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St. Cecilia Catholic Church
155 North Main St., Glen Carbon, IL 62034

Phone: 618-288-3200 or 288-5523
FAX: 618-288-3292
www.stcparish.org

Dear Parishioners, 
In the Roman Catholic Church, the parish is the cornerstone of the church 
universal; as we grow together in our faith and renew our personal relationship 
with Christ, it is imperative to feed ourselves with the word of God and the 
bread of life. As Catholic Christians, we must open our hearts and minds to 
God’s desire for our lives and seek a deeper understanding of his word.

This Directory has been produced for all who come to worship at St. Cecilia 
Catholic Church - those who have been faithful longtime parishioners, those 
who are new parishioners and those who are passing through as students, 
tourists or pilgrims. All are welcome. As a Catholic community united by 
faith in Jesus Christ, shepherded by God our Father, we are called to be 
“missionary disciples”, proclaiming the kingdom of God. Nourished by the 
Eucharist and the Word, our parish family strives in company with fellow 
Christian communities to reflect the light of Christ. As Catholic Christians we 
are all called to “go out and make disciples of all nations.”

The Directory aims to identify the very many ways our Parish is taking 
up the challenge of compassionately sharing our gospel in what is an 
increasingly secular world. My prayers and thanks are with all who 
volunteer to give their time and skills in these vital ministries. Please take 
time to read through it carefully and to select the initiatives in which you 
- and perhaps your family too - would like to participate. All parishioners 
are invited to share in these areas of service in order to deepen our own 
faith and to learn how we can practically and effectively share that faith 
with those who do not yet know the love of God or have fallen away from 
practicing their Christian faith.

To that end, I pray for God’s continued blessings upon each of us as we 
strive to live our faith deeply and love openly.

God Bless you all,

Fr. Patrick Gibbons, Pastor
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St. Cecilia Parish
155 North Main St., Glen Carbon, IL 62034

Phone: 618-288-3200 or 288-5523 
FAX: 618-288-3292
www.stcparish.org

Parish Staff  and Contact Numbers
Pastor - Fr Patrick Gibbons .............................................. pgibbons@dio.org
Deacon - Jerry Cato ................................................................ jcato@dio.org
Religious Ed Coordinator - Paula Raffaelle ..... faithformation@stcparish.org
Music Director - Andrea Bakos ........................musicministry@stcparish.org
Maintenance Director - Alex Kerber ..................maintenance@stcparish.org
Office Mgr/Bookkeeper - LeAnne Scheibal ................... office@stcparish.org
Parish Secretary - Kelly Jones ..................................secretary@stcparish.org

Weekend Mass Times ..Saturday 4:30 p.m.; Sunday 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Daily Mass Times .................. Monday 5:30 p.m.; Tuesday-Friday 8:00 a.m.
Parish Office Hours ....................... Monday-Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Parish Phone ..........................................................................618-288-3200
Parish Fax ...............................................................................618-288-3292
Parish Email ................................................................. office@stcparish.org
Parish Website ................................................................. www.stcparish.org

Family Life Center Phone .......................................................618-288-5523
Family Life Center Email .............................................. office@stcparish.org
Protecting God’s Children ........................................................ www.dio.org
Prayer Chain ................................................................ office@stcparish.org

Sacramental Life
Weekend Masses

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m.
 Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Weekday Masses
Monday: 5:30 p.m.; Tuesday - Friday: 8:00 a.m.

Reconciliation
Saturdays 3:30 - 4:00 p.m.

and upon request
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Our Story
In 1925, Father Charles A. Meagher, a young Irish 
priest, was assigned to Father Charles A. O’Reilly 
(his uncle) who was then pastor of St. Mary’s 
Church in Edwardsville, IL. Filled with enthusiasm 
to spread God’s word, Fr. Meagher began offering 
Mass at Glen Carbon on Sunday mornings in the 
old frame school house. He began to envision a 
small church to serve the needs of the people and 
he set about to accomplish this dream. Taking a 
census of the Catholic population, the resulting 
figures indicated to him that there were both 

sufficient need and financial support to maintain a Church in Glen Carbon. 
He petitioned Bishop James A. Griffin for authority to start a parish and, 
in January 1926, the Bishop granted his approval. The site elected was 
on the highest spot at the south entrance in the village. The dream of this 
young priest and the Catholic families of Glen Carbon became a reality 
when the small Spanish style Church was completed and dedicated on 
June 24, 1927. At this time the parish consisted of 62 families. It has been 
told that the name of St. Cecilia was suggested by Father Meagher after he 
had heard the first choir perform. (St. Cecilia is the Church’s patroness of 
Liturgical music.)

In 1976, St. Cecilia’s celebrated its 50th anniversary as a parish. With 
the collaboration of the parish advisory board, a 14.5-acre tract of land 
along Glen Carbon Road just north of 1-270 was purchased. Plans were 
drawn up and approved and the groundbreaking ceremony took place. 
Construction progressed rapidly, and on May 24, 1980, Father William J. 
Stanley, 5th resident pastor of St. Cecilia’s, offered the first Mass in the 
new Church. The formal dedication of St. Cecilia Church took place on 
May 31, 1981, with Bishop McNicholas acting as Celebrant of the Mass. 
The old Church which had served its people so long and so well was finally 
dismantled in December of 1980.

Knights of Columbus - 
St Cecilia Council No. 13216
155 N. Main Street, Glen Carbon, IL 62034

We are a Catholic family service organization dedicated to the virtues of 
charity, unity, fraternity, and patriotism. Our council offers a wide variety 
of volunteer opportunities which support the church, youth, family, 
community and council. Volunteer time commitments vary by member and 
the camaraderie and friendship from the group are immense. We meet 
in St. Cecilia’s parish hall on the 1st Tuesday of the month at 
7:00pm. For more information, contact the Parish Office.



St. Cecilia Catholic Church Guide Book & Directory

4

St. John Neumann 
Catholic School

142 Wilma Dr, Maryville, IL 62062
Phone: 618-345-7230 Fax: 618-345-4350

www.sjncrusaders.org

In humble service to God, St. John Neumann Catholic School is committed 
to providing the highest standard of Catholic faith formation and academic 
excellence for children in grades K - 8th that God has entrusted to us.

The school has steadily grown in stature as one of the area’s finest spiritual 
and educational institutions. A large percentage of our graduates go on to 
pursue honors level classes and advanced Placement classes in their high 
schools.

Father McGivney 
Catholic High School
7190 Bouse Rd, Glen Carbon, IL 62034

phone: 618-855-9010 Fax: 618-855-9011
www.mcgivneygriffins.com

McGivney is a Catholic high school – not just in name, but in spirit and 
faith. Upon McGivney’s inception, a Faith Formation Committee was 
formed to ensure that Catholic identity is integral in every aspect of the 
high school, and not just an added component. This committee worked for 
years to design a unique faith formation program for faculty, staff, parents 
and students that represents our motto: Servire Culturae Vitae – Serving the 
Culture of Life.

The Faith Formation Committee established the mission statement for 
McGivney around the four pillars of the Knights of Columbus – Unity, 
Charity, Fraternity and Patriotism.

Meet our Sister Parish:
St. Maximilian Kolbe de Dolan

St. Cecilia Church adopted a sister parish in Haiti through the Diocese 
of Springfield Parish Twinning program in the 1990’s. In the past several 
years, priests, parishioners, and our deacon have travelled to Haiti to be 
with our brothers and sisters as they grow and share their faith. In 2015, 
we were able to help Fr. Exantus Fenel travel from Haiti to share with us 
here at St. Cecilia.
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Mention this ad for a tour
and a complimentary lunch

for you and a guest.

618-288-2211
6960 State Road 162
Maryville, IL 62062

cambridgehouse-maryville-slf.com
Managed by Gardant Management Solutions

618-972-9632
Before After

WWW.ALTEREDGROUNDSLANDSCAPING.COM
– FREE ESTIMATES –

• LANDSCAPING
• POOLS
• OUTDOOR LIVING

We Specialize in:

$200 OFF
Project of $2,500 or more

M E N T I O N  C O U P O N

Jason Palmero
Realtor
   Veteran
      Parishioner

Call: 618-954-1653
jason321sold@gmail.com

www.FB.com/JasonPalmeroWCR
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We have generously shared to help them build a sanctuary and a school as 
well as help pay teachers and provide books, supplies, and, in many cases, 
the only hot meal for these children each day. We are very proud of our 
contributions and continued witness of God’s love to our friends in Haiti.

Parish Off erings
Baptisms
Preparation for Baptism involves special instruction for parents. 
Notification to the Parish must take place as soon as possible before the 
child is born and an appointment made for a Baptismal Preparation Class. 
Speak with Father Gibbons or Deacon Jerry after any Mass or contact 
Parish Secretary Kelly Jones at the Parish Office so we can welcome you 
and your child into our spiritual family.

Reconciliation
Jesus on the cross already has “done our work for us.” In the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, we simply give God a chance to share with us the infinite 
merits of His Son. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated every 
Saturday from 3:30 p.m.- 4:00 p.m. or at any other time by appointment. 

Weddings
Congratulations on your engagement and upcoming wedding celebration! 
Please call Parish Secretary Kelly Jones or e-mail the Parish Office right 
away. We will be more than happy to walk with you on this journey into 
your new life together.

Vocations
Is God calling you to work in His vineyard? Information regarding priestly 
and religious life can be found by calling the Office for Vocations, Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 1615 West Washington, P.O. Box 3187, Springfield, IL 
62708-3187, 217-698-8500 X182. Also, please feel free to speak with 
Father Gibbons or Deacon Jerry after any Mass.

Anointing of the Sick
The Anointing of the Sick is a remarkable sign of God’s great love for 
us. Feel free to request this Sacrament of healing after any Mass. Father 
Gibbons will be happy to celebrate with you.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the funeral Mass in the church. Please 
call Parish Secretary Kelly Jones or e-mail the Parish Office.

Confirmation, First Reconciliation, and First Communion
Sacramental training through Sunday morning PSR classes at appropriate 
ages. Adult direction through Rite of Christian Initiation classes with the 
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In Appreciation
Of The Trust

You Have Placed In Us.  
Serving Our Community

For Forty Years.

Randall & Linda Irwin
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Priest.

Parish Programs and 
Opportunities to Serve

Liturgical Ministries
Sacristan
Sacristans assist the clergy and the assembly of faith in the Eucharistic 
celebrations and other liturgical celebrations. Sacristan ministry is a time-
honored ministry throughout our Catholic history. Sacristans assist in 
the preparation of the sanctuary for the liturgical celebration and in the 
coordination of the various ministries assisting.

Altar Servers
Altar Servers offer service to God and the community by assisting the 
priest during mass. The ministry is open to youth and adults. Interested 
youth who have made their First Communion and who are in the 4th 
grade or later are welcome.

Greeters and Ushers
Greeters welcome parishioners and guests as they enter the church and are 
the Ambassadors of the church. They are primarily the first people that a 
parishioner or guest sees as they enter the church. This ministry is open to 
anyone who loves people and interacting with them.

A church usher is a person who helps ensure a smooth-running church 
service and who ministers to people in a variety of practical ways. The 
specific responsibilities of an usher vary, but his duties usually include 
greeting people as they arrive for the service, assisting people with special 
needs, and collecting the offering.

Readers
Proclaimers of the Word give human voice to the Word of God in the 
assembly at Mass. Candidates for this ministry should have strong verbal 
and communication skills, be comfortable reading in front of a large group 
of people, and possess the willingness to commit oneself to the time, 
effort and study required for intelligent and sensitive proclamation of the 
scriptures.

Gift Bearers
The purpose of the Gift Bearers is to bring to the altar the bread, wine 
and gifts at each Mass. This is an ideal ministry for families to proceed 
forward as a family to present the gifts to the priest as it gets your children 
involved with the liturgy very early.

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
This liturgical ministry is responsible for distributing the Body and Blood 
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$25 Lowe’s 
gift card
with in-home 
estimate

75% off  
Labor
Does not include cost 
of material. Other 
restrictions may apply. 
Expires 12/31/19

LeafGuard is guaranteed never to clog as long 
as you own your home or we’ll clean it for FREE

Eliminates the risk of falling off  the 
ladder to clean clogged gutters

Durable, all-weather tested system–
not a fl imsy attachment

Call Today 
844-820-1137844-820-1137  
for a FREE ESTIMATE 
and in-home demonstration

Seamless, one-piece system keeps
 out leaves, pine needles and debris!

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will 
receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Off er sponsored by Englert LeafGuard. Limit one 
per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This off er 
is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.  If married or involved with a life partner, both 
cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must 
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. 
The following persons are not eligible for this off er: employees of Company or affi  liated 
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company 
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company cus-
tomers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may 
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to 
the participant via fi rst class United States Mail within 21 days of completion of the in-home 
consultation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Of-
fer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe’s and is subject to change without notice prior to 
reservation.  Expires 12/31/19



St. Cecilia Catholic Church Guide Book & Directory

10

of Christ at the weekend Masses and other times Mass is celebrated.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Ministers offer our children the opportunity 
to hear and discuss the Word of God in a format more relevant to their age 
group. The readings they hear correspond with the readings the adults are 
hearing in the church. We share the Word to discuss its meaning and how 
to apply it to our everyday lives. All children are welcome. The children 
are invited up to the altar after the Opening Prayer, process out, and 
return to the church before the Eucharistic Prayer.

Music Ministries
Cantors
The role of Cantor is to lead the assembly in all forms of sung prayer 
during the Mass. Cantors are leaders and followers at the same time. 
Encouraging the assembly to sing by bravely entering into the song, and 
knowing when to let the congregation lead the song is important as well.

Choir Members
Choir Members draw on the treasury of sacred music, singing compositions 
by composers of various periods and in various musical styles as well 
as music that expresses the faith of the various cultures that enrich the 
Church.

Instrumentalists
These individuals give greater praise to the Lord in the celebration of our 
liturgy as they share their talents for playing musical instruments. They 
add harmony and greater melody to the assembly’s sung prayer. 

Handbell Choir
The Handbell Choir is a vibrant group of people who enjoy making music 
together as an ensemble. Comprised of people with a wide variety of 
ages and musical experiences, this group has a lot of fun making music 
together.

Parish Volunteers
Hospitality
These ministers invite fellowship to continue after the Sunday morning 
liturgies on the first Sunday of every month (except during Lent) in the 
Parish Hall. They extend hospitality to the community by providing coffee, 
donuts, and a smile. The ministry is a wonderful opportunity for families 
to minister together.

Art and Environment
This ministry helps in designing, planning, and decorating the Church for 
the liturgical year and for various liturgical celebrations. Through the use 
of flowers, coloring, fabric, statuary and design, we enhance the worship 
environment through the medium of art. We welcome those who enjoy 
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creating an enhanced environment to share their gifts with us.

Funeral Luncheons
Our funeral luncheon volunteers play a special role in comforting those 
who are grieving by preparing a dish, serving as part of a team and 
cleaning up.

Quilters
Quilters meet every Wednesday from 8:00-11:00 a.m. at the Family Life 
Center. They work together to create beautiful quilts that are raffled 
for fundraising. Quilts are also available for purchase. Experience not 
necessary – if you can hand sew and use a thimble, we can teach you to 
quilt.

Food Pantry
The Food Pantry provides, free of charge, groceries for people who live 
locally. We get support from many groups and individuals in the Glen 
Carbon area for food donations as well as monetary donations. There is 
a group of willing volunteers who serve every Wednesday to help patrons 
get bags of food. Each week several people shop to keep the shelves 
stocked with necessary items. We always need volunteers. The pantry is 
located within St. Cecilia Church in the Parish Hall.

Rosary Makers
Rosary Makers meet the 2nd Tuesday of each month at the FLC to make 
rosaries together and have a potluck lunch. They also make rosaries at home.

Welcome Committee
This committee examines and implements ways to give our visitors and 
parishioners a friendly, inviting experience. We also extend well wishes 
and encouragement to those in need through our card ministry.

Faith Formation
Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA)
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process by which 
people can question, search, and inquire into the Catholic faith. RCIA is 
a journey which leads many to seek full membership in our Church. For 
further information please contact the Parish Office.

Renew
This class meets Wednesday morning to reflect on the upcoming mass 
reading. We delve deeper into scripture and look for ways to apply the 
message to our daily life.

Bible Study
Each year, we offer several opportunities to explore the Bible and experience 
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the life changing power of God’s Word for both Adults and Teens.

Parish School of Religion (PSR)
The Parish School of Religion assists families with the religious formation 
of their children enrolled in public or private non-Catholic schools. The 
program is designed to foster full and active participation in the life and 
mission of the Roman Catholic Church through experiences in prayer, 
scripture, religious study, and participation in the sacramental life of the 
parish. Pre-Kindergarten through 8th Grade Classes are held between 
Masses on Sundays from September through May.
 
Totus Tuus
Totus Tuus is a week-long Catholic summer “parish mission” program 
for youth in 1st-12th grade that is dedicated to sharing the Gospel and 
promoting the Catholic faith through catechetical instruction, Christian 
witness, vocational discernment, Marian devotion, and Eucharistic 
worship. The goal of Totus Tuus is to help young people develop their 
relationship with Jesus Christ so that there is an intimate friendship.

Youth Group
Saint Cecilia’s Youth Group Ministry creates an environment which leads 
its youth into a deeper relationship with God through Jesus Christ and His 
Church. Our group is open to youth in 5th through 12th Grades. Through 
fun and fellowship, we strive to create a community which is open and 
welcoming to all so that we might build up the body of Christ and become 
active witnesses of His love within our local neighborhoods and world. 
Our mission is accomplished primarily through the celebration of the 
Eucharist, study and discussion of the teachings of Christ and His Church, 
and through the participation in service, stewardship and other activities.


