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From The Desk Of The Pastor

Dear Parishioners,

This is our first publication of our Guide Book and Directory for the 
parishes of Saint Barbara in Scheller and Saint Mary the Immaculate 
Conception in Mount Vernon! This book will provide you with information 
about the wide range of ministries available, as well as other important 
items such as Mass times, staff contacts, and more. Each year, the Guide 
Book and Directory will be updated and mailed to all parishioners.

The Guide Book and Directory is provided at no cost to our parish due to 
the generosity of the advertisers contained within it. Please support them 
whenever possible and let them know you saw their ad in the Guide Book!

Please take a close look at the pages that follow. There are so many 
ministries with a variety of ways to serve and be served and to allow our 
parishes to function and to proclaim the Gospel. We would love for you to 
share in these ministries.

Fr. John Iffert V.R.
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Saint Barbara
4281 N Scheller Ln.
Scheller, IL 62883

Saint Mary The Immaculate 
Conception

1550 Main St.
Mt Vernon, IL 62864
Phone: 618-244-1559

Mass Schedule:
At St. Barbara Sunday At 8:00 Am

At St. Mary Saturday At 5:00 Pm And Sunday At 10:00 Am

Reconciliation:
Saturday 4 - 4:30 Pm At St. Mary

Sunday 7:30 – 7:45 Am At St. Barbara

Contact Information:
Fr. John Iffert, Pastor ....................................... frjohn@stmarymtvernon.org
Retired Deacon George Munie ...................................................... 244-1559
Kim Diaz, Director of Religious Education ....... kdiaz@stmarymtvernon.org
Brett Heinzman, Principal St. Mary School ......bheinzman@stmarymtvernon.org
Susan Kusmer, Parish Secretary, St. Mary .....skusmer@stmarymtvernon.org
Joann Walker, Church Secretary, St. Barbara ............279-3165 or 316-9999
Christy VanDeVeer, Bulletin, St. Barbara  .....................................................  
  ..........................................dcevandeveer@frontiernet.net or 279-1322
Sue Herr, Director of Music, St. Mary ................sherr@stmarymtvernon.org
St Mary Parish Website:  .............................................. stmarymtvernon.org

St. Mary Parish Office Hours: ...........8:30 AM to 3:30 PM, Monday – Friday
St. Mary School: .................................................................. (618) 242-5353
St. Mary School Fax: ........................................................... (618) 242-5365

mailto:frjohn@stmarymtvernon.org
mailto:kdiaz@stmarymtvernon.org
mailto:......bheinzman@stmarymtvernon.org
mailto:.....skusmer@stmarymtvernon.org
mailto:..........................................dcevandeveer@frontiernet.net
mailto:................sherr@stmarymtvernon.org
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Parish Leadership Councils
Pastoral Council: advises and cooperates with the Pastor and Pastoral 

Staff in planning and coordinating the Parish’s ministry efforts.

St. Barbara Current Members
Chris Anderson Juli George Stephanie Anderson
Steve Wagner Joseph Wynn Clarissa Ziarnek
Brian Klinler

St. Mary the Immaculate Conception Current Members
Jeanne Baker, President Bob Jilek, Liaison to Finance Council
Pat Butler, Vice President Kevin Rettig
Ryan Schmidt, Secretary Susan Cunningham
Dr. Daniel Hoffman Fernando Jacinto
Fr. John Iffert, Ex-Officio, Pastor Mary Jo Pemberton, Ex-Officio, Trustee
Roy Schmidt, Ex-Officio, Trustee Brett Heinzman, Ex-Officio, School  
  Principal

Finance Council: members serve on a consultative body to assist the 
Pastor in overseeing the temporal good of the Parish.

St. Barbara Current Members
Alan Williams Allen Wisniewski Chuck Spotanski
Mindy Trader Stanly Pyszka Mike Frisch 
Pam Dent

St. Mary the Immaculate Conception Current Members
Dean Dickerson, President Laurie Fowler
Larry Long-Croteau, Vice President Jim Randall
Sharon Costa, Secretary Reid Sipe
Mary Jo Pemberton, Trustee Roy Schmidt, Trustee
Fr. John Iffert, Ex-Officio, Pastor Brett Heinzman, Ex-Officio, School  
   Principal 
 Bob Jilek, Ex-Officio - Liaison to
   Finance Council

Trustees: A parish trustee is an active and responsible member of a 
parish community who assumes responsibility as an advisor and 
counselor on behalf of the parish. A trustee is a member of the 
corporate board and serves as a trustworthy advisor to both the pastor 
and consultative bodies of the parish.

St. Barbara Current Members
Mike Frisch Pam Dent

St. Mary the Immaculate Conception Current Members
Roy Schmidt Mary Jo Pemberton
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“Check out our Award-winning line-up”

3423 Broadway • Mt. Vernon, IL 62864
 (618) 242-5100

• Monthly Service Specials • Tire Sales
• Full-Service Collision Center

Jeff and Roy Schmidt - Owners
Parishioners

Cynthia A Bevis                           
Call/Text 618.315.0392 
CindyBevis@REMAX.net  
Broker Associate/Realtor®   
Graduate, Realtor Ins tute (GRI)   
Senior Real Estate Specialist (SRES)   
Seller Representa ve Specialist (SRS) 
Internet Professional (e-PRO) 
Cer fied Staging Consultant (CSC) 

 

 

Each Office Independently Owned & Operated. 

                           Patrick Bevis 
      Call/Text 618.315.0768                             
 Patrick.Bevis@REMAX.net 
             Broker Associate/Realtor®   

2419 Broadway            www.REMAXEliteSells.com 
Mt. Vernon, IL 62864      www.REMAX.com 
Office: 618-204-5084 

 

http://www.REMAXEliteSells.com
http://www.REMAX.com
mailto:CindyBevis@REMAX.net
mailto:Patrick.Bevis@REMAX.net
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School Board: serves in an advisory capacity to help determine school 
policies and procedures.

St. Mary the Immaculate Conception Current Members
Brett Hall – President Greg Banks
Jay Wheeler – Vice President Ray Baril
Caroline Houle – Secretary Anita Bochantin
Floyd Brookman Josh Haile
Jo Lynn Lamczyk Brandon Schrader
Fr. John Iffert, Ex-Officio, Pastor Brett Heinzman, Ex-Officio, School  
  Principal

Stewardship Council: Stewardship, the responsible sharing of one’s 
time, talent and treasure, is an important expression of the call of 
discipleship, according to the U.S. Catholic Bishop’s pastoral letter, 
Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response. The stewardship committee serves 
to examine, reflect upon, and implement ways to better incorporate 
stewardship spirituality into the life and future growth of the parish.

St. Mary the Immaculate Conception Current Members
Mark Roderick (Chair) Pat Butler
John Gleason Linda Huelsmann   
Mark Kabat Debbie Roderick
Steve Shields Fr. John Iffert V.R.
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History of St. Mary the 
Immaculate Conception Church

From St. Neri to St. Mary
In the 1860s, there were a small number of Catholic families in Mt. Vernon. The 
prominent Judge Thomas S. Casey resided at 1314 Main Street, the house that 
has since become Hughey Funeral Home. His wife, Matilda, and a few other 
families, arranged to have a priest visit Mt. Vernon for occasional Masses.

The first recorded Mass, in 1866, was celebrated by the Rev. Blasius 
Winterhalter at the Casey home.

In 1872, Bishop Baltes, and Vice-general Jansen, together with M. Wood, were 
appointed trustees of “St. Philip Neri’s Roman Catholic Church” at Mt. Vernon.

Masses continued in the Casey home until 1880, when a church was finally 
built where the 1921 church stands now. The wood frame church, completed 
at the cost of $2000, had a seating capacity of 60 people. Although dedicated 
to the Immaculate Conception of Mary, the church was given the name St. 
Philip Neri. The first Mass in the new church was celebrated on December 5, 
1880, by Rev. Henry Becker. The church had an organ and a choir loft, but 
without a priest assigned to Mt. Vernon, the little parish had a rough start.

During 1883, St. Philip Neri Church became a mission parish, and Mass and the 
sacraments were only offered once a month. Soon, however, Fr. Henry Hagen 
was assigned as the pastor and he breathed new life into the small church. 
For 38 years, Mt. Vernon’s Catholic community grew, but the walls of the little 
church would not stretch. In 1921, the little frame church was picked up and 
moved north to make way for a bigger, sturdier building. The small church, in 
its new location, was still used for Sunday Mass until May 30, 1922, when the 
new $30,000 brick structure, with a seating capacity of 230, was dedicated as 
the Immaculate Conception of Mary Church, better known as St. Mary’s Church.

The congregation of St. Mary’s Church continued to grow and there 
was an air of excitement as each update brought the church further into 
the future. Perhaps, though, there was no single day as charged with 
electricity as July 23, 1939, when Sunday Mass was energized with a bolt 
of lightning that struck the bell tower. The current traveled from the bell 
to the tolling wire, into the church, passing in front of the altar. There was 
little damage, but a great deal of excitement.

The Catholic community continued to grow along with Mt. Vernon, and 
by the 1980’s the capacity of the 1921 church was often exceeded during 
Holy Week and Advent services. 600 families squeezed into the building 
which seated only 230 worshippers.
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A committee was created in the late 1990’s to explore renovation and 
expansion or construction of a new facility near the church and school. 
In 2007, a fund raising campaign began for construction of a new church 
with seating capacity of 600 to be built on the west side of the current 
facilities, and a groundbreaking ceremony took place on December 19, 
2011.The celebration and dedication Mass was held on January 13, 2012, 
where the new church was blessed by Bishop Edward Braxton.

History of St. Barbara’s Church
The church of St. Barbara had its beginnings in a little wooden chapel 
located at the Scheller Lakes. Franciscan Fathers traveled from Radom 
to celebrate Mass. After the bishop decided to seek a new centralized 
location, a two acre plot was donated by the John Scheller family.

With the help of the 25 parish families, mostly Polish immigrants, work 
began on the new church. In 1898, the white clapboard church was 
completed. Joseph and Mary Bok presented the new church with a large 
statue of St. Barbara, and so the church became the Church of St. Barbara. 
In 1908, Rev. Stanislaus Berent was assigned the first resident priest, and 
Sister M. Humilianna, the first nun to the parish, started the parochial 
school in 1919.

In 1956, an appeal was made for more ground to build a bigger church. It 
took two years to complete the new St. Barbara church. The altar was made 
of St. Genevieve rose marble. Beautiful stained glass windows were donated 
by parishioners, the 1957 and 1958 school children, and the St. Barbara 
Ladies Sodality. A Wicks pipe organ was donated by the Parish of Our Lady 
of Czenstochowa. A school was also built onto the new Church, with two 
classrooms, a sister’s office, boiler room, and sanitary facilities. On 
March 25, 1958, the new church was dedicated by Bishop Albert Zuroweste.

The parochial school closed in 1968, but continues today with parish 
school of religion (PSR) classes.

Over the past 50 years, the church has had some minor repairs and 
improvements, while always maintaining its beauty. Carpet has replaced 
tile floors, walls repainted, and new sidewalks have been built. On Dec. 4, 
1996, the bell tower was constructed and dedicated. Then in 2007 north 
parking lot was expanded.
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Shannon Willis, DVM

Kevin Lamczyk, DVM

JoLynn Lamczyk, DVM, CCRT

12246 N. Sparrow • Mt. Vernon, IL 62864
(618) 204-5837

www.mountvernon.com

    LIFE & DISABILITY INSURANCE          LONG-TERM CARE      ANNUITIES

     aaron.gebke@kofc.org      (618) 660-9309

A shield for
your loved ones
If anything should happen
to you, what would happen to 
them? We’re here to help
you make sure that their
futures are secure. Don’t 
leave it to chance. Let us be 
your family’s shield for life.

Knights of Columbus
INSURANCE
YO U R  S H I E L D  F O R  L I F E

Contact me to learn more about Contact me to learn more about 
the Knights of Columbus:the Knights of Columbus:

Aaron GebkeAaron Gebke

There Is A Story Behind Every Smile, Let Our Team Be A Part Of Yours!

www.ksrennerdmd.com

Dr. Kathleen Renner, DMD, PC
Our Staff is happy to serve your entire family
4201 Williamson Place, Mt. Vernon

618-244-5120
Interest Free Financing - CARE CREDIT

http://www.mountvernon.com
mailto:aaron.gebke@kofc.org
http://www.ksrennerdmd.com
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St. Mary’s School History
St. Mary’s Parish conceived the idea of a parish school in 1943 and began 
a school fund to bring the idea to reality. The idea remained just that, an 
idea until 1953 when the two-story parish house was demolished to make 
room for the present day school building. The cornerstone was laid on 
November 28, 1954, by the Most Reverend Albert R. Zuroweste, Bishop 
of Belleville. The building was completed within the next year, and school 
opened on Monday, October 3, 1955. The school was staffed by four 
sisters of St. Francis of Mary Immaculate of Joliet, Il. one of whom served 
as the Principal/Teacher. The principal assisted Monsignor Burke in the 
management of the school. The school continued to grow from its original 
enrollment of 168 students to 235 in 1966 when it became necessary to 
close the doors due to a shortage of sisters. After a two year period, the 
school reopened it doors in 1968. The faculty consisted of two Sisters from 
the St. Francis of the Providence of God order from Pittsburgh, PA, and 
two trained teachers. Again, one of the Sisters (Sister Amy) served as the 
principal in addition to her teaching duties. The four teachers each taught 
two grade levels, as had been done during the first 11 years of operation.

During the eleven years of operation, Monsignor Burke maintained 
governance of the school’s operation and finances assisted by the principal. 
The St. Mary’s Home and School Association was formed and was active 
from the inception of the school in 1955. Their activities were limited to 
fund raising events at the time. A total parish Board of Education was 
formed in the 1980’s; however, its tasks were not clearly defined and it 
was disbanded after a period of time due to lack of inerest.

But in 1993 the St. Mary’s Parish Council appointed its first Board of 
Education. According to diocesan guidelines, the school board became 
a consultative board which sets policy in accordance with the diocesan 
standards, but does not get involved with day-to-day management of the 
school. The board performs many of its duties through the committee 
system. The committees of the board are: Finance, Ownership/
Governance, Enrollment/Development, Facilities, School & the 
Community, and Development/Public Relations.

St. Mary’s continues to provide high-quality education consistent with the 
state’s guidelines, infused with Catholic teaching and traditions.

Living a Catholic Life
Living a holy Catholic Life means putting God first in all that we do. God 
must be the focus of our daily existence. From the time of our awakening 
in the morning until we fall asleep at night God’s will for our lives must 
take center stage.
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What We Believe
“Our profession of faith begins with God, for God is the First and the Last, 
the beginning and the end of everything. The Credo begins with God the 
Father, for the Father is the first divine person of the Most Holy Trinity; 
our Creed begins with the creation of heaven and earth, for creation is the 
beginning and the foundation of all God’s works.”

  ---the Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 198

Catholic Families
“The family has the mission to guard, reveal, and communicate love, and 
this is a living reflection of and a real sharing in God’s love for humanity 
and the love of Christ the Lord for the church, his bride.”
  Pope John Paul II. On the Family

How We Pray
Vocal prayer is giving voice to what is stirring in our hearts and in our 
souls. Vocal prayer can be as simple and uplifting as “Thank you, God, for 
this beautiful morning.” It can be as formal as a Mass celebrating a very 
special occasion. It can be as intense and immediate as the prayer Jesus 
uttered in the Garden of Gethsemane, “Not my will, but yours be done.”

To meditate is to reflect on or think about God. When we meditate, we 
keep our attention and focus on God so that we can recognize his presence 
in our daily lives and respond to what God is asking of us. When we 
meditate, a variety of things can help us to concentrate and to spark our 
imaginations. We may use Scripture, particularly the Gospels; traditional 
prayers; writings of the spiritual fathers; religious images; or history—the 
page on which the “today” of God is written. Meditation, also known as 
reflective prayer, leads us to conversation with God. Remembering that 
we are in God’s presence, we can listen to him speak to us. We enter into 
God’s sacred time and space and know that he is with us at all times and 
in all places.

When we rest quietly in God’s presence, we engage in contemplation. In 
contemplation we spend time with God in wordless silence, aware that he 
is with us. To understand how contemplation occurs, we can compare it 
with thinking on—or contemplating—a beautiful sunset. We are conscious 
of its impact, but our reaction is wordless. When we experience God 
personally, we feel his love and wait for him to speak to us in his own 
way. The key is to make time to relax and listen in God’s presence, to seek 
union with the God who loves us.
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Prayer for Grace
Heavenly Father,

Send down your Holy Spirit and fill me with your grace to 
help me

Do more than belong – Let me participate,

Do more than care – Let me help,

Do more than believe – Let me practice,

Do more than be fair – Let me be kind,

Do more than forgive – Let me love,

Do more than earn – Let me enrich,

Do more than teach – Let me serve,

Do more than live – Let me grow,

Do more than be friendly – Let me be a friend.

I ask this in Your name,

Who lives and reigns forever. Amen
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P.O. Box 721
1314 Main Street

Mt. Vernon, IL 62864

(618) 242-3348
Fax (618) 242-3359

www.hugheyfh.com
hugheyfuneralhome@sbcglobal.net

HUGHEY
Funeral Home

Serving the community since 1969
When you have experienced the loss of a loved one,

you can trust us to guide you through the arrangements
necessary to create a meaningful ceremony that

celebrates the unique life being honored.

Orthopaedic Center of Southern Illinois LTD.

MT VERNON CAMPUS
4121 Veterans Memorial Dr.

242-3778

CENTRALIA CAMPUS
(St. Mary’s Good Samaritan)

402 N. Pleasant Ave

545-0894

Physical Rehabilitation Center

242-8887

www.orthocenter-si.com

• Pain Medicine • Sports Medicine • Osteoporosis Clinic • Arthroscopic Surgery • Occupational Therapy Dept

• Reconstructive Surgery • Total Joint Replacement • Carpal Tunnel Syndrome • Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation Dept

• General Orthopaedics • Complicated Knee Injury Repair • Hand & Upper Extremity Surgery • Back Injury/Spine Surgery

BOARD CERTIFIED
ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEONS

Joon Ahn, MD

Ben Houle, MD

Aiping Smith, MD

Don Kovalsky, MD

Angela Freehill, MD

Melanie Cross, FNP

Devin Haertling, PA-C

Amanda McKee, MSN, FNP, CCD

H
& M

Hanagan & McGovern PC

Attorneys at Law
(Injury, Disability, and Death Cases Only)

Steve Hanagan  |  Brian McGovern
U.S. Bank Building
123 South 10th Street
Mount Vernon, IL 62864

(618) 241-9251
www.hmcomplaw.com

1303 Broadway St.
Mt. Vernon, IL 62864

618-244-6121

http://www.hugheyfh.com
mailto:hugheyfuneralhome@sbcglobal.net
http://www.orthocenter-si.com
http://www.hmcomplaw.com
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For Sacramental information for St. Mary the Immaculate 
Conception Parish and St. Barbara’s Parish please call the Parish 
Office at 244-1559 to schedule an appointment with Fr. John.

Baptism: For Catholics, the Sacrament of Baptism is the first step in 
a lifelong journey of commitment and discipleship. Whether we 
are baptized as infants or adults, Baptism is the Church’s way of 
celebrating and enacting the embrace of God.

Eucharist: Catholics believe the Eucharist, or Communion, is both a 
sacrifice and a meal. We believe in the real presence of Jesus, who 
died for our sins. As we receive Christ’s Body and Blood, we also are 
nourished spiritually and brought closer to God.

Confirmation: Confirmation is a Catholic Sacrament of mature Christian 
commitment and a deepening of baptismal gifts. It is one of the three 
Sacraments of Initiation for Catholics. It is most often associated with 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Anointing of the Sick: The Catholic Sacrament of Anointing of the 
Sick, formerly known as Last Rites or Extreme Unction, is a ritual 
of healing appropriate not only for physical but also for mental and 
spiritual sickness.

Marriage: For Catholics, the Sacrament of Marriage, or Holy Matrimony, 
is a public sign that one gives oneself totally to this other person. It is 
also a public statement about God: the loving union of husband and 
wife speaks of family values and also God’s values.

Reconciliation: The Catholic Sacrament of Reconciliation (also 
known as Penance, or Penance and Reconciliation) has three 
elements: conversion, confession and celebration. In it we find God’s 
unconditional forgiveness; as a result we are called to forgive others.

Holy Orders: In the Sacrament of Holy Orders, or Ordination, the priest 
being ordained vows to lead other Catholics by bringing them the 
sacraments (especially the Eucharist), by proclaiming the Gospel, and 
by providing other means to holiness.
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For information or assistance with the following, please call 
the St. Mary’s Parish Office at 244-1559

If you would like to put an announcement in the bulletin, please 
contact the St. Mary’s Parish Office or for St. Barbara contact Christy 
VanDeVeer, dcevandeveer@frontiernet.net or 279-1322 a minimum of 
one week before you would like the item to appear in the bulletin.

If you need to update your contact information.

If you have questions about making contributions or would 
like to sign up for Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT): Please 
call the St. Mary’s Parish Office or go to the St. Mary’s Parish website 
stmarymtvernon.org; on the black bar above the parish name and 
address banner, click on “offering,” then follow instructions. (If 
problems arise, please contact Susan Kusmer, secretary, at 244-1559.)

If you need low gluten hosts, low gluten hosts are available, 
please contact the St. Mary’s Parish Office to receive instructions for 
daily or weekend Mass participation.

If you know someone who is interested in becoming Catholic, 
contact Teresa Bell, Coordinator, “Becoming Catholic” (RCIA), 
242-5006, or call the St. Mary’s Parish Office.

Mass Intentions

Stewardship Of Time
Persevere in Prayer

“Rejoice in hope, endure in affliction; persevere in prayer.” – Romans 
12:12

Suggestions for Spiritual Growth
• Make Sunday Mass your top priority
• Schedule time for daily prayer
• Attend a daily Mass whenever possible
• Talk to you children about your faith

mailto:dcevandeveer@frontiernet.net
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Stewardship Of Talent
Serve One Another

“I have given you a model to follow, so that as I have done for you, you 
should also do.” John 13:15

Suggestions to Increase You Involvement
• Re-commit yourself to your current parish
• Choose at least one new ministry to join
• Train you children to serve in the Church
• Plan to attend parish-wide events in the coming year

Stewardship Of Treasure
Tithe in a Spirit of Joy

“With a generous spirit pay homage to the Lord, and do not spare your 
freewill gifts.” Sirach 35:10

Suggestions for Financial Generosity
• Strive to give to the parish, diocese, and other charities
• Teach your children about giving
• Commit to a specific Gift, whether monthly or weekly
• Use your offertory envelopes or utilize electronic fund transfer (give 

on-line)
• Consider making a Legacy/Estate Gift to the parish or school

Liturgical Ministries
Altar Servers (both Parishes)

Altar Servers are young men and women (third grade through adult) 
who are willing to assist at the altar at weekday, Sunday, and Holy day 
Masses, as well as other liturgical celebrations.

Children’s Ministry of the Word (St. Mary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) is worship time for children 
in first through sixth grades during the 10 a.m. Mass. The children 
volunteer to read the first and second reading and intercessions 
written in simpler language. An adult or older youth volunteer reads 
the Gospel and coordinates activities. This volunteer oversees the 
activities and asks prepared questions regarding the reading and the 
Gospel to facilitate the children’s absorption of God’s words.

Choir/Cantors/Musicians (both Parishes)
 Choir members, Cantors, and Musicians lead the congregation in song 
during Mass. They enhance the parish liturgical celebrations and helps 
our parish family more fully praise God.
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YOU CAN BANK ON US!

Community First Bank
OF THE HEARTLAND

     The home of
A free checking account featuring the number one interest rate in the market

-244-3000 • www.commfirstbank.net • facebook.com/CommFirst-

Mt. Vernon
900 S. 42nd St.

Mt. Vernon
117 N. 10th St.

Woodlawn
300 S. Central

Ina
111 W. 3rd St.

Dix
312 N. Main St.

Welcome back to personal banking.

125 N. 11th St.
Mt. Vernon, IL 62864

(618) 244-2666
www.Krehbielcpa.com

KREHBIEL & ASSOCIATES, LLC
Certifi ed Public Accountants

We are committed to providing close, personal attention to our clients.
We take pride in giving you the assurance that the personal assistance you receive
comes from years of advanced training, technical experience and fi nancial acumen. 

Our fi rm offers a wide range of services to our individual and business clients. Because our fi rm is
relatively small, our clients benefi t by getting personalized, quality service that is beyond comparison.

COSTA LAW OFFICE, PC.

Attorneys at Law

Sharon S. Costa

Louis E. Costa

Patrick L. Costa

2001 Broadway

Mt. Vernon, Illinois 62864

(618) 244-2477

Members of the Parish

http://www.commfirstbank.net
http://www.Krehbielcpa.com
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Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (both Parishes)
Eucharistic Ministers assist the priest and deacon in the distribution of the 
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ at Sunday, Holy day and daily Masses.

Lectors (both Parishes)
The Lectors aid the congregation in full participation at Mass. They 
proclaim the Scriptures at Sunday, Holy day and daily Masses.

Liturgy Committee
A Liturgy Committee member assists the Liturgy Committee 
Chairperson and the Pastor in preparing for liturgical celebrations.

Ministers of Hospitality
 Greeter (St. Mary)

A Greeter is a volunteer of the parish who assists before and after 
Mass. A Greeter’s duties are to support the congregation, by offering 
a friendly greeting, opens doors, assists when needed, answers 
questions, and hands out bulletins after Mass.

 Guides (St. Mary)
A Guide is a volunteer of the parish who assists before, during and 
after Mass. The Guide’s duties are to support the parish by providing 
assistance when needed and answering questions for the congregation.

 Office Aides (St. Mary)
An Office Aide is a volunteer of the parish who serves by staffing the 
Parish Office before and after weekend Masses assisting parishioners 
and visitors.

 Ushers (both Parishes)
An Usher takes up the collection, distributes bulletins and takes care of 
other needs during the Liturgy.

Faith Formation
Adult Faith Formation

Many opportunities exist to share faith and learn more about the 
Catholic teaching through Bible study, book study groups, faith sharing 
groups, prayer groups, and the Becoming Catholic program, which 
prepares inquirers for full initiation into the Roman Catholic Church. 
Involvement can range from being a participant, discussion facilitator, 
program aide, to Catechist. More information is available through the 
Director of Religious Education.

Baptismal Preparation
A Baptismal Preparation volunteer serves to prepare parents of infants 
and young children by reviewing the meaning and purpose of the 
sacrament and of the signs and symbols connected to that sacrament.
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First Sacraments
The First Sacraments team prepares children in Second Grade each 
year for “First Sacraments” of Reconciliation and the Eucharist. 
Volunteer positions include aides, Catechists, and general helpers.

Confirmation
The Confirmation team prepares children in the Seventh and Eighth 
Grades for the Sacrament of Confirmation in alternating years. 
Volunteer positions include hospitality, helper, aide, and Catechist. More 
information is available through the Director of Religious Education.

PSR Catechist
A PSR Catechist shares in the mission and work of the Church by 
sharing and teaching the Good News of Jesus Christ to school age 
children. Through love of God and children, a catechist has the desire 
to inform and nurture a child’s faith. A catechist has a willingness to 
work as a member of a team and to collaborate with others for the 
good of the parish community, as well as the ability to shape and 
present lessons that reflect the teachings of the Catholic Church. To 
serve as a Catechist, one must complete the diocesan Child Protection 
course and be willing to work toward diocesan Catechist Certification. 
Catechists work closely with the Director of Religious Education.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
The main goal of the RCIA process is to help individuals develop 
their relationships with God, being changed and renewed by this 
relationship. It is the team member’s job to facilitate the process.

Parish Support
Parish Cleaning Service

 Parish Cleaning volunteer serves the Parish by cleaning the church and 
the gathering space.

Parish Laundry Service
The Parish Laundry Service serves the Parish by cleaning all of the 
linens used at Mass.

Parish Maintenance and Grounds Service
Parish Maintenance and Grounds volunteers to serve the Parish by 
assisting in a variety of roles associated with maintenance of the Parish 
buildings and grounds.
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Outreach
Extraordinary Minister for the Sick and Aged Volunteer 
Position Description

An Extraordinary Minister for the Sick and Aged volunteers to take 
the Body of Christ and the Gospel to Catholics in our area residing in 
Nursing Homes, Assisted Living Facilities and private homes.

Funeral Dinner
The Funeral Dinner Volunteer serves the Parish by assisting in a 
variety of roles associated with providing dinners following funerals 
in the Parish. These roles include Product Purchaser, Organizer, Food 
Preparer and Dinner Worker.

Hospital Communion
The Hospital Communion Ministry volunteer is a member of the Parish 
who visits Catholic patients at SSM Health Good Samaritan Hospital 
and provides them with Holy Communion.

Social Concerns Committee
The Social Concerns volunteer supports the Parish by providing 
assistance with various events and duties as decided by the Social 
Concerns Committee. The Social Concerns Committee offers support 
to our Parish and local communities and promotes awareness about 
issues affecting those communities We serve from a foundation based 
on upon Catholic social teaching and a belief in justice and the dignity 
of all human beings.

The Social Concerns Committee hosts and sponsors a variety of events 
throughout the year. Events include fundraising for the Prison Literacy 
Fund, the school supply drive, Soup Kitchen Ministry, the drive for 
Caritas and the Advent Giving Tree.

Christian Service
Knights of Columbus: is a Catholic, family, fraternal, service 

organization dedicated to making a difference in the areas of faith, 
community, family, youth and fellowship. Through its principles of 
charity, unity, fraternity and patriotism, the Knights of Columbus 
accomplish many good works in the name of the Church.

Ladies Sodality (both Parishes): is an organization of women who 
provide social, spiritual and service activities.
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1501 BROADWAY • MT. VERNON, IL • TEL: (618) 242-8600

KING CITY CHRYSLER CENTER INC.

You Can Count On Us!

1603 BROADWAY • MT. VERNON, IL • TEL: (618) 242-6600

You can count on us!
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Tithing
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Parish Member
Since 1961

TELEPHONE 244-3535

OFFICE HOURS
BY APPOINTMENT
Mon. — Thurs. 8:30 - 4:30

1720 BROADWAY
MT. VERNON, IL 62864

ED RONAT, D.D.S.

Carl’s for Men and WomenCarl’s for Men and Women
Authorized Brighton Dealer

3004 Broadway • Mt. Vernon, IL 62864

618-242-1912

Cristal Henson
General Manager

Super 8 - Mount Vernon
401 South 44th Street

Mount Vernon, IL 62864
618-242-8800

mtv_super8@msn.com

www.super8.com
Operated under a franchise agreement with Super 8 Worldwide, Inc.

mailto:mtv_super8@msn.com
http://www.super8.com
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Notes


