
Parish Mission Statement
We are called by Our Lord Jesus Christ, to be His church and live His 

gospel. We strive to fulfill our baptismal calling by prayer, worship, 
teaching and sharing our faith, and serving others. Guided by the Holy 
Spirit and through our patron saint, St. Joseph, we commit ourselves to 

the responsible stewardship of all God’s gifts.
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Dear Parishioner,

As we read our mission statement on the cover of this directory it 
brings into focus the great gift we are meant to be. There are no 
coincidences with God. We are here as part of His plan. We are 
God’s gift to each other. Our vocation is two-fold. We are to give 
the best of what we have and are to each other. We are also called 
to stay open to each other as God gives Himself to us by sharing 
Himself with us through those around us.

In this directory are the names of our St. Joseph Family Members. 
You will also find the names of the organizations we have in place 
to continue to reach out to one another with God’s love. With each 
organization you will find the name of a contact person. You can 
call this person if you need help from that particular organization 
or if you want to give your help through that particular 
organization.

Fr. Thess

Our Parish Family...
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My Parish
My church is composed of people like me. 

I help make it what it is. 

It will be friendly, if I am. 

Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them. 

It will do great work,  if I work. 

It will make generous gifts to many causes,

if I am a generous giver. 

It will bring other people into its worship 

and fellowship, if I invite and bring them.

 It will be a church of loyalty and love, 

of fearlessness and faith, and a 

church with a noble spirit, 

if I, who make it what it is, 

am filled with these same things. 

Therefore, with the help of God, 

I shall dedicate myself to the task of 

being all the things that I want my church to be. 

Amen.
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History of St. Joseph Catholic Church

The first Mass celebrated in Farmington was in the home of Mr. & Mrs. 
Thomas Lang at 223 East Columbia Street in 1862. Fifteen people 
attended the service. At that time, the population of Farmington was only 
600. It was not until 1869 that the first church, a frame structure, was built 
under the direction of Father Daley, pastor of the church at French Village. 
The frame church cost $600 and seated 80 people. The site on which the 
church was built was the gift of Mr. & Mrs. John F. Bush. Mr. Bush was a 
Missouri State Senator, elected in 1862.

Under the pastorate of Father Joseph A. Collins, pastor from October 
1907 through November 1914, our present beautiful church was built on 
the site of the first church. Archbishop Glennon, bishop of the Archdiocese 
of Saint Louis, dedicated the church on October 13, 1912. The contractor 
was a parishioner, John McCarthy, later known as the McCarthy Brothers 
Construction Company. They also built our present St. Francois County 
Courthouse in 1927.

The first rectory (parish house) was built in 1890, and our first resident pastor 
was Father Henry J. Shaw (1890-1892). The canonical establishment of St. 
Joseph as a Roman Catholic parish of the Archdiocese of Saint Louis was 
July 27, 1890. The rectory was a two-story frame building and was in use 
until the present rectory was built in 1969 under the pastorate of Father 
Jerome Buchheit.

The parish of Saint Joseph has been served by 27 pastors since July 1890 
and 22 associate pastors since 1940. Our present pastor, Father William 
Thess, came to Saint Joseph’s in June 2018.  Our parish family consists 
of 600 families (about 1,800 people).  Our strategic pastoral plan for the 
future consists of additions to the school and expansion of the church.

Our work may be summed up in our parish mission statement:

“We are called by Our Lord Jesus Christ, to be His church and live His 
gospel. We strive to fulfill our baptismal calling by prayer, worship, 
teaching and sharing our faith, and serving others. Guided by the Holy 
Spirit and through our patron saint, St. Joseph, we commit ourselves to 
the responsible stewardship of all God’s gifts.”

St. Joseph Roman Catholic Church has been proud to be a part of the 
history of Farmington, Missouri. We commit ourselves to be a vital and 
viable part of its journey into the future.
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Parish Staff

St. Joseph Parish Office
10 North Long Street

Farmington, MO  63640

phone: 573-756-4250
fax: 573-756-6938

Hours: Monday through Friday, 8:00 am to 3:30 pm

Rev. William Thess.........................................................................Pastor

Deacon Mark Byington ..............................................Permanent Deacon

Mrs. Agnes Hinkebein .............................................Pastoral Health Care

Mrs. Lisa Cartee ......................................................... Business Manager

Mrs. Connie Grindel .....................................................RCIA Coordinator

Mr. Abe AuBuchon .............................................................Bulletin Editor

St. Joseph School
phone: 573-756-6312  •  fax: 573-756-0738

Mrs. Shirley Bieser ..................................................................... Principal

Mrs. Linda Hagan ...............................................Administrative Assistant

Parish School of Religion
573-756-4250

Mrs. Jane Ramos ............................................................................. DRE
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                       ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS - CHILDREN AND ADULTS

Timothy McMann, DDS
214 W. Karsch Blvd. (Across from McDonald’s)

Farmington, MO 63640

www.karschfamilydental.com
573-218-9696

PARISHIONER/
FAMILY OWNED
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Worship and Sacramental Life

Becoming a Catholic Christian
Infants: For children to be baptized at St. Joseph, their Catholic parents 
must have been registered and practicing members of the parish for at 
least six months prior to the baptism. By “practicing” is meant regular 
participation in Sunday worship in our parish church and support for the 
parish through the stewardship of time, talent and/or treasure. This policy 
is being followed because we need reasonable assurance that children 
baptized into the Catholic Church will be raised in the faith. The faithful 
fulfillment of these responsibilities by parents provides such assurance.

Parents who have not been sacramentally married in the Catholic Church 
need to speak to one of the priests or deacons of the parish before they 
can register their child for baptism. 

To ensure that parents are aware of the meaning of baptism in Christian life 
and of the commitment they are making, they are expected to participate in 
a Baptism preparation session. Please contact the parish office to 
register. Godparents, while not required to participate, are welcome to 
attend.

Parents are asked to choose someone to serve as godparent for their child. 
Since the sponsor’s role is to assist the parents in passing on the faith in 
which the child is being baptized, parents should choose someone who will 
take the role seriously and who will be a good example for the child.  

Church law sets minimum requirements for godparents: at least 
sixteen-years-old, already confirmed, and a practicing Catholic. If there 
are to be two sponsors, they should be one male and one female. While 
it is preferable that both godparents be practicing Catholics, one must be 
a practicing Catholic, the other must at least be a baptized and practicing 
member of another Christian denomination.

The sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on a Sunday following the 10:30 
am Mass. Parents need to register with the parish office in advance of the 
ceremony.
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Adults: If an adult wants to join the Catholic Church, he/she is invited to 
participate in the Catechumenate Program within which are celebrated the 
Rites for the Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).

The group sessions are conducted on a regular basis from September 
through Pentecost Sunday. The sessions focus on the understanding of 
faith, the living of faith and the celebrating of faith in worship. The 
members of the Pastoral staff and the parishioners who facilitate the 
sessions make every effort to relate the topics to real-life experiences and 
to demonstrate through a spirit of community how our relationships can 
strengthen and enrich our faith life.

Various stages in the process are marked by celebrations during the 
Sunday Liturgy: Enrollment during the Season of Advent, Election the first 
Sunday of Lent and Scrutinies on the other Sundays of Lent. The process 
culminates at the Easter Vigil Service during which the individual is 
baptized (if he/she has not been baptized previously) or makes a 
profession of faith (if he/she has already been baptized), confirmed, and 
welcomed to the Eucharist for the first time in the Catholic Church.

The parish Sunday bulletin will include announcements of when and how 
to register for the Catechumenate program. If you have any questions, 
please call the parish office.

Celebrating the Eucharist
Sunday: This Catholic community gathers every week to celebrate the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus. We do so through the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist at 5:00 pm on Saturday, and 7:30 am, 9:00 am and 10:30 am on 
Sunday.

Because styles of participation vary from one individual to another, we try 
to accommodate everyone’s preference by offering various types of music 
at our weekend liturgies. Adult choirs accompanied by organ music sing at 
the 5:00 pm Saturday, 9:00 am and 10:30 Sunday liturgies. The 7:30 am 
Sunday liturgy is celebrated without music.

The serving program welcomes both boys and girls from grades fourth 
through twelfth to assist at all Masses.
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Parishioners share their gifts and talents with the faith community by  
ministering as ushers, lectors and Eucharistic ministers.

Daily: Mass is celebrated Tuesday through Friday at 8:00 am. During the 
school year the students and faculty plan and participate in one weekly 
liturgy usually on Friday, though this may change due to special 
celebrations. Please check the bulletin each week.

First Holy Communion
Children are generally welcomed to join the community in receiving the 
Eucharist during their second grade year. Children must have been 
enrolled in a religious education program for at least one year before the 
year in which they wish to receive the Eucharist for the first time. If a child 
has completed second grade and has not yet made his/her first 
Eucharist, the parents should contact the Religion Coordinator to make 
the appropriate arrangements.

Reconciliation
Weekly Celebration: The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered in the 
church every Saturday from 4:00 - 4:45 pm and on Sunday from 7:00 - 
7:15 am.  If it is not possible for an individual to come at that time, he or 
she should feel free to call one of the priests to arrange a time that would 
be mutually convenient.

Advent and Lenten Reconciliation: Twice yearly, during the seasons of 
Advent and Lent, the sacrament of reconciliation is offered all day for 
parishioners. Emphasis is placed on the healing power of the sacrament 
and our experience of God’s saving love.

Initiation to Reconciliation: As part of their preparation for the reception 
of First Eucharist, the children are invited with their families to experience 
God’s loving acceptance through a communal celebration of 
Reconciliation. This sacrament is usually scheduled during the season of 
Advent.
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Th omas LaMartina DDS
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry 573-760-0440

Jeremy Coleman
Financial Advisor

665 West Karsch Blvd
Farmington, MO 63640
Bus. 573-756-1264
jeremy.coleman@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com/jeremy-coleman

Alarms • Boats/RVs • Remotes 
Cameras • Cellular Phones 
Watches • Cordless Phones 
Tools • Toys • Automotive
Cell Phone Screen Repair 

910 East Karsch, Farmington, MO 63640
Gary & Cathy Harris, Parishioners 573-756-5380

www.interstatebatteries.com
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Confirmation
For Youth: Confirmation for youth generally takes place during their 
eighth grade year. In order to be confirmed, an individual must participate 
in a religious education program for at least one year prior to the year in 
which he/she will be confirmed. In addition to reflecting on their faith in 
these classes, candidates participate in the parish-sponsored formation 
program, which consists of a self-directed course of service project, 
group activities, a day of recollection and a personal conference with one 
of the parish priests or deacons. If an individual has completed his/her 
eighth grade and has not as yet been confirmed, he/she is asked to 
contact the Director/Coordinator of Religious Education to make the 
appropriate arrangements. The sacrament of Confirmation is celebrated 
here in the parish in the Spring.

For Adults: Any adult who has not as yet been confirmed is welcome to 
be confirmed on Pentecost Sunday at the Cathedral.  Please contact Fr. 
Thess to make arrangements.

Anointing Of The Sick
Individual Anointing: The sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is for 
those who are in danger of death from a chronic condition, a specific 
illness or advancing years. Our hospitals contact us in case of emergency 
and we are on call to give the sacrament to those gravely ill. Individual 
anointing is administered upon request or in case of emergency.

Communal Anointing: During the month of November the Anointing of 
the Sick is celebrated during a morning Mass followed by a luncheon. 
This sacrament is available for all those who are in need of this grace to 
cope with the conditions previously mentioned.
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Marriage
Engaged couples planning to be married at St. Joseph should contact one 
of the priests or deacons at least six months in advance, but should be 
aware that many couples do so at least a year in advance of their 
preferred date. Definite plans for a particular date should not be made 
until such contact has been completed. Only when a priest or deacon has 
decided that he will officiate at the marriage, will a definite date be set. 
There is a requirement for marriage preparation classes. Options for 
these will be discussed when you meet with the priest or deacon you have 
chosen as your celebrant.

Priesthood And Religious Life
'The harvest is rich, but laborers are few.' We all know of the crisis in 
vocations to the priesthood and religious life. All are encouraged to pray 
daily for an increase in vocations. We must do whatever we can at home 
to encourage our young people in discerning the Holy Spirit's call to 
choose a vocation in life. If there are questions about vocations, please 
contact the rectory. We will be happy to provide you with a vocation 
handbook. The Archdiocese also provides information through its web 
site at www.archstl.org 

Devotions
Eucharistic Adoration:  Private devotion to Our Sacred Lord in the 
Eucharist is held every Thursday. It begins at 8:30 am and closes with 
evening prayer and benediction at 6:15 pm.

First Friday: Private Eucharistic Adoration begins after morning Mass  
It concludes at 2:15 pm with benediction and a communion service.

Mother of Perpetual Help: Devotions to Our Lady of Perpetual Help and 
the Litany of St. Joseph are prayed every Tuesday after the 8:00 am  
Mass. 

Stations of the Cross: During the Season of Lent, Stations of the Cross 
are celebrated on Fridays at 2:00 pm and 7:00 pm.
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Pastoral Council and Commissions

The documents of Vatican II state that the Church is both a sign of our 
union with God and an instrument for achieving that unity. The 
responsibility for accomplishing this task is shared equally by all 
members of the faith community, both the clergy and the laity.

The members of St. Joseph Parish believe that this unity can become a 
reality in our midst by ministering to one another according to our gifts 
and talents. The group of parishioners that is charged with envisioning 
how this can best be done is the Pastoral Council.

Pastoral Council meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of each month 
at 7:00 pm in the Rectory. 

Our Pastoral Council Members

 Ed Wooldridge (president) - 2022  Sandi Brooks - 2022

 Jennifer Rhodus - 2022  Katie Goodson - 2023

 Connie Grindel - 2023

 

   



St. Joseph Catholic Church Guide Book & Directory

13

Dr. Thomas Berkbigler D.O., P.T.
Orthopedic Surgeon

Parishioner

(573) 756-7779
606 Maple Valley Drive • Farmington, MO 63640
www.midwestorthopediccenter.com

ORTHOPEDIC GROUP

MEDICAL ARTS CLINIC

Jeffrey M. Swinarski, M.D.
General Surgery

1103 W. Liberty St. 
Farmington, MO 63640

573-756-6751

of Missouri
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Parish Organizations

Administration and Finance Commission

The Administration & Finance Commission works to establish and 
supervise a stewardship program for the parish, giving all parishioners an 
opportunity to share time, talent, and treasure to serve the mission of the 
Church in the parish, to make recommendations to the council concerning 
all aspects of parish financial and budget matters, and to be concerned 
with the maintenance of parish property.  

Finance Committee
It is the responsibility of the Finance Committee to serve as advisors to 
the Pastor and the Parish Council in regard to financial and budget 
matters of the parish. Activities include preparation of an annual budget 
that addresses the needs of all aspects of parish life. The budget is based 
on the goals and objectives determined by the Parish Council as the 
Council discerns the needs of the parish in areas of liturgy, education, 
Christian service, etc. in the future as well as in the present. The 
committee monitors and evaluates where the money comes from and 
how it is spent.  Committee members are appointed by the pastor and 
have some expertise in budget and finance. 

St. Joseph’s has a Church & School Endowment Fund that was created to 
provide another alternative for those wishing to make contributions to our 
church and school. Rather than being used to meet the current needs, 
contributions to the endowment fund will provide perpetual support. The 
amount an individual invests in this fund becomes the ‘principal’, and is 
never touched. All ‘principal’ funds are invested in an account that is 
professionally managed under the supervision of the Archdiocese on 
behalf of all parishes having endowment funds and only the interest and 
dividends earned from the account are used.   

Buildings and Maintenance Committee
The Buildings and Maintenance Committee serves the parish in the role 
of      property management for the parish. The committee is responsible 
for the care and maintenance of the Church, Parish Center, rectory, 
school, Lober building and cemeteries. Their responsibilities include 
maintenance support and counsel, and the overseeing of parish-related 
constructions, or maintenance projects. They also manage “Spring Clean 
Up Day”, a spring-cleaning project, open to all parishioners. If any 
parishioner would like to volunteer their time as painters, electricians, 
plumbers, etc., please contact Rob Grindel at 314-795-0175.
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Liturgy Commission

Since Vatican II, the entire faith community has been given the 
responsibility for planning and implementing the liturgy that celebrates 
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. The overall purpose of the 
Liturgy Commission and all its committees and organizations is to 
provide opportunities for the spiritual development of each member of the 
community through the planning of, preparing for and participating in 
liturgical celebrations. 

Eucharistic Ministers
Eucharistic Ministers assist in the distribution of communion at Mass, 
bring communion to homebound parishioners and to the 24 nursing 
homes in our parish. To become a Eucharistic Minister, a parishioner 
needs to be at least 19 years old, be actively involved in the parish, be 
recommended by the pastor and be approved by the Archdiocese. The 
community of St. Joseph has need for individuals willing to serve in this 
important ministry. Based on the number of those who wish to be a part 
of this ministry, our computerized scheduling program creates a three 
month schedule four times a year.

Lectors
Lectors proclaim the Word of God and commentators direct the 
congregation and give announcements at the celebrations of our liturgies 
on Sundays and Holy Days. Any parishioners of high school age or older 
who have a good speaking voice is invited to join this ministry. Individuals 
are needed for all Masses both as regulars and as substitutes.

Servers
Servers assist at all the parish liturgies. Any boy or girl who is a member 
of St. Joseph Parish, is in the fourth grade and is enrolled in a religious 
education program is welcome to join this important ministry. Any 
individual who is interested in learning how to serve is asked to call the 
parish office for details.

Ushers
Ushers greet and assist those coming to mass, oversee the collection of 
offerings, assist with the orderly reception of communion and handle any 
emergency that may arise during mass. Parishioners, at least 18 years of 
age, are needed to serve as regular ushers and as substitutes for all 
weekend and Holy Day Masses.
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Organ Choir
The organ choir sings at the 5:00 pm Saturday and 9:00 am and 10:30 
am Sunday Masses and for special occasions. Membership: 
adults/young adults who enjoy singing and/or playing a musical 
instrument. All are welcome – no auditions are necessary. The choir 
practices on Tuesday evenings at 6:00 pm.

Church Cleaning
Parishioners tidy the church after the 8:00 am Mass each Monday 
morning. Those who volunteer: care for the interior of the church, do light 
cleaning, straighten the books, wash the vessels and linens used at 
Mass, etc. This is a very important ministry as it benefits our entire faith 
community. Church cleaners are generally scheduled one Monday per 
month. However, if you have some extra time to give for the upkeep of 
our church, cleaners are always needed and are most welcome – just 
show up, or contact Michelle Podolak at 915-5132 for more information.

Parish Rosary
St. Joseph Parish gathers to pray the rosary every Wednesday evening 
at 7:30 pm in the church. Those interested in leading the rosary, please 
contact the Parish Office at 756-4250. 

Eucharistic Adoration
The St. Joseph Eucharistic Adoration group exists to organize and 
manage hours for adoration on a weekly basis. Currently, Eucharistic 
Adoration is on Thursday of each week from 8:30 am to 6:15 pm, 
concluding with evening prayer and Benediction. Adoration allows the 
faithful a time of silence and peace for an hour in the presence of Our 
Eucharistic Lord while deepening our relationship with Him. Anyone 
interested in being an hourly captain, or wants more information on 
Eucharistic Adoration is asked to contact Charlie or Rita Boyd at 
760-7887.. 

Prayer Power
Prayer Power is an email/ phone chain of ‘pray-ers’ committed to praying 
daily for the sick of our parish. To be a part of the chain contact Jill Patton 
at prayerpower@stjosephfarmington.com or call the parish office at 
756-4250 for more information.
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Complimenʦ 
of a

Friend

Tool • Party • Wedding Rental
www.truevaluerentalfarmington.com

616 E. Karsch • (573) 756-1630Parishioner

615 East Karsch Blvd. | Farmington, MO 63640

(573) 756-3301
Dr. Jennifer Maloney (Parishioner)
Dr. Jamie Johnson
www.farmingtonanimalhospital.com

Farmington Animal Hospital
“Quality Care for the Life of Your Pet”
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Christian Formation Commission

The primary role and mission of the Christian Formation Commission and 
all its committees/organizations is to develop within the parish an 
understanding that the community as a whole has the responsibility for 
promoting the educational mission of the Church. This commission 
embraces all the formal and informal programs in which the parish is 
involved in fulfilling its mission to bring the message of Jesus to the world. 
It gives leadership to the parish’s efforts to move people beyond where 
they are to a deeper understanding and experience of faith.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
The “Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults” process is the individual and 
group journey into faith and conversion leading up to the reception of the 
sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist for full initiation into 
the Catholic faith. The RCIA process begins each year in September and 
concludes after Pentecost Sunday. During these months the team meets 
with the candidates and catechumens weekly in preparation for the 
celebration of the sacraments. The RCIA process at St. Joseph Parish is 
organized and implemented by the pastoral staff and fellow parishioners. 
The team guides and aids the candidates and catechumens through their 
spiritual journey. The goal is to develop good will and a spirit of 
community with the candidates and catechumens so they can experience 
being part of the St. Joseph parish family. If you are interested in the 
Catholic faith or if you are a practicing Catholic and are interested in 
joining the RCIA team, call the parish office for more information.

Parish School of Religion  (PSR)
The Parish School of Religion supports parents in the faith development 
of their children by providing spiritual formation through a variety of 
specialized programs. Classes meet on Wednesday evenings. Presently 
the program ministers to children in grades one through eight. For more 
information, please contact the parish office at 756-4250.

Youth Ministry
The youth ministry program is a holistic program which supports the faith 
development of young adults by providing opportunities for fun, spiritual 
growth and community service. Meetings are held on Sundays. Adults 
and young adults of college age or older are needed to be Core Team 
members for youth ministry. For any information on joining youth ministry 
or becoming more actively involved with our young people you are 
encouraged to contact our parish office at 756-4250.
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St. Joseph Elementary School
As an accredited school, St. Joseph Elementary offers a full curriculum, 
which stimulates the intellectual, aesthetic, physical and social 
development of each student. Students learn to gather, interpret and 
report data accurately in a variety of activities enhanced by the use of 
technology. They also are given opportunities to express their 
intelligence and creativity through individual and group projects. Certified 
teachers enrich the curriculum with their personal skills and expertise. 
Their goal is to empower the students to live out the mission of  
St. Joseph Parish in the twenty-first century. Parents support the school 
financially and through fund-raising efforts. They work as partners with 
the teachers for the total development of their child. By lives of prayer, 
service and celebration, the parents create their child’s first experience of 
faith community.

School Board
This is a board serving the elementary school for the parish of St. 
Joseph. The Board facilitates a smooth working relationship among 
pastor, principal, faculty, parents and students. The Board acts in an 
advisory capacity to the Pastor for the purpose of formulating and 
evaluating policies of the Archdiocesan School Office. The Board also 
reviews policies relating to the planning, operation and maintenance of 
facilities and equipment at St. Joseph School. 

Home & School Organization
This is an organization consisting of the administration, faculty and 
parents of the students attending St. Joseph Elementary School. Its 
objective is to facilitate the relationship, communication and cooperation 
between school and home. The organization assists the children, 
parents and teachers of the school by holding special events, presenting 
speakers  and helping with activities. It also provides financial assistance 
by sponsoring social events and fund-raising projects. The organization 
has an elected president, a vice-president, a secretary and a treasurer. 
All interested persons are welcome and encouraged to attend the 
meetings, which are scheduled four times a year.
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St. Joseph Athletic Association
The purpose of the St. Joseph Athletic Association is to provide the 
necessary guidance and coaching that is needed to develop the athletic 
skills and Christian attitude of the children and to promote good 
sportsmanship, respect for the rules and self discipline among all 
participants. The athletic program is available to children attending   
St. Joseph Elementary school, PSR or RCIC, kindergarten through eighth 
grade. Soccer, basketball, volleyball, golf, tennis and cheerleading are 
offered at various levels.  St. Joseph School participates in an athletic 
program with a consortium of other elementary schools in the area. For 
more information about the athletic program at St. Joseph School, please 
contact our school.

Vacation Bible School
Our Vacation Bible School is a summer religious educational and fun 
week for youth ages three through those entering fourth grade. 
Registration information is made available through the bulletin. For more 
information, contact the parish office at 756-4250.

Christian Service Commission

It is the purpose of the Christian Service Commission and all its 
committees/ organizations to promote and coordinate programs that will 
guarantee all God’s children in the worldwide community, in the local 
community and especially within the parish boundaries, justice and 
charity in full measure. It has the responsibility of enabling members of 
the parish to respond to the social justice problems of today. It also 
concerns itself with the physical, mental and emotional needs of the 
people of the parish, giving special care to the poor, the lonely and the 
aged. Because we do not have a separate Social Commission, those 
activities and committees for the social life of the parish are also included 
in this commission.
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Parish Benefactors

Ike’s Florist &
Dana’s Daily Dish

Hallmark Gold Crown/Meals-To-Go
425 W. Karsch/510 N. Washington
(573) 756-6441/(573) 218-9165

620 Walton Dr • Farmington
990 Park Dr • Ste. Genevieve
1185 Scenic Dr • Herculaneum

(866) 757-4327

Dr. Karen Melton, Au.D., CCC-A • Doctor of Audiology

Working Together to Make our Community Better

www.HearingCarePartners.com
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Women of Mary 
The Blessed Virgin Mary Altar Society of St. Joseph Church is an 
organization open to all ladies of our parish who are 18 years of age and 
older. The sodality fosters ardent devotion, reverence and love for Our 
Blessed Mother. It also directs its members to seek a holy life for 
themselves in service of others and our church. Our members take an 
active role in various committees and projects such as: sacristans, 
quilters, nursing home rosary, Prayer Power, bereavement ministry, a 
Palm Sunday Bake Sale and Christmas cards to shut-ins. The sodality 
meets several times a year. April and December meetings are social 
meetings with a luncheon or dinner. Please join us.

Knights of Columbus
A fraternal organization of Catholic men, the St. Joseph Knights of 
Columbus Council #12332 was chartered on January 1, 1999. In less 
than a year, the organization grew to a membership of 76 members. In 
that short time the Knights have had several fund raising and charity 
events that help support our parish and school. The Knights also help the 
mentally handicapped, Right to Life and youth programs, as well as 
provide a Catholic information and educational service. Our Knights have 
also been very active in parish events including blood drive, parish picnic 
and parish breakfasts. The Knights meet the first Wednesday of every 
month at 7:00 pm in the Knights meeting room. For more information, 
please contact Mike Kelso at 760-9973.

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
The St. Vincent de Paul Society at St. Joseph is a volunteer group of men 
and women of the parish who provide assistance to families and 
individuals in need. Our food pantry, located in the St. Vincent de Paul 
Building across the street from the church is open every Tuesday and 
Friday, 9 am to 12 noon. The food pantry relies on food and monetary 
donations to continue to provide assistance. To donate to St. Vincent de 
Paul, or for more information, please contact Joe or Jennifer Rhodus at 
our food pantry at 756-0997.

Respect Life
Our goal is to create an awareness and appreciation that every human 
life, from the moment of conception through natural death, is a gift from 
God. The Respect Life Committee meets the during the months of 
September, November, February, and April. The committee sponsors 
various baby item drives for expectant mothers and our area hospitals. If 
interested in this committee contact Dotty Bach at 756-1357 or Pat 
Boatright at 756-4169.
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St. Joseph Parish Picnic
Our parish picnic, held every year on the last Sunday of June, is our 
major parish fund-raiser, as well as our major “fun” raiser.  We have a 
main raffle, a quilt raffle, a silent auction, a garden booth and a flea 
market. We host an excellent kettle beef and chicken dinner with all the 
trimmings. We have music, entertainment, bingo and our famous liver ‘n 
dumplings. We have games for children and adults, as well as lighter 
food fare and liquid refreshments for all ages. We rely on parishioners for 
set-up, work during the day itself and clean up. Lots of help is needed 
and a great day is shared by all. If you would like to volunteer, please 
contact the parish office.

Quilters
Our Quilters meet on Tuesdays during the fall and winter months to 
provide the quilts for our parish picnic. Times and places vary. To donate 
quilt tops… to join the quilters… or for more information, please contact 
Betty Krapf at 747-0134.

Garden Club
The Garden Club plants and waters the flowers on our parish property 
May through September and hosts the garden booth at the annual parish 
picnic. To volunteer, or for more information, contact Pat Boatright at 
756-4169.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
The Prayer Shawl Ministry knits or crochets beautiful shawls, each 
uniquely designed by the maker, for our parishioners needing just a bit of 
comfort from our parish family. The ministry meets on Wednesday 
mornings (check the bulletin for specific dates) at 9:00 am in the parish 
center. For more information please contact Sandi Brooks at 631-5907.

For more information on our annual dinner auction, health ministry, or 
cemeteries please call the parish office at 756-4250.
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How To Join Parish Groups

Parishioners interested in any of the above mentioned organizations or 
committees are asked to call the contact person listed in the next section 
or call the parish office. 

Parish Census

Please make sure your family is registered in our parish. Contact the 
Parish Office if you have changes in address, phone or family situation 
(marriage, new children, etc.) We publish a listing each month of 
parishioner birthdays and anniversaries. If you have noticed that your 
name is not on that list, your parish census records are probably not up- 
to-date or you have not yet registered.

Stewardship

God has called us to build His kingdom here on earth. He has given us 
specific gifts of time, talent and treasure to help us in that work. This is 
the very basis of stewardship. If we believe that the Church has a 
responsibility to preach the Gospel, worship our God, educate our 
children and care for the needy, then we must also realize that as 
members of the Church, we, too, have those responsibilities. When we 
come together in our parish as a community of faith, we enter into a 
proud heritage of commitment and sacrifice.

We are the Body of Christ. As members of that Body we all have different 
and unique gifts, given to us by God for a purpose. When we bring these 
gifts together here at St. Joe's, we truly can build God's kingdom here on 
earth.

All new parishioners will be offered the opportunity to join us in our 
mission of sharing our time, talents and treasure.
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Contact Persons

Parish Council

President ..................................Ed Wooldridge ................636-949-5961

Liturgy

Liturgical Ministries ..................Lisa Cartee............................. 756-4250
(Lectors/Eucharistic Ministers/Ushers/Servers)

Organ Choir ..............................Jane Ramos........................... 756-4250

Sacristans/Church Cleaning.....Sandi Brooks.......................... 631-5907
 Michelle Podolak.................... 915-5132

Parish Rosary...........................Parish Office........................... 756-4250

Eucharistic Adoration ..............Rita Boyd................................ 760-7887

Prayer Power............................Pat Boatright .......................... 756-4169

Prison Ministry ..........................Fr. William Thess ................... 756-4250

Administration / Finance

Finance.....................................John Denkler ...................573-915-9271

Property & Maintenance...........Rob Grindel .....................314-795-0175



St. Joseph Catholic Church Guide Book & Directory

26

Contact Persons

Christian Formation / Education

RCIA.........................................Connie Grindel ....................... 756-4250

Principal....................................Shirley Bieser ......................... 756-1948

School Board ...........................Brad Howard .......................... 330-5224

Home & School President ........Lisa Runk ........................404-405-7003

Athletic Association ..................Jake Johnson......................... 747-6323

Christian Service / Social

Women of Mary ........................Michelle Podolak.................... 915-5132

Knights of Columbus ................Mike Kelso.............................. 760-9973

St. Vincent de Paul Society ......Joe & Jennifer Rhodus .......... 756-0997

Respect Life .............................Dotty Bach.............................. 756-1357

Parish Picnic.............................All Parishioners ...................... 756-4250

Quilters .....................................Betty Krapf ............................. 747-0134

Garden Club .............................Pat Boatright .......................... 756-4169

Prayer Shawl Ministry...............Sandi Brooks.......................... 631-5907


