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 For I know well the plans I have in mind for you, says the LORD,
plans for your welfare, not for woe!

Plans to give you a future full of hope.

~ Jeremiah 12:11

Dear Friends in Christ,

“A future full of hope” - These words of the Lord taken from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah, remind us not to lose hope in the 
midst of trials and distress. More than ever this past year we have experienced what seems like a continuous “perfect storm” of 
hardships and troubles. Such things as the COVID-19 pandemic, national divisive electoral politics, social unrest, crazy weather 
events, and economic uncertainty can seem overwhelming and despairing!

Yet, God reminds us to trust in Him – especially in the most difficult times. He remains the true source of our hope. God desires 
our ultimate good. When we actively, intentionally, and humbly walk in His path – His plan - we can know real peace, freedom, 
and joy!

At St. Pius X Parish, our community seeks to live out God’s plan in concrete ways through our mission to - Love God. Love 
Others. Make Disciples. and Restore All Things In Christ.

The Holy Spirit has showered many gifts upon us as a parish community and empowered us to serve God and one another in 
self-giving love. We do not exist for our own self-welfare. As disciples of Christ, we proclaim the Good News within our homes, 
work situations, neighborhoods, and the world around us. We remain the eyes, the ears, the hands, and the heart of Christ for 
the world. We seek to be an instruments of healing, charity, reconciliation, justice and spiritual renewal for others.

Through our prayer and Eucharistic worship, formation in the Word of God, welcoming community, service, and evangelization 
our parish actively embodies the call to love, to discipleship, and to the restoration of the wholeness of life in Jesus Christ.

The following pages offer a snapshot of how we are all part of the Body of Christ and share in His mission. As a growing parish 
of over 1800 households, we hope this ministerial directory will help to illustrate and guide the many ways we continue to live 
out our mission to love and serve our God and one another. It is a helpful portrait of our parish community. May it give us a 
better appreciation of the gifts God has bestowed on us.

This guide is a gift to all our parish community, financed through the generosity of the advertisers listed within. Please make 
every effort to patronize these advertisers as a means of support and gratitude.

We owe our thanks to all those who gave their time and talent in coordinating the work of making this directory a reality, 
especially Mary Sue Lone and our parish staff. May all these efforts help us to draw closer to the heart of Christ, so that Christ 
may be “all in all”.

In Christ’s Peace,

Rev. David P. Fleming

2021
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St. Pius X Parish 
History

In 1950, Father F.B. Ostdiek, pastor of Holy Trinity, envisioned 
the need was approaching for the spiritual care of the families 
within Urbandale who were attending Holy Trinity. Urbandale was 
expanding and with the increasing number of Catholic families in 
the district, it was becoming apparent they would soon need their 
own parish. With this in mind, Father Ostdiek purchased about five 
acres of land from Mrs. Mary Lewis in Cornbelt Acres in Urbandale 
for a possible future site of a church and school.

From 1950 to 1955, the Catholic community in Urbandale grew 
from about 50 families to more than 250 families. On January 6, 
1955, Father Ostdiek sent a letter to the Most Rev. Edward C. Daly, 
O.P., Bishop of Des Moines, requesting a new parish be incorporated 
in the Northwest Des Moines/Urbandale district. Acting on that 
request, Bishop Daly issued a decree to be read at all Masses on 
February 27, 1955 in Holy Trinity Church. The decree stated: On 
March 1, 1955, a parish shall be incorporated under the patronage 
of St. Pius X. A new church and school shall be constructed on the 
five-acre site at 66th and Oliver Smith Streets.

Rev. Ostdiek was appointed administer of the new St. Pius X
Parish until such time as a canonical pastor would be appointed. 
Fr. Ostdiek was directed to proceed with the formation of the 
civil corporation. The area included in the new parish would 
be bounded by 57th Street on the east, half way to Waukee on 
the west, Grimes on the north, and Hickman Road on the south.

On March 6, 1955, Fr. Ostdiek convened a meeting at Holy 
Trinity for the members of the newly created parish. During 
the meeting, John E. Byrnes and James McGrane were 
selected to serve as lay trustees for St. Pius X Parish. They 
were commissioned to form the civil corporation. The trustees 
accepted the transfer of title of the five acres of land from Holy 
Trinity. The necessary books were opened as required by Canon 
Law for the spiritual and temporal administration of the affairs 
of St. Pius X Parish. The people of St. Pius were to continue 
attending Holy Trinity until a pastor was appointed for St. Pius. 
On July 12, 1955, Bishop Daly announced the appointment of 
Father Arthur Ring as pastor of St. Pius.

The first Masses offered at St. Pius were celebrated on July 25 
in a roller rink at 3827 70th Street. The roller rink served
St. Pius as a temporary church for over ten months! A portable 
folding wood stand served as the altar. The altar had to be 
assembled and removed each Sunday. The pews were rented 
folding chairs. Men were assigned each Sunday to set up the 
“pews” and remove them to a storage place until the following 

week. Over 400 people attended the two Masses each Sunday.
A lot was purchased at 3422 66th Street during the summer of 1955, 
and a two-story white frame rectory was built. Although first used as 
a rectory, the building was designed to be a convent for the sisters. 
In December, 1955, Fr. Ring changed his residence from Dowling 
to St. Pius, even though the building was only partially completed. 
At the same time, construction started on an all-purpose building, 
known as the Butler Building, to serve as a temporary chapel.

On Easter Sunday, 1956, the first Masses were offered in the 
Butler Building.

St. Pius now had a permanent altar, used pews from a church in 
Sioux City, Iowa and a bell acquired from St. Gabriel’s Passionist 
Monastery, which was being torn down to make way for Merle 
Hay Mall. This bell was first rung when the news came of the 
election of a new Pope, Pope John XXIII. An additional piece 
of property was purchased in 1956 to the north of the original 
5 acres (the southeast corner of 66th and Douglas) with the 
intent of building a permanent church.

In September, 1956, a one-story school with eight classrooms 
and a kitchen accepted students for the first time. Six classrooms 
were used the first year. First and second grades were not offered 
as these two classrooms and the kitchen served as a convent.

Three sisters from the Sisters of Humility, Ottumwa, accepted 
the call to teach at St. Pius. Sr. Mary Camillius was our first 
principal.

On May 1, 1962, construction began to double the capacity 
of the school. This two-story, eight-classroom addition was 
attached to the original school and soon fully occupied.

The Butler Building was soon outgrown by the needs of
St. Pius, so construction of a church and rectory began. The 
Butler Building was then used as a parish hall.

On August 25, 1968, dedication rites for the church and rectory 
were held by Most Rev. Maurice J. Dingman. The building had 
been in use since March 9, 1968, but dedication awaited the 
appointment of the bishop to succeed Bishop Biskup, who had 
been appointed coadjutor Archbishop of Indianapolis.

St. Pius X Church, designed in contemporary style, has several 
unique features. The three bells, cast in 1903, in the bell tower 
in front of the church came from the old St. Mary’s Church 
on Second Avenue, which was torn down to make way for 
MacVicar Freeway.

The faceted colored glass windows were designed by John L. 
Coleman, a teacher at St. Pius School, and installation was 
supervised by John Dwyer, owner of Art Glass Company. At this 
time in the life of our church, the window, which depicts the 
life of St. Pius X, occupied the space between the main entry 
doors. One window in the sanctuary shows Mary as “Queen of 
the Universe” and the other depicts St. Joseph as a carpenter.

The Butler Building was remodeled and expanded in 1986 
with the addition of a kitchen, meeting rooms, band room and 
restrooms. This now serves as our Parish Center.

Expansion of the parish staff to serve the needs of a growing 
parish necessitated the purchase of a duplex at 3105-3107 67th 
Street in 1989 to serve as housing for the priests. The former 
rectory attached to the church now serves as the parish office. 
In 1990, with new housing continuing at a rapid rate bringing 
many new parishioners, the parish began to develop a long 
range plan to expand the parish facilities to meet the continued 
demand for space.
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This culminated in 1993 with the purchase of the John 
McKinney house immediately east of the church, providing the 
parish with an additional one and one-quarter acres of land. 
The parish commenced this major facility improvement in the 
summer of 1994 with the removal of the house and construction 
of a much needed parking lot east of the church.

Improvements completed in 1995 also included a 13,000 square 
foot addition to the educational building to house an expanded 
media center and computer lab, an enlarged administrative and 
staff area and additional classroom and parish meeting space. 
This included removal of a temporary classroom and allowed 
the parish to move school and religious education classes, 
which had expanded into the Parish Center and Parish Office, 
back into the educational building. The carerra marble statue 
of St. Pius X was refurbished and moved inside as a focal point 
of the main entry. The statue, which had stood outside since 
the school was first built 1956, had experienced the ravages of 
time and vandalism.

One of the highlights of the history of St. Pius was the visit 
of Pope John Paul II to Living History Farms in Urbandale on 
October 4, 1979, with 350,000 people in attendance. By virtue 
of Living History Farms located within our parish boundaries, 
we are proud to say the Pope visited our Parish Community!

In the fall of 2000, additional storage at the east end of the Parish 
Center was completed, as well as the kitchen renovation. The 
current house and property at 3523 66th Street, immediately 
adjacent to the school grounds was purchased in 2001 to be used 
as the Pastor’s residence. In 2003, a much needed playground 
addition came to fruition with the purchase of .62 acres of grassy 
area just to the south and adjacent to the Parish Center. And 
the vision of additional meeting space became a reality with 
the renovation of the garages in the Parish Office into one large 
meeting room in December 2003.

Our parish celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2005. In 
conjunction with the anniversary, a parish study was 
conducted regarding possible church renovation and additional 
construction. After careful consideration, the decision was made 
to completely renovate the inside of the church worship space 
and add a narthex (gathering space), fellowship hall, adoration 
chapel, and additional meeting space. After a successful capital 
campaign, we moved out of the church and into the Parish 
Center for daily and weekend Masses in the summer of 2007.

The inside of the church was emptied completely and 
construction began to remodel and add on to the existing 
building. The altar was moved to the north end of the building, 
with the stained glass window of St. Pius X as the backdrop. An 
immersion baptism font was added and new statues of Mary and 
Joseph, as well as new Stations of the Cross were commissioned. 
The addition of the narthex, Martha and Mary Fellowship Hall, 
Queen of Peace Adoration Chapel, Good Shepherd Atrium, 
Michael, Gabriel and Raphael Archangel meeting rooms, as 
well as the St. Cecilia meeting room were a welcome blessing 
to the parish as well. A rededication Mass took place on June 
7, 2008 at which Bishop Richard Pates presided.

St. Pius has been blessed with outstanding clergy. Fr. Ring was 
succeeded by Fr. Maurice Schulte in 1974, Fr. Arthur McCann 
in 1982, Fr. Frank Bognanno in 1987, Msgr. Edward Hurley 
in 1988, Msgr. Joseph McDonnell in 1997 and Father David 
Fleming in 2012.

History of
St. Pius X School

As the community of Urbandale expanded in the early 1950’s, 
there was a need for a new Catholic parish with a Catholic 
school in the area. St. Pius X School opened its doors in the 
fall of 1956 to 120 students with eight classrooms of grades 
three through eight. Three sisters from the Sisters of Humility 
in Ottumwa began the rich tradition of faith-filled teachers 
and principals with Sister Mary Camillus serving as our first 
principal. Eventually first and second grades were added. 
Kindergarten was added in 1986. Preschool was added in 2008. 
From our first 120 students, we have grown to an enrollment 
of approximately 350.

As our school population increased through the years, the 
physical plant has needed to grow from its beginning of eight 
classrooms to the present nineteen classrooms. Throughout 
the years, two major additions to our school have occurred: a 
two story, eight-classroom addition in 1962, and a single level 
wing in 1995 to house our five elementary classrooms, visual 
arts room, meeting room and maintenance office.

Extensive remodeling of the interior of the school building 
began in 2013 with new flooring, paint, and restrooms in the 
main entryway and hallway of the school. In the summer of 
2014, new flooring and paint was put into the middle school 
classrooms and the grades 2-5 classrooms, for a total remodel 
of 14 classrooms. The summer of 2015 brought the remodel 
to a near finish with the remodel of the newest wing - the 4 
classrooms, art room, storeroom, resource rooms, and teacher 
work and store rooms - all getting new flooring and paint.

The value of Catholic education at St. Pius X School is evidenced 
as former students return as teachers and others send their 
children to our school. The staff and the principal are committed 
to the mission of St. Pius X as observed by their longevity of 
service to the students. The tradition continues!

St. Pius X School
Faith and Academics-Learning for Life

St. Pius X School is based in Catholic beliefs. Everything we do 
is based on the teachings of the Church. We live our beliefs in 
and out of the classroom. We promote sharing and growth in 
our faith. All staff members teach and model to the students 
how to be aware of and respect others and themselves. We begin 
and end each day with prayer and have it woven throughout 
the school year in events such as Advent prayer services, Lent 
prayer services, Stations of the Cross, and student planned 
weekly liturgies. The students are guided by the Seven Pillars 
of Character: faith, trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, 
fairness, caring, and citizenship.

Mission Statement
The mission of the Catholic Schools of the Diocese of Des Moines 
is to provide meaningful educational experiences for children/
adolescents in an environment integrated by Gospel values, 
which nurtures faith, community, prayer and service.
We believe that:

• Catholic schools exist to teach and live the Gospel 
message of Jesus Christ;

• Parents are the primary educators and that Catholic 
schools are partners with parents in the education of 
their children and adolescents;
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• Each child and adolescent in a Catholic school, 
regardless of race, cultural heritage, or sex will grow 
in self-esteem and discover and develop talents, skills, 
and interests;

• Catholic schools will provide a warm, caring 
environment where children and adolescents can learn 
regardless of their learning rate or style;

• All children and adolescents in Catholic schools can learn 
the essential curriculum taught at each grade level;

• All children and adolescents in Catholic schools will 
learn the value of human dignity and the concepts 
of peace and justice to enable them to be involved 
participants in a global society.

About St. Pius X School
St. Pius X School is a standards-based, benchmark-driven 
school. Standards are what the student is expected to know 
and be able to do in a given curriculum area by the end of their 
senior year of high school at Dowling Catholic. A benchmark is 
an interpretation of a standard; it’s an articulation of various 
pieces needed to achieve the standard. Each grade level has 
benchmark expectations for students to meet at the conclusion 
of the grade. Achieving benchmarks helps show the student has 
addressed the standard. These expectations drive our teaching 
and determine what our students should know and be able to do.

Students are taught the 21st Century Skills of Financial Literacy, 
Employability Skills, Technology Literacy, Civic Literacy, and 
Health Literacy as part of the Iowa Core Curriculum. While we 
are teaching the core subjects, we are also infusing interpersonal 
skills. These skills will teach our students how to relate and 
communicate with others in positive ways that allow them to 
succeed in education and in life.

St. Pius X teaches a standard curriculum that includes Religion, 
Guidance, Visual Arts, Performing Arts, Instrumental Music, 
Vocal Music, Independent Learner, Technology, Learning Center, 
Physical Education, and Library/Media in each student’s week.

To enhance our curriculum, St. Pius X School is fortunate to 
have a dedicated full-sized computer lab, a mobile lab, as 
well as classroom computers. All classrooms have interactive 
technology. Programs that enhance our curriculum, in some 
grade levels are D.A.R.E., partner/buddy programs, Junior 
Achievement, Biz Town, and Peer Helpers, among others.

Extracurricular Opportunities for students include Daisy/
Brownies/Scouts, History Day, and Catholic League sports. 
Students may be involved in: Yearbook, Student Council, Service 
Group, Hyperstream; and competitions such as: Battle of the 
Books, Math Counts, Quiz Bowl, Geography Bee, and Mock Trial.

Students become aware of and aid in many social justice issues 
through monthly missions. Each month, students learn about a 
particular organization in need of financial support. Then they 
are asked to bring a donation to give to the organization. This 
is one way to help students learn the mission of the Church, to 
give to those who are in need.

St. Pius X School is a two-section school, two classrooms 
(Kindergarten through 8th) and three classrooms for our 4-year-
old Preschool Program. Students’ needs are met through small 
class sizes with a classroom teacher-student ratio of 1:19. In 
the summers of 2016 our library was painted to match the new 
paint scheme in our state of the art technology lab as well as 
new carpet and blinds. We also added two additional preschool 
classrooms thanks to a generous anonymous donor.

We offer a preschool program for children 4 years of age. 
These children have an opportunity to have a full day learning 
experience through our afternoon enrichment program where 
our preschoolers will receive additional time on math, literacy, 
handwriting, and STEM.

If you would like to learn more about our school or schedule a 
tour please contact us at 515-276-1061.

Principal: Mary Jo Kever
Assistant Principal: Alex Baranosky

To view the school calendar, please visit 
the website:

https://www.stpiusxschool.org

St. Pius X
2020-2021 Ministries
Parish Leadership

School Board:
What we do: Our responsibility is to provide opportunities 
for the continued growth of the Catholic community by 
offering a variety of programs centered on Jesus Christ and His 
teachings. These programs develop from shared instructional 
goals designed for the benefit of persons receiving instruction 
in the programs. The whole person is served in a God-centered 
environment based on Gospel principles and life in Jesus 
Christ. The School Board provides for the growth of the 
person by helping to develop personal dignity and respect for 
themselves and others. Growth is directed in areas of spiritual, 
moral, intellectual, emotional and physical development. Point 
of Contact: Greg Hayes 515-249-3729

Building & Grounds & Safety:
What we do: Outdoor Flower & Plant Care. We plant and 
water flowers and weed landscaped areas of the church 
and school grounds. Individuals or groups volunteer to 
take care of a particular location from May-October. Point 
of Contact: Norm Bormann 515-229-8008

Council For Catechesis:
 What is the Council for Catechesis?

The Council for Catechesis is a visioning group that provides 
input to the Pastoral Associate for Life-Long Faith Formation.

The Council gathers once monthly for prayer, formation and 
discussion about the various formation processes available 
to members of the St. Pius X community.
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2771 104th St. Suite A, Urbandale, IA 50322
“Striving for excellence, don’t you dare settle for less!”

To receive a free estimate for:
Windows • Siding • Stone • Decks • Gutters • Roofs  
Sun Setter Awnings • Painting • And much more!!

Ask us about our quick bathroom remodels!

CALL 515-953-6999

www.haggertywindowsandsiding.com

“Customer Care Beyond Compare!”“Customer CCCare BBBeyonddd Compare!”

Windows•Siding 

Shutters•Gutters 

Stone•Roofing•Decking

Family

Owned
Free

Estimates

Commercial 
And Residential

www.picksuperior.comSee Our Show Room At
3076 104th St.

Urbandale, IA 50322 515-727-1887
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The Council also considers other opportunities for growth and 
ways and means in which we can continue to grow in faith as 
individuals, as the People of God, and as a parish community.

For more information, contact Dr. Cheryl Fournier at 
cfournier@saintpiuschurch.org or call 276-2059.

Pastoral Council:
What we do: As a primary leadership and consultative 
body for our faith community, St. Pius’ Parish Pastoral 
Council focuses on the pastoral needs of God’s people 
(local, diocesan, worldwide). It considers the needs of the 
parish by continuously assessing those needs in light of our 
parish mission statement and the fundamental elements of 
our parish life. It seeks to identify the resources available 
to meet the needs and the methods & structures necessary 
to bring this about. Guided by the Holy Spirit, it takes the 
time to prayerfully reflect, plan, and initiate (empower) the 
parish to actin. The 10-12 volunteers are selected through 
a discernment process. They serve a three-year term and 
meet on the first Tuesday of each month. Point of Contact: 
Rev. David P. Fleming 515-276-2059

Foundation Committee:
What we do: The St. Pius X Parish Foundation Board 
oversees the management, development, and distribution of 
funds received through gifts, grants, or bequests in order to 
support the educational, charitable, social justice, spiritual 
and parish needs within the St. Pius X Catholic Parish 
community. Point of Contact: Chris Koll 515-276-6537

Social Media, Communications, and Website:
What we do: Coordinate and disseminate the flow of 
information about St. Pius X parish through the church 
bulletin, Mass announcements, the parish website and social 
media such as Facebook.
Points of Contact: Social Media & Communications 
515-276-2059
Parish Web Site Mary Sue Lone 515-276-2059

Pillar of Worship

Art & Environment Committee:
What we do: We decide as a committee the environment for 
the church for feast days and liturgical seasons. We also provide 
the manpower to decorate for these occasions and we do limited 
corresponding decorations for the Gathering Space. We also 
water and maintain the plants in the church and surrounding 
areas. Point of Contact: Sherri Hunt 515-276-2059

Liturgy Committee
Liturgical Ministers

Please note that the parish will train individuals for each of the 
ministries that they serve in.

Liturgy Committee:
What we do: The Liturgy Committee forms its members 
in liturgy and works to enhance the worship experience 
of the St Pius X community. Point of Contact: Sherri Hunt 
515-276-2059 Presently inactive.

Altar Server:
What we do: The Altar Server will assist the priest 
throughout the Mass, by bringing the articles of the Mass to 
and from the altar, ringing the bells, etc. Anyone in fourth 
grade or older, who has celebrated their First Communion 
may become an altar server. Point of Contact: Sherri Hunt 
515-276-2059

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion (EMHC):
What we do: An EMHC assists in distributing the Body 
and Precious Blood of Christ at weekday, weekend and 
holy day Masses. They may also take Communion to those 
who are unable to attend Mass. This ministry is open to all 
Youth and Adults who have celebrated the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. EMHCs are scheduled on a rotating basis. 
Point of Contact: Sherri Hunt 515-276-2059

Greeter:
What we do: Welcome all worshipers at every weekend 
Mass. They stand at each door and greet people with an 
enthusiastic, “Welcome to St. Pius!” Smiles and hugs are 
encouraged! Assist newcomers and visitors with directions, 
questions, and parish registration. Also direct people to the 
ushers for seating, if needed. All greeters welcome with the 
spirit of hospitality, “I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” 
Matthew 25:35.-- Our adopted patron saint is St. Andre’ 
Bessette. Point of Contact: Philip McGrath 515-276-0808

Lector:
What we do: This ministry is open to Youth and Adults 
with the desire and skill for public speaking. The Lector 
proclaims the Word of God and reads the Prayers of the 
Faithful or the weekly announcements at the Masses. The 
parish will provide materials for preparation of proclaiming 
the Word. Lectors are scheduled on a rotating basis. Point 
of Contact: Sherri Hunt 515-276-2059

Sacristan:
What we do: This ministry is open to Adults, couples and 
families (as long as parents are present with the children). 
The Sacristan arrives 30 minutes early to prepare the 
articles of the Mass and ensure all ministers are in place for 
the celebration of the Mass. Sacristans are scheduled on a 
rotating basis. Point of Contact: Sherri Hunt 515-276-2059

Usher:
What we do: This ministry is open to Youth and Adults. 
The Ushers will assist at each Sunday Mass, Holy Day Mass, 
and other special occasions as needed. Ushers are those 
who are capable of directing crowd flow and movement, 
take up the collection, and assist those with special needs. 
Ushers also help in welcoming everyone coming into Mass. 
Ushers are scheduled on a rotating basis. Point of Contact: 
Sherri Hunt 515-276-2059
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Music Ministry
What we do: At St. Pius X, our goal is to lead the congregation 
in prayer and worship through their music experience. As music 
ministers we hope to engage our parish in active participation of the 
liturgy by providing quality music. If you are interested in joining 
our music ministry please contact Emily Schmid to get connected 
with any of these groups/positions. Point of Contact For All Music 
Groups: Kyle Lechtenberg 515-276-2059

Cantor/Accompanist:
What we do: Cantors and accompanists are needed when 
our larger choirs are unavailable or during weddings and 
funerals. We typically have 2 Masses a week that require a 
cantor and accompanist. Cantors are singers that lead the 
congregation in hymns and songs as well as proclaim certain 
parts of the Masses such as the psalm and gospel acclamation. 
Accompanists are pianists, organists, or guitarists that support 
the singers and congregation with accompanying music.

Instrumentalist:
What we do: Instrumentalists are needed to support 
the basic singer/accompanist setting. Bass guitars, drums, 
strings and wind instruments are a great addition to the 
music, especially during larger Mass celebrations. We are 
always looking for instrumentalists who are willing to share 
their gifts with the parish.

Celebration Singers:
What we do: Celebration Singers began more than 20 years 
ago at St. Pius X. Their goal is to assist the Congregation in 
sung worship at Mass, and to celebrate life, love and joy in 
our Lord through their songs! Celebration Singers typically 
sing most Sunday 9AM Masses, some Saturday 5PM Masses, 
and rehearse on Thursdays at 7PM in the church.

Guitar Group:
What we do: This group is for guitarists and other 
instrumentalists wanting to share their talents! The guitar 
group plays two times a month during Saturday evening 
Masses and typically rehearses on Thursdays at 7PM in the 
St. Cecilia room.

Worship Group:
What we do: The worship group was created as a response 
to our Sunday 5pm Mass that is geared toward people who 
prefer a more comtemporary worship style. Songs for this 
group typically include more contemporary music and the 
group sings and plays in a worship group style. They also 
lead praise and worship before Mass each Sunday evening. 
This group rehearses on Sundays at 3PM before Mass and 
is open to all 7th grade and older.

Funeral Choir:
What we do: The funeral choir is an amazing ministry St. 
Pius provides for families during a time of grieving. This choir 
gathers 15 minutes before funeral Masses and sing familiar 
songs to aid the family in the celebration of life for their loved 
ones. The funeral choir is open to all singers, practiced and 
retired. They are “on call,” receiving just a few days notice and 
sing at all funeral Masses as they are available.

Children’s Choir:
What we do: The children’s choir gathers seasonally for 
Christmas Eve and other special occasions as needed. This 
group is open to children and youth Kindergarten-8th grade. 
They typically meet on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-7:30 
four - six weeks prior to the scheduled Mass. See the bulletin 
and website for further information throughout the year.

Music Leadership Committee:
What we do: Our committee helps to choose songs that 
are sung at the weekend services. We meet once a month.

Prayer Opportunities
Marian Cenacle:

What we do: Anyone is welcome to come and participate 
whenever you wish. You do not have to make a commitment 
to attend every week. Meet in the Queen of Peace Adoration 
Chapel at 7PM every Monday night. Pray the Rosary, pray 
for a short reading from the book “The Marian Movement 
of Priests” followed by a five minute silent meditation, 
Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and finish 
with a time for personal prayer intentions.

Perpetual Adoration:
What we do: Adorers are invited to commit to one hour 
a week of quiet prayer and worship of the Risen Lord in 
the Eucharist in the Queen of Peace Adoration Chapel. 
Signing up for a weekly Holy Hour gives participants the 
opportunity to place ourselves before Him, offering prayers 
for the entire body of Christ and “growing in his likeness 
from one degree of glory to another” (St. Paul, 2 Cor.).
Point of Contact: Sherri Hunt 515-276-2059

Perpetual Adoration-Substitute Adorer:
What we do: Signing up to be a substitute when regular 
adorers are unable to fulfill their commitment is another 
way we can honor Our Lord’s request.
Point of Contact: Sherri Hunt 515-276-2059

Prayer Warrior:
What we do: Prayer is very powerful and Jesus has asked 
us to pray. Signing up to be a prayer warrior entails receiving 
prayer requests via email and then offering those requests 
up to the Lord. Prayer is all that is asked of you in this 
important ministry. It is such a comfort to know others are 
holding you up in prayer.
Point of Contact: Gayle Schreck 515-480-0107

Pillar of Formation

Adult Faith Formation
Adult Faith Formation Vision and Planning Team:

What we do: This group meets once a month to research 
and plan faith formation opportunities for the adults of the 
parish. Point of Contact: Dr. Cheryl Founier 515-276-2059

AM - Men’s Group:
What we do: AM-Men is a Catholic study group that 
meets (most) Tuesday mornings from 6:30 to 7:30 in the 
Martha and Mary room for coffee, donuts and discussion of 
topics related to Catholicism. All men, whether parishioners 
or not, are invited to participate. Check our website for 
more information! www.am-men.com/Bible Study. Points 
of Contact: Stuart Gardner 515-271-9368, Allen Wilwert 
515-480-8160
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Bible Study:
What we do: A book of the Bible is chosen each fall to 
study. Chapter readings are assigned for each meeting. 
Members study the Bible chapters and a commentary 
on those chapters on their own. During the meeting, the 
chapters are read again and the meaning is discussed. The 
study meets twice a month in the evening for an hour and 
a half. No previous Bible knowledge is needed. Everyone 
is welcome. Point of Contact: Cathy Yuska 515-252-0753

DOLLs:
What we do: We are a Catholic Mother’s group committed 
to living out our Catholic faith in our vocation as mothers. 
We meet twice a month, September through May. Childcare 
is provided. Meetings cover various practical and spiritual 
topics. DOLLs are committed to adhering faithfully to 
the teachings and tenants of our Catholic faith. Through 
friendship, mentoring, modeling, and teaching one another, 
we encourage each woman to embrace her role in both the 
practical and spiritual aspects of the domestic church. Points 
of Contact: Carrie Rowland 515-422-7145

Respect Life Committee:
What we do: Educate about, promote, and defend the 
intrinsic, God-given value, purpose, and sacredness of all 
human life, from the moment of natural conception until 
natural death. Point of contact: Paulette Valdez 515-270-7368

Teams of Our Lady (TOOL):
What we do: TOOL is for married couples wanting to 
better their marriage. All over the world, couples have 
found a way to meet their desire for growth in love and 
faith through the Teams of Our Lady (TOOL) movement. 
A team is a group of five to seven couples who have freely 
decided to join together to find support in their efforts to 
lead Gospel lives. The team meets once a month in each 
other’s homes for a simple meal, scripture, prayer and study 
material on married life and faith in a spirit of friendship 
and support. The team meeting is truly a unique gathering-
lively and enjoyable, yet structured and meaningful. Points 
of Contact: Mitch and Mary Beth Vedane 515-480-6110

RCIA
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA):

What we do: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
is a process for people who want to explore the Catholic 
Church. Anyone is welcome to join us on the spiritual journey 
of learning what it means to be Catholic and follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus Christ. For many people, that journey began 
with their Baptism in another Christian tradition, and for others 
the journey is a brand new way of life. There are four stages in 
the RCIA process. Each one is unique and is celebrated with 
the parish community. The Inquiry is the first stage in which 
people are welcomed and made to feel at home in our parish 
so they can learn in a general way what we believe as a faith 
community who follow Jesus. The Catechumenate is a time 
of more focused and dedicated formation.
The Period of Purification and Enlightenment coincides with 
the season of Lent and is a time for spiritual formation and 
reflection in preparation for the reception of the sacraments 
of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist at the Easter Vigil. 
The final stage of the RCIA process is Mystagogy. This is a 
time for a reflection and deepening of the paschal mystery 
and how they will make it part of their lives by meditation 
on the Gospel, sharing in the Eucharist and doing works 
of charity. Point of Contact: Mary Sue Lone 515-276-2059

Sacramental Formation
Sacrament of Baptism:

What we do: Baptisms are held on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of the month following 11AM Mass. Special 
arrangements may be made by calling or emailing Cindy 
Miller at the parish office and making your request 
276-2059 or cmiller@saintpiuschurch.org. First time 
parents are required to attend a pre-Baptism class. Call 
Cindy to register for the class. Free babysitting is provided 
if needed. Godparents and grandparents are encouraged to 
attend. Points of Contact: Deacon Jim and Mary Houston 
515-681-7259

First Reconciliation & First Communion Preparation:
What we do: Preparation for the Sacraments of First 
Reconciliation and First Communion takes place in 2nd 
Grade. Our young ones are assisted in understanding the 
need for reconciliation in their lives and the importance of 
being fed at the Table of the Lord through time spent in their 
regular religious education sessions. Scripture, prayer and 
other activities assist them in learning about and coming 
to know the love of Jesus. A series of sessions for parents 
of second graders is also held so that parents, the first 
catechists of their children, are more fully involved in the 
young person’s formation for these sacraments. The final 
preparation for First Communion culminates with a retreat 
on a Saturday during the season of Lent, which children 
and parents attend together. To learn about the details of 
the formation process and the retreat please contact
Dr. Cheryl Fournier by calling 278-5684 or emailing to 
cfournier@saintpiuschurch.org.

Confirmation:
What we do: Confirmation Program (High School 
Sophomores), Program Layout: Never before have our 
youth been under such pressure to conform to materialistic 
values of the American culture. They deserve a Confirmation 
process in which the voice of the Gospel is as equally 
compelling. What resulted was a program unlike anything 
in the Diocese of Des Moines. It is a mentor-based program; 
one that is easily individualized and expects more from 
our teens than their simple attendance. This program calls 
our young people to go deeper in their faith and invites 
them to encounter Jesus Christ in a real way. If you are 
interested in learning more about the Confirmation program 
or becoming a mentor please contact Samantha Montang 
in the Faith Formation office at 278-5684, ext. 130 or 
smontang@saintpiuschurch.org.

Sacrament of Marriage:
What we do: One person must be a registered member 
at St. Pius X Church. Contact St. Pius X church office 
(276-2059) at least 6-12 months prior to your wedding 
to inquire about church availability and to begin the 
marriage preparation process. The Des Moines Diocese 
has a minimum 6 month waiting period after contacting 
the church. Latest wedding time on Saturday is 1PM 
because of 3PM reconciliation. Weddings can be scheduled 
Monday thru Friday also, depending upon church and priest 
availability. Rehearsals are usually scheduled for 6PM on 
Friday night for a Saturday wedding, or the night before 
for a wedding on a weekday.
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“Th e Helpful Place”
www.odonnellhardware.com

4808 University Ave.
277-0062

5715 Hickman Rd.
255-2240

2727 Beaver Ave.
279-4245

4770 Merle Hay Road • Des Moines, IA 50322
phone: 515-253-0719 or 800-652-0048
www.hummelsnissan.com

®

Dr. Kyle Mann D.D.S., M.S.

1551 SE 3rd St. Ste. 200
Grimes, IA 50111
Office: (515) 986-4009
Fax: (515) 986-4553
www.mannorthodontics.com
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The wedding coordinator will meet with the bride and groom 
to tour the church and facility and go through our Marriage 
Guidelines and Music Guidelines. The coordinator guides 
the couple through their marriage paperwork and marriage 
preparation classes and ceremony planning. The coordinator 
assists at the rehearsal and is also present all day the day of the 
ceremony to monitor the facility, help with church setup, assist 
the couple and ceremony celebrant and to restore the church 
and rooms to the condition before the marriage ceremony.
From the beginning of creation, God made them male 
and female. For this reason a man shall leave his father 
and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh. (Mark 10:6-8) Point of Contact: Cindy 
Miller 515-276-2059

Children of Catechetical Age (RCIA for Children, Youth 
and Teens):

What we do: This process is for young people age 7 
and older who have not yet been baptized, received First 
Holy Communion or been confirmed. Each young person 
is considered individually to ensure that his/her spiritual 
needs are being met. Young people and their families come 
together once each month to pray, discuss together the role 
of faith, the purpose of the sacraments, and the teachings of 
the Church related to the sacraments and life-long growth 
in the love of the Lord. Children, youth and teens engaged 
in this process are to be enrolled in the appropriate parish 
faith formation process concurrently. The celebration of 
the Sacraments of Initiation is generally celebrated at the 
Easter Vigil each year. For more information contact Dr. 
Cheryl Fournier by calling 278-5684, ext. 130 or e-mail at 
cfournier@saintpiuschurch.org.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word:
What we do: During Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
children are dismissed from the adult assembly to hear 
the Gospel at their level of understanding, talk about its 
meaning for their lives, and enter into prayer with the other 
children gathered. The program is for children 5 years 
old through 10 years old. There is no registration for the 
sessions. The children are called forward and dismissed 
before the readings from scripture during the Sunday 
9AM Mass. They return to the church during the time of 
the collection. The children must be at least 5 years of age 
and able to give their attention to the Minister and Lector. 
Parents may go with a child the first few times to make sure 
that they are able to participate or to help them overcome 
any fear that they (or the parents) may have. Children’s 
Liturgy of the Word volunteers assist approximately one 
time per month to proclaim the scriptures and deliver 
the Homily in a creative manner that is age-appropriate, 
using a variety of suggested resources. Children’s Liturgy 
of the Word occurs in the Archangels Room (lower level of 
the Church) during the 9AM Mass. For more information 
contact Dr. Cheryl Fournier by calling 278-5684, ext. 130 or 
email at cfournier@saintpiuschurch.org. Presently inactive.

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS):
What we do: We provide an environment so that the 
child may fall in love with God. Our prepared Environment 
is called an Atrium. The Atrium is a place of work which 
becomes a conversation with God. The materials in the 
Atrium are attractively displayed inviting the children to 
explore and deepen experiences in their own rhythm. The 
most important characteristic of the materials is their close 
link to the biblical and liturgical sources. We believe that 
the unique relationship between God and the child should 
be assisted by the adult, but is directed by the Spirit of God 
within the child. We further believe that children need their 
own place to foster the growth of that relationship, and that 
the child’s spiritual growth is best served through tangible 
but indirect means. St. Pius X Parish offers Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd for ages 3-12. Presently inactive.

For more information, contact Dr. Cheryl Fournier in the 
parish office at 515-278-5684 or by e-mail at
cfournier@saintpiuschurch.org.

Children’s Faith Formation
What we do: Children in grades 1-6 meet on Wednesday 
evenings from 6-7PM. The curriculum we use is “Finding 
God” published by Loyola Press. Scripture is integrated into 
every lesson in addition to the doctrines of the Catholic faith, 
and the prayers and practices of the Church. The curriculum 
reviews, extends, and reinforces those teachings every year, 
at ever deeper levels, taking into account the maturation of 
the young person. Major feasts and seasons are celebrated, 
including Feast of St. Francis, St. Nicholas, Advent, Lent, Easter, 
and Holy Days. Additional lessons on Bible skills, the Mass and 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation are taught at each grade level. 
Young people in grades 3 through 6 participate in the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation as a community during the season of Lent. 
For more information contact Dr. Cheryl Fournier by calling 
278-5684, ext. 130 or email at
cfournier@saintpiuschurch.org.

The EDGE: Middle School
Youth Ministry

What we do: The EDGE is a Catholic middle school youth 
ministry experience created for early adolescents in grades 
seven and eight. The EDGE is designed to meet the educational, 
spiritual, emotional, and social needs of young adolescents. At 
this age middle school youth are open to good and bad behaviors 
as well as positive and negative ideas. Many of the values and 
beliefs that they held as children are now questioned and 
challenged. As young adolescents they are trying to figure out 
who they are and what they believe. In many respects middle 
school kids are on the edge because so much is going on in 
their lives physically, mentally, spiritually, and socially. It can 
be a very stressful and difficult time for them and their parents.
As a Catholic Community, we are going to give our middle 
school youth The EDGE they need in life: Jesus, The Word, the 
Eucharist, and the Church! Within the context of faith, middle 
school youth are moving from a child-like spirituality to one that 
will hopefully reach its pinnacle, through the work of the EDGE, 
into an adult faith commitment to Jesus Christ and the Catholic 
Community. The EDGE will meet on Wednesday evenings from 
6-7PM in the Martha and Mary Fellowship Hall. Point of Contact: 
Samantha Montang in the Faith Formation Office at
278-5684 ext. 130, or smontang@saintpiuschurch.org
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High School Youth Ministry
SPY (St. Pius Youth Ministry)

What we do: Our hope and vision for SPY is to create an 
environment that helps us all live out our parish mission 
statement: “Love God. Love Others. Make Disciples. Restore All 
Things in Christ.” With our High School students we live that 
out by creating engaging evenings full of large group activities, 
time for communal and personal prayer, and small group time. 
Through weekly small & large group discussions, we explore 
our Catholic Faith, talk freely about what’s happening in our 
lives, and bring to light current issues as well as challenge and 
to encourage one another. All 9-12 graders are invited to join 
us each Wednesday evening from 7-8PM in the Parish Center. 
If you are interested in learning more about how you can use 
your gifts to help out on our Core Teams, or you have a student 
you would like to register, please contact Samantha Montang 
in the parish office or at:
smontang@saintpiuschurch.org or 515-278-5684 ext. 130

Parish Library
What we do: St. Pius X has a church library, St. Jerome’s Library 
(named after the saint who translated the Bible from Greek into 
Latin ) located in the lower level for use by the parishioners of St. 
Pius X. Visit and increase your church knowledge or find some 
positive light reading. We have biblical reference books, books 
on spirituality, prayers, marriage, parenting, morality, theology, 
and several other subjects. We also have books appropriate for 
children and teens. See you there.

Located in the gathering space is St. Jerome’s nook. The nook 
showcases a variety of books on a rotating basis. You will also 
find children’s books there that are a quick “go-to” in the event 
you forgot to bring one, for your young one, to church with you.
Points of Contact: Dr. Cheryl Fournier 515-278-5684, Nina 
Blackford 515-278-8724

Sponsor Couple/Engaged Couple
What we do: We meet with engaged couples. We utilize a 
tool called FOCCUS (Facilitating Open Couple Communication, 
Understanding Study) to identify common problem areas that 
can occur with engaged and married couples. These areas are 
identified and discussed before marriage. Educational/Social 
meetings are held typically twice a year to help provide insight 
into your own marriage, and to meet other sponsor couples in 
other parishes in our Diocese.
Points of Contact: Deacon Jim and Mary Houston 515-681-7256

Pillar of Community

Altar & Rosary JOY (Jesus first, Others second, Yourself 
last)

What we do: St. Pius X Altar & Rosary JOY offers fellowship 
and support. All women are welcomed to programs and 
events and are invited to participate in service projects, while 
continuing their journey of spiritual growth. Members may 
join a Circle-a friendship group that meets for fellowship 
and coordination of service projects or may choose not to be 
associated with a Circle and choose their level of participation. 
Monthly programs, upcoming events and service projects 
that benefit our parish, our community and the world are 
announced in the St. Pius X bulletin and website. Altar & 
Rosary JOY meets the fourth Monday, September-May. The 
Rosary is prayed; a program is presented; and a short business 
meeting is conducted, and refreshments are served. Point of 
Contact: Janet Gastineau 979-6296

Boy Scouts
What we do: Boy Scout Troop 43 meets every Monday 
evening at 7PM. Points of Contact: Dean Parenza 277-9565

Cub Scouts
What we do: Cub Scouting is for boys in the first through 
fifth grades, or 7 to 10 years of age. Cub Scouting focuses 
on building character, improving physical fitness, teaching 
practical skills, and developing a spirit of community 
service. Points of Contact: Jason Weibel 221-4908

Fourth of July Committee
What we do: This project builds community in the parish 
and city as we raise awareness of the St. Pius X family. This 
sponsored activity is fun for families and parishioners of all 
ages. Point of Contact: Parish Office 276-2059

Holy Name Society
What we do: Holy Name is one of the oldest Catholic 
Men’s Organizations in the world, going back to the 13th 
Century. In checking records there are several organizations 
left in the world, however St. Pius X has the only local 
chapter, and has been in existence here for almost fifty 
years. The Holy Name Men’s Group is open to all men 
of the parish, eighteen (18) years of age and older. Each 
current member of the group is eligible to vote and hold 
office. The officers are President, Secretary and Treasurer. 
The group meets the first Monday of each month in the 
Parish Center, August thru June. Yearly dues are $10.00. We 
presently have between 75-100 members. At our meetings 
we always open with a prayer, the Holy Name Pledge, and 
the pledge of allegiance to the flag.

We then conduct a formal business meeting to discuss 
upcoming projects and events. Occasionally we have a 
guest speaker. We then end the evening with a prayer, 
social times and refreshments. Point of Contact: Stan Hurst 
515-360-2256
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Knights of Columbus
What we do: The Knights of Columbus is a fraternal and 
service organization of Catholic men who live out their faith by 
performing works based on our core principles of charity, unity 
and fraternity. We provide mutual aid and assistance to sick, 
disabled and needy members and their families. Our service 
activities focus on the areas of: Church, Community, Family, 
Pro-Life, Vocations and Youth. The Knights are open to all 
practicing Catholic men 18 years of age and older. We meet as 
a council on the first Thursday and third Tuesday of the month 
at the Parish Center. Point of Contact: Joe Barrett 515-346-2737

Couples Bridge
What we do: We meet once a month from September through 
April in a host couple’s home with four couples and play 18 
hands of bridge. Each couple hosts twice during the year. The 
entire group meets in August for a pot luck meal. In December 
we hold a Christmas party and in May we hold a year end 
barbeque where prizes are awarded. Training: Basic knowledge 
of Bridge is needed. Points of Contact: Marie Murphy 276-0361, 
Marie McPartland 278-1164, Presently inactive

Ladies/Couples 500 Club
What we do: We are a social card group that meets the 
second Monday evening of the month, March through 
November, in the Parish Center meeting rooms. We have been 
playing for over 20 years. Tables of four are needed and we 
currently have five tables. A sub list is available. We play 500. 
Points of Contact: Betty Traeger 778-9155, Presently inactive

Newcomer Ministry
What we do: New families that register with the parish 
are contacted by a phone call, followed with an e-mail 
welcoming them to the parish and providing contact 
information for any questions they may have. They also 
receive an invitation to attend the Newcomers Breakfast 
hosted by the Knights of Columbus each quarter. Family 
photographs are taken and displayed in the narthex on the 
newcomer’s kiosk. New parishioners are presented with a 
newcomer’s St. Pius X packet and those with children are 
encouraged to send them to the St. Pius X School. Those 
that are not registered with the parish are asked to join 
and register. Points of Contact: Phil and Juleen McGrath 
276-0808

Pillar of Service

Catholic Charities Ambassadors
What we do: Devoted to offering a helping hand, through 
generosity of time in representing Catholic Charities at the 
parish. Provide encouragement and be a voice to ask others 
to volunteer or make a donation. Communicate information 
within the parish to help challenge assumptions and systems 
which can make it difficult for individuals to improve their 
lives. Sample services include adoptions, counseling, outreach, 
emergency shelters, refugee resettlement and food pantries.
Point of Contact: Mary Houston 515-681-7259

Connection Café
What we do: Plan, prepare and serve the meal on the first 
Thursday of each month to homeless and hungry guests of the 
Connection Cafe hosted at The Cathedral Church of St. Paul 
at 815 High St. in downtown Des Moines. Similarly, we plan, 
prepare and serve the meal on any 5th Saturday of a month 
to homeless and hungry guests of the Supper Club hosted at 
Trinity United Methodist Church at 8th and College in Des 
Moines. We hold our annual planning meeting in the fall but 
anyone can join this ministry at any time during the year.
Point of Contact: Deb Culp 360-2909

Habitat for Humanity
What we do: Greater Des Moines Habitat for Humanity 
partners with St. Pius X and with God’s people in need to build 
hope and a greater Des Moines. In partnership, decent and 
affordable homeownership is provided for qualified low-income 
families. This is a uniquely local and tangible opportunity to 
join in building a better community. St. Pius is participating in 
the Catholic Circle of Faith Habitat Build with St. Francis, Holy 
Trinity and Saints John and Paul. Visit the St. Pius X website for 
more detailed information: www.stpiushome.org
Points of Contact: Jim Cade 270-1044, Dennis Rau 278-4605

Holy Hands
What we do: Holy Hands started in 2010 and is an annual 
light handiwork ministry held each fall on a Saturday. 
Volunteers sign up to give their time to people in our 
community who need help with small projects. These 
projects include raking leaves, washing windows, light 
carpentry, removing trash, cleaning out their garage or 
just going to their house for a visit. Point of Contact: Cindy 
Miller 515-276-2059

Hope and Bereavement Group
What we do: We offer caring and support to those 
mourning the loss of a loved one. Through prayer, scripture, 
shared stories and hospitality we help others carry their 
burden of grief. We do not counsel, and we do not advise, 
we listen with love and kindness. And we pray. We use a 
prepared program, “Seasons of Hope” to guide us through 
four sessions, each lasting six weeks and each with a 
separate guide and participant booklet.
Points of Contact: Vicki Ferin 515-276-2059

Outreach/Homeless Committee
What we do: We help St. Pius X Catholic Church reach 
out to local people who need food, clothing and a place 
to live. This is done in a quiet, personal and private way, 
without discussing in depth the identity of those being 
served. Examples of our work include utility assistance, 
rent and housing assistance, clothing assistance, diapers for 
infant care and assistance for stranded travelers. Contacts 
are made through the Parish Office and forwarded to a 
committee member. Meetings are the first Friday after 8AM 
Mass. Point of Contact: William Murphy 276-0361

Pastoral Care
What we do: We are a health and community resource 
for all age groups. We make visits to hospitals, nursing 
homes and personal residences. We also take Communion 
to the sick and homebound. We have volunteers that drive 
people to Mass on the weekends. Blood drives are hosted 
and we have monthly Lunch and Learns. Point of Contact: 
Vicki Ferin 276-2059
Another very important function that falls under the 
umbrella of Pastoral Care is:
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Martha’s Helper (Funeral Luncheon Preparation)
What we do: Prep for funeral luncheons including 
arranging meat, cheese, relish and cookie trays as well as 
preparing baked beans, coffee and lemonade. We set-up 
serving tables; with plates, silverware, napkins and cups as 
well as place water pitchers and centerpieces on each table. 
Clean up following the luncheon includes washing dishes, 
packaging leftover food and cleaning tables. There is also 
the option to be on a call list to just supply the food needed.
Point of Contact: Vicki Ferin 515-276-2059

Salvation Army Casserole Committee
What we do: Coordinate the bimonthly collection of 
breakfast casseroles to be distributed by the Salvation Army 
Canteen to the hungry and homeless of our community. 
Points of Contact: Joe and Gail Kotval 251-5886

St. Pius X School 
Opportunities

Home and School Association
The Home & School Association may be thought of as the PTA of 
St. Pius X Catholic School. As stated in our bylaws, our objective 
is to promote cooperation between parents and teachers in our 
school. We do this through programs offered to create a greater 
appreciation of Catholic Education. All parents, guardians, and faculty are automatically members 
of Home & School and are encouraged to attend the monthly 
meetings. Involvement in Home & School, allows you, as a 
parent, to be directly involved in decisions impacting your child’s 
education, as well as get to know the teachers, administrators, 
parish representatives, and other parents that are in your child’s 
life. Additionally, by involving yourself in St. Pius X School and 
the Home & School Association, your child will see that you 
value their education.
Point of Contact: Lindsay Opp 515-657-2331
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Please indicate any additional talent or skill that you would like to share with the St. Pius X parish. Thank you.


