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Immaculate Heart of Mary
Catholic Church

PO Box 100
8 West Highway D

New Melle, MO 63365
636-398-5270

2021

Dear Parishioners,

This little guidebook is provided for you as a means of contacting fellow 
parishioners and local businesses that comprise our New Melle community. 
Please take some time to look through it before you store it with your 
collection of previous books or replace last year’s version. Most things have 
not changed in its content. New names have been added and some names 
have been removed. Please remember to pray for those who have passed 
on from our parish. Our parish family is growing and is blessed with many 
generous parishioners and a supportive local community.

This book is but a small window into the life of Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
Please explore this guidebook and then ask the Holy Spirit to stir within you. 
Where is God calling you to serve? How is Jesus inviting and encouraging 
you to deepen and strengthen the bonds of communion within our parish 
family? If you are already active, thank you for your time and commitment. 
If you are unable to be active because of various life circumstances, thank 
you for your prayers and support. Your time is precious - spend it in prayers 
and activities that are worthwhile and with people who love and respect 
you. Building bonds of communion and community are one of the most 
worthwhile endeavors in our life. We live in an age of division and discord. 
It is far too easy to dismiss others in anger and simply drop them from our 
lives or circle of involvement. We strive to do the opposite. As disciples of 
Christ we try to include more people in the life of our community. We want 
to make concrete efforts to be more inclusive, welcoming and appreciative 
of the various gifts that everyone can share with our parish.
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As you look through this guidebook and notice the numerous patrons and 
their ads, please consider supporting them. Many are your fellow parishioners 
who work in our community. If you feel as blessed by our local community as I 
do, supporting these local businesses is relatively easy and enjoyable.

Peace,

Father Tom
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Immaculate Heart of Mary
Catholic Church

Mailing Address
PO Box 100

New Melle, MO 63365

Delivery Address
8 West Highway D

New Melle, MO 63365

Website: www.ihm-newmelle.org
Phone: (636) 398-5270

Fax: (636) 398-5577

Parish Staff
Rev. Tom Miller ...............................................................................Pastor
 askpadre@aol.com
Deacon Christopher Ast ...........................................Permanent Deacon
 chrisast@archstl.org
Deacon Tony Falbo.....................................................Permanent Deacon
 tony.2011@centurylink.net
Mr. Shawn Mueller ........................ Director of Religious Education/PSR
 smueller@ihm-newmelle.org
Mrs. Laura Orf ............................................................. Business Manager
 lorf@ihm-newmelle.org
Mrs. Peggy Dupree ...........................................Secretary/Bulletin Editor
 secretary@ihm-newmelle.org
Mr. Bryan Beams .............................................................. Music Director
 bryanbeams@ihm-newmelle.org
Mr. Mike McDonald ......................................................... Plant Manager
 mmacmcd1123@gmail.com
Mrs. Julie Lassiter ...........................................Young Adult Coordinator
 julie.r.lassiter@gmail.com
Mrs. Janet Hespen ........................................................... Youth Ministry
 janethspn@outlook.com
Mrs. Pat Gentry ................................................................Facilities Rental
 patgentry@ymail.com
Mrs. Kelly Meyer ................................................... Wedding Coordinator
 meyer5853@centurylink.net
Mrs. Jean Hitt ........................................................ Wedding Coordinator
 jean.m.hitt@gmail.com
Mrs. Mary Keune ........................................................ Event Coordinator
 mkeune@ihm-newmelle.org
Mrs. Joan Marren-Slaughter ................................... Event Coordinator
 jmarren@ihm-newmelle.org
Mrs. Karen Wappelhorst ....................... Safe Environment Coordinator
 childsafety@ihm-newmelle.org
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Welcome
On behalf of the pastor and staff of Immaculate Heart of Mary, we are glad 
to offer this little booklet containing both practical and spiritual information 
concerning the life, faith and practices of the universal and local Church here 
at IHM. This booklet also includes personal contacts and numbers regarding 
ministries and works for you to generously consider. We offer all these prayers, 
works, joys and sufferings to the Lord through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
whose intercession as our patroness we prayerfully seek.

Regarding an overview “vision” of our role as Church, few texts summarize 
it as eloquently and succinctly as the opening articles of the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church.

THE LIFE OF MAN - TO KNOW AND LOVE GOD
CCC 1 God, infinitely perfect and blessed in himself, in a plan of sheer 

goodness freely created man to make him share in his own blessed 
life. For this reason, at every time and in every place, God draws 
close to man. He calls man to seek him, to know him, to love 
him with all his strength. He calls together all men, scattered 
and divided by sin, into the unity of his family, the Church. To 
accomplish this, when the fullness of time had come, God sent 
his Son as Redeemer and Savior. In his Son and through him, he 
invites men to become, in the Holy Spirit, his adopted children 
and thus heirs of his blessed life.

CCC 2 So that this call should resound throughout the world, Christ 
sent forth the apostles he had chosen, commissioning them to 
proclaim the gospel: “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of 
the age.” Strengthened by this mission, the apostles “went forth 
and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and 
confirmed the message by the signs that attended it.”

CCC 3 Those who with God’s help have welcomed Christ’s call and 
freely responded to it are urged on by love of Christ to proclaim 
the Good News everywhere in the world. This treasure, received 
from the apostles, has been faithfully guarded by their successors. 
All Christ’s faithful are called to hand it on from generation to 
generation, by professing the faith, by living it in fraternal sharing, 
and by celebrating it in liturgy and prayer.

With this unifying vision laid out by the Catechism, we present various 
opportunities for works of mercy and parish involvement here at IHM, 
past, present and future. These offer some of the principal ways that, as a 
parish, we have sought to respond to this call of the Lord and His Church.
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Our Commitment
To continue serving the families in our community with care, dignity, 
and professionalism.

To offer Guaranteed Funeral Prices you can lock in…at today’s cost.

To remain a strong source of support to the families we are privileged to serve.

Wentzville | Warrenton | Wright City | Augusta | Jonesburg

www.PitmanFuneralHome.com

636-327-6600

Heating • Cooling
Commercial Refrigeration

(636) 887-0971
offi ce@elitemechanicalllc.com

108 Hamilton Industrial Court • Wentzville, MO 63385
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Registration with the Parish
New families are asked to contact the Parish Office – or stop by the 
IHMformation Station after weekend Masses - to register and get 
information about the parish. Official registration with the office insures that 
you will receive mailed communications and envelope packets, if requested.

Registered parishioners are asked to keep the Parish Office informed of 
any contact information changes (i.e., moving, disconnecting old phone 
numbers, new cell numbers) as well as changes in family situations (i.e., 
marriages, a new birth in your family, older children who have left home, 
a death, or a divorce.) We also ask that if you are transferring to another 
parish that you please inform us of that life change as well.

Sacramental/Spiritual Life
 of the Parish

Sunday Mass: The Day of the Lord
CCC 2177

“The Sunday celebration of the Lord’s Day and his Eucharist is at the heart 
of the Church’s life. “Sunday is the day on which the paschal mystery is 
celebrated in light of the apostolic tradition and is to be observed as the 
foremost holy day of obligation in the universal Church.”

Mass Times for the Lord’s Day at IHM
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:00 pm
Sunday Masses 7:30 am, 9:30 am

CCC 2181
The Sunday Eucharist is the foundation and confirmation of all Christian 
practice. For this reason the faithful are obliged to participate in the 
Eucharist on days of obligation, unless excused for a serious reason (for 
example, illness, the care of infants) or dispensed by their own pastor. 
Those who deliberately fail in this obligation commit a grave sin.
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Daily Mass Times
Monday-Friday Mass 8:00 am in the Church while social   
 distance restrictions are still in place
Saturday Mass 8:00 am in the Church

Devotions following Morning Mass
Tuesday: Mother of Perpetual Help Devotions
Thursday: Respect Life Devotions
First Friday of every month: Litany of the Sacred Heart
First Saturday of every month: Immaculate Heart of Mary Devotions

The Seven Sacraments
The Sacraments are encounters of grace, instituted by Christ and entrusted 
to the Church, through which Divine life is given. The seven Sacraments 
span all stages of natural life and all important moments of the 
Christian life. Sacraments are classified as Christian Initiation (Baptism, 
Confirmation and the Eucharist), Sacraments of Healing (Reconciliation 
and Anointing of the Sick), and Sacraments of Service (Matrimony and 
Holy Orders). The Eucharist occupies a unique place as the Sacrament of 
Sacraments, and all the other Sacraments are ordered to it as to their end. 
[CCC 1131, 1210, 1211]

Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament of Baptism is the foundation of Christian life, the entrance 
to the life in the Spirit and access to the other Sacraments. Through 
Baptism we are freed from original sin, become heirs to the Kingdom of 
God, are incorporated into the Church and become sharers in the Mission 
of the Church. [CCC 1213]

Baptisms of infants and young children are celebrated for families who are 
members of the parish, usually on Sundays after the 11:30am Mass. Parents 
must attend a preparation session before the baptism can be celebrated. 
Appointments for the preparation session and baptism should 
be made with the Parish Office at 636-398-5270.

Baptisms of school age children and adults need to be arranged through 
our religious education program and/or a faith formation process called 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults).

Sacrament of Confirmation
The Sacrament of Confirmation perfects Baptismal grace, and through the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit helps us grow to Christian maturity. The Sacrament 
strengthens our bond with the Church, associates us more closely with 
her Mission and helps us bear witness to the Christian faith in words and 
deeds. [CCC 1316]
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Confirmation is offered annually to eighth grade students. Candidates for 
this Sacrament are prepared through our weekly PSR classes and special 
events (i.e., retreats). (See PSR section in this booklet for more details.)

Adults wishing to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation are prepared 
according to a process designed specifically for their needs. This can take 
place via RCIA or personal instruction culminating in reception of the 
Sacrament at the Easter Vigil. Also, every year, on the Feast of Pentecost, 
the Archbishop confers the Sacrament of Confirmation at the Cathedral-
Basilica for those adults who have requested and are sufficiently prepared 
to receive this Gift of the Spirit.

Sacrament of the Eucharist
The Sacrament of the Eucharist has its origin at the Last Supper when, on 
the night Jesus was betrayed, He instituted the Eucharistic Sacrifice of His 
Body and Blood. This He did in order to perpetuate the sacrifice of the cross 
throughout the ages until He comes again. In this Sacrament, Jesus entrusts to 
his Church a memorial of His death and Resurrection, the Sacrament of Love, 
a Sign of Unity and a Bond of Charity, in which Christ is consumed, and our 
minds are filled with grace and a pledge of future glory. The Eucharist is the 
sum and summary of our faith through the actions of the Holy Spirit and the 
Real Presence of Jesus; His Body and Blood become present under the form 
of bread and wine. It is through the Eucharist that each of us are nourished by 
Jesus to seek God’s Will. [CCC 1323, 1327]

Children are generally prepared to receive their first Holy Communion 
when they reach the second grade. They are prepared via weekly PSR 
classes and special events (i.e., retreats). Older children may be prepared 
separately from the second graders.

Adults who wish to be initiated into the sacrament of Holy Communion 
should contact the Parish Office about the RCIA (Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults).

The Blessed Sacrament may be brought to anyone unable to attend Mass, 
due to health problems. Please contact the Parish Office at 636-398-5270.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
The Sacrament of Reconciliation or Penance was instituted by Jesus, the 
physician of our souls and bodies, who forgave the sins of the paralytic and 
willed that his Church continue, in the power of the Holy Spirit, His work of 
healing and salvation. Jesus has willed that the life and actions of his Church 
be a sign and instrument of forgiveness and reconciliation. [CCC 1442]

Children are generally prepared to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
for the first time when they reach the second grade. They are prepared 
through the weekly PSR classes. Older children may be prepared 
separately from the second graders.
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The Sorenson Kennels LLC
If you care enough, you will board with us.

636-828-5149
• Dog/Cat Boarding • Retriever Puppies

• Obedience Training • Retriever Training

www.Sorensonkennels.com

1073 HWY DD • DEFIANCE, MO 63341

Choosing Insurance Is Hard. HealthMarkets Makes It Easy.

HEALTH INSURANCE • MEDICARE

LIFE • DENTAL • VISION • ACCIDENT 
CRITICAL ILLNESS • CANCER

SERVING 150 MILE RADIUS
OF ST. CHARLES, MO

In Macoupin, Madison, Jerseyville, St. Clair,
Monroe & Greene Counties

MADELYN BELOSI
LAKE SAINT LOUIS, MO 63367

mbelosi@healthmarkets.com

(636) 219-2896

636-456-5041
800-820-3008

info@schraerheating.com
    @schraerheatingandac

504 W. Booneslick
Warrenton, MO 63383

Heating • Air Conditioning • Refrigeration • Service & Installation
Mechanical Services • Maintenance

American Family Life Insurance Company
off ers DreamSecure Flexible Life Insurance,
with coverage that can change as your life
changes*. It’s a unique, customizable way
to protect your family.

FLEXIBLE LIFE INSURANCE. Robert Hamann, Agent

Rob Hamann Agency Inc
111 Olympic Way,
Saint Peters
Bus: (636) 928-4565

2211 Droste Rd, Saint Charles
Bus: (636) 946-6552
rhamann@amfam.com

*Subject to policy terms and conditions.

American Family Life Insurance Company,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 ©2021 008190 – Rev. 10/19 – 14182775
Policy Form ICC19-97 UL, L-97 UL (ND), L-97 UL (SD)
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The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered at IHM on Saturday mornings 
after the 8:00 am Mass for as long as is needed and also on Wednesday 
evenings from 7:00 to 8:30 pm. Extra Reconciliation times are offered 
during Lent and Advent. Please see the weekly bulletin for extended times 
that Father Tom will make himself available for the Sacrament. Individuals 
may also call the Parish Office at any time to arrange for a personal 
appointment to celebrate the sacrament.

The Archdiocese of St. Louis website, www.archstl.org, includes a search 
engine to find times for the Sacrament of Reconciliation around the 
archdiocese. You can also visit a parish’s website to see current times for 
reconciliation.

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
The Sacrament of the Anointing the Sick has as its end the conferral of a 
special grace on people experiencing a grave illness or old age. The Church 
exhorts the Christian who is ill to unite with the Passion and Death of 
Christ. [CCC: 1511, 1499, 151]

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick may be received by any 
Catholic who is facing a serious illness or is of advanced years. Individuals 
who are planning to enter the hospital are particularly encouraged to 
receive the Sacrament before their admission by calling the Parish Office 
to arrange for an appointment with the priest. The parish priest, deacons, 
pastoral staff members and volunteers will visit those who are in the 
hospital, nursing home, or confined to their own home. Please notify 
the Parish Office at 636-398-5270 whenever someone enters the 
hospital or desires a pastoral visit. Four times during the year the parish 
offers a Communal Anointing of the Sick following the weekend Masses.

Sacrament of Matrimony
The Sacrament of Matrimony signifies the union of Christ and the Church. 
It gives spouses the grace to love each other with the love with which 
Christ has loved His Church. The grace of the Sacrament perfects the 
human love of the spouses, strengthens their indissoluble unity, and 
sanctifies them on the way to eternal life. [CCC 1661]

To celebrate the Sacrament of Matrimony, couples must 
contact Fr. Tom or one of our deacons at least six months 
prior to the wedding date for proper assistance.

One of our helpful Wedding Coordinators will be assigned to you to assist 
in making your special day run as smoothly as possible. Our Wedding 
Coordinators are Kelly Meyer and Jean Hitt.
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Sacrament of Holy Orders
Through the Sacrament of Holy Orders, the mission entrusted by Christ to 
his apostles continues to be exercised in the Church until the end of time; 
thus it is the sacrament of apostolic ministry. (It includes Bishops, Priests 
and Deacons). [CCC 1536]

For additional information on the Sacrament of Holy Orders, or for 
consecrated religious life for either men or women, please contact Fr. 
Tom or call the Vocation Office of the Archdiocese of St. Louis 
at 314-792-6461. Deacon Chris Ast of the parish is Director of the 
Permanent Diaconate, responsible for the overall formation of the men 
who will be ordained deacons for the Archdiocese of St. Louis. He can 
be reached at 314-792-7432 or chrisast@archstl.org. You can also 
speak with our other deacon, Deacon Tony Falbo, regarding vocations. He 
can be reached at 636-625-2617 or tony.2011@centurylink.net.

Prayer and Devotion
“What is needed is a Christian life distinguished above all in the art of prayer. 
Inasmuch as contemporary culture, even amid so many indications to the contrary, 
has witnessed the flowering of a new call for spirituality, due also to the influence of 
other religions, it is more urgent than ever that our Christian communities should 
become ‘genuine schools of prayer’.” (JPII, Letter on the Rosary, 42.)

ADORE
Held monthly on the third Wednesdays, this evening is devoted to the Lord 
through praise and worship music, prayer, adoration and the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation. The Jonah Team is also typically available for personal 
intercessory prayer.

Eucharistic Adoration
Join members of the parish as they respond to the Lord’s question, “Could 
you not watch with me one hour?” (Mt 26:40) by spending an hour each 
week before the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament in the St. Joseph Chapel. 
Currently, members are united in this prayer around the clock, Monday 
through Friday, what we jovially call “the largest prayer group in the area.” 
Contact Shawn Mueller in the Parish Office at 636-398-5270, if 
you feel the call to take an hour or be on a substitute list. Keep an eye out 
in the bulletin for requested hours.

“The Church and the world have great need of Eucharistic adoration. Jesus 
waits for us in this sacrament of love. Let us be generous with our time in 
going to meet Him in adoration and contemplation full of faith. And let us be 
ready to make reparation for the great faults and crimes of the world. May 
our adoration never cease.”--Pope John Paul II Dominicae Cenae.
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The Prayer of the Rosary
The Joyful Mysteries are prayed after the morning Mass on the first 
Saturdays of the month (at the request of our Blessed Mother to the 
children at Fatima), as well as prior to the 4pm Mass on Saturday 
evenings. All are invited to join others in prayer at these times.

“The Rosary, though clearly Marian in character, is at heart a Christocentric 
prayer... With the Rosary, the Christian people sits at the school of Mary and is 
led to contemplate the beauty on the face of Christ and to experience the depths of 
his love. Through the Rosary the faithful receive abundant grace, as though from 
the very hands of the Mother of the Redeemer.” (JPII, Letter on the Rosary.)

Stations of the Cross
Praying the Stations of the Cross—alone or with a group—while 
traditionally a Lenten practice, is also recommended as a fitting devotion 
in the spiritual life. Devotional books are available to pray the Stations as 
you walk to their depictions throughout the Church. As a private devotion, 
the Stations can be personally prayed at any time.

Prayer Chain
Our parish has a very active Prayer Chain. Requests for prayers are passed 
on via phone calls or email to the many Prayer Warriors in our parish who 
then pray for each specific request. If you also wish for the prayer request 
to be public, you can ask that the name be included in the Prayer List in 
the bulletin so that others can pray for you as well. Requests for prayers 
can be made by contacting Brenda Hutchcraft at
brhutchcraft@centurytel.net or 636-248-8493. Brenda sends all 
requests down the chain to all participating Prayer Warriors. If you would 
like to participate in this Spiritual Work of Mercy, contact Brenda, and she 
will see that you are included on the Prayer Warrior list.

Prayer Intercession/Jonah Team
The Jonah Team ministry is a way of re-introducing the gift of healing to the 
Church on a parish level. Suffering people (emotionally, physically, spiritually) 
experience Christ’s presence, mercy and love through a ministry spiritually 
equipped in the Catholic sense of openness to the Person and gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. The Jonah Team is available the 1st Sunday of the month, after the 
4:00 pm Mass and the 9:30 am Mass, in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel in 
Church. No problem is too big or small to take to Jesus. Come for prayer or 
contact Debbie Gillespie at 636-398-4971 if God may be calling you to 
be a part of this ministry.
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Oscar Marroquin
636-625-3039

Multiple Policies.
One Agent.

Subject to terms, conditions & availability. Savings vary. Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co. © 2021 Allstate Insurance. 10
96

05
58

206 W. Pearce Blvd.
Wentzville, MO 63385

Phone
(636) 327-4238 • (636) 928-7983
(636) 456-5085 • (800) 269-3389

Fax
(636) 327-8460

E-mail
cnsheatcool@gmail.com

License # M2720AJerry Coleman

Brian DawsonBrian Dawson
OwnerOwner

636-465-9465636-465-9465
briandawsonroofi ng611@gmail.combriandawsonroofi ng611@gmail.com

Maureen Blondin 
Real Estate Broker
314.503.4742 direct
636.398.5770 offi  ce
636.216.0303 fax
maureen@blondingroup.com
www.blondingroup.com
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Legion of Mary
The Legion of Mary is the largest lay apostolic organization with over three 
million members worldwide. We pray and perform Works of Mercy under the 
banner of Mary. With Father Tom as our spiritual director, some of the Works 
of Mercy we do are visiting shut-ins, senior homes and hospitals to pray and 
bring Holy Communion. We encourage and teach the prayer of the Rosary. 
We also evangelize in many different ways to encourage those that have been 
away from the Church and those that don’t go to church. We meet in Weber 
Hall every Tuesday morning at 9:00 am. We also have a group that meets at 
St. Gianna every Tuesday evening at 6:45 pm. Contact Maria Romine-
Kantor for more information at 314-614-0857.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
The Prayer Shawl Ministry is an outreach ministry of hope and healing 
and is composed of group of parishioners who offer their time, talent and 
treasure to knit or crochet shawls. These shawls are then blessed and 
available to parishioners who are struggling physically, emotionally or 
spiritually. Contact Julia Kettler at 636-616-0096.

Conferences/Recollections/Retreats
Men and women of the parish are encouraged to participate in spiritual 
renewal opportunities throughout the year as provided by various 
conferences, days of recollection and retreat centers, such as the White 
House Retreats or the ACTS retreats. The bulletin publicizes evenings 
of recollection, day and weekend retreats and upcoming conferences as 
they become available. Watch the bulletin, or call the Parish Office for 
upcoming information or a handbook of opportunities.
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Stewardship
This Parish was established in 1945 through the commitment of time, 
talent, and treasure of our founding families. The Parish continues with 
that same vision even now as we number approximately 900 registered 
families. Stewardship is more important than ever before. Financial 
support of the parish is made through donations using envelopes or by 
electronic payments.

Principle of Stewardship: Parishioners of Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Church are asked through Prayer, Participation, and Generosity to share 
their time, talent, and treasure because of their baptism into the Catholic 
faith, and their most basic call to Christianity.

1. Everything we have is given to us by God. Regarding financial 
stewardship, we ask parishioners to prayerfully consider giving financially 
to the parish as they have been given in their lives. A practical goal has 
been suggested as 5-7% to one’s parish and 3-5% to other charitable 
causes. Regardless, there should be no minimum or maximum set amount 
when it comes to generosity. Conversion of heart can be both irritated and 
tested when it comes to money matters. Paul’s advice still presents to us 
the challenge, 2 Corinthians 9:6-8

The point is this: he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must do as 
he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing 
in abundance, so that you may always have enough of everything and 
may provide in abundance for every good work.”

Our Parish Budget relies on your support. The budget is formed by 
the Finance Committee by carrying out the Mission Statement of our 
Parish and our Archdiocese.

2. The Lord has graced us with time and talents to share with others. 
There are many ministries in which we may share, ministries outside 
the Parish as well as those within the Parish. We have many ministries 
in which our talents are very much wanted and needed. Please 
consider being involved in at least one of them, as sharing in ministry 
helps form relationships and bonds us deeper to the Body of Christ, 
present within each and every one of us.
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Safe Environment Program
PREVENT AND PROTECT STL–

SAFE ENVIRONMENT
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish is committed to the Archdiocese of 
St. Louis Safe Environment Program, (Protecting God’s Children), now 
referred to as the Prevent and Protect STL, that offers the Protecting God’s 
Children Workshop. This program helps keep our parish family protected 
as we participate in the various school, sports and parish life activities 
within our community. The purpose of the Safe Environment Program 
is to create and maintain a safe environment for all God’s children. All 
employees, volunteers, religious, priests, and deacons who 
minister to children and vulnerable adults must be compliant 
with the Safe Environment Program of the Archdiocese of 
Saint Louis set forth by the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops. If you are interested in volunteering at IHM, please 
visit this site, www.preventandprotectstl.org, to access all necessary 
forms and to register for a Protecting God’s Children workshop before you 
begin your ministry. When you register use the passcode: stlprotect.

If you have ever taken a Protecting God’s Children Workshop 
at any time or anywhere, you must re-register on this new 
website before you are able to work or volunteer in any 
ministry with children and/or vulnerable adults. This includes 
PSR, Youth ministry, SVDP, Legion of Mary, Children’s Choir, Scouts, etc.

Any questions please contact Karen Wappelhorst, Safe 
Environment Coordinator, at childsafety@ihm-newmelle.org.

CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT REPORTING
Missouri Department of Social Services Children’s Division

Child Abuse and Neglect Hotline
1-800-392-3738

Missouri Department of Health & Senior Services
Adult Abuse and Neglect Hotline

1-800-392-0210

For additional information related to reporting incidents of suspected abuse, 
please refer to guidelines on www.preventandprotectstl.org or contact 
Sandra Price, Executive Director, Office of Child & Youth Protection,
314-792-7271, sandraprice@archstl.org
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• Tire & Wheel Shop/Store
• Complete Auto/Truck Repairs
• U-HAUL Dealer/Rentals

1250 Mexico Rd.
Wentzville, MO 63385

(Corner of Hwy A & Mexico Rd.- Wentzville)

(636) 327-6411
www.zissertire.com

844844--820820--11371137
Call Today for a FREE ESTIMATE

LeafGuard is guaranteed never
to clog as long as you own your
home or we’ll clean it for FREE

Eliminates the risk of
falling off  the ladder to
clean clogged gutters

Durable, all-weather tested system–not a fl imsy attachment

Seamless, one-piece system keeps
out leaves, pine needles and debris!

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25.
Off er sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection.
This off er is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.  If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend
and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter
into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this off er: employees of Company or affi  liated companies or entities, their 
immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and 
former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal
or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via fi rst class United States Mail or e-mailed within
30 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Off er not sponsored
or promoted by Darden and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 12/31/2021.

with free in-home estimate 

$25

On Purchases with your Synchrony Bank credit card. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the promotional
purchase is not paid in full within 12 Months. $29 account activation fee will apply. Fixed Monthly Payments required equal to 2.5% of
the highest balance applicable to this promo purchase until paid in full. Off er applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases.
No monthly interest will be charged on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full [within12 Months]. If you do
not, monthly interest will be charged on the promo purchase from the purchase date. Fixed monthly payments are required equal to
2.5% of the highest balance applicable to this promo purchase until paid in full. The fi xed monthly payment will be rounded to the next
highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional
purchase. Depending on purchase amount, promotion length and payment allocation, the required minimum monthly payments may or
may not pay off  purchase by end of promotional period. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion
ends, to promotional purchase, except that the fi xed monthly payment will continue to be required until the promotion is paid in full.
For new accounts: Purchase APR is 26.99% Minimum Interest Charge is $2. One-time Account Activation Fee of $29 charged at time
fi rst purchase posts to account. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit
approval. Expires 12/31/21.

INTEREST-FREE
FINANCING 
FOR

MONTHS!
Yes!Yes!$$Financing

Available

Serving the counties of St. Charles, Warren, Lincoln & St. Louis
General Pest Services
Termite Treatments
www.semopest.com

(636) 398-5776

• We control all pests
• Basic, Homecare Maintenance &
  Guardian Residential Pest Plans
• Ask about our service guarantee
• State licensed and insured

HONESTY, NEATNESS, KNOWLEDGEABLE SERVICE
Family Owned Since 1949

Accepts
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Liturgical Ministries
If you would like to get more involved at Mass, consider one of the 
ministries below and either contact the person listed about training or 
call the office. It takes many committed ministers to help our Mass run 
smoothly. For more information about any of our ministries, contact 
Bryan Beams, Director of Music and Liturgy, 636-398-5270.

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Men and women aid in the ministry of distributing Holy Communion at 
weekday and weekend Masses and to the homebound or sick. Preparation for 
this ministry is required. Contact Irene Caldwell at 636-398-4311.

Gift Bearers
Families, or individuals, who, representing the members of the parish, 
bring forth the bread and wine at the time of the offertory (Presentation of 
the Gifts) at Mass. Please volunteer to have your family periodically serve 
in this role. Contact Peggy Dupree at 636-398-5270.

Lectors
Lectors are parishioners who proclaim the Word of God at weekday and 
weekend Masses. Training is provided for adults and youth interested in 
this ministry. Contact Joe Willis at 618-806-6684.

Servers
Boys and girls are encouraged to serve at weekend Masses once they have 
entered the fourth grade. They are encouraged to continue through high 
school. Training sessions are available. Contact one of our deacons 
or the parish office for more information.

Ushers
Ushers are men, women and teens who act as ambassadors of hospitality 
to assist at Mass in finding seats for the congregation, to collect the 
offertory, as well as assisting the congregation in any way possible. 
Contact Gary Struckhoff at 636-828-6067.

Altar Society
Several ladies of the parish take care of laundering all of the linens used 
at the altar. If you are interested in assisting in this important behind-the-
scenes ministry, contact Pam DeBold at 636-482-4765.

Music Ministry
This is the mission of music ministry at Immaculate Heart of Mary: A deep love 
of God and a commitment to exceptional liturgy impels us to express prayer 
through music and inspire others to join as one voice in sung worship. If you are 
interested in participating in any of the ways described below, please contact the 
Director of Music and Liturgy, Bryan Beams at 636-398-5270.
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Adult Choir
Our Adult Choir is always in need of more singers! As an all-volunteer 
ensemble, we do our best to accommodate varying skill levels. Vocalists 
should be able to match pitch and have a basic ability to read music. 
Previous experience in a choral ensemble is helpful. Sheet music is 
provided, most of which is in four-part harmony, and of a traditional or 
gospel style. The important part is a willingness to commit to regular 
participation and to the mission of our music ministry.

The Adult Choir leads music for ass at 9:30 am on Sundays. We also get to lead 
music for Mass for a variety of major holiday and holy day Masses. The Adult 
Choir rehearses every Monday evening from 7-9 pm in church. The choir is off 
on the fourth Sunday of every month, and after Pentecost through Labor Day 
weekend. Contact Mary Sweetin, Adult Choir Director 314-324-3249 
or Bryan Beams, Director of Music and Liturgy 636-398-5270.

Children’s Choir
All children in the parish grades 4-8 are encouraged to be part of our 
Children’s Choir! Sheet music is provided. Children are introduced to 
various musical and liturgical concepts, as well as basic sacred repertoire 
and use of chimes. The Children’s Choir leads music for Mass on the fourth 
Sunday of the month at the 9:30 am Mass, as well as Christmas Eve at
4 pm. Rehearsals are always the three Tuesdays before the fourth Sunday 
from 7-8 pm in church. Contact Elizabeth Jaeckle, Children’s 
Choir Coordinator 806-674-4976 or Bryan Beams, Director of 
Music and Liturgy 636-398-5270.

Cantors
Vocalists in the parish with professional-level proficiency are invited to 
consider the role of cantor at Immaculate Heart of Mary. Cantors are 
responsible for providing sole vocal leadership of a liturgical event. All music 
is provided, most of which are traditional sacred hymns or other compositions.

Cantors at IHM minister on a rotating schedule at the 4 pm and 7:30 am
Masses, and other liturgical events such as weddings and funerals as 
needed. Compensation is offered for some events. For more information 
or to audition for a cantor role at IHM, please contact Bryan Beams, 
Director of Music and Liturgy 636-398-5270.

Orchestral Instruments
Anyone proficient in brass, percussion, woodwinds, or strings is encouraged to 
accompany our Adult Choir; either on a regular basis, or more likely for solemn 
occasions such as Christmas, Easter, etc. All music is provided, and rehearsal 
time is minimal. Compensation is offered for some events. Contact 
Mary Sweetin, Adult Choir Director 314-324-3249 or Bryan Beams, 
Director of Music and Liturgy 636-398-5270.
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Praise and Worship Band
Immaculate Heart of Mary’s newest musical ensemble is the Praise 
and Worship Band. The band utilizes music on the cutting-edge of the 
contemporary Christian music and praise and worship genre. This ensemble is 
semi-professional, and all members should be proficient musicians.

For more information or to set up an audition, please contact Steve 
Farber, Worship Leader 636-751-3567 or Bryan Beams, 
Director of Music and Liturgy 636-398-5270.

Education and Formation
Opportunities for Adults

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
How does one “become Catholic”? The process of initiation, formation 
and education is the RCIA, the normative way for inquirers to receive the 
Sacraments of Initiation into Christ, and to “join the Church”. While a 
general program is offered from Fall to Spring, please contact us as soon 
as possible so that we can meet and greet and keep this opportunity of 
grace moving along. Contact Shawn Mueller, Director of Religious 
Education in the Parish Office at 636-398-5270.

There is sometimes a need for adult sponsors to walk with candidates as 
they journey in their decision to enter the Catholic faith. Contact Shawn if 
you might like to help in the role of sponsor.

Note: Those who need to complete their Sacraments of Initiation, such as 
Confirmation, should also consider being a part of this program as well.

FORMED
IHM has purchased a subscription to a great wealth of resources about 
the Catholic Faith, and we’re passing this onto our parishioners and 
neighbors at no charge. Go to www.ihm-newmelle.formed.org, create 
a personal account with your email and a password, and start enjoying 
hours of inspiring movies and video series, Catholic eBooks, and audio 
presentations from the Church’s most compelling speakers. You can do this 
anytime and anywhere. It’s the Catholic Faith on demand.

Online Education MCFD/Paul VI Classes
Want a great way to learn Catholic content on a variety of subjects and at 
your own pace? Visit www.mycatholicfaithdelivered.com. Another well-
known avenue for learning here in the Archdiocese is the Paul VI Institute 
of Catechetical and Pastoral Studies. It offers college-level courses to 
adults pursuing a greater understanding of the Catholic Church. Visit Paul 
VI website at http://archstl.org/paul6.
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Karrenbrock Construction, Inc.
& Karrenbrock Excavating LLC

Roger Karrenbrock
Call us for all your excavating, site utilities and concrete needs!

offi ce@karrenbrockconst.com
P.O. Box 279
New Melle, MO 63365

Offi ce: 636-828-5420
Fax: 636-600-5420

BLUE FLAME GAS COMPANY
636-433-2248
Bulk or Bottle Gas

Appliances – Sales & Service
15956 State Hwy. 47, Marthasville

Dennis Glosemeyer

Short Stops - Centerfields
Convenience Stores

30 West Hwy D
p.o. box 237
New Melle, MO 63365 Ph: 636-398-4945
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Bible Study/Faith Formation Groups
Adult members of the parish participate in various studies or video series and 
programs on a variety of Biblical topics. If “Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance 
of Christ” as St. Jerome once said, then we must prioritize Scripture reading 
whether individually, or better, in groups. Contact the Parish Office to inquire 
about present or upcoming studies, or to share ideas on implementing new 
studies and groups. Currently a morning group meets on Wednesdays at 
8:45 to 10:00 am to read and discuss the upcoming Sunday Mass readings in 
Weber Hall. Evening groups meet in Stoltz Grand Hall during PSR times. An 
early morning (6:30 am) group embarks on various Biblical studies. You are 
welcome to join in at any time.

Parish Media Library/Lighthouse CD Rack
A varied collection of books, videos and CDs on all aspects of faith and 
family is located in our Parish Library in Stoltz Grand Hall. Working on an 
honor system, this resource is open to all members of the parish during 
normal “business hours”. Consider utilizing this very valuable resource as a 
tool for personal growth and evangelization. The Lighthouse CD rack with 
inspirational/ educational CDs is available in the Narthex in Church and in 
the back of the St. Joseph Chapel.

Opportunities for
Children/Youth/Young Adults

As primary examples and “first teachers” of their children in the ways of faith, 
parents have the joyful duty and challenging responsibility to ensure that their 
children receive the full benefits of a Catholic education and formation in the 
faith, both inside and outside the home. As the “main meal” of this formation, 
parents can take advantage of a number of “vitamin supplements” to help 
provide their children with a “well-balanced diet” in the faith. Some parents 
send their children to local Catholic schools, others to local public schools, while 
some families home school. Respecting parental discernment in their schooling 
of choice, the parish has made available a supplemental means of education and 
formation in the faith through the Parish School of Religion (PSR) program.

IHM Parish School of Religion (PSR)
Classes meet each week on Wednesday evenings, Fall through Spring, for 
grades 1 through 8. Textbooks used are from the “Faith and Life” series 
produced by Ignatius Press. www.ignatiuspress.com. Along with textbooks, 
families have a supplemental means of learning via an online tool of the Faith 
and Life series found at www.mycatholicfaithdelivered.com. This information 
and more, including registration, can be received by contacting the Parish 
Office. Information for registration can also be found on the parish website 
(under the PSR Tab at www.ihm-newmelle.org. For more information, 
contact the Coordinator of PSR, Shawn Mueller at 636-398-5270.

Our Parish sometimes has a need for PSR catechists (teachers) and catechists’ 
aides. If you would like to inquire about this, contact the Parish Office.
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Liturgy of the Word for Children (on hold until social 
distancing restrictions are lifted)
Adult and confirmed teen parishioners serve as Ministers of the Word for 
children in grades K-4 during the 9:30 am Sunday Mass from September 
through May. Children exit Mass at the beginning of the Liturgy of the 
Word and go to Weber Hall for the Liturgy and return after the General 
Intercessions. No sign-ups are necessary. If you would like to be a Minister, 
contact Shawn Mueller at 636-398-5270.

Youth Group
This group is for young adults, grades 9-12. It provides bi-weekly educational 
and spiritual formation guidance through teaching, prayer, adoration, 
celebration of the Sacraments, discussion, social activities, periodic Youth 
Conferences, Archdiocesan sponsored events, and other activities as well. The 
Youth Group is also in collaboration with the Youth Group at the parish of St. 
Patrick in Wentzville. Contact Youth Minister Janet Hespen by email 
at: janethspn@outlook.com or by phone at 314-369-6521.

Youth Summer Opportunities
Keep an eye out for details about the events for youth offered in the 
summer by way of camps and various outings. Of special note are the 
camps offered at Kenrick Glennon for boys called Kenrick Glennon Days. 
For girls is the “Camp Mater Dei.” Here at the parish for younger folks, 
we offer a week-long Catholic Kids Camp run with assistance of our older 
youth. Watch the bulletin for information or call the Parish Office.

Local Catholic Elementary Schools
Immaculate Conception School - 636-561-4450 .............www.icdschool.org
Saint Patrick School - 636-332-9913 .....................www.stpatsch.org/school
St. Theodore School - 636-332-9269 .......................www.sainttheodore.org
St. Joseph, Josephville - 636-332-6676 .................................www.stjojo.net
Saint Vincent de Paul School - 636-433-2466 .................www.svdutzow.org

Local Catholic High Schools
St. Dominic High School - 636-240-8303 ................... www.stdominichs.org
St. Francis Borgia Regional High School - 636-239-7871 ........www.borgia.com

Homeschool Co-op
The St. Gianna Homeschool Co-op meets weekly on Mondays throughout 
the academic year at St. Gianna Catholic Church, 450 E. Hwy N, Wentzville, 
MO 63385. For more information see www.stgiannahomeschool.com.

Catholic Colleges/Universities
A comprehensive Guide (website below) recommends Catholic colleges and 
universities in the United States plus eight international, online and unique 
programs based on the strength of their Catholic identity. In addition, the 
Guide includes several essays to help families better understand the search 
for a strong Catholic college. www.thenewmanguide.com



Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Guide Book & Directory

24

Parish Organizations 
and Involvement

Immaculate Heart of Mary has a variety of organizations other than the 
ministries to be involved in our vibrant and welcoming parish family. 
Below is a list of specific parish organizations that you might consider.

Art & Environment Committee
This committee is responsible for the beautiful decorations around our 
parish. They decorate the church and the chapel according to the liturgical 
seasons with floral arrangements and other items to draw our attention to the 
season we are celebrating. If you have a knack for decorating, possess flower-
arranging skills or are willing to help put up or take down decorations, please 
contact Mary Karll at 636-433-5049 to offer your skills.

Budget and Finance Committee
Budget and Finance handles the fiscal responsibilities of the Church with 
regard to stewardship, budgets, capital transactions and other financial 
decisions. Meetings are held once a month. Contact Larry Graves at 
314-799-9804.

Cemetery Committee
This committee oversees the maintenance of and forms policies regarding the 
parish cemetery. Contact Mark Keune, Chairman, at 314-220-7075.

Dinner Committee
This committee is responsible for planning and organizing parish fundraising 
dinners. The IHM sausage dinners, held in the Spring and Fall, have quite a 
history dating back to 1947! Many thanks and prayers for those who generously 
give of themselves to help support our parish dinners. For more information 
or to volunteer, please contact Jeff Comotto at 636-798-2369 or the 
Parish Office.

Helping Hearts
This community service ministry of IHM was formed to help our parishioners
and other community members within our parish boundaries in need of 
minor services that they would normally provide for themselves but are 
unable to do so because of age or infirmity. Contacts: Bob Hutchcraft 
at 636-346-3471, Ralph Biddy at 636-262-7530, John Grady at
314-662-2138, Mary Hardesty at 636-398-5663, or
Maria Romine-Kantor at 314-614-0857.

IHMformation Station (on hold until social distancing 
restrictions are lifted)
Located to the right as you enter the main doors of church, the 
IHMformation Station is manned by parishioners following each weekend 
Mass to help answer questions, pass along comments to the office 
staff, register new parishioners, and be a source for parish information. 
Contact Joe Willis at 618-806-6684.
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Parish Benefactors
Grace Hauling

Residential/Commercial Hauling
(636) 398-8060

customerservice@gracehauling.com
1010 Hoof Rd • O’Fallon, MO 63366

Wildschuetz Bros. Trucking
General Dump Trucking/Excavating/Bobcat Work

Rock • Sand • Gravel • Topsoil • Fill Dirt
  Lenny                  Lauren

(636) 262-2805   (314) 280-0481
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Knights of Columbus
Men, 18 years of age and older, participate in this Catholic family fraternal service 
organization devoted to principles of charity, unity, fraternity, and patriotism. 
Meetings are held the third Tuesday of every month at 7:30 pm in Founders Hall. 
Contact Bob Hutchcraft, Grand Knight, at 636-346-3471.

Marian Council
The Marian Council promotes social interaction and spiritual growth by 
encouraging participation in the devotional and social activities in our parish 
family. The membership conducts charitable undertakings and fundraisers 
to assist many parish activities and local charities. We are responsible for 
cleaning the St. Joseph Chapel (Heavenly Dusters), and coordinating funeral 
luncheons for families and friends of deceased parish members. We hold an 
annual rummage sale, with half the proceeds going to the community and 
the other half to the Parish. Meetings are held the second Tuesday of January, 
March, May, July, September and November. Special Marian Council events 
are held in June (Rummage Sale) and December (our Christmas party). New 
activities are added each year. The Marian Council is open to all women of the 
parish. Contact Barb Pope, President, at 773-383-8602.

Meal Train
A great way to organize emergency meals for the people of our parish! 
Such emergencies might include the arrival of a new baby, injuries/
surgeries, military deployment, extended illnesses or condolences. Please 
contact Kelly Meyer at meyer5853@qmcinc.org if you have any 
questions or would like to become a part of this ministry.

Pro-Life Committee
Pro-life volunteers organize and keep the parish informed of “Respect Life” 
educational and legislative activities, as well as provide assistance and 
support however they find necessary to lend a helping hand. There are special 
“Respect Life” prayers after each Thursday morning Mass in the St. Joseph 
Chapel. Contact Bill Winters, Pro-Life Chairman at 636-828-4133.

Quilters
The IHM Quilters meet in Weber Hall on Friday mornings after the 8:00 am 
Mass. They donate beautiful handmade quilts to the sausage dinners as well as 
other charities and fundraisers. Everyone is welcome! Mary Ann Brakensiek 
at 636-828-5776, or Ruth Willis at 636-398-4597.

Scouting
Our scouting program is headed by fellow parishioner, Chuck Hinkle, Charter 
Organization Representative and Unit Commissioner. If you have a general 
scouting question, Chuck may be contacted at 636-544-6639.
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Cub Scout Pack 856: Cub Scouts offers boys and girls in grades 1-5 an 
opportunity to join the Scouting program, which teaches duty to God, country, 
and service to others. Cub Scouts are divided into dens according to grades. 
Tigers meet once a month at a family activity. Wolf, Bear, and Webelo meet 
twice a month with their respective dens. Pack meetings for all Cub Scouts are 
on the last Tuesday of the month. Contact John Lyons at 217-778-3760.

Boy Scout Troop 856: Open to all boys, ages 10½ through 18 years 
old. This group offers the boys an opportunity to learn outdoor skills, 
such as camping and hiking. The boys also improve their citizenship 
and leadership skills as they further grow in their awareness of duty to 
God, country, and service to others. Meetings are held every Monday in 
Founders Hall. Contact Chad Peters at 314-807-7177.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Inspired by Gospel values, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, a Catholic lay 
organization, leads women and men to join together to grow spiritually by 
offering person-to-person service to those who are needy and suffering in 
the tradition of its founder, Blessed Frederic Ozanam, and patron,
St. Vincent de Paul.

As a reflection of the whole family of God, members, who are known as 
Vincentians, are drawn from every ethnic and cultural background, age group, 
and economic level. Vincentians are united in an international society of charity 
by their spirit of poverty, humility and sharing, which is nourished by prayer and 
reflection, mutually supportive gatherings and adherence to a basic Rule.

Organized locally, Vincentians witness God’s love by embracing all works 
of charity and justice. The Society collaborates with other people of good 
will in relieving need and addressing its causes, making no distinction in 
those served because, in them, Vincentians see the face of Christ.

The Essential Elements of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
are: Spirituality – Friendship – Service
You may wonder what you are contributing to for St. Vincent de Paul or the 
“Walk for the Poor”. We have a food pantry that is open the first and third 
Saturdays from 9:00 am to 10:30 am and we also address need within our 
community. Sometimes people come to us for rent or utility bills when there 
is a crisis and with our help and the love of Christ we encourage the person or 
family to believe in themselves to help them get out of the situation. We have 
a mattress program, car repair program, and car purchase program available 
from our St. Louis Council and several other programs including The Giving 
Tree, a lot of food, love, and laughter.

If you would like to help us with this cause or have a need yourself, you 
can call the parish office, ask for extension 225, and another 
Vincentian will return your call.
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Welcoming Committee (on hold until social distancing 
restrictions are lifted)
The Welcoming Committee is one facet of the Ministry of Hospitality. You will 
find this group of parishioners greeting the congregation before the weekend 
Masses and periodically hosting gatherings such as Donut Sunday to ensure 
that new as well as current parishioners find a place of warm welcome here 
at Immaculate Heart of Mary. This committee of volunteers will also call or 
write to newly registered parishioners and extend personal greetings and an 
invitation to attend a wine and cheese party held three times yearly. They 
generally assist the newcomers in becoming acquainted with people and 
activities at IHM. Contact Teresa Berfanger if you would like to 
become involved at 636-398-5565.

New Groups in Development…
The following groups are in development this year and looking for some 
leadership. If you would like to join, help support it, or get it going, please 
consider calling Fr. Tom at the office (636-398-5270) or wait for 
announcements in the bulletin or at Mass. If you have a suggestion for another 
group that would benefit our parishioners, please pass your idea on to Fr. Tom.

Health Committee
Adults with an interest in the healthcare field: medicine, nutrition, 
exercise, etc. are welcome to join. This group provides various 
opportunities for assisting fellow parishioners in improving their overall 
health and wellness. Blood pressure screenings, vaccinations and 
information nights would be some of the activities planned.

Vocation Committee
All members of the parish are encouraged to promote a culture of vocation 
discernment and awareness through their prayer, witness and encouragement 
in their homes and beyond. If you would like to pray and work to help 
promote greater awareness at the parish level through more concrete actions, 
activities, vocation panels, prayer times, etc., contact Mary Stassi or 
Shawn Mueller at the parish office 636-398-5270.

Communications
Bulletin and Website: The parish bulletin is published each week. 
If you belong to a local group or organization and wish to publish a 
special event or meeting, please submit your article to Peggy Dupree, 
Bulletin Editor, no later than noon on Monday. Submissions may be 
made by email to secretary@ihm-newmelle.org or by a written note. 
The bulletin is sent to the publisher on Tuesday morning each week. It 
is through the advertisers on the back of the bulletin and Liturgical 
Publications Inc. that the bulletin is provided each week, free of charge 
to the parish. Current and past bulletins are also available on the parish 
website by visiting: www.ihm-newmelle.org
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Constant Contact: Periodic mass emails to communicate to parishioners 
and beyond various IHM news happenings, updates and events relevant 
for parishioners to stay informed on what’s happening at the parish along 
with opportunities for faith growth and formation.

Social Media: Follow us on social media! @ihmnewmelle.

Parish History
On June 24, 1945, in the presence of twenty-five people, ground was broken 
by Father William Pezold, the Pastor of Saint Joseph Parish in Cottleville. The 
cornerstone, of what is now called St. Joseph Chapel, was placed on August 
26, 1945, by Monsignor (later Bishop) Leo Steck, with the Most Reverend 
John J. Glennon, Archbishop of St. Louis, presiding. It was Archbishop 
Glennon who designated the parish to be named “Immaculate Heart of Mary,” 
the first parish in the Archdiocese with that title.

Fr. Pezold’s care of the parish extended from 1945-1956. On April 5, 1956, 
the mission was raised to the status of a full parish, and a rectory was built for 
a resident priest. Father Arthur Bromschwig was appointed as administrator, 
while also serving at Duchesne High School in St. Charles. Father Bromschwig 
later supervised the construction of the new St. Dominic High School in 
O’Fallon, while still serving as Administrator of this parish.

Pastors that succeeded Father Bromschwig (pastor here at IHM from 1956-
1966) have been Fr. James Komaska (1966-1979), Father Charles Burgoon 
(1979-1982), Father Wenceslaus Klaric (1983-1992), Father Joseph A. Weber 
(1992-2001) and Fr. Richard Stoltz (2001-2011). On December 16, 2001, 
having outgrown the “little Church” (Mass now being offered each Sunday 
in the infamously named “Chall”), ground was broken for a new church to 
be built. Building upon the planning and vision of Father Joe Weber, the new 
Church was completed through the leadership and fine touch of Father Stoltz. 
Archbishop Justin Rigali dedicated the building on May 4, 2003.

On February 22, 2009, the Dedication of The Grand Hall (Church’s lower level) 
took place. This was a special celebration, not only because the final phase of 
the Church building was completed, but because so many of the parishioners 
had contributed their time and talent, in addition to their treasure. Our Grand 
Hall has since been renamed Stoltz Grand Hall in recognition of the work of
Fr. Stoltz throughout the whole construction process. In 2009 Fr. Stoltz renamed 
the old original hall “Founders Hall”, in honor of the founding parishioners of 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish. A meeting room within the new Church was 
dedicated as “Weber Hall” in honor of Father Joe Weber.
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In January of 2012, Fr. Tom Miller was appointed as the pastor of 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. Under his pastoral guidance the parish 
embarked on a capital campaign to finally pay off the parish loan. It was a 
great success, not only in the pledges received, but also in the early payoff 
of our loan, making us debt-free after 20 years! We are now building a 
fund in anticipation of a new Parish Center which would be used for PSR 
classrooms and parish dinners. Eventually we will have a survey of the 
faithful to determine desire and support.

Echoing Daniel Webster’s quote, “History is God’s providence in human 
affairs,” we are grateful to God’s providential care in our history here at 
Immaculate Heart of Mary parish, and we entrust ourselves to that same 
care for our present and future.

To God Be the Glory!


