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St. Michael Catholic Community
1 Wilhelm Street, Schererville, Indiana 46375

219-322-4505
Fax: 219-322-4508

www.stmichaelparish.life
Email: info@stmichaelparish.life

Welcome!

St. Michael the Archangel Catholic Church is a vibrant community of Christian believers who, 
bound together by their common baptism, journey with each other in this life to come to the 
promise of life eternal in Jesus Christ, our Lord.

We are an intentional community called by the Holy Spirit to give ourselves over to the work of our 
Lord Jesus and so reflect the Father’s love given to the whole world. As an intentional community, 
we are reminded to never take for granted God’s love for us.

We are not a perfect community; we struggle to be open to God’s Presence every day. We 
sometimes trip up. This is why we journey together; this is why Jesus called his followers to be one 
and not merely a collection of individuals.

The structures of our parish community and the Catholic Church are given to help us on our 
journey together. The celebration of the Sacraments, our common prayer together, our parish social 

activities and our educational endeavors serve to open us up to God’s grace, His Presence in the world so we can more easily 
proclaim to others by our actions and words God’s loving will for all people.

Every baptized Catholic/Christian is called to minister to others. God gives us each gifts to be used not for one good 
primarily, but for the good of building up the Body of Christ, the Church. A ministry is some regular act or action done for 
others that is seen by the other as being rooted in Jesus Christ.

This directory of parishioner contact information is intended to facilitate our communal life together. In it you will also find a 
listing of the many opportunities for service to God and neighbor with a brief description of each activity. I invite you to look 
at these ministries to see how you can contribute your gifts of time, talent, and treasure to St. Michael’s, and I thank those of 
you who so willingly give of yourselves to make St. Michael’s a caring and faith-filled community.

Thank you for your continued generosity of your time, talent, and treasure to St. Michael’s!

In Christ’s Peace,

Fr. Martin Dobrzynski
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St. Michael’s Mission Statement
Come Share the Journey: To know and experience the mystery of our God by sharing with our brothers and sisters the power 
of prayer, compassion and healing as we pledge to create an environment in which we will:

• Meet Jesus in our lives and know Him more intimately
• Strengthen and enrich our faith through common worship
• Acknowledge that our individual journeys contribute to this one shared mission
• Recognize, develop and affirm individual gifts for the benefit of the community and for the glory of God
• Provide opportunities to seek and to promote social justice and peace
• Place our trust in God and in the working of the Holy Spirit

We welcome you to St. Michael Catholic Community and hope your worship experience will be uplifting and filled with the 
joy of the risen Christ.

St. Michael Catholic Community
1 E. Wilhelm Street, Schererville, Indiana 46375

219-322-4505 | Fax: 219-322-4508
www.stmichaelparish.life

Email: office@stmichaelparish.life

Parish Office Hours
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Monday-Friday and by appointment

St. Michael School
16 W. Wilhelm Street | 219-322-4531

school@stmichaelparish.life

Faith Formation Office Hours
Phone: 219-322-3077

khoogeveen@stmichaelparish.life

Sunday Liturgy
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m.

Sunday Masses: 7:30, 9:30, and 11:30 a.m.

Daily Liturgy
In the chapel

Monday-Friday: 7:00 a.m.
Saturday: 8:00 a.m.

Sacramental Information
Sacrament of Penance

Saturday 3:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m. in chapel

Sacrament of Baptism
First time parents must attend a Baptism Prep session before the baptism date can be scheduled. Parents wishing to 
baptize a baby who have previously baptized a child at another Roman Catholic Church must also attend a prep session. 
Please contact Janice Gatons at 322-4505, ext. 8241 or jgatons@stmichaelparish.life to schedule the prep session and/or 
to schedule a baptism date.

Sacrament of the Sick
To make arrangements for this sacrament, call the office at 322-4505, ext. 8220, until 4:00 p.m. Monday-Friday. After 
4:01 p.m. and any time during the weekend call 322-6623. Anointing of the Sick is celebrated on the third Saturday of 
each month at the 8:00 a.m. Mass in the chapel.

Sacrament of Matrimony
The bride or groom, their parents, or their grandparents must be active registered members of the parish for at least 
one year prior to reserving a date for a wedding. In addition to the parish registration criteria, the diocese requires 
that arrangements must be made at least six months in advance of the wedding date in order for the proper personal, 
spiritual, and liturgical preparation of the couple to be completed. Please contact Janice Gatons at 322-4505, ext. 8241 
or jgatons@stmichaelparish.life for more information.
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St. Michael’s Office and Staff

Fr. Jacob McDaniel, Associate Pastor
219-322-4505, ext. 8229, frjacob@stmichaelparish.life

Fr. Jacob was ordained to the priesthood this past year after 
attending Mundelein Seminary for pre-theology and theology 
studies. Prior to attending Mundelein Seminary, he graduated 
from Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI) 
and Michigan City High School. He is currently in his first 
assignment at St. Michael the Archangel as associate pastor.

Gary Krieps, Parish Operations Consultant
Gary manages operations projects for our Parish and the 
Diocese. In 2009 Gary retired from Praxair after managing 40 
years of operations, quality, and productivity responsibilities. 
After retiring, Gary came to St. Michael Parish to assist in 
completing operations and finance projects and continues on 
various special projects today.

Rick Gilbert, Campus Facility Coordinator
Rick is responsible for the physical operations of our parish 
campus including church, school, office and grounds. Along 
with Joe Hojnacki , he keeps things clean and operational. 
Rick has responsibilities for the operation of the campus 
facilities as directed by Fr. Marty. This includes oversight and 
coordination of the maintenance, buildings, grounds, and 
all equipment. He has oversight responsibilities for much of 
the day-to-day operating activities at the parish and school. 
Helping our parishioners and ministries use our Parish and 
the campus-wide facilities is the overall focus of the position.

Rev. Martin J. Dobrzynski, Pastor
219-322-4505, ext. 8220, pastor@stmichaelparish.life

Father Marty attended Our Lady of Grace School in Highland 
and St. Lawrence and St. Meinrad seminaries before he was 
ordained a priest on May 19, 1984 at Holy Angels Cathedral 
in Gary. Following his ordination, Father Marty served as 
a parochial vicar at Nativity of Our Savior in Portage, Ss. 
Peter and Paul in Merrillville, here at St. Michael’s, and St. 
John the Evangelist in St. John. In 1991 he began courses in 
liturgical studies at the University of Notre Dame and in 1993 
he was named the director of the Office of Liturgy (Worship) 
for the Diocese of Gary. The following year he received his 
first pastorate at Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
in New Chicago. In 2001, the bishop named Father Marty 
coadjutor pastor at St. Michael the Archangel, where he 
continues to serve us as pastor.

Deacon Ron Pyle, Permanent Deacon
219-322-4505, ext. 8284, pyleron12@gmail.com

Deacon Ron has been a parishioner at St. Michael’s since 
1984 and was ordained a permanent deacon in June 2011. 
His duties include assisting at Mass, celebrating baptisms 
and marriages, presiding at funeral wake services, and 
coordinating the liturgical minister schedule. He is a member 
of the Altar Server Committee and the Catholic Bible Study 
team. In addition to these regular parish duties, Deacon Ron 
is assigned to the Lake County Juvenile Center as part of his 
diocesan duties.
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Monica Wantuch, Executive Secretary
219-322-4505, ext. 8220, mwantuch@stmichaelparish.life

Working at the front office, Monica greets visitors, answers 
the telephone, and supports the smooth operation of the 
office by opening mail, scheduling, record keeping, filing, 
bookkeeping, proofreading, maintaining specific records for 
the diocese newspaper, and preparing baptismal, marriage, 
and sponsor certificates for our church. She maintains 
our monthly calendar and is the friendly voice calling our 
volunteers to work funerals.

Janice Gatons, Pastoral Care Coordinator
219-322-4505, ext. 8241, jgatons@stmichaelparish.life

As Pastoral Associate, Janice coordinates a number of 
ministries including Pastoral Care, the Bereavement Ministry, 
and the Adult Education Committee. She also coordinates 
baptismal preparation and the scheduling of weddings and 
marriage preparation sessions. As a member of St. Michael 
Parish, Janice serves on the Liturgy Committee, volunteers in 
the Hospitality Ministry, and is an Extraordinary Minister of 
Holy Communion.

Rhonda Haddad, Bulletin Editor and
Clerical Assistant, 219-322-4505, ext. 8239,

bulletin@stmichaelparish.life or rhonda@stmichaelparish.life
As bulletin editor, Rhonda prepares and designs the weekly 
bulletin. As clerical assistant, Rhonda helps the parish 
accountant with the bookkeeping for the school and parish.

Jeanette Negrete, Accounts Payable Associate
219-322-4505, ext. 8234,

jnegrete@stmichaelparish.life
As Accounts Payable Associate, Jeanette manages all invoices 
to the parish, mails weekly bulletins, and assists in any other 
duties as needed.

Loretta DePrez, Sacristan
219-322-4505, ext. 8228, sacristan@stmichaelparish.life

As Sacristan, Loretta serves the Lord through creating good 
order and proper maintenance of the church building and 
its entities. This includes cleaning the church and pews, 
preparing the altar and sanctuary for liturgical ceremonies, 
maintaining the condition of vestments, and ordering 
candles, altar bread, and wine.

Jesica Cherry, Director of Finance & Accounting
219-322-4505, ext. 8234, jcherry@stmichaelparish.life

As Director of Finance and Accounting, Jesica oversees 
all financial aspects of the church & school. She also 
leads Finance Council and is Treasurer of the Education 
Foundation.
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Our locations have 
been assisting local 

families for decades. Our 
dedication to local families 
and commitment to service 
and value in a peaceful, 
friendly environment make 
us the right choice as your 
funeral provider. We tailor 
funeral and cremation 
plans to your family’s needs 
and offer an unequaled 
selection of services, 
backed by a 100% 
satisfaction guarantee. We 
invite you to visit or call 
us for more information 
about how we can serve 
you and to request a FREE 
Personal Planning Guide.

Chapel Lawn Funeral Home and Memorial Gardens
8178 Cline Avenue | Schererville, IN 46375 | 219-365-9554 | www.chapellawnfunerals.com

Dedicated to the
Community for Decades

Kuiper Funeral Home
9039 Kleinman Road | Highland, IN 46322 | 219-923-7800 | www.kuiperfh.com

Providers of Dignity 
Memorial® benefi ts

Kuiper Funeral Home

Chapel Lawn Memorial Gardens

Chapel Lawn Funeral Home

Turning 65 or older?
BEST in MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT

• Medicare Supplement Plans
• Medicare Part D
   Prescription Drug Plans
• Medicare Disability Plans
• Medicare Advantage Plans

Fred M. Ulayyet
Licensed Insurance Agent

VALPARASIO
2505 LaPorte Ave.

(Near Chipotle)

SCHERERVILLE
1505 U.S. Hwy. 41

(Near Strack & Van Til)

CROWN POINT
10841 Broadway

(Near Strack & Van Til)

MERRILLVILLE
7998 Broadway

(Near Walter E. Smithe Furniture)

MUNSTER
8213 Calumet Ave.
(Next to Five Guys)

219-736-7800 • 1-800-821-0604

Senior CareSenior Care
Insurance ServicesInsurance Services

PROUD TO BE LOCAL
SINCE 1987

www.scis.us

LENCIONI’S PUB AND BANQUETS
3325 Glenwood Dyer Rd. Lynwood, IL

(708)757-4304
Brand new banquet facility • Accommodates up to 200 people

EXCLUSIVE CATERER AT
ST. JOHN TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY CENTER

OUR LADY OF CONSOLATION

PREFERRED CATERER AT
CASA MARIA BANQUET HALL

(Located on the grounds of St. Maria Goretti Church)

OFF-SITE CATERING AVAILABLE
708.895.6844 • LENCIONICATERING.COM

Serving Northwest Indiana and the South Suburbs for 35 years.

LENCIONI CATERING
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Megan Jones
Communications Coordinator,

219-322-4505, ext. 8263, mjones@stmichaelparish.life
In December 2020, Megan joined our team as 
Communications Coordinator. Megan is responsible for 
collaborating with the pastor, school, and ministries to 
facilitate both inter-parish communications, as well as 
community engagement. Megan creates, maintains, and 
presides over marketing initiatives in regards to St. Michael 
School and Parish, devising strategies intended to elevate our 
standing within the community, and ultimately bring more 
people to the Lord via social media evangelization. Megan 
employs a number of tools to realize her vision of propelling 
the Parish to new heights of prosperity both through new and 
traditional forms of media.

Colleen M. Kennedy, Principal
219-322-4531, ckennedy@stmichaelparish.life

As principal of St. Michael School, Colleen is a professed and 
practicing member of the Catholic faith, provides leadership 
in the development, implementation, and evaluation of the 
school’s educational programs, supervises and evaluates 
all assigned personnel, and develops a school plan and 
organizational procedures for the health, safety, and conduct 
of the students.

Karen Rapacz, School Executive Assistant
219-322-4531, krapacz@stmichaelparish.life

The position of School Executive Assistant addresses 
important issues for the school’s long term development. 
In addition to assisting Ms. Kennedy in her day-to-day 
administrative needs, Mrs. Rapacz engages with the staff as 
well as the student body.

Debbie Mangione, Director of Liturgy & Music
219-322-4505, ext. 8227, dmangione@stmichaelparish.life

As Director of the Music Ministry, Debbie plans music for 
Sunday and feast days, school liturgies, weddings, special 
Masses and events and prepares and prints all required music 
for Sunday Mass, weddings, funerals, and special liturgies. She 
also directs and coordinates the adult, youth and children’s 
choir as well as the instrumentalists, cantors, and bell choir. 
Debbie is also the coordinator of the Liturgy Committee.

Kimberley Hoogeveen, Director of Faith Formation
219-322-3077, khoogeveen@stmichaelparish.life

As Director of Faith Formation, Kimberley’s ministry, under 
the direction of the pastor, is to provide faith formation for
St. Michael Parish. This includes faith formation of children 
from age 3 through eighth grade. The parish offers 
Traditional Programs of faith formation, the Sunday Family 
Formation Program, the Good Shepherd Program and 
Vacation Bible School. Kimberley coordinates the sacramental 
programs of Confirmation, First Communion, First 
Reconciliation, and is the instructor for Adult Confirmation. 
She is the VIRTUS facilitator for the parish.

Mary Jo Rymarczyk, Administrative Assistant
219-322-3077, mrymarczyk@stmichaelparish.life

The position of Faith Formation Office Administrative 
Assistant addresses important issues for the continued 
smooth operations of the Faith Formation office. In addition 
to assisting Mrs. Hoogeveen in her day-to-day administrative 
needs, Mrs. Rymarczyk is one of the friendly voices you hear 
when calling the faith formation office!
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Stewardship of our
Time, Talent, and Treasure

We are called to stewardship through our Baptism, and we 
invite you to come and discern where you can offer your gifts!

New members of the Parish Pastoral Council, Parish Finance 
Committee, Home and School Association, Sports Advisory 
Committee, and Parish School Advisory Committee are chosen 
through a discernment process that calls upon the Holy Spirit 
to guide us where God wants us to be. This is the same way the 
Apostles came to choose who would help them. If you feel God 
may be calling you to serve on one of these committees, you are 
invited to attend three evenings of discernment. These sessions 
will assist you in learning about these groups, their function 
and their work and usually take place in February and March 
each year. If you are interested, please contact Monica Wantuch 
at 322-4505, ext. 8220 or mwantuch@stmichaelparish.life to 
reserve a place for yourself.

“The disciples went and did just as
Jesus instructed them.”(Matthew 21:6)

Pastoral Council Members
Daniel Price Kathleen Lakatos
Cynthia Morley Devin Sanders
Lee Ann Egan Jack Velaquez
Barbara Anderson John Zaborske
Thomas Molnar Linda Kinzer
Donna Krieps

Jeffrey Cox, Secretary
Pastoral Council Voicemail, ..................... 322-4505, ext. 8247
Pastoral Council Email ......... stmichaelscouncil@hotmail.com
Deacon Ron Pyle, ...................................... Permanent Deacon
Fr. Jacob McDaniel, ........................................Associate Pastor
Rev. Martin J. Dobrzynski, ............................................ Pastor

Finance Council Members
Kenneth Potchen Martin Lucas
Thomas Dorris Janice Malinowski
Michael Morley Patrice Hope
Loretta DePrez Gary Krieps

Jesica Cherry, Parish Accountant, jcherry@stmichaelparish.life
Colleen Kennedy, Principal
David Mendoza, Hall Manager
Fr. Jacob McDaniel, Associate Pastor
Rev. Martin J. Dobrzynski, Pastor

Ministries
St. Michael’s offers you so many vibrant ministries in which to 
share your gifts. Which one is right for you? We invite you to call 
the contact person to find out how you can make a difference!

Peace & Social Justice Commission
The mission of the Social Outreach Commission is to help 
our parishioners understand Peace and Social Justice issues 
and provide support to those in need both locally and in the 
world community.

Good Samaritans
Sue Cohen ........................................ 322-4505, ext. 8250
This ministry provides help to those in need of food or 
finances to help with utility bills or rent. The ministry has 
a food collection box in the Gathering Space for the food 
pantry it maintains. Meets 1st Wednesday evening of the 
month.

Health & Spirituality Committee
Mary Ann Adamson ........................................... 865-6454
maarn@aol.com
This group explores the needs of the parish in the areas of 
health and spirituality and arranges seminars or programs 
to meet these needs. We meet 4-5 times a year as needed.

Ministry of Hope & Consolation
Janice Gatons ................................... 322-4505, ext. 8241
jgatons@stmichaelparish.life
Members in this ministry assist those on the journey 
from grief to healing following the loss of a loved one. 
Sessions are held in the spring and fall.

Parish Nursing Ministry
Mary Ann Villanueva .................................. 219-314-2626
maryanncherry71@gmail.com
Members discuss health topics and look at different health 
needs of the parish and community. Blood pressure, oxygen 
level, and glucose readings are taken after most Masses 
once a month. This ministry meets as needed.

Rebuilding Hope Mission Team (Wheelchair Ramp 
Ministry)

Mike Macki ........................................................ 746-7883
mike-macki@sbcglobal.net
Rob Olson .......................................................... 689-4757
rdbhawks@gmail.com
As a service team, this ministry acts in a caring manner 
to help the less fortunate of our society by offering their 
time and talents in a Christian manner to accomplish their 
goals. Within the parish, the Rebuilding Hope Mission team 
partners with the Good Samaritans and Parish Nursing.

Ministers of Care
Janice Gatons ................................................... 322-4505,
jgatons@stmichaelparish.life
Members of this ministry take Holy Communion to the 
Schererville Nursing Homes and Residences weekly. 
Members of this ministry must be fully initiated 
practicing parishioners of St. Michael Parish.

Respect Life Group
Marlene Townsend ............................................ 515-2050
This ministry brings issues of respecting all aspects 
of human life to our parishioners through prayer, the 
annual rose sale, and other activities. Meets monthly.



8

St. Michael Catholic Community Guide Book & Directory

Spirituality and Worship Commission
The mission of the Spirituality and Worship Commission is 
to develop liturgical and devotional celebrations that call the 
entire community to active participation in the heart of the 
liturgy: the Paschal Mystery of Jesus Christ.

Altar Servers
Kathryn Sanders ................................................ 201-1172
Young people, from fifth grade through seniors in high 
school, are encouraged to help the priest, deacon and 
parishioners pray together. As ministers, altar servers 
participate in the liturgy, pray and socialize together and 
give glory to God through service.

Art and Environment
Judy Hisick ........................................................ 365-8613
This ministry prepares and maintains the church 
decorations for Feast Days according to the Liturgical 
Season. Meets informally two to three times a year to 
prepare the church for Christmas and Easter.

Centering Prayer Ministry
Peggy Kolarik ..................................................... 322-1886
peggy.kolarik@att.net
Members of this ministry participate in 20 minutes 
of contemplative praying using Fr. Thomas Keating 
instructional method. The group takes turns with 
readings and follow-up discussions in a one hour time 
frame currently meeting by way of Zoom on Mondays 
from 6:00-7:00 p.m. (Prior to COVID-19, in person 
meetings were located in SW room of St. Patrick Hall.)

Cross Bearers
Steve Sieracki .................................................... 864-9846
sjsieracki@hotmail.com
Members of this ministry lead the procession in and out 
of church at Mass on Saturday evenings, Sundays, Holy 
Days of Obligation, and other primary days of worship by 
carrying the large processional cross.

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Gary Wolfe ......................................................... 678-1332
garywwolfe@hotmail.com
Helps in the distribution of the Holy Eucharist to the 
congregation. Members must be parishioners at least 
16 years old, and if applicable, be in valid sacramental 
marriage. A one-time training session is two hours long. 
An online system is available to cover for vacations and 
time conflicts.

Pastoral Care (Ministers of Care)
Janice Gatons ................................... 322-4505, ext. 8241
jgatons@stmichaelparish.life
Members of this ministry visit the homebound, 
Schererville Residences, nursing homes, and/or 
hospitalized, share in prayer, and take Holy Communion 
to them if so desired. Ministers of Care must be fully 
initiated practicing parishioners of St. Michael. This 
ministry meets quarterly.

Hospitality
Rob Olsen .......................................................... 689-4757
Welcomes and assists all who enter the worship space, 
takes up the collections, coordinates the procession of 
the faithful during Communion, and distributes music 
sheets and bulletins. Commitment is one or two Sundays 
per month.

Lectors
Carol Schiessle .....322-4505, ext. 8262, serdes@core.com
Our purpose is to glorify God by proclaiming God’s Word at 
Liturgies. Sunday lectors are typically scheduled once every 
four weeks; weekday lectors are on a rotating schedule. 
Lectors meet four times annually on the third Sunday of 
February, May, August, and November (times vary) for 
continuing spiritual, liturgical and technical formation.

Liturgy Committee
Debbie Mangione.............................. 322-4505, ext. 8227
dmangione@stmichaelparish.life
The Liturgy Committee’s primary function is to promote 
and strengthen the liturgical and sacramental life of the 
parish family. The committee coordinates the planning 
and scheduling of liturgical celebrations and oversees the 
various liturgical ministries.

Music
Debbie Mangione.............................. 322-4505, ext. 8227
dmangione@stmichaelparish.life
Provides liturgical music for all Masses and during 
special events and services such as weddings and 
funerals. The ministry consists of several choirs (adult, 
children, youth, and bell) under a group leader. Practices 
vary according to the type of choir. All are welcome! 
Please contact Debbie if you are interested in singing or 
playing an instrument.

Prayer Ministry
Jackie Logue ...................................................... 702-2505
j-logue@att.net
Meets the needs of parishioners in a devotional way 
through prayers when personal events or circumstances 
occur, such as illness, marital difficulties, or tragic events. 
Members are called for prayers once a request is received.

RCIA
Gary Wolfe ......................................................... 678-1332
garywwolfe@hotmail.com
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults provides the process 
of faith development and catechetical instruction for 
those seeking full communion within the Roman Catholic 
Church. Here at St. Michael’s we also have a children’s 
adaptation of this Rite. This process culminates in the 
sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist for 
those not previously baptized and Confirmation and 
Eucharist for those previously baptized. The process calls 
on the entire community for involvement and prayerful 
support for those wishing to join the Catholic faith.

Sacristans
Loretta DePrez .................................. 322-4505, ext. 8228
sacristan@stmichaelparish.life
Sacristans clean the sanctuary and prepare the vessels 
and other items for daily and special liturgies. They 
work on Mondays and as needed for special feast days. 
A special group helps to launder and mend the church 
linens as needed.
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Assuring
Health and Medical Needs 

At Home
We are just a phone call away!

1947 Harder Court, Suite B
Schererville, IN 46375
AssuredHealth@gmail.com

Tel 219-322-7664
Fax 219-322-7109

Toll Free 1-877-322-7660

Mindy Carlay, RN, BSN
Administrator & DON

Parishioner

www.HomeHealthyNow.com

Andrew Carlay, RN, BSN
Clinical Coordinator

Parishioner

OrderRosatis.com

S c h e r e r v i l l e    8 6 4 - 1 1 1 4S c h e r e r v i l l e    8 6 4 - 1 1 1 4
C r o w n  P o i n t    2 8 1 - 4 5 0 0C r o w n  P o i n t    2 8 1 - 4 5 0 0
C e d a r  L a k e    2 67 - 8 7 0 0C e d a r  L a k e    2 67 - 8 7 0 0

aaa services
Heating, Air Conditioning, & Plumbing

Direct: 219-472-8645Fax: 219-750-9486

7924 Independence St.Merrillville, IN 46410
www.AAAservicesHVAC.com



10

St. Michael Catholic Community Guide Book & Directory

Education and Formation
Commission

The Education and Formation Commission supports the 
parish community during our process of faith formation 
throughout our lives. It provides a variety of programs to 
help all parishioners in their faith journey to grow in the 
knowledge and love of the Lord. This commission includes 
the Director of Religious Education, the School Principal, the 
liaison from the Pastoral Council, at-large members from the 
parish, and representatives from the following ministries:

Adult Catholic Education Ministry
Janice Gatons ................................... 322-4505, ext. 8241
jgatons@stmichaelparish.life
This ministry organizes informational sessions related 
to various aspects and topics of our Roman Catholic 
Faith Tradition in order that the community may come 
to better understand their religious identity and faith. 
This group meets on an as needed basis and holds 
informational sessions for the parish 3-4 times a year.

Baptismal Preparation
Janice Gatons ................................... 322-4505, ext. 8241
jgatons@stmichaelparish.life
Parents must take this baptismal preparation session 
prior to the child’s baptism. It would be great to consider 
taking the class before the baby is born.

Catholic Bible Study
Linda Hansen..................................................... 322-1717
lhansen@marianchs.com
Delving into books of the Bible over a designated time 
frame, Catholic Bible Study offers adults a deeper 
comprehension of Sacred Scripture and its relevance to 
modern times. Each participant has the opportunity to 
explore individually and through group participation God’s 
revelation to us and the connection to Church Tradition.

Faith Formation
Kimberley Hoogeveen ........................................ 322-3077
khoogeveen@stmichaelparish.life
The vision of the Faith Formation Committee is to 
provide opportunities for lifelong faith formation for the 
St. Michael Catholic Community and affirm parishioners 
in the practice of their faith within the family, parish, 
and community, under the direction and leadership of 
the pastor. This is accomplished by providing a variety 
of programs and resources that will assist parishioners 
in their spiritual growth and outreach to others as the 
followers of Jesus Christ. Programs include Traditional, 
Family Faith, and Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. The 
Faith Formation Board meets monthly.

HSA (Home & School Association)
Colleen M. Kennedy ........................................... 322-4531
ckennedy@stmichaelparish.life
The Home & School Association is a group of parents and 
friends who raise funds to support and improve
St. Michael School. The HSA organization also provides 
numerous fun-filled events for the students of St. Michael 
School. They meet monthly.

Marriage Preparation
Janice Gatons ................................... 322-4505, ext. 8241
jgatons@stmichaelparish.life
The Marriage Prep Team brings engaged couples to a 
deeper awareness of self, communication, human sexuality, 
and theology of marriage by promoting discussion 
between the engaged couples on topics they may not have 
considered or shared. They foster personal and spiritual 
maturity through the use of parish resources. Each team 
couple presents at one to two weekends per year depending 
on the number of weddings planned, plus one to two 
informal meetings per year.

Advisory Board, School
Colleen M. Kennedy ........................................... 322-4531
ckennedy@stmichaelparish.life
As an integral part of St. Michael Parish, St. Michael 
School is committed to providing a Catholic education 
grounded in the Gospel message, academic excellence, 
and the dignity of each individual. The school serves 
children in preschool through eighth grade in a safe and 
caring environment. The School Advisory Board meets 
with the pastor and school principal for the discussion of 
ideas dealing with the operation of the school.

RADIATE High School Youth Ministry
Jeannine Quigley ............................................... 775-5356
jm.quigley@sbcglobal.net
RADIATE High School Youth Ministry invites all High 
School age youth to join us (usually) on the 2nd and 4th 
Sunday of the month in St. Patrick Hall from
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. RADIATE encourages the youth of 
St. Michael’s parish to develop a lasting love for Jesus 
Christ and the Catholic Church through praise, worship, 
and service. Each gathering is different but might include 
ice breakers, guest speakers, group discussions, and 
music—and will always feature food, friendship, and fun! 
The ministry works toward fully integrating our youth 
into the life, mission, and work of St. Michael Parish. All 
high school teens are welcome!

Sports Advisory Committee
Pat Cusick, Athletic Director .............................. 713-5472
sportsstmichael@gmail.com
Sports Advisory is comprised of a Board that provides 
support for the St. Michael School Athletic Department. 
It works in concert with the principal and Athletic 
Director to provide leadership and logistical support for 
policies and events and partners with the Development 
Office to raise funds for St. Michael Parish and the
St. Michael Athletic Programs.
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Parish Life Commission
The mission of the Parish Life Commission is to promote 
family life, help build community in the parish, and foster a 
sense of belonging among parish members of St. Michael the 
Archangel Church.

Boy Scouts of America
Scott Nowinski .................................................. 865-2484
dscott8873@aol.com
Cub Scout Pack 504 is sponsored by Holy Name Society 
for boys 1st through 5th grade and has weekly meetings. 
Boy Scout opportunities also exist for boys from 5th 
grade until their 18th birthday.

Comforting Chefs
Betty Hlad ........................................ 322-4505, ext. 8220
Sharing the gift of compassion with parishioners who are 
in mourning or experiencing illness, the members of this 
ministry provide food donations, comfort, and meals on a 
temporary basis. They also provide funeral luncheons for 
those who wish in St. Patrick Hall.

Festival Committee
Rob Guetzloff..................................................... 322-6130
robguetzloff@msn.com
Organizes our Annual Festival, which is a family-oriented 
activity. A highlight of the Festival is the drawing of the 
$100,000 Mega Raffle winners.

Holy Name Society
Rob Guetzloff..................................................... 322-6130
robguetzloff@msn.com
An organization of men of the parish involved in service, 
charity, and social activities, members participate in 
spiritual and fraternal activities and assist in various 
fundraising activities for the parish.

Knights of Columbus
Jim Prasopoulos ................................................ 662-6087
kofcjpsopsma12177@gmail.com
A Catholic men’s organization, the Knights are 
involved in spiritual enrichment, social interaction, and 
fundraising for charitable causes.

Labors of Love
St. Michael Parish Office .................................... 322-4505
office@stmichaelparish.life
Labors of Love Ministry, formerly the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, consists of a group of people who want to put 
their talents to good use for the glory of God! We crochet 
and knit useful items for those who are in need or those 
who just need a comforting touch. Also, crochet mats 
for the homeless out of plastic grocery bags. You don’t 
have to know how to knit or crochet, we also make items 
from fleece (ie: blankets, hats), and mission rosaries. We 
welcome and encourage anyone to join us.

Senior GEMS
Carol Rusich ...................................................... 736-5085
tillieteller@sbcglobal.net
Senior men and women meet with the goals of service 
and entertainment. Meetings are held the second and 
fourth Tuesday of every month in St. Patrick Hall from 
10:00 a.m. to noon. The cost is $1.00 per meeting and 
the money is used to support a charity. We try to plan 
outings on a monthly basis.

Welcoming Ministry
Carol Rusich ...................................................... 736-5085
tillieteller@sbcglobal.net
Cathy Bartczak .................................................. 864-3309
This ministry registers and welcomes people interested in 
joining St. Michael Parish. Registration is scheduled after 
the 7:30 am. and 9:30 a.m. Masses on the 3rd Sunday of 
the month.

Stewardship Commission
We are blessed to be surrounded by so many wonderful 
parishioners here at St. Michael’s. Your gifts of time, talent, 
and treasure help us to do great things together – for when 
we trust in God and allow His love to flow through us to 
others, we are helping to build His kingdom here on Earth, 
here in Schererville, here at St. Michael’s. Our ultimate goal 
is to share stewardship from each person to God and back. 
We invite everyone to challenge themselves as Catholics 
to accept our baptismal responsibility and place our gifts, 
resources, and selves at God’s service in and through the 
Church. What are your special gifts and talents? Are you 
ready to share them? God is ready to accept them! Contact 
Lynda Hemmerling at 219-775-2067, or Debbie Dahlkamp 
at 219-680-6665 if you would like to join the Commission or 
find out more about answering Jesus’ call to stewardship.

Finance Council
Parish Accountant, Jesica Cherry ...... 322-4505, ext. 8226
Members are determined through a process of 
discernment. This Council functions in an advisory 
capacity, assisting the pastor in the administration of the 
parish temporal goods. The Council finds its mandate and 
parameters in the Code of Canon Law, C.532. This Council 
is distinct but in ultimate service to the Parish Pastoral 
Council and is governed by Diocesan Statutes as well.

Parish Gardeners
Cheryl Kwiatkowski ........................................... 242-2630
kencheryl@hotmail.com
This ministry maintains and beautifies the exterior 
grounds of our parish and sponsors a flower sale in the 
spring as a fundraiser for the ministry. The many flower 
beds surrounding the church, school, grottos, and other 
shrines are always in need of weeding and a green thumb.

Cemetery Committee ........................ 322-4505, ext. 8220
 office@stmichaelparish.life

The Cemetery Committee reviews, updates, administers the 
Rules and Regulations and performs periodic reviews of all 
aspects of our St. Michael Cemetery for mutual protection 
and benefit of our lot holders as well as our cemetery.
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Education Foundation
The Foundation is a 501-c-3 non-profit corporation that 
serves all the educational ministries of St. Michael Parish. It is 
comprised of a Board of Directors that convene each quarter. 
The Foundation is empowered to accept donations of all 
types including stocks, bequests, and other forms of planned 
gifts as components of a long-term investment strategy in 
support of St. Michael and its educational ministries.

St. Michael Education Foundation ........... 322-4505
Kenneth Bohling
Patrick Cusick
Donald Doffin, Sr.
Hal Slager
Julie Hudec
Joseph Townsend
Dr. Edwin Udani
Donna Velez
Colleen M. Kennedy, Principal
Jesica Cherry
Fr. Martin Dobrzynski, Pastor

Frequently Requested Information
Bulletin Articles

All bulletin articles should be emailed to
bulletin@stmichaelparish.life or dropped off at the parish 
office by Monday (prior to the Sunday printing) before 
12:00 Noon. If you have questions, please contact the 
editor by email or by calling 322-4505, ext. 8239.

Cemetery and Columbarium
Death as seen through the eyes of a Christian is not the end; 
it is simply a natural passageway to a changed life with God. 
St. Michael’s offers two burial options for parishioners: burial 
in St. Michael’s Cemetery and cremation and entombment of 
the cremains in a Columbarium. A Columbarium (from the 
Latin word columba, meaning dove) is a structure of vaults 
lined with recesses for urns containing cremains. For more 
information about burial at St. Michael’s, contact Janice at 
322-4505, ext. 8241, jgatons@stmichaelparish.life or Monica 
at 322-4505, ext. 8220, mwantuch@stmichaelparish.life.

Hospitalized Parishioners
Unless we are directly notified by the family that a 
parishioner is hospitalized, we will probably not be aware 
of the situation. If you would like your loved one who is a 
parishioner visited and put on the prayer list, please contact
Monica at 322-4505, ext. 8220,
mwantuch@stmichaelparish.life. Names will appear on the
Prayer List for four weeks. If prayers are still needed, names 
will be placed in our book of intentions in the Chapel. 
Spiritual care is of great importance when a person is ill.

Holy Communion to the Homebound
The Ministers of Care of St. Michael Parish are here to 
assist those who are unable to come to Mass weekly, 
for whatever reason, by taking Holy Communion from 
Mass to share with them. If you are homebound because 
of circumstances that do not permit you to attend Mass 
and would like someone to bring Holy Communion and 
the Word of God to your home or to the hospital, please 
contact Janice, Monday through Friday, at 322-4505, 
ext. 8241 or jgatons@stmichaelparish.life and she will 
attend to your needs.

Nursing Home Residents
The Ministers of Care here at St. Michael’s try to visit 
the residents of our local nursing homes at least once a 
month. If you have a loved one or know of someone who 
is a parishioner and a resident of a nursing home, please 
contact Janice, at 322-4505, ext. 8241 or
jgatons@stmichaelparish.life so that arrangements can 
be made for visitation.

Registration for New Parishioners
Registration for new parishioners is usually the 3rd 
Sunday of the month. Those interested in registering 
are asked to meet in St. Patrick Hall after the 7:30 a.m. 
or 9:30 a.m. Sunday Mass. No reservation is necessary. 
It is not necessary for you to bring papers, but we do 
ask that you have the dates and places of Baptism, First 
Communion, Confirmation and Marriage for all members 
of the family. If you do not remember exact dates, please 
have approximate dates. If you have any questions 
contact Monica at 322-4505, ext. 8220,
mwantuch@stmichaelparish.life.
You may also register at the parish office Monday-Friday
from 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. at 1 E. Wilhelm St.; Schererville.

Changing Your Address?
If you are moving, please contact the parish office at your 
earliest convenience to inform us of your new address 
and phone number. This information is necessary even 
if you will be moving out of the area and joining a new 
parish since we will need your new address to send out 
an end of the year statement. If you will be leaving the 
parish, and do not wish to be included in future mailings, 
please let us know that as well. Thank you in advance for 
being good stewards.

St. Patrick Hall Rental
The first priority for the St. Patrick Hall and meeting 
rooms is always parish meetings and functions. Hall 
rental is available only to registered parishioners of St. 
Michael Parish and subject to scheduled parish events. 
No rental will be allowed when any type of liturgy or 
service (such as a wedding) is scheduled in the main 
worship space of the church at the time requested. 
Because the Hall is a part of the Church building and 
directly connected to the main worship space, it is not 
available for weddings or Quinceañera receptions. Four 
areas of St. Patrick Hall can be rented: the St. Amand 
room (bar area), the east partition, the west partition, 
and the main hall. In addition, two meeting rooms are 
available for rental of groups of 24 or less.

Rentals must be scheduled through Monica Wantuch at 
322-4505, ext. 8220 or mwantuch@stmichaelparish.life. 
David Mendoza, St. Patrick Hall Manager, coordinates 
all hall rentals once they have been scheduled through 
Monica, especially any event at which alcoholic 
beverages will be served, as alcoholic beverages must be 
purchased through the parish per the parish’s Indiana 
Liquor License. David can be reached at 219-322-4505, 
ext. 8253 for further information on liquor package 
prices, as well as scheduling and cost of required 
bartenders and security.
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www.ElmwoodCaskets.com

Elmwood Casket Company
Elmwood Cemetery Memorials

219-322-9740  (NW Corner of Cline & Rt. 30)

Locations in Shererville and Hammond with 24 Hour Service
( f l )

Strack & Van Til #8768
1515 US Highway 41

Schererville, In, 46375
P: 219.865.8990

www.strackandvantil.com

INDIANA’S GROCERY STORE • INDIANA MADE SINCE 1929

Parish Benefactors

Dobrzynski Accounting
Corp-Individual Tax Specialists

Located Rt. 30 across Myers Castle
1467 Joliet St., Dyer • (219) 440-7915

Mike Dobrzynski, EA Proprietor

Elmwood
Funeral Chapel & Crematory

11300 West 97th Lane, St. John, IN
Phone: (219) 365-3474

www.elmwoodchapel.com

Lincoln Way Animal Complex
6400 W. Lincoln Hwy.

Crown Point, IN 46307
(219) 865-1201

www.lincolnwayanimalclinic.com

Pegasus Adv Solutions
Apparel •Custom Labels

Promotional Products
(219) 440-4922

www.pegasusadv.com

Smits Funeral Home
2121 Pleasant Springs Lane

Dyer, IN 46311
(219) 322-7300 • www.smitsfh.com

Family Owned and Operated

Solan-Pruzin Funeral
Homes and Crematory
14 Kennedy Ave., Schererville

(219) 322-7766
John Pruzin, Jr. • Dean G. Wagner

solanpruzinfuneralhome.com
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Make Giving to St. Michael’s Easier with EFT!
Many of you might not be aware that you can use 
Electronic Funds Transfer to set up your giving schedule 
with St. Michael’s—just like you might already do with 
your cable, telephone, or utility bills. Your gift will be 
debited from your bank account or credit card each 
month—no need for Sunday envelopes or checks. Plus, 
this process is a big help to the parish since it helps 
us with budgeting and ensures that your gift reaches 
the church—even when you might not be here! And 
remember every dollar raised over our weekly budget 
helps us to plan our future. Please call the office at
322-4505, ext. 8239 to sign up or for more information 
or use the form that appears in this directory. Thank you 
for your continued generosity!
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Parish History of
Saint Michael the Archangel

Schererville, Indiana
Our Heritage, Our Faith, and Our Promise . . . Rooted in Love

The Saint Michael story began in the late 1800’s when Schererville was mostly farmland and rolling prairie. Forced to travel 
to distant churches over bad roads with only primitive transportation, the German Catholic pioneers of the fledgling town 
petitioned Bishop Dwenger of Fort Wayne for the establishment of a parish in Schererville in 1873. Permission was granted 
and a church was constructed on land donated by the town founder, Nicholas Scherer. On September 29, 1874, the feast day 
of St. Michael, our first church was blessed and a parish of eighty families was formed.

Fr. Gottfried Kueng became our first pastor in 1875 and that same year a new rectory was built. History was made when 
Bishop Dwenger appointed Fr. William Berg as pastor on May 28, 1881. A great believer in Catholic education, in 1886, Fr. 
Berg arranged for Franciscan Sisters to teach in the town school.

On September 16, 1900, St. Michael School opened as a full time parochial school. A tragic event occurred on September 
27, 1893; extensive vandalism was discovered in the church and in the cemetery. Two lay religious brothers from The Divine 
Word Society were deeply moved when they heard about this vandalism. Even though they usually worked in seminaries and 
motherhouses, they came to our cemetery and helped erect Mount Calvary, cast and installed the Stations of the Cross, the 
Lourdes Grotto, the Garden of Gethsemane Grotto and the Resurrection Grotto. They worked as a team with Brother Fridolin 
Ifen’s specialty being grotto design and construction and Brother Paul Tanner’s specialty being the sculpting of statues and 
crafting the reliefs found outside and inside the Grottos.

“Be fruitful and multiply,” said God—and we were fruitful and did multiply. By the time Fr. Patrick Connolly became our 
pastor in 1987, we had grown to nearly 2,000 families and had for a third time outgrown our 
worship space. Looking to the example set by our predecessors, we saw that our parish has always 
changed to meet the needs of the faithful. At the same time, we wanted to preserve our rich heritage. 
Our stunning collection of colorful stained glass windows –excellent examples of fine European 
craftsmanship – were restored and reinstalled in our new worship space. The ornate altar was moved 
from the old church along with refurbished statuary, light fixtures and other items to provide an 
important link to our parish’s long heritage. Our new church was dedicated by Bishop Dale Melczek on 
November 3, 1999. On November 12, 2000 the new Bell Tower was blessed by Father Patrick Connolly.

Fr. Martin Dobrzynski is presently the pastor of the parish and he continues to inspire the parish to 
be a place of prayer, hospitality and charity. On April 14, 2006, Fr. Marty blessed the refurbished 
Stations of the Cross, which were cast in bronze from the originals, in a special dedication service on 
Good Friday. The installation of brick pathways and lighting have made the Stations of the Cross more 
accessible to visitors.

In 2008, we launched the “Building Faith, Families & Future” stewardship program to raise money for three of the most 
pressing needs identified in a parishioner questionnaire and feasibility study: 1.) Completing interior 
construction of the south end of our church. 2.) Make repairs to and upgrade the overall condition of the 
parish school building. 3.) Remove the old church structure, dedicating that land to future cemetery use.

On September 27, 2009 – as we gathered to celebrate the Feast of St. Michael the Archangel – Fr. Marty 
blessed and christened our new “St. Patrick Social Hall”, along with three adjacent meeting rooms and a full-
service kitchen. School renovations funded by “Building Faith, Families & Future” included the installation of 
energy efficient lighting in classrooms and hallways, a new boiler, new windows and façade surrounding the 
windows, and the addition of six interactive Smart boards.

Fr. Marty initiated the “Set Your Legacy in Stone – Inscribe & Donate a Paver” Project in the Fall of 2011 because two of the 
original walkways in our cemetery – a historic landmark with gravestones dating back to the 1880s – had nearly disappeared 
due to the ravages of time and needed to be replaced. These walkways now feature the many names of members that have 
generously supported the St. Michael Parish mission.

Our latest campaign, Our Lasting Legacy raised over $3.5 million dollars for the much needed renovations of the exterior and 
interior facets of the church. These renovations wrapped up in July of 2020 and included a new roof, pavement, painting, 
and rebuilding of rose windows just to name a few.

The St. Michael Catholic community of today remains a faith-filled, family centered and educationally enriched parish. It 
is composed of our founding families, recently moved families, young families, and many single and all representing many 
ethnic and professional areas as well as other walks of life. Services and service opportunities are abundant. There are a 
variety of ways that people of all ages can get involved in the parish community, become educated, enriched and reach out to 
those in need.

Jesus said, “They will know you by your love.” We pray that our home will always be rooted in that love.
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Who Is St. Michael?
Saint Michael the Archangel

Feast Day September 29

Whenever some act of wondrous power must be performed, Michael is sent, so that his action and his name may make it clear 
that no one can do what God does by his superior power. — From a homily by Saint Pope Gregory the Great

Defend us in Battle; be our safeguard against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray and do 
thou, prince of the heavenly host, by the power of God thrust down to hell Satan and all the wicked spirits who wander through 
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. — Pope Leo XIII

Name Meaning: “Who is like God?” (The battle cry of the heaven forces during the uprising)

Representation: banner; dragon; scales; sword.

Patronage: Against temptations; ambulance drivers; artists; bakers; bankers and banking; battle; boatmen; Belgium; 
Brussels; Sicily; Congregation of St. Michael the Archangel; danger at sea, dying people; emergency medical technicians; 
England; fencing; Germany; grocers; knights; mariners; police officers; sailors; security forces; and security guards.

Old Testament: Daniel 10:13, Daniel 10:21, Daniel 12:1

New Testament: Jude 1:9, Revelations 12:7

Traditionally, St. Michael, the Archangel was to have appeared during a plague in Rome, gathering the souls of those who 
had died or were in danger of dying. He is also known as a warrior saint, who protected soldiers and provided victory over 
the forces of evil. He was often invoked by military leaders as a sign of having God on their side.

In artistic design, he is usually depicted with a sword battling or standing in victory over a dragon, snake or Satan.


