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Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Parish

7132 Arizona Ave., Hammond, IN 46323
1-219-844-3438
olphparish.live

My Dear Friends in Christ:

We are one in the Body of Christ and through him we make the world a 
better place.

We hope that this book will help us to keep in touch with each other as a 
parish family.

This book is given to us at no cost by the generous support of our 
sponsors. I thank them all for their support, and I ask that you show your 
thanks by visiting and supporting them.

This guide book is one of the many tools we hope to use to help build the 
body of Christ, because, as we get to know each other, the better we can 
serve each other, and the better we can see Christ in each other.

Yours in the service of the Lord,

Rev. Charles A. Mosley

O.L.P.H. Mission Statement
We, the community of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, desire to 

grow in the love of God the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit; 
united in faith and nourished by the Eucharist as stewards of the 
Roman Catholic Church, we share our time, talent and treasure 
by striving to live our gospel values through faithful service and 

witness of Christ’s love to our community and one another.
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A Brief History
In the 1930’s Hessville, a subdivision of Hammond, was a 
slowly growing community with only a handful of Catholic 
families. Those families wanted their children to learn about 
their faith. At this time the Hessville area was a part of the 
Fort Wayne - South Bend Diocese. After much discussion 
with Bishop Noll, he agreed to send Father Reinig out with 
a special mission… to build a new parish. He was given the 
right to choose the name of this new place of worship. He 
chose Our Lady of Perpetual Help after Mary, the mother 
of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Mr. Joseph Artim, a local of the area, had 4 lots of 
land located at 171st and Arizona. The Bishop approved this site and gave his 
blessing on the construction of this new parish. The original building was a 
frame structure purchased from the city of Hammond. They placed the first 
church on the corner at 7108 Arizona. Then they gathered on November 6, 
1938 with Bishop John Francis Noll to dedicate the new church. Father Reinig 
approached the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ and requested that sisters 
come to teach catechism to the parish children. Enrollment began to grow to 
over 350 children.

Ten years later they began building a multi-purpose building which 
contained three floors. The top floor housed the nuns. The next floor down 
was a series of classrooms. And finally the ground floor became the “New” 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish Church, which had a seating capacity 
of 550. Parishioners gathered for the first Mass in their new building on 
Sunday, August 7, 1949.

In 1957, the Diocese of Gary was erected headed by Bishop Andrew G. 
Grutka. He celebrated our 25th Anniversary on February 18, 1962. The 
parish had grown to over 1400 families, and the school had over 1400 
pupils with 17 teaching sisters. Father Reinig was then transferred to 
Saint Mary’s Parish in Michigan City. His final words to the parishioners 
of O.L.P.H. were, “I now leave you in the hands of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help. May she continue to smile upon you as I transfer to another parish 
dedicated to her honor in order to serve Her divine Son.”

In 1985, Father Joseph V. Murphy met with Bishop Gaughan and 
discussed the possibility of building a new church. A committee visited 
many churches and interviewed many architects. The “Ground breaking” 
ceremony by Bishop Gaughan took place at the 10:30 a.m. Mass on 
Sunday, August 30, 1987. It was decided that the former church would 
be remodeled into what is now the Social Center. The dedication of the 
cornerstone took place on Sunday, September 11, 1988. The dedication of 
our current church, located at 7140 Arizona Ave. took place on Sunday, 
September 18, 1988.
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Mass Schedule
Monday - Friday 7:00 a.m.
Saturday 4:00 p.m.
Sunday 8:00 a.m.
 10:00 a.m.

Evening before Holy Day: 5:30 p.m.
Holy Day: 7:00 a.m.
 7:00 p.m.

Confessions
Until further notice Confession is by appointment /

call Fr. Mosley at 219-844-3438

The Pastoral Center general office hours are
Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to Noon

and from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Contact Informa  on
Name  Title
Father Mosley .......................... Pastor/Baptism, High School Youth Minister 
  .........................................................................frmosley@sbcglobal.net
Dorothy Callahan ..................................................................Administration 
  ...........................................................dorothycallahan1@sbcglobal.net
Mari Smelko ..................................................Receptionist/Communications 
  ........................................................................ msmelko@sbcglobal.net
Alfredo Flores ..............................................................................................
  .......................... Director of Faith Formation, R.C.I.A. & Youth Minister 
  ........................................................................... sienaolph@gmail.com
Mary Jameyfield ............................................................... Director of Music 
  ................................................... 312-420-2878/music46323@aol.com
Roger/Krissi Coan .......................................................................Hall Rental 
  ....................................................219-484-5789/Rddcoan@yahoo.com

Preparing to Receive the Sacraments 
of the Church

Preparation for the reception of Sacraments calls for
•  Families to be registered members of the parish for a minimum of 

two years prior to receiving sacraments, and
•  Participation at Mass on a regular basis.

More detailed information: www.olphparish.live
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Sacraments of Ini  a  on
The three Sacraments—Baptism, Confirmation, and the Eucharist—
through which we enter into full membership in the Church.

INFANT BAPTISM:
Baptism classes are held on the First Sunday of each month at 3:00 p.m. 
in the Pastoral Center. Baptism will take place on the last weekend of the 
month. Note: No Baptisms will take place during the Advent or Lenten 
Season. For more information, please call Fr. Mosley at 844-3438 x224.

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA):
Prepares youth over 13 and adults who desire to become members of the 
Catholic Church through Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Communion.
This process also prepares those baptized as Christians who choose 
to become members of the Catholic Church. As a parish we form 
and sponsor these men and women who seek to become disciples of 
Jesus and live their faith in His Church by receiving the sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist.

Those who commit to receive Baptism, Confirmation and Communion 
continue to be present at Church, listen to the Word of God, receive 
religious instruction and begin a process of spiritual preparation. 
During the season of Lent one intensifies their spiritual preparation for 
the reception of the sacraments at Easter.

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF CHILDREN (RCIA ADAPTED FOR 
CHILDREN):

Prepares children 7 to 13 years old for the reception of Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Communion. In addition, those children whose 
family desires them to have full communion with the Catholic Church, 
and receive Confirmation and Communion participate in this program.

The children enroll in the religious education program, receive 
religious instruction on the sacraments and begin a period of spiritual 
preparation.

HOLY COMMUNION:
The Holy Eucharist is the heart and summit of the Church’s life where 
we celebrate the sacrifice of Jesus and receive His Body and Blood.

The readiness required for First Communion includes: the ability to 
recognize right and wrong, and the difference between the Eucharist 
and ordinary bread (and wine) and the desire to receive our Lord.

A child must be involved in the religious education program for two 
years and must have received the Sacrament of Confession.

Children are prepared for this sacrament in a process of classroom 
learning, family activities, and a family retreat. Parents attend an 
informational session on the meaning of the sacrament.
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Jose Corona & John Ault
Directors
Family Owned Since 1949

Bocken Funeral Home
Always Caring, Always Th ere

7042 Kennedy Ave.
Hammond, IN 46323

(219) 844-1600
www.bockenfunerals.com

That’s our focus.BETTER

At Peoples, our goal is to always deliver a better banking 
experience! And at the heart of everything we do is you, our 
first and most valued priority. That means staying 
laser-focused on your needs and desires, and offering you 
the best products, services and technology possible. That 
way, we can always be there for you when you need us most. 

Bank Better with Peoples – one of the top 200 performing 
community banks* in the nation for 14 consecutive years.

Experience You First Banking for yourself.
ibankpeoples.com  |  219.836.4400

Member FDIC

*American Banker Magazine

Parish Benefactors
Munster Donut

8314 Calumet Ave., Munster, IN
(219) 836-1709

Home Baked Goods Made on the 
Premises Daily – Since 1969
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Policy for First Communion for Children newly registered in 3rd Grade 
Religious Education Program
It is required that a child attend two consecutive years prior to 
receiving First Communion. A child starting our program in third 
grade will begin preparation for and receive the Sacrament of 
Confession in the first year of our program. They will receive First 
Holy Communion the following year.

Policy for First Communion of Children newly registered in 4th thru 8th 
grade Religious Education Program
A child must be in our religious education program one year prior 
to preparation for and receiving the sacraments of Confession and 
Communion. In the first year in our program a child is placed in the 
grade corresponding to public school. In the second year that child 
will be in the multi-grade sacrament preparation program.

CONFIRMATION:
This sacrament perfects the grace of Baptism, seals us with the gift 
of the Holy Spirit in order to root us more deeply into Christ and the 
Church and help us bear witness to the Christian faith.

Readiness for the Sacrament of Confirmation includes: a desire to have 
a deeper personal relationship with Jesus Christ and His Church, and 
an openness to receiving the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Children in the religious education program are required to receive 
two years of preparation normally in the 7th and 8th grade and 
receive Confirmation in the fall of their ninth grade. A child newly 
registered in the 8th grade needs to attend religious education for 
two years and will receive Confirmation in the fall of their 10th grade. 
During the preparation period, youth attend a retreat, participate 
in service hours and do and present a “Living Stations of the Cross” 
meditation during Lent for our parishioners.

High School-aged youth participate in a program of preparation with 
those adults who are in the RCIA process (see above).

Adults baptized as Catholics who desire to receive Confirmation (if 
needed First Holy Communion) and who have not been involved in 
the life of the church are invited to prepare through the RCIA process 
(see above).

Adults who are members of our parish, regularly attend Mass, receive 
Holy Communion and who have not been Confirmed may participate 
in a 6 week program during the Easter season leading to receiving the 
sacrament on Pentecost Sunday at Holy Angels Cathedral, Gary.
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Sacraments of Healing
PENANCE/CONFESSION:

In the Sacrament of Reconciliation Jesus Christ, in His abundant 
love and mercy, calls sinners to obtain forgiveness for sins and be 
reconciled with God and the Church.

The readiness required for the Sacrament of Penance requires a 
child to have reached the age of reason (7), and know the difference 
between right and wrong, together with an understanding of what is 
required to sin. Children who are well prepared for Penance generally 
welcome this opportunity to experience God’s mercy. A child must be 
involved in the religious education program for 2 years.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK:
This conferral of grace is administered when a believer is experiencing 
grave illness, serious surgery, or old age.
Please contact Fr. Mosley at 844-3438 x224.

Sacraments of Service
MARRIAGE:

In the Sacrament of Matrimony, a man and a woman are united in 
such a way that they become one flesh, each belonging to one another 
in a lifelong commitment of faithful love.

Arrangements with the pastor should be made at least 9 months 
before the event. For more information, please call Fr. Mosley at
844-3438 x224.

HOLY ORDERS:
Holy Orders is the sacrament through which the mission that Christ 
entrusted to his apostles continues to be exercised in the Church 
through ordination to the priesthood.

Individuals who discern the call to serve the church as ordained 
ministers do so in coordination with the pastor and the Diocese of 
Gary Office of Vocations, please call Fr. Mosley at 844-3438 x224.

Lis  ng of Ministries
We have a variety of ministries that you can join to help you express your faith.

Our goal is to be a stewardship parish, one that spreads
the good news of our Lord, Jesus Christ, by our words and our action.

FAITH FORMATION
Catechists and Catechist aides: Share faith and teach from Scripture 

and the Catechism in our K-9th grade religious education. They work 
with children at various grade levels and in sacramental preparation 
programs in our Monday evening program.
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Junior High Ministers: Adults who serve as leaders, chaperones, and 
in the planning of 5th thru 8th grade programs. Contact Alfredo Flores 
at 844-3438 x228 for more information.

RCIA Team Members: Coordinate and assist with welcoming those seeking 
Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist at the Easter Vigil. They form 
part of the liturgical and catechetical team who assists with the various 
rites of initiation and the spiritual and catechetical components of the 
process. Contact Alfredo Flores at 844-3438 x228 for more information.

Senior High Ministers: Adults who serve as leaders, chaperones, and 
in the planning of the 9th thru 12th grade youth activities. Contact

 Alfredo Flores at 844-3438 x228 for more information.

Vacation Bible School: Teen and adult leaders serve in this summer 
week-long program. Contact Alfredo Flores at 844-3438 x228 for more 
information.

PARISH LIFE
Ministers of Care: One who brings Holy Communion and visits the sick and 

home bound. Contact Fr. Mosley at 844-3438 x224 for more information.

The Piece Makers: A quilting group which meets every Tuesday at 
9:00 a.m. until noon — quilts and other items are donated to various 
church organizations. Contact the parish office at 844-3438 for more 
information.

Rosary Society: Adult women and men of the parish of all ages who show 
a dedication to Mary, Mother of God, and work at fundraisers. Meets 
monthly. Contact president Barbara Lail at 844-3438 for more information.

PEACE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE
Environmental Concerns: In September we participate in in “Adopt 

A Beach,” an environmental cleanup of Lake Michigan’s beaches 
bordering Hammond, East Chicago, and Whiting. Contact the parish 
office for more information.

“Pro-Life Rosary”: Sponsored by the Peace and Social Justice 
Commission; meets the first Saturday of each month to pray the 
Rosary at 10:00 a.m. They gather at the Respect Life Memorial. 
Contact Corrine Zaborski at 844-3438 for more information.

St. Vincent de Paul: The Society of St. Vincent de Paul serves those in 
need of food and emergency financial assistance towards housing, 
utilities and medication in our parish and Community. The Food Pantry 
is open year round. 219-845-7531.



Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish Guide Book & Directory

9

SPIRITUALITY AND LITURGY
Altar Server: Young men and women who serve at Mass. We also have 

adult servers who serve Mass during the week and at funerals. Contact 
Fr. Mosley at 844-3438 x224 for more information.

Art and Environment: People who oversee the seasonal decorations of 
the Church. Contact Parish Office 219-844-3438 for more information.

Bell Choir: Musicians who ring two octaves of bells and chimes at 
Sunday Mass and Holydays. Must be 15 years of age. Contact

 Mary Jameyfield at 312-420-2878 for more information.

Adult Choir: Sings at our Liturgies and major feast days. Contact
 Mary Jameyfield at 312-420-2878 for more information.

Cantors: Lead the people in song during our Liturgical gatherings. 
Contact Mary Jameyfield at 312-420-2878 for more information.

Youth Choir: They lead the congregation in song at the Youth Mass. 
Contact Mary Jamieyfield at 312-420-2878 for more information.

Funeral Choir: Sings at all funerals at Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 
Contact Mary Jameyfield at 312-420-2878 for more information.

Lay Ministers of Holy Communion: One who helps distribute the 
Eucharist during Mass. Contact Sharon Laramie 219-845-8667 for 
more information.

Lectors: They proclaim the Word of God during Mass. Contact
 Mary Jo Gorman at 219-845-1334.

Mustard Seed Prayer Group: A group of people who meet on 
Thursday evening to pray and offer faith sharing. Contact Tom and 
Mirthala Taylor at 845-6419 for more information.

Scripture Study: This group meets once a week at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday 
or at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday to examine the Bible.

 Contact Fr. Mosley at 844-3438 x224 for more information.

Ushers: Men and women 14 years or older who usher at Mass and 
Holydays usually every other month. Contact Nancy Machnikowski at 
989-9782 for more information.

Wednesday Prayer Group: Meets at 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday 
morning to pray before the Blessed Sacrament. Contact Pastoral 
Center at 844-3438 for more information.



Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish Guide Book & Directory

10

STEWARDSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Office Help: People who help with our bulk mailing and bulletin 

stuffing. Contact Mari Smelko at 844-3438 x221 for more information.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Garden Club: People who help with 
light gardening around the church grounds. Contact Fr. Mosley at

 844-3438 x224 for more information.

Religious Educa  on Program
Kindergarten through 8th grade

Monday evenings from the third week of September until the 1st week of May
Twenty-six evening sessions from 6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

Youth Ministry
3rd to 5th grade &

6th through 12th grade

Third through fifth grade youth meet on the fourth Sunday of the month 
1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m.

Sixth through 12th grade youth meet on the second Sunday of the month 
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help from 1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m.

We are involved in service to our parish; learning and sharing our faith, 
praying and becoming a closer community of young people.
We are active in many ministries of the parish. We serve as Lectors, 
Eucharistic Ministers, Catechist aids, singers in the contemporary choir and 
with occasional clean-up of our grounds. We are active at the 10:00 a.m. 
Youth Mass on the second Sunday of the month at Our Lady of Perpetual.


