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Bethany United Methodist Church
10010 Anderson Mill Road, Austin, TX 78750

(512) 258-6017
Fax (512) 331-8843

www.bethany-umc.org

Leading People to Experience God’s Love,
Know Jesus Christ, and Grow in His Image

Welcome to Bethany - A House of Friends

Bethany is the name of a village, near Jerusalem, where Jesus went to visit 
and stay with his friends, Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. In fact, “Bethany” 
literally means “house of a friend.” Bethany was where Jesus went to find 
support, share God’s love, teach, and raise Lazarus from the dead. It was a 
refuge and a launching platform for His ministry. Clearly, it held a special 
place in His heart.

Our Bethany, Bethany United Methodist Church, is also a special place. 
When I arrived here, I was amazed by all the opportunities Bethany 
offers; support for those who have suffered loss and are in pain; answers 
for those with questions; learning for those with a hunger for deeper 
wisdom; a variety of worship services and music styles for those who long 
for meaningful worship; and many ways to reach out and share God’s 
love with our hands and hearts. There were offerings for the very young 
to the (ahem) more mature. But what most caught my attention, and my 
heart, was the warmth and sincerity of God’s love shared in all these ways. 
I arrived a stranger. But it was not long before I claimed Bethany as my 
house of friends in Jesus Christ.

We welcome you to Bethany as an honored guest. We want you to take 
advantage of all Bethany offers, in Christ’s name, for your heart, mind, 
body and soul. Feel free to explore and experience Bethany. We pray that 
you will find the healing and abundant life you seek in Christ. And we 
hope that you, too, will soon claim Bethany as your house of friends in 
Jesus Christ.

Grace and Peace,

Tom Deviney, Sr. Pastor
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Worship Services
Saturday .......... 5:00pm ......................... Casual Service* (Worship Center)
 Relaxed, casual worship time with prayer and music

Sunday ............. 8:15am & 11:00am Traditional Worship* (Worship Center)
 Traditional Methodist liturgy, music and prayer

Sunday ............. 9:30am ..........................Praise Worship* (Worship Center)
 Praise and contemporary style music and prayer

Sunday ............. 9:30am ....Contemplative Chapel Worship (Grimes Chapel)
Songs, Silence, Scripture, Sacraments;

 Taize style prayer & meditation with weekly communion

Sunday ............. 6:30pm ........................Youth Worship (Cornerstone in the 
......................... Shalom Building)(during the school year)

Wednesday ....... 6:30pm .................................................. Mid-Week Service
A 30-minute service with music, prayer, scripture and Holy Communion

* 1st Sunday weekend of each month is communion weekend
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Meet Our Pastors
Rev. Tom Deviney is a native of South Texas, having grown up in Victoria 
and Corpus Christi. A graduate of Southwestern University and the Iliff School 
of Theology, he served churches in a variety of settings before coming to 
Bethany in 2001. He and Cindi were married in 1979 and have two children 
Aislinn, a graduate of Oklahoma City University and Hillsong Leadership 
College; and Forrest, a graduate of Texas A&M University in Corpus Christi 
and Perkins School of Theology, currently serving as Pastor of First United 
Methodist Church of Port Lavaca, TX. His daughter-in-law, Mercedes, is 
pursuing her graduate degree in Marriage and Family Therapy at Texas A&M 
University in Corpus Christi. Tom has served with numerous agencies and 
foundations in and outside of the UMC. In his free time, he enjoys time with 
his family, bicycling, camping, music and reading.

Rev. Sheri Clifton is Executive Pastor of Worship at Bethany. Prior to 
joining the Bethany pastoral staff in 2005, Sheri served as Associate Pastor 
of Buda UMC. Sheri is a graduate of Southwestern University and Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary. She is married to Daniel and they have 
two sons, Luke and Zach. In her free time, she enjoys spending time with 
her family, cooking and reading.

Rev. Wynn Stenftenagel is an Elder serving full time as the Executive 
Pastor for Compassion Ministries. She has worked at Bethany in various 
roles since 2006. Prior to her current appointment, Wynn served as a 
Student Intern then Pastor Assistant here. Her major responsibilities are 
pastoral care, grief support, Stephen Ministry, visitation, prayer ministries, 
mission teams, and worship activities. Wynn is a graduate of Indiana 
University and Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary. She has been 
married to Chris since 1994. Wynn serves on the Board of New Life Institute, 
a non-profit counseling center in Austin.

Rev. Jessica Petersen is an ordained deacon, serving as Pastor to 
Children and Families at Bethany. She is a native of San Antonio and 
prior to joining Bethany staff in 2011, she attended seminary at Duke 
Divinity School and interned at various churches in the North Carolina 
Conference. Jessica is also a graduate of Southwestern University. She has 
been married to David since 2008, and they have two daughters. In her 
free time, Jessica enjoys spending time with loved ones, cooking/baking, 
reading, and spending time outdoors.

Pastor Thomas Johnson is Pastor of Discipleship, overseeing adult 
discipleship at Bethany. He is currently finishing his M.Div. at Asbury 
Theological Seminary and working through the ordination process to 
become an Elder in the UMC. He is passionate about making disciples, 
equipping others to make disciples, and the renewal of the Church to make 
disciples of Jesus more effectively. In his free time he enjoys spending time 
with his wife Tracy and their two kids, Abigail and Everett, being outdoors, 
and drinking delicious Guatemalan coffee.
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Rev. Teresa Kingsbury, Student Ministries Pastor, is currently 
attending Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary in conjunction with 
the Center for Youth Ministry Training program. Teresa graduated from the 
University of Iowa May 2014. Prior to joining the Bethany staff in 2005, Teresa 
had her own accounting practice serving mostly in the non-profit arena. Teresa 
and her husband Chris have been married since 1978, have 3 children (Chad, 
Eric and Kellie), and through their marriages have welcomed 2 additional 
children (Erin and Maribeth). In addition they have 4 grandchildren, Shia, Kate 
and Miles and Finn. She enjoys the outdoors, cooking, reading and time with 
family and friends.

Rev. Dave Lutz has been working part-time as a Care Ministries Pastor at 
Bethany since the summer of 2002. His major responsibilities are working 
with older adults, visitation of the sick and homebound, working with 
those who have dementia and their caregivers, and other pastoral duties as 
needed. He leads the monthly Alzheimer’s Support group; fulfills a variety 
of leadership roles within the House of Friends and serves on the HOF 
Strategic Planning Team. In addition, he teaches courses in Spirit Walk and 
adult Sunday school classes. He co-teaches Caregiver University courses: 
Powerful Tools for Caregivers and The Savvy Caregiver, to help caregivers 
take better care of themselves and better understand the issues related to 
those they care for. He also leads adults on educational travel abroad.

Office Hours
8:30am-4:30pm Mon. through Thurs.

8:30am-12:30pm Fri.

Church Staff and Extensions
Pastors

Tom Deviney, Lead Pastor
 ............................................................. call receptionist at main phone
Sheri Clifton, Executive Pastor of Worship ................................ ext. 225
Wynn Stenftenagel, Executive Pastor for Compassion Ministries
 ................................................................................................. ext. 275
Jessica Petersen, Pastor to Children and Families ..................... ext. 232
Thomas Johnson, Pastor for Discipleship .................................. ext. 271
Teresa Kingsbury, TX Regional Director CYMT
Dave Lutz, Care Ministries Pastor ...................................................... **

Administration
Cliff Wells, Administrative Executive & Communications ......... ext. 239
Barbie Harrison, Office Manager .............................................. ext. 223
Sally Foster, Database Administrator ........................................ ext. 246
Carolyn Bawcom, Receptionist ................................................. ext. 221
Patti Breaux, Receptionist/Office Assistant & Worship Assistant ............  
 .......................................................................................ext. 221 & 222
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AUSTIN

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS
Guaranteed!

(512) 843-7130

*New Orders Only. Original coupon required. Call for details. Expires 11/30/19.

Call Now for a FREE In-Home Consultation!

Products
available from

Beldon
Austin

Lifetime Clog-Free Warranty • No More Cleaning Out Your Gutters

$100
DISCOUNT*

on top of our current advertised offer!
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Bethany School
Pat Rudd, Bethany School Director .........................................258-6965
Kim Hinshaw, Bethany School Administrator .........................258-6965

Caring Ministry
Wynn Stenftenagel, Executive Pastor for Compassion Ministries ...ext. 275
Erin Williams, Director of Care Ministries ................................ ext. 281
Dave Lutz, Care Ministries Pastor ...................................................... **
Susie Petersen, Director - House of Friends .............................. ext. 254

Children’s Ministry
Jessica Petersen, Pastor to Children and Families ..................... ext. 232
Susan Hinderliter, Admin. Coordinator Children’s Ministry ...... ext. 269
Jen Seibel, Children’s Ministry Coordinator.............................. ext. 233
Lori Pierce, Children’s Ministry Volunteer Coordinator ............. ext. 413

Communications
Elizabeth Nettles, Communications Coordinator ...................... ext. 270
Gail Gourley, Web & Publications Coordinator ......................... ext. 259
Sally Foster, Membership, Mailings & Records Admin .............. ext. 246
Emily Herbst, Print Production Assistant .................................. ext. 262

Connections
Cecilia Barrentine, Director of Connections Min./Primetimers ... ext. 231

Facilities & Operations
Epi Chavez, Facilities & Events Coordinator ............................. ext. 249
Kevin Dykes, Senior Facilities Specialist ................................... ext. 249
Jon Wukasch, Resident Host ..................................................... ext. 249
B.J. Allen, Facilities Specialist ................................................... ext. 249
Greg Smith, Facilities & Maintenance Specialist ....................... ext. 249

Finance
Jane Herbst, Finance Manager, Payroll, Benefits Coordinator... ext. 226
JoAnn Elliott, Finance Assistant ................................................ ext. 263

Inviting Ministry & Hospitality
Jill Johnson, Director of Inviting Ministries .............................. ext. 229
Lana Smith, Food Service Manager .......................................... ext. 242

Music Ministry
Curt Olson, Director of Music Ministries ................................... ext. 236
Nic Whitworth, Praise & Worship Leader.................................. ext. 240
Jamieson McCaffity, Asst. Dir. Music Ministries, PURE Sound ........... **
Frank Jacks, Jr., Sound & Media Coordinator ........................... ext. 261
Jane Olson, Saturday Accompanist .................................................... **
Mary Len Stanton, Director Bethany Fine Arts Academy ................... **

Nursery Ministry
Elizabeth Nettles, Nursery Administrator ................................. ext. 270
Christin Smith, Nursery Supervisor, MOMs Ministry ................ ext. 270
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Student Ministry
Kris Cutler, Director of Student Ministries ................................ ext. 235
Maggie Todd, Student Ministries Administrator ....................... ext. 228
Jose Suarez, Student Ministries Resident ................................. ext. 267

Wedding Ministry
Barbie Harrison, Wedding Coordinator ..................................... ext. 223

** does not have an office on campus - please call church office for contact info.

For Your Information
Altar Flowers

Call or come by the church office to request altar flowers in honor or 
in memory of a loved one, at least 2 weeks in advance of the requested 
date. Watch the Epistle or Bulletin for deadlines on orders for Easter 
lilies or Christmas poinsettias.

Baptisms
Baptisms are performed on the 4th Sunday of each month. A one-time 
baptism class is held on the 3rd Sunday of each month from 
11:00am-12:00pm. To schedule a baptism or for more information, 
check the Bethany website, or call the office.

Childcare
Free childcare is available during all worship services. It may also be 
requested (at least 2 weeks in advance) for meetings or other events. Fee 
for non-worship events is $7 per child per event; $20 family max. Please 
complete a “Request for Child Care” form located in the main office or on 
the website, or call the Nursery office, ext. 270. Completed forms can be 
returned to the church office.

Information updates for...
Change of address, telephone, email address, etc., notify Sally Foster, 
Database Administrator, ext. 246, sally.foster@bethany-umc.org.

How to Join the Church:
Attend our “Connection Celebration” held every other month: meet and 
fellowship with pastors, staff and volunteers; learn about membership 
expectations; discover discipleship and serving opportunities; and 
participate in a brief membership ceremony. Childcare available 
by advance reservation. Contact Jill Johnson, Director of Inviting 
Ministries, ext. 229, jill.johnson@bethany-umc.org.

Miss a Worship Service?
Sermon audio podcasts from Saturday & Sunday services are available 
on our website at bethany-umc.org/worship/sermons. Contact Frank 
Jacks, Jr., ext. 261, frank.jacksjr@bethany-umc.org
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Prayer Requests
Prayer request cards are available in the Worship Center and can be 
completed during worship and placed in the collection plate. You may 
also request prayers on our website at www.bethany-umc.org/prayer or 
call the office. Requests are confidential and shared with the pastors and 
the prayer team.

Reporting births, hospitalization or death in the family
Please call the church office to notify us of important information 
regarding births, deaths, or hospitalizations. We require permission 
from a family member to publish this information in our Epistle 
and Bulletin. In the case of an emergency after office hours and 
on weekends, the church office answering machine provides the 
emergency phone number for the pastor on call.

Safety Certification Process
All volunteers who wish to work with children, youth, or vulnerable 
adults must go through a safety certification process, including a 
background check.

Schedule a room or event at the church
Complete a Facility Use Request form located in the church office or on 
the website. Completed forms should be returned to Barbie Harrison, 
Office Manager, barbie.harrison@bethany-umc.org

Website
Check the church website, www.bethany-umc.org, for more detailed 
information on church programs and ministries, staff email addresses, 
and other information not included in this guidebook.

Weddings
For scheduling and information regarding wedding policies and fees, 
please contact Barbie Harrison, Wedding Coordinator, ext. 223, 
barbie.harrison@bethany-umc.org

Adult Ministries
Sunday School Classes

9:30 Classes
Bible - Room D212

Couples and individuals, 30’s+. Average attendance 6-10. Bible study 
discussion format. Occasional service projects and socials.

Constant Seekers - Room D213
Multi-generational adults attending with and without spouses. Average 
attendance 10. Studies centered on social justice and progressively 
applying Christianity to modern life. Occasional socials.
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Increase Home Value
Great Curb Appeal
Energy Efficiency

AUSTIN

REPLACE YOUR
OLD WINDOWS
And Save!

(512) 843-7130
Call Now for a
FREE In-Home
Consultation!

Products
available from

Beldon
Austin

*New Orders Only. Original coupon required. Call for details. Expires 11/30/19.

$100
DISCOUNT*

on top of our
current advertised

offer!
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Covenant - Room D203/204
Adults of all ages. We have 30-35 people each week. Working through 
studying and discussing the Bible chronologically. Projects include 
Thanksgiving/Christmas family, HCCM, food benevolence pantry, and 
other mission projects. Regular socials. This class likes to pray and eat! 
Space available.

Disciples Under Construction - Room D211
This is a class is for young and middle adults, both single and married, 
who are looking for something that feels more like a small group on 
Sunday morning. We have more discussions than lectures. We enjoy 
studying the Bible on a deep level and seek to apply it to our lives. We 
have occasional get-togethers outside of church as well. Come learn, 
grow, and share with us.

Discovery - Room D209/210
Adults, 40’s-60’s. Average attendance 30. Curriculum alternates 
between Bible study and studies on contemporary issues, with open 
discussions. Mission projects include HCCM, needy families, Hands on 
Housing, Methodist Children’s Home, IHN, Mobile Loaves & Fishes. 
Quarterly socials and annual retreat. Weekly newsletter to keep 
everybody in touch.

Friendship - D105
Couples & singles, 50’s-90’s. Average attendance 30. Study of Bible history 
and contemporary applications. Projects include HCCM, World Vision, 
Samaritan Health Ministries, and missionary projects. Frequent socials.

Home Improvement - Room D300
Adults with children (“expecting” through teen years). We join in 
struggling to understand our kids and our role as Christian parents. 
We meet to support one another in developing and nurturing our 
relationships with God, our church, our spouses, and our children. 
Class lessons focus on parenting, marriage, and family, with a reliance 
on God for direction and support.,

Searchers - Room D305/306
Couples & singles, 50’s-90’s. Average attendance 70. Bible study, 
current issues. Projects include Christmas tree sales to support church & 
community projects. Also support outside missions. Occasional socials.

11:00 Classes
All God’s People - Room D105

A Sunday school class for adults with special needs. Participants sing, 
socialize, play chimes, and study God’s Word.
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Christian Foundations for Women - Room D211
A small group opportunity for women to: Know Christ by being 
intentional about their faith and relationship with Him, Experience 
His Love through the authenticity and empowerment that He brings 
to our lives, and Grow in His Image and in relationship with each 
other. Women of all ages are invited to join us for lots of interaction, 
discussion, questions, and fellowship.

Christians on the Go - Room D206/207
Couples, singles, all ages at any level of Bible knowledge welcome! 
Our mission is to provide a safe, nurturing circle of friends, all at 
different stages in their faith journeys. Our curriculum includes 
scripture-based studies focused on successful Christian living in a busy 
world and on promoting spiritual growth.

Family, Faith, and Friendship - Room D300/301
This class is geared toward parents with younger children (or planning 
on them) - and anyone is welcome! We are interested in forming rich 
friendships as we manage the daily demands of personal and work 
life, particularly life within our families and relationships with people 
who will help us grow spiritually, challenge us, teach us, hug us and 
serve God with us. Our Facebook page is very active and keeps us 
connected during the week. We all take turns leading discussions. 
Show up and come and go as you please.

Interpreters - Room D203/204
Couples and singles, ages 35 - 95. Average attendance 20. Bible study 
and book/video discussions. We are an encouraging group of friends that 
strive to find a balance between study, discussion, and good-humored 
fellowship. Various ongoing mission projects. Occasional socials.

LIFE - Room D305/306
LIFE is a melting pot! WE ARE: married, single; empty nesters, full 
nesters; young adults, seasoned veterans; new to faith, established in 
faith. WE: welcome questions, cherish the wisdom of experience; learn 
& grow together; employ a variety of study styles & topics to deepen 
our relationship with Christ & each other, reaching out to the world 
around us; enjoy fellowship activities including families & as adults 
only. FREE Parking - there’s a space for you!

Potter’s Wheel - Room D302/303
We are a class of parents of high schoolers and young adults, empty-
nesters and new grandparents! We actively support the “Movin’ and 
Groovin’” mission as a class, as well as other mission opportunities 
inside and outside the church. Class study includes the Bible, spiritual 
growth and discipleship.

For more information about Adult Ministries please contact Thomas 
Johnson, Pastor for Discipleship, ext 271, thomas.johnson@bethany-umc.org
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Daren W. Evans, D.D.S.
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Balcones Greene Offi  ces
(512) 258-9466

9951 Anderson Mill Road, Suite 102
Austin, TX 78750

info@darenevans.com
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Children and
Nursery Ministries

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me” ..Matthew 19:14

Bethany Children’s Ministry Offers
• A place for children birth through 5th grade 

to grow spiritually and learn the Bible in a 
welcoming way.

• A choice of programs to interest any child.
• Christian Fellowship
• A welcoming place for children to have a 

second home.
• Opportunities for parents and adults to make 

a difference in a child’s life.
• Family time through Christian experiences.

• Nursery staff teaches children about God’s love through songs 
and stories during the 9:30 and 11:00am worship services for ages 
birth - 24+months. Nursery care is offered for children birth - age 
12 during all other worship services and upon request for weekday 
programs.

• The “Discover” Sunday school program is offered at 
9:30 and 11:00am. Preschool children in “Discover: Base Camp” 
program stay in the same classroom all year long, while K-3rd 
grade children in “Discover: Trek” rotate to a different interactive 
learning center each week. In “Discover: Expedition”, 4th and 5th 
graders engage with scripture in fun and exciting ways through a 
program designed just for preteens. Class is determined by age or 
grade as of Sept. 1st of the current school year.

• The Acolyte program invites 5th graders to serve in worship 
from October through the following September.

• Children’s and Family Mission projects provide 
opportunities for children and/or families to serve in our local 
community and to serve others around the world.

Family Ministry
• Moms on Mission is for moms of all ages, who gather to share, 

grow and support one another in our efforts to be the women, 
wives, and mothers God created us to be. Meets 
Thursdays, 9:30-11:30am and 6:30-8:30pm.

• Marriage Moms - A gathering of women who support one another 
in their efforts to be the wives God created them to be for the husbands 
God has given them. (2nd and 4th Thursdays, 9:30-11:30am).

• Human Sexuality Seminar is a church-based program for 5th 
graders & their parents (offered at the end of January each year).
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• Family Faith Formation - workshops on various topics are 
offered as a support and a tool for parents as they lead their 
children in developing faith in Christ.

Children’s Music
• Children’s Choirs participate in worship and special programs. 

Ages 4 yrs - 5th grade are invited to join. Weekly practice, 
Wednesdays, September - May 6:15pm

Special Programs or Events
• Bibles are gifted to 3rd graders in the fall and throughout the 

year as needed. The focus in Sunday school is to develop an 
overall concept of how the Bible is put together and learn how to 
use this important roadmap for Christian Discipleship.

• Children’s Christmas Eve Service is an interactive service 
for all that invites children to be a part of the Christmas story. 
December 24th at 3:00pm.

• Live Nativity is a special event that retells the birth of Jesus. 
Bethany families are invited to participate as the Holy Family, 
shepherds, angels, and wise men.

• Children’s Sabbath is a time when the children of Bethany are 
celebrated. Children play an active role in leading worship.

• Vacation Bible School is a summer program for children 
entering Kindergarten through completing 5th grade. There is 
a theme for the week, and activities for each day are centered 
around the day’s Bible story.

There are several ways to get information about Children and 
Nursery events and ongoing programs:

• Epistle - Bethany UMC weekly newsletter via email or regular mail*
• Kids’ News - Newsletter for children Birth-5th grade via email
• Journeying Together - Monthly email newsletter focusing on 

family faith formation activities and resources.
• Bethany UMC website
• Facebook - www.facebook.com/BUMCChildren
 *sign up on pew pad during worship or call church office.

For more information about Children’s and Nursery Ministry 
please contact: Jessica Petersen, Pastor to Children and 
Families, ext. 232, jessica.petersen@bethany-umc.org.
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Bethany School
“Bethany, Bethany, that is the place

 that I go in the morning with a smile on my face.
All my friends and my teachers will be there today.

And the Lord will be watching us play.”
  Bethany School Song

At Bethany School, our purpose is to fill our classrooms with a diverse 
and dedicated staff that helps nurture the development of each individual 
child. We strive to:

•  Build trust, confidence, and a sense of family in the classroom
•  Enhance physical development
•  Encourage cognitive learning using appropriate curriculum
•  Foster social and emotional maturation through interaction with peers
•  Begin a personal awareness of the love of God

Bethany School is a kindergarten preparedness school and has classes for 
children ages 12 months through Pre-Kindergarten. The preschool day 
is from 9:00am-1:00pm weekdays, except Thursday, which is 9:00am-
12:00pm. We do have four Enrichment Programs from Monday through 
Thursday that extend the day until 2:00 in 3 sessions of 8 weeks per year 
The school year begins in September and runs through May.

For more information about Bethany School, please contact
Pat Rudd, Director of Bethany School ...............pat.rudd@bethany-umc.org
Kim Hinshaw, Administrator ...................... kim.hinshaw@bethany-umc.org
Bethany School Phone ...........................................................512-258-6965

Inviting Ministries
We seek to create a welcoming and warm spirit at Bethany UMC, so that 
all who enter our doors will Experience God’s Love, Know Jesus Christ, 
and Grow in His Image!

Inviting Opportunities
• Greeters are present on campus to greet and assist you on 

Sunday mornings.
• Look for our courtesy shuttle, which will take you from our 

parking lot to the Worship Center and back to the parking lot after 
Worship.

• Welcome Desk volunteers can answer questions and offer 
information to visitors and members. Look for the desk in the 
Gathering Area of the Worship Center. Visitors are encouraged to 
stop by and pick up a Welcome Bag!

• Our Welcome Orientation is a chance for us to get to know our 
visitors, answer your questions and give you a tour of our campus. 
It’s held the first and third Sundays in the Connection Corner of 
the Worship Center at 9:30 and 11:00am.
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AUSTIN

TRANSFORM YOUR HOME 

With Brand New
SIDING!

(512) 843-7130
Call Now for a FREE In-Home Consultation!

Products
available from

Beldon
Austin

Pick Out Your Dream Siding
On A 3D Model

Of Your Actual Home!

*New Orders Only. Original coupon required. Call for details. Expires 11/30/19.

$100
DISCOUNT*

on top of our
current advertised

offer!
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• The Alpha Course is a 12-week program offered every fall 
and spring and is open to everyone in the community. Alpha is 
designed for anyone who wants to explore Christianity or renew 
their faith. Enjoy a meal, listen to talks, participate in small group 
discussions, and enjoy a “Day Away” retreat together.

• Breakfast with Santa is held the first Saturday in December. 
This great community tradition serves as a fundraiser for Alpha.

• Our Church Retreat is held at HEB Foundation Camp in 
Leakey every spring. A fun and affordable get-away for families 
and individuals at Bethany. This is a great opportunity to relax 
and enjoy the beauty of nature, as well as worship, play, and 
fellowship with friends.

Hospitality and Food Service
• Breakfast in the Café - Breakfast tacos, doughnuts, and fair 

trade coffee is available in our Café every Sunday morning. 
Proceeds benefit various ministries here at the church. The Café also 
provides a convenient place to meet during the week for coffee and 
conversation or to get away to do some work. Free wi-fi is available.

• Wednesday Night Fellowship Dinner is 5:15-6:30pm in the 
Fellowship Hall every week. Enjoy fellowship and a great meal for 
a reasonable price before attending the various Wednesday night 
activities on campus.

Membership
• Ready to get connected with Bethany UMC? Attend 

Connection Celebration, which occurs every other month. Learn 
about Bethany membership and join if you’re ready! Check our 
website for upcoming dates.

• First Steps to Connect classes are offered several times 
throughout the year for those interested in learning more about 
John Wesley, the history of Methodism and our theology, as well as 
history and helpful information about Bethany. You’ll also discover 
your spiritual gifts and passions and where you can serve. 

For more information about Inviting Ministries, please contact
Jill Johnson, Director of Inviting Ministries, ext. 229, 
jill.johnson@bethany-umc.org

Student Ministries
“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an 
example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith, and in purity”
  1 Timothy 4:12

Student Ministries is for students from 6th - 12th grade. Our purpose is 
to Love one another, Grow in faith, and Reach others for Christ. We strive 
to help students cultivate a relationship with Christ. We offer weekly 
programming, annual mission trips, retreats and events that allow this 
cultivation to be possible.
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Sunday School - Fellowship and donut holes available in The Cove area 
in the Shalom Building. Sunday school meets at 9:30 and 11:00am. 
Middle School students (6th-8th grade) meet according to grade level. 
High School students are combined.

Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF) - Sundays 6:00-8:00pm. Food - 
Friends - Worship - Games. Meet in Fellowship Hall for Snack Supper.

Wednesday PM - students are invited to bring homework and study with 
friends. Homework help is available with certified teachers.
Midweek Homework & Hangout ...................................... 5:00-8:00pm
Homework ........................................................................ 5:00-6:00pm
Middle School Bible Study / High School Games ............  6:00-7:00pm
High School Bible Study / Middle School Games ............. 7:00-8:00pm 

Youth Music - Has God blessed you with the love of music? Check out 
the variety of opportunities available. From beginner to Beethoven 
we’ve got you covered!
• JuBELLation Ringers, youth hand bell choir, plays in worship on 

occasional Sundays. Contact Steve Young, steve@young-techno.com 
Sundays 3:30-4:30pm

• PURE SOUND, combined Middle and High School choir, sings 
in Sunday services occasionally, with a summer tour. Contact 
Jamieson McCaffity; jamiesonmccaffity@bethany-umc.org. 
Sundays 4:30-5:30pm

• Youth Jam, weekly jam session to prepare for Youth Worship. 
Sundays, 5:30-6:00pm Contact Nic Whitworth, nic.whitworth@
bethany-umc.org

• Bethany Orchestra, for youth and adults, plays occasional 
Sundays. Contact Curt Olson, curt.olson@bethany-umc.org 
Thursdays 6:30-7:30pm.

Confirmation - 8-week sessions on Sundays from 11:00 am-12pm in The 
Cornerstone room in the Shalom Building. Confirmation is offered in 
fall and spring for youth, 7th grade and older, who are ready to explore 
making their own commitment to Christ as Savior and Lord. Contact 
Teresa Wagner, teresa.wagnertx@gmail.com

Missions & Service - Serve as the hands and feet of Christ by helping 
those in need around the corner or around the world. Fundraisers 
help cover the cost of the distant events. Throughout the year we offer 
several opportunities to serve in the community and each summer we 
offer mission trips and events for students in 6th through 12th grades.

Other Opportunities:
• Sunday mornings - Youth can serve as greeters, older youth as 

ushers, sound board operator, slide operator, communion servers 
or prayer usher.

• High school youth may serve as paid nursery workers on Sunday 
mornings and some weekday evenings. Middle School students 
can be volunteer apprentices in the church nursery.
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• Help young children during summer Vacation Bible School. Clean 
up church campus on All Church Workday-twice per year.

Student Leadership Team - Student Leaders are chosen during high 
school. They complete training and attend regular meetings to be on 
the team. SLT students help at youth group, retreats and events as 
Junior Counselors (JCs).

Events and Retreats - Watch for Fall / Spring Retreats as well as 
Summer Fundays and events.

Scouting Ministries - Nurture your adventurous spirit by getting involved 
in one of Bethany’s scouting programs. Bethany also offers the God and 
Country award program as an adjunct to its confirmation program, 
independent classes and one-on-one mentoring program. Contact Joshua 
Wollard, Bethany Scouting Coordinator, wollard@gmail.com

Find more detailed information on the web: www.bethany-umc.org/student

To speak with someone about student ministries, please 
contact:

Kris Cutler .........................Director of Student Ministries ........ ext. 235
 kris.cutler@bethany-umc.org
Maggie Todd .................Student Ministries Administrator ........ ext. 228
 maggie.todd@bethany-umc.org
Jose Suarez .....Graduate Resident for High School Ministry ........ ext. 257
 jose.suarez@bethany-umc.org
Ryan Nordan .....Graduate Residence in Student Ministry ........ ext. 257
 ryan.nordan@bethany-umc.org
Rachel Doye..............................Student Ministries Intern ........ ext. 257

Care Ministries
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” ~ Romans 15:13

Support, recovery groups, and workshops offer healing and 
growth opportunities for people going through life’s challenges. Our 
continuum of care includes:

• Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support Group ~ offering support 
to a gathering of caregivers who care for their loved ones with 
dementia

• Hospital Visitation ~ regular visitation to church family 
members who have been hospitalized and/or are facing a surgery 
or medical procedure

• Funeral Care ~ food, hospitality, and care for Bethany families on 
the day they remember and celebrate the life of their lost loved one

• Outreach/Home Care ~ showing Christ’s love through 
visitation, phone calls, Bible study, and home communion
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Lawrence A. Russell
board certified estate planning & probate law

texas board of legal specialization
Attorney and Counselor at Law

9951 anderson mill road, suite 200 | austin, texas 78750
512/258-2244 | FAX 512/335-4400

l a r r y r u s s e l l @ w s r l aw. c o m

512.799.4848
email: tlcpets2003@yahoo.com

Ginny Conklin

www.aatlcpets.com

#1 on Angie’s List

Church Benefactors
HouseSitter, Etc.

Need a Trustworthy Housesitter?
Handles mail, pets, water plants, etc
Call Carol Smith (512) 680-2308

Ref. upon request
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• ReWYRE: Rebuilding When Your Relationship Ends ~ 
an 11-week recovery workshop for those grieving the loss of a 
significant love relationship from divorce, death of a spouse, or 
the ending of long term relationship

• Grief Care ~ a support group that offers hope for people 
grieving the death of someone close

• Job Seeker Support Group ~ a listening ear, support, and 
practical resources for our church and wider community during 
times of temporary unemployment

• Special Needs Ministry ~ dances, special events, and a weekly 
Sunday school class for our adult friends with special needs

Long-term support is offered through:
• Stephen Ministry ~ one-on-one caregiving
• Healing Touch Grief Ministry ~ helpful booklets and calls for 

families who have experienced loss due to a death
• House of Friends (HOF) ~ a weekly social program for those 

with dementia and respite for their caregivers
• Care Card Writing ~ cards sent to every church household, 

offering prayer and connection
• Benevolence Ministry ~ financial support for those in our 

congregation and community who need rent and utilities assistance

For more information about Care Ministries, please contact:
Erin Williams ........................ Care Ministries Director ............. ext. 281 
 erin.williams@bethany-umc.org
Wynn Stenftenagel
  ......... Executive Pastor for Compassion Ministries ............. ext. 275 
 wynn.s@bethany-umc.org
Dave Lutz .................................Care Ministries Pastor ..........................  
 dlutzbethany2000@gmail.com
Susie Petersen .....................House of Friends Director ............. ext. 254 
 s.petersen419@gmail.com

Prayer Ministry
The Bethany Prayer Ministry has many opportunities for involvement 
including praying together in a group and praying alone at church, home 
or at work. These opportunities are varied and include:

• Intercession (praying for other’s needs)
• Blessing others (by prayer, cards sent)
• Bethany support (by praying for Bethany families, worship 

services, staff, and ministries)
• Prayer action by prayer walking (alone or with others)
• Prayer action by knitting/crocheting shawls (in prayer to be given 

to those in need).
• And much more
• Please pray to see how God is leading you to get involved.
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More information on all prayer ministry opportunities is 
available at www.bethany-umc.org/prayer, or contact:
 Rita Thompson, rt7415@att.net
 Pastor Wynn Steftenagal, ext. 275, wynn.s@bethany-umc.org

Music Ministries
“Praise the LORD with the harp; make music to him on the ten-stringed lyre. 
Sing to Him a new song; play skillfully, and shout for joy.” Psalm 33:2-3

Music enables us to glorify God and magnify His Word and worship is the 
medium through which His music is expressed. Through anthems and 
special music, God’s Word is presented as a “sermon in song.” Bethany 
offers a variety of musical styles and groups to support our varied worship 
services. With 20 various choirs and ensembles spanning the generations 
from children, to youth, to adults, Bethany is blessed with a rich heritage 
of musical excellence with a large number of gifted and talented 
individuals. With a strong core of volunteers and staff, our music ministry 
seeks to offer its highest praise to God through the following music 
ministry opportunities:

Children’s Choirs/Ensembles Rehearsal times
Kidz Praise (4-5 year olds) Wed. 6:15pm
Joy Singers (Grades 1-2) Wed. 6:15pm
Kidz Fantastik! (Grades 3-5) Wed. 6:15pm

Youth Choirs/Ensembles Rehearsal times
JuBELLation (Youth Bell Choir) Sun. 3:30pm
Jam (Praise Band) Sun. 3:30pm
PURE SOUND (Grades 6-12) Sun. 4:30pm
Bethany Orchestra Thurs. 6:30pm

Adult Choirs/Ensembles   Rehearsal times
SonShine Singers 8:15 worship Sun. 7:45am
Chancel Choir 11:00 worship Wed. 7:30pm
Messengers of Grace 9:30 worship Tues. 7:00pm
Praise Choir 9:30 worship Sun. 8:45am
Saturday Praise 5:00 worship Sat. 4:00pm
Taize Musicians 9:30 chapel worship Sun. 9:00am
Grace Notes Women’s Ensemble Wed. 9:00pm
Journeymen Men’s Ensemble Wed. 9:00pm
Bethany Bells Bell Choir Thurs. 7:30pm 
Hallelujah Ringers Bell Choir Wed. 6:30pm
Bethany Orchestra Youth & Adults Thurs. 6:30pm
All God’s People Special Needs Chimes Sun. 11:30am
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For more information about Music Ministries please contact:
Curt Olson ...................... Director of Music Ministries ............. ext. 236 
 curt.olson@bethany-umc.org
Nic Whitworth .................. Praise and Worship Leader ............. ext. 240 
 nic.whitworth@bethany-umc.org
Jamieson McCaffity .................... Assistant Director of Music Ministries 
jcmusicut@gmail.com

The Bethany Fine Arts Academy provides quality tuition-based 
instruction in music and other arts for students of all ages in 
a faith-based community. 

For more information about the BFAA, fee schedules, or to enroll 
please contact: Mary Len Stanton, Bethany Fine Arts Academy 
Director, marylen.stanton@bethany-umc.org.


