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Zion Lutheran Church
17100 69th Avenue, Tinley Park, IL 60477

(708) 532-1600

A Note from the Pastor
“Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.”

  I Corinthians 12: 27

“All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would 
sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any 
had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, 
they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous 

hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by 
day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.”

  Acts 2: 44-47

Included in this directory are the names of your sisters and brothers in 
Christ here at Zion Lutheran Church. Some of the names are new this 
year! Some are no longer with us, having joined the “saints in light” or 
have moved during the pandemic while we have been apart. Whether 
together in-person or virtually, we each have a personal story of faith that 
has been shaped by the lives of others. We are a community, which is hard 
to find these days! Through our worship and study and our combined acts 
of just and compassionate service, we proclaim God’s love for all people 
and seek to make faith in Christ relevant in the world around us.

There are many ways to use this directory besides the obvious! Use it to connect, 
reach out, support and offer comfort. Give thanks for the variety of gifts each of 
us brings to this community of faith. Pray for those whose names you find here. 
Pray for the church and the mission we share in Christ Jesus. Rejoice! For our 
diversity is a beautiful sign of God’s kingdom alive in and through us.

As you thumb through the pages of names and addresses, remember the 
gifts and skills of each person as well as your own and consider them signs of 
God’s abundant gifts to humankind. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide the ministries 
of Zion, so that we can make a difference in the world and be a force for 
good. Together, we can partner with God to bring peace and justice into our 
everyday experience. Or just make a simple phone call and send a card.

In 2021, let’s remain “Centered in Christ” so that all may “Grow – 
Serve – and Transform!” I give thanks to God for each of you, and for 
the community of faith named within these pages! It is a blessing to serve 
God with you!

Pastor Lynn M. Bird
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Statement of Faith
Zion Lutheran Church is part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. We believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We 
confess Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior and the Gospel as the power 
of God for the salvation of all who believe. We believe that we are saved 
by faith through God’s grace and that we are called to be disciples of Jesus 
Christ who live out our faith through both word and deed. We accept the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the inspired Word of God. 
And we believe we are called to be Christ’s hands and feet in this world, 
bringing hope and justice to bear on a world in need.

Our Mission
“We are a community of faith, centered in Christ Jesus, so all may

grow, serve and transform.”

Worship Times
Gathering to worship unites us as we center ourselves on God’s Word and 
celebrate the Sacrament. The divergent pieces of our lives come together 
as we connect to God and to each other. Worship opens us up to the 
movement of God’s Spirit and provides a way for us to grow in faith. It is 
the center of what we do at Zion. In Word and Sacrament we find meaning 
and power to face the challenges of everyday life.

SUNDAY, 10:00 am – Eucharist Worship Service
This blended worship is grounded in tradition and reflective of the 
diversity of our community.

Old and new liturgies guide our worship experience which is focused 
on hearing the gospel proclaimed, praying for ourselves and the world, 
and sharing communion around Christ’s table.

Each week’s worship is blessed with a variety of art and music, the 
observance of the historic festivals of the Christian church, and audio/
video elements. We encourage the participation of young and old in 
leading our worship and believe the family that worships together, 
“grows, serves, and transforms” together.

During the pandemic and beyond, worship is available on our website: 
www.ziontinleypark.org

SUMMER SUNDAYS, We move to 9:30 am - Memorial Day Weekend 
through Labor Day Weekend
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Zion Lutheran Church Staff
Rev. Lynn M. Bird, Pastor .............................................................. Ext. 1001
Codrut Birsan, Music Director ....................................................... Ext. 1003
Lorrie Cuzzo, Office Manager ....................................................... Ext. 1006
Rose DeRossi, Church Secretary .................................................... Ext. 1000
Tami Towers, ECC Director ........................................................... Ext. 1012
Margy Lindokken, Sunday School Superintendent ........................ Ext. 1007
Kathy Stromberg, Cemetery Administrator ................................... Ext. 1009
Bryan Pepper, Church Grounds/Cemetery Caretaker
Joel Hopman, Gary Nelson, Harry Behrens, Jake Bird, Custodians

2021 Church Council Members
President ........................................................................................Bob Gorz
Vice-President ...........................................................................Nancy Block
Treasurer ........................................................................... Clarence Atwood
Recording Secretary ..............................................................Kathie Holland
Board of Resource Development ......................................Michael Cuzzo, III
  ................................................................................................. Joe Wall
Board of Worship and Witness ...............................................Laura Godette
  .............................................................................................. Craig Hall
Board of Parish Life & Fellowship ................................................. Betty Wall
  .........................................................................................Michelle Paus
Board of Lifelong Learning .......................................... Jennifer Marynowski
  ................................................................................. Jennifer Poortinga
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Zion Lutheran Church:
Traditions for Today

The history of Zion Lutheran Church is intertwined with the history of 
Tinley Park. German settlers to this area in the late 1800s met together 
informally in Bachelor’s Grove to share their Lutheran faith; by 1871, 
they used an old frame building that had been relocated from Blue Island 
to 174th Street in “New Bremen” to house their worship (this structure 
was converted into a small home and is still standing). The church was 
officially established in 1881 with the signing of its first constitution. In 
1884, the congregation had collected enough to build a new church on the 
site, which is the white frame building that we now refer to as “Old Zion.” 
That building is the current home of the Tinley Park Historical Society. The 
bell purchased for that church is still used at Zion today. Services were 
held exclusively in German until 1913, when the church began offering 
one English service a month.

After World War II, the congregation of Zion grew quickly along with 
the population of Tinley Park. The new church was dedicated in 1955, 
and many of our current members joined Zion soon after that time. A 
parsonage was built in 1959 just south of the church on 69th Avenue; Zion 
sold that home in the early 1980s. The Sunday School wing was dedicated 
in 1964. The Zion Center was dedicated in 1996. This addition provided 
much-needed space for fellowship and offices.

Throughout the 1990s and into the new millennium, Zion has continued 
to grow and serve the community in new ways. Our congregation is 
made up of people from Tinley Park and many towns in the surrounding 
area. Since 2002, we share our worship space with the South Suburban 
Chinese Church on Sunday afternoons for their worship and fellowship. 
We are always listening for the movement of the Spirit, and expanding 
our mission to the larger community. Most recently our ministry efforts 
include a free, monthly community dinner on the first Thursday of each 
month (in partnership with other area churches), and offering food and 
shelter to homeless women and children every Friday night, in partnership 
with PADS. We are committed to Christ and Christ’s mission of restorative 
justice, our traditional Lutheran heritage, and to working together to 
be a relevant and growing congregation for our expanding community. 
We welcome everyone because of the unconditional welcome we have 
received in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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LAWN CARE
All Dry Fertilizer Programs

Preventive Grub Control

Core Aeration

Weed & Insect Control

Landscape Weed Control

Diseased Lawn Programs

TREE & SHRUB CARE 
Deep Root Feeding

Insect & Disease Control

Dormant Oil

Micronutrients

“The Best Alternative” - Since 1984

Satisfi ed Customers Are Our Best

Advertising & We Know It!

Mark & Susan Spence - Owners
7320 Duvan Drive • Tinley Park, IL 60477

www.lawntechltd.com • callus@lawntechltd.com

FREE ESTIMATES - (708) 532-7411

A Family Service
(708) 532-1635
www.vandenbergfuneralhome.com

Jacob C. Vandenberg
Director

Joshua Vandenberg
Manager

Serving Tinley Park Since 1965
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The Worship and Witness Board
The Worship and Witness Board oversees the work related to worship, 
pastoral care, evangelism, mission and outreach, and the music ministries. 
We are here to assist the pastors in the spiritual care and needs of the 
members of this congregation and to encourage their faithfulness in the 
Christian life. We coordinate with the various committees responsible 
for all preparations and actions performed during the worship service, 
including Deacons, Ushers, Chancel Care, Readers and Greeters. We 
maintain accurate records of membership and always look forward to 
welcoming new members into our church.

Mission and Outreach
Mission and outreach grow from the heart of our ministry. As we see 
poverty, hunger, and other social issues and needs in our society, we look 
for ways to respond. Our mission and outreach ministry focuses on:

• Helping each of us find our talents and abilities
• Creating awareness of the needs in our community
• Locating opportunities for us to use our gifts to help others in 

Jesus’ name

Zion is currently involved locally and globally through our service 
ministries and projects, like:

• World Hunger - ELCA
• Monthly Community Dinner - in partnership with TP Ministerial 

Alliance
• Zion’s ministry partners include:

• Love INC
• Together We Cope
• Tinley Park Food Pantry
• Public Action to Deliver Shelter (PADS)
• Lutheran Social Services of IL (LSSI)
• Little Brothers/Friends of the Elderly
• Lutheran World Relief

A monthly benevolence is collected at Zion to assist those in need at Zion 
and in the community. Zion also has a Little Free Library, lovingly hand 
built as a model of our historic former building. All are welcome to come 
by and take, borrow, or leave a book!

Our newest ministry, Stringz of Hope, provides care packages for cancer 
patients and their families.

If you would like to learn more about our ministry or participate in any of 
our service or outreach projects, contact the church office.
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Music Ministry
Music is a gift from God. Martin Luther once said, “Next to the Word of God, 
music deserves the highest praise.” Zion offers opportunities to share vocal 
and instrumental gifts and skills while enhancing our worship services and 
giving praise to God. Whether you are a beginner or an advanced musician, 
we have a place for you at Zion. Ensembles are listed below:

Group Name Type Rehearsal Time Age Group

Praise Band Contemporary Thursday 6pm - 7pm Adult

Bells of Zion TBA TBA TBA TBA

Chancel Choir Traditional Thursday 7pm - 8:30pm Adult

Children’s Choir Traditional/Contemporary Sunday 11:45am - 12:45pm

In addition, instrumentalists and soloists are encouraged to call the music office 
and arrange a time to meet and discuss the many opportunities for playing in 
our worship services. Children interested in singing or ringing are encouraged to 
participate as well as those interested in liturgical dance or drama.

Our music ministry at Zion incorporates many styles and is ecumenically 
diverse and all encompassing.

Come, see and hear what fun and excitement being a member in a musical 
group can provide for you. Our ensembles are uplifting, jubilant, caring, 
committed to Christ and one another, and provide a wonderful service to 
this church community. We find great joy in leading God’s people in prayer, 
praise, and adoration. Experience this joy for yourself. Enroll today!

Parish Life and Fellowship Board
The ministries of the Parish Life and Fellowship Board provide events 
that promote fellowship and socializing among the different ages of the 
congregation of Zion. The Board consists of two Council members and five 
to six church members. Volunteers are always welcome to assist with events.

We have annual events which include Ice Cream Social and Cake 
Walk; Christmas Cookie Walk; and the Women’s Christmas 
Dinner.

Due to the 2020 COVID-19 Pandemic, many of our events had to be 
cancelled. We hope this year we will be able to plan some great outreach 
events for the members and friends of Zion.

We also had to end our Community Dinners in the Zion Center on the 
first Thursday of the month. We had over 100 guests sharing our dinners 
each month. Now we are serving drive-by dinners the second Thursday of 
each month. Interested guests can sign up for the dinner via the church 
office. We are thankful that we are able to do this outreach during this 
difficult time.
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The Board of Lifelong Learning
The Board of Lifelong Learning oversees all the educational ministries 
of Zion Lutheran Church. They work closely with staff and volunteers to 
provide educational opportunities for Zion’s members.

Sunday School
Zion Lutheran Church offers Sunday School classes for children ages 
three through eighth grade.

Vacation Bible School
Zion Lutheran Church provides a Vacation Bible School program each 
summer for an average of 100 children. The children enjoy Bible-
based learning, fellowship, and fun, in addition to tasty snacks.

First Communion
First communion Class is offered once a year during Lent for children 
who are ready to take the sacrament.

Confirmation
Confirmation Class is offered for 7th and 8th grade students every 
other year. The curriculum is both experiential and explorative. This 
is where we dig into God’s Word, learn what it means to follow Jesus 
and find a safe place to ask questions. Here, we learn to put our faith 
in action! Both help us to grow deeper in faith and stay connected to 
our faith community.

Adult Education
Various adult education programs are coordinated by pastors as well 
as lay members of Zion’s congregation, including Bible studies, book 
studies, book club discussions, new member classes, and topic driven 
groups. We occasionally organize retreats.

Early Childhood Center
The Zion Early Childhood Center Support Committee falls under the 
umbrella of the Board of Lifelong Learning.
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844844--820820--11371137
Call Today for a FREE ESTIMATE

LeafGuard is guaranteed never
to clog as long as you own your
home or we’ll clean it for FREE

Eliminates the risk of
falling off  the ladder to
clean clogged gutters

Durable, all-weather tested system–not a fl imsy attachment

Seamless, one-piece system keeps
out leaves, pine needles and debris!

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. 
Off er sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. 
This off er is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.  If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend 
and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter 
into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this off er: employees of Company or affi  liated companies or entities, their 
immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and 
former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal
or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via fi rst class United States Mail or e-mailed within
30 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Off er not sponsored
or promoted by Darden and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 12/31/2021.

with free in-home estimate 

$25
On Purchases with your Synchrony Bank credit card. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the promotional
purchase is not paid in full within 12 Months. $29 account activation fee will apply. Fixed Monthly Payments required equal to 2.5% of
the highest balance applicable to this promo purchase until paid in full. Off er applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases.
No monthly interest will be charged on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full [within12 Months]. If you do
not, monthly interest will be charged on the promo purchase from the purchase date. Fixed monthly payments are required equal to
2.5% of the highest balance applicable to this promo purchase until paid in full. The fi xed monthly payment will be rounded to the next
highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional
purchase. Depending on purchase amount, promotion length and payment allocation, the required minimum monthly payments may or
may not pay off  purchase by end of promotional period. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion
ends, to promotional purchase, except that the fi xed monthly payment will continue to be required until the promotion is paid in full.
For new accounts: Purchase APR is 26.99% Minimum Interest Charge is $2. One-time Account Activation Fee of $29 charged at time
fi rst purchase posts to account. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit
approval. Expires 12/31/21.

INTEREST-FREE
FINANCING 
FOR

MONTHS!
Yes!Yes!$$Financing
Available
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Zion Early Childhood Center
Zion Early Childhood Center is a fun place to grow! We are a child-centered 
Christian program for children who are three through five years of age. Our 
goal is to help children develop a positive concept of themselves in God’s 
world. This is accomplished by providing activities that prepare the students 
for their school years. Each special student is celebrated as a unique creation 
of God and thoroughly enjoyed for his or her special contributions to the class.

Our staff is committed to sharing the love of Christ with our students at 
all times. We pray at the beginning of each day and again before we enjoy 
our daily snack. Christian education takes place during music as we teach 
songs of our faith.

Field Trips: Some of our fun adventures include a neighborhood walk 
and visiting the Fire Department, the Tinley Park Public Library and 
Camp Manitoqua, where we pick pumpkins and learn about nature.

Special Guests: We invite many special guests into our classrooms each 
year. Some that come every year are the Tinley Park firefighters, guest 
readers, and guest musicians.

Alphabet Fun: Our preschool-aged students are taught the alphabet 
using puppets. Time is spent learning about the sound that each letter 
represents at the beginning of a word.

Numbers: Numbers 1 through 10 are formally taught in our preschool 
classes. However, pre-math skills such as counting, sorting, classifying, 
and pattern making are a part of every day.

Science and Social Studies: Our students explore science through 
many activities such as using magnets, making our own play dough, 
snow experiments, and erupting volcanoes. Social studies are taught 
through holiday celebrations.

Fun with Literature: We bring books to life for our students! Our 
teachers share their joy of reading with the girls and boys every day. 
Often, stories are acted out with props. We publish our own books 
using the language patterns from good books. These projects meet the 
needs of all students at any stage of development.

Special Days: Every day is a special day at Zion; however, some days 
are extra-special! We begin in the fall with color days, and progress 
through the year enjoying M&M day, jellybean day, quilt day, wacky 
Wednesday, parachute day, and many more!

Kindergarten: Our kindergarten uses a professionally published curriculum. 
Reading is taught through quality literature with lessons in phonics. Math 
concepts are developed through hands-on activities. Interactive science 
and relevant social studies topics are covered throughout the year.
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Parents & Tots: Twice a year we offer a 6-week program for parents and 
children ages 18 months to 3 years old. It’s a great opportunity for the 
children to experience the fun they will have at preschool.

For more information, visit our website at ziontinleypark.org, like us on 
Facebook@ZionECCTinleyPark, follow us on Instagram@zionecc or call us 
at 708-532-1656.

Resource Development Board
The Board of Resource Development oversees the following areas with 
regard to our facility:

• Building safety, security, maintenance, repair, and improvement
• Custodial staff
• Building and key usage

The responsibilities of the Resource Development Board include:
• Coordinate and administer approved special fund appeals, 

developed for a specific purpose and duration
• Serve as guardians and custodians of the congregation’s real 

estate (land and buildings) and all other property, equipment and 
furnishings

• Supervise the maintenance of the property
• Approve the use of our facilities by members and non-members
• Approve all purchases as it pertains to the maintenance and 

improvement of all church facilities
• Supervise the work and duties of custodial staff
• Be custodians of all keys to church buildings, property, and 

equipment and maintain a master file
• Appoint committees as needed to carry out these responsibilities
• Stewardship

Zion Lutheran Cemetery
Zion’s Cemetery, located at 6201 W. 167th Street in Tinley Park, was 
established in 1872 on land purchased from the Mohr family. Many of 
the gravestones date back to that time and include names that have been 
prominent in both Tinley Park and Zion, such as Vogt, Fulton, and Funk. 
The original property was added to 6 times. Today the cemetery has 3684 
gravesites and a total of 1321 burials.

The cemetery board, administrator, and custodians oversee the daily 
operation of the cemetery. A cemetery trust fund was established in 1992 
to protect the assets and we depend on your offerings and donations to 
cover our expenses.

For information on purchasing a gravesite or any other questions, contact 
the cemetery administrator through the church office.
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 Care Facilities
Hospitals

Advocate Christ Medical Center ....................................708-684-8000
 4440 95th St., Oak Lawn, 60453

Comer Children’s Hospital .............................................888-824-0200
 5721 S. Maryland Ave., Chicago, 60637

UChicago Medicine Ingalls Memorial ..........................708-333-2300
 15510 Page Ave., Harvey, 60426

Northwestern Memorial Hospital .................................312-926-2000
 251 E. Huron Street, Chicago, 60611

Palos Health .......................................................................708-923-4000
 12251 80th Ave., Palos Hts., 60463

Rush University Medical Center ....................................312-942-5000
 1653 W. Congress Parkway, Chicago, 60612

Silver Cross ........................................................................815-300-1100
 1900 Silver Cross Blvd., New Lenox, 60451

So. Suburban Advocate ...................................................708-799-8000
 17800 S. Kedzie, Hazel Crest, 60429

Franciscan Health Olympia Fields. ...............................708-747-4000
 20201 S. Crawford Ave., Olympia Fields, 60461

University of Chicago Medicine ....................................773-702-1000
 5841 S. Maryland Ave., Chicago, 60637
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LAW OFFICES

HUTCHISON, ANDERS & HICKEY
7851 WEST 185TH STREET, SUITE 105 | TINLEY PARK, IL 60477 | (708) 532-7100

DAVID L. ANDERS | LYNN M. HICKEY
RICHARD L. HUTCHISON, Retired 

General Practice Attorneys Offering Services In:

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. www.hahlaw.com

• Personal Injury / Workers’ Comp. • Wills / Trusts / Power of Attorney
• Family Law • Civil Litigation • Probate • Corporations and Partnerships
• Residential and Commercial Real Estate Transactions

Funeral & Cremation Services

HEARTLAND
MEMORIAL

CENTER

Creating Meaningful Tributes
65 Old Frankfort Way, P.O. Box 1031 • Frankfort, IL 60423

Owned & Operated by
the Hirsch Family

Serving the Community
for Five Generations

www.HeartlandMemorial.com • tel: (708) 444-2266 • fax: (708) 444-2277
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Nursing Homes/Rehabilitation Centers
Alden Orland Park ............................................................708-403-6500
 16450 97th Ave., Orland Park, 60467

Applewood ..........................................................................708-747-1300
 21020 Kostner, Matteson, 60443

Bickford of Tinley Park ....................................................708-845-5490
 17301 80th Ave., Tinley Park, 60477

Charter Senior Living.......................................................708-799-7099
 3701 183rd St., Hazel Crest, 60429

Brookdale Orland Park ....................................................708-403-2001
 16051 S. Lagrange Rd., Orland Park, 60467

Lexington ............................................................................708-349-8300
 14601 S. John Humphrey Dr., Orland Park, 60462

ManorCare ..........................................................................708-361-6990
 7850 W. College Dr., Palos Heights, 60463

Marian Village ...................................................................708-226-3780
 15624 Marian Dr., Homer Glen, 60491

Palos Heights Rehabilitation Center ............................708-597-1000
 13259 S. Central Ave., Crestwood, 60418

Porter Place ........................................................................708-782-4077
 17833 Harlem Ave., Tinley Park, 60477

Smith Crossing ..................................................................708-326-2300
 10501 Emilie Ln., Orland Park, 60467

Tinley Court .......................................................................708-532-7800
 16301 Brementowne Dr., Tinley Park, 60477

Victorian Village ................................................................708-301-0800
 12600 Renaissance Cir., Homer Glen, 60491

Waterford Estates .............................................................888-703-0784
 17400 Kedzie Ave., Hazel Crest, 60429
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Funeral Homes
Brady Gill ............................................................................708-614-9900
 16600 Oak Park Ave., Tinley Park, 60477

Colonial Chapel .................................................................708-532-5400
 15525 73rd Ave., Orland Park, 60462

Edgar ....................................................................................708-423-1600
 10900 S. Cicero Ave., Oak Lawn, 60453

Hickey Memorial ...............................................................708-385-4478
 4201 W. 147th St., Midlothian, 60445

Lawn Funeral Home .........................................................708-532-3100
 17909 94th Ave., Tinley Park, 60487

Lawn Funeral Home .........................................................708-429-3200
 7732 W. 159th St., Orland Park, 60461

Maher Funeral Home .......................................................708-781-9212
 17101 71st Ave., Tinley Park, 60477

McKenzie .............................................................................708-687-2990
 15618 S. Cicero, Oak Forest, 60452

Vandenberg ........................................................................708-532-1635
       17248 Harlem Ave., Tinley Park, 60477
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Bible Basics: RP3
Read to Picture, to Ponder, to Put into actionder, ttoo Put iinnto aaccttiion

Read Bible stories together with 
families, Sunday school classes, 
Scout groups ...anybody interested 
in the Bible!

For All Ages (Including Parents and Leaders)

Perfect for Campouts or Weekend Retreats 
(Three 45 Minute Long Sessions)

Bible-based Christian Education Programs

FREE to download requirements from: www.praypub.org
For more information: 1-800-933-7729

New Patch Series From P.R.A.Y.

Patches & Pins 
Available for Purchase


