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 Welcome to

St. Bridget of Kildare Paris h
5620 Hauserman Road, Parma, OH 44130

Phone: 440-886-4434

FROM THE PASTOR…

I am pleased to present you with the 2018 St. Bridget of Kildare Parish 
Guide Book & Directory. This updated edition contains the list of ministries 
and organizations and the services provided by our parish. For our new 
parishioners, we have included a brief history of our parish as well as 
information about our patroness, St. Bridget of Kildare. See also our Mass 
and Reconciliation schedule. Parishioners who wish to share their contact 
information are listed in this directory. If you are not listed and want to be 
included in our next directory, please contact the parish office.

Our parish mission is to live and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We 
strive to do that through the various ministries and organizations of the 
parish. All parish ministries are categorized under one of five headings: 
Evangelization, Community Life, Worship/Spiritual Development, 
Outreach and Faith Formation. A description of the various ministries 
and parish groups and the names of individuals to contact for more 
information are provided. We are all blessed with different talents and 
different gifts. All are necessary to build up the Body of Christ. We are not 
complete without you.

I am grateful to the companies and businesses that purchased ads helping 
to make the publication of this year’s Directory possible. Please consider 
using our advertisers and mention you saw them in our Parish Guide Book 
& Directory.

May God bless our parish.

Sincerely,

Rev. Robert W. Wisniewski, Jr., Pastor
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Paris h Mis sion Statement
Saint Bridget of Kildare, a Roman Catholic parish,

exists to live and to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
We welcome all as we reach out to the entire community

through prayer, sacrament, education and support.

Paris h Prayer
God our Father,

we thank You for the countless graces You bestow upon Your people 
under the patronage of St. Bridget of Kildare.

We ask that you bless our community of faith.
Bless our parish priests; make them holy shepherds.
Bless our parish lay leaders; fill them with wisdom.
Bless our parish ministries; inspire the spirit of true service.
Bless our parish school; make it a home for learning and a seedbed of faith.
Bless our parish families; strengthen the bonds between each of their 

members.
Bless the home of each parishioner; let our earthly dwelling place 

mirror the light and joy of our eternal home in heaven.

As we honor our past and celebrate our future, keep us faithful in the 
work of the Gospel. We pray through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayer written on the occasion of the 50th Jubilee
by Father Robert W. Wisniewski, Jr., third Pastor of St. Bridget of Kildare Parish

His tory
St. Bridget Church was originally founded as a mission of St. John, the 
Evangelist Cathedral. In 1857, the Irish Catholics in the vicinity of Woodland 
Avenue and Perry Street formed an organization to establish a new church. 
The Depression proved to be too great a challenge for the generosity of the 
people of St. Bridget and, in 1938, the diocese made the decision to merge 
the parish with St. Anthony Church. The combined parishes struggled 
financially and when plans for a new inner belt freeway (now I-77) were 
proposed, the diocese made the decision to close the parishes.

In the 1950’s, the diocese recognized the growing need for a new parish 
in the Parma area. Fifteen acres of low, swampy land between Hauserman 
Road and Queens Highway was purchased for $15,000.00. On June 7, 
1956, Rev. Theodore J. Blair was appointed to establish the new parish 
of St. Bridget of Kildare. One hundred fifty members of St. Charles were 
designated to become parishioners of the new church.

Fr. Blair retired on February 22, 1976, and the parish welcomed its second 
pastor, Rev Lawrence J. Bayer. Fr. Bayer dedicated twenty-nine years to the 
parish until his retirement on January 31, 2005.
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Rev. Robert W. Wisniewski, Jr. was appointed the third pastor of St. Bridget 
of Kildare Parish on February 1, 2005 (the feast day of our Patroness).

It is through the faithfulness and generosity of so many people in the 
community that, over 50 years later, St. Bridget of Kildare Parish continues 
to thrive today in the Parma area.

Our Patrones s
Saint Bridget of Kildare is a Saint of many names: Brigid of Ireland, Brigit, 
Bridget, Bridgit, Bríd, Bride, Naomh Bhríde or “Mary of the Gaels.” She was 
born in 451 and died around 525. At a young age, in 468, Brigid converted 
to Christianity, having been fond of Saint Patrick’s preaching for some 
time. It has been said that she and St. Patrick became friends and he was 
her Godfather. She eventually took vows to become a nun.

Together with a group of other women, she established a convent at 
Kildare (meaning, Church of the Oak), and several other convents. Bridget 
as an abbess participated in several Irish councils, and her influence on 
the policies of the Church in Ireland was considerable. Many stories of her 
younger days deal with her generosity toward the needy.

Her father was not pleased when she felt a longing to enter religious life, 
keeping her at home. She became known for her generosity and charity. 
Never refusing any poor who came knocking at her father’s door, the 
household needed a steady supply of milk, flour and other essentials. 
Having nothing else to give, she even gave her father’s jeweled sword to a 
leper. Her father finally gave in, and sent her to a convent, maybe simply 
to avoid bankruptcy.

Today, Brigid is considered to be one of Ireland’s patron saints, ranking 
only (and by a small margin) behind Saint Patrick himself in importance. 
Her feast day is February 1st, also the first day of spring in Ireland.

St. Bridget Cros s
Legend tells us that, while explaining the Passion to her 
father, a dying pagan, St. Bridget was meditating and 
began weaving a cross made from the river rushes, the 
thatch growing along the banks of the River Shannon. 
Rushes were the common floor material that covered an 
Irish home. Her father saw the cross and asked her to 
explain its meaning. After Bridget explained the cross’ 

significance, her father wanted to join the Church and, before he died, he 
was baptized by St. Patrick.

Today, people place a cross of Saint Bridget in their homes and farm 
buildings believing that, with their faith, it protects them and their animals 
from evil and deprivation.
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Sage Services
Your Satisfaction IS Our Business

Painting & Renovation

Now Accepting 
All Major Credit Cards

Andrew Cooke
440-681-0379

4667 C State Road
Cleveland, OH 44109

sageservices@sbcglobal.net
www.sageservicesoh.com

Can’t be explained ~ only experienced

Interdenominational – faith based program • Established in 1956
Held at Tar Hollow State Park Resident Camp the fi rst full week of August

Coed camp for incoming 6th graders to current year high school grads
All inclusive affordable registration fee with discounts available

www.sfacamp.org

Funeral Home, Inc. 
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The most common shape of the Cross of Saint Bridget has interwoven patterns 
and unaligned arms. These crosses, woven of rushes or straw, were placed 
under rafters of houses to ensure good health and fortune for the coming year.

Bridget was one of the most remarkable women of her time, and is 
remembered by her extraordinary spirituality, boundless charity and 
compassion for those in distress.

Weekend Mas s Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:00PM, 5:30PM
Sunday: 8:00AM, 10:00AM, 12:00PM
Weekdays: 8:30AM
Legal Holidays: Please consult the Sunday bulletin
Holy Day Vigil: 4:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 9:00AM, 7:00PM

Sacraments
Reconciliation

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated on Saturdays from 3:00 
to 3:30PM. Special arrangements can be made by appointment.

Baptism
Congratulations to all expectant parents. Both parents are asked to 
attend an information and faith enrichment session before scheduling 
the baptism of their first child. Instructions are held in February, June 
and October. Registration is required. Please call the Catechetical 
Office at (440) 886-1468, x17 for more details or to register. The 
Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on the second Sunday of the 
month at 1:15PM. Arrangements must be made by calling the Parish 
Office at 440-886-4434.

Marriage
Congratulations to all engaged couples. Please contact the Pastor at 
(440) 886-4434 to make arrangements for your wedding before any other 
arrangements are made. Diocesan policy requires at least a six month 
notification in order to complete the necessary preparation. We believe in 
the sacredness of marriage and also seek to support all married couples in 
their vocation. Please contact the Pastor for information about marriage 
enrichment programs or any other assistance. Those with questions about 
the annulment process are also invited to contact the Pastor. An annulment 
is required only for those seeking remarriage in the Catholic Church.
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Call Chuck Germana (440) 882-2000

DePiero & Associates, Inc.
5581 RIDGE ROAD

PARMA, OH 44129

David Breslin
Realtor®
Multi-Million Dollar Club
Cell: 216-407-8696
Offi  ce: 440-842-7010
Fax: 440-842-3556
dsbreslin@gmail.com

Kate Kerlin
Realtor® / Associate
Multi-Million Dollar Club
Cell: 440-915-4346
Offi  ce: 440-842-7010
Fax: 440-842-3556
realest8k8c21@yahoo.com

Each Offi  ce Is Independently Owned And Operated

2015

Paris h Benefactors
First Catholic Slovak Ladies Association

Barbara A. Sekerak, National Auditor
(216) 676-9332

Email: ba.sekerak@gmail.com
Life Insurance and Annuities-

Discover the Fraternal Advantage

Mallchok Funeral Home
(440) 884-9100

Michael Mallchok, Jr.
Susan Mallchok Karla

5660 Ridge Rd. • Parma

RIPEPI FUNERAL HOME
5762 Pearl Rd. at Snow Rd. • Parma
Louis D. Ripepi, Jr. • (440) 888-0800
Family Owned and Operated Since 1948
HONOR • TRUST • COMPASSION

www.ripepi.com

The Floor King
6610 Buddulph Rd.
Brooklyn, OH 44144

(216) 640-5000
www.clevelandfloorking.com

Unity Catholic Federal Credit Union
Great Rates on Loans • Free Checking • Financial Guidance

5839 Ridge Road, Parma, OH 44129
(440) 886-2558

www.unitycatholiccu.org
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Other Information
New Parishioners

If you are new or have recently moved into the community and wish 
to register at the Parish, please call the Parish Office at (440) 886-
4434. To request a New Registration Form by mail, please call the 
Parish Office or send an email to stbridget5620@yahoo.com. New 
members are most welcome. We realize you may have special needs or 
questions in regards to the Faith. We will always do our best to help.

New Parishioner Brunch
Each year, all parishioners who have registered with the parish over the 
previous 12 months are invited to attend the New Parishioner Brunch, 
where they are formally introduced to the Parish Staff and given the 
opportunity to share a meal, meet and socialize with other new families.

Donut Sundays
On the second Sunday of the month from September through May, 
parishioners and friends gather in the School Commons after the 
10:00AM and 12:00 Noon Masses to socialize and grow in Christian 
community. Fruit, donuts and coffee are sponsored each month by a 
different parish organization and are available for all to enjoy. Please 
join us in this opportunity for fellowship and unity.

Annual Parish Mission
The Annual Lenten Mission is a time of renewal during the Lenten 
season when we come together to reflect on our lives in light of 
the Gospel Message. It is an occasion for us to join together as a 
community of Catholics to be renewed and to celebrate our faith in 
Jesus as Savior. Please consult the Sunday bulletin for Mission details.

Traveling Madonna
St. Bridget of Kildare Parish has a traveling Madonna. The blessed 
statue can be picked up in the sanctuary after the 8:00AM Mass on 
Sundays. If you are interested in having the Madonna for a week or 
two, there is a sign-up book where we ask for your name, address 
and phone number. If you would like to sign up but cannot pick up 
the statue, we would be happy to deliver it to your home. Please call 
Joann Thompson at (216) 362-0002 for details.

Use of Facilities
The parish facilities are available to any parish-sponsored organization or 
group that is operating in the name of the parish. Organizational requests 
must go through the Parish Office Secretary by calling (440) 886-4434. 
For inquiries regarding the use of our outdoor field, please call Steven 
Malec at (440) 886-4434, x17. We regret that insurance considerations, 
legal constraints, and the ever growing demands for space made upon our 
church, gymnasium, meeting rooms and facilities in general preclude us from 
making the space available for general use and/or rental.
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Paris h Offi  ce and Staff 
Parish Office/Rectory

5620 Hauserman Road, Parma, Ohio 44130
Phone ..............................................................................440-886-4434
Fax ...................................................................................440-886-4431
Email ...........................................................stbridget5620@yahoo.com
Parish Website ...............................................www.stbridgetparma.com
Office Hours .......Monday through Friday, 9:00AM-Noon/1:00-3:00PM

Parish Staff
Rev. Robert W. Wisniewski, Jr. ......................................................Pastor
Deacon James J. Armstrong......................................Permanent Deacon
Rev. James R. Semonin ............. Parma Hospital Chaplain, In Residence
Rev. James E. Sheil .................................................. Assisting Celebrant
Mr. Steven V. Malec ....................Business Manager & Pastoral Associate
Mrs. Christina Harrison ................................Parish Catechetical Leader
Mrs. Charlene Milligan .........................................Parish Office Secretary
Ms. Karen M. Zaun ..............................................Parish Office Assistant
Mr. Daniel J. Steimle .................................................Facilities Manager
Mrs. Heather Hawk Frank ............................................School Principal
Mrs. Tracey Bresnahan ......................................School Office Secretary
Mrs. Georgeann Miller ......................................................... Accountant
Mrs. Lauren Kelly ........................................................... Music Director
Mrs. Mary Pat Sloan, RN ....................................................Parish Nurse
Mrs. Cindy Grogan ............................................Youth Ministry Director

Paris h Council Commis sions
The Parish Council Commissions are the major areas of parish service. The 
members of each Commission form the working group which facilitates the 
communication of needs and concerns between the parish community and 
the Parish Council. The Commissions are created according to the needs of 
the parish as determined by Parish Council.

Evangeliz ation Commis sion
Do the work of an evangelist; carry out your ministry fully.

2 Timothy: 5

This commission is the energy core for all ministries in the parish 
community. It unites and invites all people into a loving and personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ, which then is nurtured by a loving and 
caring faith community. The commission enables everyone to reach out 
beyond the parish community.

FOR INFORMATION, call Staff Representative, Christina Harrison (440) 886-
1468, x17, or Parish Council Representative, Ken Weinberg (440) 567-6015
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High School Youth Ministry
St. Bridget of Kildare High School Youth Group is composed of 
committed teens and supportive adults and is open to all high school 
students and friends of similar age. The Youth Group’s mission is to 
strengthen the bond between faith and everyday life and to promote 
youth as a valued asset of our parish through education, worship, social 
service and recreational activities. Youth Group meetings, activities and 
events are published on the parish website and in the Sunday bulletin.

FOR INFORMATION, call Cindy Grogan (440) 886-1468, x13

Jr. High Youth Ministry
St. Bridget of Kildare Jr. High Youth Group is composed of students in 
the 6th, 7th, 8th grade and friends of similar age. The Jr. High Youth 
Group is designed to help students make good choices and strengthen 
the bond between faith and everyday life through education, worship, 
social service and recreational activities. Jr. High meetings, activities and 
events are published on the parish website and in the Sunday bulletin.

FOR INFORMATION, call Cindy Grogan (440) 886-1468, x13

RCIA
If you or someone you know is interested in becoming a Catholic 
or completing their initiation into the Catholic Church, please call 
the Pastor. The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is the process of 
welcoming new members to our Faith. It begins each September and 
continues through the Easter season. The initiation rites for children 
(First Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation) are provided 
through the Parish School and the PSR program.

FOR INFORMATION, call Christina Harrison (440) 886-1468, x17

RCIC
Rite of Christian Initiation of Children is for children who have not 
received the Sacrament of Baptism, or for children who have been 
baptized in the Catholic faith or another Christian denomination, but have 
not received their First Holy Communion and have not been enrolled in a 
Parish School of Religion (PSR) Program. Classes begin each fall.

FOR INFORMATION, call Christina Harrison (440) 886-1468, x17

Community Life Commis sion
Live in Harmony with one another  Romans 12:16

St. Bridget Community Life Commission is committed to providing a 
welcoming, hospitable atmosphere throughout the parish. Our mission 
is to enhance the community life of the parish and strengthen the Body 
of Christ by promoting and encouraging Christian fellowship and good 
will within our community. Our goal is to assist parishioners in developing 
a better sense of belonging to the parish family by socializing and 
participating in the activities offered by the Elizabeth Ministry, 
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Holy Name Society, Ladies Guild, Parish Newsletter, Senior Citizens Club, 
Fall Festival Committee and Welcoming Committee.

FOR INFORMATION, call Staff Representative, Char Milligan 
(440) 886-4434, or Parish Council Representatives, Sue Marolt 
(440) 845-1323 or Anne Germana (440) 842-8240

Holy Name Society
The Holy Name Society is a confraternity of the Catholic Church. 
Established in 1274, the society was formed particularly to counteract 
and repair the damages wrought by the Albigensian Heresy which 
denied the Divinity of Christ. Through the ages and through its entire 
development and growth, the Society fostered reverence for the Name 
and Person of Christ. Its primary purpose is to promote love, honor 
and respect for the Most Holy Name of Jesus.

St. Bridget of Kildare Holy Name Society celebrates Corporate 
Communion with the parish community on the second Sunday of each 
month at the 10:00AM Mass and observes the Holy Name Pledge. 
Monthly meetings are held on the second Monday of the month (dates 
and times are posted in the Sunday bulletin).

FOR INFORMATION, call Ken Demchik (216) 741-9140

Ladies Guild
The Ladies Guild promotes the welfare of the parish. Members plan and 
participate in religious, educational, and social activities that promote 
fellowship and community. All women of the parish are invited to join 
the Guild. Meetings and projects are published in the Sunday bulletin.
FOR INFORMATION, call Carolann Wismer (440) 884-1051

Parish Newsletter - Bridget’s Beacon
The parish newsletter features articles, pictures, announcements 
of upcoming events, and a featured recipe. Original newsworthy 
information is welcomed to be submitted from all members of the 
parish at large, as well as from committees, groups, and the parish 
staff. Heard on Hauserman is published on a quarterly basis in March, 
June, September and December. Please watch the Sunday bulletin for 
information on when the next newsletter will be published.

FOR INFORMATION, call Jeanne DeCrignis (440) 212-2842 or email 
sb-hoh@hotmail.com

Senior Citizen Club
The Seniors Club is comprised of people age 55 and over. Members 
meet each Tuesday at 1:00PM in the School Meeting Room #2 in 
order to share information concerning both civil and health issues 
pertinent to senior citizens. The Parish Nurse attends each meeting 
and provides news on issues through word and printed literature. 
Members then socialize, play games and share friendship.

FOR INFORMATION, call Jean Plona (440) 882-6311
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Fall Festival Committee
Our first annual Fall Family Festival took place on October 5, 2014, and 
we will continue to hold this festive event each year. New volunteers are 
always welcome. Planning meetings are held each summer.

FOR INFORMATION, call Char Milligan (440) 886-4434 or email 
stbridget5620@yahoo.com

Welcoming Committee
The Welcoming Committee contacts new members of St. Bridget of 
Kildare Parish and welcomes them into our parish family, answering 
any questions they may have. This committee also plans many parish 
events, such as Community Sundays, the annual Wine Tasting and the 
New Parishioner Brunch.

FOR INFORMATION, call Sue Marolt (440) 845-1323

Worship/Spiritual Development Commis sion
While we, for our part, will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the Word

Acts 6:4

The Worship/Spiritual Development Commission is charged with 
evaluating the overall liturgical experience, recommending areas of 
ministry development and providing the liturgical education of its 
members, ministers, and the worshiping community.

FOR INFORMATION, call Staff Representative, Lauren Kelly 
(440) 886-1468, x19, or Parish Council Representatives Sue Marolt 
(440) 845-1323 or Connie Adamczyk (440) 884-0782
Adult Servers

Members of this ministry are adults who serve at the altar and assist 
the priest at funerals and other occasions when the youth servers are 
not available. Those who served during their youth are invited to join 
the Adult Servers at St. Bridget of Kildare, however, no experience is 
required and training is available.

FOR INFORMATION, call Steve Melchioris (216) 898-5838

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion assist the priest with the 
distribution of the Eucharist at all scheduled Masses. Some Eucharistic  
Ministers also bring Communion to our homebound parishioners.

FOR INFORMATION, call the Parish Office (440) 886-4434

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
The Children’s Liturgy of the Word takes place each Sunday of the 
month from September through May during the 10:00 Mass. The 
purpose of The Children’s Liturgy of the Word is to provide children in 
preschool through fifth grade with a focused environment where they 
are likely to become conscious and active listeners. 
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The children and prayer leader will be dismissed from Mass after the 
Opening Prayer to a classroom and will return to the main assembly 
for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. The celebration of the Liturgy of 
the Word with children is a liturgical experience which opens young 
people to hear and respond to God’s Word.

FOR INFORMATION, call Jennifer Veverka (216) 337-4743

Readers
Readers proclaim the word of God to the parish community with meaning 
and understanding. The Workbook for Readers is provided to all Readers by 
St. Bridget of Kildare Parish in order to assist in gaining a full understating 
of the readings and the Gospel in preparation of the weekend Masses.

FOR INFORMATION, call the Parish Office (440) 886-4434

Music Ministry
“Among the many signs and symbols used by the Church to celebrate 
its faith, music is of preeminent importance.”
-Excerpt from Music in Catholic Worship (1983)

Music is an important and integral part of liturgy. It serves to enhance 
the gospel message and supports the singing of the congregation. At 
St. Bridget of Kildare Parish, we have several different groups that 
assist the congregation and help to enhance the liturgies in order to 
praise God. The groups that make up the Music Ministries are:

The Resurrection Choir, which enables families at the funeral services 
to say goodbye to their loved ones in a beautiful manner. They meet 
twice a month for rehearsals from September through April, and also 
combine with the other music groups throughout the year (i.e., All Souls, 
Christmas concert) to enhance the liturgies and work together as a 
collaborative group.

The Hand Bell Choir, which typically plays once a month at the 
10:00AM Mass. The hand bell choir is a relatively newer ministry 
thanks to the generosity of St. Bridget of Kildare parishioners, who 
offered the financial support necessary for the Music Ministry to start 
our hand bell choir. They meet for rehearsals from September through 
the end of May each week on Thursday evenings and collaborate with 
the other music ministries throughout the year.

The Traditional Choir, which sings at the 10:00AM Sunday Masses 
from September through the middle of June. This group is dedicated to 
enhancing Sunday worship as well as assisting special liturgies throughout 
the year. They meet on Thursday evenings from September through May 
and generously give of their time every week, (sometimes several times 
during the week i.e., Holy Week, Christmas Season, Anointing Mass).

The Contemporary Choir is made up of a cantor, guitars and piano. 
They assist the Sunday Noon Mass from September through May.
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Musicians and Instrumentalists are another vital resource to the parish 
liturgy. There is a cantor program for those individuals with strong 
vocal and leadership skills (must audition and train with the Director 
of Music), in which they help to lead the congregation in participation 
of the songs and acclamations. Our Instrumentalists are currently 
made up of Flute, Trumpet, Piano, Hand Bells and Guitar and play at 
various times throughout the year.

FOR INFORMATION, see Lauren Kelly after Mass or call 
(440) 886-1468, x19

The Children’s Choir is a group of young, energetic students in 
grades 4-8 who sing at school Masses once per month on Sundays at 
10:00AM Mass.

FOR INFORMATION, call Judy Hudak at (440) 886-1468

Ushers
Ushers assist with many functions of our weekend Masses. They select 
people to present the gifts during Mass, reserve pews, greet people, 
answer general questions, direct and seat people, collect offertory and 
special collections during Mass, and assist in emergency situations. 
This ministry is dedicated to ensuring that the Mass runs smoothly.

FOR INFORMATION, call Arlene Schade (440) 888-2798 or Arlene Karnak 
(440) 239-8591

Avila Society
The Avila Society is open to all adults who have the hope of witnessing 
an increase in religious vocations and for the perseverance of already 
embraced vocations. The group meets after the 8:30AM Mass each 
Thursday in the church to offer the Rosary and prayer, with reflection, 
for those who are possible candidates to the religious life. The service 
usually lasts 20-25 minutes. Your only prerequisite is to see the love 
of God enter as many as possible to the future of a religious vocation. 
There are no fees or obligations for membership.

FOR INFORMATION, call Pat Rybka (440) 884-6862

Art & Environment
The purpose of Art & Environment in the Church’s worship space is to 
enhance and give dignity to the word, sacrament and ritual of sacred 
liturgy. This type of art helps to immerse the community into the Paschal 
Mystery, the dying and rising of Jesus. It creates an environment that 
helps the faithful more fully experience the liturgical seasons of Advent, 
Christmas, Lent, Triduum, Easter and Ordinary Time.

FOR INFORMATION, call Steven Malec (440) 886-4434, x17
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Altar Servers
It is an honor for parents to extend to their child(ren) the opportunity 
to become an Altar Server. Our bishops have called us to be a people 
who practice stewardship. How we use our time, talent and treasure 
for God is not just a question for adults. In the Epistle of James it 
states, “If you say to your brother or sister, ‘keep warm and well fed’ 
but do nothing to meet their needs your faith is worthless.” Service 
must be one of the qualities of a Christian life. It is never too early to 
begin teaching children the blessedness of giving.

Altar Servers assist the priest during the Mass. Training for new altar 
servers occurs each fall during school hours. The Pastor will then 
officially commission the new altar servers during one of the weekend 
Masses following the training. Servers receive a special certificate and 
are acknowledged by the parish community during commissioning.

FOR INFORMATION, call the Parish Office (440) 886-4434

Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Holy Rosary with Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament

The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is chanted every Wednesday at 6:30PM in the 
presence of the Blessed Sacrament. The Holy Rosary is recited at 7:00PM 
on Wednesdays following the Chaplet and concludes with Benediction at 
7:35PM. This special evening of devotion invites us to trust in the mercy of 
God and celebrates the glorious mysteries of God’s salvific plan.

FOR INFORMATION, call the Parish Office (440) 886-4434

Miraculous Medal Novena
The Miraculous Medal Novena is celebrated every Monday at 8:25AM, 
before the 8:30AM Mass. This novena is a longstanding tradition at St. 
Bridget of Kildare Parish. Through it we are invited to join our praise 
and devotion with that of Mary and the whole Communion of Saints.

FOR INFORMATION, call Joan McDonnell (440) 886-6933

Prayer Chain
Members of the prayer chain receive requests from individuals to pray 
for people and for personal causes that they ask for. Prayers are said 
on a personal basis and details are kept confidential.

FOR INFORMATION, call Alice Dempsey (440) 885-4177

Prayer Requests for the Sunday Bulletin
We will gladly take the names of prayer intentions for publication in 
the bulletin. Please call or email the Parish Office with the name of the 
person in need of special prayer, and the name will be placed in the 
Sunday bulletin.

FOR INFORMATION, call the Parish Office (440) 886-4434 or send an 
email to stbridget5620@yahoo.com
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Rosary Makers & Rosary Repair
The Rosary Makers meet in the Rectory Meeting Room after the 8:30AM 
Mass each Friday. Members make cord rosaries for the missions. All are 
welcome and no experience is necessary. If you have a rosary in need of 
repair, please place it into an envelope along with your name and phone 
number and place it in the Rosary Repair Basket in the church Gathering 
Area. Someone will contact you when it is ready for pick up.

FOR INFORMATION, call Nancy Scheiman (440) 884-7691

Sacristans and Baptismal Sacristans
A sacristan is a volunteer parishioner who is charged with the care of 
the sacristy, the church, and their contents. Sacristans assist the Pastor 
in preparing for daily and weekend Masses. Baptismal sacristans 
prepare the church for the Sacrament of Baptism on the second and 
fourth Sunday of the month.

FOR INFORMATION, call the Parish Office (440) 886-4434

Baptismal Garment Ministry
Clothing the children presented for baptism in the gown of Christ, I 
design and fashion elegant bibs and sashes used to dress the children 
for their baptism. “Clothed yourself in Christ. See in this white 
garment the outward sign of your Christian dignity. With your family 
and friends to help you by word and example, bring that dignity 
unstained into the everlasting life of heaven.” (Rite of Baptism #99)

FOR INFORMATION, call Karen M. Zaun (216) 351-4442

Outreach Commis sion
In everything, do to others as you would have them do to you.

Matthew 7:12

The Outreach Commission is comprised of parishioners guided by the 
Catholic faith who pursue the following goals: Identify the social concerns 
of our parish, community and world society, work in concert with 
existing organizations to impact social concerns, educate our parish and 
community on today’s social concerns and injustices, and take action on 
social issues to bring about social justice.

FOR INFORMATION, call Staff Representatives, Deacon James J. 
Armstrong (216) 402-1507 or Mary Pat Sloan (440) 886-1468, x20, or 
Parish Council Representative Clara Dalton (440) 845-3296

Bereavement Ministry
The Ministry of Consolation is composed of committed and 
compassionate parishioners who feel especially called to pray for our 
beloved faithfully departed and to comfort those who mourn. Our 
hope is that all who have experienced the loss of a loved one through 
death will also experience the healing comfort of God. 
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We try to accomplish this through our care and ministry to the 
bereaved:
• Vigil visit
• Follow-up pastoral care of the bereaved
• Bereavement support programs throughout the year

FOR INFORMATION, call Steven Malec (440) 886-4434, x17

Hospital and Nursing Home Visitation Program
We visit the area hospitals where our parishioners are admitted. Please 
notify the Parish Office if you will be hospitalized. Because of privacy laws, 
hospitals generally do not contact individual churches about admitted 
members. An individual’s health condition is confidential and no name is 
published on the parish’s prayer list without the expressed permission of the 
individual. We also appreciate notification about extended stays at nursing 
facilities. We bring Communion to the infirmed and shut-ins and encourage 
participation in the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

FOR INFORMATION, call the Parish Office (440) 886-4434

Ministry of Care and Compassion
The Ministry of Care and Compassion seeks to provide personal visitation, 
conversation and friendship to parishioners who are ill and confined to 
a home or nursing home. Home visitors will be prayerfully present to 
parishioners, offering an example of personal faith, support, comfort and 
a compassionate listening ear, attentive to their needs and concerns.

FOR INFORMATION, call Mary Pat Sloan, Parish Nurse (440) 886-1468, 
x20

Ministry of Praise and Mercy
Everyone needs a purpose in life and have a sense of belonging. The 
Ministry of Praise and Mercy is comprised of the sick, handicapped, 
homebound and elderly, offering a way for them to become active 
partners with Christ. There are no meetings, membership dues, or 
evaluations for the members of this ministry. Members receive a 
monthly letter and are asked to consider giving a little of their time 
to pray for the special needs of the Church and offer their joys and 
sufferings to God for the Church as a whole. This will help them grow 
in their spiritual worth with God and the Church, and give them a 
sense of belonging to the Body of Christ in an active way.

FOR INFORMATION, call Arlene Kaspar at (216) 676-4649
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Parish Meal Program
The Parish Meal Program is available for parishioners and/or their 
loved ones who have recently been released from the hospital or rehab 
facility and are in need of a meal or two. Our volunteers are ready to 
prepare and deliver the meals to you. Consider taking advantage of 
this service from your parish family. We are here to help. If you are 
interested in joining our group and cooking meals for parishioners in 
need, volunteers are always welcome.

FOR INFORMATION, call Mary Wilkins (440) 973-4068 or 
Carolann Wismer (440) 884-1051

Parish Nurse Program
The Parish Nurse Program is designed to meet the emotional, physical, 
and spiritual needs of parishioners through a holistic approach. As 
a member of the parish staff, the Parish Nurse brings healthcare and 
related services to the Church family, using a variety of programs and 
activities. The role of the Parish Nurse is to be a health counselor and 
resource, an educator and support facilitator, and an interpreter of the 
relationship between faith and health. The primary objective of the 
Parish Nurse is to help parishioners take responsibility for their own 
health and help them understand the many causes of illness.

FOR INFORMATION, call Mary Pat Sloan, Parish Nurse 
(440) 886-1468, x20

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Can you knit or crochet? The Prayer Shawl Ministry is open to 
everyone in our parish. We use our hands and prayerful hearts as 
we create these shawls to provide comfort, healing, strength and 
friendship for the recipient. We meet on the third Wednesday of each 
month at 1:30PM in the School Meeting Room #1. This is a ministry 
that can be done individually or as a group. Everyone is welcome to 
be a part of this beautiful symbol of caring.

FOR INFORMATION, call Marie Karnak (440) 888-6474

Pro-Life Committee
The goal of the Pro-Life ministry is to defend and support the sanctity 
of human life from the moment of conception to natural death. The 
committee’s mission is to help all pregnant women in need of assistance.

FOR INFORMATION, call Cassandra Zabor (440) 842-5513 or Michael 
and Eve Goebel (440) 884-1040

Good Samaritan Ministry
The Good Samaritan Ministry is an outreach ministry with a mission to 
provide compassionate care and services to those in need within the parish 
community. Members administer to the needs and concerns of the less 
fortunate living within our parish boundaries. The Ministry derives its 
funding with a collection the first full weekend each month. 
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It is only through the very generous support of our wonderful parishioners 
that we are able to financially support our commitment to help those who 
have little. Good Samaritan Ministry members strive to make it known that 
what they do comes in the name of Jesus, never from themselves alone, 
as we are only his servants. The Ministry provides food, clothing, shelter 
(through rental assistance), medical prescriptions, utilities, transportation, 
furniture, and other assistance to those in need. The Ministry also works 
with the Ozanam Food Pantry by providing on a regular basis volunteer 
workers to distribute food and clothing. We also provide monetary support 
to other various food pantries within our local area. All the good works and 
deeds of the Ministry are done in the name of Christ our Savior.

FOR INFORMATION, call the Parish Office (440) 886-4434, x12

Wellness Ministry
The Wellness Ministry works closely with the Parish Nurse. Members 
of this group assist with numerous health-related activities such as 
blood pressure screenings, the annual Healing Mass, the Parish Picnic, 
and educational programs. Parishioners with or without a medical 
background are welcome to join.

FOR INFORMATION, call Mary Pat Sloan, Parish Nurse
(440) 886-1468, x20

Faith Formation Commis sion
The wise among the people shall give understanding to the many. Daniel 11:33

The Faith Formation Commission seeks to foster and promote collaboration 
between the parish community, the day school, the PSR program and other 
various parish organizations with the goal of advancing an understanding 
of Catholic teaching. The Faith Formation Commission provides programs, 
opportunities and resources for all members of the parish to continue to grow 
in our Catholic faith. The commission is made up of representatives from 
the day school, the PSR program, Couple to Couple Marriage Ministry and 
others concerned with the religious education of parishioners at all levels. 
Working together and drawing from the experiences of its members, the 
commission will seek to ensure the continuation of solid faith formation 
for all generations at St. Bridget of Kildare Parish. The commission meets 
regularly to identify religious education needs of the parish and plan 
programs to address these needs. Programs are planned for adults as well 
as families. Consult the Sunday bulletin and the parish newsletter, Bridget’s 
Beacon, for information concerning scheduled events.

FOR INFORMATION, call Staff Representative, Christina Harrison 
(440) 886-1468, x17 or Parish Council Representative, John Suvak 
(440) 884-6736
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St. Bridget of Kildare School Office
5620 Hauserman Road, Parma, Ohio 44130
Phone ..............................................................................440-886-1468
Fax ...................................................................................440-886-5121
Email .............................................. hhawkfrank@stbridget-parma.com
School Website .............................................www.stbridget-parma.com
School Office Hours ...............Monday through Friday, 8:00AM-3:00PM

St. Bridget of Kildare School Faculty and Staff
Mrs. Heather Hawk Frank ....................................................... Principal
Mrs. Tracey Bresnahan .................................... Administrative Assistant
Mrs. Christina Harrison ................................Parish Catechetical Leader
Mrs. Dana Steimle ........................................................... PSR Secretary
Mrs. Lisa Kozickie ................................................................... Preschool
Mrs. Lisa Maruschak ....................................................... Preschool Aide
Ms. Michelle Morabito ........................................Extended Day Director
Mrs. Patti Sullivan ........................................................... Extended Day
Mr. Dan Valente ............................................................... Extended Day
Ms. Lydia Hritz ..................................................................Kindergarten
Mrs. Kimberly Eadeh .................................................................Grade 1
Mrs. Judith Hudak ..........................................................Grade 2, Music
Mrs. Cynthia Krawczonek ..........................................................Grade 3
Mrs. Cynthia Humrick ...............................................................Grade 4
Ms. Heather Scholle...................................................................Grade 5
Mrs. Angela Mullins ...................................................................Grade 6
Mrs. Traci Borden ......................................................................Grade 7
Ms. Ashley Ryan ........................................................................Grade 8
Mrs. Therese McCall ..........................................................Teacher Aide
Ms. Sarah McCafferty .............................................................. Fine Arts
Mrs. Amanda Montana ........... Computer Instructor, Physical Education
Mrs. Cynthia Rosko ................................................... Cafeteria Manager
Mrs. Pam Broa ......................................................................... Cafeteria
Ms. Karen DiCarlo ................................................School Band Director

Features of St. Bridget of Kildare School, Home of the Chargers
• Excellence in Education - 

Centered in Christ
• One of the lowest tuitions 

in the Diocese
• Pre-School
• Kindergarten
• First through Eighth 

Grade
• Extended Day Program
• Religious Education
• Art Classes
• Drama Club

• Jr. High Book Club
• Electronic Foreign Language 

Program
• School Band
• Music Program
• Physical Education
• Athletics (CYO)
• Gymnasium
• Robotics
• Speech Services
• Student Council
• Psychological Services
• Children’s Choir
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• School Chapel
• Weekly Liturgy
• Broadcast Studio
• Weather Station
• Computer Lab
• Advanced Algebra/High 

School Prep Math Classes
• National Junior Honor 

Society
• Wireless Internet Access for 

students
Day School, Grades K-8

St. Bridget of Kildare School exists as a community to provide a safe 
learning environment and experiences that promote Christian values, 
dignity and respect for all involved, and the spiritual, intellectual, 
physical, emotional, social and aesthetic growth of each student. We 
recognize that parents are the primary educators of their children. We 
at St. Bridget of Kildare Parish School seek to assist parents as partners 
in this educational endeavor. Following the example of our patroness 
saint, Saint Bridget, we commit ourselves to teaching students the 
same faith and Catholic values.

FOR INFORMATION, call the School Office (440) 886-1468

Extended Care Program
The Extended Day Program is a supportive service providing before 
and after school childcare for working families of St. Bridget of Kildare 
School students in pre-school through 8th grade. Morning care (6:30-
7:30AM) and after care (2:45-6:00PM) are available daily and follow 
the school calendar. The program provides a snack and a range of 
indoor and outdoor recreational activities daily.

FOR INFORMATION, call Michelle Morabito (440) 886-1468, x18

PTU (Parent-Teacher Unit)
The purpose of this organization is to bring a closer relationship between 
the parents, teachers and administrators of the school, that they may 
cooperatively promote the spiritual, moral and educational welfare of the 
children of St. Bridget of Kildare School. The PTU will engage in activities 
to enhance the spiritual and educational focus of the home and school. All 
parents are encouraged to become active members, sharing their time and 
talent. For more information, contact the PTU at ptu@stbridget-parma.com

FOR INFORMATION, call Lori Orzech (216) 702-6150

• School-wide Student iPad 
® Initiative

• Smart Board ® Teaching 
Technology

• Unity Catholic Credit Union
• Student Savers Program
• Parent Teacher Union 

(PTU)
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Parish School of Religion
The PSR program is the parish’s initiative to assist parents in their primary 
role of educating their children and raising them in the Catholic faith. 
PSR provides religious education for students in grades one through eight 
who attend public schools and non-Catholic private schools. Religious 
education and faith formation is offered by a staff of volunteer catechists, 
who have been trained and certified for their ministry by the Diocese 
of Cleveland. Students enrolled in the second and eighth grades will be 
prepared to receive the sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist (2nd) 
and Confirmation (8th), in conjunction with the students from St. Bridget 
of Kildare day school. PSR classes for grades one through eight are held 
on Monday evenings in the school from 6:45 until 8:00PM. 

FOR INFORMATION, call Christina Harrison (440) 886-1468, x17

Pre-School Program
The primary purpose of the St. Bridget Preschool Program is to provide a 
transition from home to a school atmosphere. While recognizing that family 
relationships provide the young child with the best model for developing 
attitudes, values and appropriate behavior, the St. Bridget Preschool 
Program offers the preschool aged child an opportunity for interaction 
with other children and adults in an atmosphere of Christian love and 
concern. The Preschool Program promotes the spiritual, intellectual, social 
and physical growth of the young child in a creative learning environment 
through age appropriate development experiences and play activities.

FOR INFORMATION, call the School Office (440) 886-1468

Catholic Schools Week
Catholic Schools Week celebrations have become a tradition since 
its beginning in 1974. It is a time that we honor the mission that 
Catholic Schools do for young people, the Church and the community. 
We remember all those who are involved in Catholic education. 
The various themes assigned over the years have pointed to the 
outstanding characteristics of education in the Catholic School 
system. Catholic Schools Week gives us the opportunity for students to 
proclaim spiritual growth and flourish together.

FOR INFORMATION, contact Heather Hawk Frank at 440-886-1468, 
x11 or hhawkfrank@stbridget-parma.com

Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School is a scripture-themed program where children grades 
K-5 uncover the treasures of God’s truth as they learn his commandments 
and understand that Jesus is the power by which we live and learn.

FOR INFORMATION, call Cindy Grogan (440) 886-1468, x13
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Athletic Association
The Athletic Association works in conjunction with the Catholic Youth 
Organization (CYO) to offer a competitive sports program to the children 
of the parish. The Athletics Program is for students in grades 4-8 and 
offers the following sports: volleyball, soccer, basketball, cheerleading, 
baseball and softball. Adults are encouraged to participate by serving 
as members of the Athletic Board or by coaching the various teams. It is 
the goal of Athletics to teach children the importance of team work, fair 
play, and discipline while at the same time offering a real world forum for 
children to practice Christian values at practices and during games.

FOR INFORMATION, call Jon Boncela (440) 225-0306

Scripture Study
Members of this ministry meet on Wednesday mornings at 9:30AM 
in the Rectory. With the aid of a book on sacred scriptures that each 
member has, we discuss the readings and gospel for the upcoming 
weekend and holy days. Members feel that they get much more 
meaning and fulfillment when they attend Mass after these discussions.

FOR INFORMATION, call Alice Dempsey (440) 885-4177

Couple to Couple Marriage Ministry
The Couple to Couple Marriage Ministry assists the pastor in preparing 
engaged couples for marriage. Couple Ministers share their faith, 
training and the experience of their own marriage with the engaged 
couples entrusted in their care. Couple ministers are trained by 
the diocese and commissioned by their parish to engage in this 
ministry. They are committed to the couples they serve by preserving 
confidentiality, by being good listeners and guides, and by encouraging 
engaged couples to further their spiritual and emotional growth.

FOR INFORMATION, call Michael and Sarah Schramm (440) 842-8990

Paris h Finance Council
Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God

Matthew 22:21

The Parish Finance Council is charged with advising the Pastor on many of 
the temporal matters involved in the operation of the Parish. The Council 
is a group of parishioners, appointed by the Pastor, who have business, 
accounting, legal, finance, human resources or other relevant experience. 
The Finance Council reviews the annual budget, certifies the annual 
diocesan financial report, and provides advice and support to the Pastor.

FOR INFORMATION, call Fr. Robert Wisniewski (440) 886-4434, x21
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Bingo Crew Members
Our weekly charitable gaming program is an essential fundraiser for 
our school. All school families regularly volunteer, but additional 
volunteers are always needed and welcome to make this fundraiser 
successful and keeping Catholic education affordable to many families.

FOR INFORMATION, call Steven Malec (440) 886-4434, x17

Parish Building and Grounds Committee
This committee is a group of men and women who have specific 
background, knowledge and expertise in commercial property plant 
maintenance. The group meets periodically on an as needed basis to 
review the entire parish and school plant conditions of our buildings 
and property.

FOR INFORMATION, call Steven Malec (440) 886-4434, x17

Offertory Counters
A group of men and women who work on teams to open, sort and 
prepare for deposit the church offertory collections. This group is 
highly regulated by Diocesan guidelines, procedures and audits due 
to the very nature of this ministry. Members of the counting teams are 
appointed by the Pastor after approval by the Parish Finance Council.

FOR INFORMATION, call Steven Malec (440) 886-4434, x17

St. Bridget of Kildare Church & School
Saturday Bingo

Doors Open at 5:30PM   Early Birds 6:45PM

ALL PAPER ADMISSION PACKAGES - GOOD FOR 18 GAMES

Set of 6-ons: Regular Price
1-2nd Free $10.00
3 $13.00
Buy 4-5th FREE $16.00

 ALL YOUR FAVORITES:
• Early Birds Pay $60
• Regular Games Pay $100
• Fill-up Pays $450
• Final Fill-up Pays $1,000
• King or Queen
• Door Prizes & Loser Sign-Ups
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 PLAYING YOUR FAVORITE IN$TANT$ & PROGRE$$IVE$
• Cash Blowout
• King of the Mountain
• Queen of the Mountain
• Queen of Hearts
• Moving on Up
• Super Downline Flash
• PLUS MANY MORE!

No Steps ~ Ample Parking ~ Security In & Out
Color Monitors ~ Smoking Breaks ~ Free Coffee ~ Concessions


