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“And this is my prayer:  that your love may increase ever more in 
knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern what is of value, 

with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus 
Christ for the glory and praise of God.” – Philippians 1:9-11
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Saint Ursula Parish
3937 Kirk Ave., Allison Park, PA 15101

(412) 486-6700

MESSAGE FROM THE PRIESTS OF ST. URSULA

Friends in Christ,

As we celebrate the Year of Mercy, we continue to reflect on the blessings 
which we encounter here at St. Ursula Parish: we have the opportunity 
to celebrate the sacraments together, to participate in parish and school 
activities, and to grow in our love of Christ. We give thanks to God for the 
countless ways in which your dedication to Christ, our diocese, and this 
parish gives glory to God!

This Guidebook helps us to recognize the ‘big picture’: we’re not just a 
community of folks who gather at one particular Mass or another, or a 
small group that meets to participate in an activity, or parents of school 
children who are being formed in a CCD program or at a Catholic school. 
In fact, we all share in each of these facets of our lives as Christians! It’s 
our hope that, through your use of this guidebook, you’ll appreciate the 
many ways in which we, as members of St. Ursula Parish, are building a 
vibrant parish brimming with effective ministries that fulfill the mission of 
Jesus and His Church!

Fr. Larry Adams
Fr. Ernest Strelinski
Summer 2016
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Mission Statement
We, the parish community of Saint Ursula, guided by the Holy Spirit, are 
called to continue the mission of Jesus Christ. We dedicate ourselves to the 
fulfillment of this mission by committing to use our varied and abundant 
gifts to serve the Lord and one another through worship, faith formation, 
and education. Centered in Christ, nurtured by the Eucharist, our covenant 
is to extend Christ’s peace and compassion to all.

Schedules
Sunday Mass Schedule

Saturday evening ......................................................................5:00 PM
Sunday ....................................................7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:30 AM

Babysitting available in the school
 each week, during the 9:00 and 11:30 AM Masses.

Baptism
Sunday .....................................................................................1:00 PM

Weekday Mass Schedule
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday .......................................8:00 AM
Thursday (during the school year) ...........................................8:30 AM
First Saturday of the month ......................................................8:00 AM
 .......................................................... All Saturdays of Advent and Lent

Holy Day Mass Schedule ..................................................7:30 PM Vigil
 ................................................................8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 7:30 PM

Reconciliation
 Saturday 11:00 AM - 12:00 Noon, 4:30 PM

 ................................................................................. (Daily by Request)

Parish Offices
Monday - Thursday ................................................. 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Friday ......................................................................9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
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Saint Ursula Church and School
A Sketch of St. Ursula’s More Than 100 Year History
A group of parishioners living in the Allison Park area belonging to 
St. Mary’s Pine Creek asked for a church nearby. Bishop Regis Canevin 
established St. Ursula Parish on December 22, 1908, with the opening 
Mass on January 1, 1909. The first pastor was Father Joseph Rossman. A 
frame house was purchased for the first rectory the following year. As the 
school began in 1911, that structure housed the School Sisters of Notre 
Dame, who arrived in 1919 to assume the work of St. Ursula School.

Meanwhile Father H.J. Killmeyer succeeded Father Rossman as pastor 
in 1917 and served for 33 years. As the congregation grew in Hampton 
Township and nearby areas, plans were made to succeed the small structure 
with the present church building that was dedicated on Thanksgiving Day 
in 1928. In the early days of the post-World War II, the parish grew rapidly. 
In May of 1950, after long years of service, Father Killmeyer died suddenly. 
Father Herman Heilman succeeded him in June of 1950, and planned 
shortly after for a new school, that occurred in two phases — 1954 and 
1956. Early in the growth period of the “fifties” (1953), the Vincentian 
Sisters of Charity became the teaching staff of the new school.

The Golden Jubilee of the parish was celebrated by priests and people 
with Bishop (later Cardinal) John Wright as principal celebrant of the 
anniversary Mass.

In the mid-1960s Father Heilman directed the construction of the current 
rectory and priests’ residence. Through the ’60s, ’70s, and ’80s to the present, 
the parish grew in numbers as well as in programs when assistant pastors 
were assigned. In sequence, they were Fathers Robert Wallace, Joseph Grosko, 
John Wersing, Philip Donatelli, Nicholas Spirko, James Garvey, Albert Leonard, 
Stephen Palsa and the present Parochial Vicar, Father Ernest Strelinski, who 
celebrated his Golden Jubilee in May 2015.

Father Heilman was pastor until his death in 1969, followed briefly by Father 
Herman Walter, then by Father Henry Petrie (June 1970-November 1995).

The influence of the Second Vatican Council brought growth and structural 
changes to parish life everywhere. The CCD program grew and several lay 
teachers became faculty members of the school. The participation of lay 
persons in worship roles increased over this period, as well as leadership 
roles in a variety of parish committees and organizations. Father Petrie 
guided the renewal of the church sanctuary area with a new altar, 
tabernacle, furnishings, and lighting. All was brought to completion with 
the dedication of the woodcarving of Our Lady of Guadalupe in 1981.
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Lawrence H. Bock, F.D., Supervisor
Emily E. Bock, F.D.
R. Dennis Hughes, F.D.
Kenneth L. Rush, F.D.

Phone (412) 486-8500
WWW.BOCKLTD.COM

1500 Mt. Royal Boulevard
Glenshaw, PA 15116-2294

Serving the Community Since 1868

Bock Funeral Home, Ltd.

King Funeral Home
& Cremation Services, Inc.

Committed to providing families with service 
and support before, during and after a funeral.

www.kingfuneralhome.com

James A. Trivoli, FD 
Supervisor

2841 Woodland Circle
Allison Park, PA 15101

(724) 443-2500

• Best Pizza & Antipasto• Best Pizza & Antipasto
• Available for Larger Groups• Available for Larger Groups
• Banquet & Catering Available• Banquet & Catering Available
• Over 40 Years in Business• Over 40 Years in Business

Visit our Visit our 
website website 

for weekly for weekly 
specialsspecials

www.caseysfamilyrestaurant.comwww.caseysfamilyrestaurant.com

3008 Rte. 8 • Allison Park3008 Rte. 8 • Allison Park
412-486-0200412-486-0200

http://www.kingfuneralhome.com
http://www.caseysfamilyrestaurant.com
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These updating elements were completed in time for the 75th anniversary 
celebration of the Parish when Auxiliary Bishop John B. McDowell served 
as principal celebrant and homilist. Over the next 25 years, St. Ursula 
continued to grow and carry on the mission of all those who came before. In 
November 1995, Fr. Harry Petrie celebrated his Golden Jubilee and retired. 
Rev. Garrett Dorsey was appointed successor.

With Father Dorsey as pastor and Father Strelinski as associate, the 
congregation began to look toward the future and the challenges facing 
an aging church. At Father’s invitation, a group gathered in early 1998 
resulting in the formation of a “Master Plan” that was approved in spring 
2002. This Plan was a comprehensive vision for the parish’s future arising 
from a detailed investigation and evaluation of the present use of current 
facilities and buildings.

During this period, St. Ursula Parish members made progress 
implementing this vision for facilities improvement. The first phase of the 
Master Plan was completed. This included a new parking lot beside the 
church that provided convenient access for disabled persons, new doors 
and patio areas leading to and opening up the church social hall, and 
creation of accessible entrances to the school building.

Early in 2011, with the aid of the Building Committee and the Finance 
Council, we concluded that our next project should be the renewal of the 
church building itself. After many design and approval steps, construction 
began in the Fall of 2012 and was completed in the Spring of 2013. The 
main components of the building project included: a new roof; work on the 
electrical, air-conditioning, and heating systems; renovations to the sanctuary 
around the altar; an addition to the parking lot side allowing for a covered 
entry way to the body of the church; a stairway and elevator to the lower hall 
to provide accessibility to all; and renovations to the church social hall. The 
church was rededicated on June 13, 2013 when Bishop David Zubik served as 
principal celebrant and homilist.

With the renovations complete, Fr. Dorsey retired in July 2015 after serving 
the diocese for over 50 years. Upon his retirement, Fr. Aaron Kriss was 
named pastor. In July 2016, Fr. Kriss was reassigned and Fr. Larry Adams was 
appointed Administrator.

Many times throughout its long history, St. Ursula’s parishioners have built 
and rebuilt. Following that tradition, even in this 21st century, not much 
has changed in that respect. Like Catholics over the decades, guided by 
the Holy Spirit, we further the mission of Jesus Christ. Using our gifts and 
talents, we continue to pray, to grow, to teach, to serve, and to worship as 
community—and to be a presence in this community—if God wills—for 
the next hundred years.
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Saint Ursula School
St. Ursula Parish, established in 1908, was followed shortly thereafter 
by the establishment of St. Ursula School in 1911 with a construction of 
a two-room school facility. From 1916-1953 the School Sisters of Notre 
Dame from Baltimore staffed the school. In 1953, the Vincentian Sisters 
of Charity continued the staffing of the school as a new building was 
constructed. Increasing enrollment in 1957 made it necessary to add a 
three story classroom wing.

The dedication of the religious who staffed the school from its beginning 
is augmented today by the dedication of lay teachers who staff our school. 
The task of the Catholic school teacher is one of co-responsibility with 
parent, teacher, and the faith community playing a very important role 
in the development of the children entrusted to their care. As the school 
philosophy statement so aptly puts it, “The administration, faculty, staff, 
and parents cooperatively aim to educate the children entrusted to their 
care by fostering a personal relationship between the child and Jesus in a 
program of moral development.”

St. Ursula School offers classes for a full day kindergarten as well as a full 
day Ready-K program for four year olds, with a first through eighth grade 
program. A wide variety of extracurricular programs and activities which 
complement the state required coursework and sacramental programs, as 
well as supplementing the curriculum itself, are offered. These “extras” 
range from band, forensics, computers, robotics, musical theater, PJAS, and 
youth choir, to sports such as basketball, cheer leading, cross country, and 
soccer. All classrooms are equipped with wired and wi-fi internet access, and 
students use Chromebooks and iPads to supplement their curriculum. 

For parents who need that option to fit today’s busy schedules, the school 
offers before school care beginning at 7:30 AM and after school care until 
6:00 PM.

St. Ursula School welcomes students from a variety of Catholic parishes and 
faith traditions. The school’s strong focus on Christian values in the Catholic 
tradition forms children to be strong, moral leaders in today’s world. 

Contact: Mrs. Judy Riegelnegg ............................ (412) 486-5511 (school)
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Parish Staff
Fr. Larry Adams ....................................................................... Adminstrator

Rev. Ernest J. Strelinski .........................................................Parochial Vicar

Rev. Mr. Richard D. Ernst  .................................................................Deacon

Mrs. Lale Virostek ....Religious Education Administrator and Youth Coordinator

Mr. Christopher Brewer ..................................................... Director of Music

Mrs. Joyce Carney .......................................................... Financial Secretary

Mrs. Roberta Tabacek .......................................................... Parish Secretary

School Staff
Mrs. Judy Riegelnegg .....................................Principal, Saint Ursula School

Mrs. Theresa Leskovec  ...................................................... School Secretary
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Worship Education/Spiritual Parish Management Community 
Altar Servers 
Eucharistic Ministers 
Lectors 
Ushers 
Music Ministry 
Decorating 
Committee 
Welcome Committee 

Bible Study 
Adult Education 
(RCIA) 
Library Committee 
Religious Education 
Youth Ministry 
Men’s Retreat Group 
Women’s Retreat 
Group 
Respect Life 

Pastoral Council 
Finance Council 
School Advisory 
Council (SAC) 
Shopping Card 
Program 
Communications 
Committee 
Events Committee 
Grounds & 
Maintenance 
Committee 

Christian Mothers – 
Guild 
St. Vincent de Paul 
Society 
Bingo 
Festival 
Allison Park AARP 

Groups and Activities
St. Ursula is a very active parish with a number of groups and activities 
which can be divided into four main categories:

The groups and activities are described in more detail in the pages that follow. 
If you are interested in learning more about a particular group or activity, please 
reach out to one of the contacts listed for that group/activity.

Worship
Altar Servers
From the early church to the present time, whenever the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass was offered, there was someone to assist the priest, to prepare 
the altar, light the candles, make the responses, hold the book, present 
the water and wine, and put everything away after Mass. Interested youth 
can begin serving in fourth grade and may continue into their high school 
years. Adult servers for 7:30 AM Sunday Mass and/or for Funerals are 
most welcome.

Contact: Deacon Rick Ernst .................................... (412) 486-6700, ext. 7

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Eucharistic Ministers assist the priest at the Mass in the distribution of 
Holy Communion and may also assist in bringing Holy Communion to the 
elderly and home-bound members of the parish.

Contact: Deacon Rick Ernst .................................... (412) 486-6700, ext. 7

Lectors
Lectors make the public proclamation of God’s Word during Masses on 
Sunday, holy days, and special feasts. They usually do two readings, and 
lead in the community’s presentation of petitions. They also serve the 
broader needs of the parish through public announcements. Training and 
support are provided for those who are interested once they have met 
diocesan requirements.

Contact: Thecla Eger ......................................................... (724) 444-3407
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Parish Benefactors
McTighe’s Garden/Market
McTighe’s Beer Distributor

1609 Route 8, Glenshaw
(412) 486-1909 - M • (412) 486-3322 - B

We Welcome Your Patronage

Our service technicians have received their
Protecting God’s Children certifi cates.

724-898-2587 • 724-285-8507
530 Steiner Bridge Rd. • Valencia, PA 16059

www.kennihans.com

WE SELL • SERVICE • REPAIR • CARE
Serving Northern Allegheny & Butler County Since 1969
• Locally Owned and Operated
• Service All Makes and Models
• 24 Hour Emergency Service

• Indoor Air Quality Specialists
• Geothermal
• Radiant Floor Heat

“We treat your home like it’s our own.”

DID YOU KNOW WE ARE
YOUR ONE STOP SHOP?
PLUMBING | HEATING | COOLING

PA LIC #007817

http://www.kennihans.com
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Ushers
Ushers carry out a number of tasks to help the parishioners of St. Ursula 
Parish. They greet the people as they enter for Mass. If needed, they find 
seating when the church is full, help those who may be handicapped, 
and assist anyone who takes ill. In addition to these items, the ushers 
are responsible for collecting the offertory and bringing the gifts to the 
parishioners who are taking the gifts to the altar. Finally, they do a number 
of little tasks, such as opening and closing the windows, turning the lights 
on and off, straightening hymn books for the next Mass, and locking up 
after the last Mass. To be an usher requires a commitment to be present at 
a particular Mass. Both men and women are welcome to be ushers.

Contact: Paul Wolf ............................................................ (412) 486-7820

Music Ministry
“One who sings prays twice.” This phrase, preached by St. Augustine in 
one of his sermons, captures the essence of our liturgical worship. It is 
often misstated that ‘Music enhances liturgy.’ This is not true: ...........Music 
is liturgy, an inseparable aspect of all Catholic traditions. Our musical 
acts in our liturgy represent the collective and collaborative sacrifice, one 
mandated by God in the Psalms. St. Ursula is blessed with an active and 
diverse music program, and is always looking for new members.

Traditional Choir - This choir sings most Sundays between September 
and May and rehearses on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 PM. They also 
sing at Holy Day liturgies (such as Christmas, Good Friday, Ascension, 
etc.) and festival liturgies celebrated by St. Ursula Parish (like the annual 
Remembrance Mass, the Anointing Mass, Confirmation, etc.).

Children’s Choir - Planting the seeds for the idea that ‘music is 
liturgy,’ the Children’s Choir represents the youngest musicians in 
the parish. Drawing both from the Parish and the School, the group 
rehearses on Monday and sings once a month between September and 
May, as well as on Christmas Eve, Easter, and other Holy Days. The 
members of this choir also participate in the annual ‘Catholic Schools 
Mass’ and First Communion service. This choir is open to students 
from 1st through 6th grade.

Children’s Handbell Choir - This ensemble is open to students 
in grades 2-8. The choir plays once a month and on occasion joins 
with the adult handbell choir. Any student is welcome to join. Music 
reading skills are not necessary. We learn it all together!

Handbell Choir - The Handbell Choir rehearses on Monday 
evenings from 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM and rings once a month between 
September and May, as well as on Christmas Eve and Holy Days. The 
handbell choir also travels and performs community concerts as well. 
New members are always welcome.
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Cantors - Guiding the assembly through acclamations, psalms, and 
hymns by which we praise our Creator, the cantor executes a critical 
role in the liturgy. The cantors meet with Christopher Brewer for 
individual preparation as needed.

Instrumentalists - Instrumentalists are always welcome to 
play during the Liturgies at St. Ursula. All ages and skill levels are 
welcome! Contact Christopher Brewer to schedule a rehearsal time.

Contact: Director of Music, Christopher Brewer ................ (412) 486-6700

Decorating Committee
The Decorating Committee is responsible for visually preparing the 
church to reflect and focus on the meaning of the liturgical season. The 
Decorating Committee is made up of volunteers who help with floral 
arranging, the crafting and assembly of décor, placement of greens, and 
various other tasks. The decorating budget is funded by donations to the 
Flower Fund at Christmas and Easter.

Contacts: Chair - Kathy Jacobs ........................................... (412) 486-2499
  Co-Chair - Diane Eastly ....................................... (412) 486-3652

Education/Spiritual
Bible Study Group
The sacred Word of God and the Holy Eucharist are our most precious 
gifts. The Bible Study Group usually meets weekly from September to May 
to explore passages and themes from the Bible which stimulate reflection, 
discernment, and lively, open discussion. Even though the weekly sessions 
are interrelated, each Tuesday evening gathering “stands alone”. The 
sessions are both structured and informal to encourage exchanges of 
thoughts and interpretations to deepen understanding of the Scriptures. A 
group member volunteers to lead a session following a study guide; short 
passages are read and questions are posed. Not all, but most attendees 
participate in discussions, but all listen and are opened to discovery. There 
is a ‘textbook’ for each series which is ordered for each participant when 
registering. Please consider joining us on a Tuesday evening for a session, or 
become a regular member. We meet at 7:00 PM in the Parish Social Hall and 
finish between 8:00 PM and 8:30 PM.

Contact: Jean McNally ...................................................... (412) 486-6589
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Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
The RCIA program is designed for persons who wish to enter into full 
sacramental communion with the Catholic Church. Some who enter the 
program have not yet received all the sacraments of initiation, and wish to 
be fully initiated into the Church through reception of the Eucharist and the 
sacrament of Confirmation. Some are members of non-Catholic Christian 
communities, and wish to come into full union with the Catholic Church. 
Some have never been part of a Christian community, and wish to be 
baptized and fully integrated into the Catholic Church. The Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults is a program in which those who seek Christ will have the 
opportunity to learn what the Catholic Church teaches, and to enter into a 
relationship with Christ and His Church.

Contact: Fr. Larry Adams ........................................... (412) 486-6700, ext. 4 

Religious Education
St. Ursula Parish offers a robust, structured CCD program which enables 
and encourages students to learn more about their faith and provides them 
with a variety of opportunities to exercise their faith through service to the 
Church and community. The CCD program has offerings for children as 
young as 3 years of age through 8th grade.

Age 3 through Kindergarten - Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, 
Sundays, September through May. This instruction is Montessori, 
experience-based method of education. It takes place in a specially 
prepared environment called The Atrium where children can focus on 
the treasures of our faith - Scripture and liturgy. Each session includes 
a presentation (about the Mass, the life of Christ, a sacrament, a 
parable, etc.), individual work time, and communal prayer.
Grades 1 through 8 - Sunday mornings, 10:15 AM-11:15 AM, 
September through May. There are four Saturday sessions, in lieu 
of Sunday, for special instruction, Reconciliation, and large group 
sessions in Advent and Lent. The spiral curriculum builds each year to 
provide a better understanding of our Pillars of Faith, the Creed, Prayer, 
Sacraments, and Morality. Our teachers partner with parents to offer 
varied opportunities to exercise the faith through service to the Church 
and community.

Contact: Lale Virostek  ...................................................... (412) 486-3374
 
Youth Ministry
St. Ursula offers youth the opportunity to participate in the life of the 
parish through age-appropriate spiritual, service, and social activities, 
such as a week-long mission trip, Youth Nights, Lovewalk for the Poor, etc. 
The youth staff two booths at the weeklong parish festival. Many gather 
monthly to make and sell donuts. The proceeds go toward service activities 
and sponsorship of youths in third world environments.

Contact: Lale Virostek ....................................................... (412) 486-3374
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Men’s Retreat Group
The mission of the Men’s Retreat Group is to bring together men who truly 
become brothers-in-Christ by providing a special time to be with God, 
including the opportunity to rest in the Spirit and have a quiet place to 
communicate with God.

The Men’s Retreat Group attends an annual retreat at the Saint Paul of 
the Cross Retreat Center on a weekend (Friday evening through Sunday 
afternoon) toward the end of January. The retreat is a terrific way to 
spend the weekend with other men of the Catholic faith. It is a wonderful 
experience to bond with the men in our parish as well as meet men from 
other parishes and all learn together as we all take the quiet time to reflect 
on our faith. Is has become a wonderful father and son tradition over the 
years. Also, the group meets on the first Saturday of each month for mass 
and the rosary, praying for world peace, followed by a fellowship breakfast.

Contacts: Steve Baron ........................................................ (412) 486-3091
  Mike Jaconski ..................................................... (412) 486-2857
  Gary Regan ......................................................... (412) 487-6582
  Dave Sharick ....................................................... (412) 364-7851
  Todd Havekotte................................................... (412) 486-4350

Women’s Retreat Group
The mission of the Women’s Retreat Group is to renew ourselves to find 
the peace that we need, the inner peace to carry on. It also provides us 
with the opportunity to get to know and share with other ladies of the 
parish. Annual activities include a weekend retreat in the fall at the Saint 
Paul of the Cross Retreat Center.

Contact: Janice Welsh ....................................................... (412) 487-6339

Library Committee
The mission of the Library Committee is to help people to learn about their 
Catholic faith. The library includes CDs from the Mary Foundation and 
Lighthouse Catholic Media for $3 (to help subsidize the library), and a lending 
library comprised of Catholic titles including but not limited to reference 
books and study guides, biographies, books on prayer, Catholic history, and 
contemporary books from the Dynamic Catholic. The Library Committee is 
always open to new members.

Contacts: Joanne Sekerak ................................................... (412) 366-7258
  Matt Stimmel ...................................................... (412) 708-7762
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Respect Life Committee
The Respect Life Committee promotes a genuine respect for human life at 
all stages of life through consciousness raising activities. Activities include: 
praying for the unborn, their mothers and abortionists; videotaping 
programs for parish organizations and other interested parties; sponsoring 
a bus to the annual Right to Life March in Washington, D.C.; and 
promoting political action by encouraging letter writing campaigns to 
congressmen and legislators on right to life issues. Some members join 
peaceful and legally organized picketing of abortion clinics.

Contact: Janet Fisher ........................................................ (412) 487-7340

Parish Management
Pastoral Council
This body serves to bring to the pastor and members of the parish a 
broader sense of the purpose of the parish and an appreciation of what 
the parish can become. The appointed members work to see how the 
various elements and groups of the parish may achieve the stated mission 
of the parish. Its goal is to share that vision with the parish and suggest 
the means of accomplishing that vision in practical ways according to the 
purpose of each group and ministry. Members are selected for three year 
terms which are renewable. They meet on a monthly basis.

Contact: Parish Office...........................................................412-486-6700

Members: Marie Anna, Ron Belski, Marlyn Carle, Deacon Rick Ernst, 
Jan Kowalski, Dave Lakatos, Jane Ann Regan, Suzanne Romanelli, Bob 
Ruzanic, Dave Sharick

Finance Council
This body reviews the financial statements of parish and school on a monthly 
basis, seeks background information on the financial condition of the parish, 
periodically reviews all the funds of the parish, has oversight on money 
handling practices (e.g., Sunday collections), prepares the yearly budget for 
church and reviews the budget for the school, and prepares the parish annual 
report. The reports are prepared per diocesan requirements. Members serve 
four year terms.

Contacts: Gary Regan ......................................................... (412) 487-6582
  Frank Hoist ......................................................... (412) 492-8474
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School Advisory Council (SAC)
The School Advisory Council of St. Ursula Parish was created in August 
2009 under the guidelines set forth by the Diocese of Pittsburgh. School 
Advisory Councils do not have the power to enact policy, but exist to offer 
advice, guidance, and support to the Pastor and Principal, in specific areas 
as requested by the Pastor and Principal. Such advice and assistance are 
especially encouraged in the areas of public relations, student retention 
and recruitment, fundraising and development, and the strengthening 
of parental and community support of the school. The Principal is 
responsible for the operation of the school and its programs and he or she 
is accountable to the Pastor.

Contacts: Co-Presidents: Jesicca Acuna, Pat Joseph
  Secretary: Laura Hauser
  Finance: Sara Britt
  Athletic Association: Colleen Ruefle 
  Funding and Opportunities: Jeryl Benson, Pat Joseph
  Student Life: Laura Hauser

Shopping Card Program
Volunteers contribute to the sale of a wide variety of retail shopping cards. 
These cards are sold and used at face value. When purchased by St. Ursula 
School and Church at a discount, they add up to a valuable source of 
income. Shopping cards are sold at the school office during the week, and 
volunteers sell them in the church after Masses on the weekends.

Contacts: School: Deanna Schneider  .................................. (412) 736-9136    
  Church: Jesicca Acuna ........................................ (612) 212-8110

Communications Committee
The mission of the Communications Committee is to use appropriate 
methods of communication to reach a variety of audiences in order to 
increase awareness and participation in parish activities. The committee 
is intended to serve as a resource to the other parish groups to help them 
“get the word out”.

The group meets monthly and is primarily responsible for the bi-monthly 
newsletter and weekly Utv updates. The group is also working to refresh 
the parish’s website. New members and new ideas are always welcome.

Members: Elaine Ashcom, Patrice Bilenski, Marian Dougan, Flo Hursen, 
Jan Kowalski, Suzanne Romanelli, Joanne Sekerak, Matt Stimmel, Rachel 
Stimmel, Scott Stimmel, Barbara Wally
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Events Committee
Members organize fellowship and fundraising activities for the parish, e.g., 
picnic, craft fair, annual Gala Dinner and Reverse Raffle, pot lucks (New 
Year’s Eve and Palm Sunday), etc. New members and new ideas are always 
welcome!

Members: Joanne Anderson, Loretta Bindernagel, Marlyn Carle, 
Janet Hanson, Cam Hick, Mary Jaconski, Paula Johnston, Mary Kane, 
Jan Kowalski, Michelle Lakatos, Mary Ellen Plowey, Earl Vierheller, 
Gerrie Vierheller, Lale Virostek

Grounds & Maintenance Committee
Members meet with the Pastor on a periodic basis to review possible 
maintenance projects around the St. Ursula campus and assist vetting 
possible vendors for work that cannot be completed by the committee 
members. Skilled tradespeople would be welcome additions to the group!

Members: Tim Hanna, Brian Johnston, Jan Kowalski, Butch Sekerak

Community
St. Ursula Christian Mothers-Guild
The Confraternity of Christian Mothers was established in France on 
May 1, 1850 and found its way into America by 1881. St. Ursula Parish 
established a confraternity in 1951 with 126 charter members. In 1978 
our Board of Directors initiated a change to include single women in 
the organization and in 1982 the official name changed to St. Ursula 
Confraternity of Christian Mothers-Guild.

The object of the Christian Mothers is the Christian home education of 
children. It plans to unite all Christian women, married, widowed and single, 
who are willing to assist one another to attain its purposes. Members are 
encouraged to undertake the important task of training and sanctifying the 
young entrusted to their care, and grow to maturity of faith. Spiritual activities 
include meeting as a group for the rosary, Mass, and special prayers for 
children, plus an annual Meager Meal Evening of Reflection. 
Members participate in various home and foreign mission projects. Social 
activities include programs or entertainment following the meetings. All 
women are invited to attend and join the Christian Mothers-Guild.

Contacts: President - Judy Hays Daw ................................. (412) 486-0302
  Vice President - Virginia Cameron....................... (412) 366-7611
  Recording Secretary - Trish Halli ........................ (412) 487-5259
  Corresponding Secretary - Kathy Jacobs ............. (412) 486-2499
  Treasurer - Sally Schneider ................................. (412) 487-0848
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St. Vincent de Paul Society, St. Ursula Conference
Originally founded in Paris, France in 1833, its name was taken from a 
French Priest (1580-1660) dedicated to caring for the poor. Our focus 
is persons and families requesting financial, food, and other temporary 
assistance who live within the parish area without regard to religious or no 
affiliation. Client’s typically contact the parish office and are then referred 
to us by phone. Urgent or emergency situations are addressed immediately. 
Clients outside our area are referred to an appropriate conference. Members 
do home visits in pairs to assess each situation, which is the tradition, 
originating in the command of Jesus to his apostles. Funds are obtained 
from periodic collections in church, plus donations in the poor boxes at two 
church entrances. Additional volunteers are always welcome. 
Contact: Parish Office........................................................ (412) 486-6700

Bingo
The Parish Bingo is held in the school cafeteria every Tuesday evening 
at 7:00 PM. The proceeds from the bingo provide support for St. Ursula 
School. The bingo is smoke free and is open to everyone 18 years and older.

The bingo relies completely on volunteers. Many have volunteered on a 
weekly basis for the last several years. School parents take turns working 
at particular bingos. Each grade is assigned a month for the parents to 
either work at the bingo or supply something for the refreshment stand. 
All players and volunteers are welcome.

Contact: Bob Jarvis ........................................................... (412) 486-1591

Saint Ursula Annual Parish Festival
The annual Parish Festival begins on Memorial Day and runs for six 
consecutive nights. The kiddie rides, games of chance, flea market, 
delicious foods, and special events are a community-wide event which 
brings enjoyment to all age groups. The Festival is one of St. Ursula’s 
largest fundraisers, supporting both the church and the school. Help 
is always welcome and needed in many different areas. This is a great 
opportunity to meet your neighbors and fellow parishioners.

Contacts: Jim Kane ............................................................. (412) 486-6768
  Mary Kane .......................................................... (412) 486-6768
  Fran Deah ........................................................... (412) 486-9446
  Bob Fagan ........................................................... (412) 486-1226
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Allison Park Area AARP #3736 at St. Ursula
This organization uses the facilities of St. Ursula for their meetings. 
The basic mission of the AARP is to keep senior citizens aware of what 
is available to them. The meetings are held the second Thursday of the 
month at 7:30 PM and include entertainment and/or a guest speaker. 
(Note that meetings are not held in June or July.) There are many and 
varied committees that are available for anyone to join. They also are 
involved in community outreach (e.g., donating food to the food bank) as 
well as taking trips to various places. You do not have to be a member of 
St. Ursula Parish to join the AARP.

Contacts: President - Ruth Weinman .................................. (724) 443-0647
  Vice President - Mary Ellen Plowey ..................... (412) 486-3019
  2nd Vice President - Jack Winschel ..................... (412) 366-2388

Other Community Services
McKnight Meals on Wheels - This valuable service to persons in their 
homes requires volunteers for food preparation and home delivery (usually 
one day a month). Regular and substitute volunteers are needed.

Contact: McKnight M.O.W. ................................................ (412) 487-4088

North Hills Community Outreach (NHCO) Food Pantry - This 
valuable resource for the community is on the grounds of St. Paul 
Methodist Church on Ferguson Rd. Volunteers are needed for maintaining 
food-shelves and helping distribution.

Contact: NHCO ................................................................. (412) 487-6316

Anchorpoint Counseling Services - Formerly North Hills Youth 
Ministry, this non-profit provides counseling for youth, adults, and 
families. Volunteers are needed as tutors for elementary and high school 
students. Located off Ross Park Mall Drive.

Contact: Anchorpoint Counseling Services ........................ (412) 366-1300


