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Holy Cross 
Parish

4810 Woolworth Avenue
Omaha, Nebraska 68106

(402) 553-7500
www.holycrossomaha.org

Follow us on Facebook @HCCCOmaha

“We are a Catholic community, by the Grace of God, living and celebrating Jesus 
Christ, making Disciples through the Word, Sacraments, and our witness.”

I am happy to offer you the updated Holy Cross Parish Directory for 2021-
2022. It has been a tough year for all of us with the Covid-19 outbreak, 
but my staff with masks, social distancing, endless hand sanitizers, and 
vaccines has worked very hard for us researching the accuracy of our 
Parish membership list. Nonetheless, there still may be some errors, if so, 
please call the Rectory and provide the correct information.

Today, thanks be to God, our Churches are open for all to come without 
the many restrictions we endured during the pandemic. We are asked to 
fulfill our responsibility to attend Sunday Mass. I understand some, out of 
health condition or fear, may not be ready to join us. With that in mind, 
Holy Cross is continuing the live streaming of Mass for those who cannot 
attend in person but wish to be connected to our Parish community for 
Sunday Liturgy. For a little longer Confessions will be heard at the usual 
times in the Sanctuary on the right side behind the Altar.

Please consider this directory of names as a list of your brothers and 
sisters who share in the Faith of Jesus Christ. Together we are a Catholic 
Community, by the Grace of God, living and celebrating Jesus Christ, 
making disciples through the Word, Sacraments, and our witness.

God Bless you,
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Holy Cross School 
Numbers

James Laville, Principal ................................................................. 551-3773
Carrie Harbold, School Secretary .................................................. 551-3773
School ........................................................................................... 551-3773
 Fax .......................................................................................... 556-1896
Before & After Care ....................................................................... 556-3434

Holy Cross Church 
Numbers

Rev. Carl A. Salanitro, Pastor ......................................................... 553-7500
Theresa McLaury, Pastoral Minister/Development/Bereavement .. 208-5249
Andrea Ramsey, Business Manager ............................................... 553-7500
Julie Lipari, Administrative Assistant ............................................ 553-7500
Catie Johnson, Religious Education Coordinator .......................... 553-7500
Karen Baker, Music Minister .......................................................... 553-7500
Cecilia Jensen, Choir Director ....................................................... 553-7500
Melody Forbes, Prayer Line ........................................................... 553-7500
Kathy Callahan, HOPE .................................................................. 250-5386
Rectory .......................................................................................... 553-7500
 Fax ......................................................................................... .553-7735

Deacons
Deacon George Elster ........................................elster@holycrossomaha.org
Deacon Tim Mulcahy .................................................. tmulcahy@lu464.org
Deacon Tom Burton ................................................ tburton2998@msn.com
Deacon Nick Rasmussen ............................................. nrasmussen@cox.net

Parish Council
Parish Council of Holy Cross consists of lay members of the parish and 
certain members of the parish staff. It meets monthly to exercise shared 
responsibility for the life of the parish under the pastoral leadership. The 
purpose of the Council is to:

•  research needs, goals, and hopes of the parish
•  encourage and support existing ministries
•  evaluate the quality of life of the parish faith community
•  plan for the parish’s future by recommending policies, procedures 

and programs that will meet the needs, goals and hopes of the faith 
community, encourage and support existing ministries, improve the 
quality of life of the parish and fulfill the Church’s mission

• communicate with the parish faith community
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Committees/Ministries
Ministries to Children and Youth

Holy Cross Religious Education - Our program empowers families to 
live meaningful lives inspired by the teachings of Jesus Christ and to 
serve others while becoming disciples of Jesus Christ. Most programs 
run from September through April for all families. Please contact the 
Rectory Office if you are interested in enrolling your child.

Scouts BSA Troop 76 has been active in Holy Cross Parish since 1962. The 
Troop provides the opportunity for boys from age 11 to 18 to work in a 
cooperative manner with each other while developing leadership skills 
in a Catholic environment. The Troop’s most popular activity is camping, 
with 7 campouts during the school year, summer camp each June and 
a Hi-Adventure trip every other year. Additionally, service to the Church 
and community are emphasized through various badge activities, service 
work and Eagle Scout projects. During the school year the Troop generally 
meets weekly on Sunday nights in the school cafeteria.

Cub Scouts - Cub Scout Pack 76 has been active in Holy Cross Parish 
since 1941. The Pack serves boys and girls in Kindergarten through 
fifth grades, ages 5-10. The youth are divided into groups, called dens, 
by grade level, and participate in activities appropriate to their ages. 
Once a month the entire Pack (all dens and family members) gather 
for fun. Each year we also have special events such as the Pinewood 
Derby race, family camping, and so much more. We have optional 
gatherings each month in the Summer (June, July and August). We 
provide our program 12 months out of the year and welcome youth 
from Holy Cross School/Parish and all youth in Midtown Omaha.

Girl Scouts - Holy Cross Girl Scout troops emphasize faith, learning, 
service, leadership skills, and social development. Activities focus on 
wellness, nature, science, the community, the arts, and culture, among 
other things, offering girls the opportunity to discover their individual 
strengths and interests while working together as a team. Students 
deepen their relationships with one another outside the classroom as 
they have fun exploring the world around them, completing badge 
work and service projects, and making a difference in the community.
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Ministries to Adults
Engaged Encounter of Eastern Nebraska - Catholic Engaged 

Encounter is a weekend retreat away with other engaged couples 
with plenty of time alone together to plan for a sacramental marriage. 
It is designed to give couples planning marriage the opportunity 
to dialogue honestly and intensively about their prospective lives 
together. For more information about just what happens on a 
weekend, or to locate a Catholic Engaged Encounter Community in a 
specific Diocese or Locality www.engagedencounter.org.

Marriage Encounter - Marriage Encounter is designed to give married 
couples the opportunity to examine their lives together . . . a time to 
share their feelings, their hopes, disappointments, joys and frustrations 
. . . and to do so openly and honestly in a face-to-face, heart-to-
heart encounter with the one person they have chosen to live with 
for the rest of their life. The emphasis of Marriage Encounter is on 
communication between husband and wife, who spend a weekend 
together away from the distractions and the tensions of everyday life, 
to concentrate on each other.

Liturgical Ministry - Liturgy - a word meaning “of the people” is a 
multifaceted ministry and a very important part of Catholic Parish Life. 
The Liturgy and Liturgical functions for the Parish are prepared by a 
Liturgy Committee.

Priests are the only ones who can offer Mass. Deacons can assist at 
Mass, read the gospel and occasionally preach. They, as do the priests, 
can Baptize, and officiate at Marriages. Acolytes are in formation to 
become Deacons and can assist with various altar duties.

Extraordinary Ministries of Holy Communion (EMHC’s) are lay 
men and women who distribute the Body and Blood of Christ at Mass. 
They also take Holy Communion to shut-ins, the ill and to hospitals 
and nursing homes.

Sacristans are lay people who prepare the vessels, and see that 
everything is set up prior to the Mass. They also assist with altar 
servers to make sure they are appropriately dressed and ready to serve 
for the Mass on the Altar.

Altar Servers of the Parish are trained at the end of their 5th grade year 
by the Deacons. Generally high school students do not remain on the 
serving schedule after they graduate from 8th grade BUT are invited 
and encouraged to do so and or check in on Sundays to see if they if 
they may be needed as a fill-in. Altar Servers are scheduled by utilizing 
Ministry Scheduler Pro and should assume the responsibility of serving 
their appointed times or get a sub. They are expected and required to 
abide by the rules of reverence, respect, knowledge, accountability, 
appropriate dress, and manners.
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FREE ESTIMATES
5532 Center Street, Omaha NE 68106
(402) 502-9300 • www.pyramidroof.com

Voted Best of Omaha
10 years in a Row!

2012

Where Craft smanship Is At Its Finest!

402-680-5199
Serving Omaha Metro 
and Eastern Nebraska

www.nciomaha.com 

• Roofing • Siding and Gutters • Skylights • Storm Damage
• Windows • Doors • Decks and Patios • Additions and Remodeling

• Basement Finishing • Bathroom Remodeling • Kitchen Remodeling

There is a difference,
That’s why we stand out!

6007 Orchard Avenue
Omaha, NE 68117
402-556-8038

Omaha’s Only Women Owned 
Bryant Factory Authorized Dealer
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Ushers & Greeters are an integral part of the Liturgy as they are the 
first people who are seen as worshippers enter the church for Mass 
and other functions. They greet people as they come in, help them to 
find seats, if necessary, take up the collection at the offertory and other 
special collections, distribute bulletins after Mass and are in tune to 
any special needs from the congregation during Mass.

Music Ministry consists of many dedicated people who lead the 
congregation in song. The Church dictates that music enhances 
the Mass or Liturgical Services. It is not for listening purposes from 
the leaders, but rather a guidance which encourages and leads 
the congregation so that all are in FULL, ACTIVE, CONSCIOUS 
participation at Mass.

Parishioners are encouraged and invited to
share in these ministries.

Pro-Life Ministry - The Holy Cross Pro-Life Ministry seeks to assist the 
Archdiocesan Respect Life Apostolate in promoting a Culture of Life which 
recognizes that every human being is made in the image and likeness of 
God with dignity from conception until natural death. This is accomplished 
by helping to implement the Bishops’ Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life Activities 
which includes prayer, education, support of those in need, and actively 
seeking to influence the culture to protect human life in all stages.

Perpetual Adoration - Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament enriches 
your life, fills your soul with special graces and brings you into a 
closer relationship with Jesus. It is a time when you grow in your 
faith and your spirituality. If you would like to have a regular hour 
for Adoration, please call the Rectory at 402-553-7500. If you can’t 
commit to a certain time you may stop in the Adoration Chapel 
anytime, day or night. If you want to come in the evening hours, 
please call the above phone number for the door code. The more often 
you go to Adoration the more you feel called to come and receive 
God’s love, peace, and the joy of being with Him.
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Ministries to the Community
Parish Office Volunteers - Volunteers assist the office manager with 

answering the phone, selling HOPE, stuffing bulletins, mailings, etc. If 
you would like to help, please call the rectory at 402-553-7500 to get 
your name added to the volunteer list.

School Office Volunteers - Volunteers assist the administrative assistant 
with answering the phone, making copies, putting packets together, etc. 
If you would like to help, please call the school at 402-551-3773 to get 
your name added to the volunteer list.

Stephen Center Shelter - Volunteers are needed on the third Tuesday 
and the fourth Monday of the month to make desserts or a casserole 
(recipe provided) baked in your home and brought to the school 
cafeteria. Volunteers may also go to the shelter and help serve the meal.

St. Vincent de Paul Society - Holy Cross Church St. Vincent de Paul 
Conference meets the second Tuesday of every month at 7pm in

 St. Ed’s Hall. The Conference assists parishioners and those in need 
living within the boundaries of Holy Cross Church. It provides funds 
for utilities, rent and in some cases, food and clothing to those in 
need. In addition, the Conference holds food drives and clothing 
drives each year to assist the needy. The Conference welcomes anyone 
who is interested in joining us in the Conference’s calling to help those 
in need. If interested, call the Rectory.

Human Needs Ministry - Human Needs serves the spiritual, physical 
and emotional needs of Holy Cross parishioners and those within the 
boundaries of Holy Cross using the Gospel teachings of Jesus Christ. 
This Ministry brings Communion to the homebound, and healthcare 
facilities including Douglas County Health Center and Azria Health. 
We visit parishioners in hospitals, assisted living and long-term 
healthcare facilities on a regular basis.

Bereavement Ministry - This ministry helps plan funerals, bereavement 
gatherings and remembers those that have lost a loved one.

Organizations
Athletic Booster Club - The Holy Cross Athletic Booster Club consists 

of a group of parents/volunteers that maintain the gymnasium and 
baseball/soccer facility for the student athletes of Holy Cross Parish, 
manage and run three fundraisers per calendar year, and help organize 
and run the soccer, baseball, softball, volleyball, and basketball teams 
of Holy Cross Parish. The Athletic Booster Club strives to teach the 
student athletes that sports are a good way to stay physically fit, but 
Jesus Christ is always first in our lives.
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Festival Committee - Holy Cross Parish Festival is a two-day event 
always held the weekend after Labor Day weekend. Interested 
in helping? Please contact the Festival Chairs: Diane Wolff 
(cakecaper713@yahoo.com), Mike and Ann Downey 

 (scrooge93@cox.net) or Jay and Gail Kotulak (jay-gail@cox.net)

Legion of Mary - The Legion of Mary is a lay Catholic organization of 
men and women who give service to The Church on a voluntary basis.

Members of the Legion of Mary offer their service to their pastor to aid 
him in performing Spiritual works in the parish. The unit of the Legion 
of Mary is called a Prasidium, which holds a weekly meeting, where 
prayer is intermingled with reports, discussion and even a few laughs.

The Legion sees as its priority the spiritual and social welfare of 
everyone. The Members participate in the life of the parish through 
visitation of families, the sick, both in their homes and in hospitals 
and through collaboration in apostolic and missionary undertaking 
sponsored by the parish.

Our Spiritual Director is Deacon Tom Burton. WE WELCOME YOU TO 
JOIN US any Monday at 9am in St. Ed’s Hall Board Room. Questions?? 
Call Jan Alexander at 402-551-8665.

Knights of Columbus - Holy Cross Knights of Columbus Council 11364 
was formed in 1995 with about 35 members. Present membership is 178. 
The Council meets on the second Monday of each month in St. Ed’s Hall.

The Holy Cross Knights of Columbus Council is very active in our 
parish. Most recently the Council purchased and installed the Ten 
Commandments monument in front of the school. The Council also 
provides an annual free dinner for all members of the parish, along 
with quarter pancake breakfasts. For the youth, the Council hosts an 
annual Altar Servers appreciation event and sponsors a basketball 
free throw contest. The Council also assists in building a Habitat 
for Humanity Home each year and provides financial support for 
seminarians and candidates to the religious life.

Altar Society - The Holy Cross Altar Society is the oldest continual 
organization in Holy Cross Parish. The Altar and church are the main 
focus. The Altar Society cleans the church twice a month.

The Altar Society also cooks and serves evening meals for residents 
at the Stephen Center, organizes funeral luncheons and greets people 
at funerals. The Altar Society has an annual Day of Recollection and 
invite a guest homilist and also assists with the HOPE program.

When a member dies the Altar Society says the Rosary before the 
funeral Mass and they also have an honor guard for the deceased.
The Altar Society’s monthly meetings consist of a lunch and a speaker 
or entertainment. A short business meeting is included. The Altar 
Society year starts in September and the annual dues are $10.00.
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LiveWorry Free
and Enjoy Life!

135th & Blondo Street
Call to Tour! 402-496-0116
www.sunridgeomaha.com

• No Buy In 
• Heated Underground Parking 
• A 55+ Community
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Hope - This ongoing Holy Cross fundraiser costs you nothing extra. You 
simply buy gift cards for your favorite stores. They are just like any 
other gift card, but the great thing about them is Holy Cross gets to 
purchase them for less than their retail value. You, in turn, purchase 
them at face value and the profit goes to Holy Cross! You may 
purchase HOPE during rectory hours and after all weekend Masses. 
Please visit ShopWithScrip.com to view available inventory.

Committees and Boards
Tuition Assistance Committee - This committee follows the 

tuition assistance guidelines. The purpose of which is to establish a 
methodology for providing benefits to families applying for Holy Cross 
Tuition Assistance using a sliding fee schedule.

Home & School Association - The purpose of the association shall be:
• To support the spiritual and educational development of the students 

of Holy Cross
• To enhance the academic performance of our students
• To facilitate communication and good will between faculty and parents
• To support the principal and school board of Holy Cross School, and
• To lighten the financial burden when possible

Gaelic Gala Committee - In 2004, Holy Cross held their first major 
dinner/auction fundraiser for the parish. It is held every March and 
is called the “Gaelic Gala”. Each year a parishioner is selected for 
outstanding service to the parish and is awarded the Celtic Cross in 
appreciation for their support. We were fortunate enough to honor 
Monsignor O’Donnell as one of our first recipients.
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The History of Holy Cross 
Parish

Nearly a century has passed since Holy Cross became a parish of the 
Omaha Archdiocese in September of 1920. The first church building, 
located at 5065 Center Street, was completed early in 1921. A fireplace 
salvaged from the Boyd Theater at 17th and Harney Streets was 
refashioned as the main altar; a stairway banister from the theater became 
the altar rail. The collaborative elbow grease of parishioners yielded pews, 
confessionals and window screens.

From an initial membership of 40 families, Holy Cross had grown to more 
than 400 families by the autumn of 1928 when property at 48th and 
Woolworth Streets was purchased with an eye to beginning a school. Not until 
spring of 1936, however, did construction get underway. Ground was broken 
on March 23rd, for the new building, which included classrooms and, on the 
lower level, a larger “temporary” church that served the parish until 1955.

Rev. John Kelly, founding pastor of Holy Cross, was succeeded in 1922 
by Rev. Thomas Healy. Rev. John Paschang served as pastor of Holy Cross 
from 1927 until his consecration as Bishop of Grand Island in October 
of 1951. Under Monsignor Edward Appelbaum, the next pastor of Holy 
Cross, the new church was completed in 1955 and the school enrollment 
peaked at 1,475 students in 1959.

Succeeding Monsignor Appelbaum in 1970 was Monsignor Edward 
O’Donnell. The preceding pastorates had recorded remarkable growth 
and expansion, both in membership and property; Monsignor O’Donnell’s 
pastorate was notable for uncommon spiritual prosperity.

Rev. Charles Swanson was named the new pastor of Holy Cross upon 
Monsignor O’Donnell’s retirement in 1993. With Fr. Chuck’s arrival, the parish 
has shown a theme of welcoming and stewardship. From greeting visitors at 
the start of Mass to beginning the now annual Spaghetti Dinner, Fr. Chuck 
emphasized reaching out to one another, and our neighbors. He initiated the 
Stewardship Program to encourage people to give of their time, talent and 
treasures. Believing in Stewardship himself, Fr. Chuck volunteers as Chaplain 
for the Omaha Fire Department and the Omaha Police Department.

Fr. Carl A. Salanitro was named pastor to Holy Cross in 2004 after asking 
Archbishop Elden Curtiss. This is his second time being assigned to Holy 
Cross. Fr. Salanitro was appointed to Holy Cross as an associate pastor 
from 1970-1973, where he found the parish so helpful for his early years 
of priesthood. As pastor, Fr. Salanitro seeks to continue the ministry of 
his predecessors. Fr. Salanitro looks forward to the future - building 
community and continuing evangelization within our parish.


