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St. Thomas More Catholic Church
10205 N FM 620, Austin, Texas 78726
 Pastoral Office Phone = 512-258-1161

Religious Education Office = 512-258-1944
Preschool Office = 512-258-1721

Main FAX = 512-258-8812; RE/Preschool FAX = 512-331-9248

Meet our Clergy

 Fr. Michael J. O’Connor Fr. Jared Cooke Fr. Andrew Dinh
 Pastor Parochial Vicar Parochial Vicar
 (512)258-1161 x213 (512)258-1161 x215 (512)258-1161 x321
 frmichael@stmaustin.org frjared@stmaustin.org frandrew@stmaustin.org

Deacons

 Mike Gesch Tom Johnson Dan Lupo Tom Mallinger
 (512)431-3117 (512)249-5469 (512)925-3214 (512)751-4999

  

 Pat O’Beirne Pete Schwab Thomas Suniga
 (512)517-6339 (512)925-3246 (512)799-7472
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St. Thomas More Catholic Church
10205 N FM 620, Austin, Texas 78726

512-258-1161 (Pastoral Office) | 512-258-1944 (Religious Education Office) | 512-258-8812 (FAX)
www.stmaustin.org | facebook.com/stmaustin.org | Twitter @stmaustin.org

www.flocknote.com/stmaustin/AllParishNews | myParish App – St. Thomas More in Austin

Pastoral Office .........................................................................................................512-258-1161
Office Hours:
Monday to Friday: 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 to 5:00 p.m.

Religious Education Office ...................................................................................512-258-1944
Office hours during the school year:
Monday: 9:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday: 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Friday: 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Office hours during the summer:
June: closed- you may leave a message and calls
 will be returned.
July & August: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Preschool ..................................................................................................................512-258-1721
Holy Family Catholic School ................................................................................512-246-4455

Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 10:45 a.m.
 12:30 p.m., 5:00 p.m. (Life Teen Mass)
Monday through Friday: 8:30 a.m.
Wednesday: 8:30 a.m., 6:30 p.m.
Holy Days: Please check with the parish website,
 bulletin, or Pastoral Office for times.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Wednesday: After 8:30 a.m. Mass and after 6:30 p.m.
Saturday: 3:30 to 4:45 p.m.
 Or by appointment by calling 512-258-1161

Reaching a Priest: .................................................... To reach a priest during office hours, please 
 call the parish office 512-258-1161. To reach a 
 priest after office hours, please call 
 512-258-1161 Opt. 1

Adoration: ................................................................Every day in the church behind the altar from
 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Gift Store Hours:
Saturday: 4:00 to 6:30 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 to 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (summer hours may vary)

Websites of Interest:
Diocese of Austin: www.austindiocese.org
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: www.usccb.org
Vatican Website: www.vatican.va
Holy Family Catholic School: www.holyfamilycs.org
St. Dominic Savio Catholic High School www.saviochs.org
Bible Online (NAB Version): www.usccb.org/nab/bible/index.shtml
Catechism of the Catholic Church: www.usccb.org/catechism/text/
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Welcome to St. Thomas More 
On behalf of the St. Thomas More Community, we would like to welcome you to our parish. We invite you to engage in 
the life of this vibrant Catholic community!  There is something for everyone here — worship, prayer, service, and 
ways to grow in fellowship, friendship, and the Catholic Faith. We are glad that you would come and visit our 
community. 
 

Parish Mission  
We the Catholic Community of St. Thomas More strive to deepen our spiritual growth through the celebration of 
the Word and the Sacraments, to continue the mission of Jesus Christ through our time, talent, and treasure. We 

encounter others with joy, unity, and respect that lead to transformed lives.  
 
 

Ministry Groupings 
 

       
 

        
 

      
 

        
 

 

Are you a Volunteer … Or a Steward?  
 

Being a volunteer is not the same as being a Steward. A steward embraces the call from the Holy Spirit to use our 
God given gifts out of love for our neighbors and support our Parish Mission. If we live as good faithful stewards 
our goal of becoming Christ like follows. Being a steward is not just volunteering where you are completing a 
routine or obligation, rather it is cultivating our gifts and talents to produce everlasting treasures. Each of us has a 
set of gifts that allow us to fulfill our baptismal commitment and give back to others. Please help us to welcome this 
change of term at St. Thomas More and know that you are more than a volunteer, you are a Steward building up 
the Kingdom of God.  
  
All our ministries are tied to the concept of Stewardship. How we share our Time, Talents and Treasure 
reflects on how we live out the Gospel of Jesus Christ in our daily lives. 
 



4

St. Thomas More Faith Community Guide Book & Directory

Stewardship & Discipleship – What are my Gifts?
“There are different kinds of Spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit, there are different workings but the same 

God who produces all of them in everyone.” - 1 Corinthians 12:4
Intention

Our goal as a Catholic faith community is to provide the structure and opportunities to help each and every one of us 
grow into true disciples of Jesus Christ. As an aid for this journey of growth, we invite you to live out your faith actively 
in this parish community.

Every member of our parish is challenged to live their Catholic faith to the fullest by reaching out to others and focusing 
less on self. We are called to share our gifts with the community so that they may serve the needs of all. A true disciple 
has no other choice.

It Starts with Discipleship
A Christian disciple is a follower of Jesus Christ. Sometimes we are tempted to prefer a comfortable and convenient 
discipleship. However, Jesus says, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross 
daily and follow me.” Christian discipleship involves sacrifice. When we make a conscious decision to follow Jesus Christ, 
no matter the cost to ourselves, we take on the lifestyle of stewardship. A Christian steward is one who realizes the fact 
that everything ultimately belongs to God. Even we ourselves belong to God. We are accountable to God for what we do 
with the gifts He has entrusted to us. Jesus says, “From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required.”

How Do I Discern My Gifts?
A talent or gift is a characteristic feature, aptitude, or disposition of a person. We can discern the many gifts/talents that God 
has bestowed upon us by identifying these factors: It is something you can do or learn easily, You feel strong when you do it, 
It comes naturally to you, It brings joy to you and others, You look forward to doing it, Time seems to fly when you’re doing it, 
After you’ve expressed your talent you feel fulfilled, or After you’ve expressed a talent you look forward to doing it again.

Common List of Gifts and Talents that may describe you:
Administration - The Holy Spirit enables some individuals to motivate, direct and inspire God’s people in such a way 

that they voluntarily and harmoniously work together to do the Church’s work effectively. This gift involves being 
able to put things together, tie up all the “loose ends” and get things done and setting a pattern for others to follow. 
Adeptness at financing, planning, organizing, delegating responsibilities and problem-solving can be indications of 
the gift of administration.

Evangelization - The  Holy Spirit enables individuals to share the Gospel with others in such a way that they come to 
know God. To exercise the gift of evangelism is to share one’s faith within and beyond the parish. This gift involves an 
unabashed willingness to share the Good News and one’s personal faith journey.

Encouragement - Empow ered by the Holy Spirit, some persons are called to stand beside other people who are in 
need and bring comfort, counsel and encouragement so they feel helped. To exercise the gift of encouragement is 
to call forth the best from others. This gift involves helping others to be more dedicated in living out their faith, 
bolstering them up when they are discouraged or downhearted and challenging them to see the goals to which God 
calls them.

Faith - The Holy Spir it provides individuals with extraordinary confidence in God’s promises, power, and presence so 
that they can take heroic stands for the future of God’s work in the church and faith community. This gift involves a 
healthy prayer life, sensitivity to the will of God and a firm trust that God will come through, even when there is no 
concrete evidence.

Healing - The Holy Sp irit leads some individuals to aid in restoring people who are sick. To exercise the gift of healing 
is to pray not necessarily for a cure but for God’s help for the sufferer that something of good may come out of the 
distress. This gift involves a healthy prayer life, confidence in God’s power to provide courage in suffering, and 
wellness of spirit regardless of the condition of the body or mind.

Hospitality - A conce rn for the comfort of others may be a manifestation of the gift of hospitality. This gift involves 
having a knack for making people at ease, enjoying being in the presence of strangers and a welcoming spirit.

Intercession - Eviden ces of the gift of intercession would be having the mindset for being instantly in prayer for a 
person or situation, having confidence that God acts in response to our prayers, being patient and persistent in prayer 
even when change is not evident and having a continuing sense of responsibility to pray for people and situations.

Mercy - The Holy Spir it provides individuals with exceptional empathy and compassion for those who are weak or 
suffering so that they can devote large amounts of time and energy to alleviate these conditions. To exercise the gift 
of mercy is to relate to others in kindness and compassion. This gift involves continual readiness to forgive those who 
have erred, comfort the bereaved, help those who face a crisis, minister to the sick, become a peacemaker or offer 
assistance to those in need.

Leadership - The gift of servant leadership allows individuals to assume responsibility for the leadership and guidance 
of a group within the church. It includes leading, facilitating, counseling and providing a pastoral presence for various 
parish programs.

Service - To exercise  the gift of service is to identify closely with the needs and problems of others, not providing 
answers or solutions, but being willing to work with them, no matter how small or how big the task may be. This gift 
involves a willingness to “pitch in” and do whatever is needed, no matter how detailed or tedious the task.

Teaching - The Holy S pirit enables some individuals to communicate so that others can learn. To exercise the gift of teaching 
one effectively imparts information or proclaims precepts of our Catholic faith either orally, visually or by example.
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*New Orders Only. Original coupon required. Call for details. Expires 9/30/19.

We Offer
Military Discounts!

(512) 843-7130

Our promise to you is that you’ll LOVE our People, Products, Process & Pricing.™
A better home begins with beldon.™

A U S T I N

CALL NOW FOR A
FREE IN-HOME
CONSULTATION

CLOG-FREE
GUTTERS
CLOG-FREE

GUTTERS

$100
DISCOUNT*

on top of our current
advertised offer!

Keep your hands 
out of the Gutter!
Cleaning out gutters is a dirty job! Prevent clogged gutters!

Products
Available from 
Beldon Austin
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Matching Your Gifts to St. Thomas More Ministries
The St. Thomas More community provides many services and ministries to help you and your family grow in your faith. A parish-wide Time, Talent, 
and Treasure commitment is done each year during the Fall. You can sign up for ministries at any time during the year by contacting a ministry 
leader, or through the parish website (www.stmaustin.org). 

The chart below provides a listing of gifts and talents and suggestions of STM Ministry Groups where those gifts and talents would be very useful. 
Descriptions of each STM ministry are provided in the pages that follow in this Guidebook.

St. Thomas More Ministry Clusters 
 

This chart highlights ministry clusters 
where your gifts & talents could be 
useful! 
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Administration / Organization       
Creativity         
Evangelization - Sharing Christ with Others   
Encouragement         
Faith / Intercession     
Good with Children             
Healing           
Hospitality         
Leadership       
Mercy / Compassion / Caregiving         
Pastoring / Shepherding       
Scripture / Church Teachings     
Service       
Teaching           
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Giving Back to God Because We Have Received 
What do we think when the collection plate comes around at Mass or we are invited to renew our financial 
commitment to St. Thomas More? Many of us may think, “Here they go again, asking for more money,” or, 
“Why should I give, there are others who I never see put anything in the basket?” For those who are faithful 
stewards of God’s gifts, however, we don’t ask “Why?” but “Why Wouldn’t I?” 

If we truly believe in the Gospel message Jesus proclaimed and embrace our Christian call to live as Jesus 
lived and taught, then giving all our gifts, including our financial gifts, would be a logical and welcomed 
exercise in the living out of our Christian/Catholic faith. As true Christians, the US Bishops wrote in their 
Pastoral Letter, “Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response,” if we are followers of Jesus (disciples) we must 
“Receive God’s gifts gratefully, cultivate them responsibly, share them lovingly in justice with others, and 
return them with increase to the Lord.” Note that the bishops do not say all our gifts except our money. They 
also do not say to give our money and we don’t have to volunteer or use our time to spend with God in prayer. 
No, all we have, our time, our talents/skills, our money/possessions, even our next breath, are all gifts from 
God. Nothing is ours to keep. We come into this world with nothing and leave this world taking nothing with 
us. Everything belongs to God. We are merely caretakers, stewards, of everything from the earth and its 
resources to the money we earn from using the talents and skills God has given us. 

Once we recognize how abundantly blessed we are by God, how inexhaustibly generous God is to us, we 
should feel compelled to thank God for what we have received. How do we thank God? Jesus is clear about 
this, we thank God by sharing what we have been given with others and returning a fitting portion back to God 
out of our gratitude, not out of a sense of obligation, guilt, or embarrassment as the basket goes by. Our gifts 
should not be the change in our pocket or what is left over after our bills are paid, but a deliberate, planned, 
sacrificial, and prayerfully reached decision. The idea of a tithe (10%) is taken from the Old Testament. The 
New Testament instructs us that the “tithe” is merely the beginning not the goal! In Acts 4:32, we see how we 
are to live as a community of believers, a parish, as members of St. Thomas More Church: “The group of 
believers was one in mind and heart. No one said that any of their belongings was their own, but they all 
shared with one another everything they had.” 

We invite you to prayerfully reflect on how you are currently thanking God, through your faith community at 
St. Thomas More, for all you have been given. The table below is based on the biblical tithe of 10% and is 
merely an example to assist you. You should base your gifts on your personal gratitude to God and as the Holy 
Spirit prompts you through prayer. In recognition of Jesus’ call to share our gifts abundantly with others, you
are encouraged to give, based on the biblical tithe, 5% to St. Thomas More, 1% to our diocesan Catholic
Services Appeal, and 4% to other charities. If giving 10% or more of your income is too much of a hardship 
now, consider increasing your current gifts 1% or 2% annually. 

Sharing your Gift of Treasure using the Biblical Tithe
Household Gross Income Examples Suggested Weekly Contribution
Hourly Weekly Monthly Yearly 5% to parish 1% to CSA 4% to other

$7.25 $290 $1,250 $15,000 $14 $3 $12

$24.00 $962 $4,165 $50,000 $48 $10 $38

$28.90 $1,154 $5,000 $60,000 $58 $12 $46

$33.50 $1,345 $5,835 $70,000 $67 $13 $54

$48.00 $1,925 $8,335 $100,000 $96 $19 $77

$72.10 $2,885 $12,500 $150,000 $144 $29 $115

$100.00 $3,846 $16,667 $200,000 $192 $38 $154
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Main Contacts: 
Jennifer Fangman (Director of Liturgy) ...................... Phone: 512-258-1161 ext.225 ...... E-mail: jfangman@stmaustin.org
Jerin Higgins (Assistant Director of Liturgy) .............. Phone: 512-258-1161 ext.313 .........E-mail: jhiggins@stmaustin.org
Ren MacNary (Director of Music) ...............................  Phone: 512-258-1161 ext. 219 ..............E-mail: ren@stmaustin.org
Karen Lawson (Director of Contemporary Music) ...... Phone: 512-258-1161 ext. 237 .................. E-mail: karen@stmaustin.org

Altar Server Ministry
• Altar servers assist the Priest and Deacon during the Mass.
• This ministry involves one major training session a year. Ongoing education and support are offered throughout the year.
• After attending the initial training, Altar Servers are scheduled to serve once or twice a month at the Mass of their choice.
• The ministry is open to youths in fourth grade through high school.

Art and Environment Ministry
• The Art and Environment ministry assists in decorating the worship space according to the liturgical seasons.
• The time commitment varies based on the liturgical calendar, but the greatest need for help is right before Christmas 

and Easter.
• This ministry is open to anyone, though some heavy lifting and climbing is occasionally required.

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
• Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion assist in the distribution of the Body and Blood of Christ during Mass.
• This ministry involves one major training session a year.
• After attending the initial training, ministers are scheduled to serve once or twice a month at the Mass of their choice.
• All adult ministers (over 18 years old) must be Ethics and Integrity in Ministry certified.

Hospitality Ministry
• The Hospitality Ministry is a combination of Greeter and Usher.
• This ministry involves one major training session a year.
• After attending the initial training, ministers are scheduled to serve once or twice a month at the Mass of their 

choice.
• This ministry is open to anyone and is a great family ministry. Children younger than 12 years old serve alongside 

their parents.
• All adult ministers (over 18 years old) must be Ethics and Integrity in Ministry certified.

Lector Ministry
• Lectors proclaim the Word of God during Mass.
• This ministry involves one major training session a year.
• After attending the initial training, Lectors are scheduled to serve once every 4-8 weeks at the Mass of their choice.
• This ministry is open to teenagers and adults who have been confirmed, and adults must be in full communion with 

the Church.
• All adult ministers (over 18 years old) must be Ethics and Integrity in Ministry certified.

Linen Care Ministry
• Linen Care ministers reverently clean the sacred linens and towels used during Mass.
• After attending an initial training, ministers are scheduled according to their availability, serving approximately 6-8 

times per year.
Audio Ministry

• The Audio Ministry facilitates the use of, or operates the audio equipment, in support of all Masses and various 
special events. Our primary purpose is to enhance the hearing of “the Word of God,” the homily, and collective 
worship through inspirational music. Training and mentoring is provided as needed.

• Audio Ministers work closely with the Music Ministry during Mass, and usually serve one or two times per month.
• Audio Ministers should:

• Have a good sense of hearing.
• Understand (or be willing to learn) the basic characteristics of human speech and musical sounds.
• Must be alert to what is happening during the service, listen carefully to ensure a pleasing tonal blend, clarity and 

volume of sound, and learn how to operate sophisticated electronic equipment.
• The Audio Ministry is open to participation by any adults and responsible teens, with some knowledge of music and/

or electronic equipment, and who can ensure transportation to their assigned Masses.
Music Ministry

• The Music Ministry strives to encourage deeper prayer and participation in the Liturgy throughout the year by 
singing, playing and joyously leading the congregation in song during Mass. We sing to the Lord, we bring Music to 
the Community, and we have fun!
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Personalized & Comfortable Lifetime Dental Care

Proudly Serving Central Texas Since 

Scott Smith, DDS
Parishioner

Steven Stancey, DDS
Parishioner

Cedar Park
901 Cypress Creek Road, Suite 203

-

   

www.prepaidfunerals.texas.gov

COOK-WALDEN CHAPEL OF THE HILLS
Funeral Home 

AUSTIN
CookWaldenChapeloftheHills.com

512-335-1155

The celebration of a lifetime 
BEGINS HERE.  

From catering to calla lilies, your  
Dignity Memorial® professionals can 
help you coordinate every detail of a 
truly memorable send-off. 

Come and join the Flores Family!
Breakfast

Saturday & Sunday 9am-2pm &
10am-2pm (Dripping Springs)

Lunch Specials
Monday - Friday $7.99 11am to 3pm

Full Bar Facilities
available at all locations

Happy Hour
Monday - Friday 3pm-7pm

FOUR POINTS
8300 N. FM 620 
Austin, TX 78726
512-996-9636

SOUTH AUSTIN
4625 West William Cannon Dr.

Austin, TX 78749
512-892-4845

DRIPPING SPRINGS
2440 E. Hwy 290

Dripping Springs, TX 78620
512-858-2221

LAKEWAY
2127 Lohmans Crossing Rd.

Austin, TX 78734
512-263-9546

Family owned and operated!

Everything prepared fresh daily! • www.floresmexican.com

Now offering
catering services
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• To become involved in the Music Ministry, there are many choices:
• From September through Pentecost:
• STM Choir sings at 9:00 and 10:45 a.m. Masses.
• A Cappella Choir sings at both 9:00 and 10:45 a.m. Masses on the 3rd Sunday. This group is auditioned.
• The Youth Choir (8 to 14 years old) sings at approximately one Mass a month at either the 9:00 or 10:45 a.m. Masses.
• Summer Family Choir sings at 9:00 and 10:45 a.m. Masses, with NO rehearsal during the week.
• Seasonal Choirs around Christmas and Easter:
• Christmas Midnight Mass.
• Triduum Choir sings at Palm Sunday and during the Triduum.
• St. Cecilia Choir (6-7 year old) sings for Christmas Eve Mass and Easter Morning Mass.
• Contemporary Ensembles, year round
• 5:00 p.m. Saturday Mass Band.
• 12:30 p.m. Sunday Mass.
• Life Teen Band, 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass.
• All these ensembles require an audition.
• Instrumental Ensembles (we require that the student be in at least 7th Grade to participate)
• During the year, 9:00 and 10:45 a.m. Masses will use various instruments as needed.
• Contemporary Ensembles sometimes have need for Guitars, Drums, Bass and other instrumental players.
• The Christmas Midnight and Vigil Orchestra.
• Christmas and Easter Morning Brass Ensemble.

Baptismal Preparation for Parents
• The Baptism Preparation Ministry educates parents and godparents about the meaning of the Sacrament of Baptism 

and helps them to reflect on their responsibility to support the baptized child in fully living the gifts received in 
Baptism. Baptisms are celebrated at 2:00 p.m. every Sunday.

• Baptism Preparation at STM is a two-step process:
• First, parents must meet with one of our clergy. To schedule an appointment, please contact Elizabeth Franklin at the 

parish office at 512-258-1161 or efranklin@stmaustin.org.
• Second, parents & godparents attend a baptism class. Baptism classes are held at 2:00 p.m. on the first Sunday of 

each month.
• Baptism Team Members help with the classes by creating a welcoming environment, facilitating table discussions, 

and logistical support. Volunteers would be a great fit for this ministry if they are:
• In full communion with the Church
• Able to learn and express the theology of Sacraments and share their own experiences
• Striving to maintain an active prayer life
• Comfortable with facilitating small group discussions; a good listener, hospitable and able to relate to others
• Open, flexible and dependable
Contact: Elizabeth Franklin ........................................ Phone: 512-258-1161 ....................E-mail: efranklin@stmaustin.org

Confirmation Preparation for Adults
• Please see the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) for more information

Confirmation Preparation for Teens
• At STM, we invite the parish to become involved in the preparation of confirmands as sponsors, faith sharers and 

facilitators.
• Sponsors listen to and share the faith journey of the 9th through 12th grade confirmands as they approach and 

receive Confirmation and afterwards by continuing to support them in their desire for union with God.
• Chosen is the program used to lead the teens on a journey through the entire Catholic faith in all its richness. We 

begin each session with a large group presentation on various subjects and end with small group discussions with 
adult catechists and teen faith sharers.

Contact: Jill Goeters ................................................... Phone: 512-258-1944 ext. 227 ..............E-mail: jill1@stmaustin.org
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First Holy Communion for Children
• Preparation begins in first grade. Our Religious Education program prepares children in the 2nd grade to receive 

their first Communion in the spring.
• For students in grades 3 to 12, first Communion preparation is done through the Older Student Sacrament Program 

that has classes which start in the early part of each year.
• Catechists are needed to help children prepare for this sacrament which celebrates our unity with Christ.
Contact: Mary Kubala (Elementary RE Coordinator) .. Phone: 512-258-1944 ext. 221 ..........E-mail: mary1@stmaustin.org

Marriage Preparation and Engaged Sponsor Couples
• Sponsor Couples at STM, who have been married in the Catholic Church for a minimum of 5 years, prepare engaged 

couples for the sacrament of marriage.
• Married couples from all backgrounds are welcome. All you need is a compassionate ear, a commitment to continual 

marital & spiritual growth, and an openness about your own marriage relationship.
• Sponsor Couples experience growth in their own marriage from the process of working with an engaged couple. 

Sponsor couples work with 1 or 2 engaged couples each year, meeting 5 times with each couple.
• The engaged and sponsor couples grow in their understanding of one another, their families of origin, and the 

meaning of a covenant marriage through the use of a marriage preparation workbook and personal sharing.
Contacts: Margaret and Jimmy Fullerton ................... Phone: 512-335-6884 ...............................E-mail: jfullerton@att.net

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
• The RCIA process helps adult encounter Christ through the sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Eucharist, 

and Confirmation) and a life of faith in the Catholic Church. This year-round process is for people 
interested in becoming Catholics and for Catholics who want to share the sacrament of Confirmation.

Ways to get involved:
• Sponsors are faithful, practicing, prayerful Catholics who walk with people on the RCIA journey to help 

them grow in a life of discipleship.
• Catechists help participants explore the teachings of the Catholic Church and what they mean for our everyday lives.
• Team members help the process run smoothly and provide community to support people on the journey.
Contact: Donna Kleikamp ......................................... Phone: 512-563-2123 ...............E-mail: donnakleikamp@gmail.com
 Patrick Merchant, Sponsor Coordinator ...... Phone: 512-839-2869 ............. E-mail: patrickmerchant@gmail.com

St. Thomas More Preschool
• St. Thomas More Preschool is very proud of our program, which was set up to be an extension of the 

family. We believe that our program has been carefully developed for the enrichment of the whole 
child within a loving Christian environment. We try to give special attention to the developmental 
stages, skills and needs of our children, while encouraging and nurturing each child’s God-given 
talents. Our goal each year is to make this a positive, fun and rewarding, growing experience for the 
child; intellectually, physically, socially, emotionally and spiritually.

• Children must be 18 months old by September 1st to enroll. Our classes range from 18 months to 5 years.
• Classes are 2, 3, or 4 days a week, depending on the age of the child. Classes are from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Mon. 

thru Thurs.
• Our program includes learning activities through language, music, arts and crafts, exercise, cooking, movies, field 

trips and lots of loving fun and sharing. Our curriculum has been developed for the enrichment of the whole child 
within a loving Christian environment.

Contacts: Cindy Acosta, Preschool Director ................ Phone: 512-258-1721 Ext. 218 .........E-mail: cindy1@stmaustin.org
 Julie Olesen, Preschool Assistant Director .. Phone: 512-258-1721 Ext. 306 ........ E-mail: jolesen@stmaustin.org

Religious Education
• Programs are available for 4 and 5-year old children, Elementary School students, and Middle School students.
• Classes are offered at a variety of times.
• Catechists help children grow in their faith and help them develop the attitudes and behaviors of a Catholic 

Christian. The time commitment for a catechist is about three hours a week for planning and class time from 
September through April. Catechists are asked to attend training meetings and workshops.

Contacts: Cynthia Jordan (Director) ........................... Phone: 512-258-1944 ext. 222 ........ E-mail: cynthia@stmaustin.org
 Johanna Isburgh (Assistant Director) ......... Phone: 512-258-1944 ext. 220 .......... E-mail: johanna@stmaustin.org
 Jill Goeters (Sunday School) ...................... Phone: 512-258-1944 ext. 227 .................E-mail: jill1@stmaustin.org
 Mary Kubala (Elementary) ......................... Phone: 512-258-1944 ext. 221 ...........E-mail: mary1@stmaustin.org
 Andrea Cochran (Middle School) ............... Phone: 512-258-1944 ext. 228 ........... E-mail: andrea@stmaustin.org
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High School
• The purpose of the Life Teen Program is to create an environment which leads 

high school teenagers into a relationship with God through spiritual, educational, 
emotional and social experience.

• The Life Teen Mass is Sunday at 5:00 p.m., followed by Life Night activities for all 
teens, which lasts until 8:00 p.m.

• The Life Teen CORE TEAM is comprised of approximately 25 energetic young adults who have a desire to share their 
faith with high school teenagers.

• Giving from 5 to 10 hours a week, the Core Team works with teens at our weekly Teen Mass, plans and runs exciting 
Life Night sessions, provides incredible retreat experiences, and reaches out to the teens at schools and in the 
community. A Core Team Member is not only a catechist, but also a friend and mentor!

Contacts: Logan Mayes ............................................... Phone: 512-258-1944 ext. 226 ........... E-mail: logan@stmaustin.org
Jill Goeters (Confirmation) ......................................... Phone: 512-258-1944 ext. 227 ..............E-mail: jill1@stmaustin.org

Vacation Bible School
• Vacation Bible School is a fun, faith-filled program designed especially for preschool (age 4), elementary (K - 5), and 

middle school (rising 6th & 7th grade) children.
• Preschool and elementary participants rotate through five stations where they learn about God’s love. Stations 

include arts & crafts, snacks, games and Bible stories.
• Station Leaders teach the daily Bible point to each crew. The day includes lots of singing, dancing, skits, and fun!
• Elementary Crews are multi-aged groups assigned one adult crew leader and one teen helper.
• The Middle School program is focused on service projects and facilitating a prayer service. Volunteer opportunities 

are for rising 8th grade students to adults.
• VBS is a summer ministry that is held one week in July on Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until noon.
Contacts: Andrea Cochran .......................................... Phone: 512-258-1944 ext. 228 ......... E-mail: andrea@stmaustin.org
Johanna Isburgh ......................................................... Phone: 512-258-1944 ext. 220 ....... E-mail: johanna@stmaustin.org

• 
• Holy Family Catholic School is located in northwest Austin, Texas on a beautiful 20 acre campus within the Texas 

Hill Country.  We serve over 570 students from Pre-K (4-yrea-olds) through the eighth grade.  Our school is a 
regional school that holds a close association to seven supporting parishes, including St. Thomas More.

• Holy Family Catholic School works with parents to nurture the growth of the whole child – spiritually, intellectually, 
socially, emotionally and physically.  Our school is Catholic – promoting the teachings of the Church and inclusive of 
diverse cultures and socioeconomic backgrounds.  We seek to promote the development of these values by:
• Fostering a commitment to know, love and serve God and one another (spiritual)
• Encouraging each child to attain his or her fullest potential (intellectual)
• Guiding students to become conscientious, successful members of a global community (social)
• Respecting and celebrating each child’s individuality (emotional)
• Promoting a positive attitude towards a healthy lifestyle (physical)

• Our school offers a curriculum stressing a challenging standards-driven academic program that seeks to prepare 
graduates for the most rigorous courses available in the high schools of their choice. Our students score well above 
the national average in over 60 subtests of the Iowa Assessments. Holy Family is a Blue Ribbon School, having 
received the No Child Left Behind Blue Ribbon Award, given by the U.S. Department of Education. The award means 
that at the very least, our test scores place us in the top 10% of all schools in the nation.

• Holy Family Catholic School is accredited by the Texas Catholic Conference Accreditation Commission, which is 
recognized by the State of Texas, as well as the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.

• STM provides a financial subsidy for its parishioners, whose children are enrolled in Holy Family.
• Holy Family Catholic School is located at 9400 Neenah Avenue, Austin (in the Davis Spring subdivision). For more 

information about the school, please contact Ellen Vento in Admissions at (512) 246-4455.
Contact: Katherine Mackowski ................................... Phone: 512-258-1161 ext. 229 ... E-mail: katherine1@stmaustin.org
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Adult Faith Formation
• Each of us is called to ongoing growth in our faith so we can live this gift fully. Adult Faith Formation helps our 

parish community respond generously to this call by offering Bible Studies, Classes, Book Discussions, Speakers and 
Prayer Opportunities throughout the year.

• Supporting others in exploring our faith is often one of the best ways to grow yourself! There are a variety of 
opportunities to serve through Adult Faith Formation: small group facilitation, planning & coordinating events, 
advertising, logistic support, researching resources, teaching and guiding reflection or prayer.

• The time requirement varies from one-time help to a weekly commitment.
Contact: Dawn Rouen ................................................. Phone: 512-258-1944 ext. 235 ........... E-mail: dawn@stmaustin.org

 
Christ Life .........................................................................................................www.stmaustin.org/discovering-christ

• Discover more deeply what Christ means for your life, grow in key habits of followers of Christ, and gain tools for 
sharing the faith with others through this 3-part series.

Contact: Molly Cloran, Coordinator............................ Phone: 512-560-5522 ............................. E-mail: molly@cloran.com

Financial Peace University
• Financial Peace University (FPU) teaches God’s ways of handling money.
• Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small group activities, FPU 

presents Biblical, practical steps to get from where you are to where you have dreamed 
you could be.

• This plan will show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and much more!  FPU 
classes meet for an hour and a half each week for nine weeks.

• An FPU membership, which includes all class materials and online resources, costs $100 or less.  One membership is 
required per family.

• Child care is provided with advance notice.  Financial assistance is available if needed.
Contact: Karen & Dave Drabek ................................... Phone: 512-619-0756 .......................... E-mail: FPUatSTM@aol.com

GIFT (Growing in Faith Together) Communities
Like the apostles who met in small faith communities, gathered in homes listening to the Word of God, sharing bread 
and praying together, GIFT Communities meet weekly in homes for a couple of hours to encounter God and deepen & 
share their faith.
• GIFT Communities are 6-12 people who gather together for prayer, study and faith sharing.
• Participating in a Light of the World Retreat or the Christ Life series is the first step to joining a GIFT Community.
• The goal of a GIFT Community is to support one another in growing as a follower of Christ. Community members 

grow in connecting our faith to their daily activities by putting in action what is learned.
• Gather with other GIFT Communities 2-3 times per year to share experiences and offer/receive support.
Contact: April Morley ................................................. Phone: 512-779-3994 .................. E-mail: AprilMorley8@gmail.com

STM Library Ministry
• The ministry’s mission is to provide a collection of quality materials to enrich and further the faith formation of 

its parishioners at all stages of life, as well as to provide inspiration and resource material in support of parish 
ministries. The purpose of the collection is to foster your spiritual growth, increase your awareness of God’s presence 
and widen your knowledge of the Catholic faith.

• Volunteer opportunities include library hosts who commit to one or two hours a month following weekend Mass 
times, or at other flexible times during the week, helping parishioners locate and check out materials as well as 
check–in and shelve books.

• Other volunteer opportunities include the annual book fair, parish-wide book discussions, and data entry of the 
library’s collection. All necessary training is provided.

Contacts: Tacy Slade, Ministry Coordinator ................ Phone: 512-335-7421 ........................E-mail: library@stmaustin.org
Theresa Hardy, Volunteer Coordinator........................ Phone: 512-250-8654 ........................E-mail: library@stmaustin.org

T412 (Young Adult)
• Young adults looking to deepen their faith through Scripture study, prayer, and fellowship are invited to 

check out T412.
• See our website at https://www.stmaustin.org/young%20adults-T412 for upcoming events, or contact 

Rebecca Mann for more information.
Contact: Rebecca Mann .............................................. Phone: 214-912-5991 ......................... E-mail: stm.t412@gmail.com



St. Thomas More Faith Community Guide Book & Directory

15

Adoration & Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament
• Eucharistic Adoration is the act of worshiping God as He is present in the consecrated Eucharist. All Catholics are 

encouraged to spend time with Christ in Adoration: to give thanks and praise, to pray for special intentions, to lay 
our burdens at His feet, to sit quietly and just rest in His presence.

• The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for adoration at the Tabernacle in the chapel behind the altar of the main 
church.  Please see the parish bulletin for the current adoration schedule.

• Please consider joining our ministry as an adorer. Adorers spend a holy hour each week in adoration. We also need 
substitutes to cover openings as needed. New adorer sign up:  http://stmaustin.org/adoreapp

Contacts: Doug & Olivia Gallarda ............................... Phone: 512-266-3886 ......................... E-mail: adore@stmaustin.org

Contemplative Prayer Ministry
• Contemplative prayer brings one closer to God and His plan for our lives. The early desert fathers used this method 

of prayer to protect them from daily distractions and to come to know God’s Living Word through Christ. It still 
has meaning for us today as, under the Holy Spirit’s guidance, we sit in silence with our contemplative prayer 
community. Lectio divina differs from scriptural study by encouraging the practitioner to enter into Jesus’ word as it 
applies to his/her life rather than to analyze it.

• Our group follows the lectio divina format formalized by St. Benedict in which a brief scriptural passage is read 
aloud and then meditated upon. We follow meditation with oration, or silent prayer, and then contemplation in 
which we simply rest in our loving God’s presence. The total time period for all four sections is approximately 40 
minutes. The last 20 minutes of the session is devoted to sharing our insights and to asking questions. We meet 
weekly on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. in the STM Library with the exception of Thursdays that fall on or during a 
holiday period or a general parish event. Please check the bulletin or call the contact number listed below if you are 
uncertain about the group’s meeting on a particular date.

• No previous experience with Contemplative Prayer is required as general instruction will be provided to newcomers.
Contact: Jackie Forsyth ...............................................  Phone: 503-866-6638 ............................  E-Mail: ckiesear@aol.com

www.eagleswingsretreatcenter.org
• Eagle’s Wings Youth Retreat Center was founded to develop, manage and direct a camp environment where young 

Christians can explore their faith and encounter God in a natural, outdoor setting away from the fast-moving, 
everyday world. The retreat allows young people to share their experiences with their peers and recharge their 
spiritual batteries.

• Eagle’s Wings Ministry is dedicated to making the Eagle’s Wings Youth Retreat Center a reality and a success with 
support from volunteers who help develop plans, do service projects, help raise funds, help promote the retreat 
center and provide a resource pool of professional help.

• The mission of the ministry is to provide a parish organization to support the mission of Eagle’s Wings Retreat 
Center which is to serve Catholic and other Christian youth and to provide a Christ-centered retreat facility and 
environment.

• Membership is open to all.
Contact: Cynthia Jordan ............................................. Phone: 512-258-1944 ...................... E-Mail: cynthia@stmaustin.org
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“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp and 
put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.” – Matthew 
5:14-15

• LOTW is a retreat experience that invites each of us to deepen our relationship with Christ by reflecting on the core 
message of the Gospel by reliving the Sacraments.

• The retreat is open to men and women and is given by fellow parishioners who share their own experiences as they 
proclaim the Gospel.

• Retreatants are given the opportunity to contemplate the message in small group discussions and in silent reflection 
before our Lord in the Eucharist.

• It is a weekend, held at St. Thomas More and you return home in the evening.
• After the retreat experience attendees are invited to grow in their faith journey by invitation to a small faith community
Contact: Maria Goulet ................................................ Phone: 512-335-2972 ........................E-mail: LOTW@stmaustin.org

Prayer Blanket Ministry
• Do you have a family member, friend or neighbor who needs prayers? Why not request a Prayer Blanket!
• These blankets are made by parishioners and blessed by one of our priests. These are intended for persons who are 

having a crisis in their life or struggling with a physical, emotional or spiritual illness.
• There is normally a monthly gathering of the ministry to make blankets.
Contact: Frankie Wright ............................................. Phone: 512-258-5216 ......................... E-mail: mbw4@austin.rr.com

Prayer Line Ministry
• The Prayer Line Ministry provides an opportunity to reach out to others who are suffering or have any spiritual or 

worldly request or need for our prayers.
• Ministers intercede for these individuals by taking time to pray for them. With the large growth in our community 

and the high demand of prayer requests, the prayer line main source of communication is through e-mail. Each 
minister is requested to set aside a few minutes to add his/her prayers for the special intention.

• Requirements include a caring heart, kind words, computer and telephone.
Contact: Sheri Zapata ................................................. Phone: 512-619-4017 ........................... E-mail: stmprayer@aol.com

Theresians (Spiritual Growth for Women)
• Theresians was founded on the feast of St. Therese of Lisieux, Oct. 3, 1961 by Msgr. Elwood Voss in Pueblo, CO. 

Theresians is an organization open to all Christian women.
• We provide a prayerful environment in which we, as women, are nurtured, affirmed, and challenged to reach our 

full potential.
• We grow in our faith vision by living according to five dimensions: Spirituality, Community, Vocation, Education, 

and Ministry.
• Theresians meet once each month in members’ homes. During our time together, we are spiritually inspired, pray 

together for our community and special needs of each other, share our achievements, successes, and failures, 
and burdens, as well as being intellectually challenged with thought-provoking programs that lead us in the five 
dimensions of Theresian Life.

• Women are encouraged to attend 3 Theresian gatherings (retreats, monthly meetings, Christmas party, etc.) before 
committing to become an official member.

Contact: Louise Joffrion (Companions on a Journey) . Phone: 512-401-6785 ........................... E-mail: txkjun1@gmail.com

Tuesday Morning Scripture Sharing
• For well over a decade a small group of men have gathered at 6:30am on Tuesday mornings in the St Thomas More 

Room of the PAC to read and discuss the day’s readings and pray. Discussion time varies buy generally we target to 
end around 7:15. The format is always the same—attendees are asked to jot down a prayer petition and place it 
on the table; there is an opening prayer followed by the readings and discussion. We then read the daily reflection 
found on the Presentation Ministries website (One Bread, One Body), and close with shared prayer and, if a deacon 
is present, we receive a blessing. We wrap up by placing someone else’s prayer petition in our pocket to remember 
throughout the day. No need to RSVP, just come!

Contact: Marty Afflerbaugh ........................................ Phone: 512-565-2398 ................ E-mail: mgafflerbaugh@gmail.com
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Beck Funeral Home and Cremation Services

“Family Owned & 
Managed Since 1983”

www.beckchapels.com

• Funeral Services  •  Memorial Services
• Pre-Arrangements  •  Monuments
• Markers  •  Cremations

244-3772
15709 Ranch Road 620 N.

Austin/Round Rock

259-1610
1700 E. Whitestone Blvd

Cedar Park/Leander

251-3500
4765 Priem Lane

Pfl ugerville

Tammy M. Todack, REALTOR®

TammyTodack@HindsiteAustin.com

Grateful to be part of Our St. Thomas More Family

512.213.8625
2007 W. Koenig Ln., Austin, TX
www.HindsiteAustin.com

“Providing affordable plot plans for volume homebuilders”

2605 Goldfinch Dr.
Cedar Park, TX 78613
(512) 845-8875
steve@cadexpressllc.com

Steven Radke
Owner

PROTECT ·  BEAUTIFY · INCREASE HOME VALUE

*New Orders Only. Original coupon required. Call for details. Expires 8/31/19.
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A better home begins with beldon.™

Call NOW! Free In-Home Consultation!

(512) 843-7130 Products
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Beldon Austin

AUSTIN
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Addiction Help
• An AA Big Book Study is held every Monday night at 7:00 p.m. in the Life House Game Room.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meetings are held every Monday and Friday night at 7:00 p.m. in the STM 

Life House Game Room.
• Al-Anon meetings are held every Monday at Noon in the Life House.
ADAM Contact: ........................................................... Phone: 1-866-203-4087 .............................................. E-mail: None

Bereavement Ministry
• The primary mission of this ministry is to offer hospitality and support to those who grieve a loved one through the 

serving of a meal following the funeral Mass.
• Members of this ministry can serve in numerous ways: provide food for the meal; offer to assist in telephoning for 

food donations or assist in preparing, serving and cleaning up after the meal.
• Teams of 6-7 people are called upon to serve at each funeral. Due to the brief period of time between the death of 

a person and the funeral Mass, people in this ministry should be prepared to serve on short notice. Teams rotate to 
serve several times a year.

Contact: Jennifer Fangman ......................................... Phone: 512-258-1161, ext.225 ..... E-mail: jfangman@stmaustin.org

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion to the Sick
• The prayerful love of the parish is represented by the Extraordinary Ministers to the Sick as they bring Eucharist to 

those who are homebound due to illness or injury or are in nursing homes or retirement communities.
• This ministry requires two initial training courses: one for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion and one specific 

to this ministry. These ministers must be commissioned as Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion each year.
• Commitments range from temporary to long term depending on the circumstances of those to whom we minister 

and the schedule of the ministers.
• These ministers need to be pastoral in nature, compassionate, prayerful, and have received Diocesan Ethics and 

Integrity Training.
Contact: Jennifer Fangman ......................................... Phone: 512-258-1161, ext.225 ..... E-mail: jfangman@stmaustin.org

Good Samaritan Meal Ministry
• The Good Samaritan Meal Ministry requires no training, just the ability to prepare and deliver a meal. We help 

parishioners who are temporarily unable to cook for themselves due to illness or surgery.
• The time commitment is very flexible and varies based on your availability.
• Meal Volunteers are drawn from the neighborhoods closest to the family in need; meals can be delivered at your 

convenience.
Contact: Tricia Ramirez .............................................. Phone: 480-788-MEAL (6325) ...........E-mail: stmcooks@gmail.com

Job Seekers
• The Job Seekers Support Group helps provide both spiritual and community support for people in the job search 

process. This is for people in-between jobs or those looking to find a new career.
• The group meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursday evenings of each month at St. Thomas More (please check the weekly 

church bulletin for times and locations) and also has an internet users group. Weekly meetings occasionally have 
guest speakers to discuss important topics like resume writing, developing a professional network, interviewing skills 
and coping with the loss of a job or financial struggles.

Contact: Dana Brown .................................................  Phone: 512-983-7878 ..................  E-mail: ingolfn22db@gmail.com

New Adventures Respite Program
• New Adventures is a once a week program of activities for people with Alzheimer’s Disease (AD), or any other form 

of dementia, who are being cared for at home by family members.
• The program is designed to give the family caregiver a four hour respite each week.
• There is no charge for the program that includes activities designed to stimulate the participant both physically 

and mentally. We do require that participants be ambulatory with minimal assistance, continent, and able to 
communicate verbally.

• We normally meet every Wednesday from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. in the Parish Activity Center (PAC). A 
Continental breakfast and lunch are provided.

• Volunteers are needed throughout the year to help prepare & serve meals and help with activities.
Contact: Chantelle Morris ........................................... Phone: 512-771-1899 .....................E-mail: chantelle@austin.rr.com
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Project Rachel
• Project Rachel is a ministry designed to help those who may be suffering because of a past abortion. 

Abortion is often a deep secret that causes women & men to suffer alone, and have feelings of grief, 
sadness, shame, remorse and a distance from God.

• Project Rachel offers confidential counseling with a priest or counselor as well as weekend retreats. 
Through sharing, prayer and reconciliation, Project Rachel provides a path to healing and peace.

• Project Rachel serves the entire Diocese of Austin and is part of the Diocesan Respect Life Committee.
• Help is needed from professional counselors, lay retreat leaders, telephone volunteers and anyone able to help with 

meals for retreats, administration duties and publicity.
Contacts: Austin area .........................................................................................................................Phone: 512-238-1246 
or Outside Austin area .......................................................................................................Phone: 1-877-WE CARE2

  
Respect Life Ministry

• The St. Thomas More Respect Life Ministry is committed to the preservation of human life and the human spirit 
through prayer, education and raising awareness on respect life issues, material and spiritual support, advocacy 
through community and legislative action that promotes respect for life and programs regarding all life issues from 
conception to natural death.

• The STM Respect Life Ministry offers material and presentations on many life issues, including but not limited to: 
Abortion, Adult Stem Cell Research, Assisted Suicide, Care of the Elderly, Chastity, Cloning, Consistent Ethic of Life, 
Culture of Death, Death Penalty, Domestic Violence, Embryonic Stem Cell Research, Euthanasia, Gabriel Project, 
Immigration Issues, Marriage and Family Life, Natural Family Planning, Persons with Disabilities, Poverty, Project 
Rachel, Transformation of Culture.

• The failure to respect life, either by action or inaction, damages the human spirit. This damage can only be repaired by 
the healing power of the Holy Spirit as manifested through the spiritual and temporal actions of the faith community.

• Volunteers may be involved in numerous ways, i.e. praying, attending monthly meetings, participating in activities 
sponsored by STM Respect Life Ministry, helping spread the Gospel of Life.

Contact: Andrea Hill ...............................................................................................E-mail: STMRespectLife@stmaustin.org

Stephen Ministry
• Are you or do you know of someone who is hurting, feeling forgotten and can benefit from the support of a Christian 

care giver and deepen their relationship with our Lord?
• The Stephen Ministry serves the community with confidential listening, understanding and love during 

times of significant life transitions such as grief, divorce, loss of a job, illness, hospitalized, lonely or 
discouraged, those experiencing birth or adoption, or for those in other transitions of life that would benefit 
from an outreach Ministry in a care giving Christian relationship.

Contact: Eileen Hatfield ............................................. Phone: 512-507-9563 ..............E-mail: TransitionsSTM@yahoo.com

Advent Giving Tree Program
• Our parish community has always been very generous with the annual Advent Giving Tree.
• This is an opportunity for STM parishioners to reach out during the Advent season to the working poor who would 

not have Christmas gifts without our help. We support non-profit organizations, as well as individuals & families 
from St. Thomas More.

• In the past we have supported over twelve non-profit organizations, as well as individuals & families within the      
St. Thomas More community resulting in approximately 1800 gifts given at Christmas.

• Volunteer opportunities include being part of the planning team & helping out during the gift collection weekends in Advent.
Contact: Nicole Iwinski ............................................... Phone: 734-276-8899 .................... E-mail: nikkiiwinski@gmail.com

Blood Drive Committee
• Blood drives are held at STM five times a year.
• Volunteers help in the following ways:
• Prepare the event by making phone calls to potential donors
• Distribute posters to local businesses for public awareness
• Helping donors sign in and fill out forms at the event
• Serving drinks and snacks to donors who have completed their donation
• Looking after donors and any children during the appointment
• No experience is necessary and you don’t have to be a donor to volunteer. This ministry is a great way to meet others 

in your Church community.
Contact: Tom Camardo ............................................... Phone: 512-250-0551 ..................... E-mail: camard1@sbcglobal.net
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Communities of Salt & Light
• The mission of the Communities of Salt & Light is to educate the parish on social teachings of the Church, listen and 

take action on issues affecting our families, and collaborate with others in the community to work for social justice.
• Catholic Social Teaching is a rich treasure of wisdom about building a just society and living lives of holiness amidst 

the challenges of modern society. Firmly based in Holy Scripture and Sacred Tradition, the central theme of Catholic 
Social Teaching is the life and dignity of the human person; this principle leads Catholics to oppose intrinsic evils 
(like abortion) and helps us to discern God’s will when dealing with racism, hunger, or other affronts to the dignity 
of the poor and vulnerable.

• Seeking guidance from the Holy Spirit on how to live this mission, the ministry participates in projects of common 
interest with other organizations in the community.

Contacts: Sheri Zapata ............................................... Phone: (512)619-4017 ................E-mail: fearlessheri@hotmail.com

Habitat for Humanity Ministry
• The Habitat for Humanity Ministry at St. Thomas More works with the other churches of the Catholic 

Diocese of Austin to fund and build one house per year in the Austin area. Volunteers from STM join 
members from the other churches on The Ministry is active for about 10 weeks per year, usually starting 
in the January to March timeframe and ending in May or June with the dedication of the house by the 
Bishop of the Austin Diocese.

• Special skills are not required as there are plenty of tasks each week for people with all levels and knowledge of home 
construction. Volunteers 16 years and above, those under 18 are limited to certain tasks due to insurance reasons.

Contacts: Larry & Sheila Kuehn .................................. Phone: 512-266-8437 .................. E-mail: sheila.kuehn@yahoo.com
 Mobile Loaves and Fishes ........................... www.mlfstm.org

Mobile Loaves & Fishes is a social outreach ministry to the homeless and indigent working poor. Our 
mission is to provide food, clothing and dignity to our brothers and sisters in need.

• We accomplish this mission by preparing and delivering food and clothing each night on a catering truck 
which was donated to the St. Thomas More Community. This allows us to prepare and deliver over 40,000 
meals each year. St. Thomas More is one of several parishes who actively participate in this ministry.

• The STM Mobile Loaves & Fishes ministry operates out of the Fisher house.
• In addition to financial and prayer support, there are many ways to participate:

• Volunteer on a Make-Ready Team or Truck Team
• Donate your time to help in support activities such as communications, marketing and clothes sorting

Contact: Matt Figlan ................................................... Phone: 512-656-8358 ...................... E-mail: mlfmatt@austin.rr.com

St. Vincent de Paul Society
• The STM Conference of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul is dedicated to assisting the needy in many different ways.
• The Vincentians make home visits and offer a variety of help to families in times of financial crisis. The 

ultimate goal is to help each family to be better able to assist themselves.
• The group meets once a month for prayer, spiritual reflection and discussions so that we may better carry 

out the Lord’s work in serving the poor.
• Members may also volunteer to work in the St. Vincent de Paul Family Center on 901 West Braker, in the food pantry 

or the retail store serving the poor.
• The group also conducts a Thanksgiving food drive to supply a Thanksgiving dinner to those in need.
• The group also supports a Christmas drive for clothing and toys (Advent Giving Tree) for distribution to the needy.
Contact: Tom O’Brien ................................................. Phone: 512-258-1161 .................... E-mail: tommyostm@gmail.com

Boy Scout Troop 159
• Troop 159 is proud to have been part of the St. Thomas More community for the past 40 years.
• Scouting is a worldwide program that assists youth in the development of strong moral character, as well 

as in the understanding of duty to God, and leadership. Scouting teaches how to be an effective citizen of 
your community, nation, and world.

• Boys who have earned the Arrow of Light Award as Cub Scouts and are at least 10 years old, or who have completed 
the fifth grade and are at least 10 years old, or who are 11, but not yet 18 years old are eligible to join.

• Volunteer opportunities are available for both men and women, serving in everything from adult Scout leaders to 
troop committee members and merit badge counselors.

Contact: Erik Schlanger, Scout Master ........................ Phone: 512-751-5935 ................. E-mail: eric.schlanger@gmail.com
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Proud to Support St. Thomas More Catholic Church

Dale M. Gallagher, D.D.S., P.A.DALE M. GALLAGHER, D.D.S., P.A.
Adult and Pediatric Care of the

Jaws and Facial Structures
Specializing in wisdom tooth removal under

general anesthesia (while you sleep!)
Diplomate, American Board of Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery

Fellow, American Dental Society of Anesthesiology

We are happy to help patients who have 
challenging oral surgical and medical needs12210 Pecan Street

Austin, TX 78727

Phone: 512.258.1636

Fax: 512.258.6352

Website: www.jawpain.com

Wisdom Teeth 

Facial Injuries • TMJ 

Dental Implants

Facial Reconstruction

Innovators in Memory Care
Arden Courts’ mission for 20 years has been to provide a home-like, safe and supportive setting that  
nurtures the individuality of those living with memory impairments and provides their families peace-of-mind.

• 100% dedicated to memory care

• The first national company to use the Namaste Care Program

•  Through experience and research, our umbrella of programming has been carefully developed to 

maximize our resident’s capabilities and independence

For additional information about our services or to schedule a tour, call 512.918.2800 or email Austin@arden-courts.com.

Arden Courts of Austin
11630 Four Iron Drive

Austin, TX 78750

512.918.2800

Experience makes a difference.

arden-courts.com  Assisted Living Facility ID #100262
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Cub Scouts
• Cub Scout Pack 166 is chartered by STM for boys and girls in k – 5th grade. A child may begin at any 

level.
• Parental participation is mandatory at the Kinder and First Grade levels (Lion and Tiger Scouts) and 

strongly encouraged, thereafter.
• Dens meet two or three times each month on Thursday evenings to work on rank-related projects. The entire pack meets 

once each month to share achievements, receive awards, sing, participate in stories and generally have a good time.
Contacts: Tony Booth.................................................. Phone: 512-777-1112 .............................E-mail: tbooth@gmail.com

Girl Scouts
• The Girl Scout mission remains the same as it has been for over 100 years: “To inspire girls with the ideals 

of character, conduct, patriotism and service so that they may become happy, productive and resourceful 
women.”

• To accomplish this mission, Girl Scouting offers fun, informal education for girls ages 5 to 18 years old. 
Girls learn to build friendships, develop or strengthen their own set of values, to learn skills, become more self-
confident and help their communities.

• The leaders determine meetings. Adults are encouraged to volunteer as a leader or assistant leader.
Contact: Jenny Sigward .............................................. Phone: 512-431-6318 ...................E-Mail: jcsmemories@yahoo.com

Christmas Bazaar
  ............. https://www.facebook.com/St-Thomas-More-Christmas-Bazaar-434862893384119/?fref=nf

• For over 25 years, we have offered parishioners the opportunity to shop local and support not only the community 
but St. Thomas More itself.

• The Bazaar provides an opportunity to find unique, handcrafted and popular gifts for most any occasion. The majority 
of the vendors offer unique handmade crafts and decor.  The bazaar is typically held the second weekend in November.

• The Bazaar Committee looks forward to bringing new and varied choices each year from local artists specializing in 
things from pottery, photography, sewing, crocheting, craft jelly and salsas, baked goods to fair trade crafts and so 
much more! In addition, you can find the Knights of Columbus at the Bazaar with their annual holiday nut sale.

• This past year, food sales benefitted the Knights of Columbus programming at St. Thomas More.  Please be sure to 
support us and come enjoy lunch or an early dinner depending on the day you visit the bazaar.

• We always have a need for volunteers. Volunteer commitments are varied. They can be pre-bazaar work such as 
delivering flyers to local businesses, setting up signage, decorating the PAC, building gift baskets for silent auction, 
helping identify and collect donations for gift basket silent auction, website design, social media promotion, assisting 
with vendor check in, to just about anything on the dates of the Bazaar. Time Commitment can be from an hour time 
slot on the dates of the bazaar to as much time as you would like to volunteer. Please contact us for opportunities.  
Our official webpage on the St. Thomas More site is https://www.stmaustin.org/live-your-faith/community/
christmas-bazaar Please follow us on Facebook for up-to-date information on dates and vendor announcements:

Contact: Marissa Burrill .............................................. E-mail: stmxmasbazaar@gmail.com

Coffee and Donuts
• The Coffee and Donuts Ministry serves members of our STM community by providing refreshments and a place for 

community fellowship after Sunday morning Masses, in an atmosphere that encourages the development of new 
friendships and the solidification of old friendships. We like to think of our Coffee and Doughnuts Ministry as a 
“continuation of the Mass.”

• We need many volunteers each year for this ministry, each giving at least two hours a month of their personal time, 
making coffee, juice and replenishing donuts.

• Each volunteer receives a schedule and job description every month. We serve after the 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., and 
10:45 a.m. Masses.

Contact: Gigi & Don Winkelman ................................. Phone: 512-200-5348 ........................... E-mail: gigikassay@aol.com

Fun Fest
• The STM Oktoberfest Fun Fest is an annual event filled with activities for the entire 

community. Held in mid-October, the FunFest provides everyone the opportunity to share 
time and talents for the good and enjoyment of all. This is the parish’s annual fundraising 
event, which has enjoyed many years of success due to the commitment, hard work, and 
support of our STM parish family.

• This all-day affair features a raffle, game booths for all ages, great food, a silent auction, bingo, petting zoo, and live 
music for your entertainment.

• Volunteer opportunities include setup and break down, working for one of the booths, baking a cake for the 
cakewalk, soliciting donated prizes for bingo and the silent auction, and much more.

• The Fun Fest Committee meets starting in May and throughout the summer to plan and organize the event. 
Volunteers are needed to fill the various chairman positions. No matter your skills, there is a place for you to be 
involved in this fun, family event.

Contact: Sandy Zinsmeister ........................................ Phone: 512-745-1007 .................E-mail: wzinsmeister@reagan.com
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www.stmknights.org

• The Knights of Columbus are committed to serving the Parish Community as well as the Greater Austin Community.
• Here are a few things that the Knights do for STM and the Austin Community, such as, fundraiser (golf tournament) 

for STM Mobile Loaves and Fishes and annual “Easter Monday” feast for MLF, enhancing liturgical celebration by 
decorating with Luminaries for Christmas and Easter, and presence of 4th degree for the Holy Thursday liturgy. 
providing manpower for Christmas and Easter parking, mulching the church grounds, fundraisers such as Lenten 
Fish Fry for scholarships and/or other charities, support for JPII Life Center and Annunciation Maternity Home, 
which is a part of the Knights commitment to Pro-Life activities, response for manpower on individual basis such as 
parishioners needing direct manpower help in time of need.

• Additionally, the Knights are committed to assisting priests and seminarians through our “Annual Holiday Nut Sales”.
Contact: Dennis Robinson .......................................... Phone: 650-219-5934 .......... E-mail: GrandKnight@STMKnights.org

Man UP! Men’s Group
• ManUp is a Men’s Ministry dedicated to helping men of the parish grow spiritually and build a 

connection to the parish through getting to know the men you go to Mass with
• Weekly Meetings that follow the school calendar.   Two options:

• Thursday Sessions start at 6:00 a.m. in the PAC with breakfast - concluding at 7:30 a.m. sharp
• Tuesday -  NEW Evening Sessions at 7:00 p.m. in the RE Building “Upper Room” - wrap up by 8:30 p.m. sharp

• We use a series of leadership video offerings for content then break into small groups for discussion
Contact: Jim Lonergan ............................................... Phone: 512-918-8068 .................. E-mail: jim.lonergan@icloud.com

Mass Transit Ministry
• This is a fun way to get to know your fellow parishioners and provide a much needed service at the same time!  All 

you have to do is to be over 25 years old and like to drive a Golf Cart!
• We help get parishioners who have trouble walking, have large families, are running late or want to stay out of the 

rain get from the parking lot to the church for Mass.  We arrive about 30 minutes before Mass and drive a large golf 
cart in the parking lot, looking for people who may need a ride to the church.  We also take people from the church 
to their car after Mass.  You can drive before the Mass you usually attend, or for the Mass right after yours.

• We especially need drivers for the most attended Masses at 9:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sundays, since some people need 
to park behind the Life Teen house and on the dirt road near the Fisher house which are a long way from the church.

Contact: Jim Stanley ................................................... Phone: 512-784-2641 ..................E-mail: jfstanley1977@gmail.com

Men’s Club
• The STM Men’s Club provides an opportunity for men in the parish 18 years or older to gather in a religious and 

social environment with the common purpose of friendship, social activities, and assisting the parish using our God-
given talents, resources and skills.

• Monthly meetings are held the third Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the PAC.
• Activities include sporting events, bus trips, fishing trips, hunting trips, golf tournaments, Fantasy Football League, 

fundraisers, spiritual retreats, preparing meals for youth group activities, maintaining the parish BBQ pits, preparing 
BBQ for the annual parish Fun Fest, and other social outings.

• Besides the monthly meeting and social outings, time involved includes volunteer effort for fundraising and service projects.
Contact: Ken Flynn ..................................................... Phone: 512-918-1276 ...............E-mail: ken.flynn@us.schindler.com

Round Robin Dinner Groups
• Round Robin Dinner Groups are an opportunity to meet your fellow parishioners, enjoy good food, and have an 

inexpensive evening of fun! This is not a gourmet-cooking club, just a great way to meet your fellow parishioners!
• This ministry is centered on promoting community within the parish and getting to know one another. It is open to 

all adult parishioners whether single, married, divorced or widowed.
• Participants get together in groups of eight and share dinners in each other’s homes. The dinners are potluck and the 

members of the group rotate homes for four dinners over a six-month period.
• Participants are asked to make a commitment to attend all four dinners in order for the dinner group session to work.
Contact: Geri Fry ........................................................ Phone: 512-335-7416 .............................E-mail: gerifry@gmail.com

STM Ones
• The STM Ones is a ministry focused on providing support for single members of our parish who are 45 years of age 

or older by ensuring a safe environment for social and spiritual interaction inside and outside the parish with such 
activities as “Game Nights,” “Pot Luck Luncheons,” attending movies, dinners, sporting events, and trips out of town.

• We also participate in St. Thomas More parish activities as a group.
• In addition to attending events, members are invited to plan events for our group.
• We include those who are widowed, divorced, separated, or single. If you would like to meet new friends and/or 

renew acquaintances, then join us!
Contacts: Carol Gontko .............................................. Phone: 512-336-5526 ..................E-mail: carol_gontko@yahoo.com
 Pat Weber ................................................... Phone: 832-428-1057 .....................E-mail: parobustelli@gmail.com
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STM Women’s Group
• Our initial goal in this new ministry (est.9/8/2017) is to build and bond. Build community through events that allow 

us to bond with each other outside of Mass. We plan 2-3 times in the fall and 2-3 times in the spring.
• All women wherever you are in your faith journey, all ages, and all seasons of life are welcome!
Contacts: Connie Lopez .............................................. Phone: 512-775-9481 ........... E-mail: womensgroupstm@gmail.com
 Lynn Morales .............................................. Phone: 832-717-1348 ........... E-mail: womensgroupstm@gmail.com

Welcome Event Ministry
• St. Thomas More strives to be a welcoming community offering opportunities for parishioners to participate fully in 

parish life.
• The Welcome Event Ministry hosts a one-hour meeting four times a year for potential parishioners as well as those 

who have recently registered in the parish office or online. At our meetings, volunteer registrars meet one-on-
one with potential and/or new parishioners offering valuable information about parish programs and ministries. 
Registrars provide a friendly face and a welcoming spirit.

Contacts: Laurie Neuman ........................................... Phone: 512-331-2924 ....................... E-mail: laurien@sbcglobal.net

Young At Heart
• Young at Heart is a group of senior citizens (age 55+) that meets monthly to celebrate fellowship from the heart and 

feed the soul by bringing a potluck dish to share. All senior citizens, married or single, are invited to attend. We meet 
in Brennan Auditorium on the second Tuesday of the month at 11:00 a.m.  We have a delightful time enjoying one 
another’s company and look forward to meeting you at our gatherings.

Contacts: Cus Coutinho .............................................. Phone: 512-969-0035 ................... E-mail: cuscoutinho@yahoo.com
 Diane Christy .............................................. Phone: 512-258-5319 .......................E-mail: ddchristy1@gmail.com

Christian Gift Shop
• The mission statement of the STM Christian Gift Store is to provide an opportunity for the community to shop for 

Christian gifts for Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, Marriage, birthday and all other occasions — happy or sad.
• Volunteer opportunities include: sales assistance, inventory and input, setting store displays & developing the Gift 

Shop webpage.
• The store hours are as listed in this directory.
Contact: Antonette Haecker ....................................... Phone: 512-258-1161, ext. 312 ...... E-mail: giftshop@stmaustin.org

Office Assistance
• This ministry is designed to help various staff members with a variety of tasks. These can range from organizing 

materials, to answering phones, covering the front desk on occasion, etc.
• Time required for these tasks varies widely depending on the nature of the task.
• Adults and teenagers can serve in this ministry.
Contact: Elizabeth Franklin ........................................ Phone: 512-258-1161 ....................E-mail: efranklin@stmaustin.org

Other “At Home” Ministries - Cooking & Baking, Sewing and Telephone Volunteers
• There are many opportunities to serve the St. Thomas More Community from your home.
• These include sharing your gifts of Cooking & Baking, Sewing and/or being a Telephone Volunteer.
• Adults and teenagers can serve in this ministry and the time required varies with the need.
Contact: Parish Office ................................................. Phone: 512-258-1161 .......................E-mail: thomas@stmaustin.org

Catholic Single Parents
• The mission of the Catholic Single Parents Association is to provide a parish-based response to needs of the Catholic 

single parents, those functioning as single parents, and the children in their care.
• The group meets monthly to provide emotional, practical, and social support in a faith-based setting. Childcare is 

provided for ages 6 months through the 5th Grade.
• The CSPA consists of a diverse group of men and women who are divorced, widowed, separated, never married, or 

are otherwise functioning as single parents. Some are newly single, others have been single for years. Their children 
range in ages from infant to adult.

Contact: Jacquelyn Mika ............................................ Phone: 512-589-9337 ........E-mail: catholicsingleparents@mail.com
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10208 RR 620 BLDG. 5
Austin, TX 78726

PHONE: (512) 331-4724
FAX: (512) 331-8759

proautomotiveandbody@gmail.com

PRO AUTOMOTIVE & BODY
BOB SOMMERFELD - KEITH JORDAN

ESTABLISHED SINCE 1987

ComplimentsCompliments
             of A Friend             of A Friend
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L.O.V.E. (Living Our Vows Everyday) Married Couples Group
• The L.O.V.E. Ministry meets monthly on Saturday evenings at St. Thomas More for Dinner, Discussion, and 

Fellowship with other married couples. While enjoying dinner and a guest speaker we also grow stronger 
as a community and develop life-long, faith-filled friendships. As a community group we work together in 
ministry with an invitation always open for new friends to join us. Whatever the season, ALL are welcome. 
Childcare is available for all L.O.V.E. Nights with advanced reservations. Find more information at www.stmlove.org.

Contact: Alyssa Brown ................................................ Phone: 512-918-1980 ................E-mail: alyssa98brown@gmail.com

 Mothers Of Young Children (MOYC)
• Mothers of Young Children welcomes, supports, and nurtures mothers of preschool-age children & soon-to-be 

mothers.
• Our ministry provides mutual support with other moms of young children as it offers opportunities for new 

friendships in a caring and loving environment. We support fellow mothers with open arms through listening and 
support, as well as sharing life experiences, practical advice and just being there to assist new moms when needed.

• Mothers of all ages, races, and backgrounds are encouraged to be a part of this wonderful program.
• Monthly meetings are held from September thru May. Each meeting has opportunities to pray, enjoy breakfast, build 

friendships with fellow parishioners, listen to guest speakers, make crafts, participate in community service and learn 
& share new approaches to parenting, being a wife and a Catholic Christian. Childcare is available.

Contacts: Missy Sujeeth .............................................. Phone: 314-583-3193 ......................E-mail: msujeeth@hotmail.com
 Katie Crowley ............................................. Phone: 512-653-7982 ...............E-mail: Katiecrowley28@gmail.com

Nursery
• The St. Thomas More nursery is provided for parish families so parents may attend Mass on Sundays and 

participate in events giving them the opportunity for spiritual growth while leaving their child in a caring and loving 
environment.

• We offer childcare for various ministries such as, but not limited to Adult Faith Formation, Catholic Single Parents, 
Mothers of Young Children and offer childcare during parish-wide events such as the Parish Mission.

• We also offer childcare to those volunteering on campus in Religious Education, Vacation Bible School and the MLF Camp.
• Childcare is provided Sunday mornings for infants at least 6 months old until the child reaches kindergarten age. For 

programs outside Sunday mornings, Nursery Care is extended through elementary age children.
• Our Nursery Staff consists of many volunteers from this ministry and a few paid caregivers who all provide a safe, positive, 

fun first church experience for our children. Per our Catholic Diocesan policy on Ethics and Integrity in Ministry (EIM), all 
caregivers must complete the Application for Ministry and attend an EIM workshop every three years.

Contact: Linda Lange .................................................. Phone: 512-258-1161 ........................ E-mail: llange@stmaustin.org

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Ministry
• The Marriage Encounter Ministry at St. Thomas More aims to encourage married couples to attend 

a Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend retreat, and to journey together with other couples after 
the retreat to support each other, our marriage, our families, and the Church.

• Marriage Encounter also provides support and encouragement to priests and religious who are 
dedicated to their vocation in life, and focuses on their relationship with the people of God whom 
they serve.

• In the Austin Diocese Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend retreats are offered at Cedarbrake 
Diocesan Renewal center, and in a non-residential format at parishes throughout the Diocese. The 
retreats are offered in both English and Spanish. After the retreat, couples are encouraged to join small groups for 
monthly meetings of prayer, dialogue, sharing and fellowship.

English Contacts: Jose & Marilyn Garcia .................... Phone: 512-342-9727 .......................E-mail: jegarcia@austin.rr.c om
 Jose and Rachel Guzman ............................ Phone: 512-291-6338 ............ E-mail: jose_guzman_00@yahoo.com
Spanish Contact: Marcos & Marie Palacios ................. Phone: 512-331-5893 .................E-mail: mariepalacios@yahoo.com
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Save These Dates for Key Events at St. Thomas More
from August 2018 to July 2019

 2018  2019
August 15 Solemnity of the Assumption January 1 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
September 8 & 9 Religious Education Registration March 6 Ash Wednesday (Lent begins)
October 20 Oktoberfest Fun Fest April 14 Palm Sunday
November 1 All Saints’ Day April 18 Holy Thursday
November 2 All Souls’ Day April 19 Good Friday
December 2 First Sunday of Advent April 20 Easter Vigil
December 8 Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception April 21 Easter Sunday
December 25 Christmas June 9 Pentecost Sunday
  June 22 St. Thomas More Feast Fay

Bequests
 A thoughtful and well-planned WILL is a final statement of a life’s work. It is a way to show love and concern for family 

members and friends and a means for expressing gratitude to God for blessings bestowed. Just as you would provide for 
your personal family in your will, you can also provide for your family of Faith. Only with a will are your wishes known 
and brought to pass.

 The following information may be included in the will of someone wishing to leave a memorial bequest to St. Thomas 
More Parish.

 “I give and bequeath the sum of $ _________ to St. Thomas More Catholic Church in Austin, Texas.”
 Gifts of stock, real estate, household goods or other possessions may also be specified.

St. Thomas More Catholic Church
Columbarium & Memorial Garden

• The Catholic Church’s directives provide for cremation as an option to traditional earth or crypt internment. The 
growing practice of cremation makes it possible for our church to restore the churchyard burial tradition.

• The columbarium at St. Thomas More is a collection of niches designed to house urns containing cremated remains. 
The granite face of each niche is engraved with the person’s name and dates of birth and death.

• The Memorial Garden containing the columbarium provides a unique and economical choice for members of the St. 
Thomas More parish to securely house the remains of loved ones in a setting close to familiar surroundings where they 
worshipped and perhaps received other sacraments. To the living, it provides a garden spot for visitation, remembrance 
and prayer for the deceased.

• For more information, please contact Deacon Mike Gesch at 512-431-3117.
• Please also visit: https://www.stmaustin.org/live-your-faith/pastoral-care/faq-columbarium
• PLEASE NOTE: The columbarium is a sacred space for quiet prayer and reflection. Out of respect for the deceased, 

please maintain silence in the area and do not allow it to be used as a playground.
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Stewardship Guidelines for Parishioner Use of Facilities
The following guidelines are intended to help ALL STM parishioners and ministries to be good stewards to each other and to the 
parish when using our campus facilities. Following these guidelines will help minimize our utilities costs and save parish resources.

1) Making Space Reservations: To reserve a space for a parish event, class or meeting, please contact Debra 
Lohrstorfer, Parish Secretary, at 512-258-1161, ext. 214 or debra@stmaustin.org. Debra will provide more details about 
using STM spaces when you make your reservation. To view a schedule of current reservations, please view the schedule 
on https://www.stmaustin.org/welcome/our-room-reservations . Please make reservations prior to using a room.

2) Promoting Your Event: To promote an upcoming event to our parishioners, please contact Linda Lange, 
Communication Coordinator, at 512-258-1161, ext. 211 or llange@stmaustin.org. Linda will provide more details and 
guidance about using the parish communication tools of the weekly bulletin, parish e-newsletters, social media, parish 
website, campus bulletin boards and displaying banners on campus.

3) Using STM Spaces: When preparing for your scheduled event, please contact the STM staff at least 1 week before 
if you have special needs (computers, internet access, projectors, audio/video equipment, etc.) Contact J.W. Green, 
Events Coordinator, at jw1@stmaustin.org.

When you are finished with your event, please take the same attitude that you would if you were leaving your 
home for an extended period of time:
• Clean up tables, chairs and countertops (including kitchens); clean up spills on floors; wash any dishes & glasses 

used; clean the coffee maker and any coffee carafes used during your event. Cleaning supplies should be available 
for your use.

• Please return everything to the same location within the storage room that it came from. This includes tables, chairs 
and any other equipment used.

• Make sure that any computer and electronic equipment is returned to its proper place and turned off. If you 
borrowed any computer or audio/video equipment for your event, please return it to our Office as soon as you can.

• Please place all trash in containers provided in the room. At the end of your event, please remove trash liner and 
trash, tie it and place in outside dumpsters. Do not drag trash bag on the floor. There should be replacement liners in 
the bottom of the container. Never leave a bag of trash outside. NOTE: Paper recycling bins are near the Life House. 
Aluminum can recycling is available near the Chelsea House.

• Turn all thermostats to OFF. Remember some spaces have multiple thermostats.

• Turn OFF the lights. For any space with dimmer switches, turn the switch OFF. Remember to turn off restroom lights also.

• Check bathrooms and kitchens for running water. If you cannot turn off water that is running, please contact J.W. 
Green to report the problem (see below).

• Make sure that all the doors are tightly closed and locked, especially those that provide access to the outside of the building.

4) Reporting Problems: If you have any problems with lights, heating, A/C, appliances, plumbing, etc., please contact 
J.W. Green, Facilities Manager, at jw1@stmaustin.org. IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY, please call 512-844-2974.

• * For FIRST AID, First Aid Kits are available in the Family Center, RE Workroom, the Parish Activity Center kitchen 
and the Pastoral Office Work Room.

• * A.E.D. (Automated External Defibrillator) units are available in the back of the Church, outside Brennan 
Auditorium, the Main Parish Office, the Family Center lobby and the Parish Activity Center Lobby.
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St. Thomas More Parish ~ Our History 

In 1978, Bishop Harris of the Austin Diocese asked Fr. Ralph Brennan to establish a new parish in Northwest Austin. 
Fr. Ralph soon met a number of families who were then attending St. Louis, St. Theresa, and St. William Catholic churches 
in Austin and Round Rock, and who were themselves hoping to have a church community closer to their homes. They began 
meeting and planning for the establishment of a new church.

Fr. Ralph chose St. Thomas More as the name of the new parish (with the Bishop’s approval) in part because the Saint was 
a layperson, not a priest, and Father believed in the value of the gifts that the laity bring to the Church. That spirit continues 
today in the active participation of the community in the mission of our parish.

After looking for an appropriate place, on April 2nd, 1978, the first Mass of St. Thomas More Catholic Church was held in 
the cafeteria at Forest North Elementary School, fondly remembered as “St. Forest North.” Approximately 200 families made 
up the original community. (Today, St. Thomas More is home to approximately 3,023 families!) Daily Mass was celebrated at 
the homes of different parishioners in the various subdivisions from which the community drew, and CCD classes were also 
taught in members’ homes. Parishioners made the wood altar, candle holder, and processional cross used in services.

Our Priests of the past 40 years:
Fr. Ralph Brennan .......................................................................................................................... February 1978 — April 1985
Msgr. John Driscoll ...........................................................................................................................April 1985 — January 1988
Fr. Bobby Hajovsky ...........................................................................................................................January 1988 — June 1989
Fr. Elmer Holtman .................................................................................................................................June 1989 — June 2009
Fr. Mike Sis ............................................................................................................................................June 2009 — May 2010
Fr. Larry Stehling ....................................................................................................................................May 2010 — July 2012
Fr. Isadore Ndagizimana ...................................................................................................................July 2012 — October 2017
Fr. Michael O’Conner ........................................................................................................................ December 2017 — Present
 

Profile of Saint Thomas More 1478 ~ 1535
He was, of course, a man for all seasons...a classical scholar, a humanist, a statesman, a politician, a man 
of prayer, the author of the famed Utopia, a theologian, and a lawyer by profession.

And yet, St. Thomas More is also a man for our times and a model for us today as we strive to serve God 
in our social, religious, and familial relationships.

His contemporaries knew him to possess a keen wit, a merry sense of humor, and great common sense. He 
was a warm and friendly man who always seemed more concerned about the needs of his friends than his 
own needs. His friendship extended to looking after the poor in his village and to singing in his church choir.

Inclined in his early years to the priesthood—he spent four years living the austere life of the Carthusian 
Order—Thomas eventually opted for married life. After the death of his first wife, who bore him four 

children, he married again—a widow, whose daughter he adopted. The family prayed together daily, and St. Thomas More 
himself set aside all Fridays for his own spiritual exercises.

Another example of his being a man for all seasons and for our time, St. Thomas More believed in the education of women 
— a truly radical notion for his time. His daughters were better educated than most men of this era.

Thomas More was a brilliant lawyer and, later, a very fine judge. Because of this distinguished service, he was appointed 
Lord Chancellor of England. Henry VIII, his court, and most of the English clergymen tried to persuade Thomas More to 
approve the king’s divorce from Catherine of Aragon and to take the Oath of Supremacy—which acknowledged that Henry 
VIII was the head of the Church of England instead of the Pope.

More held firm to the teachings of the Catholic Church, despite knowing well that to remain steadfast meant certain 
execution. He was imprisoned and beheaded in London in 1535.

Four hundred years later (in 1935) he was canonized as a saint and martyr. His feast day is celebrated on June 22nd and he is 
the patron saint of lawyers & politicians.

More information about St. Thomas More can be found on the following websites:

• www.newadvent.org/cathen/14689c.htm
• www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=324

The film “A Man for All Seasons” is about the life of St. Thomas More. It won six Oscars in 1966 including the Best Picture award. 
More information about this film can be found at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Man_for_All_Seasons_%281966_fil%29.
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Parish Staff
Priests and Deacons
Rev. Michael J. O’Connor .........................................................Pastor ......512-258-1161 ext. 213 ...... frmichael@stmaustin.org
Rev. Jared Cooke ........................................................ Parochial Vicar ......512-258-1161 ext. 215 ...........frjared@stmaustin.org
Rev. Andrew Dinh ...................................................... Parochial Vicar ......512-258-1161 .....................frandrew@stmaustin.org
Mike Gesch ............................................................................Deacon ......512-431-3117 ................ deaconmike@stmaustin.org
Tom Johnson ..........................................................................Deacon ......512-249-5469 .................deacontomj@stmaustin.org
Dan Lupo ...............................................................................Deacon ......512-925-3214 .................. deacondan@stmaustin.org
Tom Mallinger ........................................................................Deacon ......512-751-4999 ...............deacontomm@stmaustin.org
Pat O’Beirne ...........................................................................Deacon ......512-517-6339 .................. deacompat@stmaustin.org
Pete Schwab ...........................................................................Deacon ......512-925-3246 ................. deaconpete@stmaustin.org 
Thomas Suniga ......................................................................Deacon ......512-799-7472 .............deaconthomas@stmaustin.org

Religious Education & Formation
Cindy Acosta .........................................................Preschool Director ......512-258-1721 ext. 218 ...........cindy1@stmaustin.org
Julie Olesen ...........................................Assistant Preschool Director ......512-258-1721 ext. 306 .......... jolesen@stmaustin.org
Cynthia Jordan ................................. Director of Religious Education ......512-258-1944 ext. 222 ..........cynthia@stmaustin.org
Johanna Isburgh ................Assistant Director of Religious Education ......512-258-1944 ext. 220 .........johanna@stmaustin.org
Jill Goeters ..................Religious Education & Preschool Receptionist ......512-258-1944 ext. 236 ............... jill1@stmaustin.org
Jill Goeters ............................................. Sunday School Coordinator ......512-258-1944 ext. 227 ............... jill1@stmaustin.org
Mary Kubala ................................Elementary Education Coordinator ......512-258-1944 ext. 221 ........... mary1@stmaustin.org
Andrea Cochran ......................................Middle School Coordinator ......512-258-1944 ext. 228 .......... andrea@stmaustin.org
Logan Mayes ................................................... Life Teen Coordinator ......512-258-1944 ext. 226 .............logan@stmaustin.org
Dawn Rouen ................................. Director of Adult Faith Formation ......512-258-1944 ext. 235 .............dawn@stmaustin.org

Liturgy and Music
Jennifer Fangman ................................................ Director of Liturgy ......512-258-1161 ext. 225 ...... jfangman@stmaustin.org
Jerin Higgins ........................................................ Director of Liturgy ......512-258-1161 ext. 313 ......... jhiggins@stmaustin.org
Ren MacNary ......................................................... Director of Music ......512-258-1161 ext. 219 ................ ren@stmaustin.org
Karen Lawson ......................................LIFE Teen Music Coordinator ......512-258-1161 ext. 237 ............ karen@stmaustin.org

Operations
Andy DeHart .......................................Parish Business Administrator ......512-258-1161 ext. 231 ............andy1@stmaustin.org
Lori White ........................................................................Accounting ......512-258-1161 ext. 212 ........... loriw1@stmaustin.org
Julie Hormuth ..................................................................Accounting ......512-258-1161 ext. 232 .........julieap1@stmaustin.org
Terri Wilkes ...................Bridal Coordinator & Facilities Rental Agent ......512-258-1161 ext. 335 ..............terry@stmaustin.org
Linda Lange .............................................. Communications Director ......512-258-1161 ext. 211 ............llange@stmaustin.org
J.W. Green ............................................................. Facilities Manager ......512-258-1161 ext. 234 ............... jw1@stmaustin.org
Linda Lange ...................................................... Nursery Coordinator ......512-258-2055 ..........................llange@stmaustin.org
Debra Lohrstorfer ..................................................... Parish Secretary ......512-258-1161 ext. 214 .......... debra1@stmaustin.org
Elizabeth Franklin ................................................Parish Receptionist ......512-258-1161 ..................... efranklin@stmaustin.org
Jennifer Bibbo .................................................Outreach Coordinator ......512-258-1161 ext. 256 ............jbibbo@stmaustin.org
Katherine Mackowski ......................................Membership Registrar ......512-258-1161 ext. 229 .... katherine1@stmaustin.org

Pastoral Advisory Council
Ed Sladek (Chairperson) ..........................................................................512-996-8488 ..................................ed@sladeks.com

Finance Council
Brian Smith (Chairperson) .......................................................................512-215-4577 ........................besmith@austin.rr.com

Stewardship Council
Dan Price (Chairperson) ..........................................................................512-258-6096 ............................casa4price@aol.com
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Ministry Contacts
Liturgical Ministries

Director of Liturgy................................................. Jennifer Fangman ......512-258-1161 ext. 225 ...... jfangman@stmaustin.org

Assistant Director of Liturgy ..........................................Jerin Higgins ......512-258-1161 ext. 313 ......... jhiggins@stmaustin.org

• Altar Servers • Art and Environment
• Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion to the Sick • Hospitality Ministers
• Lectors • Linen Care Ministers
• Ministry for the Hearing Impaired

Audio Ministry ............................................................. Ren MacNary ......512-258-1161 ext. 219 ................ ren@stmaustin.org
Music ........................................................................... Ren MacNary ......512-258-1161 ext. 219 ................ ren@stmaustin.org
.................................................................................... Karen Lawson ......512-258-1161 ext. 237 ............ karen@stmaustin.org

Sacraments & Sacrament Preparation
Baptism .................................................................Elizabeth Franklin ......512-258-1161 ..................... efranklin@stmaustin.org
First Holy Communion for Children ...............................Mary Kubala ......512-258-1944 ext. 221 ........... mary1@stmaustin.org
Confirmation Preparation for Teens .................................Jill Goeters ......512-258-1944 ext. 227 ............... jill1@stmaustin.org
Confirmation Preparation for Adults ............................. Dawn Rouen ......512-258-1944 ext. 235 .............dawn@stmaustin.org
Marriage Preparation .............................................Debra Lohrstorfer ......512-258-1161 ext. 214 ............ debra@stmaustin.org
Holy Orders...........................................Diocesan Office of Vocations ......512-949-2405
Anointing Of The Sick ................................................................. Call  ..... the church office at 512-258-1161 for a Priest
Reconciliation ............................................................................................................................................................ See page 3
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) ..........Donna Kleikamp ......512-563-2123 ................ donnakleikamp@gmail.com

Prayer Ministries
Adoration & Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament ....Doug Gallarda ......512-266-3886 .......................... adore@stmaustin.org
Contemplative Prayer Ministry .................................... Jackie Forsyth ......503-866-6638 ............................. jackiesear@aol.com
Prayer Blanket Ministry ..............................................Frankie Wright ......512-258-5216 .......................... mbw4@austin.rr.com
Prayer Line Ministry ...................................................... Sheri Zapata ......512-619-4017 .............................stmprayer@aol.com
Stretching Toward Christ Yoga ..................................... Regina Moser ......512-258-3723 ..... stretchingtowardchrist@gmail.com
Theresians (Companions on a Journey) ..................... Louise Joffrion ......512-401-6785 ............................ txkjun1@gmail.com
Tuesday Morning Scripture Share .........................Marty Afflerbaugh  .....  512-565-2398 ................ mgafflerbaugh@mmm.com

Religious Education & Formation
St. Thomas More Preschool ...........................................Cindy Acosta ......512-258-1721 .........................cindy1@stmaustin.org
....................................................................................... Julie Olesen ......512-258-1721 ........................ jolesen@stmaustin.org
Religious Education .................................................. Cynthia Jordan ......512-258-1944 ext. 222 ..........cynthia@stmaustin.org
................................................................................ Johanna Isburgh ......512-258-1944 ext. 220 .........johanna@stmaustin.org
Life Teen & Life Teen CORE TEAM ................................Logan Mayes ......512-258-1944 ext. 226 .............logan@stmaustin.org
Vacation Bible School .............................................. Johanna Isburgh ......512-258-1944 ext. 220 .........johanna@stmaustin.org
Holy Family Catholic School ............................Katherine Mackowski ......512-258-1161 ext. 229 .... katherine1@stmaustin.org

Adult Faith Formation
Adult Faith Formation ................................................... Dawn Rouen ......512-258-1944 ext. 235 .............dawn@stmaustin.org
Adult Faith Formation Core Team ................................. Dawn Rouen ......512-258-1944 ext. 235 .............dawn@stmaustin.org
Christ Life ..................................................................... Molly Cloran ......512-560-5522 .............................. molly@cloran.com
Financial Peace University ............................ Dave and Karen Drabek ......512-215-6257 ............................FPUatSTM@aol.com
GIFT (Growing in Faith Together) Communities ........Alexandra Goff ......512-587-7149 ...........................mgoff@austin.rr.com
STM Library Ministry ................................................. Theresa Hardy ......512-250-8654 ......................... library@stmaustin.org

Retreats
Eagle’s Wings Youth Retreat Center .......................... Cynthia Jordan ......512-258-1944 ext. 222 ..........cynthia@stmaustin.org
Light of the World Retreats ....................................... Elena Thompto ......512-773-6053 ............................ lotw@stmaustin.org
CedarBrake Retreat Center (Austin Diocese) ...........................................254-780-2436 ............ cedarbrake@austindiocese.org
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Pastoral Care Ministries
Bereavement Ministry ........................................... Jennifer Fangman ......512-258-1161 ext. 225 ...... jfangman@stmaustin.org
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion to the Sick Jennifer Fangman ......512-258-1161 ext. 256 ...... jfangman@stmaustin.org
Good Samaritan Meal Ministry ...................................Tricia Ramirez ......512-480-788-MEAL(6325) ......stmcooks@gmail.com
Job Seekers ....................................................................Dana Brown ......512-750-2221 ..................... ingolfn22db@gmail.com
New Adventures Respite Program ........................... Chantelle Morris ......512-771-1899 ......................chantelle@austin.rr.com
Prayer Blanket............................................................Frankie Wright ......512-258-5216 .......................... mbw4@austin.rr.com
Prayer Line .................................................................... Sheri Zapata ......512-619-4017 ....................... stmprayer@outloo.com
Project Rachel ..........................................................................................Austin area: 512-238-1246
   ......Outside Austin: 1-877-WE CARE2
Respect Life Ministry ....................................................... Andrea Hill ......512-258-1161 .......... STMRespectLife@stmaustin.org
Stephen Ministry ........................................................ Eileen Hatfield ......512-507-9563 ............... TransitionsSTM@yahoo.com

Social Outreach Ministries
Advent Giving Tree ..................................................... Nicole Iwinski ......734-276-8899 ..................... nikkiiwinski@gmail.com
Blood Drive Committee ............................................... Tom Camardo ......512-250-0551 ...................... camard1@sbcglobal.net
Communities of Salt & Light ......................................... Sheri Zapata ......512-619-4017 ....................... stmprayer@outloo.com
Habitat for Humanity ....................................... Larry & Sheila Kuehn ......512-266-8437 ....................sheila.kuehn@yahoo.com
Mobile Loaves and Fishes ................................................ Matt Figlan ......512-656-8358 ........................mlfmatt@austin.rr.com
St. Vincent de Paul Society .............................................Tom O’Brien ......512-258-1161 ......................tommyostm@gmail.com

Community Ministries
Boy Scouts ................................... Deanne Puckett, Committee Chair ......512-733-3796 .............. deanne@blessedisabella.com
.................................................................Dan Higgins, Scout Master  .....  512-751-5935 ..................eric.schlanger@gmail.com
Cub Scouts ..........................................Tony Booth, Committee Chair ......512-777-1112 .............................. tbooth@gmail.com
Girl Scouts ................................................................. Jenny Sigward ......512-431-6318 .................... jcsmemories@yahoo.com
Christmas Bazaar ....................................................... Marissa Burrill ............................................. stmxmasbazaar@gmail.com
Coffee and Donuts ........................................ Gigi & Don Winkelman ......512-257-0851 ............................ gigikassay@aol.com
FunFest Committee ...............................................Sandy Zinsmeister ......512-745-1007 ..................wzinsmeister@reagan.com
Knights of Columbus ............................................... Dennis Robinson ......650-219-5934 ........... GrandKnight@STMKnights.org
Men’s Club .........................................................................Ken Flynn ......512-918-1276 ................ ken.flynn@us.schindler.com
Mass Transit ................................................................ James Stanley ......512-784-2641 ................... jfstanley1977@gmail.com
Round Robin Dinner Groups .................................................Geri Fry ......512-335-7416 .............................. gerifry@gmail.com
STM Ones .....................................................................Carol Gontko ......512-336-5526 ................... carol_gontko@yahoo.com
...........................................................................................Pat Weber ......832-428-1057 ......................parobustelli@gmail.com
Man UP! Men’s Group .................................................. Jim Lonergan ......512-918-8068 ....................jim.lonergan@icloud.com
Ministry Support Team .................................................. Dawn Rouen ......512-258-1944 ext. 235 .............dawn@stmaustin.org

Welcome Event ......................................................... Laurie Neuman ......512-331-2924 ......................... laurien@sbcglobal.net
Young At Heart ............................................................. Cus Coutinho ......512-969-0035 .....................cuscoutinho@yahoo.com

Parish Support Ministries
Christian Gift Shop............................................... Antonette Haecker ......512-258-1161 ext. 312 .........giftshop@stmaustin.org
Office Assistance ...................................................Elizabeth Franklin ......512-258-1161 ..................... efranklin@stmaustin.org

Marriage & Family Ministries
Catholic Single Parents ............................................ Jacqueline Mika ......512-589-9337 ......................... jmika959@yahoo.com
L.O.V.E. ......................................................................... Alyssa Brown ......512-918-1980 ................................ info@stmlove.org
Mothers Of Young Children (MOYC) ............................Missy Sujeeth ......314-583-3193 .......................msujeeth@hotmail.com
Nursery .......................................................................... Linda Lange ......512-258-1161 ext. 211 ............llange@stmaustin.org
Worldwide Marriage Encounter ...... Jose & Marilyn Garcia (English) ......512-342-9727 ........................ jegarcia@austin.rr.com
  Jose and Rachel Guzman (English) ......512-291-6338 ............. jose_guzman_00@yahoo.com
  Marcos & Marie Palacios (Spanish) ......512-918-1931 ..................mariepalacios@yahoo.com


