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St. Thomas More

Catholic Church

4804 Grover Street • Omaha, NE 68106
(402) 556-1456 • www.stmomaha.org

 

I’m so excited to be a part of this parish. As you many 
of you know, I attended school at St. Thomas More 
from 1988 – 1991. You also may know that my previous 
assignment was at the Chancery. I love our Archbishop, 
but it’s great to be back in a parish! The best part of 
being in a parish is being with people. Covid-19 makes 
that harder than ever in my fi rst year here, so we’ll do 
our best to fi nd responsible ways to connect and do life 
together as one Church. 

Speaking of one Church, we also have a great task before us in 
partnering with St. Joan of Arc. While each parish will continue as 
individual parishes, July 2020 begins the sharing of one pastor, an 
associate, a Mass schedule and other resources. I’m very grateful to 
Fathers Baumert and Benkowski for staying on as Senior Associates to 
help make the transition a smooth and successful one. 

Since this a phone/contact directory, you should know that the best way 
to contact me is via email at jplorig@archomaha.org or by calling the 
St. Thomas More parish offi ce. I will do my best to respond as needed 
as quickly as possible. Between our two parishes we have about 4,500 
members and 1,100 Sunday Mass attendees (prior to Covid-19). As you 
can imagine, it will be impossible for one shepherd to keep track of and 
ensure the entire fl ock is getting fed. So, you can expect that I will be 
calling, equipping, and empowering others to help me in shepherding the 
entire fl ock. That said, you can also expect that if there’s a sacramental 
emergency and you need a priest, we, the three priests, will drop 
everything or make arrangements to ensure you are taken care of. 

God bless you all!
Fr. Jeff Lorig
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St. Thomas More Parish 

Mission Statement
We the members of St. Thomas More Parish, urban South Central 
Deanery, as responsible members of the Catholic Church, do declare 
ourselves willing to become active in the mission of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We propose that all take a vital role in the saving work of the Church and 
that these roles enhance one another in a way that the talents and abilities 
of all involved are directed toward our common purposes. We hope with 
God’s help, to make our parish a community, which is manifest to all as truly 
Christian in spirit and example. This is all done as a community of believers 
within the Omaha Archdiocese and the Universal Church.

Pastor, Rev. Jeffrey P. Lorig ..........................jplorig@archomaha.org

Senior Associate Pastor, Rev. Frank J. Baumer ..........................  
  ................................................................... fjbaumert@archomaha.org

Deacons.............................................Allan Schumacher & Matt Wolbach

Pastoral Staff
Director of Evangelization, Theresa Gunia ... tgunia@stm.omhcoxmail.com
Parish Secretary, Patty Settles .................. psettles@stm.omhcoxmail.com
Business Manager, Nancy Williams ................nawilliams@archomaha.org
Pastoral Assistant, Sr. Pauline Schwandt ....... pschwandt@archomaha.org
Parish Offi ce Hours ............Monday-Friday 8:00 am-Noon & 1:00-4:30 pm
Parish Offi ce Phone...............................................................402-556-1456
Parish Offi ce Fax ...................................................................402-556-1395
Parish Website .............................................................www.stmomaha.org
School Principal, Gary Davis ...................................gdavis@omahacsc.org
School Secretary, Leslie McDonnell ..............lmmcdonnell@omahacsc.org
School Phone ........................................................................402-551-9504
School Fax.............................................................................402-551-9507
School Website ...........................................................www.stmbengals.org
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Mass Schedule
Weekend
Saturday (Vigil) ............................................................................... 5:00 pm
Sunday ........................................................................8:00 am & 10:30 am

Weekday
Monday-Friday................................................................................ 7:00 am
Saturday ......................................................................................... 8:00 am

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday .................................................................................. 4:00-4:40pm

Sacrament of Baptism
For information on baptism at St. Thomas More please contact the parish 
offi ce. Ordinarily, children of current parishioners or those with historical 
ties to St. Thomas More parish are to be baptized at St. Thomas More. 
Exceptions may be made through the pastor.

Sacraments of First Communion and Confi rmation
The parish has First Communion and Confi rmation once each year for 
children in the school and religious education program. Please contact the 
parish offi ce if an adult wishes to receive either sacrament.

Sacrament of the Sick
The Pastoral Assistant pays visits to parishioners in area hospitals. Due to 
updates in privacy regulations, it is appreciated if a family member would 
call the parish offi ce to notify us if a loved one is hospitalized. In case of 
emergency or serious illness, please contact the parish offi ce.

Sacrament of Matrimony
For information on weddings at St. Thomas More please contact 
the pastor. Ordinarily, weddings at St. Thomas More are for current 
parishioners and those with historical ties to the parish.

Communion to the Homebound
The Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC) take communion 
to the sick and homebound on Sunday mornings. These parishioners also 
receive the parish bulletin, newsletter and other reading material.
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Parish/Canonical Organization
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a beautiful hands-on approach to 
sharing the faith with children. St. Thomas More is offering this program 
- Level 1 for children ages 3-6 (through Kindergarten) and Level 2 for 
children ages 6-9 (1st through 3rd grades). Children who are 4-5 years 
old and are going to preschool at STM will attend the sessions during the 
school week and do not need to register. All other 3-6 year-old children 
may register for the Saturday Level 1 session which will meet from 9:00 
am to 10:30 am. Children who are 6-9 years old and are enrolled in the 
1st grade at STM will attend the sessions during the school week and 
do not need to register. All other children ages 6-9 may register for the 
Sunday Level 2 session which will meet from 8:30 am to 10:15 am. Class 
size is limited. For information call Kathy Pfl ug at 402-553-3574.

Extended Care
St. Thomas More offers an extended care program for kindergarten 
through eighth grade students. Our goal is to provide a safe, supportive 
environment for students before and after school hours. There is a set fee 
per child. For additional information contact the school offi ce.

Finance Council
Purpose: The role of the parish fi nance council is to aid the pastor in the 
administration of parish goods. In its advisory role, the Finance Council 
assists the pastor with the fi nancial matters of the parish.
Membership: The pastor appoints the members in consultation with the 
Pastoral Council and with appropriate staff. Members come from the 
parish faith community and collectively have fi nancial skills and a broad 
view of parish ministries and facilities.
Meeting Schedule: Meetings are held monthly.

Parish Council
Purpose: To provide consultation to the Pastor on matters of pastoral 
planning and policy; to create a parish vision and to promote the mission 
of the parish; to listen to and represent the wisdom of the various 
perspectives present in the Parish Community; to cooperate with other 
parishes and the Archdiocese in the fulfi llment of the broader mission of 
the universal Church; to establish goals and implement plans in accord 
with the Archdiocese and the prioritized needs of the parish.
Membership: Membership consists of nine (9) appointed members of the 
parish who serve with the Pastor and other ex-offi cio members of the parish.
Meeting Schedule: Meetings are held monthly.
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Lawn, 
landscape,

and

SO MUCH MORE!

To see what makes CM’s different, visit

402.738.1718

CMsOutdoor.com

They help make this Guide Book
and Directory possible. 

Let them know where you heard
about them!

• THANK OUR •
ADVERTISERS

PATRONAGE
with your

4436 S 12th St
Omaha, NE 68107

402-733-0981
bthompsonroofing@cox.net

www.thompsonroofingomaha.com
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Parish School
The mission of St. Thomas More Catholic School is to provide spiritual 
formation in the Catholic faith, to educate students according to the 
highest standards of academic excellence, and to form a strong 
foundation of life-long habits that will build strong character and self-
discipline. Beginning with the 2013/2014 school year, St. Thomas More 
School joined Holy Cross, Our Lady of Lourdes, St. Bernadette and Sts. 
Peter and Paul schools in the Omaha Catholic Schools Consortium. The 
Consortium was formed to secure and strengthen the Catholic identity 
and academics of the member schools.

Pawprints Preschool & Daycare
Pawprints Preschool opened in August 2003 to provide a fun and safe 
learning environment for three to fi ve year-olds. The program is affi liated 
with St. Thomas More Catholic School, and uses a Catholic-centered 
instructional curriculum to teach children the values and morals of our faith.
The curriculum also emphasizes fundamental, school-ready principles, 
including shapes, colors, numbers, ABC’s and the days of the week. 
Children will also learn basic social skills while developing daily skills 
such as zipping, tying, fastening, personal hygiene and other fi ne motor 
coordination. Advanced learners are offered phonics, beginning writing 
skills, early math concepts and sign language.
Pawprints daycare was established in 2007 to compliment the hours of 
our preschool for working parents. Children will spend their time in quality 
activities under the supervision of compassionate and caring teachers. 
This is a State Licensed program.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
Purpose: The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is an opportunity 
for those interested in becoming Catholic or just learning about the 
Catholic faith to deepen the faith they already have, and to learn about 
the Catholic faith, its beliefs, doctrines, practices, and traditions in a 
loving, caring, welcoming faith community. For many, this process leads 
them to seek full membership in the Catholic Church.
Membership: The core team consists of the pastor, Sr. Pauline Schwandt and 
a dedicated core team of deacons and laity who provide additional support.
Meeting Schedule: Sessions are held weekly September through Easter.

Religious Education Program
The Religious Education Program is held for children who attend public 
school. The fundamental aim is to instill Christian Catholic values in addition 
to good basic knowledge of the Catholic faith. Religious Education classes 
are held on Wednesday evening from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm, September 
through April for students in grades one through eight.
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Service/Outreach
Altar Servers
Purpose: The altar serving program allows students to participate in daily 
Mass by serving at the altar. This program allows the students to grow in 
their faith and to deepen their relationship with the Lord.
Membership: Any Catholic student entering the 5th grade and older 
who has completed server training. The altar servers operate under the 
guidance of the pastor.
Meeting Schedule: Training is conducted once a year. After training is 
complete, children are assigned to Mass times throughout the month until 
the completion of their 8th grade year. A student can continue serving into 
their high school years if they so choose.

Outreach Committee
Purpose: The Outreach Committee is led by Sr. Pauline Schwandt and 
consists of several parishioner volunteers. The committee members visit 
homebound parishioners and those in nursing homes. They also have 
a Bereavement Committee who meets with those who have lost a loved 
one recently.
Membership: This committee consists of volunteers from the parish 
community with an interest in and a willingness to go and visit with 
homebound parishioners. Membership is open to all parishioners.
Meeting Schedule: Meetings called as needed.

Funeral Luncheons
Purpose: To assist the families of deceased members by setting up for and 
serving the funeral luncheon, along with cleanup following the luncheon.

Pro Life
Purpose: To pray and actively work to stop abortion and other injustices to 
human life.
Membership: This committee consists of interested parishioners.
Meeting Schedule: No regularly scheduled meetings. Contacts are made 
by phone.
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St Vincent de Paul
Purpose: Inspired by Gospel values, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, a 
Catholic lay organization, leads women and men to join together to grow 
spiritually by offering person-to-person service to those who are needy 
and suffering in the tradition of its founder, Blessed Frederic Ozanam, and 
patron, Saint Vincent de Paul.
The vocation of the Society’s members, who are called Vincentians, is to 
follow Christ through service to those in need and so bear witness to His 
compassionate and liberating love. No work of charity is foreign to the 
Society. It includes any form of help that alleviates suffering or deprivation 
and promotes human dignity and personal integrity in all their dimensions. 
The Society serves those in need regardless of creed, ethnic or social 
background, health, gender, or political opinions. Vincentians strive to 
seek out and fi nd those in need and the forgotten, the victims of exclusion 
or adversity.
Membership: Membership is not limited to STM Parishioners only. Once 
a member is sworn-in, Vincentians are really “members-for-life”. There 
are no membership dues as such; however, we take “free will” offerings 
at each offi cial meeting. All potential members are asked to participate in 
SVdP activities for a minimum 6-month period then express their desire 
for membership level. Once they do, then a quorum of active Conference 
members “elect” them into the organization, and they are often sworn-in 
at an Annual Meeting of the Omaha District Council.
Meeting Schedule: Meetings are held on an as needed basis.

Alcoholics Anonymous
Meeting Schedule: Tuesdays at 7:30 pm in the Social Hall and Fridays at 
7:30 pm in the School Library.

Gamblers Anonymous
Meeting Schedule: Mondays at 7:30 pm in the School’s Resource Room.
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Aksarben Village

Hilton Garden Inn
Omaha Aksarben Village6737 Frances StreetOmaha, NE 68106
 402 334 4441
  hiltongardeninn3.hilton.com

See our complete menu and music schedule online at
goratsomaha.com

Gorat’s Steak HouseGorat’s Steak House
4917 Center 

Omaha, NE 68106

(402) 551-3733
Monday – Friday Open at 11am • Saturday Open at 5pm 
Closed Sunday

Live Music Friday and Saturday Nights

mclconstruction.com 402-339-2221 @MCLconstruction @MCLConstruction /company/mcl-construction/

14558 Portal Circle | La Vista, NE 68138

5019 Grover Street
Omaha, NE 68106

402.551.6865
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Prayer/Devotional
Legion of Mary
Purpose: The Legion of Mary is an association formed to spread the word 
of God.
Membership: This committee consists of any Catholic person in good 
standing in the Catholic Church. Presently, we have 2 active members 
and over 400 praying members.
Meeting Schedule: The Legion of Mary meets Wednesday afternoons at 
1:00 pm in the Parish Offi ce.

Jr. Legion of Mary
Purpose: Jr. Legion of Mary is a ministry formed to help young students 
grow in holiness, practice spiritual works of mercy and spread the Gospel 
message through evangelization under the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
and the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Membership: The ministry is open to 4th through 8th grade students of St. 
Thomas More.
Meeting Schedule: The Jr. Legion of Mary meets on Fridays at 3:20 pm in 
the school library when school is in session.

Perpetual Adoration Society
Purpose: To worship God in His real presence in the Holy Eucharist 24 
hours a day, 365 days per year by our presence and prayer before the 
reserved Eucharist in the tabernacle at St. Thomas More Church.
Membership: The program has three coordinators, 7 day captains (who assist 
adorers in fi nding substitutes when needed) and several lieutenants who help 
with other administrative duties as requested. It is open to all parishioners.

Prayer Line
Purpose: Praying for the serious needs of others through intercessory 
prayer. To enlist the prayers of many people, a single phone call to the 
rectory or contact person will start the process. The prayer request will 
be relayed to all the prayer line volunteers through a prayer chain. All 
requests are held confi dential.
Membership: 26 devoted men and women who are willing to pray for the 
needs of others.
Meeting Schedule: No meetings are necessary, only an active prayer life 
and a willingness to call 1 or 2 people.
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Clubs
Basketball for Men
From November to April, the men in the parish meet in the gym for 
basketball on Wednesday evenings from 8:30 pm to 10:30 pm. This is 
open to all men of the parish.

Girl Scouts, Daisies, Brownies, Juniors, Cadettes
Girl Scouts of the USA is the world’s largest organization dedicated solely 
to girls. In partnership with adult volunteers, girls in kindergarten through 
high school develop leadership skills, strong values and social conscience 
that will serve them all their lives. Meetings are held during the school year.

Home & School
Purpose: The St. Thomas More Home and School committee is to assist 
and work with the principal, faculty and pastor of St. Thomas More to 
enhance the educational endeavors at St. Thomas More School.
Meeting Schedule: The Home and School committee meets the 3rd 
Monday of every month in the school library. Please contact the School 
Offi ce for details.

Knights of Columbus
Purpose: The Knights of Columbus is an organization of Catholic men 
dedicated to charity, unity, fraternity, patriotism and family life. Each council 
is dedicated to offer Mutual aid and assistance to sick, disabled and needy 
members and their families. Social and intellectual fellowship is promoted 
among members and their families through educational, charitable, 
religious, social welfare, war relief and public works. Council 10184 focuses 
a great deal on the needs of St. Thomas More Church and School.
Membership: World-wide there are over 15,000 Knights of Columbus 
councils with about 1.8 million members. Council 10184 is the local 
Knights of Columbus Council here at St. Thomas More. We currently 
have about 120 members and Father Baumert is our chaplain. Our 
council focuses its attention primarily on the needs of our parish and our 
school. To learn more about the St. Thomas More Knights you can visit 
our website at www.nebraskakofc.org/kc10184. We also have a small 
brochure that you can download: STM K of C Brochure.
Meeting Schedule: The Knights meet the second Tuesday of each month.
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WINGS (Ladies Guild)
Purpose: The St. Thomas More WINGS (Ladies Guild) provides 
communication among St. Thomas More WINGS (Ladies Guild) members 
related to parish organizations, education, spirituality, and parish issues and 
concerns, coordinates fund raising events for the benefi t of the church and 
school, and promotes fellowship and a sense of community among members.
Membership: Any female member of the parish over the age of 18 may be 
a member. Yearly dues are $10.00.
Meeting Schedule: The Saint Thomas More WINGS (Ladies Guild) meets 
monthly from September through April usually on the second Wednesday.

Men’s Club
Purpose: The purpose of the Men’s Club is to provide an opportunity to 
become involved in the parish. Members are encouraged to participate 
in the Athletic Programs and fundraising events. Fundraising events help 
the parish meet its fi nancial needs. Some fundraising events are held in 
cooperation with WINGS (Ladies Guild). The Men’s Club also coordinates 
volunteers for various school/parish projects and events.
Membership: Membership is open to any male, who has reached an age 
of nineteen (19) years and who is a registered member of St. Thomas 
More Parish and pays the STM Men’s Club fee.
Meeting Schedule: Usually the fi rst Monday of the month from September 
– May at 7:00 pm in the STM social hall.

Men’s Slow-Pitch Softball
Men may join the “Over 30” team that plays in the Catholic Men’s League. 
The teams play on Sunday evenings throughout the summer.

Sports Club
Purpose: To create and promote an interest in all phases of athletics 
for the members of St. Thomas More Parish. To develop and foster a 
Christian appreciation and desire for true sportsmanship and fair play. To 
provide a safe and healthy environment for all St. Thomas More Athletic 
programs. To provide leadership/coaching that will place the participant’s 
health, safety, enjoyment and athletic development as the priorities in an 
atmosphere of spirituality.
Membership: This committee consists of any person, who has reached an 
age of nineteen (19) years and who is a registered member of St. Thomas 
More Parish and pays the STM Sports Club fee.
Meeting Schedule: Meetings are held monthly.

Volleyball
On Saturday evenings from 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm, co-ed teams from St. 
Thomas More meet in the gym to play recreational volleyball. Volleyball 
runs from January through March.



St. Thomas More Parish Guide Book & Directory

13

Complimenʦ 
of a

Friend

Edsconstruction40@gmail.com

(402) 707-0473
www.edsconstructionllc.com

• Concrete
• Retaining Walls
• Driveways
• Color Concrete
• Stamped Concrete

For All Your Concrete Needs

Edgar Mendieta - Parishioner

FREE ESTIMATES • INSURED
• Basements
• Garages
• Parking Lots
• Curbs

CONSTRUCTION, LLC
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From the Parish Offi ce
Parishioner Registration
We invite you to join our community by becoming a registered member of 
our parish. You may register at the parish offi ce during business hours, or 
download a form from the parish website or pick up a form in the vestibule 
at church. If you have a change of address, phone number, or other 
information, please notify the parish offi ce.

Bulletin Advertising
Our wonderful parish bulletin, published each week, is supported by the 
generosity of our advertisers. You are invited to patronize our advertisers 
who support us so generously, and consider advertising in our bulletin by 
using the 800 number listed in the advertising section of the bulletin.

Bulletin Announcements
Announcements to be published in the Sunday bulletin should be 
submitted to the parish offi ce no later than nine days before the Sunday 
you wish your announcement to appear. Announcements are subject to 
the Pastor’s approval. Submission deadlines are subject to change due to 
holiday schedules; please check the bulletin for this information.

Parishioner Newsletter
The Parishioner is the parish newsletter published four times a year to 
coincide with the liturgical seasons. It features spiritual themes of the 
seasons and various parish news and events.

Mass Intentions
Mass intentions are limited to one weekend Mass and two weekday 
Masses yearly for each intention per Mass availability, except in the case 
of a recent death where more may be accommodated. In this way, it is 
our hope that all people who wish to have Masses offered here at St. 
Thomas More for their loved ones can be accommodated. Please stop 
by the parish offi ce to have Masses recorded for the current year only. An 
offering of $10 per intention is appreciated. Homebound parishioner Mass 
requests may be made by mail or over the phone.
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Stewardship at St. Thomas More
Weekly tithing and donations
St. Thomas More is largely supported by weekly tithing and donations. 
Please be generous to the parish as a way to respond to God’s generosity 
toward you.

Parish and Educational Endowment Funds
In addition, there are two established endowment funds at St. Thomas 
More: The St. Thomas More Parish Endowment Fund and the St. Thomas 
More Educational Endowment Fund. When enrollments are received for 
either Endowment Fund, the person for whom the donation has been 
given will be remembered in six masses a year, perpetually. A letter is 
sent by the pastor notifying the person, or the family of the remembered, 
that a gift has been received.

SCRIP Program
The St. Thomas More SCRIP Program is an ongoing fundraiser for the 
parish. Retailers such as Family Fare, Walmart, Panera, Walgreens, 
Kohls, etc. sell gift cards to the parish at a discount. Your family buys 
and redeems the gift card for full face value and the parish receives the 
revenue. We have a wide variety of participating retailers to help you 
put your regular household expenses to work to help raise funds for the 
parish. Scrip is sold at the parish offi ce Monday through Thursday and 
Friday mornings. It is also sold on the weekend at Masses. Contact the 
parish offi ce for more information or go to www.stmomaha.org.
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Parish Benefactors

Lansky’s
pizza, pasta & philly steaks

4601 S. 50th Street 
Omaha, NE 68117

(402) 731-1919 • www.lanskys.biz

The Cosgrave Company
Church Goods & Religious Articles
8222 “H” Street • Omaha, NE 68127

www.cosgraves.com
(402) 593-8000


