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 Memorial United 
A United Methodist Church

425 North Street, Farmington, MO 63640
573-756-4565 • www.memorialumc.church

A letter from our Pastor
New Friends,

We’re glad you found this “Guidebook” that introduces you to Memorial 
United - a United Methodist congregation in the heart of Farmington, MO. 
Memorial United is a congregation of Christians desiring to be faithful 
disciples of Jesus Christ. To put it simply, a disciple of Jesus is someone 
striving to love God and neighbor. The way that we are trying to live into 
that mission is by adhering to a way of life called the “rule of discipleship.” 
The rule of discipleship is “to witness to Jesus Christ in the world, and 
to follow his teachings through acts of compassion, justice, worship, and 
devotion under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.”

In this book you will see some of the ways we engage in acts of 
compassion, justice, worship, and devotion. At Memorial United, we try to 
make it easy for people to connect into the life of our church. Making an 
early connection in service to others or through participation in a ministry 
of the church can make all the difference. Memorial offers many activities 
and events for all ages each week, as well as a variety of worship times 
and styles each weekend. I am confident that you can find one that suits 
you and allows you to ask questions about your faith, experience a sense 
of belonging, and discover the depth of God’s love for you.

Grace & Peace,

Pastor Ron Beaton
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Sunday Worship Times
8:00 a.m. - Gospel

9:15 a.m. - Contemporary

10:30 a.m. - Traditional

8:00 a.m. Monday-Thursday - Morning Prayer

Communion is served the first Sunday of each month.

Sunday School
Sunday school is available for all ages each week at 9:00 a.m.

The nursery is available for newborn
through 3 years old during each service.

Mission Statement
Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 

the world. 

Rule of Faith:
To witness to Jesus Christ in the world, and to follow his teachings through 
acts of compassion, justice, worship, and devotion under the guidance of 

the Holy Spirit.
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Church Staff
Ron Beaton Scott Marler
Pastor Director of Youth Ministry
pastor.ron@memorialumc.church scott.marler@memorialumc.church

Kelly Cook Dolores Howard
Business Administrator Office Administrator
kelly.cook@memorialumc.church dolores.howard@memorialumc.church

Pam Brooks
Office Assistant
pam.brooks@memorialumc.church

Jessie Boyd ....................................................................... 8:00 Accompanist
Alan Berry ....................................................................8:00 Worship Leader
Samuel Fragoza ...........................................................9:00 Worship Leader
Drew Hartenberger .................................................. Chancel Choir Director
Earl Peterson ............................................................Chancel Choir Organist
Mark Allen ........................................................................Church Caretaker

Growing Room Staff
Ruth Ann Pope ................................................................................. Teacher
Elaine Friend .................................................................................... Teacher
Donna Phillips .................................................................................. Teacher

Offi ce Hours
Monday-Thursday .......................................................8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Friday ........................................................................8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
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Our History
Memorial United Methodist Church of Farmington has a rich heritage. The 
history of Farmington Methodism dates back to 1803 when Farmington 
was Murphy’s Settlement. Sarah Barton Murphy, widow of the minister 
who claimed this land, invited others to prayer in her log cabin home. This 
was the beginning of the first Sunday school west of the Mississippi River, 
and the place is marked by a monument in the northeast corner of the 
Masonic Cemetery on South Henry Street.

As more settlers arrived, the Methodist Episcopal Church continued 
to grow until the division that brought on the Civil War in the nation 
also caused a split in the congregation. After the war, the church was 
reorganized as the Methodist Episcopal Church, North and M. E. Church, 
South, which occupied a frame building on the corner of Jefferson and 
Harrison Streets. In 1881 the M.E. Church, South congregation moved to a 
new brick building on the corner of West Columbia and Clay Streets. They 
soon outgrew this facility, tore it down, and built a new brick building on 
the same site. (This is now occupied by the Free Will Baptist Church).

The Methodist Episcopal Church, North, which had been inactive since 1844, 
revived after the war, chiefly through the leadership of Miss Eliza A. Carleton. 
She was a well-educated, devout woman who established Carleton Institute 
north of town. In response to her call, three ministers came and organized a 
Farmington circuit, including all of St. Francois and Ste. Genevieve counties 
and parts of Jefferson, Washington, Iron, and Madison counties. In 1878 
Farmington was made a charge. This group purchased a large brick building 
at Harrison and South Henry from the Christian Church which had become 
inactive during the war. Services were held on the second floor, and the 
resident minister and his family lived on the first floor. This church was 
strengthened by the presence of Carleton College, which now had moved 
to Farmington. As this congregation grew, a new site was purchased at the 
corner of West Columbia and Franklin Streets. A building of native limestone 
was erected there and often called the Rock Church. The church growth was 
paralleled by the general growth of the town.

The M. E. Church, South received substantial bequests and a fine 
organ from descendants of Mrs. Murphy, so in 1927 the board voted to 
change the name from M. E. Church, South to Murphy-Long Memorial 
Methodist Church. Likewise, about 10 years later, the M. E. Church, 
North, memorialized Miss Carleton, calling it Carleton Memorial Church. 
After the merger in 1950 the family names were dropped, but the word 
Memorial continued.

In 1939, the Methodist Episcopal, North Methodist Episcopal, South 
Methodist Episcopal, and the Protestant Methodist Churches voted to 
unite nationally and worldwide. In 1950, the two local Methodist churches 
voted for unification. This was a combination of two enthusiastic, dynamic 
congregations determined to work together in the Lord’s service.
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756-4541 • www.cozeanfuneralhome.com

Timothy R. McMann, D.D.S.

214 W. Karsch Blvd. 

Farmington, MO 63640

Ph: 573-218-9696

Fax: 573-218-9583

EMAIL: karschfamilydental@gmail.com

www.karschfamilydental.com

Family owned

family dental

KARSCH

hours:

monday - thursday

8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Shop and Compare

The Mark of Excellence

705 E. Karsch Blvd. • Farmington, MO 63640
www.mineralareamonument.com

Hours:
M–F  8:30–5

Sat.  9–1

Toll Free: 1(855) 756-0873
Toll Free Fax: 1(855) 756-0872 

Phone: (573) 756-0871
Fax: (573) 756-0872

Custom Designs

Mineral Area Monuments

(573) 756-1224

We Serve & Support Memorial UMC!!
Family Owned & Local

www.koppeisheatingandcooling.com
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Under the leadership of Rev. Elbert C. Cole, the two separated 
congregations grew into one, drawing strength from one another. After 
much deliberation and prayerful study, the merged membership made the 
decision for a new building on a new 3.5-acre site on the north side of 
town. The membership of the new church worked vigorously to provide 
financing necessary for this large undertaking.

As the population moved toward Farmington and transportation became 
easier, small churches joined with larger ones. The Copenhagen Church, 
originally German-speaking, became part of the M. E. (Rock) church in 
1917. Members of De Lassus joined the merged Methodists about 1950. In 
1960 Salem Church, north of town, joined the larger church, and then St. 
Paul’s congregation followed in 1965.

Countless projects by organizations in the church and sacrificial giving on the 
part of individuals made possible the new facilities which we are privileged 
to use today. The first phase of the building, which included the sanctuary 
and education department, was completed in 1953. In 1957 the church was 
debt free and dedicated as a house of prayer for all people. The parish house, 
which included the fellowship hall, kitchen, parlor, and basement rooms, was 
completed in 1962. The parsonage, a bequest gift from a lifelong member, was 
dedicated in 1979. In 1998 a new addition was added to the building including 
several new classrooms and offices. A prayer garden was dedicated in 2006.

However fine or extensive the building, this is not the church. The church 
is made up of the people who gather to worship and go forth to serve the 
community locally and in the world through missions. As we serve, we 
grow as disciples of Christ and share our faith with others.

Up to the Minute with Memorial
Bulletin

The weekly bulletin allows for ministry and committee 
announcements. All items for the bulletin should be turned in no later 
than 8 a.m. on Tuesday of each week.

Newsletter
The church newsletter, The Tower, is published monthly and mailed 
to members and friends of the church. The newsletter includes 
articles concerning upcoming events and happenings in the church 
community. The deadline for articles to be included in the newsletter 
is the 15th of each month for the following month’s publication.

Online- www.memorialumc.church
Our website is updated regularly, and the calendar is maintained weekly.

Facebook- www.facebook.com/Memorial.UMC.Farmington.MO
Connect with us on Facebook to keep up with church happenings, 
conference updates, and more!
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The Sacraments
Baptism

• Through baptism enter into a covenant relationship with God.
• In baptism we are made heirs of the Kingdom of God.
• Through baptism we are joined with the Church and with 

Christians everywhere.
• Baptism marks the beginning of a new life, and a journey with Christ.
• In baptism the guilt of original sin is taken away.
• Persons of any age can be baptized.
• We baptize by sprinkling, immersion or pouring.
• A person receives the sacrament of baptism only once in his or her 

life.

The Lord’s Supper (Holy Communion, Eucharist)
• The Lord’s Supper is a holy meal of bread and wine in which we 

discover the body and blood of Christ.
• The Lord’s Supper recalls the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 

and celebrates the unity of all the members of God’s family.
• By sharing this meal, we give thanks for Christ’s sacrifice and are 

nourished and empowered to go into the world in mission and 
ministry.

• In sharing this meal, we join together with Christ and all the 
company of heaven. 

• We practice “Open Communion,” welcoming all who love Christ, 
repent of their sin, and seek to live in peace with one another.



Memorial United Methodist Church Guide Book & Directory

8

Growing Room Preschool
Class Schedule

Monday, Wednesday, Friday ...................................... 8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Monday-Friday .......................................................... 8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Monday – Thursday ...........................................................noon - 3:00 p.m.
Extended Care .............................................................7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Please call the church office at (573) 756-4565 for current rates.

Multi-Age Program
Children must be 30 months old by August 1 and toilet trained.

Pre-Kindergarten Program
Children must be 4 years old to enroll in this class.

Our program is run by a board of directors; it is subsidized through tuition, 
fundraising, and church member giving. Our preschool runs concurrent 
to Farmington school district. Ms. Ruth Ann Pope, Mrs. Elaine Friend, and 
Mrs. Donna Phillips will be our teachers for the 2019-20 school year. These 
teachers come to us with extensive backgrounds and experiences in early 
childhood development.

Throughout the year, the multi-age class works on the development of fine 
and gross motor skills as well as socialization skills. They work on colors, 
shapes, and recognition of their first name. They are also introduced to 
letters and numbers.

The Pre-K program is designed to prepare children for kindergarten. 
They learn their alphabet; recognizing the letters, sounds, and how to 
write each one. They work on shapes, colors and numbers, counting, 
recognizing, and writing numbers 1-10. There is some reading, math and 
science time with the students throughout the year. The focus is preparing 
the children to sit still and listen to instruction, as well as continuing to 
work with their fine and gross motor skills.

The classes come together for several occasions including morning prayer, 
their Christmas program, Mother’s Breakfast, and Holiday parties.

At the end of each year, the Pre-kindergarten class holds a graduation 
ceremony.

For school closing during inclement weather, please listen to J98.
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1273 Doctors Drive - Farmington 573-760-0440

Th omas LaMartina DDS
westmountdentalarts.com

Implants 
Cosmetic Dentistry

Hillview Memorial Gardens & Mausoleum
 An Endowed Care Cemetery

Hwy. OO to Westmeyer Rd., Farmington 

Bonne Terre • Desloge • Park Hills
Leadwood • Farmington

czzbboyer.comC.Z. BOYER & SON FUNERAL HOMES

Family Owned and Operated for Over 100 Years

Bible Basics: RP3
Read to Picture, to Ponder, to Put into action

FREE to download requirements from: www.praypub.org
For more information: 1-800-933-7729

Read Bible stories together with 
families, Sunday school classes, 
Scout groups ...anybody interested 
in the Bible!

For All Ages (Including Parents and Leaders)

Perfect for Campouts or Weekend Retreats 
(Three 45 Minute Long Sessions)

Bible-based Christian Education Programs

Patches & Pins 
Available for Purchase

New Patch Series From P.R.A.Y.
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Catalog of Ministries
Worship Ministries

Celebrating and glorifying God in worship and daily living are keys to 
our faith. We strive to welcome all to Memorial United Methodist Church 

through “Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.”

Worship Greeter: Welcoming all to God’s house is the important job 
of all our members, but especially our Greeters. If you are outgoing 
and have a heart for making guests feel welcome, this is a wonderful 
ministry for you. Most Greeters serve once every couple of months.

Worship Usher: Ushers are responsible for a variety of tasks which make 
our worship services effective. Most serve a month at a time.

Adult Choirs: Glorifying God through music and inspiring our congregation 
is the ministry of the Adult Choir family. One group sings at the 8:00 a.m. 
worship service, and another group sings at the 10:30 a.m. worship service. 
Choir practice is Wednesday evenings at 5:00 p.m. All voices are welcome!

Media/Sound Team: Assist in running ProPresenter or the sound board 
for Sunday services. Those who like working with technology and 
equipment may find a fit for ministry here.

Children’s Acolyte Ministry: A ministry where children assist with 
worship as candle lighters, offering helpers, communion assistants, etc. 
during the 10:30 a.m. service. Children rotate serving during the year.

Communion Services: Communion Stewards prepare communion 
elements for the three services. This includes purchasing and 
preparing bread and grape juice for trays, placing the elements on the 
altar, and cleaning up after the services. Communion is offered to each 
service on the first Sunday of the month. Communion is also prepared 
for the unwillingly absent.

Hospitality Team: Volunteers prepare the continental breakfast for each 
service. This includes purchasing and preparing food and cleaning up 
after the services.
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Administrative Committees
This is the leadership of the church which works for and with the church 

to ensure things are running smoothly while adhering to our beliefs,

Church Council
The church council exists to create and supervise the strategic plan for 
an effective congregation. The church council as a group should reflect 
the character and population of the congregation. Their decisions 
shape the future and demonstrate for everyone how God’s kingdom 
comes into our community. The group has responsibility for planning, 
implementing, and evaluating effective ministry. Church Council is the 
executive agency of the charge conference.

Finance
The finance committee links to other areas of congregational life. This 
group is responsible for developing and carrying out strategies for 
financial stewardship cultivation and fundraising, setting the budget 
and fiscal policies, monitoring spending, and interpreting financial 
needs and situations for the congregation.

Lay Leadership
The committee on nominations and lay leadership works to: help 
congregants discover their gifts and ways to be in mission and 
ministry; train new, existing, and potential leadership; support those 
who have been elected; discern new opportunities, and recommend 
leaders to charge conference.

Pastor-Parish
The pastor-parish relations committee focuses on building strong 
relationships between the staff and congregation, and the congregation 
and the district superintendent. This group has the responsibility 
for administration and leadership building. They also act as the 
personnel committee for the church and are responsible for continually 
assessing the lay and staff leadership needs of the congregation and 
recommending staffing positions to the council as needed.

Trustees
The trustees are responsible for management of investments and real 
property. They oversee maintenance and facility improvements and 
monitor other assets.

Growing Room Board
The Growing Room board is responsible for overseeing the business of the 
preschool. They act as a liaison between the preschool and church council, 
reporting on status of enrollments, and sharing needs. The board members 
also assist with musical programs, fundraising efforts, and the like.
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Communications Team
The communications team assists in communicating events of the 
church. They prepare and gather information for media, and share 
ideas for events, advertising, and publicity.

Special Events
The special events committee plans events for the church and community.

Caring Ministries
This is our opportunity to share our prayers, presence, gifts, and service, 

our chance to be Christ to our community.

Missions
This committee helps us to reach out through various activities each 
year. They help coordinate blood drives, Season of Hope giving, 
and a number of special offerings. Memorial has a covenant church 
in Moatize, Mozambique which is a joint effort of the Missions and 
Volunteers in Missions groups.

Volunteers in Mission
This group is for anyone who would like to use their talents in another 
community. There is usually one trip coordinated each year, some are local 
and some are international. Come and be the hands and feet of Christ!

Transportation Ministry
This is a local ministry that picks up people to attend church. We are 
always looking for individuals with a Class “C” license. If you would 
like to help out with this ministry or know someone who needs a ride 
to church, please contact the office.

Communion to the Unwillingly Absent
Volunteers share communion on the first Sunday of each month with 
those who can no longer attend church. If you would like to be a 
server or be served please contact the church office.

Bereavement Dinners
The United Methodist Women collaborate with the pastor and family 
to provide meals to those in their time of grief. For more information, 
please contact the pastor.
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John L. Brown
Financial Advisor - AAMS

1213 Maple Street
Farmington, MO 63640
Ofc. 573-756-9002   888-756-9401
Fax 877-659-2039
john.brown@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
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Growth and Discipleship
Our church consists of many programs emphasizing both education and 
fellowship. The purpose of all programs is to provide an opportunity 
for personal growth in the Christian faith and to enable all persons to 
experience the warmth and care of this church family.

Children’s Programs
We strive to help children grow in their understanding of God’s love and 
to become disciples of Jesus Christ. We offer an assortment of programs 
throughout the year.

• Growing Room Preschool
• Nursery Care
• Sunday School
• Acolytes
• Eagle Lake Day Camp
• Easter Activities
• Vacation Bible School
• Trunk or Treat
• Christmas Program

Youth Programs
Memorial offers several youth opportunities for Christian growth and 
socialization.

• Confirmation Class
• Youth Group on Wednesdays
• Mission Trips
• Lock-Ins
• Overnight Trips
• Church Camp

Adult Programs
There are a wide range of activities for Adults of all ages.

• Sunday School Bible Studies
• Men’s and Women’s groups
• Small Groups
• Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS)
• Quilters

Senior Programs
We also offer opportunities for the young at heart.

• Memory Keepers
• Day Trips



Memorial United Methodist Church Guide Book & Directory

15

Memorial Reaches Out
The members of Memorial United Methodist Church are actively

involved in the community; find out how you can help.

Boy Scouts
The United Methodist Men have been and continue to be strong 
supporters of Boy Scout Troop 471 and Cub Scout Pack 471. As role 
models and mentors, they help guide these young men in various 
activities throughout the year.

Caring Communities of St. Francois County
St. Francois County Community Partnership is a public nonprofit 
organization. Their goal is to improve the use of local resources 
and improve the well-being of children and families in St. Francois 
County. Memorial UMC partners with Caring Communities each year 
for Season of Hope, an opportunity to brighten Christmas for the 
children in our area. Church members are able to give by donating 
new clothing/toys, taking a wish list and shopping directly for a child/
family, or donating cash to be used in shopping for a child/family.

Festival of Sharing
Festival of Sharing is a cooperative (interfaith) response to world 
hunger, poverty, and injustice and seeks to raise awareness of its 
causes and address solutions. You can take part by giving financially 
or with donated items that go into kits. We begin collections in mid-
summer for delivery in late September or early October.

Ministerial Alliance
The Ministerial Alliance of Farmington is a combined effort of many 
of the local churches. Through this organization people may receive 
food, clothing, rent, utility, or fuel assistance. There are several local 
offices which help with these efforts. While our members are given the 
opportunity to give during communion each month, giving may also 
be placed in the offering plate at any time.

MUM’s Cafe
In the summer of 2010 a new ministry began to help the ever-growing 
need of food for the community. In addition to our annual food drive by 
the United Methodist Men, we serve a weekly meal to the community. 
There is no cost and everyone is welcome. Congregants may support 
MUM’s by picking up slips from the Welcome Center each week to 
purchase food or volunteering their time to cook and serve. This is a great 
opportunity to fellowship, reach out, and enjoy a home cooked meal!
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Imagine No Malaria (Nothing but Nets)
We LOVE empty aluminum cans! Do you recycle yours? If not, let us 
recycle them for you to help save a life! A major initiative of the UMC has 
been to purchase nets for children of Africa to fight Malaria. One seven-
year-old girl, Katherine Commale of a Pennsylvania UMC, has set the 
precedent, when asked what her goal was, she replied, “that everybody in 
Africa gets a bed net who needs a bed net.” This child and her family have 
raised over $50,000. It only takes $10.00 to save a child from Malaria.

Ronald McDonald House
Speaking of cans, how about tabs? Before you recycle your cans here 
(or at home) take an extra second to pull off those tabs! We also 
collect tabs for Ronald McDonald House charities. Ronald McDonald 
House is a home away from home for families dealing with childhood 
illnesses. Collecting pop tabs is a great way to teach kids about 
philanthropy and the importance of recycling while raising funds to 
help children and their families at the same time. In 2016, RMHC 
served more than 5.5 million children and families.

United Way
The United Way works with Salvation Army of St. Louis, Missouri, to 
provide funds for the impoverished and other organizations of our 
community as well. Their funds are distributed among local food 
pantries, area senior centers, Meals on Wheels, Habitat for Humanity, 
Boy Scouts, and the East Missouri Action Agency, and others. During 
the Advent season our members are encouraged to donate time to ring 
the bell at our local Walmart.

UMCOR
Through the United Methodist Committee on Relief, we are able to 
assist those in other communities who are among civil or natural 
disasters. UMCOR is dedicated to alleviating human suffering around 
the globe. UMCOR’s work includes programs and projects in disaster 
response, health, sustainable agriculture, food security, relief supplies, 
and more. Annually an offering is collected in March to support the 
administrative efforts of UMCOR. Other special offerings are taken as 
needs arise; 100% of those offerings go to relief efforts. Our mission 
team has been to the Louisiana distribution center to volunteer as well.
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Tool • Party • Wedding Rental
www.truevaluerentalfarmington.com

616 E. Karsch • (573) 756-1630

A DIVISION OF SOUND HEALTH SERVICES

Justin W. Roberts, D.O.
Glen A. Mohan, RN, FNP-BC
Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery

P 573.756.8888
F 573.701.9547
www.farmingtonent.com

Steven Wade, Au.D.
Clinical Audiologist

• Allergy Testing & Treatment
• Audiology Test & Hearing Aids
• Medical & Surgical Treatment
   of Ear, Nose & Throat



Memorial United Methodist Church Guide Book & Directory

18

Church Benefactors
Hearing Care Partners
Dr. Karen Melton, Au.D., CCC-A

620 Walton Dr. • Farmington, MO
(573) 756-0500 • www.HearingCarePartners.com

Also in Herculaneum & Ste. Genevieve

Ike’s Florist And
Dana’s Dailey Dish

Hallmark Gold Crown/Meals to Go
425 W Karsch/510 W Washington
(573) 756-6441/(573) 218-9165

Plummer’s Ace Hardware
“The Helpful Place”

101 E. Liberty St. • Farmington
756-6001

Follow Us On Facebook

The Pasta House Co.
Pasta • Steak • Seafood

Every Sunday Kids Eat Free
(573) 760-0026

931 Valley Creek Drive

Total Electric, Inc.
Commercial & Industrial

We Serve & Support Memorial UMC
(573) 756-1709 • www.totalelectco.com

Danny & Sandra Miller


