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St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church
5419 North 114th Street

Omaha, NE 68164
402-493-2186 (Office)

402-493-0630 (Fax)
www.stelizabethann.org

A Letter from Our Pastor
Dear Friends in Christ,

What a privilege it is to welcome everyone to St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Catholic Church in the Archdiocese of Omaha! I hope that this new 
parish guide book & directory provides parishioners, young and old, new 
and long standing, with a very helpful tool to navigate the vast array of 
apostolates and ministries that this active and growing suburban parish 
has to offer. I pray it will also incentivize potential new parishioners to join 
us in the adventure of fidelity at this dynamic parish.

Founded in 1981 by Archbishop Daniel E. Sheehan, we are entering our 
39th year proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ to this portion of the 
Lord’s vineyard. It has been such a joy to begin my service as your seventh 
pastor on July 1, 2019. Already I am awed by the wonderful array of gifts 
and talents among our parishioners, and I feel a unified sense of purpose 
in bringing them all to bear in service of furthering the Kingdom of God.

I look forward to walking with you on the great adventure of fidelity in 
the years ahead. This guide book & directory will be an invaluable tool 
in helping us get to know one another. Please take some time to peruse 
the many activities, clubs and organizations that help forward the Gospel 
message of Jesus Christ in our parish. I am amazed at the myriad ways in 
which we serve the Kingdom here at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parish. In the 
searching and in the finding, may we always know that a compassionate 
and loving God walks with us every step of the way!

Sincerely in Christ,

Rev. Ryan P. Lewis
Pastor
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The History of Our Parish
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Church, Omaha, Nebraska 1981-2019

Archbishop Daniel E. Sheehan canonically established a new parish for 
northwest Omaha in June of 1981, dedicating it to the patronage of St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton, our nation’s first native born canonized saint.  He 
appointed Fr. Thomas McDermott as the founding pastor. The new parish 
would support with students and resources the school at St. James parish, 
with the school being renamed St. James/Seton School.  During the first 
three years weekend Masses were held at Sunny Slope Elementary School.  
In September 1984, our church was dedicated by Archbishop Sheehan.  Fr. 
McDermott served as pastor until June of 1988, when Fr. Anthony Petrusic 
was assigned as pastor.  Fr. Anthony Tresnak succeeded Fr. Petrusic in 
1990.  Fr. Joseph Hanefeldt was assigned as pastor in 1995 and served 
until 2007 when he was appointed director of spiritual formation at the 
Pontifical North American College in Rome. 
On May 1, 1998, ground was broken on the Parish Center and Rectory 
additions to our facilities and occupancy of the Parish Center began on All 
Saints Day (November 1) 1999.  In December of 2002 our parish, together 
with St. James, launched the “Faith First… Campaign.”  Donations from 
this campaign were designated to help update our educational facilities 
with St. James and to be used here at our parish for capital improvements 
and debt reduction.                                     
In preparation for the 25th Jubilee of our parish in 2006, the interior of 
the church was repainted, the pews, carpet, chairs in the chapel, and altar 
furnishings were replaced and the sanctuary was tiled.

Fr. Franklin Dvorak was assigned as pastor in 2007. Fr. Frank Baumert 
became pastor in 2012, serving until 2019. 

The parish experienced a great joy on January 14, 2015 when it was 
announced that Msgr. Joseph Hanefeldt, our beloved former pastor, had 
been appointed Bishop of Grand Island, NE by Pope Francis.  Bishop 
Hanefeldt was ordained a bishop on March 19, 2015 in Grand Island with 
many of our parishioners in attendance.
 
Fr. Ryan Lewis, our current pastor, began his duties on July 1, 2019.
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Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton’s Story
Mother Seton is one of the keystones of the American Catholic Church. She 
founded the first American religious community for women, the Sisters of 
Charity. She opened the first American parish school and established the 
first American Catholic orphanage. All this she did in the span of 46 years 
while raising her five children.

Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton is a true daughter of the American 
Revolution, born August 28, 1774, just two years before the Declaration 
of Independence. By birth and marriage, she was linked to the first 
families of New York and enjoyed the fruits of high society. Reared a 
staunch Episcopalian, she learned the value of prayer, Scripture and a 
nightly examination of conscience. Her father, Dr. Richard Bayley, did not 
have much use for churches but was a great humanitarian, teaching his 
daughter to love and serve others.

The early deaths of her mother in 1777 and her baby sister in 1778 gave 
Elizabeth a feel for eternity and the temporariness of the pilgrim life on 
earth. Far from being brooding and sullen, she faced each new “holocaust,” 
as she put it, with hopeful cheerfulness.

At 19, Elizabeth was the belle of New York and married a handsome, 
wealthy businessman, William Magee Seton. They had five children 
before his business failed and he died of tuberculosis. At 30, Elizabeth was 
widowed, penniless, with five small children to support.

While in Italy with her dying husband, Elizabeth witnessed Catholicity 
in action through family friends. Three basic points led her to become a 
Catholic: belief in the Real Presence, devotion to the Blessed Mother and 
conviction that the Catholic Church led back to the apostles and to Christ. 
Many of her family and friends rejected her when she became a Catholic in 
March 1805.

To support her children, she opened a school in Baltimore. From the 
beginning, her group followed the lines of a religious community, which 
was officially founded in 1809.

The thousand or more letters of Mother Seton reveal the development of 
her spiritual life from ordinary goodness to heroic sanctity. She suffered 
great trials of sickness, misunderstanding, the death of loved ones (her 
husband and two young daughters) and the heartache of a wayward son. 
She died January 4, 1821, and became the first American-born citizen 
to be beatified (1963) and then canonized (1975). She is buried in 
Emmitsburg, Maryland.



Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish Guide Book & Directory

4

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church is a welcoming parish family. Drawing 
strength from the Eucharist we seek to live like Christ. Committed to the Word 
and guided by the Holy Spirit, we reach out to others in response to His blessings, 
by sharing our spiritual and material gifts with all whom we meet.

Mass Schedule
Saturday: 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Daily Mass: Monday through Friday 5:30 p.m.

Holy Day of Obligation Mass Schedule
Vigil Mass, 5:30 p.m.
Holy Day Masses, 12:10 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.
(Except Easter and Christmas; times announced in bulletin)

Reconciliation Schedule
One half hour prior to all masses except Saturday from 4:00-4:45 p.m.

Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
Thursday, 6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Church Offi  ce Information
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. – Noon; 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Phone: 402-493-2186
Fax: 402-493-0630
Website: www.stelizabethann.org

Parish Staff 
Name Title Phone
Pastor ....................................... Rev. Ryan P. Lewis ..... 402-493-2186 ext. 13
 Email: rplewis@archomaha.org
Bookkeeper ....................................Bev Mausbach ..... 402-493-2186 ext. 15
 Email: bevmausbach@stelizabethann.org
Office Manager ................................. Dawn Willis ..... 402-493-2186 ext. 14
 Email: dawnwillis@stelizabethann.org
Facilities Manager .......................... Michael Willis ..... 402-493-2186 ext. 22
 Email: Michael_willis54@hotmail.com
Director of Youth Ministry
Office Assistant .................................... Sam Jizba ..... 402-493-2186 ext. 11
 Email: samjizba@stelizabethann.org
Music Director ................................. Gene Klosner .................402-707-0760
 Email: chergene@cox.net
Custodian ............................................Ruth Rogel ..... 402-493-2186 ext. 32
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Helen Barsell
402-320-4031 
helen.barsell@bhhsamb.com • www.helenbarsell.com 
331 Village Pointe Plaza, Omaha, NE 68118

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
parishioner since its founding: 

Call me, you have a 
“friend in the business”

Call me today for a FREE comparative 
analysis of your home

A member of the franchise system of 

Our Family helping yours since 1912. The Roeder Family has been providing
personalized services in Omaha and surrounding areas for Four Generations.

www.RoederMortuary.com

4932 Ames Avenue
402-453-5600 

2727 N 108th Street 
402-496-9000 

11710 Standing Stone
402-332-0090 

®

Beautiful and Inspirational Gifts 
Celebrating the Catholic Faith

Books  •  Bibles  •  Jewelry
Home Decor  •  Church Goods

Montclair on Center
13065 West Center Rd., Omaha

402.898.4633 • www.GloriaDeo.com

Auto • Home • Life
Don Christensen

493-5900
don.christensen@fbfs.com

2065 North 120th • Parishioner
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St. James/Seton School
William Kelly, Principal ..........................................................402-572-0339

Email: wkelly@sjsomaha.org
 Website: www.sjsomaha.org

Religious Formation Director
P.R.E., Adult Ed & School Faith Formation
Jo Kusek .................................................................................402-572-0369

Email: jkusek@sjsomaha.org

Pastoral Council Members Term/Expiration Date
Rev. Ryan Lewis, Pastor
Cameron Gales, Vice President ...............................3 Year Term/ 2016-2019
Ann Reynek ............................................................3 Year Term/ 2017-2020
Lenal Bottoms, Overflow ........................................3 Year Term/ 2018-2021
Shelly Gray, Liturgy/Vocations Committee .............3 Year Term/ 2018-2021
Michael Howick, Building/Maintenance/K of C .....3 Year Term/ 2017-2020
Agatha Poteat, Secretary ........................................3 Year Term/ 2018-2021
Larry Reynek, Finance Committee .........................3 Year Term/ 2017-2020
Cora Thelen, Evangelization ..................................3 Year Term/ 2017-2020
Dianne Herbig, SJS ................................................3 Year Term/ 2019-2022
Tim Lonergan, President Elect ...............................3 Year Term/ 2019-2022
Brad Schmidt .........................................................3 Year Term/ 2019-2022
David Spargo .........................................................3 Year Term/ 2019-2022

Total Board of Education
 Kirk Heng

Jeremy Kreikemeier
Dale Krupka
Mike Roberts
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St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish 
Opportunities

(Not all groups/activities have started meeting again, but if you have 
questions or want additional information concerning COVID-19 meeting 

restrictions, or wish to sign up, call the contact persons listed below.)

+ + + EDUCATION + + +
St. James/Seton Total Board of Education – The St. James/
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Total Board of Education is an advisory body 
operating under the concept of shared leadership in responding to the 
mission of faith formation. The board forms a collaborative community 
that includes parents, pastors, the Director of Religious Education, and 
the school administration. The board is responsible for consultation and 
advisement on all education programs including: school, Parish Religious 
Education, Adult Education, parish athletics and the Home & School 
Association. It agrees to follow the policies and administrative procedures 
of the Archdiocese of Omaha and the Office of Catholic Schools.

Members selected from St. James and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parishes 
are asked to use their talents, gifts, and insights for the common good of 
the community to promote the mission and goals of Catholic education, 
while meeting students’ educational needs. Members are appointed by the 
pastors for a three-year term. The board meets on the third Tuesday of the 
month and alternates its meetings between the two parishes. CONTACT 
PERSON: Dr. Jennifer Grove, (402) 319-4174; JGrove@csm.edu

Home & School Association –This is a school parents’ association in 
cooperation with the St. James/Seton School faculty and staff. Any parents 
whose children attend the St. James/Seton School are part of the group. 
We sponsor such events as the school fundraisers, holiday classroom 
parties, staff appreciation, food for parent teacher conferences, spirit wear, 
Eagles Wings, annual boutique and so much more. Meetings are generally 
held every other month on the 1st Wednesday. CONTACT PERSON: 
Crystal Anderson; stjamessetonhomeandschool@gmail.com

PRE (Parish Religious Education) – Religious education classes are 
held on Wednesday evenings from September through April for Grades 
K-8. CONTACT PERSON: Jo Kusek, (402) 572-0369; 
jkusek@sjsomaha.org. Volunteers are needed to assist with the following:

Hall Monitors – These volunteers monitor the halls during the classes 
and help the teachers and students before and after classes.

Office Assistants - These volunteers help with various clerical 
assignments and communicate with parents and students who stop in at 
the P.R.E. office during class.
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P.R.E. Teachers (Catechists) – Teachers meet with their students 
from 6:00-7:15 p.m. on Wednesdays using the classrooms of St. James/
Seton School. Teachers/Catechists not only help their students to have 
knowledge of the Catholic faith; they also help their students grow as 
disciples who love Jesus. (Preparation for each class takes an hour. Teacher 
editions and lessons are supplied.)

Parking Lot Helper—Adults watch the children proceed to their cars. 
Children are to walk slowly, stay off the grass, and watch for the cars that 
are moving. Parking Lot Helpers ensure the safety of the children.

Teacher’s Aides – Aides assist the teachers/catechists with classroom 
management, the learning of prayers, individualized instruction and art 
activities.

St. James/Seton School – An integral part of the mission of St. James 
Parish is St. James/Seton School, which is supported by both St. James 
and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parishes and educates some 500 students 
each year in a Christ-centered, educational environment. St. James/
Seton promotes faith formation, academic excellence and service learning 
experiences for students. At St. James/Seton Catholic School, students 
celebrate their Catholic faith formation, academic excellence, and service 
learning experiences for students. At St. James/Seton Catholic School, 
students celebrate their Catholic faith as part of the school environment.

There are a number of volunteer opportunities associated with the school 
through the Total Board of Education and its subcommittees: Faith Formation, 
Student Recruitment and Retention, Developments, Finance, Public Relations, 
Home & School Association, and the Athletic Association. There also is a 
need for classroom parents, cafeteria workers, classroom helpers, etc. For a 
complete list of volunteer opportunities, contact the school office or check 
the online site, ivolunteer. CONTACT PERSON: Mr. William Kelly, 
Principal, (402) 572-0339; wkelly@sjsomaha.org

Athletic Association – The St. James/Seton Athletic Association is 
a self-funded parent organization which sponsors the following athletic 
programs for the students of St. James and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parishes: 
Volleyball, Basketball, and Track. The Athletic Association is always in need 
of volunteers to assist with its daily operation, including coaching, serving 
on its Board of Directors, and assistance with the annual Spring Fling: 
a dinner/auction fundraiser. CONTACT PERSON: Sammie Becker, 
Athletic Director, (402)661-9862; sjsad17@gmail.com
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Fucinaro Excavating Co. and
Conreco, Inc. are proud to be
associated with St. Elizabeth
Ann Parish.

David and Diane Fucinaro
and family –parishioners
since 1989

402-680-5199
Serving Omaha Metro 
and Eastern Nebraska

www.nciomaha.com 

• Roofing • Siding and Gutters • Skylights • Storm Damage
• Windows • Doors • Decks and Patios • Additions and Remodeling

• Basement Finishing • Bathroom Remodeling • Kitchen Remodeling

Parish Benefactors

Midas
9009 W. Center Rd.
Omaha, NE 68124

Brad Bachmann, Parishioner
(402) 397-9070
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Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Assistants – This program is 
an approach to religious formation of children; Level I - 3-6 years old, 
Level II - 6-9 years old, and Level III – 9-12 years old. Atria sessions 
are held weekly at various times from September through May and 
the sessions vary in length from 1.5 to 2 hours each week. Assistants 
help catechists inside and outside of the atrium (classroom). This 
ministry has many available time commitment levels, a few hours each 
month, an hour or two each week, or every other week. Training and 
instruction is provided for all the assistants. CONTACT PERSON: 
Christi Olsen, (402) 740-7790; chrischristi1@gmail.com or 
stelizabethannsundayschool@gmail.com

Vacation Bible Fun – Teachers are needed for this weeklong June summer 
fun session held for Preschool - 4th graders from 9:00 a.m. to noon at St. 
James/Seton School. Adult volunteers are also needed to assist in the Craft, 
T-shirts, Kitchen and Nursery areas. Kitchen volunteers coordinate daily snacks 
for each grade level. Nursery areas are available for the teachers and volunteers 
with younger children. CONTACT PERSON(S): Crystal Anderson, 
(402) 278-2311; Jen List, (402) 250-0775; April Gamelin, 
(402) 677-9227; or email us at sjsvbf@gmail.com

+ + + LITURGICAL MINISTRY + + +
Altar Servers – Boys and girls grades 5 through 8 may serve as ministers at 
Liturgy. They will assist the priest and deacon at the altar and carry the cross 
and candles in procession when necessary. Training is given yearly for interested 
candidates. CONTACT PERSON: Parish Office, (402) 493-2186; 
seas@stelizabethann.org

Accompanists/Cantors/Small Groups – Any singer, pianist or other 
instrumentalist is invited to help lead our congregation in musical worship.

Contemporary Choir – 6th Grade to adult. The choir practices at 7:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday evenings and sings 2-3 Masses per month during the school year.

Bell Choir – This choir practices at 7:30 p.m. on the Wednesday before 
Sunday mass once a month.

Youth Choir – This choir is for 3rd through 8th grade students, and sing 
at Mass once a month during the school year, with a Tuesday rehearsal 
6:45-8:00 p.m. CONTACT PERSON: Gene Klosner, (402) 707-0760; 
chergene@cox.net

Church Decorators (Seasonal) – This committee assists in the arranging, 
preparing and removal of the liturgical setting to reflect the seasonal 
calendar—Christmas and Easter. CONTACT PERSON: Barb Dagerman, 
(402) 493-4563; jdagmankc@juno.com
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Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion – These people 
distribute communion during masses. Individuals who have been 
mandated by the Archdiocese of Omaha or their former diocese are 
invited to become an E.M.H.C. at St. Elizabeth Ann. For new E.M.H.C.’s, 
the formal instruction and mandation ceremony is held by the diocese 
once a year in September. Training is also given from our parish E.M.H.C. 
coordinators. High school students who are juniors or seniors are eligible 
to become E.M.H.C.’s. Volunteer E.M.H.C.’s are also needed to distribute 
communion to our homebound parishioners. CONTACT PERSON(S): 
Marge Czarnik, (402) 498-0877; mczarnik@msn.com

Greeters – Parishioners who are living out the call to stewardship by 
warmly welcoming everyone as they enter Church for mass. Greeters are 
visibly present to answer simple questions and to provide information and 
direction to all parishioners and anyone visiting St. Elizabeth Ann Seton for 
liturgy. CONTACT PERSON(S): Marge Czarnik, (402) 498-0877; 
mczarnik@msn.com

Lectors – Parishioners are invited to proclaim the Word of God on 
Sundays and Holy Days. Lectors, if married, must be validly married 
in the Church. One training session by the Archdiocese and a mass of 
commissioning by the Archbishop is required. CONTACT PERSON: 
Marge Czarnik, (402) 498-0877; mczarnik@msn.com

Ushers – These men and women usher people to their pews, take up 
collections and hand out bulletins. CONTACT PERSON: NEEDED

+ + + PARISH COMMITTEES + + +
Building/Safety/Maintenance – This committee provides the parish 
with a plan to ensure routine maintenance and care of all Church facilities 
and grounds. This includes the coordination of grounds and maintenance 
projects. Volunteers needed include carpenters, electricians, handymen, 
heating and air conditioning, lawn care and plumbers. Meetings are held 
as needed to discuss safety issues.

 Electronic Communications Committee – This committee’s role 
is to facilitate communication between: parish committee to parish 
committee, parish committees to the parish body, and the parish body to 
the community. Meetings are held 4 times a year. CONTACT PERSON: 
Becky Weitzel, (402) 344-0610 beckyw@getabovethebar.com

 Domestic Violence Awareness Committee – This committee was 
formed to raise awareness in our parish that domestic violence affects 
many families in our society and provides information and educational 
materials to help develop healthy families within our parish. CONTACT 
PERSON: Shelly Gray, (402) 493-3006; sdpgray333@cox.net
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 Liturgy Committee – This committee is responsible to plan and implement 
various activities such as the parish mission, days of discernment and prayer. 
This group meets as needed. CONTACT PERSON: Duane Karmazin, 
(402) 571-1689; dkarmazin@aol.com

Parish Pastoral Council Candidate – This advisory board to the 
Pastor consists of 12 members. Elections are held in May for 4 positions. 
Elected members serve a 3-year term. The Parish Council meets the last 
Tuesday of every month at 7:30 p.m. Anyone can submit nominations for 
candidacy. CONTACT PERSON: Cameron Gales, (402) 212-6117

 Pro-Life Committee – This committee is dedicated to implement the 
Bishop’s Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life activities. It responds to the call in “The 
Gospel of Life” to respect, protect, love and serve life in our parish and our 
community through programs which support and promote respect for life. 
CONTACT PERSON:  John and Emma Thordarson; (402) 547-1224; 
johnaustinpaulthor@outlook.com

 Vocations Committee – This committee meets the 2nd Tuesday of most 
months at 7:00 p.m. This committee fosters the support of religious vocations 
among us. They have been able to have the Serra Prayer for Vocations recited 
at all the weekday Masses. They have an hour of prayer after every Thursday 
evening Mass for an increase in religious vocations. They promote family 
prayer for Vocations by providing the Traveling ICONS to be used in homes for 
a week. They have special prayer booklets to help them focus their prayers on 
an Increase to Vocations. CONTACT PERSON(S): Bob & Ruth Zaruba, 
(402) 630-6140; Sue Niggemeyer, (402) 496-0225

+ + + SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS + + +
 Baskets and Bundles – Volunteers are needed to prepare for the silent 
auction at the Parish Picnic. Committees include: basket making workshops, 
auction setup, monitoring and clean-up, donations, computer and print 
work, and communications. CONTACT PERSON: Sarah Castanos, 
(402) 210-4767; sarah.castanos@ops.org
 
Daughters of Seton – the women’s organization of St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton. It promotes fellowship and offers service to our parish. Events 
sponsored are the Living Rosary on the 3rd Monday in October, Santa House, 
Bake Sales in December and at the Fish Fry’s. Proceeds help fund the altar 
flowers for Christmas and Easter. All women are welcome to attend. Dues are 
$5.00 but not mandatory. CONTACT PERSON(S): Lenal Bottoms, 
(402) 964-9125; tlbottoms@cox.net; Danna Plummer, 
(402) 496-2012; dkplummer@cox.net

 Grounds Beautification (Volunteer) - Volunteers are needed to 
help maintain our islands in the parking lot. No gardening experience 
necessary, just a willingness to keep bushes and weeds under control! 
CONTACT PERSON: Marilou Lonergan, (402) 253-6248; 
tmlonergang@gmail.com
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 Knights of Columbus – Our parish has a local council which in turn is 
part of the worldwide Knights of Columbus organization. This is a men’s 
fraternal organization which fosters pride and ownership in the church and 
the community. It sponsors a wide variety of parish activities. CONTACT 
PERSON: Rudy Mettler, (402) 706-3683; kofc9771@hotmail.com

Money Counting Teams – People on these teams serve on a rotating basis 
to count the Sunday collection. Substitutes or “on-call” helpers are always 
welcome. CONTACT PERSON: Parish Office, (402) 493-2186; 
seas@stelizabethann.org

 Overflow Youth Ministry-Since 1992, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton has 
ministered to the youth of Northwest Omaha. High School youth activities 
serve the spiritual, educational, emotional and social needs of teenagers 
through both large group gatherings and retreats. Led by parish volunteers 
under direction of Sam Jizba, youth ministry events are Eucharistic-
centered, parent-driven and peer group-focused. Large group gatherings 
occur twice a month (see calendar for details) and are centered on prayer, 
relationships, and driven by the message of the Gospel. These gatherings are 
tons of fun and include games, service, prayer, music and snacks. Teens are 
also encouraged to meet in small groups led by trained adult small group 
leaders to help meet their need to be understood, to belong, be transparent, 
engage in critical thinking about life and faith as young Catholics, and their 
need for guidance. CONTACT PERSON: Sam Jizba, (402) 707-3496; 
SEA_overflow23@live.com

Large Group Leaders – Parish adult volunteers serve in several areas 
of ministry including evangelization, catechesis, social justice and music 
ministry. Through regular involvement and commitment to regular 
activities, these volunteers provide leadership, support, knowledge of 
church teaching and the ministering presence of Christ to the teenagers of 
the parish. Contact Sam Jizba to get involved!

High School Youth Ministry Participant – Working together with 
St. James, St. Elizabeth Ann has a variety of opportunities to meet your 
need to belong, to be understood, to grow in faith with other teens that 
you can trust and form lasting friendships. Large group gatherings occur 
twice a month at St. Elizabeth Ann parish meet. See the yearly calendar 
on the parish website for large group gathering dates. Teens also have the 
opportunity to attend a fall and spring retreat, attend summer Steubenville 
conferences, and serve the parish and community through various events 
hosted by Youth Ministry. Contact Sam Jizba to get involved!

Middle School Youth Ministry Participant - Similar to our high 
school ministry, we have begun working with our middle school youth, 
grades 6th through 8th, to begin spreading the Gospel to a younger age. 
Fun, friendly and filled with faith, these gathering meet once a month at 
St. James. See the yearly calendar on either parish website for large group 
gathering dates. Contact Sam Jizba to get involved!
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Youth Ministry Support – Providing support to key parish ministry efforts, 
these volunteers provide guided assistance “behind the scenes” in serving the 
overall goals of parish youth ministry. These invaluable supporters give time 
and talent to activities such as providing snacks for the night time meetings, 
providing assistance for special events and prayer ministry.

 Parish Picnic Volunteers – Volunteers participate in a variety of services. 
From monitoring bounce houses and games to assisting with tent/venue 
set-up and tent/venue take down. Volunteers can even be involved in the 
planning process. Our picnic is held every August and features Basket 
& Bundles silent auction and a cash prize lottery drawing. CONTACT 
PERSON(S): Brad Schmidt, (515) 450-8687; bjs9860@gmail.com

+ + + SOCIAL LIFE GROUPS & SPORTS + + +
Book Review Club – This group meets the fourth Monday of the month 
to review books at the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish Center. It is open to 
anyone who is interested in books. This club includes a combination of 
parishioners from St. Elizabeth Ann and St. James. Session runs from April 
through October. Meetings last from approximately 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
There is a $10.00 fee to cover the costs of the book reviewer. CONTACT 
PERSON: Jean Linse, (402) 493-2728

Bridge – Thursday Women’s – Plays on Thursday mornings at Noon. 
Session runs from September through May, third Thursday of the month. 
If all spots are filled, there is a substitute list available. CONTACT 
PERSON(S): Lorraine Keatley, (402) 493-1111; 
Diana Busenbark, (402) 926-3020 

Golf – Friday Night Men’s – Plays on Friday evenings. Session runs 22 
weeks, from April through September. This is a joint group of St. Elizabeth 
Ann/St. James parishioners. Substitutes are needed. People are encouraged 
to sign up as soon as possible. CONTACT PERSON: Ken Murcek, 
(402) 598-8812; kenmurcek.mbp@gmail.com

Melodrama/Olio – This yearly entertainment is put together and 
performed by registered St. James and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parishioners 
who are out of high school. You can work backstage, concessions-or onstage 
as actors, singers, dancers-or crew members. Sign-ups for the Olio (musical 
portion), and auditions for the Melodrama take place before Christmas. 
Rehearsals begin in January and performances are held over two weekends 
in late February. CONTACT PERSON: Tom Laferla, (402) 573-5161

Social Receptions/Gatherings – These parishioners help to organize 
and serve at functions of special recognition. They also provide the baked 
goods. They assist in coordinating volunteers for such events as the reception 
after the Easter Vigil and parish picnic volunteers. CONTACT PERSON(S): 
Beverly Gohr, (402) 493-2655; Virginia Gohr, (402) 496-0228
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+ + SOCIAL MINISTRIES (HUMAN NEEDS) + + +
 Funeral Dinners – A variety of tasks are performed by the committee. 
Co-chairs work together to organize the committee and help prepare for the 
luncheon. Also a team calls from our volunteer list for food and workers. Other 
volunteers have the choice of donating salads, relish, or desserts; helping serve 
the luncheon, or cleaning afterwards. Many hands make light work! CONTACT 
PERSON(S): Jean Dahl, (402) 731-3144; dougandjean44@q.com; 
Peggie Ortmeier, (402) 496-2144; pcortmeier@gmail.com

Habitat for Humanity – Volunteers assist once a year in the construction 
and renovation of housing for needy, low-income people. Volunteers are 
also needed to raise money, recruit additional volunteers and provide 
food. CONTACT PERSON: Danna Plummer, (402) 496-2012; 
dkplummer@cox.net

 Prayer Shawl Ministry – meets to share the joyous, prayerful fellowship 
of loving, compassionate crafting! Since our beginnings in 2010, we have 
presented more than five hundred Prayer Shawls. Everyone has something 
to contribute to this loving work of comforting those in crisis. Instruction and 
donated yarns are available if needed to create Prayer Shawls and other items 
to give love to those in need. We meet year around on the second Sunday 
of the month in the SEA Parish Center Family Room from 1-4 p.m. and the 
last Thursday of the month from 1-3 p.m. CONTACT PERSON(S): Joan 
Connor (402) 493-3702; dennyjoanconnor@gmail.com; Mary Ann 
Miller (402) 468-4014; makmiller@hotmail.com

Siena/Francis House Helpers - Volunteers needed for homeless 
shelter assistance and Giving Tree Program. CONTACT PERSON: Angeli 
Calero Armstrong (402) 960-4612; angeli_calero@live.com

 St. Vincent de Paul Society Volunteer– This group of parishioners offers 
assistance and guidance to anyone in our parish boundaries experiencing 
emergency material difficulties. These volunteers accept clothing and food 
donations in the church foyer the first Sunday of every month. Cash donations 
can be made through the monthly envelopes. CONTACT PERSON: 
John Dagerman, (402) 493-4563; jdagmankc@juno.com

+ + + SPIRITUAL + + +
Bible Study - DVD Bible Studies featuring Jeff Cavins, Tim Gray, and 
others are offered throughout the year. CONTACT PERSON: Jo Kusek, 
402-572-0369, jkusek@sjsomaha.org
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 Christians Encounter Christ (CEC)– An opportunity to strengthen 
and ignite your faith! CEC is a combined effort of laity and clergy offering 
a personal encounter with Jesus over a 2 1/2 day weekend experience, 
beginning Friday evening and ending on Sunday night. You are 
strengthened spiritually as you live and study with priests and laity with 
mass, talks, discussion, prayer, and song. It is held at the St. Columban 
Retreat Center, 1902 S. Calhoun St., Bellevue, NE 68056. Pre-registration 
is required. More info at www.cecomaha.org. CONTACT PERSON: Cora 
Thelen, (402) 960-1020, corathelen@gmail.com

 Adoration to the Blessed Sacrament – This special ministry is 
for those who would like to experience personal spiritual growth while 
providing adoration to the Blessed Sacrament. There is a one-hour weekly 
commitment. Adoration takes place in our chapel. CONTACT PERSON: 
Jean Dahl, (402) 731-3144; dougandjean44@q.com

 Prayer Line – This group of parishioners provides a daily prayer ministry 
for needs and petitions of parishioners, family and friends. CONTACT 
PERSON(S): Shelly Gray, (402) 493-3006; Fran Thomas,
(402) 493-7243; seaprayers@yahoo.com

 RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Would you like to learn 
more about the Catholic faith? Do you know someone who has expressed a 
desire to learn about the faith, or who you suspect may be interested? While 
RCIA is the common way for adults to join the Catholic Church, becoming 
a member of the class does not mean that you are committed to joining the 
Church. It only means that you are interested in exploring and learning about 
the Catholic Church with a group of like-minded people.

If you are:
• Unbaptized, • or a baptized Christian from a Protestant or 

Evangelical background
• Or a high school age or adult, baptized Catholic, who has not yet 

had First Communion or perhaps has never been Confirmed
• Or a Catholic who wants to strengthen & enrich your faith life--

these classes are for you!
RCIA classes are on Thursday evenings from 7-9 p.m. and will begin in 
September on the Thursday after Labor Day. Classes conclude 4 weeks 
after Easter. CONTACT PERSON: Tom Schrad, (402) 493-4112; 
tcschrad@cox.net

Rosary/Cenacle Groups – The Rosary group ca.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the 
Parish Center. Prayers for our priests and prayers for one’s personal intentions 
are said. The Divine Mercy Chaplet is also said. This Rosary group is open to 
everyone! CONTACT PERSON: Mary Chase (402) 493-5848

The Wednesday morning Rosary group meets in the family room from 9:00 
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to 10:00 a.m. We say the Scriptural Rosary, pray for personal intentions, 
vocations, and families. Our group is open to everyone. CONTACT 
PERSON: Sharon Volkmann, (402) 493-8144

 That Man is You! – That Man is You! is transforming men, families and 
society as it presents the vision of man fully alive! Combining the teachings 
of the Church and wisdom of the saints with the best research from modern 
science in an interactive, multimedia format, That Man is You! puts this 
vision within the grasp of every man. Parish men meet almost every Saturday 
morning at 6:45 during the school year with a short break for Christmas. 
CONTACT PERSON(S): Steve McCarville, (402) 575-8575; 
smcrvl@gmail.com; Bill Schumacher, (402) 493-5096


