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St. James Catholic Church
Church Address: 4710 North 90th Street • Omaha, NE 68134-2797

Rectory and Mailing Address: 9025 Larimore Avenue • Omaha, NE 68134-2797
Office 402-572-0499 / Fax 402-573-9345
E-mail: rectory@stjamescatholicchurch.org

Parish Website: www.stjamescatholicchurch.org

A Letter from Our Pastor
Dear St. James Parishioners,

I welcome you to our 2021 Ministry and Talent Resource Directory! It has been 
a crazy year with the Covid-19 pandemic, hasn’t it? I thank all of you who have 
been able to come to Mass and keep active in these difficult times. But it’s also 
time to look to the future and I want to invite everyone to move forward in your 
discipleship.

The Archdiocese of Omaha has a pastoral vision which is: One Church: 
Encountering Jesus, Equipping Disciples and Living Mercy. We here 
at St. James want to do our part in fulfilling this vision and incorporate it into our 
parish activities - and that is where our resource directory comes in handy. Jesus’ 
great Commission to the disciples was to: “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them…, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always...” (Mt 28:18-20). That’s quite the directive and 
we, as disciples, are called to continue this mission here and now.

How do we do that? Well, we are to become a missional community; in other words, 
take His directive to heart. First of all, we do this by encountering Jesus through 
our prayers, worship, adoration, study and sharing with one another. It doesn’t 
happen overnight and it takes a conscientious effort to grow in our relationship 
with Him. As we open our heart to get to know Him, it’s amazing what can happen.

As we get to know Him our faith grows and we want to respond well by our actions. 
This is the second step – equipping disciples. Here we go to work sharing the 
Good News by joining a ministry or a parish leadership group, getting involved in 
parish or social activities, teaching or volunteering in our education programs, or 
basically, just getting involved. And lastly, we are to live mercy, in other words, to 
go out to all the world. Becoming involved with our community outreach groups, 
service opportunities, helping the poor and searching for the lost is our mission. 
We are to put our faith into action and bring Jesus to others and others to Jesus.

I thank you in advance for being a member of our parish and for your openness 
to growing in your discipleship by using our 2021 Ministry and Talent Resource 
Directory. Our reward in Heaven comes from how well we respond to Jesus’ call 
to discipleship. Let us aim for true eternal greatness! God bless everyone!

Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. Tom Weisbecker, Pastor
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Prayer of St. James

O Glorious Apostle,

St. James, who by reason of your fervent and generous heart

was chosen by Jesus to be a witness of His glory on Mount 

Tabor,

and of His agony in Gethsemane; you,

whose very name is a symbol of warfare and victory:

obtain for us strength and consolation in the unending warfare 

of this life,

that, having constantly and generously followed Jesus,

we may be victors in the strife and deserve to receive

the victor’s crown in heaven.

Amen.

Our Vision
To Form a Catholic Community of Intentional Disciples of Jesus

Our Mission
To Be a Place of Encounter with Jesus Christ.

To Follow Him, Becoming Intentional Disciples.
To Share in Jesus’ Redemptive Mission even to the Laying Down Our Very 

Lives.
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The Pathway of Intentional Discipleship
  in the Life of St. James the Greater

Encounter Him

Here at St. James Catholic Church, we have chosen the seashell as the 
symbol of encounter with Jesus Christ. The shell has long been a symbol of 
Baptism, and shells are often used in this sacrament to pour water over the 
heads of new Christians. For many, this sacrament is their first encounter 
with Jesus as they receive it at a very young age. The shell is also a symbol 
of pilgrimage, of taking a long and intentional journey toward a holy 
destination. Here at St. James, we would like to accompany you on that 
pilgrimage. “Come and see!” (John 1:46c). All you will need at first is 
curiosity about Jesus. If you are open, when you meet Him, you will have 
a profound encounter with the living God.

Follow Him

Jesus tells the rich young man, “sell everything you have, take up your cross, 
and come and follow me.” (Luke 18:22) The symbol of the cross is a symbol 
of accepting the Christian life. Being a follower of Jesus is not easy and 
there are many trials along the way. But this cross, the cross of St. James (or 
Santiago cross) is unique; emblazoned with three “fleur-de-lis,” a symbol 
of Marian devotion. Mary remains close to the cross of her Son; journeying 
with Him along the Via Dolorosa (way of the cross), offering the comfort of 
her closeness. Jesus gives her to us from the cross as our Blessed Mother. As 
we seek the face of her Son, she wishes to accompany us. She has been on 
this journey with us from the beginning where at the wedding at Cana, she 
prompts us gently, “Do as he tells you.” (John 2:1-12)
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Die for Him

Throughout Christian history, we see many saints depicted with sword in 
hand. This is not a sign that these men and women were great warriors, but 
rather a sign that they gave their lives for Jesus. Wait, what? I didn’t sign 
up for that! Yet, each of the apostles was martyred for love of Jesus, and St. 
James was first in line. “Laying down your life for your friends” (John 15:13) 
is the standard of discipleship. This might be easy if it were as simple as dying, 
but the more difficult path is often living a life of mercy, laying down our life 
day after day. Mercy often requires sacrificing our anger, caring for the sick 
may mean becoming sick ourselves, loving the poor requires sacrificing time 
and treasure, loving our spouse or children or neighbor requires us to place 
them first and ourselves last. This isn’t easy, as it requires dying to self and 
living for others; living for Jesus. Not every disciple is killed, but all disciples 
are called to lay down their lives for the Gospel.

Mass Schedule
Saturday: 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass

Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.
Daily Mass: Monday 8:15 a.m. Tuesday through Friday 6:30 a.m. and 

8:15 a.m.; and Saturday 8:30 a.m.

Holy Day of Obligation Mass Schedule
Vigil Mass, 5:30 p.m.

6:30 a.m., 8:15 a.m., *10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
*Only when school is in session.

Schedule is subject to change. Please refer to the parish website
and the Good News! bulletin for the Holy Day Mass Schedule.

Reconciliation Schedule
Every Saturday, 3:00-4:30 p.m., or by appointment.
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FEATURING

(402) 393-7728
Jeff Jenkins
2611 N. 84th St. - Omaha, NE 68134
www.AutoTechOmaha.com

• Brakes

• Exhaust

• Tune-ups

• Air Conditioning

• Starters and Alternators

• Electrical and Computer Repair

KOZY LAWN CARE
LANDSCAPING & SELF STORAGE

Fertilizing/Weed Control • Aerating
Landscaping • Mowing  

Snow Removal
Self Storage

Joe Kozol
KozyMan@msn.com

5701 N. 60th Street, Omaha, NE 68104 • 455-LAWN (5296)

402-680-5199
Serving Omaha Metro 
and Eastern Nebraska

www.nciomaha.com 

• Roofing • Siding and Gutters • Skylights • Storm Damage
• Windows • Doors • Decks and Patios • Additions and Remodeling

• Basement Finishing • Bathroom Remodeling • Kitchen Remodeling

Our Family helping yours since 1912. The Roeder Family has been providing
personalized services in Omaha and surrounding areas for Four Generations.

www.RoederMortuary.com

4932 Ames Avenue
402-453-5600 

2727 N 108th Street 
402-496-9000 

11710 Standing Stone
402-332-0090 
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Parish Pastoral Team

 Fr. Thomas Weisbecker Fr. Zach Tucker
 Pastor Associate Pastor
 402-572-0499, Ext. 14 402-572-0499, Ext. 15
 frtom@stjamescatholicchurch.org frzach@stjamescatholicchurch.org

 Mr. William Kelly Mrs. Tiffany Howard
 Principal, St. James/Seton School Asst Principal, St. James/Seton School
 402-572-0339 402-572-0339
 wkelly@sjsomaha.org thoward@sjsomaha.org

 Jolene Meyer Dave Klein
 Parish Secretary Administrative Services Manager
 402-572-0499, Ext, 11 402-572-0499, Ext. 13
 jmeyer@stjamescatholicchurch.org dklein@stjamescatholicchurch.org
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Parish Pastoral Team

 Peter Kennedy Jo Kusek
 Director of Evangelization Director of Faith Formation
 402-572-0499, Ext. 16 402-572-0369
 pkennedy@stjamescatholicchurch.org jkusk9212@sjsomaha.org

 Carol Drvol Bill Thommes
 Liturgist Accounting Manager
 402-572-0499, Ext. 22 402-572-0499, Ext. 17
 liturgy@stjamescatholicchurch.org bthommes@stjamescatholicchurch.org

 Gina Volenec Ken Whetstone
 Good News! Editor Parish Maintenance
 402-572-0499, Ext. 12
 bulletin@stjamescatholicchurch.org
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Deacon Community
Gregg and Carol Drvol, Randy and Pam Grosse, Kathy Hecht,

Rich and Linda Hopkins, Peter and Karla Kennedy, Stan and Pat Kurtz,
Pat and Rosie Lenz, Steve and Lisa Nelson, Lyle and Jackie Simmons

Parish Pastoral Council (2020-2021)
President Julie Grosse-Rhode, Vice President Evetta McKinley, Secretary Carrie 
Kreiner, Jim Ely, Jon Daly, Dwain Pedersen, Pam Schmidt, Michael Thomassen

Sacrament Information
Anointing of the Sick is a healing sacrament bestowed upon those who 

are chronically or terminally ill. The special grace of this sacrament is also 
offered prior to surgery. Please call the parish office, 402-572-0499.

Baptisms are celebrated on the second and last Sunday of the month 
after the 11:30 a.m. Mass. Please call the parish office to register for an 
evening of baptism preparation class. This class is scheduled for the third 
Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Parish Center. This preparation 
is mandatory if this is your first child or it’s been more than two years 
since your last child was baptized. Adults may receive this sacrament after 
completing the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) program.

Confirmation preparation is completed by youth in the seventh and 
eighth grades. Confirmation is bestowed upon youth in the spring 
of their eighth grade year. Adults may receive this sacrament after 
completing the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) program.

First Holy Communion preparation is completed by children in first 
and second grades. Children receive First Holy Communion in the 
second grade. Adults may receive this sacrament after completing the 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) program.

Holy Orders are special roles within the church. If you’re considering a call to 
the priesthood or the diaconate; or if you are interested in the religious or 
consecrated life, please call Fr. Tom Weisbecker at 402-572-0499, ext. 14, or 
Fr. Zach Tucker at 402-572-0499, ext. 15.

Matrimony preparation requires time. Couples should contact our parish priest 
nine-months prior to the proposed date to begin the marriage preparation 
process. Couples will be asked to attend a Marriage Preparation pre-session, 
complete a FOCCUS inventory and study, attend one of a variety of educational 
programs and plan the celebration of the wedding liturgy. Couples should 
contact the Parish Office regarding music and musicians.

Reconciliation is available every Saturday, 
from 3:00-4:30 p.m. and by appointment. 
Communal Reconciliation services are 
offered during Lent and Advent. For dates 
and times, please refer to the St. James 
Good News! bulletin or our parish web site 
www.stjamescatholicchurch.org.
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Ministry and Service Opportunities
Safe Environment Training (SET) is the Archdiocese of Omaha’s 
“Respecting All God’s People” program and is mandated for any person, 18 
years of age and older, who has regular contact with children and young people 
in the name of the church or school. To register, visit https://archomaha.org, 
scroll down to “I am interested in...,” select Safe Environment tab on the right, 
and then click on the “FIND A SESSION” tab on the right.

ALTAR SERVERS
Servers are an important part of the celebration of the Mass, preparing 
the altar and assisting the celebrant during Mass. Boys and girls are 
eligible for this ministry when they reach the second semester of fifth 
grade. Servers are assigned to weekday and weekend Masses. They 
also minister on holy days of obligation, weddings, funerals, prayer 
services and at special parish liturgies.

Contact: Fr. Zach Tucker ..................................................402-572-0499
Contact: Peter Kennedy ...................................................402-572-0499

ART & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
This group is responsible for the environment of the worship space, 
the narthex, and beyond to reflect the theme of the season or 
celebration. Talents needed may include flower arranging, working 
with fabric, design, art and much more.

Contact: Linda Hopkins ...................................................402-572-0903

APOSTOLIC PRAYER
Where two or more are gathered in My Name, there am I in their 
midst. -Matthew 18:20
A monthly one hour gathering at St. James Church where all are 
invited to share in intimate relational prayer before the exposed 
Blessed Sacrament; along with Scripture, Petitions and Benediction. 
The evening closes with fellowship and refreshments.

Contact: Mary Rossman ...................................................402-779-7814

BIBLE STUDIES
If you are interested in expanding your knowledge and understanding 
of the Bible and would like to share your faith with others, you may 
be interested in attending one of the parish Bible studies that have 
various themes and that form throughout the year.

Contact: Jo Kusek ............................................................402-572-0369

BLUE ARMY
This group promotes devotion to the Blessed Mother by praying the 
rosary and attending weekly meetings on Thursday evenings.

Contact: Elaine Meyer .....................................................402-571-1705



St. James Parish Ministry & Talent Resource Directory

10

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE
This committee monitors and maintains the physical condition 
and operation of the campus in order to provide a clean, practical, 
comfortable and safe environment. The committee conducts a tour of 
the facilities and equipment each spring, develops a priority list for 
maintenance and makes budget recommendations.

Contact: Jeb Bock ............................................................402-498-9190

CANDLE AND HYMNAL CARE
Lighting a candle in our Adoration Chapel is a way of extending 
our prayer and showing solidarity with the person on whose 
behalf the prayer is offered. This rich and ancient practice 
probably has its origins in the burning of lights at the tombs 
of the martyrs in the catacombs. Candle and book care volunteers are 
responsible for maintaining and replenishing the candles that surround 
the tabernacle in the Adoration Chapel. They also organize the hymnals 
and missals in the pews. Volunteers are usually scheduled once a month.

Contact: Dcn David Klein.................................................402-572-0499

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS
If you are a Catholic woman, 18 years of age or older, and 
you’re looking for an outlet founded in spirituality that 
encourages community service, prayer, social interaction and 
fun, consider the Catholic Daughters. Our Lady of Faith Court 
#2604 is a chapter of the largest national organization of 
Catholic women in the world. Since its inception in June of 2008, the 
court has hosted “Celebration of Mary,” “Father’s Day Donuts,” “Trivia 
Night” has collected food, school supplies, and diapers through various 
drives. We have also hosted an annual party for the mothers at the 
EPS Pregnancy Center, Christmas caroled in the community, provided 
Thanksgiving dinners to parish families, assembled Welcome Bags for 
children in shelters, Care Packages for our parishioners in college and 
more. Membership consists of women who love and support the Church. 
Our meetings are on the third Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Parish Center. We are called to serve and all are welcome!

Contact: Shirley Simons ...............402-572-1349, cda2604@gmail.com

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS, OUR LADY OF FAITH ROSARY CHAIN
The OLOF Court #2604 Rosary Chain offers a wonderful opportunity 
to ask for prayers for special intentions. Members pray one decade of 
a specific set of the mysteries for an intention for 15 days. Each group 
consists of 15 people. Multiple groups are encouraged. Volunteers are 
notified by phone or email. Recitation of a decade of the rosary takes 
just a few minutes and the rewards are powerful!

Contact: Shirley Simons ..................................................402-572-1349
Contact: Nancy Schulte ...................................................402-493-9683
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CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD
Just as Jesus welcomed children, we invite them to understand more 
fully the Word of God through Children’s Liturgy of the Word. Children’s 
Liturgy of the Word is offered for children ages 6-9 at various weekend 
Masses. Please check the bulletin. After the opening prayer, children are 
invited to go with two catechists to the parish center to hear the readings 
and reflect on them from a child’s perspective. They rejoin their families 
at the preparation of the gifts. No registration is required.

Contact: Jo Kusek ........................402-572-0369, jkusek@sjsomaha.org

CHURCH CLEANING TEAMS
Thirteen cleaning teams keep our beautiful Church tidy and 
prepared to celebrate the Holy Mass. Each team works about 
four times a year on either Friday or Saturday morning. This is 
a great way to meet other parishioners and develop friendships.

Contact: Dcn David Klein.................................................402-572-0499

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND
One of four teams of extraordinary ministers of holy 
communion (EMHC’s) takes communion to St. James’s 
homebound parishioners every Sunday after the 9:30 am 
Mass. EMHC’s who bring communion to the homebound usually visit 
two homebound parishioners once every four weeks. Volunteers for 
this ministry must be mandated EMHCs.

Contact: Fr. Zach Tucker ..................................................402-572-0499
Contact: Dcn Gregg Drvol ................................................402-496-7535

COMMUNION TO PATIENTS AT IMMANUEL HOSPITAL
CHI Health Immanuel Hospital (6901 N 72nd St) offers communion daily 
to Catholic patients. Two EMHC’s from St. James bring communion to the 
sick at Immanuel on the first Sunday of the month and on every Tuesday 
of the month. Volunteers for this ministry must be mandated EMHCs and 
will go through a background check and training at the hospital.

Contact: Fr. Zach Tucker ..................................................402-572-0499

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTER OF HOLY COMMUNION
This ministry asks baptized Christians who already participate fully 
as members of the Body of Christ to assist with the distribution of the 
Body and Blood of Christ during the Liturgy. In our life as Christians, 
we live out this ministry in relationships within our home, work, 
school and parish community. We take part in the sacrifice of Christ, 
and that same Christ is given to us by God as food and drink, as 
strength and nourishment, so we may carry out the work of Jesus to 
the world. Archdiocesan training is offered in August with mandation 
in the fall. Parish training will follow mandation.

Contact: Carol Drvol ........................................................402-572-0499
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EVANGELIZATION
Since Saint John Paul the Great, our popes, bishops, and 
priests have urged a new springtime in the Church - a 
New Evangelization. At Saint James, we are committed 
to pursuing Christ’s will and mission for our parish community. With 
a foundation of prayer and discernment, the Evangelization Core 
Team works together in planning, facilitating, and implementing 
evangelization programs and efforts for both regular-Sunday Mass 
goers as well as those within our community.

Contact: Dcn Peter Kennedy ............................................402-572-0499

FINANCE COUNCIL
The Finance Council assists the pastor in overseeing the financial 
stewardship of the parish. The council aids in the preparation of the annual 
budget, the creation and communication of periodic financial reports, 
and the protection and oversight of parish property. The Finance Council 
meets on the third Thursday of each month. Individuals apply through 
“Opportunities for Service” each year and based on the individual’s financial 
expertise and desire to serve, appointments are made by the pastor.

Contact: Brian Mackey, Chair ..........................................402-551-3791

“THE FIRST ACT”
The First Act is an hour-long prayer event with an upbeat spin. 
Experience Eucharistic Adoration in the context of contemporary 
Christian/Catholic praise and worship music, along with a 
short meditation or witness talk, usually given by a parishioner. 
Refreshments and fellowship follow in the narthex.

Contact: Janet Drvol ........................................................402-850-9184

FUNERAL GREETER
This is a ministry of hospitality. A funeral greeter welcomes funeral 
guests as they enter the church, inviting them to sign the guest 
registry and being available to answer questions. Other tasks include 
straightening up the church pews before and after the funeral, 
presenting the offertory gifts and ushering. Anyone wanting to be a 
welcoming presence for guests at funerals can be a funeral greeter.

Contact: Fr. Zach Tucker ..................................... 402-572-0499, ext. 15

FUNERAL LUNCHEON WORKERS
Women & men volunteers set up & serve lunch for those attending the 
funeral. Activities for these volunteers include setting up the serving 
tables, preparing the food for serving buffet style and cleaning up 
afterwards. Time commitment for this ministry is generally 3-6 times a 
year for 3-4 hours on the day of the funeral lunch. We are flexible for 
those who have limited availability.

Contact: Linda Isaacson ...................................................402-297-4689
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8404 Wirt St.
Omaha, NE 68134

Owner:
Gino Badami

MECHANICAL INC.
10901 I Street
Omaha, NE 68137
402.619.9192 Cell
mbelcher@mechinc.com
www.mechinc.com

Mike Belcher
General Manager Service Operations A Helm Group Company

MECHANICAL

Office Hours By AppointmentOffice Hours By Appointment
HILD FAMILY DENTALHILD FAMILY DENTAL

Jill E. Hild, D.D.S.
5323 N. 134th Ave.
Omaha, NE 68164

St. James Parishioner
Telephoneelephone  402.492.9303402.492.9303

LANTZ BROS. SERVICE CENTER
Complete Automotive Repair - Foreign & Domestic

Tune-Ups • Electrical Repairs • Oil Changes • Air Conditioning Repairs
Walker Exhaust Systems • New Brakes • Starters & Alternators

Fuel Injection • Computer Repair
2917 Keystone Drive (No. 86 & Maple) • Omaha, NE 68134
Proud to be a Good Neighbor

402-571-4569
Open 7a.m.-6p.m. Mon-Fri
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FUNERAL LUNCHEON FOOD DONATIONS
Parishioners who volunteer for this ministry provide various food items 
to be served at the funeral lunches. Food donations are requested 
for salads, bread, chips, & desserts. Other food and beverages are 
prepared by the lunch crew. Calls are generally made about 48 hours 
before the food is needed so you have time to prepare. You are asked 
to bring the food to the Parish Center kitchen either the night before 
or the morning of the lunch. This is an excellent opportunity for those 
who want to help but are unable to serve the lunches.

Contact: Laura Clark (A—G) ...........................................402-769-5000
Contact: Mary Jo Lenhart (H—N) ...................................402-571-2146
Contact: Grace Albers (O—Z) ..........................................402-943-7009

GARDENERS (OUTDOOR)
Parish grounds have been beautified by the hard work of 
our parishioner gardeners who are responsible for planting 
and nurturing flower beds by rotating the watering duties 
one week at a time during the growing season. Once a 
month, the entire group gathers to fertilize, plant, trim and work on 
special projects. Gardeners also hold an annual Plant Sale in May. 
Proceeds go toward purchasing new plantings and garden supplies.

Contact: Dwain & Sheila Pedersen ..................................402-572-8059

HOPE (Help Our Parish Excel)
HOPE is part of a national SCRIP program wherein gift cards/
certificates are purchased by the parish at various discounts from 
vendors and resold to parishioners at full face value. This program 
benefits the parish and its educational programs and costs parishioners 
nothing extra. In addition, a certain portion of profits from sales can 
be designated toward school tuition. You may purchase cards after 
Masses or through the parish office, and you can also order directly 
through the Great Lakes Scrip Center Web site.

Contact: Jim Ely ............................ 402-572-7897, hope@sjsomaha.org

HOSPITAL MINISTRY
This is a ministry of caring people who, by their presence, extend the 
healing touch of Jesus to the sick and hurting by listening, praying with, 
and bringing the love and comfort of the Christian community to those 
they visit. A Hospital Minister is a trained layperson who has developed 
his or her own personal prayer life and unique talents to become a loving, 
caring and listening minister. The lay minister is warm, sympathetic and, 
above all, has an awareness of human worth and the dignity of each 
person at all stages of life. At St. James, our Hospital Ministry is organized 
into teams of two ministers each who generally visit during the day at CHI 
Immanuel, Bergan Mercy and Methodist hospitals. The time commitment 
is about two hours—including travel time once a month. The teams of 
ministers visit several patients each time.

Contact: Pam Grosse ........................................................402-498-3574
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
St. James Knights of Columbus Council 10895 is one of more 
than 14,000 councils and 1.8 million members and is the 
world’s foremost Catholic fraternal benefit society. Social and 
intellectual fellowship is promoted among members and their families 
through educational, charitable, religious and social welfare projects 
with special emphasis on St. James Parish and St. James/Seton 
School. Assistance to obtain financial security and stability through 
life insurance, annuity, and long-term care programs is available to 
member families. Membership is open to Catholic men over age 17. 
Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month.

Contact: Mike Moragues ..................................................402-690-2915

LAWN CARE CREWS
Parishioners take great pride in the appearance of the 
parish grounds, which they mow and trim every Saturday 
morning from April through October. There are four crews, 
and each crew works once a month. The parish supplies the equipment.

Contact: Ron Jorgensen ...................................................402-690-2974

LECTOR
Lectors are immersed in the Word of God by their commitment to 
regularly read the weekend Scriptures and Gospel in their preparation 
to “proclaim the Word” both by their lives and at their scheduled 
liturgies. The Lector is the “herald of the Good News of Christ” 
proclaiming the Sacred Scriptures at liturgical services. Archdiocesan 
training is offered in August with mandation in the fall. Parish training 
will follow mandation.

Contact: Carol Drvol ........................................................402-572-0499

LEGION OF MARY
Legion of Mary men and women meet weekly. The basis of their work 
is individual and personal contact, as well as visitation in pairs. Under 
the influence of the Holy Spirit, Legion of Mary is simply salvation of 
souls and holiness. We wish to be saints. The Legion is everywhere—
possibly in every country in the world. “The Legion of Mary presents 
the true face of the Catholic Church,” Pope John XXIII. Auxiliary 
members have no dues and no meetings, just prayer for the Legion 
members. Auxiliaries are of great service to the Legion’s mission. You 
are welcome to attend a meeting of the St. James praesidium which 
meets in the church nursery every Monday at 7:30 p.m.

Contact: Frank D’Souza ...................................................402-547-4024
Contact: Mary Ann Walsh ................................................402-651-1158
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LITURGY COMMITTEE
This is an advisory group that invests their time and talent in the liturgies 
of our parish, as well as in the continuing education of all liturgical 
ministers. The Liturgy Committee is composed of representatives from 
each of the major parish committees, the Pastor and Liturgy Coordinator.

Contact: Carol Drvol ........................................................402-572-0499

MAINTENANCE PROJECTS
Many of our parishioners have plumbing, electrical, and mechanical 
expertise. We ask them to share these skills to help the parish keep costs 
down. Most projects are short-term and can be done at your convenience.

Contact: Parish Office ......................................................402-572-0499

MARRIAGE MINISTRY
Marriage ministers promote the vocation of marriage in the 
parish. They host the annual celebration of World Marriage 
Day the second weekend in February and provide support 
for marriage enrichment programs.

Contact: Deacon Randy and Pamela Grosse ....................402-498-3574

MONEY COUNTER
You must be registered in the parish for one year prior to becoming a money 
counter. Each week, volunteers count and deposit the offertory collection 
received at weekend Masses. The counters constitute the first step in the 
record-keeping system used by the parish to track donations in order to 
provide contribution statements for income tax purposes. Volunteers are 
assigned to one of four crews. Each crew then counts once a month.

Contact: Janice Rutten.....................................................402-572-0994

MUSIC MINISTRY
Music ministry helps people connect with the celebration 
of the liturgy within their own lives of faith. Musicians 
are called to assist the community by leading the songs of 
worship at Masses and other liturgical services, including weddings 
and funerals. Musicians must be prepared by rehearsing for their 
specific Masses and are to be fully prepared to lead the parish 
community during particular seasons and feasts.

Contact: Carol Drvol ........................................................402-572-0499

*OVERFLOW YOUTH MINISTRY
High School: All high school teens from St. James and St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton are invited to attend the Overflow Youth Group, which 
meets every other Sunday at the St. Elizabeth Ann Social Hall from 
6:30-9:00 p.m. Encounter Christ with us! Overflow also puts on 
retreats, attends the Steubenville Youth Conference, and helps the 
community in various ways throughout the year.
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Middle School: You are invited! Grades 6, 7, and 8 meet for pizza, ice 
cream, games and prayer throughout the year at the St. James Parish 
Center. For dates and times, see the Good News! bulletin. We hope you 
can join us for this exciting journey of faith.

If you are an adult who would like to help with this ministry, please 
see “Youth Ministry Volunteers.” (*SET required, see pg. 8)

Contact: Parish Office  .........402-572-0499, SEA Overflow23@live.com

*OVERFLOW YOUTH MINISTRY VOLUNTEER
Adult volunteers who are passionate about sharing 
their Catholic faith with youth are needed to chaperone 
events and conferences, lead small group discussions 
at the Overflow High School Youth Group every other Sunday, or help 
with organization and administrative tasks. If you want to help in any 
way, please contact Sam Jizba, Director of Youth Ministry.
(*SET required, see pg. 8)

Contact: Parish Office, .........402-572-0499, SEA Overflow23@live.com

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Parish Pastoral Council representatives work in cooperation with 
the pastor to put the parish mission statement into action. This 
council is the primary planning and consulting body of the parish. 
Responsibilities include assisting the pastor in the determination 
of the direction and support of the work of the parish committees, 
boards and groups, and in the approval of the parish financial budget. 
Pastoral Council representatives are appointed for a three-year term. 
Each member also acts as a liaison to other leadership groups and 
reports on their activities to the council. The council meets monthly.

Contact: Julie Grosse-Rhode, President ...........................402-571-5956

PARISH FESTIVAL
Each summer in late July, our parish comes together to 
celebrate the Feast of St. James with a parish festival. 
This is a wonderful time to enjoy fun, fellowship and 
food. There are activities for all ages, including bounce 
houses, carnival games, a rock-climbing wall, open gym 
for teens and youth, a cake walk, snow cones, cotton candy, bingo, a 
beer garden and lots of good food. There also are many opportunities 
for volunteers, including helping with food, games, ticket sales, 
promotion, grounds keeping, food donations and kitchen work. 
Planning begins in January/February. This is a wonderful opportunity 
to meet new people and for families to have a great time.

Contact: Jim and Evetta McKinley ...................................402-571-2595
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*PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (PRE) PROGRAM
The mission of the Parish Religious Education program is to echo 
the message of Jesus and to share and guide the faith journey of the 
students. Our goal is to help our children know, love and follow Christ 
and His Church. We offer religious education for students in public 
schools or home schools in grades K-8. Classes meet from 6:00 p.m. - 
7:15 p.m. on Wednesday nights (corresponding with the OPS school 
year). There are many opportunities to volunteer, such as: catechist 
(teacher), teacher aide, hall monitor, office worker, and parking lot 
attendant. For a complete listing of volunteer opportunities, please 
contact the PRE office. Adults may be Involved in the program even if 
they do not have children in the program. (*SET required, see pg. 8)

Contact: Jo Kusek, Director .............................................402-572-0369

PERPETUAL ADORATION
St. James has encouraged Perpetual Adoration since 1973. 
“Perpetual Adoration is a Eucharistic devotion whereby 
members of a given parish (or other entity) unite in taking 
hours of adoration before the Most Blessed Sacrament (in most 
cases, exposed), both during the day and throughout the night, 
seven days a week (ewtn.com).” St. James is working toward 
having Perpetual Adoration seven days a week, 24-hours a day. Currently, 
St. James has Perpetual Adoration from Sunday evening through 
Midnight on Thursday. Parishioners are encouraged to sign up for their 
own Holy Hour each week for prayer, spiritual reading and meditation 
in front of the Blessed Sacrament in the Adoration Chapel. A list of those 
who are ill, in the hospital or who have died is available for intercessory 
prayer. A Prayer Basket located in the chapel holds prayer requests from 
parishioners and visitors. On the table, just outside of the chapel, is a 
sign-in book, written intentions and reading material. A telephone and 
restroom are located close by. Nighttime adorers are given a door code to 
ensure their safety during night hours.

Contact: Fr. Zach Tucker ..................................................402-572-0499
Contact: Chris Cismoski ...................................................402-960-1510

PLANT CARE (INDOOR)
Our sanctuary space holds many varieties of plants that add to the 
living environment of the church. If you have a green thumb and like 
working with plants, please call. Volunteers are needed to help tend to 
these plants a couple of times a week.

Contact: Krysta Reed .......................................................402-507-7522

PRAYER CHAIN
People can call or email a prayer request to the Prayer Chain or call 
with their own personal requests. Prayer Chain members are expected 
to respect the confidentiality of all prayer requests. Prayer Chain 
members are notified of a request via email.

Contact: Kristi Mancuso ................. 402-850-5517, kjmancuso@cox.net
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SACRISTAN TEAMS
Teams care for vestments, altar vessels, providing and maintaining 
purificators, corporals, altar linen, server albs, holy water fonts and the 
processional candles. They have overall care of all liturgical articles. 
Sacristan Team Coordinators are responsible for the preparation and 
setup of the Masses and they facilitate the proper celebration of the 
liturgy. Duties include preparing bread and wine and setting out vessels.

Contact: Greg Drvol .........................................................402-680-7317

SOCIAL COMMITTEE
The committee’s main function is to welcome people and provide 
an easy atmosphere for gatherings such as Welcome Sunday (Donut 
Sunday) on the fourth Sunday of the month, and an occasional 
“cake and coffee” event to welcome a new priest or to say goodbye 
to a beloved minister. Each event takes approximately an hour of 
preparation. The Social Committee also hosts an annual Pancake 
Breakfast after morning Masses on Commitment Sunday. This breakfast 
celebrates the many volunteer ministries that we have at St. James.

Contact: Kitty Heimann ...................................................402-932-4842

ST. JAMES FOR LIFE COMMITTEE
The St. James for Life Committee is part of the archdiocesan 
and state Bishop’s Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life Activities. This 
committee educates parishioners on pro-life needs and issues 
and encourages participation in pro-life activities and ministries. Besides 
meeting monthly, we participate in the Life Chain in October to peacefully 
and prayerfully witness to God’s gift of life. We also sponsor an Advent 
Baby Shower to benefit crisis pregnancy services. Parishioners donate 
baby food, clothing and diapers for infants and children. On the first 
Sunday of each month, we lead a Rosary for Life at 9:00 a.m. We also 
participate in prayer vigils at the Planned Parenthood abortion facility 
located in our parish boundaries and at the Bellevue abortion facility. We 
work to end abortion and celebrate the gift of life at all stages.

Contact: Mary Muckey .........402-960-7722, marym@omahasteaks.com
Contact: Caroline Parys ...................................................402-572-1923

*ST. JAMES LITTLE FLOWERS GIRLS CLUB
The Little Flowers Girls Club is based on the spirituality of St. Therese 
of Lisieux. Our goal is to teach Catholic girls from age 5 years and up 
about their Catholic heritage, faith, and traditions. Activities include 
crafts, games, songs, prayer, and snacks. Each month, the girls are 
introduced to a virtue, and to a saint who exemplifies that virtue. For 
each new virtue learned, they will receive a petal badge to place on 
their sashes that will make a complete flower by the end of the year. 
We meet after school in the St. James Parish Center for 1-1 ½ hours on 
the 4th Monday of each month. Adult and older student volunteers are 
needed. (*SET required, see pg. 8)

Contact: Jenny Morrison ...........402-963-9954, jenny1273@gmail.com
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*ST. JAMES/SETON SCHOOL
An integral part of the mission of St. James Parish is 
St. James/Seton School, which is supported by both 
St. James and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parishes and 
educates some 500 students each year in a Christ-centered, educational 
environment. St. James/Seton promotes faith formation, academic 
excellence and service learning experiences for students. At St. James/
Seton School, students celebrate their Catholic faith as part of the 
school environment. There are a number of volunteer opportunities 
associated with the school through the Total Board of Education and its 
subcommittees: Faith Formation, Finance, Home & School Association 
and the Athletic Association. There also is a need for classroom parents, 
cafeteria workers, classroom helpers etc. For a complete list of volunteer 
opportunities, contact the school office.
(*SET required, see pg. 8)

Contact: Mr. William Kelly, Principal ..... 402-572-0339, wkelly@sjs.org

ST. JAMES/SETON TOTAL BOARD OF EDUCATION (TBOE)
The St. James/St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Total Board of Education is 
an advisory body operating under the concept of shared leadership 
in responding to the mission of faith formation. The board forms a 
collaborative community that includes parents, pastors, the Director of 
Religious Education, and the school principal. The board is responsible 
for consultation and advisement on all education programs, including 
school, Parish Religious Education, Adult Education, parish athletics, 
and the Home & School Association. It agrees to follow the policies 
and administrative procedures of the Archdiocese of Omaha and the 
Office of Catholic Schools. Members selected from St. James and 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parishes are asked to use their talents, gifts 
and insights for the common good of the community to promote the 
mission and goals of Catholic education, while meeting students’ 
educational needs. Members are appointed by the pastors for a three-
year term. The board meets on the third Tuesday of the month and 
alternates its meetings between the two parishes.

Contact: Jason Kinnison ..................................................402-932-8547

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
As part of the Growing in God’s Grace stewardship 
initiative, parishioners have learned how to respond 
to God’s grace through the doors of worship, spiritual 
growth, service and treasure. In 2019 we begin the 
Pathway to Intentional Discipleship as exemplified in the life of our 
patron saint, St. James the Greater. This year the committee will be 
helping parishioners Follow Jesus as we step through these four doors 
of stewardship.

Contact: Fred Galata........................................................402-451-4440
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Parish Benefactors
Romeo’s

Mexican Food & Pizza
Nacho Typical Restaurant

90th & Grant
(402) 391-8870
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*SUNDAY SCHOOL
Pre-school Sunday School is offered for children, ages 3, 4 and 5 
who are not in kindergarten during the 9:30 a.m. Mass. Children are 
taught about God’s love and our Catholic faith using age-appropriate 
language and activities. Adults are invited to become teachers, and 
youth 4th grade and above can become aides.
This is a wonderful opportunity to teach the basics of your faith to our 
youngest believers.

 (*SET required, see pg. 8)

Contact: Jo Kusek, Director of PRE ..................................402-572-0369

USHER
This is open to all, including couples, men, women and youth. Ushers 
provide a warm welcome and open the doors for all who enter our 
church. They also direct and assist in seating worshipers before services. 
Duties may also include helping those who are disabled, the elderly, 
expectant mothers or mothers with young children. Ushers also take 
up the collection during Masses and give out the church bulletin after 
Masses. The usher may also be called to attend to someone who has 
become ill or help guide people if an emergency situation arises.

Contact: Bill Hodgen .......................................................402-571-3904

*VACATION BIBLE FUN
Teachers and aides, both adults and youth, spend five days in June 
teaching the Bible to children who are entering kindergarten through 
4th grade by using fun and interesting activities. Vacation Bible Fun 
takes place in St. James/Seton School. 
(*SET required, see pg. 8)

Contact: Crystal Anderson ................ 402-278-2311; sjsvbf@gamil.com
Contact: April Gamelin ....................................................402-677-9227
Contact: Jen List ..............................................................402-250-0775

VOCATIONS COMMITTEE
The Vocations Committee works to foster healthy vocations to 
marriage, priesthood and consecrated life. Your involvement could 
include a variety of prayerful activities and/or helping at events that 
promote vocations awareness and discernment.

Contact: Jim Ely ..............................................................402-572-6152

WELCOMING COMMITTEE
Members of this committee, a subgroup of the Stewardship 
Committee, meet and welcome new parishioners at Registration/
Orientation meetings and give presentations about St. James Parish. 
Registration/Orientation meetings occur once per month and alternate 
between 10:30 a.m. on Sunday and 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday in the Parish 
Center. This committee is open to anyone interested in meeting new 
people and helping make them feel welcome in the parish.

Contact: Jackie Simmons .................................................402-707-0131
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Adult Faith Groups
B.R.I.D.G.E.S. (Building Relationships In Different 
Generations Engaging Spiritually)

This is a young adult group that offers a variety of 
events focused on growing in faith and fellowship. It is 
open to anyone who wants to learn about and share their faith with 
other young adults in a welcoming environment.

Contact: Kristin Evans .....................................................702-440-6878
stjamesbridges@gmail.com

MOMS OF FAITH
Moms of Faith meets on the first and third Tuesday of every month 
at 8:00 p.m. in the St. James Church Library. Our group of Catholic 
moms has been meeting since 2013 to talk about Natural Family 
Planning (NFP). We come together with different comfort levels with 
NFP, different stages in our lives and different stories to share. We 
support each other as we figure out the blessing of NFP in our faith, in 
our motherhood journey and in our marriages. Our meetings include 
prayer, questions, discussion, book reviews and discovering wonderful 
friendships! If this interests you at all... if you’re an NFP veteran that 
wants to help other ladies, if you have struggles with NFP and want 
to talk with other moms; if you’re just exploring the idea of practicing 
NFP and want to hear other perspectives, PLEASE JOIN US!! This is a 
great opportunity to join a wonderful group of moms.

Contact: Miranda Thomassen ..........................................402-493-4515
momsoffaith@outlook.com

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS (RCIA)
RCIA is a process for an individual who is not baptized (a Catechumen) 
and wishes to be, a person who is baptized (a Candidate) in another 
faith tradition or baptized in the Catholic Church and is seeking the 
sacraments (First Communion and/or Confirmation) in preparation 
for full communion with the Catholic Church. Those seeking baptism 
are required to register for Pre-catechumenate classes January through 
March. Candidates need to register by August in order to attend fall 
RCIA sessions. Parishioners are welcome to participate by joining the 
RCIA teaching team or by signing up to be a sponsor for a catechumen 
or candidate when a sponsor is needed.

Contact: Fr. Tom Weisbecker ............................................402-572-0499

TMIY (That Man Is You)
TMIY meets on Saturday mornings in the parish center at 
7:00 a.m. We begin with a light breakfast and coffee (bring 
your own mug) and fellowship. The program will begin at 
7:15 a.m. Men are invited to join TMIY at anytime during the year!

Contact: Andy Ryba .........................................................402-457-9350
Contact: Dan Matuella .....................................................402-490-2331
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Social Activities
BOOK REVIEW CLUB

This group meets once a month, April through October. You don’t have 
to read the book. You’re welcome to come just to hear the reviews.

Contact: Jean Linse .........................................................402-493-2728

BRIDGE CLUBS
The Couple’s group plays the second Saturday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
in the St. James Parish Center. The Lady’s group plays on the 3rd Thursday 
of the month at 12:00 p.m. at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish Center.

Contact (Couples): Don & Diana Busenbark ....................402-926-3020
Contact (Ladies): Jan Lovely ...........................................402-572-8357

55 & ALIVE
This is a social gathering for all parishioners 55 and older. 
Events are held in the Parish Center the third Saturday every 
other month at 6:30 p.m. (after the 5:00 Mass). Events consist 
of dinner, entertainment and socializing. Watch the Good News bulletin for 
“55 & Alive” events. There is always a need for people interested in joining the 
core planning team. Planning meetings are held the Monday after an event 
or on the third Monday of the month.

Contact: Faye Ryba ..........................................................402-571-2889
Contact: Greg Goergen ....................................................402-493-5340

MELODRAMA/OLIO
This yearly entertainment is put together and performed 
by registered St. James and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
parishioners who are out of high school. You can work 
backstage, concessions–or onstage as actors, singers, dancers 
or crew members. Sign-ups for the Olio (musical portion), 
and auditions for the Melodrama take place before Christmas. Rehearsals 
begin in January and performances are held over two weekends in late 
February.

Contact: Tom Laferla .......................................................402-573-5161

Support Groups
ALANON

Alanon is for the family members and friends of an alcoholic. We meet 
at St. James every Thursday at 5:30 p.m. in the Parish Center.

Contact: Gina ..................................................................402-681-0875

CELEBRATE RECOVERY
This Bible-based, Christ-centered group helps hurting adults 
experiencing addictions of any kind—divorce, abuse, and many other 
issues. We meet every Monday at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Center.

Contact: Larry Davenport, Sr. ..........................................402-312-7924
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Community Outreach
COMMUNITY CONCERNS COMMITTEE

This committee helps raise awareness of social justice issues, seeking 
ways for parishioners to be involved in promoting and supporting human 
rights, while protecting the dignity of all people. Activities include parish 
service projects such as shelter-needs collections, collection for shoes for 
inner city children, the Truck-a-thon to stock food pantries, the Christmas 
Angel Project and also for volunteer or monetary support of organizations 
and agencies that promote social justice. Meetings are held the second 
Wednesday of the month in the library.

Contact: Jackie Simmons .................................................402-707-0131

GOOD NEWS JAIL & PRISON MINISTRY
An extension of the Good News Jail & Prison Ministry is dedicated 
to spiritual and social renewal among women in Omaha who are 
pursuing successful re-entry into society post incarceration. Volunteers 
help provide and serve a meal on the 3rd Monday of each month 
for about two hours. You would choose the month or months that 
best suit you. Individuals, married couples and teenagers needing 
community service hours are invited to help. This ministry will stir you 
in a rewarding way as you show your support for these women.

Contact: Mary Kay Ernst ..................................................402-650-8878

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Habitat for Humanity is a non-profit, ecumenical Christian 
ministry founded on the conviction that everyone, regardless 
of race or religion, should have a decent, safe and affordable 
place to live. Once a year, in conjunction with Habitat for 
Humanity of Omaha, our parish joins twelve other churches 
(the Faithful Builders Coalition) in funding and building a house for a 
family in need of housing. You can work on the house, prepare food for 
the crews, purchase a Habitat T-shirt, pray for the family and safety of all 
those helping with the construction or make a cash or in-kind donation.

Contact: Danna Plummer ................................................402-496-2012

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
The mission of the SVDP Society is to grow as disciples of Jesus by 
materially and spiritually helping those in need. Members accomplish 
this through personal visits. When a call is received at the parish offices, 
two members go to the home to assess needs, offer assistance of food, 
rent, utilities, guidance and hope to those experiencing difficulties. The 
St. James Conference of the St. Vincent de Paul Society is affiliated with 
the Omaha District Council, which is affiliated with the international 
organization in St. Louis, Missouri and the international headquarters in 
Paris, France. Meetings are held every other Tuesday.

Contact: Parish Office ......................................................402-572-0499
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Online Catholic Resources
Catholic Bible Studies - Omaha .............................. https://seekingtruth.net

Spirit Catholic Radio Network-Archdiocese of Omaha ....102.7 Omaha/Lincoln, 
88.3 Northeast Nebraska, 99.3 Columbus ....................................................  
  ..............................................................https://spiritcatholicradio.com

Catholic Voice - Omaha ......................... Local Catholic News and Resources
  ...............................................................www.catholicvoiceomaha.com

Global Catholic Network/ EWTN ..... Catholic programming/news coverage
  ..........................................................................https://www.ewtn.com

Catholic Websites
Faith Formation Resource ....................... https://media.ascensionpress.com

Questions and Answers about Catholicism .......... https://www.catholic.com

Catholic Resources: online Bible and online version of Catechism of the 
Catholic Church ....................................................................www.usccb.org

Catholic podcasts .................................. https://www.discerninghearts.com

“Our Sunday Visitor” Catholic News and Resources ............ https://osv.com

Chris Stefanick; Practical tools for living your faith .....................................  
  ................................................................... https://reallifecatholic.com

Bishop Robert Baron’s Ministry ....................... https://www.wordonfire.org

Fr. Larry Richards; Apologetics..................https://thereasonforourhope.org

Vatican News ...................................................https://www.vaticannews.va
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