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St. Catherine of Alexandria
8661 N. 76th Place, Milwaukee, WI 53223

414-365-2020
www.stcatherinemke.org

Dear Parishioners,

We are a community of believers in Jesus Christ through the Roman 
Catholic Church. Sounds like a good tagline for radio and television ads.

But this community of believers is comprised of unique people with special 
gifts to be shared both within and outside these holy walls. A community 
naturally takes on the characteristics of its members. The energies shared, 
the ministries served, the volunteers gathered, the homilies heard, the 
music sung all tie together to create this “community.” We understand that 
our umbrella is Catholic but the distinctive expression is its membership.

In the old days, a parish followed the lead of a pastor who could serve his 
whole priesthood in one parish. Mother of Good Counsel had Fr. Joe Dirks, 
SDS, for over thirty-five years. (He was baptizing the grandchildren of 
people he baptized!) Today, the flavor and fruition of a parish encompass 
every person who belongs to the parish. You affect me as much as I have 
an effect on you. This guidebook is a grand testament to our collective 
sharing of gifts and talents at St. Catherine of Alexandria. They may 
appear to look like any parish but that’s not true. They are ours and freely 
acted upon to the glory of God.

If God is the umbrella then Jesus is the handle we all hold onto. The Holy 
Spirit? She’s the rain that falls all around us with hopes of getting us wet. 
(I know that sounds hokey, but I like it.)

Thanks for being an active, participating member of this one and only 
“Church on the Hill.”

Rev. Joe Jagodensky, SDS.

St. Catherine of Alexandria Administrator
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Our Mission
St. Catherine of Alexandria, the church on the hill since 1855,

joins together as a Catholic community
to give praise and thanks to God

by living and sharing our faith in Jesus Christ
through our worship, formation and outreach.

With our cluster parishes, we strive to make Christ visible to our
wider community.

St. Catherine of Alexandria
St. Catherine lived in Egypt c. 300 AD and is said to have been of noble 
birth. She converted to Christianity after receiving a vision. According to 
legend, at the age of 18, she debated fifty pagan philosophers. Amazed 
at her wisdom and debating skills, they became Christians along with 
about two hundred soldiers and members 
of the emperor’s family. Because of their 
new found faith, they were all martyred. 
Catherine was sentenced to be executed 
on a spiked wheel, but when she touched 
it, it shattered. She was then beheaded. 
Centuries later, angels are said 
to have carried her body to a 
monastery at the foot of Mt. 
Sinai. Devotion to her spread 
as a result of the Crusades. 
Catherine is one of the 14 
Holy Helpers, venerated especially 
in Germany and Hungary.

St. Catherine has been invoked as 
the patroness of students, teachers, 
librarians, philosophers, preachers, 
and lawyers. Her statue is on the back 
wall of our sanctuary. You’ll notice she 
is holding her spiked wheel. Her feast 
day is November 25th.
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General Information
Mass and Prayer Schedule

Sunday Mass Schedule
Saturday: 4:30 p.m.
Sunday: 9:30 a.m.

Weekday Schedule
Tuesday: 12 p.m. Mass
Thursday: 12 p.m. Mass
Friday: 12 p.m. Mass on the first Friday of the  
 month

Confession 3:30-4 p.m. on Saturdays, or by   
 appointment;
 Communal services are held in Advent  
 and Lent.

(Our reconciliation room is reached through the sanctuary.
You will find it to the right of the altar.)

Holy Day Masses Check the bulletin for Holy Day times.

Rosary The Rosary is prayed following Mass on
 Tuesdays and Thursdays

Contact Us
Parish Phone Numbers (Area Code: 414)

 Parish Office 365-2020
 Parish FAX 365-2021



St. Catherine of Alexandria Parish Guide Book & Directory

4

Parish Staff 
Rev. Joe Jagodensky, SDS, Parish Administrator .............. 365-2020, ext. 11 
 jjagodensky@stcatherinemke.org

Fr. Alan Wagner, SDS, Help-out Priest ....................... 707-320-7321 (home) 
 alwagnersds@att.net

Fr. Joseph Hornacek, Help-out Priest ........................ 262-696-4762 (home) 
 hornacekj@wi.rr.com

Jon Gabik, Director of Administrative Services ................ 365-2020, ext. 12 
 jgabik@stcatherinemke.org

Lorrie Maples, Director of Christian Formation ................ 365-2020, ext. 14 
 lmaples@stcatherinemke.org

Andy Kukec, Director of Liturgy and Music ...................... 365-2020, ext. 15 
 akukec@stcatherinemke.org

Jeaninne Rapant, Administrative Assistant ...................... 365-2020, ext. 10 
 jrapant@stcatherinemke.org

All phone numbers in this booklet have a 414 area code unless otherwise 
indicated.

Parish Website
www.stcatherinemke.org

Parish App
You can easily download our parish app by using the following Text to 
Download codes:

Text ParishApp1 to 555888 for Apple devices
Text ParishApp2 to 555888 for Android devices

Parish Emails
We use an online marketing company called Constant Contact to send 
out regular emails to our parishioners. A weekly email called “Friday 
Footnotes”, funeral announcements and other occasional emails are sent 
to all parishioners and interested parties who have email addresses on 
file. If you don’t currently receive these emails and wish to, either contact 
Jeaninne in the parish office at 365-2020, ext. 10 or at
jrapant@stcatherinemke.org. Or, go to the home page of our parish 
website and click on the Mailing List Signup link on the lower right side of 
the page.
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Proudly serving St. Catherine and Brown Deer 
for 55 years and 5 generations.

Shawn M Govern
Attorney • Parish Supporter

Metro Milwaukee Office
13845 Bishop’s Drive, Brookfield

(262) 754-2867
www.dewittllp.com • smg@dewittllp.com

Your 
Wise
Choice
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Parish Offi  ce Hours
You are always welcome to stop in at the parish office. Regular office hours are 
Monday through Thursday from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., Friday from 9:00 
a.m. until noon. (Some staff members have varied schedules so we recommend 
calling ahead if you want to meet with a specific person.) The parish office is 
located at the south end of the church building, on the second floor. Parking is 
available in the upper parking lot, the lot south of the church. Look for the door 
marked “Parish Office Entrance.” If you are unable to manage the stairs to the 
offices, our staff will be happy to meet with you on the first floor.

Parish Registration
All Catholic adults who are 18 years old or older (unless they are in school 
or the military) are encouraged to register. Even if you only plan to be 
in the neighborhood for a short time, joining the parish helps us serve 
you and helps you feel like you belong. You can register by stopping in 
at the parish office during regular hours. You can also register on the 
first weekend of the month in the Granville Room following each Mass. 
Membership is required for sacramental preparation as well as enrollment 
in the school and religious education program.

Parish Cemetery
Our parish cemetery has been in its current location since 1910. Prior to that, it 
was located on the west side of 76th Place. In 2018 we expanded the cemetery 
with 120 new graves directly south of the current cemetery. A columbarium 
garden was installed in 2019 and includes 168 niches. For more information 
about the purchase of a grave or columbarium niche, contact Jon Gabik in our 
parish office at 365-2020, ext. 12 or at jgabik@stcatherinemke.org.

Sacramental Life
Baptism

In baptism, the first sacrament of initiation, we welcome new 
members into the Christian faith community. Baptism is the beginning 
of a lifelong journey of faith. While infant baptism is the norm in the 
Catholic Church, one can be baptized at any age.
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 Infants and children ages 6 and younger
Parents wishing to have their child baptized need to complete 
preparation sessions. Baptism preparation consists of one or two 
sessions which cover the theology of baptism, Christian parenting, 
the role of God in our lives, and an overview of the baptism ritual. If 
you have had a child baptized within the last three years, you need to 
come to the first session only. These sessions will help parents come 
to a deeper understanding of the sacrament and the commitment 
they themselves make in bringing their child for baptism. To schedule 
baptism preparation sessions, contact the Director of Christian 
Formation. To schedule the baptism itself, contact the parish office.

 Children 7 and older
Children age 7 and older who wish to be baptized, enter into a 
program of preparation similar to adults who are asking for baptism. 
When they are initiated into the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil, 
the night before Easter, they are not only baptized, but are also 
confirmed and celebrate First Eucharist. Contact the Director of 
Christian Formation for more information.

 Adults
Adults who wish to be baptized enter into a process of preparation called 
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). This process begins with 
inquiry sessions that let you ask your questions and help you decide if the 
Catholic Church is the church for you. If you decide to pursue initiation 
into the church, you will be part of a group of people who will meet to 
study more fully our Catholic teachings and the Christian way of life. You 
will then be baptized, confirmed and receive Eucharist at the Easter Vigil. 
Contact the Director of Christian Formation for more information.

First Reconciliation
Children prepare for First Reconciliation (penance or confession) prior to First 
Communion, usually in second grade. Preparation consists of three parent and 
child sessions, a students-only retreat, as well as material to be discussed at 
home. Students preparing for First Reconciliation are expected to be enrolled 
in ongoing formation, either in a Catholic school or weekly Christian Formation 
classes, beginning the year prior to receiving the sacrament. Contact the 
Director of Christian Formation for more information.

First Eucharist
First Eucharist, or First Communion, is typically celebrated in second 
grade. However, the sacrament can be celebrated after that as well. 
Similar to First Reconciliation preparation, First Eucharist preparation 
consists of three parent and student sessions, a students-only retreat, 
as well as material to be discussed at home. Students preparing for 
First Eucharist are expected to be enrolled in ongoing formation, 
either in a Catholic school or weekly Christian Formation classes, 
beginning the year prior to receiving the sacrament. Contact the 
Director of Christian Formation for more information.
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Confirmation
 during high school

Confirmation is celebrated in the junior year of high school or later. 
For more information on preparing for this sacrament, contact the 
Director of Christian Formation.

 as adults
Adults who have been baptized in the Catholic Church and who have 
already received First Communion, but have never been confirmed, 
are encouraged to complete their initiation through the sacrament of 
confirmation. Contact the Director of Christian Formation for more 
information.

Initiation into the Catholic Church
 as children

If your children were baptized in another Christian faith and you would 
like them to now be part of the Catholic Church, please call the Director 
of Christian Formation. Depending on the age of your children, there 
are different routes to take to welcome them into the church.

 as adults
If you have never been baptized, or if you were baptized in another 
Christian church, or were baptized in the Catholic Church, but never 
raised in the faith, we welcome you. A process we call the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is for you. Inquiry sessions are held 
to let you ask your questions and help you decide if the Catholic Church 
is the church for you. If you decide to pursue reception into the church, 
or if you wish to complete your initiation, we prepare you for baptism 
(if you have not already been baptized), confirmation and Eucharist. 
Contact the Director of Christian Formation for more information.

Marriage
Marriage in the Catholic Church is a sacramental event that gives a 
visible sign of God’s presence in our lives. Together, a bride and groom 
enter into a relationship with God when they come before the church 
community and enter into marriage. Their bond becomes the symbol 
of the covenant that unites God and God’s people.

Because of the sacredness of this relationship, marriage cannot be entered 
into lightly. Marriage preparation is essential. Engaged couples need to 
contact the parish office at least six months prior to marriage. Once the date 
of the wedding has been set, the couple will meet with the parish director 
and the priest who will officiate at the wedding. They will also meet with 
our music minister to select music for the Mass or service. In addition, the 
couple must attend a day for the engaged offered by the archdiocese.

Those married at St. Catherine need to be members of the parish. Or, 
if they are members of another parish and wish to be married at St. 
Catherine, permission from their own pastor is needed.
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Anointing of the Sick
If there is a person in your family who is ill, chronically sick, growing 
weaker or disabled, he or she should receive the Sacrament of the 
Sick. In hospitals, a chaplain may be requested. If a family calls a 
priest, it is a great support for the sick person to have his or her 
family and friends present for the sacrament. To consult a priest about 
the need for the sacrament, please call the parish office. (Or, if the 
individual is at the hospital, you may want to contact the hospital 
chaplain’s office.) A suitable time will be arranged with a priest.

If families feel there is no need for the sacrament to be celebrated at 
home, in a nursing home or in the hospital, they are encouraged to 
bring the sick person to the communal celebration of the Sacrament 
of the Sick, which takes place a number of times throughout the year 
at Sunday Masses. Watch the bulletin for announcements. Or, call the 
parish office to arrange a time with the Parish Administrator or talk 
with one of the priests after Mass.

 When someone is sick or hospitalized
If you or a loved one are hospitalized, in a nursing home, or 
homebound and would like to be visited and/or receive Communion, 
please call the parish office. Due to the HIPAA privacy laws, we are 
unable to call institutions and receive a list of parishioners who are 
patients or residents. We would like to be able to offer pastoral care to 
all our parishioners who are in need.

You are also welcome to take Communion home with you for a loved 
one who is homebound or hospitalized. If you do, a special container, 
called a pyx, should be used to carry the Eucharist in a dignified way. 
We have a supply of pyxes in the sacristy for parishioners to borrow. 
If you are in need of one, simply come to the sacristy before Mass and 
ask for one. There are also prayer cards there that can be used when 
you share Eucharist with someone.

 When someone is dying
While the sacrament of anointing and pastoral care of the sick place 
emphasis on the Lord’s compassion and forgiveness during the 
struggle against illness, Viaticum and the ministry to the dying place 
emphasis on trust in the Lord’s promise of eternal life.

The reception of Eucharist by the dying person and his or her family 
and the prayers for the commendation of the dying make up the 
Sacrament of Viaticum. This ritual is provided by the Church for 
spiritual comfort of the Christian who is close to death. The ordinary 
minister of Viaticum is the priest, deacon or other lay pastoral minister 
delegated by the parish for the care of the dying. The word viaticum 
means “food for the journey,” the journey from this world into eternal 
life. We believe that receiving the Body of Christ at this point in our 
lives gives us the strength we need for this passage.
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 Christian Burial
Our Catholic way of life teaches us that death is not an end of life but 
a new beginning. In the burial of a Christian, we celebrate the faith 
of a deceased person and Christ’s victory over death and suffering. 
Christian burial is a time for family and friends to console each other 
with the words of Christ and the liturgy of the Church.

 When Someone Dies
When someone dies, notify the parish office as soon as possible. Then begin 
your funeral preparations with the funeral home of your choice. The funeral 
home will contact the parish to finalize arrangements. Our parish administrator 
or another staff member will assist in making plans for the funeral and burial. 
Choosing suitable readings and hymns can assist a family to remember and 
share faith with its departed members. Several funeral options are available; 
i.e., morning, afternoon or evening funerals with visitation in church or at the 
funeral home. The pre-planning of a funeral is highly encouraged. Materials 
to do so can be found on our parish website. (Go to 
http://stcatherinemke.org/funerals and scroll to the bottom of the page.)

Christian Formation
K5-8th Grade

St. Catherine, St. Bernadette, and Our Lady of Good Hope have a 
combined Tri-Parish Christian Formation program under one director. 
The Christian Formation program seeks to provide children with the 
knowledge, experiences, and skills necessary to become faithful and 
fruitful disciples of Jesus. Parents are the primary educators in the faith, 
and we are partners with you in your child’s faith journey. Class sessions 
are held on Wednesday nights from 6-7 p.m. at St. Catherine’s school. 
Prayer services and Mass on special days are part of the curriculum. 
Parents are encouraged to take an active part in their child’s Christian 
formation through these prayer experiences, as well as parent meetings 
and other family faith formation opportunities. For more information 
about the Christian Formation, contact Lorrie Maples in our parish office 
at 365-2020, ext. 14 or at lmaples@stcatherinemke.org.
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cateringpalat@gmail.com
262-309-8276 or 414-617-3300
8103 W. Tower Ave
Milwaukee, WI 53223
palatcatering.com

Chef Joe & Cynthia
Roberson

Hometown support from your hometown bank.

1.888.TRI.CITY (1.888.874.2489) 
www.tcnb.com

TOM BUTLER
Sales & Service, Inc.

7636 N. Teutonia Ave.
Brown Deer, WI 53209

(414) 228-8470
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High School
St. Catherine, St. Bernadette and Our Lady of Good Hope have also 
combined to form one Tri-Parish Christian Formation program for 
high school students in grades 9 through 11. The teens meet regularly 
throughout the school year, in both large and smaller grade-specific 
groups, to learn about and discuss our Catholic faith in a way that 
prepares students to live as Catholic Christians within both the parish 
community and the wider community. We discuss a variety of topics 
including Catholic doctrine, scripture, morality, the sacraments, and 
how to live as Christian disciples in our world. Formation for juniors 
in high school focuses largely on preparation for confirmation. 
Yearly retreats, service opportunities, and a variety of community life 
activities are also part of our programs. Classes are from 6-7 p.m. 
in the Granville Room at St. Catherine Parish. For more information 
about this Christian Formation program, contact Lorrie Maples in our 
parish office at 365-2020, ex. 14 or at lmaples@stcatherinemke.org.

Adult Formation
Our journey of faith is a lifelong commitment. We aim to provide a variety 
of offerings and adult enrichment opportunities throughout the year. Some 
of our ongoing Adult Formation opportunities include:

• Small Groups: During Lent and before Advent, parish wide small 
groups form to explore and reflect theologically upon the Sunday 
readings and/or Catholic teachings. These groups meet at times and 
places that are convenient for the members of the small group.

• Book Selection: A selection of books from the Christian Formation 
library is available in the vestibule of church for you to check out and 
read on your own time. When you’re done, simply return the book 
and take another. We are always accepting donations of faith-related 
books for our library. A more extensive Christian Formation Library is 
located in the school building if you are looking for something that is 
not on the shelves in the main entrance of church.

• Scripture and Theology Study: Bible Basics, Scripture Study and 
Theology Thursday are offered to everyone throughout the year.

Other Resources: In addition to our ongoing programs, we also offer other 
Lenten activities, prayer resources during Advent and Lent, and occasional 
inserts in the Sunday bulletin on a variety of topics.
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Northwest Catholic: Our Parish School
Beginning July 1, 2009, the schools of St. Catherine, St. Bernadette and 
Our Lady of Good Hope merged to become Northwest Catholic. Northwest 
Catholic staffs teachers who are dedicated to nurturing the whole child, 
combining academic achievement, building a community of faith, and 
creating a desire for Christian service. The school offers your child 
academic excellence in a basic curriculum plus art, physical education, 
and music. We provide your child a solid Catholic education that includes 
daily prayer, religion classes, and prayer services. Before and after school 
care is also provided. Northwest Catholic is a participant in the Milwaukee 
Parental Choice Program and part of a network of schools through the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee called Seton Catholic Schools.

MISSION
Northwest Catholic School exists to serve a diverse urban community 
through strong academics and service rooted in the Catholic tradition. We 
form productive citizens who live the message of Jesus Christ.
We achieve our mission through:

• Whole child education delivered by exceptional teachers focused 
on academic success, spiritual development, and community 
involvement

• Faith experiences leading to a personal relationship with God and 
practicing Catholic values through attitudes and actions toward all

• Worship services celebrating God’s grace and teaching God’s Word

VISION
Guided by our Catholic values, Northwest Catholic students are respectful 
citizens, responsible learners, and ready to serve.

Please contact the school for more information or visit the school’s website 
at www.nwcschool.org.

7140 N. 41st St., Milwaukee 53209 ................................352-NWCS (6927)

Parish Pastoral Council
The parish pastoral council is a group of people, chosen from and by 
the parish community, who advise the parish administrator to guide, 
determine the direction of the parish and oversee its pastoral activity as 
the community attempts to fulfill the mission of the church.

The council meets the fourth Tuesday of every month (with the exception 
of July and December) in the Granville Room. These meetings are open 
to all parishioners. However, in the year ahead, several tri-parish council 
meetings may take the place of our council’s regular meetings.

St. Catherine’s pastoral council is comprised of nine at-large members, the 
two parish trustees and the parish administrator.
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Who can be a council member? How are pastoral council 
members chosen?

A council member is required to be a parish member who is a fully 
initiated Catholic in good standing with the Church. Candidates should 
have a good sense of the parish and the church today. They need to be 
able to collaborate with others, be open to exploring different points 
of view, and be in touch with the needs of parishioners. They need to 
be prayerful people who are open to the Spirit and willing to serve.

Each year, three vacancies are open on the council. A slate of candidates 
is presented to the parish for election on the 3rd weekend of May.

Pastoral Council Standing Committees
The Council has four standing committees: Prayer and Worship, 
Christian Formation, Human Concerns, and Stewardship. Members of 
the council serve as liaisons to these committees.

Parish Finance Council
The Finance Council provides advice and guidance to the parish 
administrator in the management of parish assets. It prepares the parish 
budget, any budgets for extraordinary expenditures, and reviews financial 
statements. It also monitors the financial condition of the parish and 
assists in the formulation and communication of an annual financial report 
to the parish community. The council oversees buildings and grounds, 
including the cemetery, as well as personnel issues.

The Finance Council is comprised of the two parish trustees, two 
representatives from the Parish Pastoral Council, three at-large members 
and the parish administrator. Our Director of Administrative Services 
serves as a resource to the council.

Who are parish trustees? How are they chosen?
For civil purposes, every parish must choose two parishioners to 
serve as trustee secretary and trustee treasurer. Along with the 
archbishop, bishop, and pastor/parish administrator, they form the 
board of directors for the parish corporation. They are entrusted with 
overseeing the parish’s civil and legal matters.

Trustees must be parish members and at least 25 years of age. They 
are elected by parishioners for a renewable two-year term at the same 
time parish council members are chosen. The pastor/parish director/
administrator may nominate one candidate. Additional candidates must 
be nominated in writing by ten or more registered parish members.
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Ministries and Organizations
Prayer and Worship

Prayer and Worship Committee Member
This committee is responsible for nourishing and giving direction 
to the liturgical aspect of parish life; providing opportunities for 
parishioners to deepen their faith through a variety of prayer 
experiences and liturgical celebrations, particularly the Sunday liturgy; 
identifying the spiritual growth needs of parishioners; and maintaining 
an ongoing program of education and training for liturgical ministers.
Time Commitment: Meetings are held every other month on the 

second Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. September-June
Contact: Andy Kukec, 365-2020, ext. 15, akukec@stcatherinemke.org

Lectors (High school students are welcome to participate.)
The proclamation of the Word of God at Mass is central to our 
celebration. When the Scriptures are proclaimed in church, God 
speaks to God’s people. Those who serve as lectors must be clear, 
understandable and knowledgeable about the scripture being 
proclaimed. Lectors are people who have a love for scripture.
Time Commitment: Scheduled at least once a month and based on 

the individual’s availability
Contact: Pat Lehman, 218-6150, lehmanpat4@gmail.com

Eucharistic Ministers (High school students are welcome to 
participate.)

Eucharistic ministers, or extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion, assist 
in the distribution of the Body and Blood of Christ during Mass. As ministers 
of Holy Communion, one is also called to be especially observant of Jesus’ 
command to love one’s neighbor in day-to-day living. Those who serve in 
this ministry need to be fully initiated members of the Church, that is, they 
must have received the sacraments of baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist.
Time Commitment: Scheduled on an as-needed basis with respect 

to the individual’s availability and requests
Contact: Pat Lehman, 218-6150, lehmanpat4@gmail.com

Ushers (High school students are welcome to participate.)
Ushers, or Ministers of Hospitality, have a special role of welcoming 
those who enter the church. They enhance our worship by welcoming 
people, seating them, taking up the collection, assisting anyone who 
may become ill and distributing parish bulletins. Their hospitality is 
centered in the hospitality of Christ since we all come as invited guests 
of Christ himself. Thus, ushers need to be welcoming, friendly people.
Time Commitment: Ushers are flexible and may serve according 

to their own schedules. Some ushers are present on a weekly basis; 
others may usher on an as-needed basis. If a sufficient number of 
new ushers come forward, schedules will be created so everyone 
has an opportunity to be involved.

Contact: Bill Bergeron, 540-0222, w.bergeron2019@outlook.com
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Greeters – Ministry of Hospitality (All children with their 
families are welcome to participate.)

This ministry offers the opportunity to assist the ushers in greeting 
parishioners and guests who come to worship at St. Catherine. 
Greeters are the ambassadors of our community, since they are the 
first impression people receive when they arrive. The ability to interact 
with people in a friendly and helpful way is a key quality for this 
ministry. Greeters are asked to arrive at least one half-hour before 
liturgy begins in order to greet people as they arrive and hand out 
Orders of Worship. They also help with the distribution of bulletins at 
the conclusion of the liturgy. (Unlike ushers, they are not responsible 
for taking the collection or directing the Communion line.) Consider 
doing this ministry as a family or with a friend or two! No formal 
schedule or training is involved. You can connect with the ushers when 
you arrive for Mass for instructions.
Time Commitment: Greeters may serve according to their own 

schedules. Some greeters are present on a weekly basis; others less 
often. You need only to show up at least one-half hour before the 
beginning of the liturgy.

Contact: Andy Kukec, 365-2020, ext. 15, akukec@stcatherinemke.org

Servers
Servers assist the priest during Mass and may also carry the cross, the 
candles or the thurible. They also help in the preparations before Mass. 
By its nature, this is a ministry that supports or assists other ministries. A 
good server knows the flow and movement of the liturgy well enough to 
anticipate the needs of the priest or other ministers. This is a ministry that 
is open to children beginning in 4th grade, teens and adults.
Time Commitment: Scheduled at least once a month and based on 

the individual’s availability
Contact: Andy Kukec, 365-2020, ext. 15, akukec@stcatherinemke.org

Choir Member (High school students are welcome to participate.)
A number of opportunities are available for those who would like to 
sing in a choir. A schedule is available for the entire year.
Time Commitment: Rehearsals are Thursday evenings, September-

May, in the Granville Room from 6-8 p.m. The choir generally sings 
at the 9:30 a.m. Sunday liturgy.

Contact: Teresa Gross, 254-3206, teresa.gross@yahoo.com

Cantors (High school students are welcome to participate.)
Cantors are experienced singers who enjoy singing solo for liturgies 
throughout the year. Note reading is a plus. Cantors work with the 
Director of Liturgy to prepare for upcoming liturgies.
Time Commitment: Scheduled based on individual availability
Contact: Andy Kukec, 365-2020, ext. 15, akukec@stcatherinemke.org
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Instrumentalists (High school students are welcome to participate.)
We welcome a wide variety of instruments, including piano, organ, guitar, 
bass, percussion, flute, clarinet, oboe, trumpet, horn and strings.
Time Commitment: Three or four times a year for special celebrations
Contact: Andy Kukec, 365-2020, ext. 15, akukec@stcatherinemke.org

Sacristans
Sacristans help with the preparations before Mass. These tasks 
may include making sure the bread and wine are on the gift table, 
preparing the chalice, plates and cups, etc. They also wash the 
Communion cups and plates after Mass. Sacristans are needed for 
weekday and weekend Masses.
Time Commitment: Schedule based on your availability
Contact: Andy Kukec, 365-2020, ext. 15, akukec@stcatherinemke.org

Women’s Schola
The Women’s Schola provides musical leadership primarily at one of 
the liturgies on the second Sunday of the month. It provides a wide 
range of liturgical choral music of all periods of the church’s tradition. 
Membership in the Schola is open to all singers. Though previous 
choral experience is not required, it is helpful. The ability to read 
music is very helpful and desirable.
Time Commitment: rehearsal on the two Thursday evenings at 

5:30 p.m. in the Granville Room before the second Sunday of every 
month.

Contact: Andy Kukec for more information or to audition; 365-2020, 
ext. 15, akukec@stcatherinemke.org

Art and Environment (High school students are welcome to 
participate.)

This group is responsible for the overall decorating of the church. 
Many opportunities are available in this ministry.
Time Commitment: Participants may help plan, prepare the 

decorations (sewing, flower arranging, etc.), or assist in physically 
decorating the church for one or more liturgical seasons. Volunteers 
may choose to assist as often as fits their schedule.

Contact: Judy Laczniak, 262-252-3081, jlaczniak@milwpc.com

Christian Formation
Christian Formation Committee Member

This committee helps the parish develop an understanding of its 
responsibility for the educational mission of the church to all the children 
and youth in the Tri-Parish Christian Formation program. This includes 
such areas as providing direction for the total education of children in 
the religious education programs and youth ministry. It will be a newly 
formed committee comprised of members from all three parishes.
Time Commitment: Bi-monthly meetings
Contact: Lorrie Maples, 365-2020, ext. 14, lmaples@stcatherinemke.org
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Catechists and Classroom Aides
Catechists serve in a very important ministry. Along with the parents 
of our children, they are given the task of promoting knowledge of the 
faith. They help our children encounter Christ at an age-appropriate 
level, through teaching knowledge of the traditions and scripture of 
the Catholic Church. Catechists and their aides live their faith and 
show by example how to be true disciples of Christ. This ministry 
is open to all adults of the parish. Experience is helpful but not 
necessary. We will guide, educate and support you in your endeavor. In 
addition, because this is a ministry in which one works with children, 
the completion of a short sexual abuse awareness training session on 
protecting God’s children is required by the Archdiocese.

Grade School Catechists/Aides (High school students are welcome to 
serve as aides.)
Time Commitment: Wednesday evenings from 6-7 p.m. There are 

approximately 24 sessions during the year.
Contact: Lorrie Maples, 365-2020, ext. 14, lmaples@stcatherinemke.org

 High School Catechists
Time Commitment: Our high school program meets on a regular 

basis throughout the year, generally twice a month, on Sunday 
evenings, 6-7:30 p.m.

Contact: Lorrie Maples, 365-2020, ext. 14, lmaples@stcatherinemke.org

 Confirmation Preparation
Time Commitment: Regularly scheduled preparation meetings, 

following the same schedule as the High School Christian 
Formation program, generally twice a month on Sunday evenings 
from 6-7:30 p.m.

Contact: Lorrie Maples, 365-2020, ext. 14, lmaples@stcatherinemke.org

Chaperones
A chaperone is an adult leader who accompanies high school students for 
their outings ranging from service experiences to retreats. A chaperone 
at a retreat also serves as small group leader. For other outings such as 
a service experience, chaperones help to provide transportation for the 
students. To be a chaperone you must be at least 21 years of age. For all 
outings as a group, a chaperone is a must. Chaperones are briefed before 
the event takes place. Like catechists and aides, chaperones need to 
attend sexual abuse awareness training as required by the Archdiocese.
Time Commitment: Depends on the activity
Contact: Lorrie Maples, 365-2020, ext. 14, lmaples@stcatherinemke.org
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R.C.I.A. Sponsors and Sponsor Families
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process used 
to prepare and welcome adults and children into the Catholic faith. 
Sponsors are friends, companions and guides for these individuals. In 
the case of children being received into the church, sponsor families 
with children are paired with those preparing.
Time Commitment: We ask that sponsors attend Mass and sessions with 

their candidates as often as possible. There are also several Sundays 
when rites take place at Mass and a celebration at the Cathedral on the 
first Sunday of Lent for which the sponsors need to be present.

Contact: Lorrie Maples, 365-2020, ext. 14, lmaples@stcatherinemke.org

Northwest Catholic:
Our Parish School

Please note: If you would like more information about any of the areas listed for 
our parish school, please contact the school office at 414-352-NWCS (6927).

Classroom Tutors
Work with children on a one-to-one basis in core subject areas.
Time Commitment: Minimum commitment is one hour weekly or 

bi-weekly.

Copy Room
Help the teachers by making copies for them in the copy room.
Time Commitment: Minimum commitment is one hour weekly or 

bi-weekly.

Small Group Activity Aide
Help in the classroom, playing learning games, reading stories, and 
assisting with art projects. Help prepare for activities by baking, 
frosting, cutting, folding, and gluing.
Time Commitment: Minimum commitment is one hour per week.

Scout Leader
Be a Girl Scout leader and help girls build character and success 
for the real world. Be a Boy Scout leader and provide wholesome, 
educational activities for our youth.
Time Commitment: Minimum commitment is three hours per week.

Northwest Catholic School Athletics
Eligibility for all sports are in accordance with Milwaukee Archdiocese’s 
guidelines requiring all participants either to be attending Northwest 
Catholic School or be parish members and actively attending one of the 
religious education programs. Detailed information for participants is 
available through the school office in the Northwest Catholic Athletic 
Handbook. Those working with children need to attend a sexual abuse 
awareness training session as mandated by the Archdiocese.
Time Commitment: Commitment varies by sport but is estimated 

at five hours per week during the sports season.



St. Catherine of Alexandria Parish Guide Book & Directory

20

Human Concerns
Human Concerns Committee Member

The Human Concerns Committee seeks to discern the needs of people in 
the parish and neighborhood. It identifies resources to meet those needs 
and invites parishioners to join its multiple dynamic ministries to reach 
out to these families and individuals. The ministry works with community 
groups and other parishes to address the social problems of this community 
and keeps St. Catherine parishioners aware of peace and social justice 
issues on all levels. It attempts to extend Christ’s love and compassion and 
follow in His footsteps by showing compassion to those in need.
Time Commitment: 6 meetings a year the 2nd Monday of the odd 

months; activities as scheduled
Contact: Lorrie Maples, 365-2020, ext. 14, lmaples@stcatherinemke.org

St. Vincent de Paul
Inspired by Gospel values, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, a 
Catholic lay organization, leads women and men to join together to 
grow spiritually by offering person-to-person service to those who are 
needy and suffering. Members, who are known as Vincentians, are 
united in an international society of charity by their spirit of poverty, 
humility and sharing. Our St. Catherine conference maintains our food 
pantry which is open every other Friday morning. They also respond 
to those who are in need.
Time Commitment: Meetings twice monthly on Wednesday 

mornings at 8:30 a.m.; every other Friday for food pantry; visits to 
homes (not all members are involved in all these activities)

Contact: Karl Kramoris, 354-5728

Visitors to the Sick, Nursing Home Residents and Homebound
We extend the compassion of Christ to those who are unable to join us 
here at church. Those involved in this ministry can simply visit with 
people. Or, they may take communion as well. Some who visit nursing 
homes also lead communion services at times.
Time Commitment: Visits scheduled according to your availability 

and the individual(s) you visit
Contact: Lorrie Maples, 365-2020, ext. 14, lmaples@stcatherinemke.org

Rosary and Distribution of Eucharist at The Villa at Bradley 
Estates

Every Tuesday at 10 a.m. members of St. Catherine pray the rosary 
and help with the distribution of Communion to the residents of The 
Villa at Bradley Estates on 67th and Bradley Rd.
Time Commitment: At least once a month or as a substitute
Contact: Paul Schumacher, 640-1143, paul.xgman@gmail.com
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Bria at Trinity Village
Parish members bring the Eucharist to about 12-16 Catholic residents 
at the Bria at Trinity assisted care facility on 76th & Dean Rd. on 
Saturday evening or Sunday morning so that residents can stay 
connected to Christ and His Church.
Time Commitment: About once a month following the weekend 

Mass you attend; an hour to an hour and a half each time
Contact: John Scholz, 355-6273, john.scholz@sbcglobal.net

Bereavement Ministry
Bereavement Ministry is a group of parishioners who minister to those 
in the parish who have lost a loved one. They take turns attending 
funerals and touch base with the family for a year following death. 
They plan the All Souls Day ceremony that remembers all parishioners 
who have died in the past year. In December, members either take a 
plant or send a card to these families.
Time Commitment: Dependent on scheduled funerals
Contacts: Jeanette MacMurdo, 354-3843, missyjam@sbcglobal.net; 

Sue Springman, 354-4062, uwhosue@yahoo.com

Funeral Reception Hospitality
The Granville Room is available to families who would like to hold a 
funeral luncheon or dinner for groups no larger than 75 immediately 
following a funeral. Those involved serve a meal the family has 
catered. Others are also needed to provide desserts for the meal.
Time Commitment: Dependent on scheduled funerals and request 

of the family
Contact: Mary Konshak, 355-5034, mkonshak@sbcglobal.net;
 Carol Croegaert, 630-0036, cacroegaert@gmail.com

Eras Senior Network (formerly Interfaith)
Eras (Engage, Relate, Advocate, Support) is a non-profit agency which 
provides various services for seniors 60+. For information about 
services in Milwaukee County, call 414-488-6500. Volunteers are 
needed to drive seniors to medical appointments, the pharmacy, or 
shopping for groceries.
Time Commitment: Very flexible based on your availability
Contact: Eras Senior Network, 262-522-2402

St. Vincent de Paul Northside Meal Program
St. Catherine parishioners are responsible for providing and serving 
dinner at the St. Vincent de Paul Northside Meal Program at All 
Peoples Church every other month.
Time Commitment: Volunteers are scheduled to serve on the 1st 

Friday of every other month, leaving St. Catherine at 4:15 and 
arriving back at the parish by 7 p.m.

Contact: Robert and Debra Wazniak, 355-9420, rwazniak@wi.rr.com
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Guest House Lunches (Families with children are welcome to 
participate.)

Our parishioners make sandwiches and put together lunch bags for 
those served by Guest House.
Time Commitment: 1/2 hour on the second Sunday of the month
Contact: Jim and Judy Dollhausen, 357-6731, jadollh@gmail.com

Sleeping Bag Ministry
The Sleeping Bag Ministry is a group of St. Bernadette, St. Catherine 
and Our Lady of Good Hope parishioners who put together sleeping 
bags for those served by Repairers of the Breach, a daytime homeless 
shelter in Milwaukee.

Most of the work consists of assembling the sturdy outer layer to the 
softer inner layer after it has been filled with batting. The layers are tied 
together in the same fashion as a tied quilt. Sewing skills are not required.
Time Commitment: Join the group as often as your schedule allows. 

They meet twice in fall and twice in spring on Saturday mornings.
Contact the Human Concerns liaison Lorrie Maples at 365-2020, ext. 14 

or lmaples@stcatherinemke.org

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the second Friday of every month. 
The love of knitting and crochet combine a prayerful ministry that 
reaches out to those in need of comfort. This may include individuals 
experiencing illness, loss, a transition period, or any other time where 
an awareness of God’s peace and love will bring comfort. Each shawl 
begins with a prayer and receives a final blessing on completion.
Time Commitment: The group gathers on the second Friday of the 

month from 1-3 p.m. in the Granville Room. The commitment would 
also include additional time doing the knitting or crocheting at home.

Contacts: Mary Kay Brzakala, 262-251-4517 or mkbrz104@alo.com; 
Judy Laczniak, 262-252-3081, jlaczniak@milwpc.com

MPD4 Faith Based Organization
St. Catherine is a member of the Milwaukee Police Department 
District 4 Faith Based Organization (FBO) whose purpose is to work 
together as one entity to share resources, programs and expertise. It is 
comprised of faith communities, organizations and businesses within 
MPD District 4 who work together to stabilize neighborhoods, to help 
the people see and gain a path which turns them away from crime, 
and instills hope for a better future.
Time Commitment: Varies from 1-4 hours with different activities 

planned by the FBO.
Contacts: Maureen Conaty, 517-0828, conatymaureen@gmail.com;
  Judy Dollhausen, 357-6731, jadollh@gmail.com
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Stewardship
Stewardship Committee Member

This committee develops ways to invite our parishioners to be involved 
in the parish through the sharing of their time, talents and treasure. 
This understanding of stewardship is based on our response to the 
many blessings that God has given each one of us. We want people to 
be involved in the parish not simply because we need them and the 
gifts they can bring. Even more so, we want our parishioners to see 
how stewardship is a way of life for every Christian.
Time Commitment: Meetings 6-8 times a year scheduled according 

to members’ availability.
Contact: Fr. Joe Jagodensky, SDS, 365-2020, ext. 11,
jjagodensky@stcatherinemke.org

New Parishioner Welcoming Committee
Members welcome new parishioners by sending welcome cards and 
making phone calls to them. The cards and phone script is provided; all you 
will need is a phone and an outgoing, sociable nature for this committee.
Time Commitment: Minimal
Contact: Reneé Steger, 940-4193, mrjed@wi.rr.com

“Stewardship Corner” Writer
This committee publishes a monthly feature in the parish bulletin 
highlighting the contributions of individual parishioners. This involves 
a phone call or meeting with the person you are writing about and 
writing the article after the interview is completed. A computer with 
email is helpful but not necessary.
Time Commitment: One or two hours per month
Contact: Mary Buckley, 355-0010, mdbuckley45@gmail.com

Marketing Committee
This commitee puts together flyers, ads in Our Brown Deer Magazine 
and other materials to promote the presence of St. Catherine’s to the 
surrounding communities.
Time Commitment: Minimal amount
Contact: Brill Protz, 354-0224, wprotz@msn.com
John Buckley, 355-001, bluckeyia3@gmail.com

Photographer
Photos of parish activities are always welcome and if you would like to 
be called upon to take photos, let us know. A digital camera would be 
necessary along with attendance at parish events throughout the year.
Time Commitment: Depends on the number of volunteers and events
Contact: Jeaninne Rapant, 365-2020, ext. 10, 
jrapant@stcatherinemke.org
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Administration and Finances
Finance Council

The Finance Council monitors the financial condition of the parish 
and makes recommendations with regard to parish finances, budget 
development, human resources, stewardship of resources, church 
support and fundraising coordination, and the physical facilities and 
properties of the parish.
Time Commitment: Monthly meetings scheduled based on the 

availability of the members
Contact: Jon Gabik, 365-2020, ext. 12, jgabik@stcatherinemke.org

Money Counters
We have several teams of money counters. Each week a different team 
is responsible for completing this task.
Time Commitment: 1-2 hours monthly
Contact: Jon Gabik, 365-2020, ext. 12, jgabik@stcatherinemke.org

Parish Office Help
Help assemble mailings, stuff bulletins, collate materials, and other 
miscellaneous projects as needed.
Time Commitment: Dependent on project, based on your availability
Contact: Jeaninne Rapant, 365-2020, ext. 10, jrapant@stcatherinemke.org

Parish Gardeners
Parishioners maintain all of our gardens on our grounds. They plant, 
water, weed and do general maintenance of all our gardens.
Time Commitment: Arranged with others working on the same area
Contact: Ginny Jacoby, 354-7325, ginnyjacoby@wi.rr.com

“Adopt” 76th Place
Parishioners help keep 76th Place cleared of debris.
Time Commitment: This is done on an individual’s own schedule, 

dependent on number of volunteers
Contact: Fr. Joe Jagodensky, SDS, 365-2020, ext. 11, 
 jjagodensky@stcatherinemke.org

Parish Life
Parish Life Committee Member

The Parish Life Committee plans, promotes, and coordinates activities 
that bring parishioners together for mutual support, celebration of 
special parish events, and community building.
Time Commitment: About 6 meetings per year, scheduled from 

meeting to meeting; involvement in committee’s activities based on 
your availability

Contact: Anne Lutz, 354-9327, llutz@wi.rr.com
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Coffee and Donuts Sundays (Families with children are 
welcome to host.)

Coffee and Donuts are served after both Masses on the first Sunday of 
most months. Volunteers help set up and serve.
Time Commitment: Responsibility for hosting a few times every year
Contact: Anne Lutz, 354-9327, llutz@wi.rr.com

Parish Socials
The Parish Life Committee sponsors several social events during the 
year. These have included a parish picnic, chili supper and ice cream 
social. Individuals are needed to help plan and host these events.
Time Commitment: Dependent on the activity and your availability
Contact: Anne Lutz, 354-9327, llutz@wi.rr.com

Seniors Group
Our senior citizen group meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every 
month in our Granville Room most often at 1 p.m.; at noon for special 
occasions. Refreshments are always served. This group loves to play cards.
Time Commitment: As often as you would like to join the group
Contact: Oscar Kornblum, 531-7235

Holy Name Society
The Holy Name Society of St. Catherine is our men’s group. It meets 
for a breakfast meeting in our Granville Room on the second Sunday 
of each month after the 9:30 Mass. All men of the parish are invited to 
join them.
Time Commitment: As often as you would like to join the group
Contact: Mike Steger, 870-1150, mrjed@wi.rr.com

St. Michael/St. Rose Committee
This committee oversees our activities with St. Michael/St. Rose 
parishes in Milwaukee’s central city. These events have included 
offering our parishioners the opportunity to attend St. Michael for 
Sunday Mass to experience the diversity in that community as well 
as one of St. Michael’s choirs singing at a Saturday evening Mass at 
St. Catherine with a pot luck dinner following. The committee will be 
developing other possibilities for the year ahead.
Time Commitment: Minimal
Contact: Fr. Joe Jagodensky, SDS, 365-2020, ext. 11, 
 jjagodensky@stcatherinemke.org

Community Garden
We established a community garden on our parish property, south of our 
large white pole barn, in spring/summer 2019. Sixteen (16) raised beds 
make up the garden with plenty of room to expand in the future. If you 
are interested in gardening in 2022, watch for details in early spring.
Contact: Jon Gabik, 365-2020, ext. 12, jgabik@stcatherinemke.org
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St. Catherine works in collaboration with Our Lady of Good Hope on 41st 
and Good Hope Rd. and St. Bernadette on 82nd and Denver. Together we 
aim to support one another in our ministries and offer our parishioners a 
wider variety of activities and ministries in a number of areas of parish life. 
To find out more about either parish, go to their websites:

Our Lady of Good Hope ................................................www.olghparish.org
St. Bernadette ...................................................................www.stbweb.com

Our Parish History
St. Catherine Parish was founded in 1855. That year, through a donation 
of land by John P. and Catherine Klehr, a small stone church began to 
take shape for St. Catherine. It was built under the guidance of Fr. Martin 
Weiss, pastor at St. Anthony, Fussville (Menomonee Falls) and the first 
pastor of St. Catherine. It appears that the cornerstone of the structure 
was laid by Fr. Martin Kundig in May of 1859. He was one of the original 
“circuit rider” priests who had served the parish.

The parish was named after St. Catherine of Alexandria, whose devotion was 
rivaled only by that paid to the Blessed Mother. Catherine was one of the 
“Fourteen Holy Helpers” and devotion to her had been prominent since the 
Middle Ages. It is commonly thought that the name was also employed to 
honor Catherine Klehr, the donor of the church land. On September 12, 1860, 
(arch) Bishop Henni came to formally dedicate the church. The parish’s first 
pastors were often the pastors of St. Anthony. When we received our own 
resident pastor, he was given the responsibility for nearby St. Michael and St. 
Martin parishes. This continued until each of these parishes closed.

The second pastor of the parish, Fr. Ludwig Mueller, would take the steps 
necessary for the beginning of the first school here at St. Catherine. Lay 
teachers taught the children at various times for the first years until the 
Sisters of St. Agnes from Fond du Lac arrived in the fall of 1872. The 
convent that was built above the small school building proved to be 
ill-suited for the sisters’ health and ministry, yet they persevered until 
1901 when they returned to their motherhouse. Lay teachers once again 
assumed charge of the school. In 1920, the Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi 
accepted the responsibility of the school. They remained for 48 years.

From 1889 to 1954, the pastors of St. Catherine also had the responsibility 
of the mission parish of St. James, Mequon. St. James achieved parish 
status in 1954.
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During the tenure of the third pastor, Fr. Charles Shilling, a rectory was built 
and he took up his duties as the first resident pastor. In 1906, St. Michael 
Church was closed and the parish members joined to those of St. Catherine.

The parish continued to experience modest growth during its first 50 years 
with about 60 families participating in the life of the parish. The church 
held around 150 people. The tower, while modest, could be seen for quite 
a distance and boasted two bells. These same bells were re-hung in the 
present church tower and continue to ring to this day.

Since 1860, St. Catherine has also had a cemetery. The original was 
located just south of the church and served the parish until 1910 when it 
was decided that the parish needed more land dedicated to the purpose 
burying the dead. Our present cemetery was laid in 1910-11.

1919 was a difficult year for the parish. It was then that the parish faced 
its greatest test. A fire broke out because of a defective stove pipe and a 
good portion of the structure was no longer able to be used. The parish 
was divided into several factions. Some wanted the old church building 
repaired. Others saw it as an opportunity to expand the facilities to 
accommodate the growing population of the area. Plans were formed to 
enlarge the school with the hope that another teaching religious order 
might agree to take responsibility for the education of the parish children.

In the end, it was decided to build a new church/school/convent, using 
as much of the materials of the old building as could be salvaged. The 
cornerstone for the new building was laid by Archbishop Sebastian 
Messmer on September 5, 1920. On September 22, 1921, the Rt. Rev. 
Joseph Rainer, P.A. solemnly dedicated the new building. The altars and 
statues were installed and the church was finally painted to achieve the 
look that it had until a renovation took place in the early 1960s. The new 
building was designed in the Romanesque fashion. A special architectural 
feature is the loggia, or the porch above the front entrance. It is the 
only Milwaukee church building with this feature and one of only a few 
churches whose exterior is all stone.

The decade from 1955-65 was one of incredible growth for the parish. The 
number of homes built after both the Second World War and the Korean 
Conflict brought about the annexation of Granville and created a problem 
within the parish. Both the church and especially the school were too small 
to accommodate all the persons now joining the parish.

In the early 1960s, it was decided to build a new parish school. The land 
across the street from the parish was utilized and plans moved forward. 
Classes were first held in the building in February 1963. A few years later, 
when the plans were unveiled to extend and widen 76th Street, a new 
church building was designed that would be attached to the new school. 
These plans were never implemented. The decision was made to add 
priests to the parish to allow for the celebration of more Masses and to 
cover the sacramental needs of the parish.
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The problem, however, didn’t easily remedy itself even with the added 
personnel. As Northridge was built and the farms gradually surrendered to 
apartment and condominium development, the church building was in need 
of expansion. The interior of the church, which had been repainted in the 
early 1960s, was also in poor condition. The decision was made to remodel 
the church in 1976 and to expand the choir loft, creating additional seating. 
The resulting renovation removed the side and back altars, and created more 
space in the sanctuary. The building was adapted to the new liturgical norms 
promulgated by the Second Vatican Council and the U.S. Bishops Conference.

By 1980, there were 1541 families registered in the parish, a huge increase 
in membership from the 58 families that were registered in 1920.

The decade of the 1980s witnessed the growth of many ministries in the 
church. Lay people were on parish councils and staffed the parishes where 
before religious women and priests did most of the work with the people.

In 1992 Father Jeff Prasser arrived and plans to renovate the church began 
again. While the work was being done, daily Mass moved to the Granville 
Room, one of the two former classrooms. Sunday Eucharist was celebrated 
in the gym from the first weekend of January to the Easter Vigil of 1995.

At the end of the century, plans were developed to completely renovate the 
parish annex, the former school and convent. The old convent became the 
new rectory, as the Lannon stone house of 1938 required more repair than 
it was worth and the former rectory was eventually razed. Office space was 
added to the basement of the annex. The two old classrooms were joined 
together as the new Granville Room. Special needs access and restrooms were 
also provided to the parish during this renovation. This work was completed 
in January 2002. A new food pantry was also constructed out of the garage 
space that was added to the outside of the church in the late 60s.

In July 2006, Archbishop Timothy Dolan appointed Debra Hintz as parish 
director of St. Catherine. Parish Director is the title used in the Milwaukee 
Archdiocese for laity and deacons who lead a parish in place of a priest 
due to the priest shortage. Two senior (retired) priests served as assisting 
priests and provided sacramental ministry in the parish. In May 2007, the 
parish offices were moved from classrooms in school to the space on the 
second floor above the Granville Room.

In July 2009, St. Catherine School was merged with the schools of Our 
Lady of Good Hope and St. Bernadette parishes to form Northwest 
Catholic. This arrangement allows us to continue to provide Catholic 
education for our parishioners while being attentive to the financial means 
of the parish. St. Catherine had its own school as early as 1865.

In July 2014, the Christian Formation programs of our three parishes also 
merged, bringing all grade school and high school students together at
St. Catherine.
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In 2019, there were two significant developments in the parish. St. 
Catherine installed a columbarium in our cemetery that was so successful 
that Phase 1 was quickly followed by Phase 2. In total, 168 niches were 
made available. In addition, a community garden was developed on an 
acre of land that was donated three years prior. The garden includes 16 
raised beds with plenty of room for expansion in the future. It is located 
south of our large white pole barn.

2020 saw additional improvements at St. Catherine. New church doors 
were designed around the original stained glass panels to provide the 
church with additional curbside appeal. In addition, a new sound system 
was installed in the church making it easier for everyone to actively 
participate at Mass. In the cemetery, the crucifix and angel statues 
were repaired. Trumpets were also added to the angel statues, and the 
columbarium garden was completed.

In August 2020, Archbishop Jerome Listecki appointed Fr. Joe Jagodensky, 
SDS, as parish administrator of St. Catherine. Parish Administrator is the 
title used in the Milwaukee Archdiocese for a priest who leads a parish 
in his first year. We are grateful for Fr. Joe’s presence during this time of 
slowly returning to a post-pandemic level.

Today our parish has approximately 800 members from approximately 450 
families.


