
205.987.4030 • www.riverchaseumc.org

2020 GUIDE BOOK & DIRECTORY



Riverchase United Methodist Church Guide Book & Directory

1

Riverchase United Methodist Church
1953 Old Montgomery Hwy
Birmingham, AL 35244
Phone: (205) 987-4030
www.RiverchaseUMC.org

Follow us on Facebook
Riverchase United Methodist Church
YouTube Channel
Riverchase United Methodist Church
Twitter - Riverchase_UMC

Th e Great Commission
When Jesus returned to His Heavenly Father, He gave His followers and 
the apostles this Great Commission, “Therefore, go and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands 
I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.” Matthew 28: 19-20, NLT
Now we are the church, the body of Christ in the world. So, this is 
our commission, to take the “Joy of Christ” into our community and 
everywhere that Jesus places us. This guidebook gives us ways to 
connect with one another, to serve our community and invite others to 
experience the “Joy of Christ” and follow Him in love and service to our 
community.
As you see the names and contact information inside this guidebook, 
say a prayer for the people in our faith community. We are on a common 
journey to know and love God and one another more each day. These are 
more than just names and places. These are children of God who, like 
you and me, have hopes, hurts, and dreams that the body of Christ, His 
church right here in Riverchase, can serve. You are loved,

Pastor Richard
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Riverchase UMC’s Mission Information
Our 40th Year

Our Mission
“Sharing the Joy of Christ” (Matthew 28: 19-20)

Our Vision
Biblical, Radical Hospitality (1 Peter 4: 9-10)

Vision 2030
In the fall of 2018, Riverchase United Methodist Church assembled 
a Long Range Vision Team which spent a year taking an honest and 
prayerful look at our church and community, including attendance records, 
demographic studies and membership survey responses. They visited 
churches to see what others are doing well and prayed for wisdom and 
God’s direction. In the spring of 2019, they met for a two-day Vision 
Retreat where they continued to pray about the needs of the community, 
the strengths of the congregation, and the places they intersect.
Out of that process, the Long Range Vision Team identifi ed fi ve priorities 
which were presented to the Board of Stewards on October 20, 2019: 
Worship, Discipleship, Service, Next Generation, and Bigger Table.

• Worship: We value excellence in music and worship arts, 
hospitality, and Biblically based, relevant messages.

• Discipleship: We value Christian education and offer opportunities 
for all ages and levels of maturity to grow in faith.

• Service: We value serving our neighbors around the corner and 
around the globe with humility and compassion. Caring for the 
needs of others is a tangible expression of love.

• Next Generation: We value children, students, and young adults 
not just as the church of tomorrow but as the church of today.

• Bigger Table: We value diversity and seek to offer those who’ve 
had different life experiences than our own a place at our table.

Worship Schedule
TRADITIONAL WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY

 8:40 AM   9:40 AM 11:00 AM
Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube at 9:40 AM

Recorded service available to watch 24/7, on YouTube
MODERN WORSHIP IN THE GYM

11:00 AM
Livestreamed on FaceBook and YouTube

Recorded service available to watch 24/7, on YouTube
Worship Service - Spanish

Casa de Adoracion - Upper room
 12:30 PM
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Our Preaching Team
 Dr. Richard A. Hunter ......................................Lead Pastor
richardh@riverchaseumc.org
Richard became the Lead Pastor of Riverchase UMC 
in July of 2019. Previously, Richard was the Executive 
Director of New Church Development for the North Alabama 
Conference. He has served as Lead Pastor of churches in 

Georgia including Sugar Hill UMC, Snellville UMC and Hillside UMC. Richard 
grew up in Birmingham and is a graduate of Birmingham-Southern College, 
Candler School of Theology, and McCormick Theological Seminary. He and 
his wife Meri have two grown children and two grandchildren.

Rev. Clay Farrington ............................... Executive Pastor
clayf@riverchaseumc.org
Clay began his ministry at Riverchase UMC in July 2017, 
and leads the age-level ministries team. Prior to coming to 
Riverchase UMC, he spent two decades in youth ministry 
serving churches in three annual conferences. Clay 
received his Bachelor of Science Degree in Mechanical 

Engineering from Auburn University and his Master of Divinity from 
Asbury Theological Seminary. Clay and his wife Leigh Ann are parents to 
three children (Robert, Mac, and Charlie).

Rev. Nancy Harper ...................................................Pastor
nancyh@riverchaseumc.org
Nancy is the pastor and staff liaison for congregational care, 
directs the Care Team, and teaches Bible studies throughout 
the year. She and her husband Jim have been RUMC 
members since 1990. She graduated from a Methodist 
college (Morningside) in Iowa, and earned her Masters 

degree in Family and Child Development from Auburn University. After 17 
years on staff, she became a Licensed Local Pastor in April 2016. Jim works 
in healthcare development, and they have two sons and three grandchildren.

Rev. Ross Furio ..................................................Pastor
rossf@riverchaseumc.org
Ross began his ministry at Riverchase UMC in 
July 2019, and guides our mission projects and 
discipleship studies. Prior to coming to Riverchase 
UMC, he was in Dallas, Texas serving at Highland 
Park UMC and working towards his Master of Divinity. 
Ross received his Bachelor of Arts Degree in Religion 
from Birmingham Southern College, and his Master of 

Divinity from Perkins School of Theology. Ross and his wife Madison are 
parents to one golden retriever named Doc.
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Keith Owens ......................................................Pastor
Keith.owens@gmail.com
Keith began his ministry at Riverchase United 
Methodist Church in June 2019, having been 
a member at RUMC for many years. Prior to 
Riverchase, Keith served as an Itinerant Pastor 
for three years in the North Alabama Conference. 
Keith has a Bachelor of Science Degree from 

Auburn University, a Master of Business Administration Degree from the 
University of Alabama, Birmingham and is currently pursuing a Master of 
Divinity from Asbury Theological Seminary. Keith and his wife Kim have 
three grown children and one grandchild.

Dr. Richard A. Hunter........................Lead Pastor ...............(205) 397-3013
 Richardh@riverchaseumc.org
Rev. Clay Farrington ................. Executive Pastor ...............(205) 987-9348
 Clayf@riverchaseumc.org
Rev. Nancy Harper ....................................Pastor ...............(205) 397-3003
 Nancyh@riverchaseumc.org
Rev. Ross Furio .........................................Pastor ...............(205) 397-3004
 Rossf@riverchaseumc.org
Rev. John Ray ...........................................Pastor ...............(205) 987-4030
 Johnr@riverchaseumc.org
Rev. Fernando Del Castillo ....... Hispanic Ministry ...............(205) 739-0885
 fdc@casadeadoracion.us
Dr. Jeff Reynolds ...................... Minister of Music ...............(205) 987-4030
 Jeffr@riverchaseumc.org
Noel Johnson........... Director of Modern Worship ...............(205) 397-3005
 Noelj@riverchaseumc.org
Gina Horn .............. Director of Servant Ministries ...............(205) 987-4030
 Ginah@riverchaseumc.org
Scott Barnes .......... Director of Student Ministries ...............(205) 397-3007
 Scottb@riverchaseumc.org
Brittany Spain ..... High School Student Ministries ...............(205) 397-3007
 Brittanys@riverchaseumc.org
(vacant)............ Middle School Student Ministries ...............(205) 397-3007
 @riverchaseumc.org
Coach Paul Brown ............ Director of Recreation ...............(205) 987-5290
 Recreation@riverchaseumc.org
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160 Chandalar Place Drive • Pelham, AL 35124

“For All of Your Glass Needs”

Automotive • Residential  
Small Commercial

WWW . C A H A B A G L A S S C O . C O M

205-621-7355205-621-7355

Bible Basics: RP3
Read to Picture, to Ponder, to Put into action

FREE to download requirements from: www.praypub.org
For more information: 1-800-933-7729

Read Bible stories together with 
families, Sunday school classes, 
Scout groups ...anybody interested 
in the Bible!

For All Ages (Including Parents and Leaders)

Perfect for Campouts or Weekend Retreats 
(Three 45 Minute Long Sessions)

Bible-based Christian Education Programs

Patches & Pins 
Available for Purchase

New Patch Series From P.R.A.Y.
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Lanie Sweeney .......... Director of Adult Ministries ...............(205) 397-3012
 Lanies@riverchaseumc.org
Kristi Rodgers ....................... Minister of Children ...............(205) 397-3008
 Kristir@riverchaseumc.org
Cheryl Beckham ........................ Nursery Director ............... (205) 823-7100
 Cherylb@riverchaseumc.org
Adam Smith ......................... Day School Director ...............(205) 989-8070
 Adams@riverchaseumc.org
David McGarr ..............Communications Director ...............(205) 397-3019
 Davidm@riverchaseumc.org
Mary Anne Levet..............Business Administrator ...............(205) 397-3002
 Maryannel@riverchaseumc.org
Stephanie Fedor-Joseph ....... RUMC Counseling ...............(205) 520-1379
 Stephaniefedor@aol.com
Cindy Buchanan ............ Administrative Assistant ...............(205) 397-0933
 Cindyb@riverchaseumc.org
Cathy Hayhurst .................. Facilities Coordinator ...............(205) 987-4030
 Cathyh@riverchaseumc.org
Ruth Howald .................Membership & Database ...............(205) 987-4030
 Ruthh@riverchaseumc.org

 Children’s Choirs
Cherub Choir: This choir is for four and fi ve year-old children. Emphasis 

is on singing, movement, activities, playing rhythm instruments, and 
learning a few basic musical concepts.

God’s Kids Choir: This choir is for grades 1 and 2. Basic musical 
concepts are taught along with good vocal production and 
an introduction to the elements of worship. Special seasonal 
performances are scheduled throughout the year.

Joyful Noise Choir: This choir is for grades 3, 4, and 5 and provides 
a more advanced look at musical concepts, vocal production, and 
participation in worship. Special training is offered in playing Orff, 
rhythm, and musical instruments.

Children’s “Music Camp”: Each summer special training is offered to 
children in this one-week camp. Each child participates in choir, Bible 
study, and music theory. Instruction is offered in choral singing, voice, 
dance, guitar, hand chimes, handbells, Orff instruments, and drama. 
The week culminates in a concert.
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 Instrumental Music
The RUMC Orchestra: Rehearsing in the Sanctuary on Wednesday 

evenings at 6:00 PM, this group is open to high school and above. 
Basic skill in your instrument and the ability to sight read are necessary. 
Included are brass, woodwinds, and percussion. The ensemble plays 
frequently for worship services and presents seasonal programs.

Riverchase Praise Band: This vocal and instrumental praise band 
provides special music and accompaniment for our Modern Worship 
service each Sunday morning at 11:00 AM in The Gym.

Children’s Handbells: is designed to teach the basics of holding and ringing 
handbells. Students also receive instruction in music reading (theory). 
This group is for children in grades 3-5 with some or no experience.

Youth Handbells: explores advanced ringing techniques and reading. 
Youth handbell members should be able to read music in the treble 
and/or bass clef. Experience in ringing is preferred but not required. 
This group is for students in grades 6-12.

 Celebration Ringers: An intermediate handbell choir for teens and 
adults. Ringing experience is not required but the ability read music is 
necessary. Rehearsals are Wednesdays at 6:00 in the Handbell Room.

Riverchase Chancel Ringers: An advanced handbell choir for adults. 
Ringing experience is not necessary but helpful. The ability to read music 
is required. Rehearsals are Tuesdays at 7:00 in the Handbell Room.

 Adult Choirs
Sanctuary Choir: This choir provides music for traditional worship services. 

Open to singers 18 and older, the Sanctuary Choir not only leads 
our congregation in worship each week, but also performs special 
presentations and generally two major works with orchestra each year. 
No audition is required, though a basic knowledge of reading music is 
very helpful. New members are always welcome into this warm and 
friendly group. Rehearsals are on Wednesdays at 7:00 PM in the Choral 
Rehearsal Room.

Chamber Choir: This auditioned group of 20 singers performs regularly 
in concerts and worship. Rehearsals are Wednesdays at 8:15 PM.
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Riverchase Fine Arts Academy
Riverchase Fine Arts Academy welcomes students of all ages in piano, guitar, 
percussion, beginning and intermediate art, voice, and band instruments. All 
instructors are degreed. For more information, go to the church’s website or 
email Kathy Carlisle Wallace at carlisle.kathy@gmail.com

Modern Worship
Come as you are to RUMC’s Modern Worship! We are a friendly, relaxed, 
multi-generational community that enjoys a contemporary-style service. Join 
us as we worship our Creator and Share the Joy of Christ with our Praise Band 
and uplifting sermons. We welcome you Sundays at 11:00 AM in The Gym.

 Recreation Ministry
Many recreation and fi tness opportunities are available at RUMC. 
Riverchase Rebounders children’s basketball is offered every Fall/Winter. 
The children learn about the Joy of Christ while building basketball skills. 
Try one of our many classes including Yoga, Pilates, Wake Up and 
Workout Fitness, running groups and more. The Men’s Basketball League 
happens every Spring and is a great opportunity for fellowship and 
being active. Details of our programs, class schedule, and other important 
information is available on our website at www.riverchaseumc.org/recreation 
and our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/RUMCRec.

 Singles Ministry
We provide activities for single adults including a fi rst and third Tuesday 
night fellowship where singles gather together for a time of food, worship, 
and service activities. Singles also enjoy special outings and other Adult 
Ministry events.
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Douglas Cooling & Heating

www.calldouglas.net • richard@douglascoolingandheating.com

J. Richard Douglas Jr.

8752 Helena Road • Pelham,  Alabama 35124 • 205-988-3706

Cooling • Heating • Geothermal • Electrical • Water
Heating • Generators • Residential & Commercial

A family owned local business serving
our neighbors since 1972

AL# 84086

RealtySouth™

Family of Ser vices

25+ years experience as a trusted 
Realtor listing and selling homes

Over-the-Mountain and Shelby County

www.lynncoffey.realtysouth.com

205-999-0354

Top Producer and
New Agent Mentor

Lynn Coffey
An RUMC member
Sanctuary Choir member
Riverchase Ringer
lcoffey@realtysouth.com

Rick Hershey, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

3659 Lorna Road Suite 153
Hoover, AL 35216
205-733-1669
www.edwardjones.com
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Missions and Outreach
Outreach at RUMC might be defi ned as the act of extending God’s love 
and our service beyond our own walls. Contact one of these individuals, 
or one of our Pastors, to volunteer.

Monthly Mission Focus
January: United Methodist Children’s Home – Support local efforts to 

minister to foster children in group homes. 
 www.umchildrenshome.org, or contact Clay Farrington,  

(205) 987-4030
February: Safe Place – provide an immediate place of safety for 

vulnerable people, often victims of abuse or sexual assault, in 
South Africa. Contact Ross Furio, (205) 987-4030

March: Christian’s Place Mission – provide food, clothing, and spiritual 
guidance in rural Nauvoo, AL. Email cpmission123@gmail.com, 
or call Ann Mitchell, (205) 410-4117

April: World Vision – help children, families, and their communities 
overcome poverty and injustice, around the world. Contact 
Ross Furio, (205) 987-4030

May: Oak Mountain Mission – provide food, clothing, household 
items, furniture, and fi nancial assistance to those in need in 
Shelby County and the Greater Birmingham area. Contact 
Terry Standridge, (205) 991-7143

June: Urban Ministry – distribute food and clothing, and maintain a 
work garden, in Birmingham’s West End. Contact Ross Furio, 
(205) 987-4030

July: Backpack Ministry – provide food to children in need in local 
schools. Contact Debra Taylor, (205) 991-7360

August: Habitat for Humanity – build affordable housing for low-
income persons. Contact Clint Bruess, (205) 987-9448

September: Greater St. John Baptist Church – GSJB has partnered 
with RUMC to spread the love and joy of Christ in our 
communities. Contact Beth Aho, (205) 541-9752 or Tim Aho, 
(205) 789-8723

October: Zoe Children’s Tribe – rescue, love and train orphaned and 
vulnerable children in Kenya. Contact Ross Furio, (205) 987-4030

November: Angel Tree – providing Christmas gifts for needy families. 
Contact Amy & Mark Luther, (205) 369-9753

December: Lucy’s Kids at Hope Community Centre – sponsoring homeless 
children in Kenya. Contact Gay Blalock, (205) 706-8969
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 On Our Campus
Career Assistance Ministry - Job networking assistance. Contact 

Mike Coffey, (205) 999-2229
Hispanic Ministry - Tutor in English, using computer programs or 

other needs. Contact Leonor Del Castillo, (205) 739-0885
Scouting - Tiger, Cub, and Boy Scouts. Contact Glen Helms,

(205) 492-7181, Girl Scouts. Contact Cynthia Stafford, (205) 410-4715
Lifegate - Food, clothing, fi nancial assistance for families in crisis.
 Contact Ross Furio, (205) 987-4030
Care Packages - For RUMC Freshmen. Contact Martha Storm,

(205) 837-9164

In Our Community
The Foundry - Helps restore hope for those who have been addicted or 

incarcerated. Contact Jim Seale, (205) 903-6539
Church of the Reconciler - Multicultural downtown church that 

serves the homeless. Contact Ross Furio, (205) 987-4030
Family Connection - Tutoring and befriending children in Shelby 

County’s Youth Home. Contact Alden Snow, (205) 401-8070
A Promise to Help - Medical equipment and supplies for those in 

need. Contact Dennis Hutchinson, (205) 821-0025
Meals on Wheels - Deliver hot meals to needy and shut-ins. Contact 

Ross Furio, (205) 987-4030
Disaster Response Teams/Cutters for Christ - Contact Bob 

Thompson, (205) 276-3030
Kairos - A ministry to incarcerated men. Contact Glenn Sheffi eld,

(205) 482-5067
Lord’s Ladies - Christian care packages for female prisoners. Contact Jill 

Varney, (205) 821-2498
First Light Shelter - Serving homeless women and children 

downtown. Contact Blair Sandford, (205) 383-6164

 For Our Older Adults
Good Samaritans - Help residents during worship services at assisted 

living/ nursing homes. Contact Cecil Reynolds, (205) 790-8423
Travel Assistance - Take homebound to doctor’s appointments. 

Contact Gayle Bingham, (205) 901-7836
Homebound Visitation - Visit homes of those unable to come to 

church. Contact Debby Kristofco, (205) 876-4102

International Outreach
Nigeria Bible Translation Project - Help eight language groups receive 

their fi rst ever translation of Scripture! Ross Furio, (205) 987-4030
LIV-Village - Placing orphaned and vulnerable children into a family 

environment in South Africa. Ross Furio, (205) 987-4030
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Adult Sunday School
We offer a variety of adult Sunday school classes at both 8:40 
and 9:40 AM. There are groups for both singles and couples 
from young adult through retirement. Brochures describing the 
Sunday school classes and giving specifi c times and meeting 
places are available in all the lobbies and information racks. A 
complete list is also available on our church website.

Adult Bible Study
In addition to Sunday school, we also offer a variety 

of Bible studies throughout the year. Most classes are offered on 
Wednesday or Sunday evenings, but there are also day classes and other 
evening groups. Both in-depth (DISCIPLE) and short-term studies are 
available. Check the worship guides or our website for details.

 Fellowship Ministries
Fellowship Dinners - Each Wednesday (except in summer) RUMC 

offers dinner in The Gym at a reasonable price from 4:45-6:00 PM. 
Following the meal, various studies and programs are offered. Other 
food and fellowship events are held throughout the year such as the 
Adult Christmas Dinner and the Cajun Feast.

Lunch Bunch and Day Trippers - On the second Tuesday of each 
month, the Lunch Bunch gathers to enjoy fellowship, lunch, and a guest 
speaker. The fourth week of each month, the Day Trippers board the 
church bus for a visit to places of interest and to enjoy a meal together.

Prayer Ministries - Prayer underlies and supports all the ministries 
and programs of our church. We have a prayer room, Healing 
Services, prayer groups, and we solicit prayer requests weekly.

Stitchers / Needle and Thread - This group meets fi rst and third 
Tuesdays for a time of fellowship as they work on handcrafts for 
missions and learn new skills for personal projects.

Support Groups - Include various groups like Grief Support, Celebrate 
Recovery, and AA. See bulletin or website for details of current offerings.

United Methodist Women (UMW) - The UMW 
meets in monthly Circles (small groups) and in larger 
quarterly meetings. The Circles meet on various days 
and times to offer mission & educational experiences, 
and reading groups for women of all ages.
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United Methodist Men (UMM) - A monthly Sunday morning 
breakfast offers men of the church the opportunity for fellowship, 
study, programs, and project planning. The UMM support the church 
and its missions through their service projects.

WAWA’s (Women Attending Worship Alone) - This group provides 
fellowship for women through quarterly outings to area events.

Women’s Ministry - Monthly events are planned to encourage women 
of all ages and stages of life to strengthen their relationship with 
Jesus Christ. Fellowship and outreach opportunities along with small 
group studies are offered.

 Student Ministries
Stay connected to all things RSM at: www.riverchasestudents.com
The mission of Riverchase Student Ministries is to Share the Joy of Christ 
by striving to grow in our personal relationships with Christ, and with each 
other. Sunday Mornings, during the Sunday school hour, we offer “20 ‘Til” 
which meets, conveniently, at 9:40 AM in the Student Center. All students 
meet together fi rst for a message and then break into separate middle-
school and high-school discussion groups.

High School
Sunday Nights - On Sunday evenings, we have in-home small 
groups that meet throughout our community. Our small groups are 
divided by grade and gender. These groups provide an opportunity 
for students to grow in community with one another and grow in their 
relationship with the Lord. Information on locations and times can be 
found at riverchasestudents.com
Wednesday Nights (6 – 7:30 PM) - RSM @ Night is a time for 
our students to come and unwind in the middle of the week. Our high 
school students have a time of light worship, a devotional, and then 
they break up into girls and guys Bible studies.
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Middle School
Sunday Nights – On Sunday evenings, our middle school students 
meet in The Gym from 5 PM - 7 PM. During that time, our students 
play games, have a lesson, and meet in small groups. It is an 
awesome way to start the week off.
Wednesday Nights (6 - 7:30 PM) – RSM @ Night for middle 
school students is high energy with games and Bible study. Jesus and 
dodgeball are a great combination!

 Children’s Ministry
The goal of the Children’s Ministry is to develop and affi rm a solid Christian 
foundation in all children through meaningful faith-based activities, Bible 
studies and missions; so that they may grow in their relationship with God 
and be empowered to Share the Joy of Christ with others.

www.riverchaseumc.org/children
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL – Sundays at 9:40 AM

Children ages 3 through 5th grade learn the story of our Christian 
faith through age-appropriate activities, storytelling and hands 
on experiences. We meet in small groups based on grade in our 
classrooms, and also enjoy a large group experience of worship, 
scripture and Bible truths with all ages together! You can come to any 
Children’s Check-in locations for classroom information.

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP EXPERIENCE – Sundays at 11:00 AM
For children ages 3 to 2nd Grade
Occurs during both 11:00 AM worship services. We gather in Room 
168 at 10:50 AM before going to the Children’s Worship Center for 
a time of age-appropriate worship and lessons. We offer a time of 
prayer and offertory to prepare the children for when they attend 
service with their parents. Pickup is in the Children’s Worship Center.

WEDNESDAY EVENING ACTIVITIES – 6:00 PM - 7:15 PM
For children ages 3 to 5th Grade
Children experience a rotation of Bible Study, Missions and Games! 
Choir and Handbells are also offered to children on Wednesday 
nights. Please register online.

SPECIAL EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
Easter Faith Walk & Egg Hunt, Vacation Bible School, Mission 
Possible Week, Cookies and Cocoa with Santa, ADVENT-ure at 
Angel Workshop. Online registration required for most events.
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 Nursery
The Nursery is provided for children up to age three on Sunday morning 
and on Wednesday evenings. It is also available during other special church 
events. Questions or comments may be directed to Cheryl Beckham, 
Nursery Coordinator, Cherylb@RiverchaseUMC.org

 Riverchase Day School
www.riverchasedayschool.com

Riverchase Day School has been serving families 
in the community since 1992. Our loving, caring, 
enthusiastic teachers are wonderful at instilling 
confi dence and sharing Christ with young children. 
We proudly offer a fun and safe environment for 
children ages 6 months to Kindergarten. Our infants 
and toddlers (up to 35 months) have a 2-day, 3-day 
or 5-day option. The 3K and 4K preschool classes 
also have a 4-day option.
Our school year runs from August to May and follows the Hoover School 
System Calendar for holidays and closings. Class time is from 9:00 AM 
to 1:00 PM with an optional (for a fee) early arrival at 8:00 AM and late 
stay till 3:00 PM. Kindergarten stays until 3:00 PM every Tuesday and 
Wednesday. Fall registration begins in late January. For information on 
registration and tuition, call the Day School offi ce 989-8070, or go to
www.riverchasedayschool.com.

Tried-N-True (TNT) Children’s Consignment 
Sale: RDS sponsors the TNT consignment sale twice 
a year (once in the spring and once in the fall). This 
fundraiser is open to sellers and shoppers community-
wide. Proceeds benefi t the Day School, The Charlie 

Jean Foundation, children’s programs and missions. For sale dates and 
more, go to www.riverchase-tnt.com

 Counseling
Since 1991, The Counseling Center has sought to provide 
confi dential, professional counseling services as a ministry 
of Riverchase United Methodist Church. Appointments 
can be made by contacting Stephanie Fedor-Joseph 
(stephaniefedor@aol.com) at (205) 520-1379. Stephanie’s 
hours are Monday – Thursday from 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM.
Fees are based on a sliding scale according to your income.
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Hours of Operation
When is the church offi ce open? Hours are 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

each weekday. Holiday exceptions are posted.

What time are worship services? Traditional services in the 
Sanctuary are at 8:40, 9:40, and 11:00 AM. Contemporary Worship 
is also at 11:00 AM, in The Gym. Hispanic worship is at 12:30 PM in 
The Upper Room.

Major Life Events
How does the church learn about our new baby? Please call 

the church offi ce at (205) 987-4030 with this important news! Our 
ministers and lay pastor visitation team would like to know in time 
to visit in the hospital and deliver a special gift from the church. The 
next Sunday, a rose will be placed on the altar to honor this new life, 
along with a bulletin announcement. Family members may take the 
keepsake rosebud home following the 11:00 AM service.

How do I schedule a baptism? Please call Cindy Buchanan 
 (205) 397-0933 in the church offi ce to arrange these events. We 

try not to schedule baptisms on Communion Sundays, which are 
generally the fi rst Sunday of the month.

How do I schedule a wedding? RUMC members may schedule 
weddings after being members for at least one year. Wedding 
planning packets (including fees) are available on the church website.

What should I do in the event of hospitalization? Please call 
the church offi ce at (205) 987-4030 so that the ministers and lay 
pastor visitation team can be notifi ed, and so we can add you to the 
prayer list. Hospitals will not call us.

How do I plan a funeral? Please call the church offi ce at (205) 987-4030 
to notify the pastoral team and speak to a pastor.

Whom do I notify when I move or have other personal 
information changes? Please contact Cindy Buchanan or 

 Ruth Howald in the church offi ce so that they can update our 
database, Cindyb@RiverchaseUMC.org or (205) 397-0933, or 
Ruthh@RiverchaseUMC.org.



Riverchase United Methodist Church Guide Book & Directory

17

Facility Use and Calendar
Ministry activities keep our campus very busy, but Riverchase UMC may 
be available for other events by advance reservation. To reserve a space, 
or inquire about building use, please contact the facilities coordinator, 
Cathy Hayhurst, at (205) 987-4030, or email at cathyh@riverchaseumc.org. 
Some meetings and events may be subject to room, custodial or kitchen 
coordinator fees.

Can outside groups use church facilities?
Church related activities and events always take priority. However, 
based on availability, outside groups can request use of our facilities. 
Use of RUMC facilities may be subject to room rental and other fees.

Can church equipment such as tables and chairs be borrowed from 
RUMC?

No, we do not allow use of equipment off campus.

How do I get an event, activity or announcement listed in the 
Bulletin?

Activities and events must fi rst be scheduled through the facilities 
coordinator and is subject to space availability. Once reserved, 
contact Cindy Buchanan at Cindyb@Riverchaseumc.org for Bulletin 
announcements and David McGarr at davidm@Riverchaseumc.org 
for website announcements.

Financial Matters
How can I make my tithes & offering gifts to the church?

• Drop your envelope or check in the offering plate, or bring it to the 
church offi ce

• Mail your envelope or check to the church offi ce, Attn: Mary Anne 
Levet

• Online through our ENGAGE platform:
https://engage.suran.com/rumcal

• TEXT to give: text BLDG and an amount, or BUDGET and an 
amount, to (205) 253-7030

 For questions about ENGAGE or TEXT giving, contact Ruth Howald, 
ruthh@riverchaseumc.org.

What if I have questions about my pledge, my gifts to the 
church or my offering envelopes? Mary Anne Levet, 

 (205) 397-3002, can answer these and all other fi nancial questions.


