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Saint Bernadette Catholic Church
1479 Locust Lake Rd., Amelia, OH 45102

513-753-5566

Dear members of our St. Bernadette family,

Welcome to our annual Guide Book and Directory. I hope you find this to 
be a convenient listing of parish membership, organizations, and activities. 
As we at St. Bernadette continue to welcome new members, may we grow, 
not only in numbers, but in our love and our discipleship. May this little 
book encourage and aid us as we seek to live out our faith in Jesus Christ, 
remembering that we do so together, as brothers and sisters in the Lord.

We are able to present this Guide Book and Directory to you at no cost, 
thanks to the generosity of its advertisers. Please remember them and 
support them as you are able.

May God continue to bless us – as a parish, as a community, as a family!

Fr. Tim Ralston, Pastor

Mission Statement
St. Bernadette - a Welcoming Catholic Community,

Worshipping God and Serving our Neighbor.
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Parish Staff
513-753-5566

Pastor: Fr. Tim Ralston ................ TRalston@stbameliaparish.org – ext. 102
Parish Secretary: Katie Normand ... knormand@stbameliaparish.org – ext. 101
Business Manager/Safety Environment Coordinator: Mark Armstrong
  ........................................ marmstrong@stbameliaparish.org – ext. 103
Assistant Bookkeeper: Lisa Casavant
  .............................................lcasavant@stbameliaparish.org – ext. 401
Music Coordinator: Bob Bridges ............................................513-302-6687
Coordinator of Evangelization & Faith Formation: Mike Kleshock
  ...........................................mkleshock@stbameliaparish.org – ext. 105
Director of Youth Evangelization & Stewardship: Matt Young
  ...............................................myoung@stbameliaparish.org – ext. 104 

School Staff
513-753-4744

Principal: Lizanne Ingram ........ lingram@stbernadetteamelia.org – ext. 117
Academic Director of Pre-School: Megan Neuhaus
  ......................................mneuhaus@stbernadetteamelia.org – ext. 107
Secretary: Joyce Ell ......................... jell@stbernadetteamelia.org – ext. 116
Maintenance: John Dickhaus

St. Bernadette Websites
www.StBAmeliaParish.org
www.StBAmeliaSchool.org

Facebook.com/StBAmeliaParish
Download our app at myparishapp.com

Liturgical Celebrations
Eucharist: Saturday 5:00 pm; Sunday 8:00 am & 11:00 am

Weekdays: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 8:15 am, Thursday: 
7:00 pm, Saturday 8:15 am.

Holy Days: See Bulletin

Confessions: Thursdays 5:30-6:30 pm; Saturdays 9:00-10:00 am & 
3:00-4:00 pm.

Eucharistic Chapel: Open daily from 7:00 am to 8:30 pm. Closed 
during Mass times.

Eucharistic Adoration (Church): First Friday of each month from 
7:00 to 8:00 pm.

Parish Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, 
Fridays 8:30 am-12:45 pm. Closed all US Holidays and Holy days.
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A Bit of Parish History
The parish began with the purchase on May 27, 1944 of five acres that 
included the present-day Grotto. First Mass was celebrated there by 
founding pastor Fr. Claude Nevin on D-Day, June 6, 1944. Within five 
months, acreage had increased to approximately 65 acres. Early support 
came from the Mater Ecclesia [music] Society, a great interest of Fr. Nevin, 
and also from several Price Hill Catholics, who owned weekend retreats 
at nearby Locust Lake. Also in 1944, three Sisters of Charity began the 
parish school in two rooms of a farmhouse, adjacent to which was added 
the “temporary” church; the latter was built by Francis Stievenard and 
completed also in 1944. “St. Bernadette” was chosen as our patroness 
possibly in honor of Francis’ sister Bernadette, or (more likely) because 
of Fr. Nevin’s great devotion to the Virgin Mary. (He made a pilgrimage 
to Lourdes France, returning with a “barrel” of healing water, and had 
the Grotto built [1948] after having successfully prayed to Mary for good 
festival weather.)

Despite early and persistent financial difficulties, facilities were 
modernized and expanded. The Parish Dining Hall, for example, once also 
served as the school bus garage. In 1956, under the capable leadership of 
Fr. Bernard Piening, a brick six-room school was added to the farmhouse. 
Fr. Francis Buddelmeier (1958-1965) led the construction of the Convent 
(now Pre-School/pastor’s residence) and Rectory (now offices/meeting 
space). Made possible by a major bequest by John Ventura (died 1994), 
Ventura Hall (gym and multi-use space) opened in 1996; for some thirteen 
years Sunday Eucharist was celebrated in that unglamorous setting.
In 2000, enrollment had expanded beyond school capacity; six modular 
classrooms were purchased with a significant Archdiocesan loan. 
Subsequent school difficulties (long ago resolved!) led to a loss of both 
school and parish participation, further challenging parish finances.

2002 saw a major fund drive to replace the aging and cramped 
“temporary” mission church. Although some $600,000.00 was raised, 
permission (and loan) to build was denied because of the parish’s unstable 
financial situation.

In 2008, members again responded generously in a final attempt to build 
the desperately needed new church. Fervent petitions that began in 1944 
culminated in a weekly, parish-wide prayer during 2007-2008; in November 
2008 parishioners made a pilgrimage to Lourdes France and prayed to 
Bernadette, our patroness. Later that month, permission to build was 
granted, followed by a large anonymous gift. On November 22, 2009 the 
new St. Bernadette Church—entirely paid for—was dedicated by Archbishop 
Pilarczyk. A miracle had unfolded, and continues to inspire our parish.



St. Bernadett e Parish Guide Book & Directory

4

Pastoral Council
Pastoral Council advises the Pastor about the overall mission and well-
being of the parish. Listening to the Lord, the pastor, and fellow parish 
members, Council helps to evaluate parish life and plan for its future. 
Pastoral Council has a critical lay leadership role at St. Bernadette Parish. 
Each October, the parish discerns two new members for a three year term; 
the pastor also appoints one person for a three year term. Meetings are the 
first Wednesday of each month, 7:00-9:00 pm; parish members are invited 
to observe.

Finance Committee
The Finance Committee has the primary responsibility for oversight and 
advisory functions of the Parish capital structure and financial activities. 
Members are appointed by the Board and serve until resignation or 
removal. The Committee meets as frequently as circumstances dictate. 
Much information is provided by the Business Manager and shared via 
email. Responsibilities and duties are primarily concerned with review of 
the financial statements and discussion and recommendation for following 
budget guidelines. Members include: Fr. Tim Ralston, Mark Armstrong, 
Richard Barbercheck, Paul Roetenberger, and Larry Brokamp.

VIRTUS® Awareness Session
Effective June 18, 2012, the Archdiocese of Cincinnati has substantially 
changed the way it conducts training for its Decree on Child Protection. 
All training sessions on the Decree are now known as VIRTUS® Protecting 
God’s Children Awareness Sessions. Each Awareness Session will last 3 
hours. No one under the age of 18 will be allowed in the sessions. Sessions 
are held regularly throughout the year here at St. Bernadette and other 
locations within the Archdiocese of Cincinnati which anyone may attend.

All people who work or volunteer within the Archdiocese of Cincinnati 
must attend a live VIRTUS® Awareness Session AND read their monthly 
on-line bulletins. If you fall behind in reading three or more bulletins, your 
account will be suspended until you attend a live VIRTUS® Awareness 
Session again.
Contact: Mark Armstrong, Safety Environment Coordinator 513-753-5566, 
ext. 103
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WITHAMSVILLE
The Corner of Merwin & Ohio Pike

752-1233 www.skylinechili.com Let us cater all your special 
events and holidays

of  a
Friend

Complimenʦ 

Can’t be explained ~ only experienced

Interdenominational – faith based program • Established in 1956
Held at Tar Hollow State Park Resident Camp the fi rst full week of August

Coed camp for incoming 6th graders to current year high school grads
All inclusive affordable registration fee with discounts available

www.sfacamp.org
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St. Bernadette Annual Festival
Our Annual Festival is the 3rd weekend of August and is the biggest 
fundraiser of our parish. With over 400 volunteers putting in countless 
hours, we have one of the most successful festivals in this area. This year, 
we’ve added more updated amusement park rides for both children and 
adults. We also have a wide variety of food and drink, including home-
made pulled pork, Italian sausage sandwich, corn on the cob, funnel 
cakes, French fries and ice cream, just to name a few. Live music on Friday 
and Saturday evening and all day Sunday. Our famous Chicken Dinner, 
served on Sunday, has been a favorite each year. Poker, Texas Hold’em 
and other adult games of chance are available all weekend. Basket Raffle 
is an opportunity to purchase tickets and Bid-N-Buy to bid on prizes. We 
also have a Grand Raffle and Gift Card Raffle. Details can be found on our 
website prior to festival. Volunteers always welcome.
Contact: Emily Wille, Festival Chair 513-882-8386 or 
stbfestivalcommittee@gmail.com

Lourdes Library
The new Lourdes Library (enter through the Gathering Space of the Church) 
is now open after all the Masses. The Lourdes Library is for everyone - to 
encourage, support, and enrich our spiritual and intellectual growth by 
providing literature and resources for all ages. Our selection of over 200 
books and DVDs cover areas such as prayer, lives of the saints, the Bible, 
spiritual growth, parenting and family life, church, etc. and is still growing! 
We have wonderful children’s books. Stop by to learn how it works and see 
our great and growing selection of books and DVDs. If you don’t have time 
to stop by, see a listing of all the books we currently have in the library by 
visiting www.LibraryThing.com, use the search option to find “StBsAmelia”. 
Our parish library has been made possible by a grant from the Stievenard 
Fund and additional support from the St. James Project.
Contact: Jeanie Stephens, Coordinator 513-753-5566, ext. 104 or 
JStephens@StBAmeliaParish.org

Sacramental Preparation
Baptism of Infants and Young Children

It is expected that parents have participated in a Baptismal Preparation 
Class within the last 3 years prior to scheduling a Baptism and all expectant 
parents are invited. Our Baptismal Preparation Classes are held on the 2nd 
Monday of each month at 7:00 pm. Classes are held in the Parish Center. 
Registration is required for the Baptismal Class and Baptisms.
Contact: Parish Office 513-753-5566, ext. 101 or 
knormand@stbameliaparish.org
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Becoming Catholic/The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA)

For those who are interested in learning more about the Catholic 
Church, this series is for anyone who is either not baptized, baptized 
in a tradition other than Catholicism, baptized Catholic but not 
confirmed, or anyone who simply wishes to learn more about the 
faith. St. Bernadette offers classes and prayerful discussions about the 
Catholic faith on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 to 9:00 pm beginning 
in September. New inquirers are always welcome.
Contact: Fr. Tim Ralston, Pastor 513-753-5566, ext. 102 or 
TRalston@stbameliaparish.org

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Children (RCIC)
For children who would like to prepare for a sacrament, but are beyond 
the traditional age (7+ years). These students will participate in our Parish 
Religious Program (PRP) as well as attend sacramental preparation events. 
If you have a child who wants to complete a sacrament, every effort will be 
made to support your family through sacramental preparation.
Contact: Mike Kleshock, 513-753-5566, ext. 105 
mkleshock@stbameliaparish.org

Marriage
As Catholics, we value and support the sanctity and permanence of 
marriage. A parish-based marriage preparation process helps couples 
in their preparation for a lifetime together. The process ordinarily takes 
place during 9-12 months and includes: visits with Fr. Tim Ralston; 
the FOCCUS marriage survey instrument, which is administered by 
a trained parish couple; a Pre-Cana/Engaged Encounter experience. 
Engaged couples should begin the preparations as soon as possible. 
Also, if you have been married by a minister or civic official, 
arrangements can be made for a convalidation (a Catholic marriage).
Contact: Fr. Tim Ralston, Pastor 513-753-5566, ext. 102 or 
TRalston@stbameliaparish.org

Marriage Annulments
A Declaration of Nullity is an official statement by the Church that 
the union in question was not the unconditional, lifelong Sacrament 
of Marriage as taught by Jesus and understood by the Church. Often 
initiated to free a remarried couple to enter a Catholic marriage, 
annulments can be complex. Both Fr. Tim Ralston and a parish 
member are fully trained to help you take this important step.
Contact: Fr. Tim Ralston, Pastor 513-753-5566, ext. 102 or 
TRalston@stbameliaparish.org

Anointing of the Sick
For anyone who is seriously ill or anticipating a surgery and wishes to 
receive the Sacrament of the Anointing.
Contact: Fr. Tim Ralston, Pastor 513-753-5566, ext. 102 or 
TRalston@stbameliaparish.org (Emergencies: 513-549-2198)
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Liturgical Ministries
Environmental Ministry

Our ministry is to always have the church ready for Mass. We keep 
God’s house swept, dusted and mopped. We see that the colors are 
correct for the different seasons, and the proper “decorations” are 
in place. We water and refresh the plants and flowers. In short, we 
take care of God’s house so that you can celebrate the Holy Eucharist 
reverently. Volunteers (men and women) are always needed.
Contact: Parish Office, 513-753-5566

Sanctuary Flowers - Parishioners may donate a floral arrangement 
for the sacristy on a specific weekend in commemoration of a special 
occasion or for a loved one. Your name and intention will be printed 
in that weekend’s bulletin. Arrangements must be scheduled ahead of 
time with the Coordinator.
Contact: Parish Office, 513-753-5566

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC) assist with the 
distribution of the Body and Blood of Christ to fellow parishioners 
during weekend Masses and Holy Days of Obligation. EHMC also visit 
homebound parishioners on a regular basis, generally every Saturday 
evening or Sunday morning. The homebound may be a result of an 
accident, surgery, or chronic illness. Volunteers are needed if you would 
like to participate in this very rewarding ministry. Training is provided.
Contact: Michael Hall, Coordinator 513-477-5870 or Kathy 
Mosbaugh, Homebound Coordinator 513-218-5097

Greeter Ministry
Greeters are smiling, welcoming people who greet parishioners 
and visitors before each Saturday and Sunday Mass and provide 
information for everyone after Mass. Greeters are the first impression 
of our parish. We want St. Bernadette to be a warm and welcoming 
spiritual home for everyone. If you enjoy meeting new people, being 
a greeter may be just the right ministry for you. You can greet as a 
family. How we greet and provide hospitality for our guests says a lot 
about our practice of good stewardship.

There is a lot of anecdotal evidence suggesting that the ability of a first-
time visitor to have a meaningful experience of Christ in the liturgy is 
directly impacted by the warmth of the welcome extended by the local 
worshipping community. When people say hello, the worship experience 
is enhanced. A warm welcome is part of evangelization, work necessary 
in a church’s mission to help people discover or renew faith in Christ. 
Remember, we are Christ’s ambassadors! (2 Corinthians 5:20)
Contact: Parish Office, 513-753-5566
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SIENA GARDENSGG
R   T  C

1055 Ohio Pike
Cincinnati, OH 45245

513-449-3900

Neil Blackburn 
D.D.S., Inc.D.D.S., Inc.

93 East Main Street 93 East Main Street 
Amelia, Ohio 45102Amelia, Ohio 45102

(513) 753-7199(513) 753-7199

Parishioner for over 25 years smileamelia.comsmileamelia.com

www.ecnurre.com

200 Western Avenue
New Richmond, OH 45157

513-553-4132

177 W. Main Street
Amelia, OH 45102
513-753-6130

315 W. Plane Street
Bethel, OH 45106
513-734-2228

Caring You
Can Count On.
Serving each family individually,
      personally, and compassionately.

*For as long as you own your home. See dealer for details. Other restrictions may apply.

Never a better time to get
LeafGuard Gutters or a GAF Roof.
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Lectors
The lector is submitted to proclaim the readings from Sacred Scripture; 
when the lector reads, God is speaking to the assembly. He or she also 
leads the General Intercessions. Training is provided; careful preparation 
is expected. We welcome parishioners as young as 7th or 8th grade to join 
this ministry, once they have received the sacrament of Confirmation.
Contact: Lisa Kuhn, Coordinator 513-535-0156 or lakuhn898@gmail.com

Music Ministry
Music does what words alone cannot do. It is capable of expressing a 
dimension of meaning and feeling that words alone cannot convey. There 
are many opportunities for music ministry at St. Bernadette. As a music 
minister you are offering your gift to the glory of God. Music ministers are 
also an integral part of the Mass by leading the congregation in prayer. 
Music also helps us give God thanks for all things at all times.

Our largest Choir/Ensemble sings at the 11:00 am Mass on Sunday. 
However, we also have singers that volunteer to sing at the smaller 
5:00 pm Saturday or 9:00 am Sunday Masses. Generally, extra people 
join the choir for Christmas and Easter. There is no audition necessary. 
We use piano/organ, guitars and bass and flute. Rehearsal is every 
Wednesday evening from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm in the church. It is 
strongly encouraged to attend as many rehearsals as your schedule 
allows, but it is not mandatory to attend every rehearsal. We are 
always in need of new singers or instrumentalists, especially at our 
less attended 5:00 pm and 9:00 am Masses. As the choir is called into 
action, they are invited into the act of evangelization. We welcome 
people of all ages. A formal background in music is not necessary!
We have cantors at all Masses to sing the Responsorial Psalm. A cantor 
must be skilled as a vocal musician and also needs to be formed in 
liturgical aspects. When proclaiming the Responsorial Psalm, the 
cantor is also a minister of the Word. A short audition is needed to 
become a cantor. In addition to Sunday Masses, music plays a role in 
all of the special liturgies throughout the liturgical year including Holy 
Days of Obligation, Confirmation, Baptism, First Eucharist, Funerals, 
Weddings, Reconciliation, Healing Masses and RCIA.
Contact: Bob Bridges – 513-302-6687

Servers
A reverent and attentive server helps Mass to be prayerful. Serving is 
a special and unique ministry in which you can help spread the word 
and love of Christ through your actions and words.
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Anyone can be a server who has reached a 3rd grade level of education 
and above. Servers can be children or adults, male or female. Servers 
should be mature enough to understand their responsibilities and to 
carry them out well and with appropriate reverence. They should have 
already received First Eucharist for the first time and normally receive 
the Eucharist whenever they participate in the liturgy. Training is 
provided; servers are expected to keep their scheduled commitments.
Contact: Kris Fogwell, Coordinator 513-446-6107 or
fogwellhorses@gmail.com

Ushers
Ushers are men and women with an important role. Besides taking up 
the offering in a reverent fashion and identifying suitable person to 
bring up the gifts, ushers are responsible for order and safety in and 
around the church building during Eucharist. They are prepared to act 
quickly in case of illness, fire or disruption and will call 911 as needed. 
Immediately after the Mass, two ushers secure the offering in the 
parish safe. Contact the Coordinator for a training session.
Contact: Kris Fogwell, Coordinator 513-446-6107 or
fogwellhorses@gmail.com

Outreach/Service Ministries
Bereavement Ministry

Bereavement ministers represent the parish community by offering 
a gentle, supportive, and non-judgmental presence to assist families 
in planning the funeral liturgy and guiding them through the funeral 
mass process. The ministry meets with the grieving family at their 
home or the Parish Office. Listening is the key skill as ministers help 
family members select readings, music and other elements of the 
funeral liturgy. This ministry is maintained by volunteer members of 
our parish with guidance from Fr. Tim. We are supported by the music, 
server, lector, Eucharistic, and luncheon ministries.

We all work together to coordinate the needs of the family on the day 
of the funeral service. Time commitment as a minister is 2-4 hours over 
several days to plan the funeral. Two meetings are held in October to 
plan the All Souls Day Mass. New members are always welcome.
Contact: Carla Tribble, Bereavement Coordinator 513-807-2840; 
Joan Justice, Bereavement Minister 513-797-4198; Barb Luebbers, 
Bereavement Minister 513-484-3128

Part of this ministry involves providing a luncheon for the family 
of the deceased parishioner after the Mass and graveside services. 
The Church provides the meat/cheese tray and/or barbecue and 
parishioners are contacted to provide the side dishes. Volunteers are 
always welcome for this ministry.
Contact: Carol Yurek, Coordinator 513-763-0798
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Knights of Columbus – Monsignor Gerdes Council
The Knights of Columbus was formed by Fr. Michael McGivney in 1882 
as a Fraternal Organization for Catholic Men. It was originally formed as 
an Insurance Company to benefit Catholic families who lost their primary 
bread-winner through accidental or natural death. With its principles 
of Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism, The Knights organization 
has blossomed into a global entity of 1.2 million members. In the Third 
Degree, we respond to the needs of the community and our brother 
Knights while in the Fourth Degree, we concentrate on patriotic activities. 
We would be glad to share our story with any interested individual but 
more-over, we support the needs of our parish and community.
Contact: Aaron Robinson 513-553-3846 or Jim Herweh 513-427-4171

Saint Vincent de Paul Society
 Purpose:

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul Society is an organization that 
assists people/families who are in temporary need. We are not a social 
service agency; we are a person-to-person ministry whose members 
see the face of Christ in those we serve.

 Responsibilities/Function:
Through the use of our helpline, families in the Amelia community 
request assistance. The Society’s responsibility is assisting these families 
who are in temporary need. Our assistance can be in the form of food, 
payment for utility bills, rent, Rx or provide furniture or clothing. The 
Society also helps by offering a sympathetic ear to the caller’s concerns. 
Sometimes we better serve our caller through our extensive list of other 
area agencies and groups that can assist where we cannot.

 Characteristics of a Vincentian:
Vincentians are not professionally trained social workers. The 
important characteristic of a Vincentian is the desire to serve. The 
most rewarding work for the membership is the visit with the client.

 Actions/Duties:
All actions with clients are confidential and made by two or more members. 
This is done for the safety of the members and the recipient. A member 
answers client’s requests within 48 hours and discusses the request.

Besides the daily client contact, there are others ministries within the 
Society. Vincentians are concerned with the needs of the aged, lonely, 
sick and those in nursing homes and hospitals.

The society meets monthly for one hour. The meetings are similar to 
other groups where the members discuss current concerns and the 
president presents Council information.
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Amelia Cleaners
Sewing - Alterations

• Formal Wear
• Wedding Dresses
• Suits
• Zippers
• Household Items
• Shoe Repair
• Sewing of all kinds

513-753-3020
1310 State Rt. 125, Amelia, OH 45102

Mexican Bar & Grill

Don RigoDon Rigo
Mexican Bar & GrillMexican Bar & Grill

224 W. Main St. (next to Kroger)224 W. Main St. (next to Kroger)

Monday - Th ursday 11am to 10pm
Friday - Saturday 11am - 11pm

Sunday - 11am to 9:30pm
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 Membership:
President: David Luebbering
Betsy Campbell, Tony Case, Rex and Amy Duncan, Jim Frede, Ann 
Gabriel, Tim Glutz, David Himmelstein, Margie Hinson, Diane Hinkel, 
Kathy Jett, Tom Justice, Diana Kelly, Jo Kiser, Steve Kobylski, Kathy 
Mosbaugh, Maleah Naylor, Gretchen Nichols, Fran Rapp, Peg Roesch, 
Sheila and Tom Speth, and Mark Zurlinden.

Contact Person: David Luebbering 513-753-5566, ext. 130
Meetings: 2nd Monday each month at 7:30 pm in the Parish Center
Special events:
Thanksgiving and Christmas food basket
Annual “Yard Sale” fund raiser in July
Assist with the parish “Giving Tree” program

Saul’s Homeless Shelter Monthly Meals
Meals are donated the 3rd Wednesday of each month to Saul’s 
Homeless Shelter which is open 365 days a year, 24 hours a day 
and houses homeless persons in Clermont County. Sign-up sheets 
are available in the Gathering Space of the Church ahead of time. 
Prepared meals or dishes are dropped off in the Parish Center parking 
lot at 4:45 pm for delivery to the shelter.
Contact: Jeanie Stephens, Coordinator 513-673-3069

Faith Formation
Discipleship is the goal of all faith formation. Guided by this goal, faith 
formation seeks to inform, form, and transform individuals, families, and 
the entire community in the Catholic faith.

• Nurturing people’s minds and hearts in wisdom of the Catholic 
faith so that who they are and how they live is deeply influenced 
by what they “know” (inform),

• Nurturing people’s identity and lifestyle in Christian discipleship 
(form), and

• Empowering people to live their faith so that the world is 
transformed by the Christian vision (transform).

Quite early on, the name catechesis was given to the totality of the 
Church’s efforts to make disciples, to help men and women believe 
that Jesus is the Son of God so that believing they might have life in 
his name, and to educate and instruct them in this life, thus building 
up the body of Christ. (Catechism of the Catholic Church #4)

The aim of catechetical activity consists in precisely this: to encourage 
a living, explicit and fruitful profession of faith. (General Directory for 
Catechesis #66)
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The definitive aim of catechesis is to put people not only in touch, but also 
in communion and intimacy, with Jesus Christ. All evangelizing activity is 
understood as promoting communion with Jesus Christ. Starting with the 
“initial” conversion of a person to the Lord, moved by the Holy Spirit through 
the primary proclamation of the Gospel, catechesis seeks to solidify and mature 
the first adherence. It proposes to help those who have just converted “to know 
better this Jesus to whom he has entrusted himself; “to know his ‘mystery‘, 
the kingdom of God proclaimed by him, the requirements and comments 
contained in his Gospel message, and the paths that he has laid down for 
anyone who wishes to follow him”. GDC #80

Men’s Group
Our parish men’s group meets every 3rd Saturday from 8:00-9:15 am 
in the Parish Center. In an informal and conversational atmosphere, 
men discuss the Sunday Gospel reading as well as their lives as 
Catholic men living out their faith.
Contact: Fr. Tim Ralston, Pastor 513-753-5566, ext. 102 or 
TRalston@stbameliaparish.org

Youth Ministry
St. Bernadette “Youth ID” is committed to lead all high school youth 
into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ so that they know His 
unconditional love for them. We will empower the youth to open their 
hearts, allowing the Holy Spirit to transform them into intentional 
disciples of Jesus Christ in our world today. We will encourage them to 
have a responsible participation in the life, mission, and work of our 
Catholic community. We will help equip them to become full active 
participants in the sacramental life of the Catholic Church. We will 
foster the total personal and spiritual growth of each youth to help them 
become leaders, witnessing the Father’s love to the ends of the earth.

Our “Youth ID” will have multiple opportunities throughout the year 
which include Archdiocesan events and social gatherings. Our Youth 
Room is located in the basement of the Parish Center. Our group is for 
youth and parents to help them in their faith life. We welcome middle 
and high school youth interested in any upcoming events or parents, 
grandparents or caring adults interested in helping our youth.
Contact: Matt Young, Youth Minister, Parish Office – 513-753-5566 
ext. 104 myoung@stbameliaparish.org

Prayer Ministries
Prayer Circle

The St. Bernadette Prayer Circle is a group of parishioners praying for 
people who are in need of prayer. The prayer line is a way of having 
immediate prayers said for your needs and kept strictly confidential. 
Many of those prayers have been answered. Prayer partners are always 
welcome. To become a prayer partner, please contact our coordinator. 
To request prayers, please call 513-943-4190.
Contact: Mary Downing, Coordinator 513-753-3014



St. Bernadett e Parish Guide Book & Directory

16

Prayer Ministry for Women
Prayer Ministry for Women is an opportunity to pray for an incarcerated 
woman in the local jail. You will be given the name of a woman to 
pray for over one year, asking for God’s mercy and direction. Your daily 
prayer of intercession may change her life and those around her. Please 
consider joining women of our parish in this simple act of mercy.
Contact: Marge Kellerman, Coordinator 513-532-6296 or 
margek1946@gmail.com

Agape Ministry of Prayer
Agape Ministry of Prayer is a ministry of Intercessory prayer offered 
the 3rd weekend of every month, after all Masses, in the Eucharistic 
Chapel. You may share in your request or just ask the ministry to pray 
with you. Let us join in your need. All are welcome!
Contact: Marge Kellerman, Coordinator 513-532-6296 or 
margek1946@gmail.com

Religious Education for Children
Parish Religion Program for Children (PRP)

It is within the family where children are raised and formed as human 
beings. The parental role in this human formation is governed by love, 
a love which places itself “at the service of children to draw forth from 
them the best that is in them” and which “finds its fullest expression 
precisely in the task of educating.” (Compendium, No. 239, The family 
is the “first school.”) PRP exists to assist your family in teaching your 
children the faith and the teaching of the Church.

PRP is for all children who attend public school and need religion 
classes. We are blessed to have a staff of wonderful, faith-filled 
catechists who dedicate many hours to preparing and sharing their 
faith and the teaching of the Church with our children.

PRP currently meets on Sunday mornings from 9:15 am to 10:45 
am, mid-September to early May. Sacramental Preparation is part of 
the instruction included in PRP sessions for 2nd and 7th-8th graders. 
Enrichment is put into practice by experiences outside the classroom.

First Reconciliation and First Eucharist preparation for 2nd graders 
includes a Reconciliation Retreat, Jesus Day Retreat, parent meetings, 
and in-class instruction.

Confirmation preparation includes the Chosen Program, a service-
learning project, and a retreat as well as a family Confirmation 
evening and rehearsal as part of the sacramental formation process. 
Sacrament of Confirmation for 7th & 8th graders is received every 
other year. Our next Confirmation will be the spring of 2020.
Contact: Mike Kleshock, Director of Faith Formation, Parish Office – 
513-753-5566 ext. 105 mkleshock@stbameliaparish.org
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Parish Benefactors
Brad’s Glass Shop

2164 Ohio Pike
Amelia, OH 45102

Randy Bradford, Parishioner
(513) 797-5567

CARSTAR of Amelia
Kelli Back, Owner

100 E. Main St., Amelia
www.carstar.com
(513) 753-5040

DEIMLING/jeliho Plastics
Bill Deimling - Parishioner
4010 Bach-Buxton Road

Amelia, Ohio 45102
(513) 752-6653 • Fax (513) 752-6687

ProTech Autocare
A Higher Standard of Automotive Care!
Free Shuttle/Free WiFi While You Wait
877 Ohio Pike • Cincinnati, OH 45245

(513) 943-4888
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St. Bernadette School
Our School

St. Bernadette School is chartered and approved by the State of Ohio 
as an elementary school, offering instruction for Kindergarten through 
eighth grade. St. Bernadette is a parish elementary school operated, 
supported and directed as part of a parish sponsored educational 
program pursuant to the policies of the Archdiocesan Education 
Commission and the laws of the State of Ohio.

School Mission
St. Bernadette School serves the parish communities of St. Bernadette 
Church (Amelia), St. Mary Church (Bethel), St. Peter Church (New 
Richmond), as well as non-parish-affiliated families. The mission 
of St. Bernadette School is to provide the education of the whole 
student blending academic learning with faith development and moral 
formation in accordance with the philosophy of the Catholic Church. 
The St. Bernadette School community is dedicated to creating an 
environment which develops the whole child spiritually, intellectually, 
emotionally, physically and socially in order to prepare students for 
active and mature participation in their Church, family and society.

School Philosophy: Academic excellence and fulfillment of self 
for the glory of God.

St. Bernadette School is committed to offering a quality Catholic Education 
for each student. The student’s entire personality is considered in the 
learning situation as individual needs are recognized and met with the 
loving support and cooperation of parents. We will foster each student’s 
development as a total person. Academic excellence and fulfillment of self 
through quality education are our emphases for each student.

What makes us unique?
St. Bernadette School identifies and meets the individual needs of each student 
from Preschool through eighth grade. Small class sizes enable teachers to 
differentiate instruction to maximize learning. All teachers utilize state of the 
art technology to enhance instruction with access to the internet, Smart boards 
and interactive response systems available in every classroom. Mutual respect 
and courtesy characterize all personal interactions.

St. Bernadette Parish has a long standing tradition of support for 
the ministry of education. Since its humble start in 1944 with three 
Sisters of Charity—two teachers and a housekeeper— St. Bernadette 
School consistently has offered the best educational opportunities for 
its students. Beginning in 1948 with Fr. Piening’s “work nights” and 
continuing today with Booster and parish volunteers, parishioners and 
school families staunchly support their school and all of their education 
programs through offerings of time, talents and financial donations.
Contact: Lizanne Ingram, Principal 513-753-4744 or
lingram@stbernadetteamelia.org
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St. Bernadette Preschool
Philosophy Statement

The Purpose of the St. Bernadette Preschool is to provide the parents 
and children of our school community with a preschool program that 
provides their child with a loving, nurturing and Christian environment 
where the child will grow as a learner in a positive way. There is a 
strong partnership of learning between the students and teachers. 
The whole child’s learning process is nurtured in a positive, engaging, 
motivating and exciting way by always teaching best practices to the 
students and keeping the needs of each and every student first. Each 
child is committed to working in a harmonious environment that 
encompasses an “I can” attitude at all times. Every child enrolled in St. 
Bernadette’s preschool program has the chance to shine as a learner.

Our Curriculum is developed so that each child is encouraged to grow 
intellectually, socially, physically, and spiritually and it is designed to 
meet the needs of every child.

General Information
St. Bernadette Preschool was established in 2005.

We are licensed by Ohio Department of Education and our curriculum 
is aligned to the State of Ohio Early Learning Content Standards. Our 
teachers’ academic training is in Early Childhood Education and our 
aides have had much experience working with young children.

• The pre-kindergarten class for four-year-olds meets in the 
mornings or afternoons, Monday through Friday.

• The four-year-old program is Monday, Wednesday, Friday in the 
morning.

• The three-year-old program is Tuesdays and Thursdays in the 
morning.

The morning sessions are from 8:00 am to 11:00 am. Afternoon 
sessions are from 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm.

We offer programs for children that are 3 or 4 years of age by 
September 30th of the current school year. Children must be toilet 
trained in order to be enrolled. Our class sizes have a maximum of 12 
children with one teacher and one preschool aide at all times. Snack 
and drink are provided for each student daily. Four-year-old students 
may opt to participate in a lunch program called Pre-K Café from 
11:00-12:00 noon on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.

Preschool programs are faith-based and very routine-based. We have 
two Parent/Teacher conferences a year, which enable us to discuss the 
development of your child.
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Three-Year-Old Program
Our Three-Year-Old Program focuses on social skills, gross and fine 
motor skills, group participation, learning to work independently 
and following routines and directions. The children develop these 
skills through circle time, small and large group activities, center 
time and one-on-one work with the teacher. The children are able to 
develop at their own pace and are never rushed through any part of 
development. The children learn in a very non-threatening, nurturing 
environment. Our three-year-old program has 12 children in each class 
with a full-time teacher and an assistant teacher.

Four-Year-Old Programs
Our morning Four-Year-Old Program places a strong emphasis on 
pre-kindergarten skills. The children work in large and small groups 
focusing on developing reading and writing skills, motor skills and 
critical thinking. The afternoon program uses the same curriculum and 
approach as the morning program, with additional emphasis on the 
concepts of the week. The children are involved in peer interaction 
as well as one-on-one interaction with the teacher. Both four-year-old 
programs are designed to provide children with the skills needed to 
have an easy transition into kindergarten. Our four-year-old programs 
have 12 children in each class with a full-time teacher and assistant.
Contact: Megan Neuhaus, Academic Director of Pre-School
513-753-4397 or mneuhaus@stbernadetteamelia.org.

Parent Teacher Organization (PTO)
The purpose of the St. Bernadette PTO is to support the teachers of St. 
Bernadette by providing resources for instruction, educational outreach, 
and classroom events in order to provide the best education to the 
children. It is also the mission of the PTO to enhance communication with 
School Families and other groups within our St. Bernadette Community, 
provide additional financial support through fundraising efforts, and 
organize volunteer efforts so that everyone can be involved and connected 
within our St. Bernadette Community.

Some of the fundraisers that support the PTO mission are: magazine drive, 
Box Tops, Labels for Education, Chipotle Night, and St. B Uncorked Wine 
Social. These fundraisers also support our social events such as Moms’ 
Night Out, Father/Daughter Dance, Family Bowling Nights, Mother/
Daughter Brunch, and many more events open to everyone in the St. 
Bernadette Community.
Contact: Jeni Fulton, President (479-264-2368); Vanessa Hartman, 
Treasurer; Denise Byrum, Secretary; Julie Schultz, Member at Large/Social 
Committee Chair; Julie Tipton, Member at Large
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Athletic Boosters
Mission Statement: Through responsible adult leadership and the 
support of the collective St. Bernadette family, we will strive to bestow 
upon the student athlete the opportunity to participate in a sports program 
that puts God, honor and sportsmanship above all else.

Currently, we have Boys and Girls Basketball and Girls Volleyball. We 
work with the CYO league and neighboring parishes that have the 
following sports for our students to be involved with as well: Football, 
Track and Field, and Volleyball. Please note that to be eligible for any 
of our sports teams, children must have been enrolled and attending 
either the parish five-day school or our Sunday PRP program from the 
beginning of the school year.

In addition to providing athletic opportunities for children, Boosters 
are involved with many activities and projects throughout the parish. 
Examples include building the Picnic Shelter at the baseball fields, 
landscaping around the Church, School and Ventura Hall and the 
recently completed playground project. Fundraisers throughout the 
year that not only involve the students in the school but also the 
entire parish are the Walk-a-thon; Fish Fry; Christmas Basketball 
Tournament, and Wine Social. The Boosters meet the 3rd Wednesday 
of every month at 7:00 pm in the Ventura Hall.
Contact: Paul Jungkunz, President 513-235-5571 or
jungkunz.paul@gmail.com; Harold Neal, Vice President 513-943-7925; 
Chris Gundler, Treasurer 513-200-4587; Athletic Director - Open

Cub Scouts
St. Bernadette Cub Scout Pack 116 is for boys in Grades 1-5. Cub 
Scouts is a family oriented program designed for parents and their 
sons to work and grow together. The program encourages boys to 
achieve a deeper appreciation of adults and peers, and to learn the 
value of serving others. Scouting is about having fun with a purpose. 
Regular meetings and activities are held at both the Den (individual 
grade) and Pack (all grades levels).
Contact: Jeff Preece 513-735-0928 or jeff.preece@gmail.com, or 
Craig Meisman cjmeism@yahoo.com

Girl Scouts
Girl Scouts help girls make new friends, learn new things and find out 
what is important to them. Badges are earned by doing something 
good for your body, your community or your friends. Membership is 
open to girls in grades K-6.
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School Fundraisers
Loyalty Programs

St. Bernadette School can be identified as a community partner 
through loyalty programs with Kroger, Target, and Meijer Stores. Box 
Tops for Education, and Campbell’s labels also provide opportunities 
for the school to earn purchasing power or cash and can be dropped 
into designated baskets in the Gathering Space in the Church.
Contact: Chuck Cullen, Coordinator 513-519-7979 or 
stbscrips@yahoo.com


