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 St. Edward Catholic Church
801 Sherman Street, Little Rock, Arkansas 72202

501-374-5767 

Parish Information
Church Address 801 Sherman St., Little Rock, AR 72202
Church Office 501-374-5767
Church Fax 501-374-5839
Church Email office@saintedwards.net
Church Website www.saintedwards.net

Mass Schedule
Saturday 4:00 PM
Sunday 9:00 AM
 11:00 AM – Spanish
 1:00 PM – Spanish
Monday No Mass
Tuesday 6:00 PM
Wednesday 7:00 AM – Spanish
Thursday 8:00 AM
Friday 8:00 AM

Confession Schedule
Tuesday 5:00 - 5:45 PM
Saturday 3:00 - 3:45 PM

Adoration Schedule
Monday-Friday  6:00 AM - 10:00 PM
Contact Yolanda Gonzalez 501-687-4427
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Parish Staff
Church Office: 501-374-5767

office@saintedwards.net

Pastor
Rev. Juan Manjarrez  .............................................................. 374-5767 
 ...................................................................... pastor@saintedwards.net

Associate Pastor
Rev. Keith Higginbotham  ....................................................... 374-5767 
 ......................................................................frkeith@saintedwards.net

Deacons
Dan Hennessey ..................................................DcDrDan@comcast.net
Danny Hartnedy ................................................ dhartnedy@gmail.com
Efrain Vargas .............................................efrain.vargas@sbcglobal.net

Parish Manager
Scott Sparks ............................................................................ 374-5767 
 ...................................................................... sparks@saintedwards.net

Parish Secretary
Teresa Mendez ........................................................................ 374-5767 
 ....................................................................... office@saintedwards.net

Director Religious Education
Lilia Hernandez ...................................................................... 374-5767 
 ............................................................... hernandez@saintedwards.net

Director of Music
Phillip Quick ........................................................................... 223-3122
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Directory of Ministries
and Organizations

Liturgy
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
Eucharistic Ministers participate at weekend Masses, assisting the priest 
and deacon with Holy Communion. Some take Holy Communion to the 
homebound and the sick in the hospitals and nursing homes. Special 
training is given and you must be at least 18 years old, a Catholic in good 
standing, and approved by the pastor.

ALTAR SERVERS
Boys and girls having already received First Communion assist at Masses. 
They must attend training sessions.

LECTORS
Lectors must be a Catholic in good standing and receive an orientation/
training session where duties and responsibilities are explained. You may 
choose which Mass you would like to serve.

USHERS
Ushers’ duties include arriving prior to Mass to greet and seating parishioners, 
passing collection baskets, distributing bulletins, and counting Mass attendance.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is available Monday through Friday 
from 6:00 AM to 10:00 PM in the adoration chapel. The entrance is on the 
side of the church office at 801 Sherman. 

Music Ministry
ENGLISH CHOIR
The Choir sings regularly for the 9:00 AM Sunday Mass and other 
principal liturgies of the church. Adults who love to sing are encouraged to 
join. Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings at 6:00 PM Contact Phillip Quick 
for more information.

SPANISH CHOIR - 11:00
The Choir sings regularly for the 11:00 AM Sunday Mass and other 
principal liturgies of the church. Adults who love to sing are encouraged 
to join. Rehearsals are Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM Contact Manuela 
Negrete 501-771-9104 for more information.

SPANISH CHOIR - 1:00
The Choir sings regularly for the 1:00 PM Sunday Mass. Adults who love 
to sing are encouraged to join. Contact Ernesto Puente 501-416-1870 for 
more information.
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CHILDREN’S CHOIR – SPANISH
This choir sings regularly at the 11:00 AM Sunday Mass. Children who 
love to sing are encouraged to join. Contact Manuela Negrete 
501-771-9104 for more information.

Catechetical Ministry
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
RCIA is a process of welcoming adults and older children into full communion 
with the Catholic Church. RCIA focuses on continuing conversion and 
catechesis, culminating in reception of the sacraments of initiation.

P.R.E. (Parish Religious Education)
The Religious Education Program is for children who do not attend a 
Catholic school from Pre-K through High School. Classes meet September - 
May once a week. Teachers and helpers are needed.

Youth & Young Adult Ministry
BOY SCOUTS & CUB SCOUTS
Our parish has an active Cub Scout and Boy Scout program. Contact the 
Church Office for more information.

Encuentro Pastoral Juvenil (EPJ)
EPJ is an international private association of the Christian faithful officially 
recognized by Rome for the evangelization of youth. It makes possible for 
Hispanic young adults (ages 18-25) the living-out and mutual sharing of what 
is fundamental to being a Christian. It helps Christian youth to fully realize 
their vocation, their leadership and their personality, and it creates a nucleus of 
youngsters who will engage in leavening their environments with the Gospel. 
For more information, call Norma Espinoza at (501) 664-0340, ext. 337.

Profetas de Esparanza
This group of Hispanic young adults (18-35) meets on Saturday evenings.

Parish Life
MEN’S CLUB
The Men’s Club promotes fellowship and provides gifts and services to the 
parish. All men of the parish are invited to join. The Men’s club sponsors 
many parish events and functions including Lenten Fish Fries and the 
annual Oktoberfest Dinner. Meetings are held the second Tuesday of each 
month and begin at 6:45 PM in the cafeteria.

CHRISTIAN MOTHERS’ SODALITY
The Christian Mothers’ Sodality is a group of Christian women who pray 
for families. Any woman that would like to join this group is welcome.

MARTHA’S MEALS
This group provides a meal to a family following a funeral. The meal is 
served in the cafeteria. Members bring food and serve it and clean up after 
the meal. For more information please contact Carole Canino, 375-4321.
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PRESIDENTIAL
707 Interstate 30
Little Rock, AR 72202
P: 501-712-4230

BOOK YOUR NEXT 
EVENT WITH US

Rested• Set• Go•
®

WE COMPETE

Location 1 
1007 Main Street | Little Rock, AR 72202

Location 2
860 East Broadway | N. Little Rock, AR 72114

CELL: 501.952.4407 | 501.374.0410 | 501.374.2405
Vicky -Owner

WEDNESDAY

IS WINE DAY

15% OFF

Rested• Set• Go•

WEWEDNDND SESESDADADAYYYY

WINEE DADAYY
IS WINE DAY

FF

warehouse liquor market
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A Brief History of
St. Edward Catholic Church

The prospects of work and cheap land brought an influx of German 
immigrants to Little Rock in the 1800s. Flocking to the Cathedral of Saint 
Andrew as their house of worship, their numbers grew, and so did the need 
for another church. In 1883 the Most Reverend Edward Fitzgerald, Bishop 
of Little Rock, heard their pleas and sanctioned a new parish. Construction 
began on a two-story frame building to be used as a church, school and 
rectory. The church was dedicated August 26, 1885, under the title of Saint 
Edward, King and Confessor, in honor of Bishop Fitzgerald. Fr. Felix Rumpf, 
OSB of St. Meinrad Abbey in Indiana became its first pastor.

During the succeeding years the parish grew, and in six years the church had 
become too small, making new construction necessary. On November 10, 
1901, Father Fintan Kraemer, OSB laid the cornerstone for the present church 
and on July 4, 1905 the new church was dedicated. The main altar, crafted 
in Germany, was of hand-carved oak and onyx-inlay. The statues on the main 
altar—Saint Edward, Saint Catherine and Saint Henry—were of hand-carved 
wood and painted. The statues marking the 14 stations on the Way of the 
Cross also were of German craftsmanship. Charles L. Thompson was the 
architect for the Gothic-design church. The pointed arches, the soaring lines 
and the slender columns have a close kinship with many European cathedrals.

Saint Edward School opened in 1885 with 64 pupils. After a series of lay 
teachers, the Olivetan Benedictine Sisters of Jonesboro took over the school 
in 1892. In 1894 the pastor once again hired a layman to teach students 
in the school. In 1895 Benedictine Sisters from St. Scholastica Convent in 
Shoal Creek (later, St. Scholastica Monastery in Fort Smith) came to teach 
the younger children. When the lay principal resigned due to health reasons 
in 1896, the sisters took over all teaching and administrative responsibilities 
for the school. The “Fort Smith Benedictines” retained a presence at St. 
Edward School until May of 1993, when a lay principal and a lay teacher 
replaced the last two sisters. Classes were conducted in three different 
buildings before the current building was dedicated in 1955. A new wing 
and gymnasium were added in 1963. Bolstered by busing of students from 
Little Rock Air Force Base, enrollment hit an all-time high of 363 in 1964.

Earlier in 1964, fire destroyed the imported 30-foot high altar, the altar 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help and much of the raised wooden floor 
between the two, in addition to creating extensive heat and smoke 
damage. Fortunately the restorers were able to find the plans for the 
original altar in Italy where the artisan had moved his studio. His son built 
a near-replica with these changes: there were no onyx pillars, a painted 
woodcarving replaced the plaster cast of The Last Supper and the table 
of the altar was moved forward for Mass facing the people. The wooden 
floor was replaced with concrete, overlaid with terrazzo. The stained glass 
windows of St. Scholastica, St. Benedict and St. John the Evangelist had 
all been destroyed and were recreated in Trier, Germany.
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Comfort Inn and Suites
Little Rock Airport 

4301 East Roosevelt
Little Rock, AR 72206

A complimentary breakfast beginning each morning at 4AM.
Enjoy our fresh baked cookies and milk each evening at 8 PM. 

Our friendly staff will always welcome you and make
you feel right at home.

• Free guest parking during stay
• 24-hour fitness facilities
• 24-hour front desk
• Grocery/convenience store
• 24-hour business center
• Long-term parking (surcharge)
• Safe-deposit box at front desk
• Custom omelets
• Pet-friendly
• Free Wi-Fi
• Complimentary newspapers in lobby
• Complimentary airport shuttle
• Restaurant/Bar/Lounge on-site

501-376-2466 
www.choicehotels.com

/arkansas/little-rock/comfort-inn-hotels/ar099
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All the other stained glass windows, severely damaged by heat and smoke, 
had to be completely restored. In April of 1965 parishioners returned 
to their beloved and newly restored church. In 2001-2002 another 
restoration brought improved wiring and lighting, cleaning, replastering, 
painting and restoration of the stencil work throughout the church, as well 
as replacement of the carpet in the sanctuary with Italian ceramic tile.

With the restoration of the church completed, the parishioners turned their 
attention to the school. On May 2, 2006, Bishop J. Peter Sartain broke 
ground for a new addition to the school that included new classrooms, a 
science lab, a computer lab and an expanded library. Work on the addition 
was completed in October of 2007.

A constant theme in the life of St. Edward Parish has been service to 
immigrants and other minority groups. A little known fact in the history of 
Catholicism in Little Rock is that Fr. Fintan Kraemer, pastor of 
St. Edward, began the first ministry to African-Americans in Little Rock, 
built the first chapel for St. Bartholomew Parish on Gaines Street and said 
the first Mass there in January of 1909. In 1910 Bishop John B. Morris 
asked priests from the Society of the Divine Word to take responsibility for 
the new parish. After many of the German immigrant families at 
St. Edward followed their fortunes elsewhere, or were required to move 
when I-630 was built through their neighborhood, other families of diverse 
ethnic backgrounds replaced them. Two groups deserve special mention. 
In May of 1992 Bishop Andrew J. McDonald assigned Fr. Scott Friend to 
serve as Diocesan Director of Hispanic Ministry, in residence at St. Edward. 
The church and its facilities became the focal point for Spanish-speaking 
Catholics in Little Rock, a role for the parish that has continued and grown 
to this day. In July of 1992 Bishop McDonald appointed a Polish priest to 
St. Edward to minister to the many immigrants from Poland who came 
to Little Rock after the collapse of the Soviet Union. The need was short-
lived; the last Polish Mass was celebrated at St. Edward in June of 1994. 
The shrines in the church to Our Lady of Guadalupe and to Our Lady of 
Czestochowa bear silent testimony to the importance of these two groups 
in the history and present life of the parish.

Benedictine priests, first from St. Mein rad Abbey in Indiana, then from 
Subiaco Abbey in western Arkansas, were the spiritual leaders of St. Edward 
Parish from its founding in 1884 until June of 1992. At that time Abbot 
Jerome Kodell announced that the shortage of priests at the abbey would 
not allow him to continue staffing the church. Since 1992 priests of the 
Diocese of Little Rock have been pastors and associate pastors at St. Edward.

Today Saint Edward Parish is surrounded by progress and expansion 
in downtown Little Rock—the River Market District, the William 
Jefferson Clinton Presidential Library, the headquarters of Heifer 
Project International, renovated buildings and new buildings are visible 
everywhere. By faithfully proclaiming the Gospel, educating children and 
helping the needy in ever new and changing circumstances, the pastors 
and parishioners of St. Edward Church have proved that they are a vital 
and vibrant part of the community.
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 P           roporcionando una 
      vida de calidad, 
  accessible y razonable 
a personas de la tercera 
     edad desde 1979. 

5011-1-2244-4-72000  
Personal Amigable ~Transportation ~ 

Seguridad ~ Ambience Natural ~ Mascotas 
son bienvenidas ~ Con Comedor. 

2701 Aldersgate Road, Little Rock, AR  72205 
www.goodshepherdcommunity.com 

La Vida Independiente para las Personas Mayors. 

PP 
5011 22222244 772200

P roviding quality affordable living for seniors since 1979.9. 
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Smith’sCountryClub Drug Store
5114 Kavanaugh

Little Rock, AR 72207
Phone: 501-663-4118

Fax: 501-663-4110
Pager: 501-399-5626

Pat Ingels, P.D.

Randy Hindman, Owner
Cell 501-951-2294

8618 Jansen Drive • North Little Rock, AR 72120
Office 501-376-1122 • Fax 501-833-8020

Parish Benefactors
SMITH – North Little Rock

Funeral Home
1921 Main St.
501-758-1170

www.smithfamilycares.com


