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102 N. Second Street, 
Memphis, Tennessee 38103
www.calvarymemphis.org

901-525-6602 | 901-525-5156 (FAX)

making God’s love visible in
downtown Memphis

Sundays
 7:10 a.m. Community Breakfast Blessing
 8:00 a.m. Traditional Eucharist
*10:00 a.m. Eucharist with Children’s Chapel
*11:15 a.m. Formation for All Ages

Wednesdays
 5:15-6:30 p.m. Dinner
*6:30-7:30 p.m. Classes and choir rehearsals for all ages

*Childcare available for children 5 and under

From the 
Priest-in-Charge

One of our most precious beliefs is that as people of faith we are not alone 
in our journey. At Calvary Episcopal Church we look for ways to foster and 
deepen connections with one another. Such connections in turn empower 
us to reach far beyond the borders of our parish, our families—beyond the 
reach of our small circles.

The power of small acts of love and kindness—a note, a call—is 
immeasurable. Each of us bears witness to strength we have drawn from 
an unexpected—and often very simple—contact from a friend. This annual 
directory is an invaluable tool in the practice of these kinds of acts. 

Jesus said that the way we who wish to follow him will be known to 
others is by the way we love. We at Calvary want to be known in that way. 
This directory is one way that helps us be who we are called to be! Use it 
joyfully and often.

The Rev. F. M. “Buddy” Stallings
Priest-in-Charge

http://www.calvarymemphis.org
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2016-2017 Calendar
August 2016
7 Founders’ Day
 Children & Youth Formation Open House
14 Student Blessing
 3rd Grade Bible Presentation
 Formation classes begin
 Priest-in-Charge Forum
20 Welcome to Middle School Lock-In
21 Vestry & Search Committee Update
28 Confirmation
31 Bratfest

September
2 Happening #60
4 Sundae Sunday
 Evensong
7 Koinonia Resumes
23 Friends of Music: Gregory Maytan, Violin

October
1 Blessing of the Animals
2 Evensong
7 Barristers’ Breakfast
23 Scarborough Fair
23 Blood Drive
26 Halloween Trunk or Treat and Monster Mash
28 Friends of Music: Chanticleer
30 Annual Parish Meeting and Vestry Elections

November
5 Lobsterpalooza
18 Diocesan Convention Begins
19 Daughters of the King Quiet Morning
20 Advent Wreath Making

December
4 Advent Lessons & Carols
18 Christmas Pageant; No formation classes
 Emmanuel Meal Setup
19 Emmanuel Meal
 High School Lock-Out
24 Christmas Eve Worship:
 3:30 p.m. (Holy Eucharist for Small Children and their Families)*
 5:30 p.m. (Holy Eucharist)*
 10:30 p.m. (Choral Holy Eucharist)
25 Christmas Day Worship at 10:00 a.m.
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January 2017
1 Evensong
4 Koinonia Resumes
6 Friends of Music: Boarshead Feaste
8 Bishop’s Visit with Baptisms and Confirmations
13 EYC Diocesan Ski Trip
15 Sunday formation begins
20-21 Vestry Retreat
29 Priest-in-Charge Forum and Annual Report

February
5 Evensong
10 Friends of Music: Ken Cowan, Organ
16 LPS Clergy Krewe Dinner
17 Happening #61 Begins
28 Fat Tuesday Dinner

March
1 Ash Wednesday Worship:
 7:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. - Distribution of Ashes;
 12:30 p.m. - Ashes to Go
 7:00 p.m. - Distribution of Ashes and Eucharist
2 Lenten Preaching Series & Waffle Shop: thru April 7
5 Evensong

April
2 Evensong
9 Palm Sunday
12 No Koinonia
13 Maundy Thursday Liturgy at 7:00 p.m.
14 Stations of the Cross at 11:00 a.m.
 Good Friday Liturgy at Noon and 7:00 p.m.
 Good Friday EYC Lunch
15 Easter Egg Hunt
 Easter Vigil Liturgy at 7:00 p.m.
16 Easter Day Worship:
 7:30 a.m.
 9:00 a.m. (with Children’s Chapel)*
 11:00 a.m. (with Children’s Chapel)*
19 Koinonia Resumes
29 Emmanuel Center Carnival

May
4 Friends of Music: Stax Academy
7 Calvary Place Sunday
10 Last Koinonia
14 Youth Sunday
17 Low Country Boil & Evensong
21 Parish Picnic

June
4 Pentecost
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Parish Leadership
Clergy
The Rev. Buddy Stallings, Priest-in-Charge
 bstallings@calvarymemphis.org ......................................901-312-5201
The Rev. Eyleen Farmer, Associate Rector
 efarmer@calvarymemphis.org .........................................901-312-5209
The Rev. Audrey Gonzalez, Assisting Priest
 bigtomato@bellsouth.net
The Ven. Mimsy Jones, Archdeacon
 summit70@aol.com .........................................................901-685-6916
The Rev. Canon Bill Kolb, Assisting Clergy
 Williamkolb461@yahoo.com ...........................................901-438-0751
The Rev. Paul McLain, Associate Rector
 pmclain@calvarymemphis.org ........................................901-312-5215
The Rev. Neil Raman, Curate
 nraman@calvarymemphis.org .........................................901-312-5216

Administration
Katie Owen, Parish Administrator
 kowen@calvarymemphis.org ...........................................901-312-5205
Fred Goldsmith, Information Officer ........................ 901-525-6602, ext. 115
Ebet Carrière Peeples, Assistant to the Rector
 epeeples@calvarymemphis.org .......................................901-312-5201
Cindy Yeager, Financial Administrative Assistant
 cyeager@calvarymemphis.org .........................................901-312-5204

Adult Ministries
Liz Browne, Adult Ministries Coordinator
 lbrowne@calvarymemphis.org ........................................901-312-5210

Children, Youth and Family Ministries
Kayla Bartosch, Minister to Youth
 kbartosch@calvarymemphis.org ......................................901-312-5206
Hilary Chipley, Director of Youth & Children
 hchipley@calvarymemphis.org ........................................901-312-5203

Communications
Robyn Mauldin Banks, Director of Communications
 rbanks@calvarymemphis.org ..........................................901-312-5207

Community Ministries
Christine Todd, Community Ministries Coordinator
 ctodd@calvarymemphis.org ............................................901-312-5214

Facilities
Helario Reyna, Facilities Manager
 hreyna@calvarymemphis.org ..........................................901-312-5202

mailto:bstallings@calvarymemphis.org
mailto:efarmer@calvarymemphis.org
mailto:bigtomato@bellsouth.net
mailto:summit70@aol.com
mailto:Williamkolb461@yahoo.com
mailto:pmclain@calvarymemphis.org
mailto:nraman@calvarymemphis.org
mailto:kowen@calvarymemphis.org
mailto:epeeples@calvarymemphis.org
mailto:cyeager@calvarymemphis.org
mailto:lbrowne@calvarymemphis.org
mailto:kbartosch@calvarymemphis.org
mailto:hchipley@calvarymemphis.org
mailto:rbanks@calvarymemphis.org
mailto:ctodd@calvarymemphis.org
mailto:hreyna@calvarymemphis.org
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Food Ministries
Mary O’Brien, Parish Chef
 mobrien@calvarymemphis.org ........................................901-312-5211
Issiah Carroll, Kitchen Assistant
Gary Thompson, Sexton
  ........................................................................................901-525-6602

Music
Kristin Lensch, Organist/Choirmaster
 klensch@calvarymemphis.org .........................................901-312-5212
John Palmer, Associate Organist/Choirmaster
Lynda Gayle Deacon, Music Office Administrative Assistant
 and Labyrinth Facilitator
 ldeacon@calvarymemphis.org .........................................901-312-5208
Jason Kindel, St. Cecilia Choir Director

Special Events
Lynda Gayle Deacon, Event Coordinator
 ldeacon@calvarymemphis.org .........................................901-312-5208
Ebet Carrière Peeples, Weddings, Funerals, and Baptisms
 epeeples@calvarymemphis.org .......................................901-312-5201

2016 Vestry
Class of 2016: Celeste Herburger, Nicky Hitching, David Leigh, Raymond 

Spence, Terre Sullivant: Senior Warden
Class of 2017: Julie Bethell: Warden-At-Large, Jan Gwin, Claudia Haltom, 

Fred Piper: Junior Warden, Donovan Smith
Class of 2018: Chris Bird, Margaret Craddock, Tony Graves, Palmer Jones, 

Sarah Squire
Ex Officio: Hank Word, Clerk, Hall Gardner, Treasurer

Sacraments and 
Sacramental Rites

A Sacrament is an outward and visible sign of inward and spiritual grace. 
It is given by Christ as a means to attain that grace. It is something outside 
of one that can be seen, symbolizing an action going on within individuals 
and within the body of the followers of Jesus. The two great sacraments of 
the Gospel, Holy Baptism and Holy Eucharist, are the essential parts of our 
life in Christ, representing (in Baptism) our incorporation into Christ’s Body, 
the Church; and (in Eucharist) the ongoing nurture we need in order to 
function as Jesus’ representatives or “ministers” in the world. The five other 
sacramental rites, Confirmation, Ordination, Holy Matrimony, Reconciliation 
of the Penitent, and Healing/Unction, are means of grace, but are not 
necessary for all persons in the same way that Baptism and Eucharist are. 
Calvary celebrates several other services within the life of the parish, including 
a brief service to give thanks for the birth or adoption of a new baby, and 
burial services for deceased members of the parish or their families.

mailto:mobrien@calvarymemphis.org
mailto:klensch@calvarymemphis.org
mailto:ldeacon@calvarymemphis.org
mailto:ldeacon@calvarymemphis.org
mailto:epeeples@calvarymemphis.org
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 6611 Reese Road  
Memphis TN 38133    

www.LandmarkHeatingandAir.com (901) 365-4260 

Your funeral should refl ect your 
desires and personality. Th ere is 
no reason to settle for anything 

less. Memorial Park off ers 
unique, personalized 
services to celebrate 
your family’s legacy. 

We can serve your 
needs no matter 
where your pre-

arrangements 
were made.

Call (901) 767-8930 and ask about
Transferring Your Pre-Arrangements

to Memorial Park Funeral Home & Cemetery.

Memorial Park Funeral Home & Cemetery
“BEHIND THE STONE WALL.”

5668 POPLAR AVE. • MEMPHIS, TN 38119 • 901-767-8930
www.memorialparkonline.com

Now honors most Memphis area funeral home pre-arrangements.

Bible Basics: RP3
Read to Picture, to Ponder, to Put into action

New Patch Series From P.R.A.Y.

FREE to download requirements from: www.praypub.org
For more information: 1-800-933-7729

ttitttiononnno

Y.

bbbbb..ororororoo ggggg

nnn

Read Bible stories together with families, Sunday school classes, 
Scout groups ...anybody interested in the Bible!

Bible-based Christian Education Programs

Patches & Pins 
Available for Purchase

http://www.LandmarkHeatingandAir.com
http://www.memorialparkonline.com
http://www.praypub.b.org
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Baptism
Holy Baptism is an outward and visible sign of the gift that is God’s 
relationship with us, proclaimed and modeled for us by Jesus. Candidates 
for baptism are presented by a sponsor. In the baptism of a young child, we 
call the sponsors godparents. Sponsors are already-baptized persons who 
signify their intention to support the candidate by prayer and example in 
their Christian life. Godparents take vows on behalf of their candidates, 
and by their influence and example are expected to see that the children 
are brought up in the Christian faith and life. We suggest that at least one 
of the godparents be a family member or close friend with whom you will 
not lose touch; and that one be an active member of Calvary Episcopal 
Church, with whom your child can have a special connection as he or she 
grows up in this worshiping community.

Having three godparents is traditional, two to four work just fine. At 
Calvary, we hold at least one class for parents and godparents before each 
scheduled baptism. Then, usually on the day before the baptism is held, we 
schedule a rehearsal to be attended by parents and godparents together. 
Even parents who have “done it before” are expected to attend. New parents 
sometimes learn from those familiar with this experience. All baptisms at 
Calvary (except in extreme emergencies) are held on Sunday mornings. 
They are usually scheduled on major feast days — Pentecost (in May or 
June) when the Holy Spirit descended on the first disciples, the Sunday after 
All Saints Day (November 1), the Baptism of Jesus (the first Sunday after 
the Epiphany, January 6), and the Great Vigil of Easter (usually held in the 
darkness on Saturday night or early on Easter Day). Often, an additional day 
is added in late summer. Sometimes children are baptized at the same time 
their parents are being confirmed or officially received into the Episcopal 
Church. To learn more about baptism, or to sign up for an upcoming 
baptism class, please contact Ebet Peeples or a member of the clergy.

2016-2017 Baptism Dates
• Founder’s Day, Sunday, August 7, 10 a.m.
• All Saints’ Day Sunday, November 6, 10 a.m.
• Baptism of Christ, Sunday, January 8, 10 a.m.
• Easter Vigil, Saturday, April 15, 7 p.m.
• Pentecost, Sunday, June 4, 10 a.m.
• Founder’s Day, Sunday, August 6, 10 a.m.
• All Saints’ Day 0Sunday, November 5, 10 a.m.
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Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist, also known as Holy Communion, The Lord’s Supper, and the 
Mass, is the sacrament in which the soul is nourished with spiritual food; 
through it one receives spiritual sustenance and is renewed in one’s life in 
Christ. Jesus commanded this sacrament for the continual remembrance of 
his life, death and resurrection, until his coming again. Receiving Communion 
together is a regular part of our worship life. All baptized people who desire 
a closer relationship with Jesus are invited to come forward to the altar rail 
or to one of the standing Communion stations. There are two ways to receive 
the sacrament: the Bread followed by a sip from the common Cup, or the 
Bread only, with arms folded across the chest afterwards. Baptized children are 
welcome to receive Communion when they are old enough to desire it. Please 
help them learn to hold their hands high to receive the Bread and to say “Amen” 
to the words of administration. If you are not baptized or want to come forward 
without receiving Communion, you may come to the altar rail to receive a 
blessing. Simply cross your arms over your chest as you kneel or stand.

Confession/Reconciliation
In The Episcopal Church, the job of hearing our confessions and proclaiming 
God’s forgiveness is assigned to our priests. They are trained for this and 
they are part of a long tradition of priestly confidentiality. Any one of 
Calvary’s priests will be happy to hear your confession, done at the altar 
rail in the empty church. Just call the Church Office, 901-525-6602, for 
an appointment. The forms we use can be found in The Book of Common 
Prayer (BCP) on page 447 and following. We corporately make confession 
almost every Sunday as we celebrate the Eucharist together (BCP pg. 360). 
This is a poignant reminder that we gather as forgiven sinners, empowered 
to serve the world through God’s gracious love. To learn more about 
confession or reconciliation, please contact a member of the clergy directly.

Confirmation
In the course of their Christian development, those baptized at an early age 
are expected, when they are ready and have been duly prepared, to make 
a public affirmation of their faith and to receive the laying on of hands by 
a bishop. Those baptized as adults are also expected to do the same. The 
laying on of hands by the bishop is symbolic of the spiritual strengthening to 
resist evil and lead a Christian life empowered by the Holy Spirit. If you are 
interested in confirmation, contact Ebet Peeples or a member of the clergy.

Marriage
Christian marriage is a public covenant between two people, blessed by God 
within the community of faith. The exchanging of rings and the joining of hands 
are the outward symbols; and the joining of two lives into one is the inward 
and spiritual grace. Through the liturgy, a couple is united to accomplish God’s 
purposes in the world. The clergy and people of Calvary Episcopal Church host 
many weddings each year. We do this because we believe it is important to 
support those who understand their marriage commitment in the context of 
their prior commitment to seek and serve Christ in all they do. If you would like 
to explore celebrating your marriage at Calvary, one of our clergy will be happy 
to meet with you. Call the church office, 901-525-6602, for an appointment.
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Healing/Unction
Holy Unction is the rite whereby the sick or someone praying on behalf 
of the sick is anointed with oil for spiritual and bodily healing. In Holy 
Unction, we anoint the person for whom we are praying with oil, an 
ancient sign of God’s healing power. The sign of the cross is made on the 
forehead, reminding us of the anointing done at baptism when we are 
“sealed by the Holy Spirit…and marked as Christ’s own forever.” This 
prayer is often accompanied by the Laying on of Hands, a simple act in 
which the presiding priest (and a number of lay people, if available) place 
their hands on the head of the sick person or intercessor. If you would like 
to request this rite for yourself or a loved one, please contact the church 
office, 901-525-6602, to make an appointment with one of the clergy.

Burial
While death comes to us all, the death of a loved one can be an emotional 
and difficult time. The clergy at Calvary consider it a privilege to walk 
with you and your family through the days before and after the death of a 
family member. Members of the clergy are available to provide the rituals 
and sacraments of the church for those who are dying. They can provide 
Holy Communion for those who are still able to receive it, anointing for 
those who are dying, and prayers of commendation for those who have 
died. The death of a member of the church should be reported as soon 
as possible and arrangements for the funeral made in consultation with 
a member of the clergy. The clergy may be reached by calling the church 
office, 901-525-6602. After hours, an office automated answering system 
gives an emergency number.

Because we recognize that all persons contacting the church about a 
death may not be Christians, Episcopalians, or familiar with how to plan a 
service celebrating the life of their loved one, clergy and church staff work 
very closely with the designated family representative to plan a service 
that honors the individual and respects the family and friends while 
remaining true to the understanding of death and dying that arises out 
of Christian tradition. To schedule a time to meet with a member of the 
clergy to plan a burial service in advance, contact Ebet Peeples.

Christian Formation
Calvary Episcopal Church is a place where spiritual seekers can gather in a 
safe community of faith, questioning and learning, reflecting, and sharing 
diverse viewpoints.

Faith formation classes for children, youth, and adults are offered on 
Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings during Koinonia. All adult 
classes are open to the adult community as a whole. This openness allows 
people to choose classes rather than be placed in them.

There also are opportunities for continued study and formation through 
small groups and retreats.
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Sunday Mornings for 
Children & Youth

Kayla Bartosch, Minister to Youth
 kbartosch@calvarymemphis.org ......................................901-312-5206
Hilary Chipley, Director of Children’s Ministries
 hchipley@calvarymemphis.org ........................................901-312-5203
Rev. Paul McLain, Associate Rector
 pmclain@calvarymemphis.org ........................................901-312-5215

Sunday Morning Nursery Care - Calvary maintains an excellent nursery 
facility staffed by trained, professional caregivers. Open from 7:45 a.m. until 
12:30 p.m., the nursery is for children ages five and under and is located on 
the first floor in the Orgill Room. A loving atmosphere, personal attention, and 
age-appropriate toys, Bible stories, and Bible-based activities are all designed 
to make the nursery a safe, nurturing place for your child.

Children’s Chapel - Children’s Chapel is a wonderful opportunity for 
children to experience the “Liturgy of the Word” in an easy-to-understand, 
story format. Children ages three through 1st grade participate in a number of 
ways, such as listening, responding to the story, singing, praying, and giving. 
Emphasis is placed on children’s participation and self-control in preparation 
for their emerging role in the larger worship service. At the beginning of 
the 10:00 a.m. worship service, children follow the children’s cross, usually 
during the song of praise, out of the church to room 203 in the second floor 
education wing. Children are escorted into church at the time of the Peace 
to join their families for Communion. We encourage parent participation in 
Children’s Chapel, so come and experience this very special worship time.

Children are welcome at all Calvary worship services. Nursery care and 
Children’s Chapel are special options for children during worship.

2016 - 2017 Formation
Formation classes for all ages are held August 14, 2016 through May 7, 2017 
and begin at 11:15 a.m. Classes are held in the second-floor education wing 
(except for high school which meets on the 3rd floor). Adult classes meet in 
the Great Hall. An open house will be held on Sunday, August 7 where all 
adults can learn about adult formation offerings and parents and students can 
meet their teachers in their respective classrooms to learn more about their 
curriculum for the year.

Pre-K and Kindergarten — Godly Play — Room 201
The Godly Play curriculum invites children to enter into our sacred stories 
through careful telling of the scripture stories, engaging story figures, and 
a variety of creative activities. Children are encouraged to wonder about 
themselves, God, and the world around them in a way that is playful and 
meaningful to them. Godly Play teachers encourage children to use their 
curiosity and imagination to experience the mystery and joy of God.

mailto:kbartosch@calvarymemphis.org
mailto:hchipley@calvarymemphis.org
mailto:pmclain@calvarymemphis.org
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1st & 2nd Grade — Godly Play — People, Prophets, and 
Parables — Room 203
Grades 1 & 2 continue with the Godly Play curriculum and build upon 
stories learned in Pre-K and Kindergarten, with focus on specific people, 
prophets, and the parables of Jesus.

3rd Grade — Bible 101 — Room 205
On Sunday, August 14, Calvary presents each 3rd grader with a student 
Bible for use in this watershed class. The entire formation year is devoted to 
in-depth and age-appropriate study of the Old Testament, creating a solid 
foundation for a life-long relationship with the text. We strongly encourage 
students to be present every Sunday as each lesson builds on the one before.

4th Grade — Bible 102 — Room 206
Building upon Bible 101, the entire formation year is devoted to in-
depth and age-appropriate study of the New Testament, creating a solid 
foundation for a life-long relationship with the text. We strongly encourage 
students to be present every Sunday as each lesson builds on the one before.

5th & 6th Grades — Re:form — Room 207
Re:form is a curriculum rooted in historic Christianity and the gospels which 
speaks to youth on their level. The three key foundations of this curriculum are 
encounter, engage, and respond. Animated short films frame tough theological 
questions that youth really ask, like, “Why does God let bad things happen?” 
and “Why do we say The Lord’s Prayer if it feels like I’m just going through the 
motions?” Each student will receive an “anti-workbook” that will provide them 
space to unravel the lesson. Each lesson has response time led by our teachers.

7th & 8th Grades — Living Compass — Room 208
9th-12th Grade — Living Compass — Third Floor Youth Room
The year’s curriculum will be influenced by Dr. Scott Stoner’s book Your 
Living Compass: Living Well in Thought, Word, and Deed. We will focus on 
four main aspects of our humanness: our heart, our soul, our strength, 
and our mind. Throughout the year we will look at every part of our lives 
(school, physical health, stress, family, friends, etc.) and see where our life 
compass is pointing. What do we excel at? What do we need more practice 
doing? How do these four aspects of our humanness intertwine to make us 
who we are and help us decide who we want to be? Come ready to explore 
yourself, your opinions, and how God works through you. The lessons will 
be tailored to the age/grade into which the classes are split.

High School Confirmation - My Faith, My Life - Rector’s Study
This curriculum is based off of the book My Faith My Life by Jenifer Gamber. 
The students will learn about the Christian faith they have been baptized 
into and how the Episcopal Church offers a spiritual home for their faith. 
This class invites the confirmands to ask the questions: Where is my 
ministry? What does it look like? What are my gifts to share? How will 
confirmation shape my calling? This guide and class will encourage the 
students to mix their personal reflection with Scripture passages, lives of the 
saints, sacraments, prayer, ministry, and history of the church to uncover the 
answers. This class will meet from August 14, 2016 - January 8, 2017.
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  Commercial/Industrial Doors
  Automated Gate Systems
  Access Control Systems
  Camera Surveillance Systems
  Alarm Systems

Securing the Mid-South for over 60 years

775-2143
www.dillarddoor.com

Church Benefactors
Outdoors Inc.

Outfitting Human Powered Recreation
1710 Union Ave.
(901) 722-8988

www.outdoorsinc.com

http://www.dillarddoor.com
http://www.outdoorsinc.com
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Wednesday Evenings for 
Children & Youth

Koinonia is Calvary’s Wednesday evening program of dinner, worship, 
classes, and choir rehearsals, during the fall, winter, and spring.

Ages 0-5 — Nursery — 5:30-7:30
Childcare for children ages 0-5 is available in the Orgill Room from 5:30 p.m. 
until the end of classes.

1st & 2nd Grades — St. Cecilia’s Choir — 6:15-7:00 p.m.
Jason Kindel directs the St. Cecilia Choir, the youngest choir of the parish. 
Using a variety of different activities, he helps them learn to use their voices, 
teaches them hymns and other sacred songs, and guides them as they learn 
what it means to sing in a choir. The St. Cecilia Choir sings periodically 
at the 10 a.m. worship service throughout the year. Jason brings skill and 
expertise in working with young voices, since he works as a music educator 
in the public school system in Memphis. Jason is also an experienced 
choral singer and is one of the staff singers in the Calvary Choir. At the 
conclusion of rehearsal, the St. Cecilia choristers have the opportunity to 
join their friends in EpiscoPals until 7:30 p.m. Contact Jason Kindel for more 
information, jasonkindel@aol.com or 901-312-5212.

3rd Grade & up — Boys and Girls Choir — 6:15-7:00 p.m.
Using the “Voice for Life” curriculum established by the Royal School of 
Church Music (RSCM), the Boys and Girls Choir experience is formative 
in many ways - musically, liturgically, and spiritually. It is as much a 
Christian education experience as it is a musical training experience, and 
provides opportunities to achieve concrete goals. Over time, choristers 
often become peer leaders as they progress through the program. The 
choir sings every other week with the Calvary Choir, including major feast 
days like Easter and Christmas. In addition, the choir experience includes 
social events, choir collaboration, and a trip. After rehearsing with Kristin 
Lensch, organist-choirmaster, the choristers have an opportunity to join 
their friends in EpiscoPals until 7:30 p.m. Contact Kristin Lensch for more 
information, 901-312-5212, or klensch@calvarymemphis.org.

Ages 0-5 — EpiscoPals, Jr. — 6:30-7:30 p.m.
EpiscoPals, Jr. meets in the Orgill Room nursery to listen to stories and 
work on craft projects, led by Nursery Coordinator Robbie Phillips.

1st-5th Grades — EpiscoPals — 6:30-7:30 p.m.
EpiscoPals is a fellowship group for 1st-5th graders that meets in Room 
205 to play games, work on arts and crafts, read and act out stories, and 
generally have fun together in a Christ-centered environment. Led by 
Hilary Chipley and Emily Smith.

mailto:jasonkindel@aol.com
mailto:klensch@calvarymemphis.org


Calvary Episcopal Church Guide Book

15

6th-12th Grades — Genesis Maker Lab — 6:30-7:30 p.m.
This class is designed for middle school and high school students. The 
purpose of GML is to mentor youth who would like to understand how 
things work and how to make their own ideas work, learn how to turn 
their ideas into reality, build courage and confidence to create, and 
promote fellowship. Youth will be given the opportunity to deconstruct, 
reconstruct, and reinvent the world around them by starting simple and 
moving where the Spirit takes them. Led by Kayla Bartosch.

Children & Youth Calendar of Events
Fall

Aug 7   Founders’ Day, Formation Open House
Aug 14   First Day of Formation, Student Blessing
Aug 20  Welcome to Middle School Lock-In (6th-8th Grades)
Sep 2-4   Happening #60 (10th-12th grades)
Sep 4  Sundae Sunday
Sep 7   Koinonia Kick-Off
Sep 18  Children and Youth Ministry Parent Meeting
Oct 1  Pet Blessing
Oct 2   Evensong
Oct 26   Halloween Trunk or Treat and Monster Mash!
Nov 20   Advent Wreath Festival
Dec 4  Lessons and Carols
Dec 10  Christmas Pageant Rehearsal & Service Project
Dec 17  Christmas Pageant Rehearsal
Dec 18   Christmas Pageant
Dec 24   Christmas Eve services 3:30 p.m., 5:30 p.m., 10:30 p.m.

Winter/Spring
Jan 4   Koinonia Resumes
Jan 8  Confirmation
Jan 15  Sunday Formation Resumes
Jan 13-15  Diocesan EYC Ski Trip (6th-12th grades)
Feb 17-19  Happening #61 (10th-12th grades)
Feb 26  EYC Fat Tuesday Supper Prep
Feb 28  EYC Fat Tuesday Supper
Mar 1  Ash Wednesday
Apr 14  Good Friday: EYC presents live stations of the cross; 
  out to lunch afterwards
Apr 15  Easter Egg Hunt
Apr 16   Easter
Apr 29  Emmanuel Center Carnival
Apr 30  Youth Banquet
May 7  Calvary Place Sunday and last Sunday of formation
May 10  Last Koinonia
May 14  Youth Sunday
May 17  Low Country Boil and Evensong
May 21  Parish Picnic



Calvary Episcopal Church Guide Book

16

Adult Christian 
Formation

Calvary Episcopal Church is a place where as spiritual seekers we can 
gather in a safe community of faith, questioning, and learning, and where 
we can reflect and share diverse viewpoints.

The Adult Christian Formation Committee (ACF) is a lay-led group that 
seeks to nurture the faith and spiritual growth of the Calvary community 
through inspirational and challenging formation offerings for adults. 
Classes are led by clergy, lay volunteers, and guest speakers from local 
colleges, seminaries, churches, synagogues, and non-profit organizations.

During the summer of 2016, Calvary celebrated “Think Deeply, Be 
Inspired, Play Well.” Adults thought deeply as they listened to parishioners 
introduce their favorite TED talks. TED is an acronym for “Technology, 
Entertainment, and Design,” but these podcasts have become so popular 
that TED talks now incorporate all aspects of our lives, including our 
spiritual journeys. Each parishioner explained why the talk spoke to them 
and led us in a discussion based on the talk. We also offered a lay-led 
Bible study for people interested in extending and deepening their biblical 
literacy. These summer programs provided inspiration for us as we looked 
toward the fall and spring formation classes.

The theme for our 2016-2017 adult formation program is “Giving our 
Souls and Bodies.” This comes from a line in one of our Eucharistic 
Prayers, “We offer ourselves, our souls and bodies.” For Christians, we are 
called to seek wholeness, wellness, and holiness in the totality of our lives 
- heart, soul, strength, and mind. We do this by intentionally seeking God 
in our daily lives and by allowing God and our faith to be our compass 
in all dimensions of that life. When our Christian communities focus on 
wellness and healing and people within those communities speak honestly 
with one another and support one another, we all have a better chance of 
being whom God dreams us to be. We also contribute to the wholeness 
and wellness of the community and world around us.

Gett ing Involved
at Calvary

Take a look at Calvary’s parish life and ministries, and you will recognize 
a lively parish where wonderfully diverse people have found a spiritual 
home and created a loving community. The opportunities for ministry and 
fellowship at Calvary not only allow people to build authentic relationships 
with one another but they also provide a supportive atmosphere for 
strengthening relationships with God.
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Community Ministries
Community Blood Drive
Volunteers organize a community blood drive two times yearly when 
LifeBlood comes to Calvary. Parishioners can donate blood for our city’s 
needs. Contact: Karla Philipp

Community Breakfast
Volunteers serve 200 homeless and poor neighbors who eat and pray with 
us here at Calvary each Sunday morning. We scramble eggs, serve, wash 
dishes, make coffee, and more. We are ambassadors to our neighbors. 
Contact: David Balling or Mary Nease

Community Breakfast Prep
Our volunteers prepare for Sunday’s Community Breakfast by cracking 
eggs, placing bacon in pans, etc. on Saturdays. In this ministry individuals 
as well as entire families participate to ensure breakfast will be ready on 
Sunday mornings. Contact: Greg Smith-Landwehr

Calvary Clothes Closet
Volunteers provide our homeless and poor neighbors with an opportunity 
to select much needed clothes, blankets, and toiletries. Volunteers collect 
clothes from friends and neighbors, publicize the need for clothes, and 
help guests with their selections Sunday mornings from 7:00-8:30 a.m. 
Contact: Debbie Balling

Emmanuel Center
The Emmanuel Center seeks to break the cycle of poverty through 
education and strengthening young minds, bodies, and spirits within a 
context of Christian witness. Volunteers tutor, collect school supplies, or 
mentor. Contact: Christine Todd

Emmanuel Meal
The Emmanuel Meal is a Christmas luncheon at Calvary for 300 of our 
homeless and poor neighbors on the Monday before Christmas. Volunteers 
decorate the dining hall, prepare food, serve, host, hand out gifts, bake 
cornbread in their homes for the dressing, coordinate flu shots, and 
provide music to entertain our guests. As this meal is funded entirely 
by the sale of turkeys, volunteers man a table during November and 
December to fund the event. Contact: Jenny Madden and Jerry Bradfield

Grizzlies Prep
Grizzlies Prep is a Title I charter school providing education to young men 
in grades 6-8. They prepare all students to excel academically while also 
demonstrating integrity through everyday life. Volunteers serve as lunch 
buddies, eating a 30-minute lunch weekly with a student. This mentoring 
relationship has proven to be a valuable asset not only for the student, but 
also for the volunteer. Contact: Christine Todd
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The Hospitality HUB + Work Local Initiative
Volunteer opportunities at The HUB include intake counselor and back-
office support. The intake counselor is supported and trained to interview 
new visitors/clients to collect personal data, discuss current situation, and 
recommend a short term plan to improve the individual’s situation. The time 
commitment for counselors is 3.5 hours, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. on Monday, 
Wednesday, or Friday, once a week. Back-office support assists the HUB staff 
with computer records, financial data, reports, filing, and communication. 
Volunteers also support HUB’s development efforts with communication and 
promotional work. Contact: Will Hayley

 Lives Worth Saving
This ministry works with the Memphis Police Department, the District 
Attorney’s office, and service providers to offer survivors of trafficking and 
prostitution a safe path to new life. Trained volunteers welcome, serve, 
and host participants the second Thursday of the month. Contact: 
Madge Deacon

Memphis Teacher Residency
This ministry provides students in partner low-income Memphis 
neighborhoods with the same, or better, quality of education as is available 
to any student in Memphis by recruiting, training, and supporting effective 
teachers within a Christian context. Volunteers adopt-a-teacher by inviting 
them to lunch or providing them with moral support during their work on 
a Master’s degree in Urban Education. Contact: Christine Todd

MIFA (Metropolitan InterFaith Association)
This ministry supports the independence of vulnerable seniors and families 
in crisis. Volunteers deliver nutritious meals through Meals on Wheels to 
homebound seniors. Contact: Christine Todd

Red Kettle Bell Ringing
Ringing a bell at a local grocery store helps The Salvation Army in 
providing food, toys, and clothing to 6 million people during the Christmas 
season and in helping more than 34 million Americans recovering from 
personal disasters nationwide. Contact: Madge or Whit Deacon

Room in the Inn
RITI is dedicated to serving people experiencing homelessness by 
providing emergency shelter and meals here at Calvary on Sunday nights 
during the coldest months of the year — November through March — 
sharing the love of God through hospitality. Volunteers prepare meals, host 
neighbors, and assist with logistics. Contact: Emily Smith

Soup Sunday
By cooking and selling delicious soup made from scratch, this ministry 
helps fund Calvary’s hunger ministries. Chop vegetables, fill containers, 
and sell nutritious soup monthly. Contact: David Balling
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Thistle and Bee
The Thistle and Bee team is building a business that will provide 
employment for survivors of trafficking and life on the street. There are 
currently two apiaries and three gardens that produce honey, cut flowers, 
herbal teas, and more. There are many ways for volunteers to participate 
— from gardening to beekeeping, to fund-raising, event planning, recipe 
testing, and much more — join us as we grow and expand this new 
ministry! Contact: Madge Deacon

Parish Ministries
Acolytes
Serving as an acolyte is an opportunity to do quiet, meditative work during 
worship services. Acolytes enhance the congregation’s experience of the 
service by carrying crosses, torches, flags, and banners in the procession. 
Acolytes also assist in the preparation of the Eucharist at the altar. The 
majority of Calvary’s acolytes are teenagers, but a number of adults participate 
as acolytes as well. Acolyte training is required and offered throughout the 
year. If you are interested in being an acolyte, contact Catie Thacker.

Altar Guild
The Altar Guild prepares the altar and sanctuary for all Sunday, weekday, 
and special services, including weddings and funerals. Its primary purpose 
is to prepare for the administration of the Sacraments of Holy Eucharist 
and Baptism. The guild is responsible for the vessels, linens, hangings, 
and vestments of the church, and is actively involved in a program of 
preservation of the marble, wood, brass, silver, and needlepoint articles that 
adorn Calvary’s altar. Guild members seek to grow spiritually through their 
service as well as to deepen their experience and knowledge of the church 
and the Sacraments. Members serve at a regularly scheduled service once 
every four weeks and at special services, for which they volunteer. The guild 
sponsors two semi-annual meetings for educational and spiritual renewal. If 
you are interested in serving on the altar guild, contact Gayle Spence.

Calvary Ringers
Bradley Kroeker continues to grow the Calvary Ringers, Calvary’s handbell 
choir. The choir has about 12 members who support 48 bells covering 
four octaves. The choir rehearses weekly during Koinonia (Wednesdays, 
6:30-7:30 p.m.), and plays at the 10:00 a.m. worship service as scheduled. 
Calvary Ringers welcome new participation; the ability to read music is 
not required. For more information, contact the director, Bradley Kroeker.

Calvary Choir
Calvary Choir is a semi-professional group of singers; professional musicians 
provide a strong foundation for the many volunteers who participate. While 
strongly based in music of the Anglican Church, their repertoire spans the 
centuries and global traditions, from plainsong to spirituals. Apart from 
their hard work on Wednesdays and Sundays, they also enjoy spending time 
together outside of rehearsal, eating and making merry. Calvary Choir sings 
each week at the 10 a.m. worship service, and also offers special liturgical 
services and concerts during the year. 
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Come make music alongside a chemist, a project manager, an educator, a doctor, 
a dentist, financial and arts executives, an actor, a caterer, and an accountant. To 
schedule an audition, contact Organist-Choirmaster Kristin Lensch.

Eucharistic Ministers
Eucharistic ministers are licensed members of the parish who assist in 
administering the bread and wine during Holy Eucharist. Serving as a 
Eucharistic minister can lead to heightened awareness of the power of 
prayer and a deeper appreciation of the Eucharist. Training is required and 
Eucharistic ministers serve approximately twice each month. If you are 
interested in serving as a Eucharistic minister, contact Nancy Harvey.

Eucharistic Visitors
Eucharistic visitors are licensed Eucharistic ministers who specialize 
their ministry in bringing the bread and wine of the Eucharist to those 
who cannot leave their homes or hospital rooms. Training is required 
and Eucharistic visitors serve as needed. If you are interested in being a 
Eucharistic visitor, contact the Rev. Eyleen Farmer.

Flower Guild
Flower Guild members arrange flowers on the altar each week and adorn 
the church for major feast days such as Christmas Day and Easter Day to 
magnify the beauty of the celebration. Members work one morning per 
month, usually Friday or Saturday. New participants work with another 
team member until confident enough to work independently. Flower 
workshops for beginners are offered periodically. If you are interested in 
joining the Flower Guild, contact Eric Milner.

Friends of Music at Calvary
A support ministry of the music department, Friends of Music sponsors 
concerts and special services throughout the year. As an outreach to the 
greater Memphis community, all events are open to the public. Ushers and 
reception help is always needed. For more information, to donate online, 
or to volunteer, visit calvarymemphis.org/friends-of-music, or contact 
chair, Desi Franklin or Organist-Choirmaster Kristin Lensch.

Greeters
Every Sunday morning, greeters wearing red name badges help welcome 
people into Calvary’s buildings and provide directions and information 
for newcomers. The greeter is vital to newcomer ministry in that greeters 
often are the first impression many will have of our Church. Greeters 
work in teams and generally serve once a month before and after worship 
services and classes. Greeter workshops are offered throughout the year. If 
you are interested in being a greeter, contact Ebet Peeples.

Lectors
Lectors help lead worship by reading the appointed lessons for the day or 
leading the congregation in the prayers of the people (Intercessor). This 
ministry offers an opportunity to better understand the liturgy and tradition of 
the Church and often leads to greater knowledge of the scriptures. Training is 
required and lectors normally serve once every six weeks. If you are interested 
in being a lector, contact Kendra Martin.
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Ushers
Ushers distribute programs at worship services, offer assistance in seating, and 
collect the offering. Ushers also assist in making people feel welcome when 
they arrive, undistracted as they worship, and appreciated as they leave. Should 
there be an emergency situation or injury, ushers are vital to crowd control and 
evacuation. Training is held periodically throughout the year as the need arises. 
If you are interested in being an usher, contact Laurence Ritter.

Wedding Guild
Calvary’s Wedding Guild is a group of dedicated volunteers who help to make 
sure that weddings held at Calvary run smoothly. The guild members assist 
couples who are planning to be married, act as the church’s representative at 
rehearsals and weddings, and assist the clergy at these functions. At the time 
a wedding is added to the church calendar, each wedding couple is assigned 
a guild member who is available to answer their questions, give guidance, 
and assist with the planning and coordination of the wedding. Wedding 
Guild members commit to attending the wedding rehearsal, where, under the 
guidance of the priest, they go through the ceremony and define the roles of 
the wedding party. On the day of the wedding, it is the guild’s responsibility 
to open and close the church, turn on and off lights, interface with the 
photographer and florist, ring the bell at the conclusion of the ceremony, and 
support the wedding party in any way they can. Contact Madge Deacon if you 
would like to be trained for this ministry.

Affinity Groups
Adults 20s to 35
Young adults without children - a great group for our younger members to 
build relationships in a supportive and fun environment, while exploring 
common interests. Contact Jessica Simmons.

Adults 35 to 50
A diverse group of members with and without children, married, or single 
who come together to enjoy meals, fellowship and experiences. Contact 
Sarah Squire.

Adults 50-65
A group who continues the trend of community and faith, while managing 
to have a good time, too. Contact Desi Franklin.

Art Group
Individuals who meet to have fun as well as create various mixed 
media art projects. Come and join the fun, everyone has talent and this 
encouraging group will help you find it. Contact Liz Browne.

Book Group
This lay-led group is open to all members and friends of Calvary. The 
group meets on the last Tuesday of the month from January through 
October to discern and discuss theological themes in contemporary fiction 
and non-fiction. Contact Molly Polatty.
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Contemplative Prayer
Special blend of prayer, yoga and meditation. A truly spiritual experience. 
Contact Susan Waits.

Dinner Groups
Everything from traditional dinner groups in people’s homes, to “foodie” 
groups, groups that try new restaurants, and a new dinner and theatre 
group is in the works! Contact Eric Milner.

Garden Group
Do you love to get your hands in the dirt? If so, whether your thumb is 
green or brown, we have a place for you! Herbs, flowers, tomatoes, and 
more--we are growing it all. To learn more, contact Liz Browne.

Grief Group
Informal setting for those who have experienced loss and going through 
the grief process. This is a safe and loving environment to speak openly 
and be supported. Contact Liz Browne.

Knitting for Beginners
Ever want to learn to knit? Here’s your chance. Betty is patient, and has 
a great sense of humor, and participants are having a great time learning. 
Contact Betty Anderson.

Parents of Toddlers Ages 1-3
This group meets once a month, and all moms or dads with children this 
age are encouraged to attend this playgroup. It’s never too early to start 
building friendships. Contact Melissa Gwin.

Parents of Children Ages 4-7
Parents come and get to know each other while children enjoy playing 
with their friends. Contact Nina Sublette.

Pathfinders Group
E xplore the different paths life offers us in a supportive environment of 
friends. Learn to take leaps of faith in a thoughtful way. Contact June Varnell.

Senior Strength Conditioning
Learn how to get stronger and physically fit while improving your strength 
and stamina. Contact Lisa Buckner.

Walking and Running Group (All Levels)
Whether you want to leisurely stroll, or train for a half-marathon, there are 
people who want to train with you. Come join the fun! Contact Liz Browne.


