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Welcoming Committee
A Catholic parish is a very important part of our Catholic Church. This is 
where we continue the mission of Jesus Christ. This is where we publicly 
express our faith, joining together with others to give proof of our 
communion with God and with one another.

The Basilica of St. John family is truly an expression of the communal 
character of Catholic Christian life with over 500 families registered. The 
beauty of our family is in the diversity of races and the unity with which 
we love one another.

We are a vital and growing church in the heart of Des Moines. If you decide to 
join, we can use your help in one of our many organizations and ministries.

If you are not yet a member and would like to register as a member at the 
Basilica of St. John, contact our office, either at 515-244-3101 ext. 0 or 
by e-mail to basilicadm@msn.com, and ask for a new member application 
form to be mailed to you. You may return it by mail, drop it off at the 
office during business hours (8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday) or put it in the collection basket addressed to the Parish Office.

If you have questions or need additional assistance, please contact the 
parish office at 515-244-3101 ext. 0.

Within a few weeks after we receive your completed application form, 
you will be contacted by a member of our welcoming committee. Please 
spend some time with this person so that you and your family have a good 
understanding of the opportunities that are open to you as a member of 
our parish family. 

Committees
The Basilica of St. John has several areas that would welcome your talents 
and time. If you are interested in being a part of any of these committees, 
or if you would like additional information about the Basilica, please 
contact Jenifer Parsons at 515-244-3101 ext. 204.
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Basilica Staff
The Basilica office is located in the Daniel Mulvihill Hall. Office hours are 
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday

The Reverend Aquinas M. Nichols, Pastor, Ext. 203
Rev. Mr. Frank Lopez, Deacon, 515-371-2575
Rev. Mr. Luke Tieskoetter, Deacon, 515-249-1327
Rev. Mr. Joel Schmidt, Deacon, 515-661-2602
Barb Kean, Basilica Secretary, Ext. 202
Charles Stastny, Parish Mgr., Ext. 205
Margaret Voss, Receptionist, Ext. 200
Jenifer Parsons, Director of Adult Faith Formation & RCIA, Ext. 204

Mr. Rob Ferguson, Maintenance Engineer, 244-3101 Ext. 0

Principal, Holy Family School, 515-262-8025
Director of Religious Education, Maria Walters, 515-953-9188
Music Director, Gail Johll, 641-919-5431
Youth Ministry, Deacon Frank Lopez 515- 371-2575
Hispanic Ministry, Deacon Frank Lopez 515-371-2575

Basilica Address: .....................................................1915 University Avenue
  .............................................................. Des Moines, Iowa 50314-1321

Basilica Phone # ....................................................................515-244-3101
Basilica Fax # .........................................................................515-244-3165
Basilica E-mail  ........................................................... basilicadm@msn.com

Basilica Website  ............................................................basilicaofstjohn.org
You Tube Site  ...............................................www.YouTube/BasilicaSt.John
Live Streaming of 10:30 a.m. Mass  ..........................Website Home page or
  .................................................... http://basilica.churchcastonline.com

Liturgical Schedule
Call 244-3101, Ext. 1 for Mass Schedules not listed below

Sunday Masses
Saturday Mass .............................................................. 4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass
 6:00 p.m. Hispanic Vigil Mass
Sunday Mass ................................................................................. 8:30 a.m.
 10:30 a.m. - Festive Sung Mass (Live Streamed)

Weekday Masses
Monday - Friday ......................................................................... 12:00 noon
Saturday ....................................................................................... 9:00 a.m.

Christmas, January 1st and Easter - Special Mass Schedules

Holy Days of Obligation - 12:00 noon and 7:00 p.m. (Solemn Mass)

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance)
Saturdays .............................................2:45 - 3:45 p.m., or by appointment
Communal Penance scheduled during Advent and Lent
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Baptism
Contact the office for pre-baptismal instructions

Marriage
Newly registered parishioners, contact the office at least 6 months prior 
to date of marriage. Current parishioners, contact the office at least six 
months prior to date of marriage.

Rosary and Chaplet of Divine Mercy
The Rosary is prayed each Sunday (except the 4th Sunday) at 10:00 a.m. 

The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is prayed Saturdays at 8:30 a.m. and on the 
4th Sunday of each month at 10:00 a.m. (instead of the Rosary)

TV Ministry
Live Streamed Mass can be viewed from website (basilicaofstjohn.org) at 
10:30 a.m. Sundays (live) or from the Archives after 3:00 p.m. Sunday for 
one week. 

The History of the Basilica of St. John
On June 7, 1905, under the direction of Rev. Daniel F. Mulvihill, 14 lots 
were purchased on University Avenue between 19th Street and Harding 
Road (now known as Martin Luther King, Jr. Parkway) at a cost of 
$8,000. Two additional lots were purchased on July 20, 1905, for $1,375. 
St. Johns’ Catholic Church and Parish were dedicated to the “Beloved 
Disciple”, St. John the Apostle and Evangelist.

The parish founders were deeply interested in Catholic education and so 
the first building on the property was the present brick school where a large 
chapel on the second floor was used as a temporary church. The first Mass 
was celebrated in the partially completed school on Christmas Day, 1905. 
In August, 1913, the basement of our present church was built and services 
were held there until the upper church was started. The cornerstone for the 
upper part of the church was laid on September 19, 1926.

On Sunday, December 4, 1927, the Rt. Rev. Thomas W. Drumm, D.D., 
Bishop of Des Moines, solemnly dedicated St. John’s Catholic Church. A 
Solemn Pontifical High Mass was celebrated upon the newly dedicated 
altar. The present altar of celebration was made in Italy and was 
consecrated on June 5, 1983.

St. John’s Catholic Church was named to the National Registry of Historic 
Places on September 8, 1987. On December 31, 1989, Bishop William 
H. Bullock presided at the solemn dedication of the church as a minor 
basilica and the name was later changed to the Basilica of St. John. This 
designation is given by the Holy Father to certain churches because of their 
historical importance, antiquity, dignity and significance as a center of 
worship and devotion.
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Donna & Walt HendersonDonna & Walt Henderson
b: (515) 309-6550b: (515) 309-6550
f:  (515) 288-6552f:  (515) 288-6552
e: family@hendersonshp.come: family@hendersonshp.com

Pre arrangements 
encouraged, 

Insurance 
assignments 
welcomed.

Family owned and 
operated.

3500 Sixth Avenue
Des Moines, IA 50313
www.HendersonsHP.com
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A church is a sacrament in stone. It presents a sign of God’s presence in the 
world. As you enter the church you ascend from the normal, the mundane, 
and rise to encounter the living God. The very facade of this building is 
an invitation to come and encounter the Lord. Like all churches this one 
reaches out to each person and invites them to come into the love of God.

The church is patterned in the style of the Northern Italian, or Lombardy 
Romanesque, and resembles the Basilica of St. Paul’s Outside the Walls, 
in Rome. 

The Basilica of St. John is built of Indiana Limestone and is highlighted by 
46 stained glass windows from Germany, France and England. The interior 
of the church is finished in plaster cast, travertine marble, and gold leaf. 
The cost of the structure was $480,000 and could not be duplicated today 
for seven million dollars. It seats over 900 people and features a Casavant 
organ valued at over one million dollars. The campanile at the northwest 
corner of the church rises to a height of 115 feet and houses a 600 pound 
bronze bell operated with hammer style percussion. A special engraving 
“St. Peter - 1961” adorns the base of the bell.

A full service parish hall is located in the basement of the church. 

Our parish family invites you to encounter the Living God by experiencing 
the grandeur and reverence of our traditional Catholic liturgies.  

If you have questions or would like more information regarding any of our 
ministries here at the Basilica of St. John please contact Jenifer Parsons at 
244-3101, ext. 204.

Pastoral Council 
The Basilica of St. John Pastoral Council is a consultative body to the 
Pastor. The council serves as a voice of the parish assisting the Pastor in 
planning events and activities to enhance parish life, communicates the 
policies and vision of the Pastor; and is utilized by the members of the 
parish as a vehicle to bring ideas from the members of the parish to the 
Pastor as well as encouraging members to express any concerns directly to 
the pastoral staff.

Council members are elected at-large to three-year terms. The Pastoral 
Council is made up of the various leadership areas of the church. Each 
spring nominations are submitted for open positions. Meetings are held 
monthly on the third Sunday of the month beginning at noon.

The chairperson of the Pastoral Council is selected by the Pastor from 
those council members who have served one year or longer.

If you have any suggestions or comments for the Pastoral Council to 
consider, you are encouraged to visit with your Pastor, Pastoral Council 
member or by writing a note and turning it in at the Parish Office.
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4770 Merle Hay Road • Des Moines, IA 50322
phone: 515-253-0719 or 800-652-0048
www.hummelsnissan.com

5050322322
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Finance Council
The Finance Council is a consultative body to the Pastor on financial 
concerns. Members are appointed by the Pastor for a three year term. 
Meetings are held monthly. 

The Investment Committee is a sub-committee of the Finance Council 
and is responsible for reviewing and advising the Council in the safe, 
productive investing of the Foundation and Basilica assets.

Prayer Chain
One very important ministry is the Basilica Prayer Chain. Members of the 
prayer chain receive prayer request for a specific cause and include these 
requests in their daily prayers. You may also receive e-mail notifications if 
you choose to do so.

Altar and Rosary Society
The responsibility of the Basilica of St. John Altar and Rosary Society is 
to assist in any mission of service required within the community and to 
assist the pastor in the needs of a growing and vibrant parish.

Meetings are held in the church hall from September through June on 
the second Saturday of each month, following the 9:00 a.m. Mass. The 
meeting opens with the recitation of the Rosary and normally adjourns by 
11:00 a.m.

Members are assigned to one of five Bands. Each Band is responsible 
for hosting their month’s coffee social at Rosary meetings and also for 
serving coffee and donuts after the Sunday Masses on the second Sunday 
of each month. 

Bands may also be asked to serve in the event of any special reception or 
for a funeral dinner. This Corporal Work of Mercy, the preparation of food 
during these special times of joy and of sorrow can be traced directly back 
to the time of Christ. 

All Bands are encouraged to support the Society’s two main fundraising 
events, the December Bake/Craft sale and the May Salad Buffet and 
Card Party.

Spiritual benefits are a part of Altar and Rosary Society membership with a 
Mass being offered each month for all members, living and deceased, and 
a memorial Mass at the time of a member’s death.
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Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
The process of RCIA is for adults wishing to become Catholic, those 
baptized in another Christian denomination; those baptized Catholics 
who have not received all the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Holy 
Eucharist, and Confirmation); and those adults wishing to learn more 
about the Catholic faith.

This is truly a journey of inquiry into the Catholic faith. The class begins in 
the fall of each year and continues until Easter at which time the desired 
sacraments will be received. During this time, participants explore some 
basic truths about God and the Roman Catholic Church and its teachings. 
Participants are required to attend Mass each Sunday in addition to 
attending the weekly class. Participants may also be asked to attend 
optional events such as the Stations of the Cross during Lent; the Holy 
Thursday Mass and the Liturgical Service on Good Friday.

Receiving Sacraments at the Basilica of St. John
During the course of our Religious Education program much emphasis is 
placed upon preparing for the Sacraments of Reconciliation (Confession), 
Holy Eucharist (Communion) and Confirmation. Eligibility to receive the 
Sacraments includes completion of a minimum TWO YEAR PROGRAM 
at St. John’s or, if you are new to the Basilica, your child must have been 
enrolled in a religious education program in your former parish in the 
year prior to your enrolling in the Basilica of St. John’s religious education 
program. We must have a letter from the previous parish verifying your 
child’s attendance in class. 

Baptism
Parents wishing to have their children baptized at the Basilica must be 
members of the Basilica and complete a Baptism class. Contact the parish 
office for more information.

First Holy Communion
First Holy Communion is celebrated the first Sunday of May each year. Children 
who meet the requirements of having received the sacrament of Baptism and 
are adequately prepared in all areas, including receiving the Sacrament of 
reconciliation are eligible to receive this sacrament in second grade.

The first year of sacramental preparation focuses on learning about the 
Catholic faith and developing a deep and loving relationship with God. 
The second year of their religious education builds on the teaching 
of the first year and prepares them to receive the sacraments of First 
Reconciliation and First Communion. 
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Confi rmation
Preparation for the sacrament of Confirmation is provided through eight 
classes over a two-year period. Students are expected to attend both 
the weekly religious education classes and the two-year Confirmation 
Preparation classes prior to being confirmed. Preparation for this 
sacrament cannot begin earlier than ninth grade and students cannot be 
confirmed prior to tenth grade.

Our Confirmation preparation program takes place on eight Sundays over 
a two-year period. Students attend the 10:30 a.m. Mass as a group, have 
lunch and then attend a 2-3 hour class.

Students are eligible to receive the sacrament of Confirmation in tenth 
grade or above. Students may begin preparation for this sacrament 
no sooner than ninth grade. In order to receive the sacrament of 
Confirmation, students must complete the two-year sacramental program 
and attend regular religious education classes. Eligible students must be 
baptized prior to receiving the sacrament of Confirmation. Students are 
required to choose a sponsor for Confirmation. The Confirmation sponsor 
must have completed the 16th year of age and be a practicing Catholic.

Marriage Preparation
Engaged Couples wishing to be married at the Basilica must be members 
of the Basilica, attend Mass weekly and complete marriage preparation 
classes. If at least one of the couple is not a member, but their parents are 
current, active members, the couple may be able to get married at the 
Basilica. If the couple is newly registered, a waiting period of 6 months 
is required before a wedding date is scheduled. Please contact the parish 
office for more information.

Adult Faith Formation
To do our part in sharing in the mission of Jesus Christ, adult Catholics must 
be mature in faith and well equipped to share the Gospel, promoting it in 
every family circle, in every church gathering, and in every public forum. We 
must be women and men of prayer whose faith is alive and vital, grounded 
in a deep commitment to the person and message of Christ.

We are entering a period of new vitality for the Church, a period in which 
adult Catholic laity will play a pivotal leadership role in fulfilling the 
Christian mission of evangelizing and transforming society. For us to fulfill 
our roles we must be strong and knowledgeable of Catholic doctrine and 
willing to live our faith on a daily basis in this ever changing society.
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Our goals are:
•  To invite and enable ongoing conversion to Christ in holiness of life - 

help to develop an attitude of conversion.
• To promote and support active membership in the parish family - that 

our response to God’s call to community cannot remain abstract and 
un-incarnated, but reveals itself concretely by a visible entry into a 
community of believers.

• To call and prepare adults to act as disciples in this mission to the 
world - to study and to understand, then share the message of Christ 
to renew and to transform the social and temporal order.

Eucharistic Adoration
Eucharistic Adoration is an important apostolate of prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament exposed in the Monstrance on the altar. The Adoration 
Chapel can be reached through the northeast side door. The Chapel 
entrance is located by going into the church, turn right, (watch for one 
step up) turn right through the double doors.

Adoration hours are Monday and Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
and Friday from 9:00 a.m. until 2:30 p.m.

Religious Education Program
The Religious Education Program at the Basilica of St. John is open to 
all students whose families are registered members of the Basilica. Our 
program is offered to students in grades kindergarten through grade 12. We 
meet Wednesday evenings September through April from 6:15 to 7:30 p.m.

The primary goal of our religious education program is to work together 
with parents so that all children develop a loving relationship with 
God and grow in his or her understanding, love and practice of faith to 
promote true Christian living. 

While goals are important, they become meaningless without our working 
together. Parents’ involvement at home, teaching and living the faith, 
supports and reinforces what we are teaching in class. The Catechism of 
the Catholic Church states that “the role of parents in education is of such 
importance that it is almost impossible to provide an adequate substitute”, 
and further … “the right and duty of parents to educate their children are 
primordial and inalienable.”

The celebration of the Eucharist is the center of the Church’s life. We work with 
all students to help them learn about the Mass and grow in their understanding 
of the symbolism and significance of the actions and words that are used both 
by the priest and by the parish community. Classroom learning is no substitute 
for attendance at Mass each Sunday. Please support our efforts by making 
sure that your children accompany you to Mass every week. This example of 
Christian commitment can build values in our children that last a lifetime. Also, 
punctuality and good attendance provides the continuity that teachers need to 
ensure your child receives the best instruction possible.
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Kindergarten - Grade Th ree
We offer the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program for students in 
grades kindergarten through grade three. This is a scripture and liturgy 
based program using Montessori principles. 

Grades Four through Eight
Students in grades four through eight further their learning of the Catholic 
faith and deepen their relationship with God through prayer and the text 
Finding God published by Loyola Press. Although this text is the primary 
source, students are offered many additional resources to further their 
learning in all areas of our faith including the Mass, the sacraments, the 
Ten Commandments, the liturgical year and the Bible. Each year builds on 
the teaching of the previous year.

R.E. for High School
Our high school classes, grades 9-12, are held each Wednesday evening 
from 6:15 to 7:30 p.m. in the church hall. The majority of these students 
are also preparing for the sacrament of Confirmation. Preparation for 
this sacrament does not take place during this regular weekly religious 
education class but through eight separate sessions over a two-year period.

Music at the Basilica of St. John
The Basilica has a long tradition of sacred classical music. The primary 
focus of our music ministry is to provide beautiful music for the honor 
and glory of God at the Holy Mass. Music for the Mass ranges from Mass 
settings in Latin to traditional hymnody, interspersed is appropriate 
contemporary music.

The Basilica Choir assists with the music at the 10:30 a.m. Mass each Sunday, 
September through May. The four-part choir adds to the contemplative and 
celebratory prayer in the Mass. An organist and cantor provide the music for 
other Masses, including most funerals, memorial Masses and weddings.

A hand bell choir accents the music at special times of the year, 
particularly Christmas and Easter. Other instruments such as brass, strings, 
flutes and timpani also complement the liturgies for festive occasions.

The Basilica also hosts the Catholic Youth Choir of Central Iowa. This 
choir is primarily comprised of home-educated students, singing sacred 
music with proper vocal technique. They assist with music on First Fridays, 
various Holy Days and selected Sunday liturgies.

The Basilica’s Casavant pipe organ is recognized as one of the finest in the 
state of Iowa. It was installed in 1963 and contains 1,998 pipes, which are 
divided between three divisions—Swell, Great, and Pedal.

Musicians are drawn primarily from our parish family. We warmly welcome 
more singers and instrumentalists for this fitting and honorable cause.
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Th e Basilica Youth Group
Any young person who is in the 8th through 12th grade is eligible to 
participate in the parish youth group which meets at 7:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday evenings. Our Mission is as follows:

The Basilica of St. John Youth Group is an officially recognized 
organization of the parish that is responsible to the youth, parents and 
pastor of the parish, as well as to the Diocesan Youth Program, so that 
every participant develops a personal and communal relationship with 
Jesus Christ and with one another.

Fundamentally, this program will be grounded in all forms of prayer, 
catechesis through the Catechism of the Catholic Church, and activities 
that build and define our larger role in Christ’s community.

Our goal is to have weekly activities from September through May; 
with activities every other week during the summer months of June, 
July and August. 

Coff ee and Donuts
Please join the parish after each Sunday Mass for coffee, orange juice and 
donuts. The proceeds for this project help to cover cost of the coffee and donuts 
and also to aid those people who come to the Basilica for financial help.

Lectors and Extraordinary Ministers
of the Eucharist

Lectors and Extraordinary ministers are individuals who serve regularly at 
the Masses celebrated at the Basilica of St. John. They live the teachings of 
the Holy Catholic Church and are in good standing with the Church. Lectors 
and Extraordinary ministers are needed for Saturday Mass at 4:00 p.m. and 
Sunday Masses at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Extraordinary ministers are role models and leaders in the church. They 
are the living, breathing picture of the Church, which people see either 
at Mass or through the distribution of the Holy Eucharist to the sick and 
homebound. They must know and understand the importance of handling 
the Holy Eucharist with care and reverence as defined by the teachings of 
the Holy Catholic Church.

An effective Lector is one who studies the readings in advance and who is 
able to understand and to project the readings to the people at Mass.
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Altar Servers
The Basilica of St. John Altar Servers provides a service to the Lord, 
the Priests, and the parish at all major liturgical functions. Altar servers 
include the Cross Bearer, the Acolytes, the Thurifer, the Incense Boat, the 
Bell and the Torches.

Qualifications for service at the Lord’s Altar are a member in good 
standing of the Basilica of St. John, reliable, responsible, and attendance 
at Mass on a regular basis. You must be at least in the third grade to be 
eligible to serve. Adults are welcome to be altar servers as well.

The serving schedule is completed four times each year. Practice is 
required for anyone serving at the liturgies of Christmas and Holy Week. 
Furthermore, each altar server is required to come to practice once every 
six months to update their skills.

Ushers
Ushers play an important part at each Mass because they are often the first 
person to meet and greet visitors to the Basilica.

It is the responsibility of the ushers to assist with seating those attending 
Mass and provide extra seating, if necessary. Ushers are responsible for 
passing the collection baskets during the offertory collection and distribute 
the bulletins when Mass is over as people exit the church. Ushers should 
also know where the wheel chairs, walkers and other equipment are kept 
and to direct people to restrooms and answer other questions as needed.

Ushers assign gift bearers for the Eucharistic celebration as well as 
directing the congregation in a planned, orderly procession down the 
center aisle for the reception of Holy Communion. Ushers monitor all exits 
to ensure that the Host is consumed immediately upon its reception and 
not carried from the church, or desecrated in any way. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Members of the St. Vincent de Paul Society assist individuals and families 
of the parish who require emergency assistance, food, clothing, fuel, rent 
and assistance with utility payments. A special collection is taken up for 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society on the fifth Sunday of the month.

Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus is a Fraternal Organization sponsored by the 
parish. The Knights are actively involved in parish projects and support 
charitable works through the parish and community.
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Catholic Daughters of the Americas
From its inception in 1903, Catholic Daughters of the Americas has grown 
and developed into the largest organization of Catholic women in the 
Americas. Under the patronage of the Blessed Mother, its members at 
national, state and local levels are united in unity and charity in fulfilling 
its mission to serve in many ways.

The Des Moines local Court Ave Maria #302 was initiated in 1917, and 
is one of over 80 courts in Iowa. Members meet monthly from September 
through May. 

Franciscan Sisters of the 
Eucharistic Heart of Jesus

The Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus is a Private 
Association of the Faithful founded in 1994 by Mother Kathleen Francis 
O’Leary, FEHJ and the first Sister, Sister Mary Clare Clark, FEHJ. The 
Community was founded to bear a public witness to the presence of Christ 
and the reality of the Catholic Church in the world.

We are a traditional religious community professing vows of Poverty, 
Chastity, Holy Obedience and Fidelity to the Holy Father and Magisterium 
of the Church. We live in community, have a common prayer life, and hold 
all things in common.

We are engaged in a variety of ministries, in the Diocese of Des Moines, IA. 
Some of which are: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Intercessory 
prayer for priests and religious in particular; Counseling Therapy for 
people without insurance or who would otherwise not be able to afford 
this service; Spiritual Guidance; parish visitation to the homebound 
and elderly; teaching religion; preparing people to enter the Catholic 
Church; Sacramental preparation for children and adults; offering days of 
recollection and retreats; as well as several other ministries.

Holy Family School 
Holy Family School is a growing community of multi-cultural students 
representing five parishes in Des Moines. The five parishes include the 
Basilica of St. John, St. Ambrose Cathedral, St. Peter’s Church, All Saints 
Church and Our Lady of the Americas Church. The school consists of pre-
kindergarten through 8th grade and is located at the site of Our Lady of 
the Americas Church.

Holy Family School provides for the education of the whole child by 
integrating strong curriculum instruction and by teaching religious principles 
as a part of everyday learning. Spiritual growth and the development of 
moral character is provided at Holy Family through priests teaching weekly 
religion lessons, parish/community service projects; monthly missions; and 
preparation for, and the reception of the sacraments.
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Holy Family School is fully accredited by the State of Iowa. We provide an 
excellent teacher-pupil ratio, a media specialist; a music teacher; an art 
teacher; talented and gifted curriculum teachers; a full-time ESL teacher; 
a full-time guidance counselor; private band lessons; computers in every 
classroom, and a technology specialist.

Enrollment is open to both Catholic and non-Catholic students.

Holy Family School Board
Holy Family School Board consists of elected members from each of the 
five parishes which support Holy Family School. Each participating parish 
elects two members for a three-year term.

Dowling Catholic High School
Dowling Catholic High School became a co-educational Catholic High 
School for the Des Moines area in 1971 when the previously all male 
Dowling High School merged with the formerly all female St. Joseph 
Academy. A new school campus was established at 1400 Buffalo Road in 
West Des Moines. Dowling Catholic High School includes grades 9-12 and 
has both Catholic and non-Catholic students.

The Dowling campus is also the home of St. Joseph’s Educational Center. 
St. Joseph’s Educational Center provides classes and instructional meetings 
for adults of all ages above the High School level. Schedules of offered 
classes and other events are available during the summer.

Basilica of St. John Foundation
The purpose of the Foundation is to provide for the care and upkeep of 
the Basilica, the Rectory, the Educational Center, the grounds and the 
ministries of our Parish. Profits from the investments of the Foundation can 
also be used for the education of seminarians and for other good works as 
dictated by the Corporal Works of Mercy. The Advisory Board members are 
appointed by the Pastor to three year terms.

Pro-Life Committee
The Basilica of St. John’s Pro-Life Committee is a group of people 
dedicated to the protection of the most basic of all human rights—the right 
to life from conception to natural death.

Using prayer and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the group seeks to end 
abortion, euthanasia, embryonic stem cell research and other anti-life 
tactics. They educate people to create an awareness of the issues which 
surround the pro-life movement.



The Basilica of St. John Parish Guide Book & Directory

17

Bible Discussion Groups
Bible discussion groups are held periodically in the parish hall. Watch the 
bulletin for announcements related to the Bible discussion groups and dates.

Divine Mercy
Divine Mercy Ministry focuses specifically on the redemptive mercy that 
Jesus extends to all sinners who seek His forgiveness.

Pope John Paul II declared the Sunday after Easter to be that special day 
we acknowledge and honor this saving gift from the crucified, and now 
risen Savior, Jesus Christ.

In addition to the annual special observance, the Basilica also offers 
monthly recitations of the Divine Mercy Chaplet and other occasions of 
celebration throughout the year.

Special Social/Fundraising Events
Parishioners, families, individuals, and others from around Des Moines are 
invited to a number of special social/fundraising events held at the Basilica 
throughout the year. These events provide people with the opportunity to 
visit, enjoy good food, and provide needed funds for the Basilica.

Watch the bulletin for more information about these special events.

Lenten Fish Fry Dinners
Each Friday during Lent, the Basilica of St. John holds its “Lenten Fish Fry 
Dinners.” Serving begins at 5:00 p.m. and ends prior to the Stations of the 
Cross at 7:00 p.m.

People are treated to a meal consisting of fried or baked fish, a choice of 
three sides, bread and dessert. Volunteers are needed to help with the 
preparation and serving each week.

Seder Meal
Each year volunteers prepare and serve a Seder Meal on Holy Thursday 
evening during the Easter Triduum (Holy Week) Observations. The meal is 
held in observance of the Last Supper celebrated by Jesus. As the various 
courses of the meal are eaten, a narrator explains the symbolism of the 
events of the exodus of the Hebrew people. The meal is followed by Holy 
Mass including the washing of the feet of the twelve apostles.

Watch the bulletin for more information and how you can participate.
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Basilica Breakfasts and Dinners
At irregular intervals during the year, the Basilica parish is treated to 
ethnic food fundraisers prepared by either Vietnamese or Hispanic 
parishioners and sometimes to just a hearty American breakfast. The food 
is prepared by parishioners and served after each Mass on the designated 
Sunday, at a nominal charge to the diner.

Watch the bulletin for more information and how you can participate.

Potluck Dinners
From time to time, to help celebrate special occasions, the Parish is invited 
to join as a community to share food, conversation and to meet other old/
new parishioners. The meat is usually provided by a Host Ministry and 
each family is asked to bring a dish to share.

Watch the bulletin for more information and how you can participate.

If you have questions or would like more information regarding any of our 
ministries here at the Basilica of St. John, please contact Jenifer Parsons at 
244-3101, ext. 204.


