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Holy Martyrs Roman Catholic Church
120 Allison Road

Oreland, PA 19075

Dear Parishioner and Friends,

Once again, we are pleased to share with you our Holy Martyrs Parish 
Guidebook for 2021.

Our world at large, and each of us, have been facing very challenging 
times because of the global pandemic of Covid-19. We are still in uncertain 
times, but with gratitude to Almighty God for his provident care of our 
parish and His guidance, we are still able to serve our people. We are 
looking forward to a brighter future.

This book is being provided at no cost to the parish and is updated on an 
annual basis. Along with our weekly bulletin, weekly newsletter, “The Martyrs 
Messenger” website, Facebook pages and parish wide emails, the Holy Martyrs 
Parish Guidebook is designed to provide you with important information 
about our parish and help you participate more fully in parish life.

In addition to providing useful information regarding parish services 
and policies, the following pages detail the many ministries in which our 
parishioners are currently involved. There is also a list of area businesses that 
support our parish. Please consider them when you are looking for a service.

We hope you will be inspired to join your fellow parishioners in sharing 
your time and talents through one or more of these ministries.

In the Lord,
Father Jason Kulczynski

Pastor
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SUNDAY MASS is offered on Saturday at 4:30 pm and on Sunday at 9:00 am.

THE HOLY ROSARY is prayed Monday through Saturday at 8:00 am 
followed by the Perpetual Novena Prayer to Saint Philomena.

WEEKDAY MASS is offered in person, Monday through Friday at 
8:30 am.

THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA is prayed on Mondays following 
Mass.

CONFESSION is offered on Saturdays from 3:30 - 4:00 pm on the side 
porch of the Rectory, and other times by appointment.

The PARISH OFFICE will be OPEN - Monday through Friday - 9:00 am - 
4:00 pm. Please wear a face covering and keep a safe physical distance from 
others. You may still conduct regular business by phone 215-884-8575 or 
email holymartyrschurch@gmail.com, or by appointment.



Holy Martyrs Parish Guide Book

3

Holy Martyrs Parish Staff
Parish staff may be reached by calling the rectory office at 

(215) 884-8575 or via e-mail as listed below.

Holy Martyrs Catholic Church:..........holymartyrschurch@gmail.com

Pastor:
Rev. Jason V. Kulczynski .................... holymartyrspastor@gmail.com

Weekend Assistant
Rev. Michael Shea, C.M.

Parish Secretary
Anne Brownholtz ............................holymartyrssecretary@gmail.com

Directors of Religious Education:
Adam & Sarah Dickerson ............holymartyrsreligioused@gmail.com

Parish Services Coordinator, Adult Faith Formation:
Terry Melanson................................ holymartyrsservices@gmail.com

Outreach Coordinator/Parish Nurse/Bereavement Facilitator:
Doris Duncheskie ................................. dorisduncheskie@gmail.com

Business Manager:
Bill Boyce .........................................holymartyrsbusiness@gmail.com

Director of Liturgical Music:
Janet Gries .........................................holymartyrsmusic@gmail.com

Catholic Youth Organization – C.Y.O.
Tom Hasty .............................................. holymartyrscyo@gmail.com

Respect Life Committee:
Bob and Joan Gillies ..............................holymartyrslife@gmail.com

Society of St. Vincent de Paul:
Dan Holmes ..............................................................215-884-8575
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The Celebration of the Sacred Liturgy at 
the Current Time

(The information below is current as of May 31, 2021)

The dispensation from attendance at Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of 
Obligation continues until further notice.

Although the obligation to participate at Mass in person on Sundays is 
dispensed at this time, there is no dispensation from the Commandment 
to Keep the Lord’s Day Holy, with prayer and reflection, along with the 
viewing of a live streamed celebration of Mass whenever possible.

Those who are sick or compromised due to health conditions are not 
to come to church. Likewise, those who are at risk are not to exercise 
liturgical ministries.

THE CELEBRATION OF MASS
The Sacred Liturgy is to be celebrated, as always, according to what is 
prescribed in the liturgical books as directed to the worship of Almighty 
God.

• Liturgical singing should be kept to a minimum. The Entrance Chant 
(The Introit), Responsorial Psalm, Verse Before the Gospel, Holy, Holy, 
The Mystery of Faith, Great Amen, and Communion Chant represent 
the minimum of sung parts. These Proper parts are the norm for any 
celebration of Mass, though they have often been replaced by hymns. 
During this time we have had the opportunity throughout the church 
to restore these Proper parts of the Mass.

• Instrumental music may be used for preludes and postludes, for the 
Offertory, and the Recessional.

• The exchange of the Sign of Peace, which is always merely optional, 
is to be omitted. This sign must never be a wave, or peace sign. The 
presentation of the Gifts at the Offertory is also omitted.
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Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

KARA HALLIGAN
REALTOR®

[O] 215.646.2900
[C] 215.817.5384

[F] 267.419.2926
[E] karahalligan@kw.com

1350 Bruce Rd., Oreland, PA 19075 • Oreland Shopping Center

Pizzeria, Restaurant & Tap Room

Dine in • Pick Up • Delivery215-886-2731

CALL FOR
CALL FOR

DAILYDAILY

SPECIALS!
SPECIALS!

CATERING
CATERINGFOR ALLFOR ALLOCCASIONS!

OCCASIONS!

1-800-917-0097
TriStateStairlifts.com

$350 OFF Any New Stairlift
Expires 8/15/21

Stay in your home and
enjoy the comfort and

safety of a stairlift.
FREE-IN-HOME
EVALUATION
Immediate
Installation

Family Owned &
Operated for more

than 20 years
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Parish History

Holy Martyrs originally began in 1946 as a mission church to St. Luke’s in 
Glenside. Property was purchased in the 400 block of Oreland Mill Road 
and the mission church was built. Each Sunday priests would travel from St. 
Luke’s to offer Mass. This continued until January 6, 1949, when Holy Martyrs 
became a parish with Father James Boland appointed as the first pastor. St. 
Luke’s donated the existing property and church building to Holy Martyrs

In February of 1950 additional land was purchased on Oreland Mill Road 
to build a rectory and expanding the parish center. Because of flooding 
concerns, it was decided not to build there. An alternative site in Oreland 
was sought. Finally, in November 1951, land was purchased in the 100 
block of Allison Road with plans to build a church, school, rectory, and 
convent. Ground was broken for the school in November 1952.

Beginning in September 1953 Mass was offered on the ground floor of the 
new parish center. This was to be a temporary arrangement until a church 
could be built. During this time the altar was in the northeast portion 
of the building, opposite the sacristy, and the congregation sat on metal 
folding chairs with wooden kneelers. The floors were tiled.

In 1954, Holy Martyrs School was opened, using the second floor of the 
building. The rectory was completed in 1956.

Father Boland retired in 1971 and Father Ignatius Sal was appointed the 
second pastor of Holy Martyrs. Father Szal oversaw the renovation of the 
church, which included moving the altar to the center of the building, laying 
carpet throughout the first floor, installing formal pews with kneelers, and 
updating the confessional boxes. He also spearheaded the construction of 
the library, kindergarten and computer room in the downstairs hall and had 
air conditioning installed in the church. During Father Szal’s tenure as pastor 
the mortgage was satisfied, the Parish Pastoral Council was formed, and 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion were appointed.
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Father Ross Macartney was appointed the third pastor of Holy Martyrs 
in 1989 upon the retirement of Father Szal. During his leadership the 
Vincentian priests began assisting at weekend Masses and the next phase 
of the church/school building was begun. This phase consisted of installing 
new windows on the second floor, the flat roof of the building was 
changed to a peaked roof to help minimize some of the rain water run-
off from flooding the basement, the parking lot was repaved and relined 
with planting beds around the property. In 1995 the cross was blessed and 
mounted on the roof of the church.

Because of poor health, Father Macartney resigned in 1996 and Father 
David Doyne was appointed fourth pastor. He continued to oversee the 
second phase of renovations begun by Father Macartney.

In June of 1998 Father Michael Ryan was appointed as the fifth pastor of 
Holy Martyrs. Father Mike continued renovations including the completion 
of the stained-glass windows in the church.

Unfortunately, due to declining enrollment and increasing debt, Holy 
Martyrs School closed in 2009. Children from Holy Martyrs parish enrolled 
in various area parochial and public schools, or were home schooled.

In May 2015, Father Jason Kulczynski was appointed the sixth pastor 
of Holy Martyrs. Father Jason brought with him St. Philomena, a third 
century teenage martyr, and Holy Martyrs became the National Center for 
the Archconfraternity of St. Philomena. He immediately began refurbishing 
the worship area. We were grateful to receive the Altar and Pulpit 
designed for the Eighth World Meeting of Families, which were used for 
the Papal Mass on the steps of the Art Museum in September 2015. Many 
items were obtained from closed churches in the Archdiocese and from 
the Diocese of Allentown. Many items came from Our Mother of Sorrows 
church including a new tabernacle, Statues and Shrines. Father designed 
shrines to the Blessed Mother and Saint Joseph to be placed on either 
side of the Sanctuary. The flooding in the hall was finally resolved so that 
renovations could be made in the lower level including the renovation of 
the Father Szal Conference Room and the former Library.

Outside saw improvements as well. The statue of Mary, Queen of Martyrs 
greets parishioners and visitors coming into the main entrance of the 
church. The memorial to the unborn and children who have died is now 
watched over by Our Lady of Guadalupe. Our Lady’s Garden Grotto was 
created off the rectory parking lot. As an Eagle Scout project, a Monument 
to the Veterans of the Armed Services was constructed at the side parking 
lot and was dedicated on November 10, 2018.

In January, Holy Martyrs celebrated its 70th anniversary and in May 
honored Father Jason on the 30th anniversary of his ordination.
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2019 saw many improvements to the church, including updating the exterior 
lighting. In June, we experienced extensive flooding in the hall. This event 
provided the opportunity to renovate downstairs, resulting in fresh paint 
throughout, installation of ceiling fans in the hall, new closets and shelving for 
the hall, and installation of carpeting in the Father Szal Conference Room

A statue of St. Francis of Assisi was erected on the front lawn of the 
rectory and was completed in time to celebrate this great saint’s feast by 
blessing animals of our parish.

Another Eagle Scout project saw the erection of the Crucifix Shrine on 
the rectory grounds at the corner of Allison Road and Ulmer Avenue. The 
Shrine is typical of wayside shrines seen in many European countries,

Holy Martyrs continues to rent the upstairs classrooms to Martin Saints 
Classical High School, an independent Catholic high school in the 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia.

Holy Martyrs looks well positioned to be a center of worship far into the future.

Holy Martyrs Welcomes the Catholic 
Medical Association

The Catholic Medical Association is an organization of Catholic physicians, 
dentists and health care professionals in the United States and Canada. 
It has about 900 members. It was formed to support current and future 
physicians to live and promote the principles of the Catholic Faith in the 
science and practice of medicine. Their annual conference, “Medicine’s 
Integrity: Reclaiming the Doctor-Patient Relationship” was held in 
Philadelphia and Virtual September 25 & 26. Holy Martyrs was honored 
to host a Traditional Latin Mass celebrated by San Francisco Archbishop 
Salvatore Cardileone.
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Visit Our Parish Shrines
Take a walk . . . de-stress . . . take time to pray and let our parish grounds 

be a source of peace and comfort for you.

Take advantage of the many outdoor shrines and prayer 
spaces on our Parish grounds, especially the new Crucifix 
Shrine at the corner of Allison and Ulmer. The Shrine, 
which is typical of wayside shrines seen in many European 
countries, was constructed by Michael Matthews of our 
parish as his Eagle Scout Project. We are grateful to be the 
recipients of this beautiful gift.

Monument to the Unborn
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Unborn, 

pray for us.

The Mary Garden

  St. Francis of Assisi
                                Pray for us.

   Saint Therese of Lisieux
             Pray for us.

  Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs
  Pray for us.
 The Monument to the Veterans
 of the Armed Services.
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Holy Martyrs is the National Center of The 
Universal Archconfraternity of 

St. Philomena

Saint Philomena was a young consecrated 
virgin whose remains were discovered 
on May 24–25, 1802, in the Catacomb of 
Priscilla. Three tiles enclosing the tomb bore 
an inscription, Pax Tecum Filumena (i.e. 
“Peace be unto you, Philomena”), that was 
taken to indicate that her name (in the Latin 
of the inscription) was Filumena, the English 
form of which is Philomena. Philomena 
is the patron saint of infants, babies, and 
youth.

The remains were moved to Mugnano del 
Cardinale in 1805. There, they became 
the focus of widespread devotion; several 

miracles were credited to Philomena’s intercession. St. John Vianney 
attributed to her intercession the extraordinary cures that others attributed 
to himself.

On December 21, 1833, the Holy Sea declared that there was nothing 
contrary to the Catholic faith in the revelations that Sister Maria Luisa di 
Gesù (1799–1875), a Dominican tertiary from Naples, claimed to have 
received from Philomena herself.
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According to Sister Maria Luisa, Philomena told her she was the daughter 
of a king in Greece who, with his wife, had converted to Christianity. At the 
age of about 13, she took a vow of consecrated virginity. When the Emperor 
Diocletian threatened to make war on her father, her father went with his 
family to Rome to ask for peace. The Emperor “fell in love” with the young 
Philomena and, when she refused to be his wife, subjected her to a series of 
torments: scourging, from whose effects two angels cured her; drowning with 
an anchor attached to her (two angels cut the rope and raised her to the river 
bank); being shot with arrows, (on the first occasion her wounds were healed; 
on the second, the arrows turned aside; and on the third, they returned and 
killed six of the archers, after which, several of the others became Christians). 
Finally the Emperor had her decapitated. The story goes that the decapitation 
occurred on a Friday at three in the afternoon, as with the death of Jesus. The 
two anchors, three arrows, the palm and the ivy leaf on the tiles found in the 
tomb were interpreted as symbols of her martyrdom.

The celebration of her feast days is:
January 10 – The Birthday of St. Philomena
May 24 – Feast of the finding of her relics
August 11 – Feast day

Check the parish bulletin or website for details.
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The Holy Martyrs

The “proto-martyrs” of Rome were the first Christians persecuted en masse 
by the Emperor Nero in the year 64, before the martyrdom of Saints Peter 
and Paul.

Nero was widely believed to have caused the fire that burned down much 
of Rome in the same year. He blamed the fire on the Christians and put 
them to death, many by crucifixion, being feeding to the wild animals in 
his circus, or by being tied to posts and lit up as human torches.

Today, the site of Nero’s Circus, also the location of St. Peter’s martyrdom, 
is marked by the Piazza dei Protomartiri Romani (Square of the Roman 
Protomartyrs) in the Vatican next to St. Peter’s basilica.

These martyrs were called the “Disciples of the Apostles” and their firmness in 
the face of their gruesome deaths were a powerful testimony that led to many 
conversions in the early Roman Church.
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The Symbol of the Lamb of God
The image of the Victorious Lamb of God recalls the words from the Book 
of Revelation, The Triumph of the Elect.

“ . . . I had a vision of a great multitude, which no one could count, from 
every nation, race, people, and tongue. They stood before the throne and 
before the Lamb, wearing white robes and holding palm branches in their 
hands. They cried out in a loud voice:

“Salvation comes from our God, who is seated on the throne, and from the 
Lamb.”

All the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four 
living creatures. They prostrated themselves before the throne, worshiped 
God, and exclaimed:

 “Amen. Blessing and glory, wisdom and thanksgiving, honor, power, and 
might be to our God forever and ever. Amen.”

Then one of the elders spoke up and said to me, “Who are these wearing 
white robes, and where did they come from?” I said to him, “My lord, you 
are the one who knows.” He said to me, “These are the ones who have 
survived the time of great distress; they have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb.

“For this reason they stand before God’s throne and worship him day and 
night in his temple. The one who sits on the throne will shelter them. They 
will not hunger or thirst anymore, nor will the sun or any heat strike them. 
For the Lamb who is in the center of the throne will shepherd them and 
lead them to springs of life-giving water, and God will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes.”
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The Sacraments
The Sacraments of Christian initiation - Baptism, Confirmation, and the 
Eucharist - lay the foundations of every Christian life. “The sharing in the 
divine nature given to men through the grace of Christ bears a certain 
likeness to the origin, development, and nourishing of natural life. The 
faithful are born anew by Baptism, strengthened by the sacrament of 
Confirmation, and receive in the Eucharist the food of eternal life. By 
means of these sacraments of Christian initiation, they thus receive in 
increasing measure the treasures of the divine life and advance toward the 
perfection of charity.” Catechism of the Catholic Church # 1212

Baptism
It has been the practice of the Roman Catholic Church from the earliest 
times to administer the sacrament of Baptism even to infants. Parents very 
naturally want to pass along their own faith to their child and their values 
that flow from that faith. Baptism marks the beginning of this faith life.

Blessed Pope John Paul II called the family the Domestic Church, the Christian 
home where the child begins to experience life as part of a collection of 
families called the Church. At Baptism, the parents and sponsors along with 
the whole Christian community take upon themselves the responsibility to 
make the Church and the world a place that will offer the newly baptized the 
love and support needed to grow to full Christian adulthood.
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His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI said of 
Baptism:

“Baptism serves the purpose of giving a meaning to man’s life, above and 
beyond biological life, so that this life is justified. In an age like today, 
when the future looks dark, the question can arise of whether it is moral at 
all to bring someone into the world…

The gift of life can only be justified if I can give the new person more than 
mere biological life. If I can give him, along with it, a meaning that I know 
to be stronger than all the darkness of history. That is what baptism is…it 
takes him up into fellowship with Christ.

…many still cling to baptism only because it somehow provides the 
beginning of life with its celebration, and its requisite ritual expression… 
Baptism is, in fact, much more than a ritual conferring membership in a 
community, as many people conceive it nowadays. It is a process of birth, 
through which a new dimension of life opens out.”

The Catechism states: Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian 
life, the gateway to life in the Spirit, and the door which gives access to 
the other sacraments. Through Baptism we are freed from sin and reborn 
as sons of God; we become members of Christ, are incorporated into the 
Church and made sharers in her mission: “Baptism is the sacrament of 
regeneration through water in the word.”

Baptisms are usually celebrated in our church following the 10:30 a.m. Mass 
on designated Sundays. Please contact the Parish Office for information 
on scheduling Baptism for your child. Baptismal Preparation classes are 
required for parents, and recommended for godparents, and are held as 
necessary on the first Thursday of the month in the Father Szal Conference 
Room, located in the lower level of the church building. Expectant parents 
are may attend the Baptismal Preparation class even before the birth of 
their child. Please call to register for the class.

The date for Baptism will be scheduled only after the Parents have 
attended the Preparation Program, and all necessary paperwork, including 
the Letters of Eligibility for the Godparents, have been completed and 
submitted to the Parish Office.
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Guidelines for the Selection 
of a Godparent

Godparents play a very important role in your 
child’s spiritual life. They should serve as role 
models of the faith. The child should be able to 
look to their godparent as an example of how 
the church teaches us to live our Catholic faith. 
They should support not only the child but you, 
the parents, as well.

Additionally, in their role as godparent, they 
represent the larger Church community. 
Therefore, being a godparent is not only 
an honor, it is a tremendous responsibility. 
Therefore, the godparents should be carefully 
chosen. In recognizing the importance of the 
godparent and their duties, the Church has 
provided guidelines to help parents choose the 
best possible godparents for their children.

Requirements
The requirements of the Church in the matter of sponsors are clearly 
stated in Canon Law:

Canon #872 — “In the baptism of children, a godparent is to be present 
in order to represent the expansion of the spiritual family of the one to be 
baptized and the role of the Church as a mother. As occasion offers, the 
godparent helps the parents to lead the child to profess the faith and to 
show this by living it.”

Canon #874 — “To be admitted to the role of sponsor (godparent), a 
person must be able to profess with the parents the church’s faith when 
the child is being baptized and be able to help the parents as necessary to 
bring up the child as a good Christian.”
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To be eligible to be admitted as a Baptism sponsor one must:
• Be designated by the one to be baptized, by the parents, or the person 

who takes their place . . . and have the aptitude and intention of 
fulfilling this role.

• Have completed the sixteenth year of age.
• Be a Baptized Catholic who has been Confirmed and has already 

received the most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist.
• Be a Catholic who leads a life of faith in keeping with the role of the 

sponsor. They must be active in the practice of their faith and regular 
in their participation at Mass every Sunday.

• May not be bound by any canonical penalty. For example, if married, 
their marriage must be recognized as valid by the Catholic Church.

• May not be the father or the mother of the one to be baptized.

It is required by Church Law that there be at least one practicing Roman 
Catholic godparent for the Sacrament of Baptism. It is common that there 
are two godparents are chosen, one male and one female. There may be 
no more than two godparents, and never two of the same gender.

A Christian Witness for Baptism
• In addition to one Catholic Godparent it is permissible for a member 

of a non-Catholic ecclesial community to fulfill the role of Christian 
Witness.

• A Christian Witness is a validly baptized non-Catholic member of 
another Christian Church who practices their faith in Christ in a 
visible and sincere manner.

• Any Catholic, who has abandoned the faith, (i.e. formally left the 
Catholic Church) even if they now are active members in another 
Christian Church or community, may not serve as a Godparent or as 
a Christian Witness. They have separated themselves from the Church 
and cannot serve even as a witness to it.
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The Sacrament of Confirmation
The Catechism of the Catholic Church states: Baptism, the Eucharist, and 
the sacrament of Confirmation together constitute the “sacraments of 

Christian initiation,” whose 
unity must be safeguarded. 
It must be explained to the 
faithful that the reception 
of the sacrament of 
Confirmation is necessary for 
the completion of baptismal 
grace. For “by the sacrament 
of Confirmation, the baptized 
are more perfectly bound to 
the Church and are enriched 
with a special strength of the 
Holy Spirit. Hence they are, 
as true witnesses of Christ, 

more strictly obliged to spread and defend the faith by word and deed.”

Confirmation, like Baptism, imprints a spiritual mark or indelible character 
on the Christian’s soul; for this reason one can receive this sacrament only 
once in one’s life.

A candidate for Confirmation who has attained the age of reason must 
profess the faith, be in the state of grace, have the intention of receiving 
the sacrament, and be prepared to assume the role of disciple and witness 
to Christ, both within the ecclesial community and in temporal affairs.

The essential rite of Confirmation is anointing the forehead of the baptized 
with Sacred Chrism together with the laying on of the minister’s hand and 
the words: “Accipe signaculum doni Spiritus Sancti” (Be sealed with the Gift 
of the Holy Spirit.)

The Sacrament of Confirmation is celebrated in the parish annually. 
Preparation for children is through Catholic school religion classes or the 
Parish Religious Education Program. (P.R.E.P.) Baptized Catholics who wish 
to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation should contact the rectory office. 
Adults who would like to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation may consult 
the information on the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. R.C.I.A.
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Sponsors for Confirmation
The responsibility of a Sponsor is to help the person who is going to 
receive Confirmation to lead a good Catholic life. The Sponsor promise to 
be an example in their life and lead a Christian life that reflects the spirit 
and teachings of our Catholic Religion.

Code of Canon Law #874 - To be permitted to take on the function of 
sponsor a person must:

• Have completed the sixteenth year of age, unless the diocesan bishop has 
established another age, or an exception is made for a special reason.

• Be a Catholic who has been confirmed and has already received 
the most holy sacrament of the Eucharist and leads a life of faith in 
keeping with function to be taken on.

• Not be bound by any canonical penalty legitimately imposed or declared.
• If married, must be validly married in the church.
• Not be the father or mother of the candidate.
• Non-Catholics, former Catholics, and members of Churches not 

in union with Rome are not eligible to serve as Godparents for 
Confirmation. Members of the Orthodox Churches, because of the 
lack of unity among the Churches, may not serve as a Godparent 
for Confirmation. A Christian Witness is never permitted at the 
Sacrament of Confirmation.

• Pastors and directors of religious education may recommend or appoint 
a Godparent in situations where a qualified Godparent is needed.

Canon 892 - There is to be a sponsor for the person to be confirmed; the 
sponsor is to take care that the confirmed person behaves as a true witness 
of Christ and faithfully fulfills the obligations inherent in this sacrament. It 
is desirable to choose as sponsor the one who undertook the same function 
in baptism.
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The Most Holy Eucharist

The Holy Eucharist completes Christian initiation. Those who have been 
raised to the dignity of the royal priesthood by Baptism and configured 
more deeply to Christ by Confirmation participate with the whole 
community in the Lord’s own sacrifice by means of the Eucharist.

The Eucharist is “the source and summit of the Christian life.” 136 “The 
other sacraments, and indeed all ecclesiastical ministries and works of the 
apostolate, are bound up with the Eucharist and are oriented toward it. 
For in the blessed Eucharist is contained the whole spiritual good of the 
Church, namely Christ himself, our Pasch.”

“The Eucharist is the efficacious sign and sublime cause of that 
communion in the divine life and that unity of the People of God by which 
the Church is kept in being. It is the culmination both of God’s action 
sanctifying the world in Christ and of the worship men offer to Christ and 
through him to the Father in the Holy Spirit.”

Finally, by the Eucharistic celebration we already unite ourselves with the 
heavenly liturgy and anticipate eternal life, when God will be all in all.

In brief, the Eucharist is the sum and summary of our faith: “Our way of 
thinking is attuned to the Eucharist, and the Eucharist in turn confirms our 
way of thinking.”

 -Catechism of the Catholic Church 1322 and following

First Holy Communion
First Communion is celebrated in the parish in the month of May. 
Preparation for children is through Catholic School religion classes or the 
Parish Religious Education Program. (P.R.E.P.)
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The Sacraments of Healing
Through the sacraments of Christian initiation, man receives the new 
life of Christ. Now we carry this life “in earthen vessels,” and it remains 
“hidden with Christ in God.” 1 We are still in our “earthly tent,” subject 
to suffering, illness, and death. 2 This new life as a child of God can be 
weakened and even lost by sin.

The Lord Jesus Christ, physician of our souls and bodies, who forgave the 
sins of the paralytic and restored him to bodily health, 3 has willed that 
his Church continue, in the power of the Holy Spirit, his work of healing 
and salvation, even among her own members. This is the purpose of the 
two sacraments of healing: the sacrament of Penance and the sacrament of 
Anointing of the Sick. — Catechism of the Catholic Church 1420-1421

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) reminds us: “Those who 
approach the sacrament of Penance obtain pardon from God’s mercy for 
the offense committed against him, and are, at the same time, reconciled 
with the Church which they have wounded by their sins and which by 
charity, by example, and by prayer labors for their conversion.”

It is called the sacrament of conversion because it makes sacramentally 
present Jesus’ call to conversion, the first step in returning to the Father 
from whom one has strayed by sin.

It is called the sacrament of Penance, since it consecrates the Christian 
sinner’s personal and ecclesial steps of conversion, penance, and satisfaction.

It is called the sacrament of confession, since the disclosure or confession 
of sins to a priest is an essential element of this sacrament. In a profound 
sense it is also a “confession” - acknowledgment and praise - of the 
holiness of God and of his mercy toward sinful man.

It is called the sacrament of forgiveness, since by the priest’s sacramental 
absolution God grants the penitent “pardon and peace.”

It is called the sacrament of Reconciliation, because it imparts to the sinner 
the live of God who reconciles: “Be reconciled to God.” He who lives by 
God’s merciful love is ready to respond to the Lord’s call: “Go; first be 
reconciled to your brother.”

Jesus calls to conversion. This call is an essential part of the proclamation 
of the kingdom: “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 
repent, and believe in the gospel.” 16 In the Church’s preaching this call is 
addressed first to those who do not yet know Christ and his Gospel. Also, 
Baptism is the principal place for the first and fundamental conversion. It 
is by faith in the Gospel and by Baptism 17 that one renounces evil and 
gains salvation, that is, the forgiveness of all sins and the gift of new life.
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The Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated on Saturday from 3:30 – 
4:00 p.m., in church, or by appointment. All parishioners are encouraged to 
receive this sacrament frequently.

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick
“By the sacred anointing of the sick and the prayer of the priests the whole 
Church commends those who are ill to the suffering and glorified Lord, 
that he may raise them up and save them. And indeed she exhorts them to 
contribute to the good of the People of God by freely uniting themselves to the 
Passion and death of Christ.”- Lumen Gentium of the Second Vatican Council

Please call the Parish Office to arrange for the Sacrament of the Anointing 
of the Sick in the event of serious illness.

Communion to the Sick and Homebound
Those who are homebound and cannot attend Mass may receive Holy 
Communion at home. Our Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion try 
to bring communion on a weekly basis. Call the Parish Office to arrange 
for this ministry.

The Sacraments at the Service of Communion
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist are 
sacraments of Christian initiation. They ground 
the common vocation of all Christ’s disciples, 
a vocation to holiness and to the mission of 
evangelizing the world. They confer the graces 
needed for the life according to the Spirit during 
this life as pilgrims on the march towards the 
homeland.

Two other sacraments, Holy Orders and 
Matrimony, are directed towards the salvation 
of others; if they contribute as well to personal 
salvation, it is through service to others that they 
do so. They confer a particular mission in the 

Church and serve to build up the People of God.

Through these sacraments those already consecrated by Baptism and 
Confirmation for the common priesthood of all the faithful can receive 
particular consecrations. Those who receive the sacrament of Holy Orders 
are consecrated in Christ’s name “to feed the Church by the word and 
grace of God.” On their part, “Christian spouses are fortified and, as it 
were, consecrated for the duties and dignity of their state by a special 
sacrament.” - CCC 1533-1535
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Holy Orders
Holy Orders is the sacrament through which the mission entrusted by 
Christ to his apostles continues to be exercised in the Church until the 
end of time: thus it is the sacrament of apostolic ministry. It includes three 
degrees: episcopate, presbyterate, and diaconate. CCC 1536

Those discerning a call to the priesthood or diaconate are encouraged to 
discuss this with the Pastor. For more information call the Vocation Office 
for Diocesan Priesthood at 610 667-5778 or visit the website of St. Charles 
Borromeo Seminary www.heedthecall.org

The Sacrament of Matrimony
Holy Marriage

“The matrimonial covenant, by which a man and a woman establish 
between themselves a partnership of the whole of life, is by its nature 
ordered toward the good of the spouses and the procreation and education 
of offspring; this covenant between baptized persons has been raised by 
Christ the Lord to the dignity of a sacrament.” - CCC 1601

The parties to a marriage covenant are a baptized man and woman, free to 
contract marriage, who freely express their consent; “to be free” means: - not 
being under constraint; - not impeded by any natural or ecclesiastical law.

The Church holds the exchange of consent between the spouses to be the 
indispensable element that “makes the marriage.” CCC 1625 – 1626

Couples desiring to be married at Holy Martyrs must contact the Parish 
Office at least six months in advance of the desired wedding date. All 
engaged couples are required to participate in a Marriage Preparation 
program. Further directions concerning the necessary paperwork and 
information about the liturgy will be completed with the help of one of the 
ministers of the parish.

Information about the Marriage Preparation Program in the Archdiocese 
can be obtained at the Parish Office and on the website of the Archdiocese, 
www.archphila.org.



Holy Martyrs Parish Guide Book

26

Liturgical Ministries
Readers

The Introduction to the Lectionary for Mass (1998) and the General 
Instruction of the Roman Missal (2011) provide the Church’s liturgical 
theological foundations for the announcement of the Word of God in 
the celebration of the Sacred Liturgy and, at the same time, provide the 
directives for those assigned the role of proclaiming the Word of God.

Men and women selected by the pastor or chaplain to read for the 
celebration of the Sacred Liturgy because they are of sufficient age and 
competency to carry out this liturgical role in the service of the Word of 
God and those who will hear it.

The lector is typically a fully-initiated member of the Catholic Church without 
sacramental impediment, who lives a Christian life in accord with the Word 
of God, and the teachings of the church, and possesses the human maturity 
expected of those called to serve in the Christian community. A basic knowledge 
of the Bible, Lectionary for Mass, and the Liturgy of the Word, as well as, the 
necessary oral proclamation skills are additional essential requirements.

Readers proclaim the Word of God at Mass and at other liturgical services. 
Training for Readers at Mass is provided by the Office of Divine Worship 
of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia and the Parish Ministry Coordinator. 
Resources, including the Scriptural texts and pronunciation guided are 
provided by the parish throughout the year.

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
In every celebration of the Eucharist, there should be a sufficient number 
of ministers of Holy Communion so that it may be distributed in a 
reverent and orderly manner. Bishops, priests and deacons distribute Holy 
Communion in virtue of their office as ordinary ministers of the Body and 
Blood of the Lord. When the size of the congregation or the incapacity 
of the bishop, priest, or deacon requires it, the celebrant may be assisted 
by other bishops, priests, or deacons. If such ordinary ministers of Holy 
Communion are not present, the priest may call upon extraordinary 
ministers to assist him. Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
should receive sufficient spiritual, theological, and practical preparation to 
fulfill their role with knowledge and reverence. In all matters they should 
follow the guidance of the diocesan bishop.
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Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are trained by the Office 
of Divine Worship of the Archdiocese and in their own parish. They are 
appointed by mandate of the Archbishop and may serve, following their 
Blessing according to the approved rites of the church.

All ministers of Holy Communion should show the greatest reverence for 
the Most Holy Eucharist by their demeanor, their attire, and the manner in 
which they handle the consecrated bread or wine.

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion assist in the distribution of 
Holy Communion during Mass and also bring Communion to the sick and 
homebound.

Altar Servers
Altar servers exercise an important 
role: helping the Priest to lead God’s 
people in prayer. The care and attention 
that Altar servers give to their ministry 
allows the people to pray and for 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass to be 
celebrated with reverence and beauty.

Servers may volunteer, with their 
parents’ permission, beginning in 4th 
grade. High School Students and Adults are also encouraged the call to 
serve at the Altar. Servers are needed at our weekday and weekend Masses 
and at Funerals, Weddings and special liturgical functions throughout the 
year. This ministry provides an opportunity to grow in faith and love of the 
Lord and to learn the importance of the Mass, the center of our faith. The 
necessary training for Altar Servers is provided throughout the year.

Music Ministry
The Music Ministry enhances our 
liturgy through the power of music and 
helps foster active participation in the 
Mass. The Choir practices Wednesday 
evenings from 6:15-7:30 p.m. in the 
church. Cantors lead the congregation 
in the singing of Acclamations and 
Hymns, as well as to proclaim the 
Responsorial Psalm at weekend Masses 
and at special liturgies.

Ushers
Ushers assist at weekend and Holy Day Masses in seating and assisting the 
congregation, taking up the collection, organizing the Offertory procession 
and other duties.
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Parish Committees
Parish Pastoral Council

The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body with the role of advising 
and assisting the Pastor, with informed and prayerful consideration, in 
areas of pastoral concerns and may be asked to work in cooperation with 
the various parish committees addressing such areas of parish life as 
worship, spirituality, community, evangelization, education, and service.

Parish Financial Council
The Parish Finance Council is a consultative body that advises the Pastor 
in matters pertaining to the financial affairs of the parish. The Council 
reviews and analyzes financial data provided by the Business Manager, 
provides guidance to the Pastor in financial matters, and assists in 
preparing financial statements for the parish.

Evangelization & Education
Parish Religious Education

The Parish Religious Education Program (P.R.E.P.) provides 
religious education, faith formation and sacramental preparation for our 
parish children in grades one through seven, who attend public or private 
schools and those who are home-schooled. Sessions are held from 9:00 a.m. 
to 10:15 a.m. on Sundays from September through May.
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Jordan Fleming
215.292.8861

Jordan@thathvacguy.com

Complete Plumbing
Heating & Cooling
Installation•Service•Repair

thathvacguy.com

#PA142524

STREET PRINT • PAVING • EXCAVATING • SEPTIC SYSTEMS

111 Oreland Mill Road
Oreland, PA 19075

Family Owned and Operated
for 4 Generations

Offi  ce: (215) 885-5064
svecchione.com

70 Limekiln Pike   |   Glenside, PA 19038   |   215.886.6440

Building on Our Foundation of 
Quality and Integrity

Since 1959

General Construction  |  Construction Management 

www.dalecorp.com
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The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults R.C.I.A
The Adult Christian Initiation process provides Catholic faith formation 
to interested adults and prepares those interested in joining the Catholic 
Church or completing their initiation by celebrating the Sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist. It is a journey of faith that 
incorporates the sacred tradition of initiation into the Church through 
discussion, formation in Church teaching, prayer and discernment. This is 
an invitation to those who:

• Are not baptized
• Are baptized in another faith tradition
• Are baptized Catholic but have not received the Sacraments of 

Reconciliation, Confirmation or Eucharist.
 Please contact the Parish Office for more details.

Baptism Preparation Program
The Sacrament of Baptism welcomes a newborn into the Catholic 
Church; this Sacrament is the doorway to the Christian life and to all 
the other Sacraments. As such, preparation of the parents, godparents 
and for the Baptism itself deserves very special attention. The Baptism 
Preparation Session takes place in anticipation of the celebration of the 
Sacrament. Parents are encouraged to participate during pregnancy, if at 
all possible. Parents are requested to contact the Parish Office to schedule 
an appointment to arrange the details of the baptism. No baptism will be 
scheduled until all paperwork and Letters of Eligibility is completed and 
returned to the Parish Office.

Prayers to the Sacred Heart followed by Benediction are on the First 
Fridays of the month following 8:30 Mass.
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Respect Life Committee
The Holy Martyrs Respect Life 
Committee works to promote a 
culture of life through monthly 
bulletin inserts, Spiritual Adoption, 
Forty Days for Life, March for Life, 
baby bottle and diaper drives that 

help support mother/baby homes in the area and the 
annual Fall Forum on Life Issues. To support these 
projects the Respect Life Committee hosts an annual 
Pasta for Life Supper on the first Saturday in November and a Christmas 
wreath sale during December.

Coffee & Prayer - Adult Scripture Study
We all want to know what we are doing. We 
look at reviews before seeing a movie or check 
the dust jacket before reading a book. Wouldn’t 
it be great to understand the Scriptures that we 
are hearing at Mass?

Adult Scripture study does exactly that 
– prepares us for the upcoming Sunday 
liturgy focusing on the historical, social and 

spiritual background of the readings. The aim is to be better prepared 
for the Sunday celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, as well as 
to understand the message of the Scriptures. All while enjoying coffee, 
pastries, and fellowship. All are invited to join on Thursday mornings in 
the Father Szal Conference Room, located in the lower level of the church 
building, following the 8:30 a.m. Mass.

First Tuesday – Coffee, Conversation & Prayer
After being nourished spiritually with the Body of 
Christ, during the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, join 
your fellow parishioners and friends downstairs in the 
Hospitality and Father Szal Rooms to be nourished 
with a continental breakfast of coffee, juice, Danish 
and other goodies. There are also informational 
handouts for the month as well as Catholic themed 
puzzles and prayer cards.
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Formed.org
The Catholic Faith. On Demand.

We are pleased to give you a free subscription to formed.org. Entertaining 
movies, enlightening programs, inspiring talks, and a great selection of 
popular eBooks—all just a click away! Diving into the beauty of the Faith has 
never been easier: at home, on the go, or from any internet connected device.

Discover thousands of books, audio talks, movies, documentaries, and 
studies. There is something for every member of the family to help them 
grow closer to Christ and His Church.

Want to create a new FORMED account with our parish?
Visit FORMED.org

Click Sign Up
Select “I Belong to a Parish or Organization”

Find your parish by name or zip
Enter your email - and you’re in!

Already have a FORMED Account?
Visit FORMED.org

Click Sign In
Enter your email

Click the link in your email
You’re in! No more passwords!

The Works of Mercy
Holiday Outreach

Thanksgiving Baskets
Parishioners are invited to adopt a family at Thanksgiving, providing a 
turkey, a complete uncooked meal & dessert. Baskets are delivered to the 
families on the Monday before Thanksgiving.

If you would like to donate a basket, or if you know of a parishioner or neighbor 
who would appreciate a basket please contact Doris at the 
Parish Office.

Advent Giving Tree
The Advent Giving Tree assists needy families in the area as 
well as local Mother/Baby homes. Parishioners select a tag 
from one of the trees that are set up in the church lobbies. 
They purchase the gift, wrap and return it. St. Vincent DePaul 
members deliver the gifts.
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Caring for Friends
[Formerly Aid for Friends]
This ministry provides free, frozen, home-cooked meals 
and friendly visits to the homebound or needy in the 
area. Volunteers can prepare meals that are stored in 
our freezer and/or deliver meals weekly and spend time 
with the individual. Meals are needed year-round. Please 
contact the Parish Office for more details.

Also contact the Parish Office if you or someone you know needs meals to 
be delivered.

Bereavement Ministry
The Bereavement Ministry accompanies 
the grieving family throughout the funeral 
planning process. They keep in touch with the 
families’ through notes and care cards after 
the funeral and the bi-monthly grief group allows those grieving to come 
together in community to share their grief and build new lives.

Outreach
The Outreach Ministry provides rides for those who do not drive to 
church, doctor’s appointments, and other activities. The team also, upon 
request, visits and spends time with homebound parishioners, allowing 
full-time family caregivers a time of respite.

Prayer Request Line
This is an intercessory prayer line in which parishioners pray for those 
who request prayers. All intercessions are confidential. To request prayers, 
or to join in this prayer ministry, contact the Parish Office.

Red Cross Blood Drive
The contribution of the lifesaving gift of blood is always 
needed. Holy Martyrs sponsors two blood drives each 
year, in June and December. Exact dates and times will 
be announced in the parish bulletin and on our website 
holymartyrschurch.org.

St. Vincent De Paul Society
The St. Vincent de Paul Society assists the local poor 
with clothing, food, rent and other necessities. It is 
financed through the financial donations by parishioners, 
particularly through the “poor boxes” inside the church. 
Clothing drives are conducted in May and November 
to accept donations of gently used clothing and small 
household items. Contact the Parish Office for more 
information or if your family is in need of assistance.
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Lenten Soup Supper
During Lent we have many opportunities for prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving. A great opportunity for all three 
is the annual soup supper. Parishioners bring a crockpot 
of soup to share, as a community we pray and share a 
poor person’s meal of soup, bread and water. A free-will 
offering is taken up to support a local charity.

In the past, these offerings have been contributed to 
Mother/Baby homes in the area, a literacy program, 
Father Chuck’s Challenge, Mother of Mercy House in 
Kensington, the Sister of Life, and St. Francis Inn.

Works of Service
Parish Nurse
The Parish Nurse Ministry has been established to enable parishioners 
to live enhanced lives by assisting with their physical, emotional, and 
spiritual needs. The parish nurse, supported by trained professionals and 
lay volunteers, assists parishioners in modifying their lifestyles, adjusting 
to disease, coping with chronic illness and other health concerns.

Role of the Parish Nurse
• Health counselor – Discuss health problems and makes visits to 

homes, hospitals, and nursing homes as needed
• Referral Service – Acts as a liaison to community resources and 

services;
• Health Educator – Promotes an understanding of the relationship 

between lifestyles, attitudes, faith, and well-being

Other Services Provided:
• Blood Pressure Screening,
• Home visitation,
• Hospital visitation,
• Discussion of discharge after hospitalization,
• Guidance on available community resources,
• Provides volunteers to assist the sick and elderly with light 

housekeeping and yard work,
• Provides respite care and companionship.

Laundering of Altar Linens
Parish volunteers launder and iron the smaller altar linens used at Mass. 
Volunteers are scheduled approximately one a month.

Sewing Baptismal Garments
At the Sacrament of Baptism, a white garment is presented to the newly 
baptized as a sign of the new life in God and immortality which they 
receive in this Sacrament. Volunteers in our parish sew and prepare the 
white garments that are presented to the infant during the Sacrament of 
Baptism. If sewing is your gift consider sharing it with the families of our 
church. Call the Parish Office for more information.
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Church Cleaners (Holy Dusters)
“Cleanliness is next to Godliness” Teams of volunteers dust, vacuum and 
generally clean the church on a weekly basis. Depending on the number 
of volunteers at a given time, each team is scheduled approximately every 
five weeks.

Collection Counters
Teams serve on a rotating schedule to count the weekly offertory 
donations. Collections are counted Sundays after the 8:00 A.M. Mass and 
on Monday mornings.

Flower Ministry
Volunteers arrange flowers that are on the altar for Sunday liturgy. 

They also assist in decorating the church for 
Christmas and Easter.

Garden and Grounds Committee
Many Volunteers are needed to keep our 
parish grounds in good shape, individually 
or in teams. Parishioners beautify the church 
grounds by weeding planting, pruning, and 

watering. They also decorate the outdoor 
planters seasonally. Many hands make light 

work. Please consider this important service to our church. Call the Parish 
Office for more information or to sign up.

Athletic
Catholic Youth Organization – CYO

Holy Martyrs Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) is a 
chartered member of the Archdiocesan Youth Ministry 
Program. As such, athletic programs sponsored by Holy 
Martyrs CYO shall at all times reflect the CYO mission 
statement of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. The 
mission of Holy Martyrs CYO is to provide faith-filled 
sports and service opportunities for our parish youths 

and to better strengthen our community.

The following is the Archdiocesan policy from the CYO Catholic Youth 
Organization Archdiocese of Philadelphia Athletic Ministry Handbook:

Grade School Scholastic Regulations:
Parish-School Students

A student-athlete who attends a parish’s school is eligible to 
participate on that parish’s CYO team.
• A student-athlete who attends a separate parish’s school from his/

her registered parish may, in certain circumstances, participate with 
either parish’s CYO. The pastor of the student-athlete’s parish in which 
a student-athlete is registered along with CYO Athletic Department 
will provide the appropriate direction. NOTE: At no time may a student-
athlete participate for the same sport at 2 different CYO entities.

Mary Garden
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Non Parish-School Students
• A student-athlete who is a registered member of the parish and 

attends a school (public, private or Catholic which is not part of CYO) 
other than their parish’s school or is home-schooled is eligible to 
participate for their registered parish’s team.

What Are Coach Requirements?
Background checks and coaches’ orientations must be completed and are 
required before the season begins. For more, visit: 
http://cyophilly.com/for-coaches-staff/

What Sports are Played?
We currently offer the following sports to our parish’s student-athletes:

Fall (registration in August)
• Football (boys, grades 4-8)
• Cross Country (boys & girls, grades 4-8)
• Volleyball (girls, grades 5-8)

Winter (registration in October)
• Basketball (boys & girls, grades 4-12)

Spring (registration in February)
• Track & Field (boys & girls, grades K-3 and 4-8)
• Baseball (boys, grades 5-8)
• Softball (girls, grades 4-8)
• Volleyball (coed, grades 9-12)

Social
Senior Citizens
Our senior citizens group welcomes all seniors 55+ to their monthly 
meetings on the first Thursday of the month, September through June. 
The meetings are held in the parish hall beginning at noon. Bring a brown 
bag lunch. Dessert and beverages are provided. The December meeting is 
a Christmas party held at an area country club. Enjoy lively conversation, 
interesting speakers, play bingo, and enter for a chance to win the monthly 
50/50. There are also several celebrations throughout the year.

***Because of these uncertain times, we have decided in an abundance of 
caution to not have meetings in 2021. Hopefully, as situations improve, we 
can plan an outdoor gathering for June. In the meantime, stay safe.
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Parish Benefactors
Harold DeFazio
Re/Max Hometown

Cell: (267) 228-7453
harolddefaziorealestate.com

Call Today!

F&M Custom Home Builder
Denis Fitzgerald
(215) 643-2711

Premium Construction Services
Custom Homes

Oreland Citgo
101 Allison Rd. • Oreland, PA

(215) 887-4847
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm

Car Repair and Maintenance
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Annual Events
***Because of the social distance requirement due to Covid-19, some of these events 
may not occur in 2021. Check the bulletin and website for more information. ***

Exposition of Sacred Relics
Twice a year over one hundred and fifty first- 
and second-class relics of the saints, including 
a relic of the cross of Jesus, the cross of St. 
Andrew, the cloak of St. Joseph, Saints Theresa, 
Francis, Dominic and Anthony of Padua. Also 
included will be several relics of Pope Saint John 

Paul II and Venerable Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen. Each relic displayed will 
have an information sheet explaining the life of the saint. The exposition is 
held on November 1, All Saints Day and one day during the season of Lent

Corpus Christi Procession
For several years, on Corpus Christi Sunday — the 
Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of 
Christ — Holy Martyrs has led a procession from 
church around the streets of Oreland, honoring the 
Blessed Sacrament, stopping to hold Benediction on 
the steps of the rectory and concluding in church.

Feast of St. Francesco di Paola
Parishioners of Holy Martyrs have great 
devotion to St. Francesco di Paola, an Italian 
saint that lived in the late 1400, a renowned 
miracle worker and a prophet. At the age of 
fifteen he became a hermit. Later, he established 
a community with a set of rules for his followers 

of penance, charity and humility. He is credited with many miracles and 
the gift of prophesy and insight into people’s hearts.

The festival, held in April, culminates with Mass and a procession through 
the streets of Oreland.

Blessing of Animals
St. Francis of Assisi was an Italian friar, mystic and 
preacher of the twelfth century. He had great devotion 
to the Holy Eucharist. He organized the first Christmas 
live Nativity scene.

To honor the feast day of St. Francis of Assisi, Holy Martyrs invites all 
animal companions to come to the rectory lawn for a blessing on the first 
Sunday of October.
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Traditional Latin Mass
The Celebration of the Traditional Latin Mass, the Extraordinary Form of 
the Roman Rite is held several times a year at Holy Martyrs. Watch the 
bulletin for dates and times.

Fundraisers
***Because of the social distance requirement due to Covid-19, some of 

these events may not occur in 2021. Check the bulletin and website for more 
information. ***

Carnival
Holy Martyrs Annual Fall 
Carnival has been a fixture in 
Oreland for over forty years. 
Running for five nights in the 
middle of September, with 
amusement rides from Tons of 
Fun Shows, Bingo, Craft Beer & 

Wine Garden, and a large variety of foods – hot dogs, hamburgers, pizza, 
French Fries, chili, pork roll, scrapple, along with Nightly Specials such as 
kielbasa and pierogis, cheese steaks, fried won tons – there is something 
for every appetite. There is even a Doggie Bar for our four-legged 
companions.

Last year we had a visit from the Phillie Phanatic, 
who livened up our night. We look forward to 
welcoming him back next year. Who knows what 
other visitors we might have? Come out and see!

Mark your calendars now for September 21-25, 
2021 for the Best End-of-Summer Party around.
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Triple Crown Events
Triple Crown Bingo
Celebrate Horse Racing’s Triple Crown with three 
fun-filled nights. Bet on the horses, watch the races 
on a 65 inch TV, 50/50 and raffles for great prizes, 
wear fancy hats, and enjoy the games and festivities 
of the night. Refreshments are available to purchase, 
but feel free to bring your own snacks and BYOB.

Kentucky Derby – Saturday, May 1st – 
Designer Bag Bingo
• Play Bingo for a chance to win handbags from 

designers such as Rebecca Minkoff, Michael 
Kors, Kate Spade, Coach, Ted Baker and many 
others.

Preakness – Saturday, May 15th – Restaurant Bingo
• Play Bingo for a chance to win gift certificates to area restaurants 

Scoogies, Bacio, Halligan’s, Bella Maria, El Limon and others

Belmont – Saturday, June 5th – Gift Card Bingo & Entertainment
• More Bingo fun. Play for a chance to win gift cards to Kohls, Bed Bath 

& Beyond, Lowes, Acme, WaWa and others

Breakfast with Santa
Enjoy a delicious hot breakfast 
of eggs, French toast, sausage, 
orange juice, hot cocoa and 
other goodies. Enjoy games 
and activities. Have your child’s 
or family’s photo with Santa. 
This annual event takes place after the 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday Mass early in December.

Family Game Night
Break the winter blahs with a fun night of activity, 
games, snacks, prizes, and good company. This 
enjoyable night is held in late winter.
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Outdoor Movie Night
Bring out the lawn chairs and blankets and enjoy an evening of socially 
distance entertainment. The first Movie Night was held in November and 
we enjoyed the movie “The Greatest Showman” with Hugh Jackman. 
Watch the bulletin for the spring/summer selections.

Father-Daughter Dance
The annual Father/Daughter Dance is held in the early spring.

Holy Martyrs Lottery Calendars
Safer than a Casino!
The Lottery Calendars offer the opportunity to help 
Holy Martyrs and take a chance to win some money for 
yourself. Each Lottery Calendar has an unique number 
that is good for four months at a time. If the Pennsylvania Evening 
Pick-3 number matches the number on the calendar that you have 
purchased – you are a winner! The cost of each calendar is $25.

1. Winning numbers are determined by the three “3” numbers of 
the Pennsylvania Evening Pick-3 Lottery as matched to the 
number located on each calendar sheet. Each calendar has a 
unique 3-digit number.

2. All cash winnings will be determined by the amount of money 
indicated on each day of this calendar.

3. The bottom portion of this calendar 
must be filled out and returned with 
$25 donation to be eligible to win.

4. If you are not interested, please return 
the calendar to the rectory so that we 
can sell it.

Fritz’s Sticky Buns Sale
Delicious sticky buns from Fritz’s in Neshaminy have 
been a favorite since 1936. With five toppings to choose 
from, plain, raisin, walnut, walnut/raisin mix, and cream 
cheese topping, this is a popular fund-raising sale. This is 
usually held twice a year – in the fall and in the spring.
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Stock’s Pound Cake Sale
Stock’s pound cake is known far and wide and is a 
favorite of many. With our annual fundraiser, you don’t 
have to drive to Port Richmond to get a piece of this 
delicious cake. Choose vanilla or marble cake with 
vanilla or chocolate icing or no icing at all.

Capt’n Chucky’s Crab Cakes
Take advantage of the area’s best 
seafood market with the Smith 
Island Crab Cake, Maryland Crab Soup, Crab Critter 
appetizer, Talluto’s Cheese Ravioli and Chuck’s Own 
Crab Marinara Sauce. Take advantage of these sales 
during Lent and in the fall.


