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St. Bernadette Parish
2256 Clague Rd., Westlake, OH 44145

(440) 734-1300

Dear Parish Family,

“To the world you may be one person, but to 
one person, you may be the world.” This quote 
seems apropos for the introduction to our new 
Parish Directory. In our contemporary world, 
the fast pace of life can cause us to feel alone or 
insignificant. Yet, to the St. Bernadette family, 
each of you means “the world” to our community.

This directory is an effort to connect you with 
one another as parishioners and friends. It is 
the hope that, as parish, our life together never 

be static or inactive, but rather flourishing through our celebration of 
Eucharist and sharing our faith that is God’s gift.

This directory also includes a description of parish ministries, activities 
and programs. While our parish grounds and buildings are beautiful, what 
gives life to the physical plant is the spirit of each of you as you worship 
God and serve one another.

As pastor, I am honored to serve you and I am always inspired by your 
generosity.

“To the world you may be one person, but to one person, you may be the 
world!”

Sincerely in Christ,
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Parish History
In November of 1950, Archbishop Hoban established the first Catholic parish 
in Westlake and appointed Rev. Joseph C. Dempsey as the founding pastor. 
Father Dempsey, who had just returned from Lourdes at the time, suggested 
that the new parish be placed under the patronage of Saint Bernadette. About 
250 families from St. Angela and St. Christopher parishes comprised the new 
St. Bernadette Parish, and for 18 months Mass was offered in the auditorium 
of Dover School. By September 8, 1952, construction was completed on a 
five-room school and a gymnasium that would serve as a temporary church 
and would be called St. Bernadette Hall. Growth of the new parish was rapid. 
Since most of the new parishioners had children of school age, St. Bernadette 
School underwent three subsequent expansions. In 1954, St. Joseph Hall, with 
four additional classrooms and the auditorium was built. Two years later, St. 
Pius Hall was completed, along with four more classrooms. In 1958 Mount 
Carmel Hall with its eight classrooms was constructed. In 1975, the new 
Church building was opened for the celebration of Mass.

Pastors
November 1950 .................................................. Father Joseph C. Dempsey
March 31, 1970 ........................................................Father James A. O’Neill
September 1, 1983 ...................................................Father James F. Kramer
May 13, 2002 ......................................................... Father Thomas L. Weber
December 10, 2010 ....................................................Father Philip G. Racco

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Philip G. Racco ............................................................................Pastor
Rev. Kevin J. Fox ................................................................... Parochial Vicar
Deacon Mark Cunningham ............................................................... Deacon
Mary Egan .....................................Financial Manager/Institutional Manager
Maureen Goodwin ...............................................................School Principal
Wm. Chris Hoag ............................................................Catechetical Director
Diana Lipfird ..........................................................................CARE Ministry
Sister Donna Marie Bradesca, O.S.U. ........ Director of Adult Faith Formation

Ministries
Parish Council
The mission of the Parish Pastoral Council is to be an advisory board to the 
Pastor in matters of procedures and activities that pertain to the effective 
administration of the parish. Meetings are held on the last Wednesday of 
each month August through May.
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Finance Council
Every parish in the Diocese of Cleveland is required to have a parish 
Finance Council. The Code of Canon Law mandates a Finance Council in 
each parish (Canon 537). The finance Council is a consultative body which 
makes recommendations to the Pastor. The Pastor is to consult the Parish 
Finance Council on matters of a major financial concern.

Eucharistic Minister
Eucharistic ministers fulfill a ministry of service to the parish by distributing 
the Body and Blood of Christ at Mass and/or to the sick and homebound 
through the C.A.R.E. Ministry. Eucharistic ministers must be recommended 
by the Pastor, attend a diocesan training program within the parish district, 
be appointed by the Bishop and formally commissioned as a Minister of the 
Eucharist. The age restriction is high school graduate and up. Ministers are 
generally scheduled every four to five weeks at a Mass of their choosing. 
Distribution to the sick and homebound is handled on an as needed basis.

Choir
The St. Bernadette Choir is our parish’s formal adult choir. It is made up of men 
and women who enjoy prayer through song. The St. Bernadette Choir is a four 
part choir, responsible for all major events in the parish. Advent, Christmas, 
Lent, Easter, Confirmation, Parish Missions… just to name a few, and many 
other liturgical events that may arise throughout the year.

Cantor
The Cantors are responsible for leading our Parish Family in prayer-song 
throughout the liturgy. New cantors must audition with a liturgical piece of 
their choice exhibiting a wide vocal range. Cantors practice once a month for 
a rehearsal of music, musical techniques, voice development and appropriate 
liturgical leadership skills. A Cantor Certification Program is available 
through The National Association of Pastoral Musicians.

Lector
Lectors fulfill a ministry of service to the parish by reading the Scriptures, 
leading the congregation in prayer, and reading announcements during the 
Mass. Lectors choose their Mass time and, based on the current roster, are 
scheduled a minimum or every fifth week.

Altar Servers
Servers for the parish are boys and girls in the sixth grade and older who assist 
the priest and the parish community in their worship during Mass. Training for 
new servers is held in the spring for any child in the fifth grade and older.

Adult Servers
Men and women Adult Servers assist by serving at all the funerals. 
Training is provided.

Ushers
Ushers are parishioners who serve the parish by greeting and assisting those 
attending Mass, taking up the collection and seeing to the needs and safety of the 
congregation. There is always a need for men and women to serve in this capacity.



St. Bernadett e Parish Guide Book & Directory

4

Greeters
The Greeters welcome all who come to Mass each weekend. Greeters stand 
at the doors of the church and greet the parishioners and guests. They 
extend the hospitality of the parish through a kind word, a handshake, or 
a helping hand to those entering the church.

RCIA
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is the process by which people 
become members of the Roman Catholic Church. This involves a gradual 
formation of individuals as they study Scripture, Church doctrine, liturgy, 
and prayer - all centered on Jesus Christ. RCIA is an on-going process, 
allowing adults who are searching the opportunity to inquire and join at 
any time throughout the year. Each person with a sponsor travels together 
on this journey of faith, focusing on the central principle of the Rite which 
is a conversion to a deeper relationship with Christ.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Children’s Liturgy of the Word helps the children to celebrate the presence 
of God in His Word. This ministry helps the children to experience the 
church as a community. It encourages children to form a loving and 
generous response to the Word of God. It encourages parents to bring 
their children to Mass and to come as a family on a regular basis. St. 
Bernadette’s Children’s Liturgy of the Word is on Sunday mornings during 
the 9:00 AM Mass. All children ages 3-6 are welcome to join us.

C.A.R.E. Ministry (Christians Aiming to Respond to Each other)
The C.A.R.E. Ministry ministers to the sick, the elderly, and the 
homebound of the parish through visits, by bringing Eucharist to them and 
other ways that promote their spiritual well-being. Volunteers reach out to 
bring Christ to those who can no longer participate actively in the spiritual 
activities of the parish and help them feel a sense of connectedness and 
support from their parish family. For those seeking a way of helping others, 
but having limited volunteer time, C.A.R.E. is an opportunity.

PSR
Parish School of Religion (PSR) at St. Bernadette parish is the primary parish 
school of religion for our children who do not attend a Catholic School. 
Though parents are the main educators of their children in the faith, PSR’s 
main function is to assist parents educate their children in our Catholic Faith.

St. Bernadette’s PSR Program serves the faith formation needs of children 
from Kindergarten to 8th grade, including Sacramental Preparation along 
with our Day School students. Guided by the example and teachings of 
our Holy Father Pope Francis places the apostolate of evangelization and 
catechesis at the heart of the Catholic mission. The PSR Program meets on 
Monday evenings from 6:00-7:30 PM in the School classrooms.



St. Bernadett e Parish Guide Book & Directory

5

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

www.kpcohio.com    440.871.1112

Steven M Rini
Senior Vice President
Resident Dir. - Wealth Mgmt.
216.363.6620
1375 East 9th Street, Suite 1400
Cleveland, OH 44114
h  p://www.fa.ml.com/dbsr

©2019 Bank of America Corpora  on. All rights reserved. ARVBHCMB  |  MLWM-100-AD  |  470944PM-1017  |  12/2019

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products
and services offered by Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith
Incorporated, a registered broker-dealer and Member SIPC,
and other subsidiariesof Bank of America Corporation.

Experience.

Integrity.

Results.

MARY FRANCES WEIR
Re/Max Crossroads

216-798-9617
mfweir@gmail.comGraduate of St. BernadetteGradua

Buying or Selling a home, please call

The Benchmark for Quality Service
and Craftsmanship

(440) 937-9134
www.stackheating.com
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Bereavement
Bereavement Ministry assists family members of parishioners who have 
lost a loved one. Support is offered by attending the wake, if possible, 
attending the funeral liturgy, maintaining contact through phone calls 
and cards, and offering other forms of support as needed. The Feast of All 
Souls, November 2nd, is a gathering of the parish community at a Liturgy 
which remembers all those who have died the previous year.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society
Persons in need are assisted as resources allow. Referrals to agencies and 
other services are available as well. As a safeguard for those who need 
assistance, this ministry operates under total confidentiality. Individuals 
needing financial or other forms of help contact the Parish Office who then 
refers the person to this ministry, after which an interview determines the 
degree of assistance that can be provided. Meetings are monthly.

Liturgical Committee
The Liturgical Committee’s primary responsibility is to assist with the liturgical 
and spiritual development of the parish community by providing liturgical 
experiences which celebrate the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus and 
which give expression to the prayer and faith life of the parish community.

Evangelization
The Evangelization Ministry brings the Good News to our friends, 
neighbors and families with the vision of transforming individuals and 
society through Gospel values. Through study and sharing the Gospel, the 
Parish is encouraged to become a growing, outreaching, faith community 
filled with passionate followers of Jesus Christ.

Athletic Association
This organization is responsible for the parish athletic activities for youth. 
Board members are responsible for the organization of teams, staffing 
of coaches, purchase of uniforms and awards for all sports programs. 
Eligibility for participation requires that a youth must be a member of 
the parish and be a St. Bernadette School student or be enrolled in St. 
Bernadette School of Religion.

Social Action Committee
This ministry aids in supporting the poor and homeless throughout the 
Cleveland Diocese and works toward the education of the parish community 
in justice concerns locally, nationally and globally. The donations collected 
from red border envelopes and the monthly special needs collection are 
distributed to various agencies as designated by the ministry membership. 
In addition to the monthly disbursements, this ministry organizes two 
“Taxables” collections, a School Supplies Collection and an Adopt-A-Family 
Program in December. Continuous efforts include a Service Day, support of 
the St. Stephen ministry and other charitable needs as these occur.
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Can’t be explained ~ 
only experienced

Interdenominational – faith based program 
Established in 1956

Held at Tar Hollow State Park
Resident Camp the fi rst full

week of August
Coed camp for incoming

6th graders to
current year high school grads

All inclusive affordable registration fee
with discounts available

www.sfacamp.org

CORRIGAN CRACIUN FUNERAL HOME

23040 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake
440-331-0999

Yuri Kozij, Funeral Director 
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Adopt-A-Family
During Advent, needy families are “adopted” by members of the St. Bernadette 
community. Families from various areas of the diocese and are provided with 
boxes of and Christmas gifts are selected for each family member.

Sewing Group
This group hems receiving blankets for the Christ Child Society which 
provides layettes for needy babies. They also provide quilts for cancer patients 
at Fairview Hospital called “Care Quilts.” Sewers meet once monthly.

Sacristy Cleaners
The Sacristy Cleaners consist of teams of three to four people who 
volunteer to vacuum and clean the church sanctuary and sacristies. Each 
team serves four times a year.

Adult Faith Formation
Scripture Study
“The Word of God alone is salvific!” Twice each week Scripture Study is 
offered; Monday Evening from 7:00-8:30 PM and repeated on Tuesday 
Morning from 9:15-10:45 AM. Sessions begin in mid-September and 
conclude in mid-May. No previous biblical study is required; individuals 
bring their own Bible; notes are distributed. This is a large group study for 
adults who have a strong desire to understand the deeper meaning of the 
Scriptures applied to our lives. No participation is required other than to 
listen and learn, but questions and comments are welcome!

MOD GROUP: (Moms Off Duty!)
Mom’s share with other Mom’s in companionship and conversation about 
raising a family in today’s world! Everyday topics from an interesting book 
offer the backdrop for dialogue and sharing. All Mom’s rearing newborns 
to teens are welcome to attend once monthly meetings.

St. Bernadette Book Club
Contemporary novels are chosen for discussion and application to our 
contemporary experience of life, society, and often to our Catholic practice. 
The goal is friendship and socialization with stimulating conversation. The 
group is open to all adults and meets generally every six weeks.

Coffee House Theology:
The third Wednesday of every month, a one hour session beginning at 9:15 AM 
in the Christian Community Room, examines a contemporary issue or question 
of importance to Catholic practice. Participants are welcome to a cup of coffee 
and to relax in an informal environment.

Young At Heart (YAH)
Sixty+ parishioners and their friends gather on the fourth Wednesday of 
every month from Noon to 1:30 PM in the Christian Community Room 
for Lunch followed by a presentation on either a religious theme or a 
contemporary need specific to the Senior Population. Currently, this 
opportunity has a limited population of twenty-four persons.
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844844--820820--11371137
Call Today for a FREE ESTIMATE

LeafGuard is guaranteed never
to clog as long as you own your
home or we’ll clean it for FREE

Eliminates the risk of
falling off  the ladder to
clean clogged gutters

Durable, all-weather tested system–not a fl imsy attachment

Seamless, one-piece system keeps
out leaves, pine needles and debris!

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. 
Off er sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. 
This off er is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.  If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend 
and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter 
into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this off er: employees of Company or affi  liated companies or entities, their 
immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and 
former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal
or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via fi rst class United States Mail or e-mailed within
30 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Off er not sponsored
or promoted by Darden and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 12/31/2021.

with free in-home estimate 

$25
On Purchases with your Synchrony Bank credit card. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the promotional
purchase is not paid in full within 12 Months. $29 account activation fee will apply. Fixed Monthly Payments required equal to 2.5% of
the highest balance applicable to this promo purchase until paid in full. Off er applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases.
No monthly interest will be charged on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full [within12 Months]. If you do
not, monthly interest will be charged on the promo purchase from the purchase date. Fixed monthly payments are required equal to
2.5% of the highest balance applicable to this promo purchase until paid in full. The fi xed monthly payment will be rounded to the next
highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional
purchase. Depending on purchase amount, promotion length and payment allocation, the required minimum monthly payments may or
may not pay off  purchase by end of promotional period. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion
ends, to promotional purchase, except that the fi xed monthly payment will continue to be required until the promotion is paid in full.
For new accounts: Purchase APR is 26.99% Minimum Interest Charge is $2. One-time Account Activation Fee of $29 charged at time
fi rst purchase posts to account. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit
approval. Expires 12/31/21.

INTEREST-FREE
FINANCING 
FOR

MONTHS!
Yes!Yes!$$Financing
Available
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Groups
Garden Crew
The Garden Crew cares for and beautifies the parish grounds. Work is 
seasonal and varies from general cleanup to planting.

Art and Environment
Responsibilities include design, installation, and management of liturgical 
enhancements on the altar, in the church and community room throughout 
the year. Particular attention is given to the holiday seasons and special 
events on the liturgical calendar.

Faith with Fire
A discussion group for men based on Scriptural events designed to be a spiritual 
resource for living and working in today’s world. Gatherings are held once 
monthly “around the fire” in the Christian Community Room at 7:00 PM. In 
warmer months, the gatherings “around the fire” are held in the rectory garden.

SCOUTING PROGRAMS FOR BOYS
Cub Scouts
Cub Scouts is open to all boys of the parish (parochial school and PSR) 
who attend the first through fifth grades. Organized by grade, the program 
consists of regular den meetings, monthly pack meetings, sports and 
activities and various age-appropriate outings scheduled throughout the 
school year. Father and son activities, family camping, the Pinewood Derby 
home-built model car races and the Blue and Gold dinner are included.

Boy Scouts
Boy Scouts is an outdoor-based skill and adventure program available to 
all boys who are 11 through 17 years old. Boys meet weekly for most of 
the year. Organized by rank, scouts plan and run their own meetings and 
activities. Scouts participate in outdoor programs such as hiking, climbing, 
canoeing, long-distance cycling and primitive and winter camping, plus 
council and high-adventure programs for older qualified scouts. Adults 
provide a coaching and guidance role for leadership and skills. The 
program achieves the BSA’s objectives of developing character, citizenship 
and personal fitness through outdoor and leadership opportunities.

SCOUTING PROGRAMS FOR GIRLS
The parish offers a complete Girl Scouting program for members of the 
parish from kindergarten through high school. Girls may join any year 
and at any age level. There are five levels in the Girl Scout program. Each 
of the Girl Scout groups meets twice per month on Wednesdays. Meeting 
times are usually from 2:40-4:00 PM.

Daisy Girl Scouts
Girls in kindergarten begin a program through which they learn to share 
and respect others while having fun.
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27630 Detroit Rd. 
Westlake, OH 44145
440-871-3761

Brian Corrigan
Parishioner

www.cahoonnursery.com

Drellishak’s
Fairview

Auto Care

Get all of your care needs here

Celebrating 75 years in business!!! In Business Since 1945.

Frank & Debbie Costanzo
Managing Owners

440-779-7755
22690 Lorain Rd., Fairview Park
info@drellishaksfairview.com
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm

Debbie Pa  on - Funeral Director
In Memory of Gil Hanna - Long Time Parishioner

McGorray-Hanna Funeral Homes

Westlake
25620 Center Ridge Road

(440) 899 - 5356

Lakewood
14133 Detroit Avenue

(216) 226 - 5356

www.mcgorray-hanna.com
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Brownie Girl Scouts
Girls in the first through third grades meet regularly with their troops to 
plan and participate in activities in a caring, supportive environment.

Junior Girl Scouts
Girls in fourth through sixth grades are involved in making choices and 
accepting responsibility as they experience planning and carrying out 
activities. The Junior Scout is engaged by earning badges, camping, service 
projects, citizenship, new friendships and spiritual endeavors.

Cadet Girl Scouts
Girls in the seventh through ninth grades work on special interest projects, 
complete Girl Scout Silver Award recognition, participate in special events 
nationwide, do advanced camping, give service to the community or look 
into career exploration.

Senior Girl Scouts
Girls in the tenth through twelfth grades have opportunities to develop 
leadership skills through a variety of program elements. Seniors enjoy 
Girl Scouting with other girls from council, state, national and even 
international organizations. The depth and scope of their program builds 
on previous levels.

Knights of Columbus
Our mission is to serve St. Bernadette Parish and to engage in charitable 
works, support the ministries, families and community, and to assist those 
in need. Knights strive to set an example of what Catholic men should be. 
Membership is open to practicing Catholic men aged 18 or older.

St. Bernadette School
It is the mission of Saint Bernadette School to maintain an educational 
environment that provides the opportunity for each student to grow 
faithfully and spiritually in the Roman Catholic tradition and achieve his 
or her academic, social and cultural potential. We as a parish, faculty 
and staff are committed to developing in students the awareness and 
responsibility of community and the call to serve others and work toward 
social justice. With the guidance and direction of Jesus Christ and the 
assistance and cooperation of the Saint Bernadette parish community, 
students will be challenged to imitate Christ.
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Parish Benefactors

Ohio Valley Supply
Janitorial & Paper Supplies

Free Delivery
(216) 771-0110

ohiovalley@cox.net
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Frequently Asked Questions
Please call the Parish Office (440) 734-1300 if…

• You have a child to be baptized
• You are planning a wedding
• You need to make funeral arrangements
• You need to obtain your sacramental records
• You need a sponsor certificate
• You would like to arrange for a Mass to be offered
• You would like to add a family member or yourself to the prayers 

for the sick list
• You would like information about marriage validations or annulments

How do I register at St. Bernadette? You can register to be a 
parishioner of St. Bernadette by stopping into the Parish Office and 
filling out a registration form or by visiting our website at 
www.saintbernadetteparish.org and clicking on Newcomers>Register.

What are the procedures for submitting information for the 
bulletin or website? To submit information to be printed in our 
weekly bulletin or to be published on our parish website, please do 
so no later than 11:00 AM on the Monday of that week to the Parish 
Office. Please include a contact name and number.

Are parish facilities available for private use? Yes, Dempsey Hall, 
Parish Activity Center, and the Outdoor Fields are available for rent. 
Please call the Parish Office for information.

Can I borrow tables/chairs from the parish? We do not rent/loan 
any parish equipment.

What is the procedure for communion in the home? Please 
contact our CARE Minister at (440) 734-1300 if you are unable to 
attend Mass and would like communion to be brought to your home.

How can I register my child at St. Bernadette School? Please call 
the School Office at (440) 734-7717 to arrange for a tour of the school 
and to register.

Who do I call for information regarding school tuition/
financial aid? Please call the PARISH OFFICE to discuss school 
financial matters, tuition/aid at (440) 734-1300.

 In April, a team of parishioners called each family listed in this 
 directory. If your number was disconnected, the team recorded this 
 and a follow up letter was sent to these families, asking for an 
 updated phone number. All responses received were updated in the 
 following pages.


