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Thank you for taking one of these directories. Each one contains the 
contact information of members and friends of our church. They have 
given permission for this information to be shared with any who wish 
to reach out to them. In other words, they hope that you will reach out 
to them, especially in these days. We have been through and are still 
going through a season where we cannot be together as conveniently 
as we would wish. So now is the best time to reach out in the ways of 
old: handwritten cards and letters, phone calls, and in the ways of new: 
texting, emailing, Facetiming. I hope you will use this tool for connecting, 
reconnecting, and staying connected with others of our church family. Let 
us use this time of isolation wisely and get to know one another better!

Rev. Dr. Tim Neustifter
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A Brief History of the
United Methodist Church

The United Methodist Church shares a common history and heritage 
with other Methodist and Wesleyan bodies. The lives and ministries 
of John Wesley (1703-1791) and of his brother, Charles (1707-1788), 
mark the origin of their common roots. Both of the Wesley brothers had 
transforming religious experiences in May 1738 and in the years following 
they succeeded in leading a lively renewal movement in the Church of 
England. As the Methodist movement grew, it became apparent that their 
ministry would spread to the American colonies as some Methodists made 
the exhausting and hazardous Atlantic voyage to the New World.

In December 1784, the famous Christmas Conference of preachers was 
held in Baltimore at Lovely Lane Chapel to chart the future course of the 
movement in America. Most of the American preachers attended, probably 
including two African Americans, Harry Hosier and Richard Allen. It was 
at this gathering that the movement became organized as The Methodist 
Episcopal Church in America.

As the Methodist Episcopal Church was in its infancy, two other churches 
were being formed. In 1800 the Church of the United Brethren in Christ 
was organized. Three years later, the Evangelical Association was officially 
organized. These two churches were to unite with each other in 1946 
and with The Methodist Church in 1968 to form what is now The United 
Methodist Church.

The United Methodist Church is part of a Wesleyan movement that now 
claims a total of 18 million members of various Methodist churches around 
the world. There are 8.3 million Methodists in the United States and 1.3 
million members of the denomination outside of the United States.

The United Methodist Church is part of the Church Universal. All persons, 
regardless of race, color, national origin, status, or economic condition are 
welcome to attend its services, receive Holy Communion, and, after taking 
vows, be baptized and admitted into membership.

Denominational practices and standards are set by General Conferences 
that meet once every four years. Delegates to that conference are elected 
by clergy and lay representatives from local churches gathered in regional 
annual conferences. First United Methodist Church of Slidell is part of the 
Louisiana Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church.
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The United Methodist Church’s
Insignia - The Cross & Flame

The history and significance of the Cross and Flame emblem are as rich 
and diverse as The United Methodist Church. The insignia’s birth quickly 
followed the union of two denominations in 1968: The Methodist Church 
and the Evangelical United Brethren Church.

Following more than two dozen conceptualizations, a traditional symbol-
the cross-was linked with a single flame with dual tongues of fire. The 
resulting insignia is rich in meaning. It relates The United Methodist 
Church to God through Christ (cross) and the Holy Spirit (flame). The 
flame is a reminder of Pentecost when witnesses were unified by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and saw “tongues, as of fire” (Acts 2:3).

The elements of the emblem also remind us of a transforming moment 
in the life of Methodism’s founder, John Wesley, when he sensed God’s 
presence and felt his heart “strangely warmed.” The two tongues of 
a single flame may also be understood to represent the union of two 
denominations.

The insignia, one with lettering and one without, was formally adopted 
by the General Conference in 1968 and registered in 1971 with the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Since 1996, the General Council on 
Finance and Administration (GCFA) of The United Methodist Church has 
supervised the emblem’s use.
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Beliefs of the
United Methodist Church

United Methodist preaching and teaching is grounded in Scripture, 
informed by Christian tradition, enlivened in personal experience, and 
tested by reason.

Scripture - The Holy Bible is our primary source for Christian doctrine. 
Biblical authors testify to God’s self-disclosure in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ as well as in God’s work of creation, in the 
pilgrimage of, and in the Holy Spirit’s ongoing activity in human history.

Tradition - Our attempt to understand God does not start anew with 
each generation or each person. Our faith also does not leap from New 
Testament times to the present as though nothing could be learned 
from all Christian thinkers and preachers in between. We learn from 
traditions found in many cultures, but Scripture remains the norm by 
which all traditions are judged.

Experience - In our theological task, we examine experience, both 
personal and church-wide, to confirm the realities of God’s grace 
attested in Scripture. Experience is the personal appropriation of God’s 
forgiving and empowering grace. Experience authenticates in our own 
lives the truths revealed in Scripture and preserved in tradition.

Reason - Although we recognize that God’s revelation and our 
experiences of God’s grace continually surpass the scope of reason, 
we also believe that disciplined theological work calls for the careful 
use of reason. By reason we read and interpret Scripture. By reason 
we determine whether our Christian witness is clear. By reason we ask 
questions of faith and seek to understand God’s action and will.

A Triune God
With Christians of other communions, we believe in a triune 
God--Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We believe in God’s self-
revelation as three distinct but inseparable parts.

• The Father - We believe in one true, holy, and living God who is 
creator, sovereign and preserver of all things visible and invisible. God 
is infinite in power, wisdom, justice, goodness, and love, and rules 
with gracious regard for the well-being and salvation of all people.

• The Son - We believe that God is best known in the life of Jesus 
of Nazareth. He is the source and measure of all valid Christian 
teaching. We believe in the mystery of salvation in and through 
the redeeming love of God found in the teachings of Jesus, in his 
resurrection, and in his promised return. The Son is the Word of 
the Father and one substance with the Father, through him we are 
forgiven and reconciled to God.
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Bible Basics: RP3
Read to Picture, to Ponder, to Put into action

FREE to download requirements from: www.praypub.org
For more information: 1-800-933-7729

Read Bible stories together with 
families, Sunday school classes, 
Scout groups ...anybody interested 
in the Bible!

For All Ages (Including Parents and Leaders)

Perfect for Campouts or Weekend Retreats 
(Three 45 Minute Long Sessions)

Bible-based Christian Education Programs

Patches & Pins 
Available for Purchase

New Patch Series From P.R.A.Y.

3842 Oxford St. • Slidell, LA 70458
Phone: (985) 643-4767 • Email: slidellroofi nginc@yahoo.com

Community banking, the way it should be!
636 Gause Boulevard     (985) 641-3200 • 3180 Pontchartrain Drive     (985) 643-6480

 ouisiana.com
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• The Holy Spirit - We believe that God’s love is realized in human 
life by the activity of the Holy Spirit, both in our personal lives and in 
the church. The Holy Spirit, proceeding from the Father and the Son, 
is a constant presence in our lives, whereby we find strength and help 
in time of need. The Spirit comforts, sustains, and empowers us.

God’s Grace
By grace we mean the undeserved, unmerited, and loving action of 
God in human existence through the ever-present Holy Spirit. While 
the grace of God is undivided, it precedes salvation as “prevenient 
grace,” continues in “justifying grace,” and is brought to fruition in 
“sanctifying grace in the life of the believer.”

In spite of suffering, violence, and evil, we assert that God’s grace is 
present everywhere. Despite our brokenness, we remain creatures 
brought into being by a just and merciful God. The reign of God is 
both a present and a future reality. God summons us to repentance, 
pardons us, receives us by grace given to us in Jesus Christ and gives 
us hope of life eternal.

Justification and New Birth
In justification we are, through faith, forgiven our sins and restored to 
God’s favor. This process of justification and new birth is often referred 
to as conversion. Such a change may be sudden and dramatic, or gradual 
and cumulative. In either case it marks a new beginning, yet it is also 
part of an ongoing process. We believe God reaches out to the repentant 
believer in justifying grace with accepting and pardoning love.

Sanctification and Perfection
We hold that the wonder of God’s acceptance and pardon does not end 
God’s saving work, which continues to nurture our growth in grace. 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we are enabled to increase in 
the knowledge and love of God and in love for our neighbor.

Faith and Good Works
We see God’s grace and human activity working together in the 
relationship of faith and good works. God’s grace calls for human 
response and discipline. Faith is the only response essential for 
salvation. However, salvation evidences itself in good works. Both faith 
and good works belong within an all-encompassing theology of grace, 
since they stem from God’s gracious love. Personal salvation always 
involves service to the world. Personal faith, witness to that faith, and 
social action are mutually reinforcing.
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The Sacraments
Like most other mainline Protestant denominations, the 
people of the United Methodist Church believe there are 
two Sacraments ordained by Christ as symbols and pledges 
of God’s love for us.

Baptism - You become a part of the body of Christ, the Church 
Universal, by being baptized into it or by reaffirming your baptism. 
Baptism is a ritual made up of questions and promises, prayer, and 
washing. In most United Methodist churches baptism is accomplished 
by sprinkling. Sometimes it is done by pouring or immersion, but 
you will choose which way you want to be baptized. Youth and 
adults go through a time of preparation and instruction before they 
are baptized. In the case of infants and children, the parents receive 
instruction. In this way they are helped to know God, the meaning 
of being “members of the body,” and what it is they are committing 
themselves to. The United Methodist Church accepts and affirms the 
baptism from other Christian denominations.

Holy Communion, The Lord’s Supper, Eucharist - This Sacrament 
has been a central and important service throughout the entire life of 
Methodism. It recalls the Last Supper of Jesus with the disciples. It is 
a celebration and remembrance of God’s grace and mercy in Jesus, of 
the resurrection of Christ, and of Christ’s continuing presence with us. 
It provides the worshiper with the opportunity to renew the covenant 
made with God and to be rededicated to service in Christ’s name. All 
persons, regardless of age and regardless of church affiliation, are 
invited to the table of our Lord. Out of sensitivity to children and those 
with special needs, we use the unfermented juice of the grape (grape 
juice) in lieu of wine when celebrating this Sacrament.

One Universal Church
With other Christians, we declare the essential oneness of the Church 
in Christ Jesus. Our unity with other Christian communities is affirmed 
in the historic creeds as we confess one holy, catholic (universal), 
and apostolic Church. We are initiated into this community of faith 
through Baptism and through the celebration of Holy Communion.

Service to the World
John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, said there was 
no religion except for social religion. In his spirit the United Methodist 
church reaches out to establish peace and justice in our world.

Our Mission
The heart of Christian ministry is Christ’s ministry of outreaching love. All 
Christians are called to minister wherever Christ would have them serve 
and witness in deeds and words that heal and free. In short, the mission 
of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ.
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Membership in the
United Methodist Church

You do not need to be a member of this or any other church to participate 
in worship, Holy Communion, or other church activities at First United 
Methodist Church (First UMC). However, membership in a church family is 
a vital part of the Christian experience. Membership is for those who have 
been baptized, or will be, and who desire to formalize their commitment 
to the church by taking vows to support the local church with their 
prayers, their presence, their gifts, their service, and their witness.

Since all that seek to be members come with different experiences and 
backgrounds, there are several pathways to follow in becoming a member of 
First UMC. We encourage you to contact one of our pastors or the Welcoming 
Ministries Director, Leslie Landeche, for more information about the journey 
of becoming a Christian and membership in First UMC. They will be able to 
answer your questions and help you discern what next steps to take.

Fulfilling the Vows
of Membership
“I promise to support the church with

my prayers, my presence, my gifts, my service and my witness.”

In supporting the church with our prayers, we intentionally carve out time 
to lift up those in our own church family, people in other communities and 
nations, and the universal church of Jesus Christ as a whole. When we 
promise to support our church with our presence, what we are saying is that 
we will ‘be there’…for worship, for fellowship, for study, for encouragement 
and support of all the ministries of the church. Committing your support 
through the giving of gifts speaks especially of financial giving. Putting our 
resources at the center of our faith life is the call of God. When we promise to 
give our service for the benefit of the church, we place ourselves intentionally 
in positions where we work together in a hands-on way. Helping in the 
nursery, driving youth to and from activities, organizing one of our Senior 
Adult outings, or volunteering in the Sound Booth on Sunday morning, each 
one can offer something of great value to the work of Christ. And finally, as 
followers of the Lord Jesus, we are called to spread his good news…to tell 
of his love…to witness to the new life we have been given by grace. What a 
privilege it is to share with others this gift from God!

The people of the United Methodist Church believe it is a holy opportunity 
to live out these vows, taking part in the growing and strengthening of 
Christ’s church.
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History of
United Methodist Church

Slidell, Louisiana
First United Methodist Church began on September 26, 1887, as the 
result of a brush arbor revival held by the Reverend James Tucker, pastor 
of the West Pearl Charge, Seashore District of the Mississippi Conference, 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Twelve members, a significant number 
in New Testament history, formed the “Slidell Methodist Church.” Eleven 
were received by profession of faith: Mr. J. F. Luther, Mr. W. A. Luther, 
Mrs. T. Luther, Mrs. Iola Luther, Miss C. J. Luther, Miss Janie Dunham, 
Miss Iola Gray, Mrs. C. S. Ward, Mrs. A. Joiner, Mrs. Allen, and Mrs. J. A. 
Cherry. The twelfth member, Mrs. T. C. Provost, was received by transfer of 
membership.

The fledgling church met in a community building, used as both a 
school and church meeting house, erected near the railroad tracks by 
the Salmen Brick and Lumber Company. The original Methodist Church 
and a parsonage were built at Second and Guzman Streets. A graveyard, 
now Greenwood Cemetery, was situated directly behind the church. The 
congregation was subsequently separated from the West Pearl Charge and 
added to the Talisheek Charge. By 1905, continued growth constituted 
the need for relocation to First Street, with the later addition of an 
education building and new parsonage. The church remained a part of the 
Mandeville Charge until 1908 when the Slidell Charge was organized.

In 1957, an entire city block across from the city park was purchased and is 
the location of the present church complex. The first structure, now known 
as Fellowship Hall, was begun in 1960, followed by the sanctuary which was 
dedicated in 1969. The Mears Building that once stood behind the sanctuary 
was constructed by a group of adult and youth volunteers and dedicated in 
1974. As our church family grew, construction of the Family Life Center was 
completed in 1982 and a new parking lot was constructed on Fourth Street 
in 2002 to help accommodate our membership.

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina came onto shore and devastated 
the community of Slidell, New Orleans and surrounding parishes. Packing 
145mph winds, this storm brought close to 5 feet of water onto our church 
campus which destroyed 95% of all contents. Unified through a spirit of 
perseverance, the people of First UMC began the task of gutting homes, 
businesses and the church campus.

With hands-on help from faith-based work teams, gifts of supplies and 
equipment, financial donations from other sister United Methodist 
Churches, organizations and individuals and the mighty power of prayer, 
we continue toward recovery and restoration still today.
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Through visionary leadership and tremendous faith, we have seen our 
sanctuary and Family Life Center fully repaired in 2007. And recently we 
have completed repairs and refurbishing to other areas of our campus. The 
future of First UMC looks bright and full of promise!

Meet Our Church Staff
Rev. Dr. Tim Neustifter .....................Senior Pastor ... 985-643-6437 ext. 104
 timn@firstumcslidell.org
Maritza Perez Church Secretary & Communication... 985-643-6437 ext. 105
 mperez@firstumcslidell.org
Susan Walgamotte ................. Financial Secretary ... 985-643-6437 ext. 108
 swalgamotte@firstumcslidell.org
Leslie Landeche ...................Welcoming Ministries ... 985-643-6437 ext. 106
 llandeche@firstumcslidell.org
Abby Vumbaco ......... Communications/Marketing ... 985-503-3837 ext. 109
 avumbaco@firstumcslidell.org
Lisa Carlton ............................Preschool Program. ... 985-643-3454 ext. 102
 preschool@firstumcslidell.org
Lisa Carlton .......Children’s Ministries & Preschool ... 985-643-3454 ext. 102
 lisafcarlton@charter.net
Danny Carlton ... Youth Ministries & Christian Life .................985-643-6437
 crossroads@firstumcslidell.org
John Ginn ..........................Multimedia Ministries .................985-643-6437
 Kokomopiper80@gmail.com
Pattie Paquette ....Visitation & Senior Adult Ministries ..... 985-643-6437 ext. 107
 ppaquette@firstumcslidell.org
Bob Manetta ...... Sexton & Facilities Maintenance .................985-643-6437
 manettafour@gmail.com
Nathan Sumrall .........Director of Music Ministries ... 985-643-6437 ext. 112
 Nathand.sumrall@gmail.com
Barbara Williams ...............Welkin Handbell Choir .................985-768-2407
 barbara.williams110@gmail.com
Marlene Rawle ........................... Children’s Music .................985-640-0427
 Marlenerawle@gmail.com
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BRISTER
STEPHENS

INC.
AIR CONDITIONING

CONTRACTORS

45 Solar Court • Mandeville, LA 70471
(985) 893-1110 • Fax (985) 893-3869

www.bristerstephens.com

Church Benefactors

Dr. Mary Speed
Individual, Marriage, & Family Therapist

(985) 240-4164
drmaryspeed@gmail.com

Gulf Coast Office Products
(985) 249-6081

plafourcade@gcopnet.com
68443 Hwy 59, Ste 4 • Mandeville, LA

www.gcopnet.com

Slidell Family Dentistry
Dr. David Hildebrant

1430 Old Spanish Trail
Slidell, LA 70458

(985) 643-0304 • www.slidellfamilydentistry.com
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Sunday Worship Services
At First UMC, we believe that our worship of God transforms us into 
clearer reflections of Jesus Christ. Through dynamic and relevant 
sermons, inspirational music, and participation in the Sacraments, 
we discover what it means to be a disciple, embrace God’s will for 
our lives and more faithfully claim the promises of Scripture.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is served during all 
worship services the first Sunday of each month. You do not 
have to be a member of this church or any church to receive 
this Sacrament. The Lord’s Table is open to all who seek 
relationship with Christ Jesus. Out of sensitivity to children 
and those with special needs, we use the unfermented juice of 
the grape (grape juice) in lieu of wine when celebrating this 
Sacrament. Also, gluten-free wafers.

Worship
9:00 am & 11:00 am

These services include traditional hymns of the church as well as contemporary 
praise choruses. In keeping with our Methodist tradition, the services include 
the standard liturgy of the church while speaking to the heart of today’s 
culture. Musical presentations include a variety of choirs and ensembles, 
instrumentalists, and special guests. Like all of the other services, our pastors 
present life-applicable, Scripture based preaching that speaks to the issues that 
we face today. The atmosphere is warm and inviting, and people generally 
dress anywhere from casual to “Sunday best.”

Childcare During Service
Childcare is available for all services in the Church Nursery located in the 
Family Life Center. Rest assured we offer a secure and caring environment 
for your child to stay while you are in worship. If however your child 
remains with you during worship services and you are in need of a 
changing area or a place to console your little one, please visit the Comfort 
Room, located in the narthex (foyer) of the Sanctuary.

Multimedia Ministries
This ministry provides sound reinforcement for the pastors, choir, and 
guest speakers during Sunday worship services and at other times as 
needed. This ministry also provides sound for the hearing impaired and to 
the Comfort Room on Sunday mornings. A computer software presentation 
known as Media-Shout, is used to display pre-service announcements, 
song lyrics, responses, and other pertinent elements of our worship 
experiences. Each Sunday morning, our pastor’s sermon is recorded and 
uploaded to our website for those who are unable to be present in worship 
but would still like to hear the message.
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Communications and Marketing
The Communications and Marketing Liaison is responsible for coordinating 
the communication between the church and its members. This position 
also leads the production of event promotional material, website and 
social media account updates and upkeep as well as Marquee sign 
displays. As we begin the conferences Transformation Process, this position 
will also act as the liaison between FUMC and their committee.

Music Ministries
The music ministries at First Church provide strong and diverse opportunities 
for all ages and all levels of experience. Our music ensembles include the 
Chancel Choir, Welkin Bell Choir, Cherubim Chime Choir, Children’s Choir and 
Worship Team. Each ensemble rehearses on a weekly basis and presents music 
for our church services very regularly. In addition to our music ensembles, 
there are opportunities for smaller instrumental and vocal ensembles 
to participate in our regular church services. All our efforts and talents 
are geared towards honoring our Lord, Jesus Christ and ministering our 
congregation and community through music. If you are interested in joining 
one of the ensembles at First Church, or if you would like to showcase your 
talent during an upcoming service, please see our Director of Music Ministries, 
Nathan Sumrall. He can be reached through email and phone.

Chancel Choir - This group is made up of trained voices as well as those 
who want to ‘make a joyful noise.’ Providing music for the 11:00 am 
worship service enhances the congregation’s experience of God. They 
rehearse each Wednesday evening, 7:30 pm, in the Music Suite & 
Sanctuary. Nathan Sumrall, Director.

Welkin Handbell Choir – Welkin meaning “Bells of Heaven” is a 
group of mostly adult ringers who provide music for our worship 
services monthly and other special events throughout the year. We 
rehearse regularly on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm, in the Music 
Suite. Barbara Williams, Director.

Cherubim Children’s Chimes are offered several times during the year 
to kids who are grades 2nd – 6th grade. The Choir Cherubim Chimes 
perform several times a year at worship services. Marlene Rawle, Director

The Bellievers are a junior and senior handbell choir offered at different 
times during the year. They perform during various worship services

Children’s Music & Drama Camp - a weeklong summer camp for kids 
who have completed K-5th grade with a performance in the Sanctuary 
at the end of the week.
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Care & Support Ministries
First UMC offers many ways in which to extend and receive love and 
encouragement during significant times in one’s life. To volunteer for, or 
to receive the services of any Care & Support Ministry, please contact the 
Coordinator noted following each description.

Visitation Ministry - Volunteer to visit homebound member . Informal 
training provided by church staff. Pattie Paquette Coordinators.

Prayer Chain - Names of persons who need prayer are sent out via 
email. Prayer Chain members then begin to pray for the individual 
and/or family. Specific information regarding the medical, emotional, 
mental, or spiritual need is not shared in the emails unless 
requested by the one being lifted in prayer. Jill Scholl, Coordinator. 
Jillybean51185@yahoo.com

Barnabas Writers - Volunteer writers covenant to send hand-written
 notes to 3 different individuals/families each week who are 

experiencing crisis or loss. Recipients are chosen from names 
submitted by the congregation, community and beyond. Every week, 
3 new recipients are selected to receive notes of encouragement and 
support. Jane Moore, Coordinator. janepaints@bellsouth.net

Prayer Shawl Ministry - Knitted or crocheted, these tangible 
expressions of love are given to those experiencing illness, grief, and 
other situations where compassion and significant support is needed. 
Lessons are available for those who would like to take part in this 
ministry. Gretchen Herring, Coordinator. gretchenherring@ymail.com

Christian Education
At First United Methodist Church, we believe that educating the mind, 
heart and soul is essential. We offer Sunday morning classes that address 
each age level and season of life as well as long-term and short-term Bible 
studies and topical studies that meet at a variety of days and times. All 
classes meet in the Family Life Center.

“The Lighthouse” - Children 2 years old through the 5th grade.
11:00 am in the Family Life Center
Classes are grouped by age as of September 30th, or by the grade the 
student is currently enrolled.
Toddlers through Kindergarteners learn of God’s love through hands-
on activities. Fun games, singing and creative Bible teaching offer 
our little ones a joyful experience at church. These younger children 
remain in their respective classroom for the Sunday School hour.
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Children in elementary grades 1st through 5th will find Bible 
stories come to life as they participate in Sunday School. This 
model concentrates on one Biblical story every five weeks through 
Art, Cooking, Games, Drama & Video. Children’s Sunday School 
incorporates various learning styles, increasing Bible literacy.

Confirmation Class - 6th grade students and older
January thru May at Noon

Confirmation refers to that event in which persons profess and confirm 
their faith in Jesus Christ within the worship setting. In the United 
Methodist Church, participants are instructed on the doctrines of the 
Christian church as well as the beliefs and practices of the United 
Methodist Church. Participants are also engaged in service projects as 
well as visiting worshiping communities of other faith backgrounds. 
For more information contact Lisa Carlton, lisafcarlton@charter.net

Youth Sunday School - 7th through 12th grade students
11:00 am-12:00 noon

Students will experience the great truths of Scripture through 
authentic and relative teaching. Together, these young people ask 
the honest questions of today, and then are offered a safe and loving 
environment in which to discuss how their lives and faith come 
together. They meet in Room #508 of the Family Life Center.

Adult Sunday School
10 a.m.

Gideons - Room 204 - Fellowship Hall Building
We are a discussion group with several leaders who rotate teaching 
responsibilities each Sunday.  The curriculum we use, “Adult Bible 
Studies” from Cokesbury, presents stimulating lessons that explore the 
biblical message and how to apply it to daily life. We welcome all ages 
and enjoy social gatherings during the year. If you are looking for a 
supportive, welcoming, and nurturing group of friends, you will find 
we are one of the best! For more info, contact:
Willie Packer: 985-290-7073 or wvpacker@gmail.com

Inquirers – Treehouse Room
We consider ourselves a group accepting of those of diverse beliefs and 
ages. We allow room for each person’s opinions, understanding and 
interpretation of Scripture. We sometimes agree, other times, agree 
to disagree. Our class focus is to mix lessons from the Bible with our 
own contemporary experiences in life. As people linked together in 
faith, we also enjoy fellowship and fun outside of our Sunday class 
experience, such as an annual crawfish boil and other gatherings. If 
you are looking for a group who embraces and nurtures one another 
in their individual understanding of God, give us a try! For more info, 
contact: Kathy Huse: 985-707-3108 or jkhuse201@bellsouth.net
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Seekers - Room #108 - Administration Wing
Our diverse group journeys together following the Methodist lectionary, 
supplemented with other materials, insights and contemporary events. We 
welcome open discussion and lively conversation about what it means to 
be men and women of God who put their faith into practice. Come join 
our informal, low-pressure class, as we search for meaning and purpose 
through God’s Word using an organized and systematic approach to the 
Scriptures. For more info, contact: Rick Rawle: 985-641-0281 or 
Rick.Rawle@outlook.com.

 Long- and Short-Term Studies
FUMC offers a wide variety of adult educational opportunities to delve 
deeper into the Bible and our faith walk together. Usually there are 3-4 
offerings per season. These studies range from 4 weeks to 8 weeks and 
cover topical issues (Forgiveness, Love, Understanding all the Christian 
denominations) as well as New Testament and Old Testament Books 
of the Bible. These studies are non-threatening, interactive and full of 
Christian fellowship, as well as Christian education. They are led by 
both lay people and clergy and are priced affordably ($8-$15). Check 
our website for the latest offerings or the Church Secretary.

Age-Level Ministries
For Children

Preschool
The mission of First United Methodist Preschool is to nurture the learning 
experiences of young children by promoting quality, developmentally 
appropriate activities in a Christian atmosphere under the direction 
of qualified teachers. The preschool serves three and four-year old’s 
who must meet the age deadline no later than September 30 of the 
year they begin preschool. Our classes are offered during the school 
year (September-May) from 9:00 am until Noon. Aftercare is available 
Monday through Thursday afternoons from Noon until 2:30 pm. Lisa 
Carlton, Director, may be contacted by calling 985-643-3454 or via email 
at preschool@firstumcslidell.org.

Seasonal Events
First United Methodist Church offers special events throughout the 
year especially for children. This includes an Easter Egg Hunt, Trunk-
or-Treat and more.

Vacation Bible School (VBS)
An awesome week filled with summer fun while learning about the 
Bible. Registration is held in the Spring of each year. Register early!

Praise and Worship Camp
An exciting dramatic production of lively music and lessons of God’s 
love held each summer.
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Little Angels Choir (Preschool & Kindergarten) and Children’s 
Choir (1st-5th grade)

Little Angels Choir and God’s Children Choir meet during the Sunday 
School hour in their respective classrooms.

For Youth
Youth ministry is more than a single weekly time slot geared to providing 
wholesome group activities for teens. Sunday night programs include 
relay races, scavenger hunts, skits and so forth, all designed to keep youth 
engaged and connected to the church.

First United Methodist Church Youth Ministries also offers various 
opportunities for teens to connect to each other and become disciples of 
Jesus Christ. Our calendar offers a variety of events, times, locations, and 
themes for different youth all year long. We offer such opportunities as:

• Contemporary worship services with teens leading and serving
• Youth leadership opportunities on church, district, and conference 

committees
• Sunday evening youth gatherings
• Confirmation Classes
• Weekly Youth sports and fellowship gatherings
• Monthly mission, service, and outreach opportunities
• Retreats, lock-ins, summer mission and fellowship trips

First United Methodist Church offers these, and many more, activities for youth 
grades seventh through twelfth. We strive for a balanced ministry including 
fun, fellowship, Christian opportunities through mission, evangelism, and 
discipleship. Sunday afternoon fellowship is held from 5:00 pm-7:00 pm in 
Room #508 of the Family Life Center, Crossroads Youth Room.

For Adults
XYZ (“Extra Years of Zest”)

XYZ is open to men and women, 55+, who enjoy fellowship and 
laughter. There are two ways to be involved in this lively group:

The XYZ crafts meet in Gathering Place Mondays at 10:00 a.m. We 
work on crafts of your choice, enjoy fellowship, and then eat lunch 
together. Our Prayer Shawl ministry is part of this group.
Contact Patti Paquette 985-774-4317

Worship Wednesday – Meets Wednesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Family Life Center for a devotional and fellowship. All are invited. 
Contact Paquette 985-774-4317
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Keenagers – Will resume when safety permits.
This is a group 50+ that enjoy an outing and lunch the 4th Sunday of 
the Month. Be watching for a day to resume!!

XYZ Luncheons – Will resume when safety permits.
Held on the 2nd Wednesday of the month from September to May at 
10:00 a.m. in the Family Life Center. Men and Women alike enjoy a 
homecooked meal and devotional time. A love offering is accepted to 
cover the cost of the meal.

ARMY (“Active Retired Methodist Youngsters”)
The mission of the First UMC ARMY is to do small repair projects at 
the church. The group meets the second Tuesday of each month at 
8:00 am. The only qualifications needed are a desire and willingness 
to participate in hands-on projects that will improve the church 
facilities and be a service to others. By completing projects to improve 
the aesthetics and function of First UMC, the ARMY is serving both 
the community and the church. Volunteers can be asked to help 
in all phases of a project from planning to completion (painting, 
construction, etc.). Through fellowship, learning and teaching skills, 
and the sharing of short devotionals, faith of the participants is 
deepened. Any retired member of First UMC is invited to join the 
ARMY. Coordinator Mike Cochran.

Women of First Church (WFC)
Our Purpose. The Women of First Church is a community of women of 
all ages who:

• Keep Jesus Christ as the center of their lives.
• Provide love and support for each other.
• Support and participate in missions locally and beyond.

Women of First Church invite you to join us at 10:0 a.m. on the first 
Wednesday of the month, September through May, in the Family Life 
Center (FLC). Please contact the church office with questions.

Adult Discipleship Education
FUMC offers a wide variety of adult educational opportunities to delve 
deeper into the Bible and our faith walk together. Usually there are 3-4 
offerings per season. These studies range from 4 weeks to 8 weeks and 
cover topical issues (Forgiveness, Love, Understanding all the Christian 
denominations) as well as New Testament and Old Testament Books 
of the Bible. These studies are non-threatening, interactive and full of 
Christian fellowship, as well as Christian education. They are led by 
both lay people and clergy and are priced affordably ($8-$15). Check 
our website for the latest offerings or contact the Church Secretary.
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Stewardship
A Life of Faith Through Financial Giving & Volunteer Service

The apostle Peter told the first Christians, “Like good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you 
has received” (1 Peter 4:10). “Steward” translated from the Greek New 
Testament word oikonomous means “manager of the household.” As part 
of a household of faith, our individual management of earthly resources is 
a spiritual issue and not a financial one. We are followers of Jesus Christ 
who wants us to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship. First United 
Methodist Church promotes stewardship as a lifestyle of hands-on ministry 
and sharing of God’s gifts.

• Giving Cards are available on the church’s website:   
www.firstumcslidell.org. These can be filled out and submitted to the 
church office or placed in the offering plate throughout the year.

Missions/Community Outreach
While all the programs of the church are “missional” in nature, expressing 
our faith in the teachings of Jesus Christ by ways we help others, the 
Missions Committee makes a special effort to respond locally, nationally 
and internationally. Some of our projects include:

• Feed Dat Ministry
• Mt. Olive Feeding Program
• Community Thanksgiving dinner
• Christmas gifts and baskets for the families of Rainbow Child Care 

Center
• Habitat for Humanity
• Boys and Girls Club of Slidell
• Emergency Aid for victims of natural disasters
• Community Christian Concern
• Living Hope Ministries
• Home of Grace
•  One Way Love
•  Camp Noar
•  East St Tammany Rainbow Child Care Center
•  Louisiana Methodist Children’s Home
•  United Methodist Committee on Relief

The Mission committee coordinates missions of the church and welcomes 
all people with different skills. Men, women, and youth of all ages 
volunteer time, a willing spirit, and a belief in the example of Christ. The 
amount of time we give to others through these projects, strengthens our 
faith and enriches our relationships with others.
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Annual Pumpkin Patch
Open annually from late September through October 31st, the Pumpkin 
Patch offers both enjoyment and a way of serving those in need in the 
Slidell community and beyond. Every year, we have hundreds of pumpkins 
to choose from with the proceeds going to various mission projects and 
agencies. The Pumpkin Patch is a great way to get involved with others in 
our church family. Carrying out a variety of activities including pumpkin 
sales, bake good sales, and we invite you and your family to come out and 
support this annual event.

Frequently Asked Questions
Hours of Operation

When is the church office open? Normally, church offices are open 
from 8:00 am until 4:00 pm Monday through Thursday and 8:00 am 
until 12:00 Noon on Fridays. Certain days revolving around holidays 
are observed by our staff such as during the Easter, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas seasons. Please call the office before visiting during this 
Covid-19 health crisis.

When may I call a staff person? Telephones are answered by a 
receptionist during office hours. After office hours, an automated 
answering system will allow you to leave voice messages. You are 
always welcome to make contact via email. Please refer to the “Meet 
Our Church Staff” page in this publication or the church’s website-
www.firstumcslidell.org.

Sharing Your Time, Talents & Gifts
I want to become more involved in the life of First United 

Methodist Church. How can I find out how and where 
my unique talents and gifts would fit best? The first source 
would be our church’s website: www.firstumcslidell.org then click on 
“Serving and Volunteering” on the left hand side then click “Serving 
Inventory.” There you will find numerous opportunities for service 
and giving. After reviewing this document, please call either the staff 
person associated with that ministry or the church office for more 
information on how to become involved.

Major Life Events
How do I schedule my child’s baptism? Please call our church 

secretary during regular office hours to schedule the Sunday in which 
you would like your child to be baptized. At this time, you will also 
make an appointment with one of our pastors to discuss what baptism 
means for your child and your family.
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How do I order flowers in honor of or in memory of a loved 
one? Flowers are ordered through our church secretary. The 
arrangement(s) will be used during worship services on the day you 
request, then with your permission, be rearranged afterward into 
smaller bouquets and brought to area nursing homes and those who 
are bound to their home. You are always welcome to take them with 
you following the 11:00 am worship service.

How do I schedule a wedding? Please call our Wedding Coordinator, 
Jennifer Anti at 985-640-4166 with the date and time you have in 
mind. She will then begin the process of helping you to plan your 
wedding. At this time, you will also be directed to contact one of our 
pastors to begin scheduling pre-marital counseling.

If I or someone I know stands in need of special prayer, where 
do I turn? You are encouraged to call or email our church secretary with 
your request(s). She will then pass them on to the Prayer Chain Ministry 
participants. They will immediately begin praying for your need.

What do I do in the event of hospitalization or impending 
surgery? Please call our church secretary so that she can alert the 
pastors as well as add your name to the Prayer Chain.

If I am or know of a church member who is home-bound, is 
there a visitation ministry available? Yes. Please contact the 
church office and speak with Pattie Paquette, Visitation Director. She 
will be happy to set up a day and time to visit with you.

What do I do in the event of a death in my family? During office 
hours, call the church secretary for assistance. Outside of normal 
business hours, contact one of the pastors at the phone numbers in 
the directory portion of this guide. Please do not hesitate to call, 
regardless of the hour.

Building and Property
How do I schedule a meeting room at the church? First, speak to 

the staff person related to the meeting or event. Secondly, contact our 
church secretary to request a room, furnishings and other equipment. 
All requests must go through the church office and are subject to 
change if in conflict with a church-wide event.

Financial Matters
How do I get information about the Church’s budget, making a 

new pledge, requesting a pledge balance or other financial 
matters? Please contact our Financial Secretary on all matters 
pertaining to finances.
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Childcare
When is childcare available? Loving care is available during all worship 

services in the Church Nursery. Contact Lisa Carlton for more information.

Personal Information Revisions
How do I notify the church when revisions need to be made to 

my personal information? Personal information such as phone 
numbers, mailing addresses, email addresses etc. may be revised by 
contacting our church secretary either by phone 643-6437 x105 or via 
email at mperez@firstumcslidell.org.

Calendar
What is the quickest way for me to find out dates and times 

for events or programs at First United Methodist Church? 
Visit our website: www.firstumcslidell.org, call the church office or 
allow us to send you a monthly newsletter-The Harvest Vine to your 
email or home. You may also visit the Gathering Place located near the 
Bell Tower on Sunday morning. There you will find an abundance of 
information about the life of FUMC.

How do I submit an article to run in the church newsletter? 
Contact the church secretary to get due dates for article submission. At 
this time, you will receive instruction on emailing your final draft to 
the church. Your article will then run in the next newsletter edition.

Covid-19 Pandemic
The COVID-19 pandemic has radically changed our world - how we live, 
how we relate to one another, and how we worship. First United Methodist 
Church is committed to the health and well-being of everyone who visits 
our campus. As a result, a Re-Opening Team of staff and members has 
been formed. This team meets regularly to keep abreast of all the latest 
safety protocols put into place by the LA Conference of the UMC, the LA 
Governor’s office, and the LA Fire Marshall’s office. FUMC will follow all 
guidelines and regulations as set forth by these agencies.

As we go forward, these safety protocols are likely to continue to evolve 
and change. If you have any questions or concerns regarding these 
protocols, please call the church office. And please continue to pray for all 
those affected by the pandemic.
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