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St. Brigid Catholic Church
6907 Kitchener Street, San Antonio, TX 78240

(210) 696-0896

Parish Clergy
Pastor

Rev. Gilberto Vallejo

Deacons
Deacon Don Bradley Deacon Roy Amo (retired)
Deacon Ruben Davila Deacon Harold Decuir (retired)
Deacon Tom Billimek (retired) Deacon Juan Espinosa (retired)

Pastoral Team Staff
Rev. Gilberto Vallejo ...........................................................................Pastor ............ (X211) .......gilbertovallejo@stbrigidcc.org

General Email ..................................................................................................................................ParishOffice@stbrigidcc.org

Pam Bradley ................................................Business Manager/Bookkeeper ............ (X212) ...........PamBradley@stbrigidcc.org

Raquel Galindo ..................................................................Parish Secretary ............ (X200) ...... RaquelGalindo@stbrigidcc.org

Sonia Vallejo .......................................................................Assist Secretary ............ (X203) .......... SoniaVallejo@stbrigidcc.org

Cathy Tucker ............................................................Coordinator of Liturgy ............ (X207) ..........CathyTucker@stbrigidcc.org

Dorothy Ybarra ...................................................... Music Ministry Director ............ (X215) .................... DorothyMY@aol.com

Mario Macias ............................................. Director of Religious Education ............ (X206) ......... MarioMacias@stbrigidcc.org

Debra Schneider.....................................................Adult Faith Coordinator ............ (X209) .... DebraSchneider@stbrigidcc.org

Dannel Rodriguez ............................................ Youth Ministry Coordinator ............ (X208) ... Dannelrodriguez@stbrigidcc.org

Rosie Chavez .............................................................Kids Day Out Director ............ (X213) .......Rosie.Chavez405@yahoo.com

Mary Ann Skilling ........................................Coordinator of Social Services ............ (X205) ... MaryAnnSkilling@stbrigidcc.org

Santos Gomez and David Cervera ..............................................Custodians

Charlie Perez ...........................................................................Maintenance

Newcomer Registration
New Parishioners can register with the parish at any time. Parish registration forms are located online, in the parish office 
or in the Narthex of the church building. We encourage all new parishioners to register with us; once registered, welcome 
packets are mailed to your home address. The information enclosed in the welcome packets can help you to better know 
your parish community.

If you would like to learn about the new parish you are joining and how our parish functions, take time to read our mission 
and philosophy on our website at stbrigidcc.org. If you have any questions, please feel free to call the parish office at
210-696-0896.
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About St. Brigid Church
Profile of St. Brigid Catholic Church
The people of St. Brigid Catholic Church, by our baptism strive 
to be a priestly people, committed to serve and participate in a 
faith community. We believe that we are a prophetic people who 
are willing to risk and accept change to witness the message 
of Christ to the Modern World. We feel called by God to be 
a parish not turned in on itself, but a parish that reaches out 
beyond its boundaries to be a servant to the people of God. 
We see ourselves as a faith community with a strong sense 
of its mission. We have a Pastor appointed to our Parish by 
the Archbishop of San Antonio and Pastoral Team who are 
able to share leadership of the Parish and willing to delegate 
responsibility in such a manner as to continue the development 
of a committed lay leadership that will assist in carrying out 
the message of the Gospel.

The population of St. Brigid (approximately 2746 households) 
includes a large number of professionals, military personnel, 
retirees, immigrants, multicultural background and people with 
young families. The uniqueness of this population is its sense of 
commitment to a faith community and its desire to place God in 
the center of their busy lives. St. Brigid parish serves as a stable 
oasis in the midst of a mobile society as members experience 
the beauty of people willing to serve other people in a spirit 
of brotherly and sisterly love. According to the Document on 
Lay Ministry, from the Second Vatican Council, “The laity are 
to share in the priestly, prophetical and kingly office of Christ,” 
and “they have therefore, in the Church and in the World, their 
own assignment in the mission of the whole people of God.”

The Cross of St. Brigid
St. Brigid, the patron saint of our church community, is always 
depicted with a cross. Renowned for her charitable acts of 
love, St. Brigid once nursed a pagan chieftain back to health. 
Legend has it that while he slept, she made a cross of rushes, 
which were used as floor coverings in 5th century Ireland. On 
waking, the chieftain asked her to explain the cross. St. Brigid 
told him the story of Calvary and of our Lord Jesus’ undying love. 
Deeply moved, the man converted to Christianity and regained 
his health supposedly due to St. Brigid’s prayers and ministry.

The making of that cross is a lovely, centuries’ old custom in 
Ireland, where it is still practiced today. Made of rushes, straw, 
or wood, a St. Brigid Cross is placed in homes each year on 
the eve of her feast day, February 1st. Our parish community 
traditionally commemorates St. Brigid Feast Day with a parish-
wide celebration on the weekend closest to February 1.

Our Philosophy of Ministry
Because God has made a covenant with us to be a pilgrim people 
in this community, and so that our living of the Gospel may be 
continually renewed and deepened, we come together in our 
worship and community gatherings to celebrate. We recognize 
every person in the community, each with specific needs and 
unique gifts, and we enable one another to answer God’s call. 
We also recognize that in so doing we are stewards of God’s 
creation and are called to share our time, talents and treasures.

It is through creating a prayerful, healing, reconciling atmosphere 
and the sharing of ourselves in love, that we experience God’s 
creative Spirit among us. It binds us into God’s family, encourages 
each of us to become Church, and impels us to proclaim the Gospel 
to the entire world! The local Church: A community in Jesus, 
continuing His saving presence throughout time.

Our philosophy and practice is one of collaboration. We believe 
that we are all called to share in the building up of the Kingdom 
of God. We build up God’s kingdom by offering our uniqueness 
and giftedness and working in unison. St. Brigid Parish pastoral 
leadership is based on the approach called Collaborative 
Ministries, or Team Ministry. The Pastoral Team shares in the 
responsibility and accountability of the life of the parish. They, 
in their Christian vocation, are called to serve, to enable, and 
to empower the parishioners. The expression of the Pastoral 
Team and the entire Parish Community is one of worship and 
ministry. This expression is rooted in Jesus’ commandments to 
us all: to love God, love our neighbors and to love ourselves.

We are a community that believes we are in co-union with God 
and each other. We are all “stewards” of the affairs of God on 
this earth, gifted with the resources necessary to draw ourselves 
and others closer to Him. Stewardship is a basic and consistent 
life-style that we as Christians are called to. It is a lifestyle of 
caring and sharing. Our Parish Community is composed of 
people with varied gifts and resources. Each individual affects 
the growth and life of the community in direct proportion to the 
manner that he/she responds to this responsibility and privilege.

Our community does not happen automatically. It must be created 
by people actively participating in it. Our goal is to be of service to 
all within our parish family. Everyone is a vital part of the Body!

Stewardship
Stewardship of time, talent, and treasure is another major 
thread that runs through our parish life. It defines the whole 
philosophy of the parish toward its financial responsibilities and 
pastoral needs. Parishioners are asked to pledge a percentage of 
their money, time and talent to support the work of the Parish.

“Each of you, as a good manager of God’s gifts, shall use for the 
good of others the special gifts you have received from God.” (1 
Peter 4:10) Stewardship is using, with integrity and faithfulness, 
the gifts which God has given. As Christians, we are to pray daily, 
attend worship regularly, give sacrificially and serve faithfully.

Stewardship of Time
Frequently we make the statement “We don’t have time.” 
Yet, we have as much time as anyone else. Furthermore, 
the time we have is not ours. God gives it to us. With all 
the time we have, we can give a portion of it back to God 
each week. This can be in addition to the time we spend at 
the weekend liturgy. As to what you do with the time you 
set aside, we leave it up to you. However, we do suggest 
that you include your own ongoing religious education and 
faith development as well as ministry to others.
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Stewardship of Talent
As it is for time, so it is for talent. Each one of us has many 
talents given to us freely by God. Likewise, we are called to 
use these for the furthering of God’s kingdom. Furthermore, 
our talents are needed in the community. Only when we 
use them will they be appreciated. As to how you can share 
your talents, please contact the parish office for ministries 
in which you would like to participate in.

Stewardship of Treasure
“Give an account of your stewardship.” (Luke 16:2) As it is 
for time and talent, so it is for our treasure. That also comes 
from God. Indeed, we are blessed in many ways. Since we 
will be asked to give an account of our stewardship, now is 
a good time to get our books in order. Our goal is tithing, 
and many families and individuals practice it. What you 
give is your decision. However, by tithing one tenth of 
your income to God, you’ll find the other nine tenths will 
go much further.

Outreach Program
To make sure we practice what we preach, the parish gives 
a percent of every collection to our Outreach Program. The 
Outreach Program assists those in need both within our 
parish family and the larger community within our Parish 
boundaries. It is also worth considering that the parish 
that does not cost you anything is not worth attending. 
A distinction must be made here. We do not give to the 
church to pay off a debt or a building fund, but to God, 
to help further His Mission on Earth. The tithe can seem 
an impossible goal to new or maturing Christians. In that 
case, we are asked to become percentage givers. We are 
to commit to God a set percentage of our income, making 
that commitment a top priority in our spending.

Jesus talked five times as much about money as He did 
about prayer. Until we have given God control of our 
finances and our time, we have not really surrendered to 
His control of our lives. Our attitude toward money will 
either be a major barrier between us and God, or a means 
of growing in grace. Remember: Keeping the tithe, as the 
Bible teaches, is essentially a matter of the heart and not 
the wallet!

Sacramental Life
It is primarily in the liturgical celebration that we come together 
as people of prayer, and are strengthened by our worship and 
participation in the sacraments. Through our sacramental life, 
we go forth to share in the mission of Jesus in the community 
in which we live. And, it is in this context that the following 
guidelines are offered.

Infant Baptism
It is in Baptism that one is welcomed into a community 
of faith. At St. Brigid, we welcome new members as a 
parish community. Parents are required to participate in a 
baptism class in preparation for the Sacrament of Baptism, 
preferably before the child is born. Godparents/sponsors are 
also required to attend a baptism class as well. Godparents 
must be married in the church. Parents must live within 
St. Brigid Parish boundaries or have permission from their 
home parish to have their child baptized outside their parish 
boundaries. To sign up for baptism classes, please call the 
parish office.

Confirmation for Adults
Those adults who seek to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Confirmation (and who have already been baptized 
and celebrated First Eucharist) are invited to a series of 
sessions. Currently the Archdiocese is changing when Adult 
Confirmation occurs. Please consult your weekly bulletin or 
contact the Parish Office for more information.

RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
The process known as RCIA brings adults to the sacraments 
of Christian initiation: Baptism, Confirmation, and 
Eucharist. The process is successfully used for persons 
who are unbaptized; for baptized Christians who have 
been members of another denomination and seek to be 
received into full communion with the Catholic Church; 
and for baptized Catholics who are uncatechized and 
need Confirmation and Eucharist. The initial period of 
inquiry begins with an interview with the parish RCIA 
team and the pastor. The time is intended to be relaxed 
and informal, giving those interested in the process an 
opportunity to explore and question. The yearly cycle of 
conversion, begins in late August/early September. For the 
unbaptized candidates and those candidates for conversion 
from another religion, the sessions help them to understand 
what it means to be Catholic and to discern their desire to 
enter the formal process of the RCIA. For those baptized 
Catholics needing the sacraments of Confirmation and 
Eucharist, this becomes a time of renewed commitment, 
ongoing formation, and deepened awareness of God’s 
presence. The period of the Catechumenate provides an 
opportunity to learn the basic elements of the Catholic faith 
and become familiar with the practices and traditions of the 
Church. Particularly helpful are the times of reflection set 
aside to process the learning experience and the effects of 
our relationship with God and with others. Periodic Rites 
celebrated with the community mark the stages along the 
way and affirm the progress of the participants. This group 
meets on Sunday morning with several Saturday reflections 
scheduled into the process.

Sacraments for Children
Children and youth are invited to participate in sacraments 
as follows:

• First Reconciliation (Confession): For child in 2nd grade 
and above, already baptized in the Catholic Faith and 
in the second consecutive year of Faith Formation. 
Parent meeting: early fall. (Children continue in Faith 
Formation at their grade level but parents prepare them 
for First Reconciliation at home.)

• First Eucharist (Communion): For child in 2nd grade 
and above, already baptized in the Catholic Faith and 
in the second consecutive year of Faith Formation, and 
who has celebrated First Reconciliation. Parent meeting: 
January; celebration in April or May. (Children continue 
in Faith Formation at their grade level, but parents 
prepare them for First Eucharist at home.)

• Confirmation 1: For youth in 9th grade or above, 
already baptized in the Catholic Faith and who has 
celebrated First Reconciliation and First Eucharist. 
Parent-Candidate-Sponsor meeting in early fall.

• Confirmation 2: For youth in 10th grade or above and 
in 2nd consecutive year of Faith Formation, already 
baptized in the Catholic Faith and who as celebrated 
First Reconciliation and First Eucharist. Parent-
Candidate-Sponsor meeting in early fall.
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RCIA Adapted to Children/Youth
Children/Youth aged 7 or older who have not been baptized 
or are baptized in another Christian Faith experience the 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults in an adapted format. 
It is a two-year program. In the first year they are placed in 
regular peer classes appropriate to their grade level. In the 
second year they join other children who are not baptized 
or are baptized in another Christian Faith to prepare for 
Baptism or Profession of Catholic Faith, Confirmation and 
Eucharist at the Easter Vigil.

Matrimony
• The Archdiocese of San Antonio has explicitly outlined 

the requirements for the reception of the Sacrament of 
Matrimony. The requirements are:

• Both must have attained their 18th birthday by the 
date of their marriage.

• They must initiate contact with the Pastor. This contact 
should be made at least six months prior to the planned 
marriage date.

• Complete Marriage Preparation Programs.

Contact the Priest before you reserve specific dates with 
music bands, halls or hotels. The marriage covenant that 
you are entering is both solemn and sacred. Your marriage 
ceremony is the perfect way to begin married life together 
with God. All matters to do with the marriage ceremony, 
such as the Scripture readings, music, videotaping or 
photography is worked out between the couple and the 
Priest/Deacon. Sufficient time given to prepare for your 
marriage is time well spent, and time you need to give 
yourselves. You are preparing for the great journey in 
married life with each other and the Lord. There will be a 
number of sessions, as well, with the Priest or Deacon who 
will officiate at your marriage. Certain documents must be 
supplied by the couple. The couple is encouraged to make 
all appointments and arrangements themselves. The parish 
wedding coordinator is required and provided by the parish 
at a minimal cost to the couple. The couple is encouraged 
to contact the parish music ministry director at the outset of 
making their wedding plans. Flower petals, rice, confetti, or 
bird seed throwing is not permitted on St. Brigid property 
to safeguard people from falling.

The Catholic Annulment Process
Many Catholics and others as well, are often confused about 
what the church teaches about divorce and remarriage in 
the Catholic Church. There are many myths about divorce 
and the Annulment Process. Specifically, the questions often 
have to do with how the process works and why the Church 
requires it. A person who is not Catholic but is seeking 
marriage to a Catholic often asks the latter question. We 
hope this article will attempt to answer some of the concerns 
and questions you may have.

The First step to understanding the Annulment Process 
is to know what the Catholic Church, in its Canon Law, 
teaches about marriage. First, it is one of seven sacraments 
that the Church celebrates. Because it is a sacrament, the 
marriage of a man and woman becomes a visible sign of 
the presence of God. The marriage covenant is a bond not 
broken by divorce. “What God had joined, no one must 
divide.” Even if married by a civil official, people 
of other faith traditions are considered to be in 
sacramental marriages if at least one is baptized.

This “marriage bond” or covenant is an enduring and 
permanent partnership in which husband and wife establish 
a loving and life-giving relationship that reveals to the world 
the love and faithfulness of God.

While recognized as a sad reality by the Church, divorce 
is seen as a last resort to protect one’s rights - and not an 
easy answer to problems within the marriage. When a 
marriage does end in divorce, either party may petition 
the Church to look at the marriage. For non-Catholics, 
it is important to know that the Church only asks this of 
them if they are marrying a Catholic or if they wish to 
become Catholic. This is because married people who 
are in communion with the Church must be in a sacramental 
marriage.

The Tribunal has different procedures for different types of 
cases. Some procedures apply to Catholics married outside 
the Church, or to a person who is married to someone who 
was previously married. The informal cases are mostly 
documentary processes.

The more formal and lengthier procedure applies to other 
cases. When a Declaration of Nullity is granted, it is a 
statement by the Church that, despite external appearances, 
the enduring bond of a sacramental marriage was not 
present at the time of the marriage. This reality could be 
true for a number of different reasons that are unique to 
each marriage.

The process for each diocese varies, but the Canon Laws 
are the same. The current address of the ex-spouse must be 
given to the Tribunal as he or she will usually be notified 
of the petition and asked to provide testimony. In formal 
cases, each party to the marriage is also asked to provide 
witnesses. Witnesses are family members, friends or 
counselors, if applicable, who can offer insights into you 
and your marriage.

One can begin an annulment by calling a Catholic parish, 
and asking to speak to a Priest, Deacon or a Lay Case 
Sponsor about a previous marriage. For more information, 
contact the Archdiocesan Tribunal by phone at
210-734-1696 or see if the Tribunal has a website.

One last note: divorced Catholics who are not remarried 
in the Church remain in communion with the Church and 
are encouraged to participate regularly in the Sacramental 
life of the Church.

Quinceañeras
Quinceañera blessing dates are set in consultation with 
the pastor. Quinceañera must meet with the pastor and/
or coordinator as specified by the pastor. Requirements for 
Quinceañera: must have a history of attendance at Religious 
Education for the past two years. Also, must attend classes 
given by the coordinator to be properly instructed in the 
cultural and religious traditions surrounding a Quinceañera 
celebration. The liturgical celebration should be planned 
with the pastor and the coordinator at least 6-8 weeks 
prior to the Quinceañera. This preparation is important 
because this celebration is sacred. Coordinator fees are the 
responsibility of the Quinceañera debutante.
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(210) 227-1461

Th e Angelus Funeral HomeTh e Angelus Funeral Home

Pre-Arranged Funeral Counseling • Shipping • Cremations

John F. Delgado & Family
Parishioners

A Catholic Institution
Family Owned & Operated.

www.theangelusfuneralhome.com

1119 N. St. Mary’s St.
@ Brooklyn

Wills • Trusts
Power of Attorney • Probate
Transfer on Death Deeds

210-949-1000
12274 Bandera Rd., #222

Helotes, TX 78023
KCGLaw@att.net

www.BexarLaw.com

g

Wills • Trusts
Power of Attorney • Probate

LAW OFFICE OF
KATHLEEN CASSIDY GOODMAN, PLLC

SPECIALSPECIAL
OFFER!OFFER!

www.rutkowskiplumbing.com

WE DO THE WORK SO YOU
DON’T HAVE TO! 

(210) 695-3276

Providing The Best In Residential Services
• Water Heaters • Soft Water Systems • Repairs

• Using Top Quality Materials And Insured.

$25 discount on any service
under $300 or $50 discount
off  any service above $300.

• Family Owned & Operated
• Serving Our Community
• Over 25 Years Experience
• Licensed & Bonded

LIC#16201

Dorothy
Ybarra

SCOTT MYERS, REALTORS
®

Sales Associate
Parishioner & Realtor

for over 35 Years

11830 Wurzbach Rd. (The Elms) • 210-479-1222
Quality Service Award Office 2003-2018

DorothyMY@aol.com

Call or Text

Cell: 210-391-1193
Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated

Handling your real
estate needs with

competence & care.
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Worship Life
We recognize the sacrament of the Eucharist as our source of 
strength and the core of parish life. Each liturgical experience 
is a celebration; and, it is a time when the community comes 
together to worship, to give praise and thanksgiving, and to 
be nourished by the Word of God and by the Body of Christ.

The Laity are actively involved in creating the weekly and special 
liturgies by their attendance and participation at the various 
Mass of their choice. It is primarily in the liturgical celebration 
that we come together as people of prayer and are strengthened 
by our worship.

Following are ways offered at St. Brigid that parishioner can 
participate in to enhance their worship life.

Adoration & Prayer
At St. Brigid, we have various forms and times for prayer and 
adoration. Here are just a few of these events:

 Guadalupanos Communion Sunday & Rosary
Every 2nd Sunday of the month, the Guadalupanos Society 
of St. Brigid pays a special devotional honor to Our Lady of 
Guadalupe by attending the 8:00 am Mass together. They 
also recite a special rosary after the 8:00 am Mass.

 Adoration
The Blessed Sacrament Chapel is open 6:00 am to 8:00 pm 
during the week for personal prayer.

Perpetual Adoration has changed since the pandemic began. 
We are hoping to move back to having Adoration from 2:00 
pm. Sunday through 4:30 pm Saturday. Until then, hours are 
Monday through Friday, 6a.m. through 5p.m. There are signup 
slips in the Chapel area if you are interested in committing to 
one hour per week of adoration. Once we return to extended 
hours, the church/chapel doors will be locked from 8:00 pm 
to 6:00 a.m., for the safety of our adorers.

 Telephone Prayer Chain
A team of dedicated persons pray for those people who need 
special prayers. To add someone to the prayer list, please 
call Lori Dwyer at 210-323-2960.

Altar Flower Donations
Families can sign up for altar flower donations. Donations are 
scheduled during office hours and may be purchased at any local 
flower shop. You may call the office for suggestions on where 
to get your flower arrangements. Flowers need to be delivered 
to the church no later than 12:00 pm on Saturday.

Blessings
The word “blessing” refers to our praise of God and to our 
request for His loving care for us. As we praise God over people 
and things, they are blessed for His service. We have inherited 
the practice of blessings from the Jewish religion. Over the 
centuries, the Catholic Church has encouraged the use of 
blessings. Some of these are celebrated within the liturgy and 
some at other times.

 Home Blessings
The Catholic Church speaks of the family as the “domestic 
Church.” The home is the sacred space where faith and 
human growth is nourished. Whether it is on the occasion 
of moving into one’s “new home” or after a period of having 
lived there, a family may feel the need for prayer and a 
blessing for their family and home.

Spiritual strength, healing and bonding occurs when the 
family and their home is blessed. As a community of faith, 
we are called to be present to one another in times of need. 
Upon a personal request by the family, the priest or deacon 
will bless the home of a parishioner.

Various other blessings such as pet, throat, travelers, cars, 
etc., are given throughout the year. Please contact the office 
for more information or for an appointment.

Candles
In the lighting of candles, we remember and truly live the words 
of Our Lord: “I am the Light of the World.” In the lighting of 
candles, we not only pray, but our prayers become smaller 
symbols of the One Light of Christ. In the burning of candles, 
our prayers rise up to Heaven day and night. Prayers for the 
intercession of Mother Mary and/or the saints are common 
because of their relationship with God in Heaven. Mother Mary, 
in particular, and the Saints are powerful intercessors. An old 
Catholic custom is to pray “Jesus is the Light of the world, a 
Light which never knows darkness” when lighting candles.

 Blessed Sacrament Candles
Candles inserted in a plastic container, best fit the red 
sanctuary globes and are safer for usage. The cost is $5 each 
and are available from the Parish Office during regular office 
hours and in the Narthex after weekend Masses.

 Marian Chapel Candles
Our Lady of Guadalupe candles in glass containers are 
available on most Sundays after each Mass in the Narthex. 
These recommended, high quality, beeswax candles, last 
for approximately seven days and are best for the Chapel’s 
environment. Cost of candles is $5.00. Thank you for your 
cooperation.

 Presence Lamp
The Presence Lamp is located in the window of the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel. The candle in this lamp burns 
constantly as a sign of honor shown to the Lord. We offer 
you the opportunity to dedicate the candle in this lamp to 
the memory of a loved one, etc. The candle burns for one 
week beginning on Friday. The cost is $10.00 and can be 
reserved by contacting Cathy Tucker at ext. 207.
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Chapel Hours & Mass Times
We recognize the sacrament of the Eucharist as our source of 
strength and the core of parish life. Each liturgical experience 
is a celebration and it is a time when the community comes 
together to worship, to give praise and thanksgiving, and to be 
nourished by the Word of God and by the Body of Christ. The 
Laity are actively involved in creating the weekly and special 
liturgies and sacraments. We go forth to share in the mission 
of Jesus in the community in which we live. It is in this context 
that the following guidelines are offered.

 Mass Times
Our Community celebrates the Eucharist at 5:00 pm on 
Saturday; and, 8:00 am, 10:30 am, 12:30 pm and 2:30 pm 
(Spanish) on Sundays.

During the week, Daily Mass is held Tuesday through Friday 
at 12:00 pm. A Communion Services takes place every day 
at 6:00 am.

 Children’s Liturgy
The Young Voices Choir sings on the last Sunday of the 
month at the 10:30 am Mass.

 Holy Days of Obligation
Varies; please see weekly bulletin for times.

Coffee Fellowship
A ministry that promotes parish community, goodwill, and 
hospitality as an expression of our motto - “There are no 
strangers here, only friends we have not met.” This outreach is 
provided after the 8:00 am and the 10:30 am Sunday Masses 
in the Narthex of the church or the Parish Hall on occasions.

Funeral Information
When the time comes that you need help with funeral 
information at St. Brigid, please contact Cathy at ext. 207.

Mass Intentions
Mass Intentions may be requested by calling the parish office 
during business hours. They are $5.00 donation per intention. 
Mass cards are available.

Parish Library
We have a library of books and audio-visual materials which 
are available to the people of this parish and to the small faith 
communities for their spiritual needs. Our library system is set 
up much like public libraries for location of books and videos. 
Books and videos may be taken out for two weeks. You may 
come to the parish office for assistance during business hours.

Pastoral Care
The celebration of the sacraments of Holy Communion, 
Reconciliation, and the Anointing of the Sick can be arranged 
when you call the office. Pastoral Care includes outreach to: the 
homebound, the hospitalized, and those in institutions such as 
nursing homes, rehabilitation centers or senior citizen centers.

From time to time, a person may need to ask for the Sacrament 
of Anointing, a Pastoral Care visit to be provided the Eucharist 
(communion), or for prayers.

If you or someone you know needs a visit for anointing and/
or communion or for prayer, following are some guidelines to 
assist you in how to receive these requests:

 Anointing of the Sick/Sick Calls
Please call the parish office at 210-696-0896.

 Hospital or Home Visits
If you, or a family member, are admitted to the hospital, 
let us know the name of the facility and the room number 
and the full name of the patient so the person can be seen 
without delay by calling the parish office.

New confidentiality laws can limit clergy access to names 
and room numbers of patients in hospitals and nursing 
homes, so please provide as much information as possible 
regarding the location and time of visit.

If you or the person you are calling about is being cared for 
at home, when giving the address, please also indicate the 
subdivision and/or main intersection closest to the home/
subdivision. Thank you.

If you would like a Pastoral Care Minister to come visit you, 
please contact Cathy Tucker at ext. 207.

 Weekly Prayer List
Every week we update our prayer list with names of loved 
ones who need prayer. These names are posted in our 
office, the bulletin boards in the McKenna and parish hall 
buildings, the Narthex and Day Chapel, and on the website. 
To add yours or a loved one’s name, please call the parish 
office: 210-696-0896.

Reconciliation (Confession)
It is in the Sacrament of Reconciliation (confession) that we 
experience the sign of Christ’s mercy, love, forgiveness and 
healing. Community Penance services are held during Advent 
and Lent each year. Individual celebration of the sacrament is 
available as follows:

• Every Wednesday and Thursday at 5:00 pm
• By appointment, call the office

Stations of the Cross
The Stations of the Cross/Via Cruces are prayed on the Fridays 
of Lent in the Sanctuary.
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Ministries of Worship
Liturgy is what happens when we come together in praise and 
thanksgiving to God. We are the Body of Christ coming together 
to celebrate as a community. Good liturgy is accomplished by 
many people filling many roles in various liturgical ministries. 
MINISTRY is a responsibility of ours. By our Baptism, we are 
called to serve God through ministry. When we are confirmed, 
we personally accept that responsibility of Christian service.
We are blessed in our community with a wealth of talented, 
enthusiastic and caring people who work so very hard to make our 
liturgies welcoming and prayerful. However, it does take many, 
many people in many different roles to accomplish the “work” 
of liturgy. Below is a list of the liturgical ministries in our parish.
If you have any questions or would like to join one of these 
ministries, contact Cathy Tucker, Coordinator of Liturgy, at ext. 207.

Altar Care
Altar care is a behind-the-scenes ministry. Ministers are 
responsible for the care of the Day Chapel, Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel and the Sanctuary, making sure all is ready for worship. 
The duties require one hour on Friday or Saturday morning.

Altar Servers
Altar servers assist the priest at the altar during Mass. Their service 
is also to the community by setting the example for others by their 
attitude and posture. Altar servers are trained to serve with grace and 
reverence. This ministry is open to persons from 10 years of age to 
adults who have received the sacraments of Baptism and Eucharist.

Art & Environment
Our art and environment ministers aid in preparing the church 
as a pleasant and inspiring place to give praise to our God as 
we move through the liturgical seasons of the year. It is a way 
to serve God through your creativity and talents.

Eucharistic Ministers
Eucharistic ministers serve the community by sharing the Body 
and Blood of Christ. This is a ministry that Pope Paul VI called “an 
important office of immense love.” It requires an understanding 
and reverence for the Eucharist. Adults and teenagers who have 
received the Sacrament of Confirmation may serve in this ministry.

Greeters
Greeters are called to be ministers of hospitality to all who come 
through the church doors. They welcome everyone, assist with 
seating, special needs, and Offertory and Communion processions. 
They also distribute handouts and bulletins. This is an important 
and rewarding ministry for both adults and young people. It is a 
special opportunity for families to minister together.

Lectors
Lectors are called to proclaim the Word of God during Mass and 
other liturgical services. This ministry requires a strong belief in and 
devotion to the truth proclaimed in Scripture. Scheduled lectors 
participate in Bible study and practice prior to their assigned Mass. 
This ministry is open to all Baptized adults and teenagers.

Linen Care
Linen care ministers are responsible for washing and ironing the 
altar linens. The linens are picked up following the last Mass on 
Sunday or during the week. The time required for this ministry 
is about two hours once every two or three months.

Mass Coordinators
Mass coordinators are responsible for facilitating the smooth 
flow of the liturgy and attending to the needs of the community. 
This is the person all other ministers look to for assistance and/
or guidance during their scheduled Mass. Coordinators are 
scheduled approximately 1-2 times per month.

Pastoral Care Ministry
Pastoral Care ministry includes outreach to: the homebound, the 
hospitalized, and those in institutions such as nursing homes, 
rehabilitation centers or senior citizen centers. People who have 
chosen a ministry of Pastoral Care to those confined by illness or 
the infirmities of age give thanks for the opportunity to be part of 
this special ministry. They are people who have chosen to reach out 
with gentle and tender hands to offer Jesus to those who are sick 
and suffering. Their call is to share the journey of others by offering 
the Eucharist and by offering their presence for a chat, a prayer, 
or an understanding moment. If you are interested in training as 
a Pastoral Care Minister, please contact Cathy Tucker at ext. 207.

Music in the Liturgy
The Music Ministry plays an important role in the worship 
experience at St. Brigid, and there are several different ways 
in which to be involved. Some of the ensembles minister 
each weekend, and others minister for special feast days and 
celebrations or as needed. There are no formal auditions, 
although some ensembles will have some basic requirements in 
order to be able to fully participate. If you have been involved 
in Music Ministry in a way not listed below, please let us know! 
Perhaps we can develop an opportunity for you and for others 
with like interests. For more information on any of the following 
ensembles, please contact Dorothy Ybarra, Music Ministry 
Director at (210) 391-1193 or DorothyMY@aol.com.

Contemporary Choir
Members minister at their preferred Mass or whenever 
their personal schedules allow. The group rehearses all 
together on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the Music 
Ministry Rehearsal Room, and members select from between 
three Masses: 5:00 p.m. Saturday (Vigil), 10:30 a.m. and 
12:30 p.m. on Sunday. For special celebrations such as the 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses, individuals sign 
up for the time(s) which work for them.

Bilingual Choir
Members minister at the 8:00 a.m. Mass and for special 
celebrations throughout the year, sometimes teaming up with 
the Contemporary Choir or another group. Rehearsals take 
place on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the Music Ministry 
Rehearsal room. The ability to read and/or speak Spanish is 
helpful, but not required. The repertory is mostly in Spanish.

Young Voices
This group is open to children at least six years of age and 
older. The rehearsals are held on Thursday afternoons from 
6:00 to 7:30 p.m., and the group ministers on the last Sunday 
of each month at the 10:30 Mass, as well as the Christmas Eve 
vigil Mass and other special celebrations throughout the year.

Bereavement Choir
Since almost all funerals and memorial services take place 
during the day, this group is open to singers and musicians 
available at that time. Those who especially feel called to 
minister through music to those who have suffered the loss 
of a loved one are invited to join this group. There are no 
regularly scheduled rehearsals. All those in the group are 
made aware of upcoming funerals and memorial services, 
and those who can and are willing to attend may do so. 
There is a short warm-up and practice before the service, 
usually about 30 minutes prior. Anyone can participate, 
even if not a member of one of the regular choirs.
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“We promise exceptional service, in a lovely modern facility at very fair prices.”
– Ricardo Sanchez, Founder

We Proudly Serve Veterans • We Honorably Serve All Faiths • Lovely Modern Facilities • On-Site Crematory
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“YOU ARE WITH FAMILY”

CASTLE RIDGE MORTUARY
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Legacy Hand Bells
In this ensemble, each member is assigned a group of bells 
to ring in rhythmic coordination with each other in order 
to create melodic lines and harmonic chords. We welcome 
anyone 10 years of age or older, and basic music reading is a 
great help, but we also teach members this skill. Rehearsals 
take place on Wednesday evenings from 6:15 to 7:00 p.m. 
and we ask that members make every reasonable effort to 
attend rehearsals regularly. The Legacy Hand Bells ring at 
special Masses throughout the year, and most especially at 
Christmas and Easter.

St. Brigid Orchestra
The orchestral ensemble is open to those with intermediate 
and higher skills in playing orchestral instruments (strings, 
winds, percussion). We welcome anyone who played an 
instrument in years past and would like to resume playing 
and those who currently play in an instrumental ensemble 
at their schools or in college. This group plays for Christmas, 
Easter, and other special Masses throughout the year. Regular 
rehearsals are held on Wednesdays from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. If 
you would like to play but no longer have an instrument and 
are unable to acquire one, please call; we may be arrange use 
of an instrument we have or to locate one for you to purchase.

Sound Operator Ministry
In a sanctuary like ours, reinforced sound is a must, and we 
need to have someone at the controls for the weekend Masses 
and other special services. This ministry is open to mature teens 
and adults who either have a basic understanding of running 
the sound console or are willing to be trained. Training on our 
equipment is required and can be scheduled individually.

St. Brigid Performing Arts Ministry (“Where Christ 
is center stage.”)

Open to children, teens, and adults, this ministry offers 
a special opportunity to evangelize the Word through 
involvement in our parish musicals and plays. Involvement 
in this ministry includes those with acting roles, singing in 
the chorus, dancers, and instrumental ensembles. Of course, 
there are also opportunities behind the scenes: sound and 
lighting techs, stage design, stagehands, props, costumers, 
publicity, and dinner theater. Rehearsals are scheduled 
according to the demands of the production.

Livestream Team
The restrictions of the Covid19 pandemic shone a light 
on the need for our community to offer the Mass through 
livestreaming, and in March of 2020, our Livestream ministry 
was born. Initially, the Mass was recorded and put on the 
internet, but over a period of a few months, we developed 
the livestream Mass to be shown in real time, as well as 
offering a link to the Mass so that anyone could view the 
Mass at other times. Members learn how to use the cameras, 
sound equipment, and a computer program, with the goal 
being to produce and offer to those who cannot attend in 
person an opportunity to attend Mass in the comfort of their 
own homes. As the ministry matures, we hope to add other 
broadcast opportunities, such as special events.

Faith Formation
St. Brigid Parish offers a variety of opportunities for growth 
as persons, as families and as communities of faith and 
compassion. We invite you to join us since the growth of each 
person enhances that of the entire community. Many of the 
following opportunities are yearlong and some are seasonal. 
Please follow the Parish Bulletin or Website for information or 
contact the Parish Office. If you are interested in collaborating as 
part of the team of any of the ministries (e.g., Faith Formation, 
Sacraments, Small Christian Communities) for children & youth 
or in adult faith formation, please contact the Parish Adult Faith 
Coordinator or the Parish Office.

Faith Formation for Adults
St. Brigid Parish offers a variety of opportunities for growth 
as persons, as families and as communities of faith and 
compassion. We invite you to join us since the growth of each 
person enhances that of the entire community. Many of the 
following opportunities are yearlong and some are seasonal. 
Please follow the Parish Bulletin or Website for information or 
contact the Parish Office. If you are interested in collaborating 
as part of the team of any of the ministries (e.g., Formation, 
Sacraments, Small Christian Communities) in adult faith 
formation, please contact the Parish Adult Faith Coordinator.

The faith formation of adults calls for and encompasses a lifelong 
process of evangelization, catechesis, liturgical life, moral 
formation, prayer and a spirituality open to mission and ministry. 
Communal and sacramental life is explicit when faith formation 
begins in the home and is nourished both there, the “domestic 
church” and in the life of the parish community. As adults (single 
& married) and families strive to balance the joys of daily life while 
facing the struggles of today’s culture, faith seeks understanding 
and religious development becomes a priority.

For more information or to minister in any of the following 
areas, please contact the Coordinator of Adult Faith Formation 
at ext. 209.

ACTS Retreats
The ACTS community strives to assist members of the parish 
family to attain a deeper relationship with the Lord and 
with fellow parishioners through:
Adoration: Prayer life
Community: Love and caring for each other
Theology: Study of the faith through scripture
Service: To God and to each other

To achieve this goal a three-day weekend experience is 
planned for both women and men and teens.

Café y Pan Dulce
Café y Pan Dulce is a gathering of parishioners after the 
8:00 am liturgy, which consists of reflections on the Sunday 
Lectionary Readings, on our Advent/Christmas traditions 
and fellowship. Participants are welcome to share their 
favorite dishes or traditions. The event is bilingual.
(May change to 3:00 pm Sunday when the Spanish Mass 
starts in September)

Confirmation for Adults
Those adults who seek to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Confirmation (and who have already been baptized and 
celebrated First Eucharist) are invited to a series of sessions 
in the Summer. Sessions to prepare the candidates begin 
in early summer.
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ALPHA
ALPHA is a chance to explore and question the meaning of 
life. Over a series of 12 sessions, you’ll find out about the 
basics of the Christian faith. Each session involves a main 
talk and some time to say what you think. It’s fun, relaxed 
and free. You can ask anything you like. (That’s why over 24 
million people worldwide have already tried ALPHA.) We 
encourage those seeking Adult Confirmation to experience 
ALPHA prior to taking Confirmation in the Spring.

Men of St. Joseph
This group for men of the parish meets every Tuesday 
morning, 5:30 am to 6:30 am, in McKenna Bldg., Room 
206, and gives men new ways to reflect on life and to be 
better servants of God and to their families. So, come grow 
in your prayer life and your, commitment to the Word of 
God, and learn about the Catholic Faith.

RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
The process known as the RCIA brings adults to the 
sacraments of Christian initiation: Baptism, Confirmation, 
and Eucharist. The process is successfully used for persons 
who are unbaptized; for baptized Christians who have 
been members of another denomination and seek to be 
received into full communion with the Catholic Church; 
and for baptized Catholics who are uncatechized and need 
Confirmation and Eucharist.

The initial period of inquiry begins with an interview with 
the parish RCIA team and the pastor. The time is intended 
to be relaxed and informal, giving those interested in the 
process an opportunity to explore and question. The yearly 
cycle of conversion, begins in late August/early September. 
For the unbaptized candidates and those candidates for 
conversion from another religion, the classes help them 
to understand what it means to be Catholic and to discern 
their desire to enter the formal process of the RCIA.

For those baptized Catholics needing the sacraments of 
Confirmation and Eucharist, this becomes a time of renewed 
commitment, ongoing formation, and deepened awareness 
of God’s presence.

The period of the Catechumenate provides an opportunity 
to learn the basic elements of the Catholic faith and 
become familiar with the practices and traditions of the 
Church. Particularly helpful are the times of reflection set 
aside to process the learning experience and the effects of 
our relationship with God and with others. Periodic Rites 
celebrated with the community mark the stages along the 
way and affirm the progress of the participants. This group 
meets on Sunday morning with several Saturday reflections 
scheduled into the process.

Faith-based Mental Health Family Support Group
Our St. Brigid Faith-based Mental Health Family Support Group 
meets monthly on the 3rd Saturday of each month, except for 
August and September. The most important part of a loved 
one’s recovery from mental illness is to have the support of 
a healthy and functional family who sincerely and faithfully 
believes in their future. A Support Group offers the confidence, 
tools (education/resources) and spirituality to make it a positive 
journey for all. For more information regarding this ministry, 
please contact Carmen Ortiz at 210-521-9161.

Also, in alliance with our support group, a NAMI Family-to-
Family Educational Program takes place during the months 
of January through March. This is a 12-week course, with 
trained instructors, designed to educate family members 
who care for, or participate in the life of, an adult diagnosed 
with a severe mental illness. For more information about 
this educational program, please contact Rose Marie 
Falduto, 210-414-8092.

Retreat Opportunities
St. Brigid Parish strives to offer retreats and Days of 
Reflection for families and individuals throughout the 
year. We recognize the importance of taking time out of 
our busy schedules to be renewed in our relationship with 
the Lord. Parishioners are also encouraged to participate 
in other retreat opportunities throughout our Archdiocese. 
Retreats generally allow interested persons of the parish 
the opportunity to plan and assist in the implementation 
of these retreats.

School of Evangelization
The School of Evangelization is not a new movement but a 
resource for each and every movement and ministry of the 
Church. Its mission is to seek and find people, like you and 
I, who are willing to serve, love and proclaim Jesus more 
effectively. The goal is to form a School of Evangelization 
in every parish of the Catholic Church. The parish will then 
be not only a place of worship, a place for the breaking of 
the bread and for the proclamation of the word of God, but 
also a place where the evangelizers multiply to go feed the 
un-evangelized. Thus the parish is evangelized and becomes 
an evangelizing parish and Church.

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops remind 
us in their document, “Disciples Called to Witness, The 
New Evangelization,” of the call to all Catholics, first, to be 
evangelized and then in turn to evangelize. We are to be 
in constant need of being evangelized. Whether you have 
already attended some of the School of Evangelization 
courses—New Life; Emmaus—or not, you are welcome. 
For more information call Tony Buentello 210-240-2557 
or visit www.sanandresusa.com/#!__english

Small Christian Communities
“They were faithful to the teaching of the apostles, the 
common life of sharing, the breaking of bread and the 
prayers.” (Acts 2:42) Ecclesial communities meet in the 
homes and are a source of renewed self-understanding and 
hope for the entire Church. Rooted in scripture and small 
in size (6 to 12 persons), these small church communities 
provide opportunities to reflect deeply on the Christian 
message and the call to respond in service to the small 
community itself as well as to the larger faith community 
and the universal church. The members may include persons 
who are single, married, families, or intergenerational. The 
members gather as a large community on special dates 
throughout the year.
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St. Brigid’s Learning Well
On Wednesday evenings and Thursday mornings, 
parishioners come together to learn about the Bible and 
their Catholic faith. For many years now, participants have 
studied The Great Adventure, a program developed in 1984 
by Jeff Cavins, a Protestant minister who later returned 
to the Catholic Church in 1995. Participants have found 
this program, developed when Jeff realized that many 
Christians did not grasp “the big picture” of the Bible, to 
be very helpful in better understanding the Word of God. 
With basic background, participants are able to take their 
own journey through Scripture. Now, Mass readings can be 
put into the context of the bigger picture, allowing them 
to enter into a great adventure when hearing God through 
His Word more clearly. Participants have studied series 
books: The Bible Timeline, the Gospel of Matthew, Acts, 
the Gospel of Luke, Mary, The Early Church (EPIC), and the 
book of James. Other series, such as Symbolon and Wisdom, 
are authored by well-known writers and endorsed by The 
Great Adventure program, and offers great insight into our 
Catholic faith. The Learning Well is a place where anyone 
can come to learn for the first time about Church history 
or get a refresher on Bible events. For more information, 
please contact Debra Schneider, Adult Faith Coordinator, at 
210-696-0896, ext. 209, or DebraSchneider@stbrigidcc.org

Tuesday Morning Bible Study
The Tuesday Morning Bible Study group meets on Tuesday 
mornings at 9:15 am, Room 201-202. While the focus is 
usually on the Sunday Lectionary readings and shared 
discussion, the topic may vary according to the liturgical 
season. If interested in being a part of this group, please 
contact the parish office.

Legion of Mary
is a Catholic organization, with over 10 million members around 
the world, dedicated to evangelization and devoted to our 
Blessed Mother in her mission of bringing souls closer to Jesus. 
Legion members take Holy Communion to nursing homes, teach 
Faith Formation, visit families, and go door to door. A group 
meets at St. Brigid each Monday evening at 6:45 pm. You are 
encouraged and welcome to join us. For more information about 
this ministry, please contact Sonia Pineiro at 210-410-5004.

Oportunidades para Adultos
en el Crecimiento del la Fe

Algunos de los ministerios se pueden ofrecer en español para 
la comunidad Hispana según la necesidad y la disponibilidad 
de los presentadores.

Estudio Biblico
Se ofrecerá un estudio biblico durante el otoño, dependiendo 
en el interés de la comunidad hispana y también de la 
disponibilidad de el presentador.

Pequeñas Comunidades de Fe
Las pequeñas comunidades son de seis a doce personas que 
se reunen seguidamente en un hogar para leer la sagrada 
escritura, reflexionar sobre el mensaje de Dios y para 
discernir como vivir ese mensaje.

Faith Formation for
Children & Youth

We offer catechesis in the Catholic Faith for children and youth 
in a loving and safe environment. Catechesis is provided by 
volunteer catechists who feel called to this ministry. Materials 
used adhere to all mandates of the Archdiocese. Pastoral 
formation for catechists through the Archdiocese of San Antonio 
is strongly encouraged.

Catechetical sessions run during the school calendar year. (We begin 
in September and end in May.) We encourage parents/guardians to 
build community with other parents and to take advantage of adult 
faith formation available during the children’s sessions.

Classes Times are as follows:
• Pre-K to 8th grade: Sunday 9:15-10:15 am (Mass 

available before or after this session)
• K to 12th grade: Sunday 2:00-3:15 pm (Mass before 

this session)
• Pre-K to 12th grade: Tuesday 6:30-7:45 pm

For more information, please contact the Director of 
Religious Education at 210-696-0896 ext. 206 or via email 
faithformation@stbrigidcc.org. Registration forms and fee 
schedule can be printed from www.stbrigidcc.org. Please bring 
completed form to church office during Faith Formation Office 
hours: Monday thru Thursday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, scan and 
email or mail by regular postal service.

Adult/Parent Time
These adult formation groups meet during your child’s Faith 
Formation sessions. All parents/guardians are encouraged 
to participate. We never “graduate” from the need to keep 
our faith mature and appropriate to our age. Model for your 
children that faith growth is a lifelong process.

Sacraments
Children and youth are invited to participate in sacraments 
as follows:
• First Reconciliation (Confession): For child in 2nd grade 

and above, already baptized in the Catholic Faith and 
in the second consecutive year of Faith Formation. 
Parent meeting: early Fall. (Children continue in Faith 
Formation at their grade level but parents prepare them 
for First Reconciliation at home.)
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• First Eucharist (Communion): For child in 2nd grade and 
above, already baptized in the Catholic Faith and in the 
second consecutive year of Faith Formation, and who 
has celebrated First Reconciliation. Parent meeting: 
January; celebration in April or May. (Children continue 
in Faith Formation at their grade level but parents 
prepare them for First Eucharist at home.)

• Confirmation 1: For youth in 9th grade or above, 
already baptized in the Catholic Faith and who has 
celebrated First Reconciliation and First Eucharist. 
Parent-Candidate-Sponsor meeting in early Fall.

• Confirmation 2: For youth in 10th grade or above and 
in 2nd consecutive year of Faith Formation, already 
baptized in the Catholic Faith and who as celebrated 
First Reconciliation and First Eucharist. Parent-
Candidate-Sponsor meeting in early Fall.

RCIA Adapted to Children/Youth
Children/Youth aged 7 or older who have not been baptized 
or are baptized in another Christian Faith experience the Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults in an adapted format. In the 
first year they are placed in regular peer classes appropriate to 
their grade level. In the second year they join other children 
who are not baptized or are baptized in another Christian 
Faith to prepare for Baptism or Profession of Catholic Faith, 
Confirmation and Eucharist at the Easter Vigil.

Special Needs
In their “1978 Pastoral Statement on Persons with 
Disabilities,” the United States Catholic Bishops state 
that “catechesis for individuals with disabilities should 
be integrated with the normal catechetical programs of 
the parish.” Therefore, children who have disabilities are 
encouraged to participate as much as possible in the regular 
classroom setting, the liturgical setting and social settings. 
Adaptive kits are available to parents for the home-based 
preparation for First Reconciliation, First Eucharist and 
Confirmation preparation.

Kids Day Out
This ministry to the very young child (ages 12 months to 5 
years) is designed and dedicated to meeting the needs of the 
parent, as well as the children in our community.

The mission of Kids Day Out is to enrich the child’s growth, away 
from the home environment, in a Christian, positive, loving, 
atmosphere. In a peer setting, the educational, recreational, 
creative, musical, religious, and quiet time activities are all 
conducted under the direction of qualified, caring teachers 
and helpers.

Kids Day Out operates every Monday and Wednesday during the 
school year, from 9:00 am to 2:30 pm, under the direction of 
Rosie Chavez. There is also a summer program on Mondays and 
Wednesdays during the month of July. For more information, 
you may reach Ms. Rosie at 210-696-0896, ext. 213.
Program Fees

Registration Fee: $85.00
Monthly Rate: $25.00 per scheduled day

Youth Ministry
St. Brigid operates under a Comprehensive Youth Ministry Program 
model striving to meet the three goals directed by the United States 
Catholic Conference 1997 as stated in Renewing the Vision: A 
Framework for Catholic Youth Ministry: to empower young people 
to live as disciples of Jesus Christ in our world today; to draw young 
people to responsible participation in the life, mission, and work 
of the Catholic Faith community; and to foster the total personal 
and spiritual growth of each young person. St. Brigid strives to 
provide a safe environment for our youth so that they can share 
and grow in their faith without discrimination.

For more information or to minister in any of the following areas, 
please contact the Coordinator of Youth Ministry at ext. 208.

J.A.M. (Jesus and Mission)
J.A.M. meets once a week with the purpose to plan and 
provide teens with opportunities to encounter Jesus Christ 
by challenging them to live for Him through inspiring talks 
and dynamic music. Events include mini-retreats, once-a-
month Friday night gatherings, and lock-ins that allow high 
school and middle school youth to communicate their faith 
in God with one another.

Mission Immersion Experience
Our Mission Immersion is a weeklong experience for our youth 
to experience life, faith and justice from a new perspective 
and return home inspired to live a personal sense of Catholic 
“mission.” The youth will service alongside communities, build 
authentic relationships, and live the local way as part of the 
immersion. They become witnesses and a presence to another 
people and culture and see with new eyes. Participants not 
only discover the other’s world but also their own need for 
on-going, personal conversion. The message of Jesus becomes 
more than just words on a page – it comes alive.

Steubenville’s Youth Conferences
These conferences are focused in bringing high school 
students into a life changing relationship with God and 
serving those who serve them. These conferences are 
specialized to address the resources and needs of today’s 
Catholic youth, organized on a national level. With an 
exciting lineup of speakers, musicians, and presenters, the 
High School Youth Conferences will challenge Catholic 
youth to stand firm in their faith; rely upon the awesome 
power of Jesus Christ who is their guide, friend and Savior; 
and to show that faith to the world.

Teen ACTS
A peer-designed retreat that focuses on building a deeper 
relationship with God and fellow parishioners through 
Adoration, Community, Theology and Service.

Teen ALPHA
Annually, along with ALPHA for Adults and Young Adults, 
this event usually begins the last Wednesday of May. This 
course is designed specifically for youth. So, if you are 
looking for more in your life, come to this 12-week program. 
It is a combination of video presentations and small group 
discussions, where questions of life and faith are discussed 
and great conversations take place. It is free to all. For more 
information regarding this faith-building program, please 
call Dannel Rodriguez at 210-696-0896, ext. 208.
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Youth Ministry Advisory Core
The Youth Ministry Advisory Core is entrusted with the St. 
Brigid mission statement as an integral part of a Comprehensive 
Youth Ministry Program. Its core includes the Youth Minister, 
the Youth Ministry’s Pastoral Liaison, Youth Liaison, including 
a diversity of other adults. The advisory core not only advises 
its implementation as a whole, but also supports its youth 
ministries with prayer, service, and advocacy.

Youth Nights
Youth meet weekly not only for building friendship and 
community, but also for strengthening their faith and 
understanding of their Catholic religion, with teachings 
using media and scriptures.

Youth Retreats
St. Brigid schedules a retreat for Middle School and High School 
once a year. These retreats are created age-appropriately, with 
a theme and spiritual message in light of the gospel for the 
spiritual growth of its youth. These retreats are off-site. Please 
contact the parish office for further information.

Opportunities for
Youth to Minister

Altar Servers
Altar servers assist the priest at the Altar during Mass. Their 
service is also to the community by setting the example 
for others by their attitude and posture. Altar servers are 
trained to serve with grace and reverence. This ministry is 
open to persons from 10 years of age to adults.

Feast of St. Brigid Celebration
We celebrate the patroness of our parish on the Saturday 
nearest her feast day (February 1). Our program begins 
with the 5:00 pm Saturday Mass where we recall her life 
and legends. Following the Mass, we gather in the parish 
hall for a potluck dinner and fellowship.

Festival
We come together as a parish to raise money for St. Brigid 
Church. We celebrate with an all-day Festival with food, 
music, games, bingo, a cakewalk, prizes, etc. As a total 
parish function, all are encouraged to give a little of their 
time and talent to ensure its success.

Greeters
Greeters are called to be ministers of hospitality to all who 
come through the church doors. They welcome everyone, 
assist with seating, special needs, and Offertory and 
Communion processions. They also distribute handouts and 
bulletins. This is an important and rewarding ministry for 
both adults and young people. It is a special opportunity 
for families to minister together.

Homecoming
It is the anniversary of our first Mass as a parish in 1972, 
celebrated in October. We remember and give thanks for 
our past, our present and ask God’s blessings on our future. 
We do this together through liturgy.

Habitat for Humanity
Eliminating substandard housing one family at a time and 
replacing it with a modest, decent, affordable dwelling 
in partnership with Habitat for Humanity is the mission 
reflected in this ministry. The annual build usually begins 
in September. Youth, 14 yrs old and older are encouraged 
to volunteer and receive credit for service hours.

Lectors
Lectors are called to proclaim the Word of God during Mass 
and other liturgical services. This ministry requires a strong 
belief in and devotion to the truth proclaimed in Scripture. 
Scheduled lectors participate in Bible study and practice 
prior to their assigned Mass. This ministry is open to all 
Baptized adults and teenagers.

Legacy Hand Bells
In this group, members learn to play bells in coordination 
with each other to bring forth beautiful music. Members 
must be 10 or older and be willing to learn to read music. 
Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings from 6:45 to 7:45 pm, 
and commitment to regular attendance is a must. The group 
ministers throughout the year, especially for special feast days.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Feast & Celebration
On December 12th, a Mass is offered commemorating Our 
Lady of Guadalupe miraculous apparitions. This Mass is rich in 
indigenous traditions that intermingle with the present rituals 
of the church. We are reminded that she appeared to one of 
the inhabitants of the Americas (Mexico) in 1531 and that she 
left her image miraculously imprinted on Juan Diego’s tilma - a 
cloth made of cactus fibers. After the liturgical celebration, a 
Mexican Meal follows with music and entertainment.

St. Brigid Parish Christmas Musicals
Members of the St. Brigid Community team up to produce 
musicals based upon the Christmas story, utilizing talents in 
acting, music, dance, and all the work needed behind the scenes. 
This special presentation helps the community to focus on “the 
reason for the season” and to work together in a very unique and 
enjoyable way. St. Brigid Community Christmas Evening is held 
on the first weekend in December, with preparations beginning 
in late summer. Those who are interested in participating in 
this event should watch the parish bulletin and website for 
announcements concerning sign-ups and auditions for roles.

St. Brigid Easter Musical/Play
Through music and drama, the story of Jesus, His adult 
life, His passion and death, and His glorious resurrection 
are brought to life. Parishioners of all ages are able to 
participate in this presentation, utilizing talents on stage or 
behind the scenes. This event is usually held on a weekend 
prior to Easter, with preparations and rehearsals beginning 
in January. Anyone who is interested in becoming involved 
in this musical should check the bulletin and website for 
announcements concerning sign-ups and auditions.

St. Brigid Orchestra
Our orchestra is open to those with at least intermediate 
skills in playing orchestral instruments (strings, winds, 
percussion). This is a great group for those who have played 
in years past and would like to resume playing. This group 
ministers throughout the year at Masses, particularly special 
Feasts, such as Christmas, Easter and Pentecost. Regular 
rehearsals are Wednesday, 5:30-6:30 pm. Other rehearsals 
particular to the musicals are arranged as needed.

St. Brigid Performing Arts Ministry
This is a special way for people of all ages to become 
involved in evangelizing the Word through involvement in 
our parish musicals, either on stage or behind the scenes. 
Speaking and singing roles are auditioned in August for the 
Christmas musical and in late December or early January for 
the Easter musical. Rehearsals are typically held on Sunday 
afternoons, Wednesday evenings, and Thursday evenings 
and are scheduled to fit the demands of the productions.
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Young Adults
This ministry brings young adults 18 years and older together to 
form them in Christ, helping them to make moral decisions in light 
of the teachings of Christ and the church. It draws them into the 
liturgical life and mission of the church, inviting them to commit 
themselves to Christ, live fully Christian lives and carefully consider 
their vocational call. Such opportunities to develop their faith are 
given through young adult retreats, Mission trips, social gatherings, 
conferences through the Archdiocese and participation in World 
Youth Day events. For more information please the Coordinator 
of Youth Ministry at ext. 208.

Social & Justice Ministries
Following the Second Vatican Council, there came a renewal 
of the Church’s mission to preach, teach, and reach. We are 
all called to remember Christ’s example in living our lives - at 
home, in the workplace, and in recreation.

Through the love of Christ, and through the example given 
to us by Christ, we seek to transform individuals and society 
so that the God-given gifts of every person are celebrated and 
utilized for the common good. As Community, we reach within 
and beyond our boundaries through social affairs, community 
outreach, recreation, and service projects.

For more information or to minister in any of the following 
areas, please contact the Coordinator of Social Services 
Coordinator at ext. 205.

Outreach Ministries
Catholic Youth Organization (CYO)

A sports program for youth ages 4-14 that emphasizes 
friendly competition through good sportsmanship and 
Catholic values. Led by adult volunteers, the program uses 
sports as a venue to teach young people about the deeper 
issues of life. Adult volunteers serve as positive role models 
and mentors within an athletic setting. Sports include: 
baseball, basketball, soccer, t-ball, volleyball, track and 
cheer. Board meetings are held on the first Thursday of 
each month at 6:30 pm.

Habitat for Humanity
Eliminating substandard housing one family at a time and 
replacing it with a modest, decent, affordable dwelling 
in partnership with Habitat for Humanity is the mission 
reflected in this ministry. Many dedicated “hands” from food 
prep and serving to construction crews, are needed during 
this relatively short period of time to achieve this vision. 
Volunteer sign-ups begin in late summer with the home 
build usually beginning in September. Youth, 14 yrs old and 
older may volunteer and receive credit for service hours.

St. Vincent de Paul Society (SVDP)
This is an international Catholic organization of lay persons 
founded by Frederic Ozanam, under the patronage of St. 
Vincent de Paul. It seeks, in a spirit of justice and charity 
and by person-to-person involvement of its members, to 
help those who need food, clothing and financial assistance. 
Volunteers are here from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm Monday 
through Thursday and 9:00 am to 12:00 pm on Friday. 
Special activities include Senior Thursday, Thanksgiving 
meal distribution, and collection of Christmas gift cards 
for the children. St. Brigid SVDP Conference meets on the 
first Monday of each month.

Outreach Fund Committee
This ministry, based on Jesus’ teaching of helping those in 
need, “reaches out” to provide that assistance. A committee 
comprised of parishioners and parish staff is responsible for 
oversight of the parish outreach fund. They meet on the 
4th Tuesday of the month to consider requests for financial 
assistance from parishioners as well as local non-profit 
social service organization.

Respect Life Ministries
Pro-Life

The primary focus of this group is to protect the right to 
life of every human being, with particular focus on the 
plight of the unborn. Also of concern are the death penalty, 
euthanasia, and research. This is done through prayer, 
education, and promoting awareness in others. Each year 
leading up to Mothers’ Day Weekend, a baby shower drive is 
held. Parishioners are encouraged to bring a new item for a 
new baby. These items are then donated to Providence Place, 
St. Vincent de Paul and Samm Shelter. A special Mass 
advocating life and the end to abortion is held on the 
anniversary of Roe vs. Wade, with the Knights of Columbus 
leading the event.

Social Concerns
Issues of concern include education, advocacy, and social 
action concerning injustices in the home, workplace, school, 
church, neighborhood, city, state, country, and world. 
School supplies and Christmas gifts are collected for the 
needy in our parish and larger community.

Blood Drive
Generally held twice a year, those parishioners who are 
able, are asked to give a unit of blood. These drives help 
individuals in our parish, as well as the greater community. 
Giving is made convenient by the South Texas Blood and 
Tissue Center, who sends their medical technicians to St. 
Brigid Parish, so that parishioners may give after any of the 
weekend Masses on the designated weekend.

Social Ministries
Coffee Fellowship

A ministry that promotes parish community, goodwill 
and hospitality as an expression of our motto: “There are 
no strangers here, only friends we have not met.” This 
hospitality is provided after the 8:00 am and the 10:30 am 
Sunday Masses in the Narthex of the church or the Parish 
Hall on occasions. Volunteers prepare and serve the coffee 
and cleanup afterwards.
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Shannah McCormick

Pianist
Accompanist

Piano Teacher
210-409-3637

www.shannahsmusicstudio.com
shannahsmusicstudio@gmail.com

Parishioner of St. Brigid

210-912-4694
maryjortiz53@earthlink.net

Mary Jane G. Ortiz
Independent Beauty Consultant

“We love because God fi rst loved us.” I John 4:19
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Guadalupanos Society of St. Brigid
(Our Lady of Guadalupe Ministry)

The mission of this ministry is building and spreading devotion 
to Our Lady of Guadalupe. This group is made up of active 
members of St. Brigid parish and invites anyone interested in 
serving in the ministry to be a part of their prayer and devotion 
to Our Lady of Guadalupe. They pray the rosary after the 8:00 
am Bilingual Mass on the second Sunday of each month in 
the Marian or Day Chapel, and participate in other forms of 
adoration and activities, as well. On December 12, a fiesta is 
put on free of charge to the parish, following a Mass honoring 
Our Lady of Guadalupe. See ‘Special Parish Events’ for more 
information on this event. The board meets the 1st Thursday 
of the month, and the membership meets on the 2nd Thursday 
of each month both at 7:00 pm.

Knights of Columbus Council #11596
The Knights of Columbus is a National Catholic Fraternal 
Organization, and St. Brigid Council #11596 is dedicated 
to providing family and service activities that benefit the 
community of St. Brigid Parish. It holds a monthly taco 
sale, barbeque dinner sales, etc., to raise funds for college 
scholarships for the youth of our parish. In addition, the 
council works jointly with the youth and other ministry 
groups on various projects to benefit the parish community. 
They work on archdiocesan and national activities and 
charities as well, such as the Tootsie Roll Drive (for the 
deaf ministry) and the Free Throw Competition for youth.

They sponsor various events including Christmas smoked 
turkey sale, Easter egg giveaway, and major parish events 
such as St. Brigid Festival. The Knights of Columbus meet 
on the second Tuesday of each month. They gather for 1st 
Degree Ceremony in the Day Chapel at 7:00 pm and then 
the general meeting follows for Knights only at 8:00 pm 
in the Kildare Room.

St. Brigid Catholic Ladies Society
The Ladies’ Society membership is open to women over the 
age of 18. The Ladies Society enhances the social life of 
the entire family, promotes fellowship and Christian love, 
and performs selected works of charity. The Ladies Society 
awards scholarships to deserving high school students 
and sponsors various parish-wide events: annual pancake 
breakfast, baked good sales and an annual Valentine’s Day 
dance to raise funds for their charitable giving program. The 
Ladies Society meets every second Tuesday of the month 
at 7:00 pm in the McKenna Bldg.

New Parishioner Registration
New Parishioners can register with the parish at any time. 
Parish registration forms are located in the parish office, 
online at www.stbrigidcc.org, or in the Narthex of the church 
building. We encourage all new parishioners to register with 
us; once registered, welcome packets are mailed to your home 
address. The information enclosed in the welcome packets 
can help you to better know your parish community. For your 
convenience, registration forms can be returned in the Sunday 
Collection basket, placed in the drop off box opposite the office 
door, mailed or brought into the parish office.

Young at Heart
On the 1st Thursday of each month at 10:00 am, a group 
of parishioners over the age of 50 gather for a morning of 
games and fellowship. At noon, a potluck lunch is shared. 
Guest speakers and field trips are provided as needed.

Support Groups
Alcoholics Anonymous

(AA) meets on a regular basis on Monday nights at 8:00 pm.

Special Needs (Disability Advocacy Ministry)
In their “1978 Pastoral Statement on Persons with 
Disabilities,” the United States Catholic Bishops state 
that “catechesis for individuals with disabilities should 
be integrated with the normal catechetical programs of 
the parish.” Therefore, children who have disabilities are 
encouraged to participate as much as possible in the regular 
classroom setting, the liturgical setting and social settings.

Annual Parish Events
At St. Brigid Parish, we come together as a community to 
celebrate a number of special days and events in unique ways. 
In addition to the following celebrations, there are other events 
which occur from time to time such as food, blood, and school 
supply drives, ministry recruitments or sign-ups, and liturgical 
celebrations; as well as receptions given upon the return of 
our retreatants. All these help to create and inspire community 
involvement, and make St. Brigid live up to its motto: ‘there are 
no strangers here, only friends we have not met.’

Feast of St. Brigid Celebration (January-February)
We celebrate the patroness of our parish on the Saturday 
nearest her feast day (February 1). Our program begins with 
the 5:00 pm Saturday Mass where we recall her life and 
legends. Following the Mass, we gather in the parish hall 
for a dinner, fellowship and “Irish-themed” entertainment.

Easter Musical/Play (March-April)
Through music and drama, the story of Jesus, His adult 
life, His passion and death, and His glorious resurrection 
are brought to life. Parishioners of all ages are able to 
participate in this presentation, utilizing talents on stage or 
behind the scenes. This event is usually held on the weekend 
prior to Palm Sunday, with preparations and rehearsals 
beginning in January. Anyone who is interested in becoming 
involved in this musical should check the bulletin or website 
for announcements concerning sign-ups and auditions.

Family Spring Festival (May)
We come together as a parish to raise money for St. Brigid 
Church. We celebrate with an all-day Festival with food, 
music, games, bingo, a cakewalk, prizes, etc. As a total 
parish function, all are encouraged to give a little of their 
time and talent to ensure its success.

Guadalupanos Bunco (May)
Sponsored by the Guadalupanos Society of St. Brigid, and 
open to all parishioners, this event promises to be an evening 
of Bunco fun! Prizes, food, and fellowship are the focus of the 
event. Proceeds go to support Outreach Programs.

Trash-to-Treasure Sale (May)
Annually, this event occurs over Memorial Day weekend in 
Vance Hall. During the week before, parishioners can bring 
their donations of household items, clothing, jewelry, outdoor 
items, furniture, etc. All proceeds go to support the Youth’s 
Mission Immersion Experience and other mission projects.
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Vacation Bible School (June)
Each June St. Brigid parishioners come together to provide 
a VBS program for the children in our community. This 
week-long event is open to all parish families and guests. 
Registration starts at the end of the regular Faith Formation 
year, in late April or early May.

Parish/Family Retreat & Recreation Weekend (August)
This is a great opportunity for your family to relax and 
vacation with fellow parishioners. It includes group 
activities as well as the opportunity to relate to God through 
nature. The location is HEB Camp, near Leakey, Texas. 
This three-day, fun-filled weekend is normally scheduled 
sometime in August.

Diez Y Seis Dance (September)
The St. Brigid Guadalupanos Family Society sponsors the 
Diez Y Seis dance. This new event will be held on the 
Friday or Saturday closest to the 16th of September. Music, 
dancing and fellowship are the venue. Funds received from 
the event are for Church/Community outreach and for the 
Celebration honoring the Virgin de Guadalupe in December.

Homecoming (October)
It is the anniversary of our first Mass as a parish in 1972, 
celebrated the first Sunday in October. We remember and 
give thanks for our past, our present and ask God’s blessings 
on our future. We do this together through liturgy.

Parish Christmas Musical (December)
Members of the St. Brigid Community team up to produce 
musicals based upon the Christmas story, utilizing talents 
in acting, music, dance, and all the work needed behind the 
scenes. This special presentation helps the community to 
focus on “the reason for the season” and to work together 
in a very unique and enjoyable way. The Christmas Musical 
is held on the first weekend in December, with preparations 
beginning in late summer. Those who are interested in 
participating in this event should watch the parish bulletin 
or website for announcements concerning sign-ups and 
auditions for roles.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Patroness of the Americas 
Feast & Celebration (December)

On December 12th, a Mass is offered commemorating Our 
Lady of Guadalupe’s miraculous apparitions. This Mass 
is rich in indigenous traditions that intermingle with the 
present rituals of the church. We are reminded that she 
appeared to one of the inhabitants of the Americas (Mexico) 
in 1531 and that she left her image miraculously imprinted 
on Juan Diego’s tilma - a cloth made of cactus fibers. After 
the liturgical celebration, a Mexican Meal follows with 
music and entertainment.

New Year’s Eve Dinner & Dance (December 31)
Annually, a dinner and dance is held on the evening of 
December 31 in Vance Hall to welcome in the New Year. 
Music, dancing dinner and refreshments are all a part of the 
family focused celebration presented under a festive theme. 
Tickets are sold in November and December. This event is 
sponsored by the Young Adults in our Parish.


