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Our Lady of Consolation Church
8303 Taft Street, Merrillville, IN 46410 ~ 219-769-1755

My Dear Parishioners,

Once again it gives me great pleasure to introduce to you the latest edition 
of our Parish Guidebook and Directory. It is an excellent reference for 
all our parishioners.. new and old. This book is provided free of charge 
through the generosity of the patrons who advertise within it. Please 
consider patronizing these businesses that make this Guidebook possible.
I would like us to reflect upon the stewardship of our time and talents. 
There is perhaps no more precious a commodity than our time. We tend to 
guard it closely even as we might find ourselves stretching its limits. On the 
other hand, there are those who have a lot of time on their hands. Wherever 
we find ourselves on this spectrum, whatever time we have (and “have 
left”), time is God’s gift, and we are called to dedicate some of our time (as 
we do our treasure) to the service of God, especially through the Church.
Our talents are also God’s gifts to us. I would like to share with you the 
saying that was on a small plaque given to me by my parents when I 
graduated from 8th grade: “What you are is God’s gift to you; what you 
make of yourself is your gift to God.” I would rewrite the second half of 
that quote to say: “…how you use your talents is your gift to God.”
I like to use the image of an orchestra to describe the Church at large as well as 
our local parish. Each of us is an instrument in God’s orchestra. Each of us has 
a part to play that only we can play to produce the full harmony of the music of 
God’s loving presence in the world. What kind of “instrument” are you? What is 
your special “sound” (that is, talent)? What part does God want you to play in 
the life and mission of our parish? These are questions each of us must ponder, 
and then make an answer to God. Liturgical ministries, parish Commissions, the 
Parish Pastoral Council, service organizations - each of these is a “section” of our 
one great orchestra of a parish. We need you to play your part!
If you feel God is calling you to play in a particular section of our parish 
orchestra, please contact the persons who are in charge of the various 
ministries, organizations, and events within our parish. It is my hope that while 
browsing through this booklet you will be inspired to become involved in one or 
more of the activities, groups, or ministries. By our baptism each of us is called 
to place our gifts at the service of our parish and the wider community. And I 
hope that everyone who is currently not involved in a ministry in our parish 
will prayerfully consider how you can use your time and talents as your gift 
to God. If I can be of any help to you or your family, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. I am here to serve you and I welcome your insights and opinions. 
Be assured that you and your loved ones are remembered in my daily prayers as 
well as in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.

May Christ’s peace be with you!

Fr. Peter John Muha
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Parish Offices, Chapel, Hall, Class, and Meeting 
Rooms are located in the Parish Activity Center 

behind the Church

PASTOR .......................................................................Father Peter J. Muha
 pastor@olcweb.org

SENIOR DEACON ................................................................... Robert E. Gill

SENIOR DEACON .................................................................Ralph J. Huber

BUSINESS MANAGER ............................................................Jacquie Henry
 church@olcweb.org

SACRISTAN ............................................................................ Cathy Scolaro
 sacristan@olcweb.org

BULLETIN EDITOR ..................................................................Eileen Wayte
 bulletin@olcweb.org

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
 Monday through Thursday .....................................8:30 am to 4:00 pm
 Friday ...................................................................8:30 am to 12:00 pm

PARISH OFFICE PHONE ............................ 219-769-1755 or 219-769-2785

 Fax ...................................................................................219-769-2177

 Website ........................................................................ www.olcweb.org

 Facebook................................................www.facebook.com/OLCParish

 YouTube ...........................................................Our Lady of Consolation

FAITH FORMATION OFFICE ...........................Cathy Scolaro .219-769-2295
 FFP@olcweb.org

MUSIC MINISTRY ..........................................Claudia Pienta .219-670-5906
 cpienta@sbcglobal.net

PLEASE NOTE:
 Due to the COVID virus, many activities, groups, etc. are not being 
done as listed in this book.
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Mission Statement
We the people of Our Lady of Consolation Parish, called to faith and 
salvation in Jesus Christ in the Roman Catholic tradition, dedicate 
ourselves to living the Gospel by:

• Worshiping God through the Eucharist
• Fostering education
• Instilling family values
• Promoting social justice
• Building a community where all are welcome

We commit ourselves to generosity and to the responsible use of our 
spiritual and material resources.

ACTIVE AND PARTICIPATING PARISHIONERS
New parishioners are always welcome to our parish family. Identification 
with a parish means the adult member is registered and participating in 
the church. Attending Mass at Our Lady of Consolation does not make 
a person registered. The need to register arises when a baby is to be 
baptized, children are to attend religious education, couples are to be 
married, health emergencies require the visitation of a priest, or sponsor 
eligibility is needed for a sacrament. The contribution envelopes used at 
Mass verify attendance at Mass as well as participation in the life of the 
parish. To register, please call the church office at 769-1755.

Mass Schedule
Tuesday-Friday ....................................... Mass in the Church .......... 8:30 am
Saturday ......................................................................................... 4:30 pm
Sunday .........................................................................8:30 am & 11:00 am
Confession/Reconciliation ........................................3:00-4:00 pm Saturday
Holy Days ..............................................................*Verify times in Bulletin*

Catholic Feasts and Holy Days - 2021
Mary, Mother of God ...................................................Friday ........January 1
Epiphany ...................................................................Sunday ........January 3
Ash Wednesday ...................................................Wednesday .... February 17
Easter Sunday ...........................................................Sunday .............April 4
Ascension (Celebrated the following Sunday) .......Thursday ............May 13
Pentecost ...................................................................Sunday ............May 23
Holy Trinity ...............................................................Sunday ............May 30
Body & Blood of Christ ..............................................Sunday .............June 6
Assumption of Mary ..................................................Sunday ....... August 15
All Saints (Not an Obligation) ..................................Monday .... November 1
Christ the King ..........................................................Sunday .. November 21
1st Sunday of Advent ................................................Sunday .. November 28
Immaculate Conception ......................................Wednesday .... December 8
Christmas ............................................................... Saturday .. December 25
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Sacraments
The sacraments were instituted by Christ the Lord and entrusted to the 
Church. As actions of Christ and of the Church, they are signs and means 
by which faith is expressed and strengthened, worship is offered to God, 
and our sanctification is brought about.

Baptism for Infants and Children
The celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism is a most important time 
in the life of a child. It celebrates the child becoming a member of 
the Church - the Body of Christ. Those parents requesting Baptism 
for their children must be registered and participating members of 
the parish for at least six months. Parents must attend a baptism 
preparation class for the first child to be baptized. This is arranged 
either before the birth of the child or before the baptism. If there are 
two Godparents they must be one male and one female. However, 
only one Godparent is necessary. It is also possible for a baptized non-
Catholic to be a Christian witness at the baptism. A non-practicing 
Catholic cannot serve as a Christian witness. The Catholic Godparent 
must have a letter from his or her parish stating that they are 
practicing Catholics.

A practicing Catholic for Baptism must be baptized, confirmed, 
received Eucharist and if married - married by a Catholic priest. The 
role of the Godparent is to make the profession of faith for the child 
and help the parents in their duty as Christian mother and father. 
Please contact the parish office at 769-1755 for arrangements.

First Reconciliation for Children
The first celebration of the Sacrament of Penance is celebrated in the 
spring of the second year the student is in the Faith Formation Program. 
There is special emphasis on God’s love and forgiveness. The parents are 
asked to actively participate in the preparation of their children in the 
reception of First Reconciliation (Sacrament of Penance).

First Eucharist for Children
Catechesis for the reception of First Eucharist takes place in the 
third grade or third year that the student is in the Faith Formation 
program. There are special programs that prepare the child to receive 
First Communion. As in the reception of First Reconciliation, the 
parents are required to take an active role in their child’s preparation. 
Celebration of First Eucharist may be delayed if a family is not 
regularly participating in Sunday Mass.
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St. Michael School
Quality Education with Catholic Values since 1900

219-322-4531
Call today for a tour!

16 W. Wilhelm St. • Schererville, IN 46375

ACCEPTED
TO COLLEGE97%

Saint Anthony is revolutionizing person

centered care through environments that are

warm, caring, positive and supportive. Our

focus is not only on enriching the lives of

those we are honored to care for, but also on

fulfi llment of each Care Team member. It’s

the heart and dedication of Care Team

Members that create the Majestic diff erence.

Choose the Knights of Columbus
to protect your family.

O: 574-282-1082
C: 219-386-3055

matthew.florian@kofc.org

Field Agent
Matt Florian

Discover the Catholic Difference

LIFE INSURANCE • DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE • LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE • RETIREMENT ANNUITIES
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Confirmation for Youth
The Sacrament of Confirmation is celebrated by the bishop. The 
youth are in special classes for two years prior to the reception 
of the Sacrament of Confirmation. The date of the celebration of 
Confirmation is set by the bishop and normally held in the fall 
when the Confirmandi are freshmen in High School. There is much 
preparation for this sacrament, and its reception may be delayed if 
a family is not regularly participating in Sunday Mass. Also refer to 
the Faith Formation Information on the Sacramental preparation for 
Children. Contact the Religious Education office at 769-2295.

Anointing of the Sick
The Anointing of the Sick is celebrated anytime a person who is ill 
requests it. If a person is going to the hospital we encourage you to 
call the office and make arrangements to receive the sacrament of 
the anointing of the sick. If a person is dying, a special version of 
Anointing is celebrated (formerly called “Last Rites”). Please do not 
delay in calling the parish at 769-1755.

Marriage
The Sacrament of Marriage is celebrated between a man and a woman 
and is witnessed by a priest or deacon in the church building once 
it is verified that both parties are free to marry. In order to celebrate 
the Sacrament of Marriage at O.L.C., a couple must be registered and 
active members of the Parish for at least one year before a date can be 
reserved. There are Pre-Cana classes as well as several appointments 
with the Pastor required prior to the wedding ceremony. Please contact 
the parish office at 769-1755 a year in advance.

Annulments
Today there are many persons whose lives have been shattered 
by divorce. The Church wishes to provide ministry to them. It is 
important to remember that if a person is divorced but has not 
remarried, that person is free to celebrate the sacraments of the 
Church. However, if a divorced person desires to remarry they must 
first talk to their pastor about the annulment process. (Please note 
that an annulment has no legal effects on the children that were 
born to the couple.) Anyone desiring information on the process of 
annulments is asked to contact the pastor. The annulment process 
itself is handled by the Diocesan Matrimonial Tribunal.
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Baptism, Confirmation and First Eucharist are also called the 
Sacraments of Initiation. (R.C.I.A.)

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is the process whereby 
unbaptized adults are prepared to receive the Sacraments of Initiation. 
Sessions are held in the Parish Center, from September until after Easter. 
Sessions are open to any person seeking to join the Catholic Faith, anyone 
who is Catholic but needs to complete their Sacraments of Initiation, or 
anyone who would like to refresh their knowledge of the Catholic Faith. 
Those who complete the R.C.I.A. process celebrate the sacraments at the 
Easter Vigil. Please contact Marilyn Huber at 663-4454 to learn more.

Adults who are baptized in another Christian tradition and are 
interested in becoming Catholic should also contact the parish office 
to discuss the process of formation leading to Reception into Full 
Communion with the Catholic Church.

If an adult has been baptized as a Catholic and has celebrated their 
First Eucharist, but have never been confirmed, they are encouraged 
to call the parish in order to enroll in formation classes held each year 
after Easter in order to prepare for Confirmation celebrated by the 
Bishop in the cathedral, usually on Pentecost Sunday.

FAITH FORMATION
 Office (FFP@olcweb.org) .........................Cathy Scolaro ........ 769-2295

Faith Formation is a Religious Education Program offered to the young 
members of our parish, (ages 6 to 15) allowing them to gain a deeper 
insight into their faith and God’s love for them. In the course of classes 
and various service projects, students learn to live Jesus’ Gospel 
message “To Love Your Neighbor.” Registration begins in March for the 
following September session.

Classes meet in-person twice a month September through May:
One Wednesday evening for a Catechist-led session 6:00-7:30 pm.
One Sunday morning for a Family Gathered event either 9:35-10:50 am
OR 12:15-2:00 pm, depending on the event. Between sessions students 
work on lessons using print material or digital portals. At Home 
activities encourage family faith sharing.

INCLEMENT WEATHER
If it becomes necessary to cancel classes due to inclement weather or 
other emergency situations, it will be posted Online at
www.EmergencyClosings.com. Search for the facility by typing: Our 
Lady of Consolation (then tab & type) Merrillville, then click SUBMIT, 
or you may call 847-238-1234 from a touch tone phone and enter: 
2197691755 (our main phone number).
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PASTORAL COUNCIL
12 members of the parish are needed to serve on the Pastoral Council. 
The Pastoral Council assists the pastor in promoting and supporting 
parish life, worship and service. The Council operates on the principle 
of collaborative leadership. Each year, 4 new members are needed 
to replace outgoing members who have served a 3 year term. Please 
contact Father Peter Muha or the parish office if interested.

OFFERTORY GIFT BEARERS
This is a wonderful opportunity for every person in the parish to take 
an active part in the celebration of the Eucharist. At each Mass, the gifts 
of bread and wine, as well as the collection and prayer intentions are 
presented to the priest. If you or your family would like to carry these gifts 
to the altar, please contact the parish office with the date and Mass time 
you would like to participate or volunteer at the Mass you are attending.

Liturgical Ministries
Through Baptism, each of us is called to place ourselves at the service of 
others. There are many opportunities to serve our worshipping community 
during the celebration of Mass or to the homebound. Please reflect upon your 
God-given talents and consider how you might be called to actively participate 
in the liturgy through one of the following ministries. Please contact the parish 
office at 769-1755 for more information, training, or to volunteer.

ALTAR SERVERS
It is a privilege to minister as an altar server at Mass. Servers are trained 
to assist the priest at the altar and facilitate the smooth celebration of the 
liturgy. We invite any child 4th grade through high school age, to share 
this special privilege of becoming an active altar server. Adult Servers are 
also needed for funeral Masses during the week.

EXTRA ORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION (E.M.’s)
Although Priests and Deacons are the Ordinary Ministers of 
Communion, lay ministers are also trained and commissioned to 
distribute the Body and Blood of Christ with reverence and dignity 
during the Communion Rite of the Mass and during home visits for 
those who are unable to attend Mass due to sickness or infirmity.
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www.aquinas.school

Aquinas Catholic Community School
Forming Disciples of Christ through the prac  ce

of faith and the pursuit of knowledge.

Schedule your tour today!
(219) 769-2049

Several scholarship opportuni  es and
fi nancial assistance opportuni  es are 

available for students
from Preschool - 8th grade.

801 W. 73rd Avenue, Merrillville, IN

Preparing stu
dents fo

r

college and heaven!

“Created to care for our family,
devoted to serving yours.”
140 E. 107th Ave

Crown Point, IN 46307

P: 219.663.0972
F: 219.663.6825

All Men are Created Equal... Then They Get Dressed...
Experience The John Cicco’s Difference

Regular, Short, Big & Tall
TEL (219) 769-1744

8250 MISSISSIPPI STREET • MERRILLVILLE, IN 46410 • HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 10-6 • Saturday 10-5

Visit Us On
Facebook
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LECTORS
The Lector is privileged to play a very important role during the 
Liturgy in presenting the Word to the assembly. As the Second 
Vatican Council “In Sacred Scripture, the Church constantly finds her 
nourishment and her strength, for she welcomes it not as a human 
word, but as what it really is, the Word of God.” [Dei Verbum, 24] 
This is echoed in the General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM), 
“When the Sacred Scriptures are read in the Church, God himself 
speaks to his people, and Christ, present in his word, proclaims the 
Gospel. Therefore, the readings from the Word of God are to be 
listened to reverently by everyone, for they are an element of greatest 
importance to the Liturgy” [GIRM, 29]. The Lector does not simply 
read aloud during the Mass, but the Lector offers his or her voice to 
bring the living Word of God to the assembly.

To prepare for this important ministry, Lectors are provided with 
a workbook that contains the readings for the entire Church year. 
The workbook includes practical guidance for pronunciation and 
technical aspects of proclaiming the Word, as well as commentary 
and suggestions to better understand and pray the Scriptures. This 
prayerful reflection and preparation not only promotes faithful 
proclamation, it also enriches the one serving in this ministry to 
grow in faith and come to know the Lord better. If you have both the 
interest and ability to proclaim the Scriptures during the Sunday and 
Holy Day liturgies, please call the parish office at 769-1755 during 
office hours for more information.

SACRISTANS
The Sacristan assists the priest in taking care of the needs of the 
church before, during, and after a Mass. A sacristan is needed for each 
Mass, funeral, wedding, or ceremony that takes place in the church. 
Sacristans are given training, and then scheduled according to the 
Mass they attend.

USHERS
This ministry of service and hospitality helps parishioners and 
especially guests to be comfortable at Mass by providing assistance 
and information before, during, and after Mass. Ushers greet 
worshippers and help them find a seat, participate in the collection 
of the offertory, guide the congregation during the Communion 
procession, and distribute the bulletin after Mass. If interested, please 
stop by to speak to one of the ushers in the back of church or contact 
the parish office.
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 Music
Music and liturgy are integrated in ways that suit both 
the nature of liturgical rituals and the spiritual needs of 
our parish community. While our primary focus at Mass 
is on the Eucharist, the liturgical experience is enhanced 
by the sharing of vocal and musical talents with the 
community. Our objective is to lead the congregation to 

full conscious and active participation in liturgy. Music is an integral part 
of every liturgical celebration. Participation in the Sacred Liturgy both 
expresses and strengthens the faith with-in us. Music Ministry members 
serve as organist, cantors, musicians and members of the Adult and 
Children’s Choirs. Please contact music director Claudia Pienta at 670-5906 
or cpienta@sbcglobal.net, if interested or for additional information.

CANTOR PROGRAM
The program provides cantors to lead our congregation in sung worship. 
Cantors sing at weekend liturgies (4:30 pm Saturday, 8:30 and 11:00 am 
Sunday) and at other special liturgies during the year. If you love to sing, 
please share your talent by taking this opportunity and joining our cantor 
program. You will be trained, while learning numerous psalms, Mass 
settings and songs. Your music is supplied, and practices are scheduled at 
your convenience. Previous musical training is helpful, but not required. 
High school students are welcomed!

OUR LADY OF CONSOLATION CHOIR (8:30 am Sunday Mass)
A mixed choir combining vocalists of all ages. The OLC Choir enhances 
the sung worship at weekly 8:30 am Sunday morning Mass as well as 
Christmas midnight Mass, Holy Week, Easter Sunday, and other special 
liturgies. OLC Choir repertoire includes: traditional and contemporary 
hymns, chants, and a variety of music settings and choral arrangements. 
Practices are Wednesday at 6:30 pm in the church. If you can sing, please 
consider joining this choir. We always welcome new voices. We are 
looking to add flute and violin to the 8:30 am Mass.

GLORY CHOIR (11:00 am Sunday Mass)
A mixed choir combining musicians and vocalists. The Glory 
Choir uses traditional and contemporary hymns, chants, and uses 
contemporary, gospel, and modern choral arrangements accompanied 
by organ, piano, flute, guitar, and violin to help promote full and 
active participation in our liturgy. The Glory Choir enhances the 
music for weekly 11:00 am Sunday morning Mass and at the 4:30 pm 
Christmas Eve liturgy. Practices are Tuesday evenings at 6:30 pm in 
the church. This choir is in need of voices and instrumentalists.
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Hallelujah Choir (Children’s Choir)
This is a choir for children, 1st (reading at 2nd grade level) through 6th 
grade students. The Hallelujah Choir will sing at the 4:30 pm Christmas 
Eve liturgy. Your child will be introduced to musical terms and proper 
vocal techniques, but more importantly, they will learn about their faith 
and the Mass. Rehearsals will be once-a-week for 45 minutes, from late 
October until Christmas. Rehearsals are primarily based upon family 
schedules and best time for attendance. If interested please contact 
Claudia Pienta at 670-5906 or cpienta@sbcglobal.net.

FUNERAL Choir
The only requirement for this mixed group is availability on weekdays 
and Saturday mornings. This choir will serve our faith community 
by leading the sung prayer at funeral liturgies. The choir answers a 
special call to minister to others who are grieving over the loss of a 
loved one. If interested please contact the parish office.

Organizations
Knights of Columbus
 James Kelley ............................................. Grand Knight ........ 228-0701
 Phil Komisarcik ............................. Deputy Grand Knight ........ 682-6581

Fr. Michael J. McGivney and a small group of pioneering 
Catholic men in the parish of St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
founded the Knights of Columbus organization in 1882 in 
New Haven, Connecticut. This Society now has over 1.5 
million dues-paying members. If you are a practicing Catholic man and 
18 years old or older, the K of C’s may be just what you are looking for.

Good Shepherd Council #10811 was formed in 1992. At this time it 
serves the parish of Our Lady of Consolation. We have a membership 
of 102 Catholic men. Our Council meets on the first and third 
Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm in the Parish Center of Our Lady 
of Consolation. The Initiation fee is $10.00 and regular annual dues 
are $30.00. Good Shepherd has many activities involving the church, 
family, youth and the community. We also support local charities with 
fundraising events.

Women’s Guild
 Jacquie Henry ..................................................President ........ 769-1755
 Bobbi Homola .....................................New Membership ........ 663-8645

This organization was formerly known as the Altar & Rosary Sodality. 
The objective of the organization is to promote spirituality, fellowship, 
and good will.
Membership is open to every adult woman belonging to Our Lady 
of Consolation parish. Annual Dues are $5.00. Meetings are held on 
the first Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm in the parish center. (No 
meetings on the following months: January, February, June, July, 
August and December.)
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LENCIONI’S PUB AND BANQUETS
3325 Glenwood Dyer Rd. Lynwood, IL

Pub Phone: (708)757-4304
Brand new banquet facility • Accommodates up to 200 people

EXCLUSIVE CATERER AT
ST. JOHN TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY CENTER

OUR LADY OF CONSOLATION

PREFERRED CATERER AT
CASA MARIA BANQUET HALL

(Located on the grounds of St. Maria Goretti Church)

For Catering Information Call Jack Lencioni

708.895.6844 • LENCIONICATERING.COM
Serving Northwest Indiana and
the South Suburbs for 35 years.

LENCIONI CATERING

Discover why we are the
region’s top Life Plan

Community.

Call (219) 226-2112

6685 E. 117th Avenue
Crown Point, IN 46307

CrownPointChristianVillage.org

Family Owned & Operated since 1931
Tom & T.J. Pruzin

Crown Point • Merrillville • Portage
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The Women’s Guild holds an annual Baby Shower in May to benefit 
our St. Gianna Molla Respect Life Group and a Christmas Party in 
December with donations of hats, gloves, & scarves to help local 
children in need.

Holy Name Society
 Gordon St. Martin ...........................................President ........ 696-0098
 Chris Govert .......................................New Membership ........ 736-6432

All men of the parish are invited to join the Holy Name Society. Our 
purpose is to honor the name of God and to fulfill the petition of the 
Lord’s Prayer through good example of words and deeds. We are a 
working society for the benefit of our parish and community.

55+ SENIORS
 Gloria Campbell ...............................................President ........ 617-7859
 Esther Tonevich ....................................... Vice President ........ 662-9867

This organization is open to the entire community (not only 
parishioners) and meets the 2nd Monday of each month (September 
thru June) at 1:00 pm in the Parish Center. If you’re 55 or over, please 
come and join us!

ROSARY GROUP
Lisa Dimos .............................................................................. 769-0207
This group meets in the chapel every Monday at 3:00 pm to pray the 
rosary. If Monday is a holiday and the Parish office is closed, the rosary 
is said on Tuesday.

PARISH LIFE MINISTRY
Joyce Buchholz ....................................................................... 796-9013
This is a fun organization helping with the hospitality of the parish 
which include monthly Coffee & Rolls, Fundraising Breakfast, Parish 
Picnic, Rummage Sale and much more. Volunteers are always welcome.

ST. GIANNA MOLLA Respect Life Group
Janet Sienicki ......................................................................... 613-3409
Through prayer, education, service, and action to ensure the quality of 
life at all stages of existence, from conception to natural death and to 
promote reverence for life, which is rooted in the Gospel and teachings 
of the Church. Visit our website at www.stgiannamollagroup.org.

FRIENDS IN CHRIST
Parish Volunteers .................................................................... 769-2177
Our goal is to help those in our parish and community with temporary 
problems and challenge them to help themselves to resolve these 
problems. Our ministry manages the OLC Food Pantry that is stocked 
through the generosity of our parishioners and other parish ministries. 
We provide food to those in need twice a month and special baskets on 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter.
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Parish Information
HALL RENTAL

Our Lady of Consolation Parish has a beautiful, well maintained, 
banquet facility which offers seating for up to 350 guests and is 
exclusively catered by Lencioni Catering. For availability, please call 
the parish office at 769-1755 during office hours.

For smaller parties of up to 80 guests, we also rent the Holy Family 
Room located in the parish center. For details, please call the parish 
office at 769-1755 during office hours.

MASS INTENTIONS
If you wish to have a Mass celebrated at Our Lady of Consolation 
Church for a deceased loved one or special intention, please contact 
the parish office during office hours. The Mass stipend is $10.00.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Located at the back center aisle of the church, you will find prayer 
request sheets. If you wish to have a special intention or prayer 
request offered during Mass, please fill in your intention and place it 
in the basket provided. The intentions will be brought up to the altar 
during Mass with the offertory gifts.

ACTIVE AND PARTICIPATING PARISHIONERS
New parishioners are always welcome to register as members of our 
parish family. Attending Mass at Our Lady of Consolation does not 
automatically make a person registered. The need to formally register 
arises when, for instance, a baby needs to be baptized, children 
are signed up for religious education, couples want to be married, 
health emergencies arise that require the visitation of a priest, and 
sponsor eligibility forms need to be signed for a sacrament. We use 
the system of contribution envelopes collected at Mass in order to 
verify attendance and participation in the life of the parish. To register, 
please call the church office at 769-1755.

GUIDE BOOK & DIRECTORY
The Guide Book & Directory is a comprehensive explanation of all 
organizations, ministries, and committees including information about 
how you can participate. It also provides a listing of our staff members 
and leaders. A directory of family names, addresses and phone numbers 
is published in order to provide a means of outreach within the church. 
Please support the advertisers who make it possible for this book to 
publish annually and have it direct mailed to your home, at no cost to 
the church. The Guide Book & Directory is for Parish Use Only.
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PARISH BULLETIN
The bulletin, our primary means of written communication with our 
parishioners. Individuals or groups wishing to submit items for inclusion, 
may submit by fax to 769-2177, or email to bulletin@olcweb.org, or 
drop a clearly printed note in the collection basket marked BULLETIN. 
The submission deadline is noon on the Monday prior to the Sunday 
publication. Homebound parishioners who are unable to attend weekly 
Mass may request the bulletin be mailed to their home by calling the 
parish office at 769-1755 or viewing online at discovermass.com.

PARISH LIBRARY
Currently located in the cry room of the church, the library has many 
intellectually and spiritually enriching materials. All materials are 
available free of charge.

COURTESY & SAFETY REMINDERS
In order to park in a Handicap reserved parking place, your vehicle 
must show handicap designation.
Cell phones and pagers should be turned off before entering church.
When exiting the church parking lot, please be very cautious as the exits 
to the street are steep and slippery, especially during inclement weather. 
Be very aware of the police officer who is there to help stop traffic after 
Mass and empty the parking lots safely and quickly. South exit is a left 
turn only (south). The North exit is a right turn only (north).
Thank you for your consideration of others.

INCLEMENT WEATHER
If it becomes necessary to cancel parish activities due to inclement 
weather or other emergency situations, it will be posted Online at 
www.EmergencyClosings.com. Search for the facility by typing: Our 
Lady of Consolation (then tab & type) Merrillville, then click SUBMIT, 
or you may call 847-238-1234 from a touch tone phone and enter: 
2197691755 (our main phone number).

Annual Parish Events
BLOOD DRIVES
 Sunday February 21st and August 15th (check bulletin to verify dates)

Vamos Hall .............................................................8:00 am to 2:00 pm
Giving blood in one sense is the ultimate gift. My blood after all, is far 
more valuable to me than any gifts of time or money I can make. My 
pint of blood comes close to the traditional tithe. It’s a fraction less 
than 1/10 of all the blood I have.
Please call 1-800-GIVE LIFE for more information.
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PARISH RUMMAGE SALE
 July in Vamos Hall (Check the bulletin for dates)

Please save and put aside items such as toys, books, games, puzzles, 
kitchenware, dishes, small appliances, furniture, holiday decorations, 
knick-knacks, etc. (NO CLOTHES, TV’s, car seats, baby cribs, 
mattresses or Christmas trees & lights) for our annual rummage sale!! 
Help is needed during drop off and sale days, as well as packing and 
cleaning up at the end. If you would like to volunteer, please call 
the parish office at 769-1755. Drop off dates to be determined, see 
bulletin for exact times.

PARISH PICNIC
 Sunday in August

Parish Center ................................................................1:00 to 5:30 pm
We have our picnic rain or shine. We have music, bingo, children’s 
games, big ticket raffle, food and fun for all. The parish provides 
burgers, chicken, hot dogs, condiments, paperware, and soft drinks. 
You may bring your lawn chairs, blankets and a side dish to share! It’s 
a great way to get to know your parish family and it’s FREE!!

We ask parishioners to help by volunteering for a 1 hour shift for 
Grilling, Food Room, Bingo, Children’s Games, Set-up or hourly
Clean-up. Preparations for the picnic begin late spring. If you’re 
interested in helping organize the picnic, please contact the office.


