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Welcome to Golden Valley Lutheran Church - a congregation of the 
Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod. We are a community of people

“Offering Hope to the World by 
Connecting People to Christ

and to Each Other.”

5501 Glenwood Avenue, Golden Valley, MN 55422
763-544-2810 | gvlc.net | mail@gvlc.net
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What the World Needs Now is Hope

There is so much hopelessness in the world. True and eternal Hope is not 
found in the world, but in God! God loves and cares for us all. He showed 
His great love by sending His Son Jesus Christ to die for us and rise again. 
We find Hope in an ever-growing relationship with our living Hope: Christ 
our Savior. He is the Hope that never ends and satisfies us to the full!

At Golden Valley Lutheran Church, we find great joy and value in our 
mission: “Offering HOPE to the World by Connecting People 
to Christ and to Each Other.” We further our mission by putting 
our Values of Connecting, Worshiping, Teaching, Sharing, and 
Serving Others into action in our community and world.

You are invited to be part of the family at GVLC!
Come and experience the Hope of Christ!

- Pastor Kurt Weber
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Our Values
We CONNECT as a family in Christ. We seek closer connections with one 
another through worship, fellowship, and service. Reflecting God’s grace, we 
lift each other up, forgive, and support each other in love as members of God’s 
family. John 13:34, Hebrews 10:25, Psalm 133:1, Colossians 3: 13-14, 1 Peter 3:8, 
Galatians 6:2, 10

We WORSHIP God joyfully. We celebrate God’s victory through Christ, by 
coming together with music to glorify God, experience His grace, and refresh 
our faith. Psalm 100, Psalm 47:1, Psalm 32:11, Psalm 66:1-2; John 4:23, 
Romans 12:1-2

We TEACH God’s Word as the absolute foundation of our Church and our 
lives. Through sermons, Bible study, and activities to reach all members of 
our church and community, we constantly seek a fuller understanding of 
God’s Word, to build faith and to live as God’s people. 2 Timothy 3:16-17, 
Romans 10:17, Hebrews 11:6, Luke 6:47-48

We SHARE God’s love as a Great Commission Church. We are sinners saved 
only by God’s grace through Jesus Christ. We actively bring this saving 
gospel of hope to those currently in our lives as well as those in our broader 
community and the world. As humble servants of Christ, we live out our 
faith by striving to model the fruits of the Spirit to a world hungry for 
community, love, and grace. Matthew 28: 18-20, Acts 1:8, Galatians 5:22, 
Romans 1:16, Romans 10:14-15

We SERVE others unselfishly as instruments of God’s love. We seek to meet 
the needs of our members, our community, and our world as a critical part of 
our ministry to reach others for Christ. We freely offer God’s Church as a place 
of refuge, healing, and hope to those struggling in this difficult world. Hebrews 
6:10, John 12:26, Matthew 23:11, Mark 10:45, 1 Peter 4:10, John 21:17, 
Matthew 25:40, Matthew 11:28-30, 2 Corinthians 1:3-4
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Our Services
Whether you’ve never been to church or it’s just been a while, we’ve 
created a space that is engaging and safe for you to explore your faith. 
Come as you are: jeans, suit, or dress; casual or dressy. “The Lord looks at 
the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7).

Services are informal, welcoming, family-orientated and are typically 
an hour. Join us in the Sanctuary (handicap accessible with comfortable 
pews) to the right through the lobby.

Worship Service Times
Sunday Worship Services (Labor Day-Memorial Day) - 8:30 & 10:45 a.m.

Summer Worship Service (Memorial Day-Labor Day) - 9:30 a.m.

Family Education Hour (Labor Day-Memorial Day)
9:40 a.m. Sunday School and Adult Classes
Join us as we teach and learn together. Classes are offered for every 
age group.

Communion/The Lord’s Supper
Each service contains relevant messages for daily living and prayers. 
Communion/The Lord’s Supper is celebrated each week.

Children’s Message
A fun, engaging time where kids gather at the front of the Sanctuary 
to hear the day’s message in a presentation just for them.

All Are Welcome!
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Thrivent is the marketing name for Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Insurance 
products issued by Thrivent. Not available in all states. Securities and investment 
advisory services offered through Thrivent Investment Management Inc., a 
registered investment adviser, member FINRA and SIPC, and a subsidiary of 
Thrivent. Licensed agent/producer of Thrivent. Registered representative of 
Thrivent Investment Management, Inc. Advisory services available through 
investment adviser representatives only. Thrivent.com/disclosures.

20328  R11-20

Getting your finances in order isn’t always easy. That’s why 

I’m here. Together, we can assess your financial picture and 

personalize your strategy to:

Let’s connect to get you where you want to go. 

• Protect your future.

• Save and prepare for income in retirement.

• Pay for college or education expenses.

• Invest and manage your assets.

• Give to causes that matter to you.

Financial Guidance From  
Someone Who Gets You

“World’s Most Ethical Companies” and “Ethisphere” names and marks are 
registered trademarks of Ethisphere LLC. For details, visit Ethisphere.com.

Thrivent was named one of 

the “World’s Most Ethical 

Companies” by Ethisphere 

Institute from 2012–2020.

Jonathan F Mueller
ChFC®, CLU®, RICP®

Wealth Advisor

New Hope Group

9220 Bass Lake Rd

Suite 385

New Hope, MN 55428

763-533-1826

jonathan.mueller@thrivent.com

connect.thrivent.com/jonathan-mueller
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What We Teach
The Trinity
We believe in the Triune God. We believe He is one God yet three persons 
– the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The Father – God himself who 
created the heavens and the earth, man, and all living beings. The Son – 
Jesus, God’s Son our Savior, who lived a perfect life on earth, died, and 
rose again for the salvation of all people. We believe all who trust Jesus as 
their Savior will be with him in heaven. The Holy Spirit – The third person 
of the Trinity who comforts us, leads us with God’s Word, brings us to 
faith, and point us to our Savior, Jesus.

Grace and Salvation
We believe that we all sin. We all make mistakes and fail to love God and 
love our neighbor as He intended. We know God demands perfection and 
that He demands payment for our sins. But most importantly, we know 
God, in his love, gives us grace and forgives all of our sins. He has shown 
us this grace by sending his one and only Son, Jesus Christ, to pay the 
ultimate price – giving His life for us. So with grateful hearts, we live to 
serve God and our neighbors.

The Bible
“The Bible is lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path.” Psalm 119:105. 
The Bible is the inerrant Word of God and is the foundation of all the 
teaching in our church. We believe the Bible is the source of truth that 
guides and leads us in all aspects of our lives to love God with all our 
heart, mind, and strength, and to love our neighbors as ourselves. The 
Bible shares God’s good news in His Son Jesus Christ who lived, died, and 
rose again for the salvation of us all.

Baptism
The gift of God’s Grace in Baptism is available to everyone who seeks it 
– infants to 99+. We are all sinful and in need of God’s forgiveness. God 
invites us into his family through baptism, forgives our sin, and makes us 
his children through the washing of the water and sharing of the God’s 
Word “baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.” Matthew 28:19

Communion
Communion (or the Lord’s Supper) is God’s Special meal of Grace. In 
communion we receive bread and wine, but more importantly, we receive 
the body and blood of our Savior “poured out for many for the forgiveness 
of sins.” Matthew 26:28. All are invited to come to the table with a humble 
and repentant heart, believing that Christ your Savior is present in the 
meal for your benefit and gives you forgiveness.
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Loving Shepherd Early
Learning Center -

Offering Hope to the World
Program Qualifications
Loving Shepherd is licensed by the Minnesota Department of Human 
Services and carries accreditations with two National organizations; 
National Lutheran School Accreditation (NSLA) and the National 
Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC).

History
Founded in 1989 as a Christian outreach ministry of Golden Valley 
Lutheran Church, the center’s focus is promoting quality, age-appropriate 
teaching techniques for children from infant to pre-school. In 2017, the 
addition of a before- and after-school care program allowed for elementary 
school-aged children to also be reached.

Leadership
Brenda Lovhaug, the Center’s Director, has 30 years of experience with 
young children. She has been recognized by the community, the church 
district level, and at a national level for her commitment to building strong 
relationships and sharing best practices with other educational centers. 
Having received a rare “Exemplary Status” for LSELC, she has also been 
asked to be an educational consultant for the Minnesota South District 
of the Lutheran Church. She has assembled a team of stable, caring 
professionals that model the philosophy of the program.

Mission Statement
Loving Shepherd Early Learning Center (LSELC) exists to provide Christian 
nurture, support, and education to parents and children, so that they may 
know Jesus and touch the lives of others with His love.

Purpose
LSELC is committed to work in partnership with parents to provide the 
best care possible for children. In a caring, Christian atmosphere, children 
explore their environment and receive guidance in participation to 
increase self-esteem and personal success. Safe and secure age-appropriate 
learning is emphasized. Christian education and values are integrated into 
daily living and curriculum.
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Philosophy
It is the philosophy of LSELC that young children learn most effectively 
when they have the opportunity to explore their environment and 
experience a variety of materials and situations while they play. We also 
believe in a responsive, developmental approach to early childhood 
learning that emphasizes each child develops at their own rate and that 
progress is measured individually rather than in comparison to other 
children in the group.

LSELC is a Christ-centered program. Learning experiences are taught from 
the Christian perspective that each child is a child of God and that all 
people are deserving of respect as creatures of God. In accordance with 
this philosophy, we include prayer, worship, Bible stories and teaching, and 
service to others as part of our curriculum.

To learn more about the details of this Christ-centered ministry, feel free to 
contact Brenda directly at 763.544.0590 or visit lselc.net
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Bible Basics: RP3
Read to Picture, to Ponder, to Put into actionder, ttoo Puutt iinnto aaccttiion

Read Bible stories together with 
families, Sunday school classes, 
Scout groups ...anybody interested 
in the Bible!

For All Ages (Including Parents and Leaders)

Perfect for Campouts or Weekend Retreats 
(Three 45 Minute Long Sessions)

Bible-based Christian Education Programs

FREE to download requirements from: www.praypub.org
For more information: 1-800-933-7729

New Patch Series From P.R.A.Y.

Patches & Pins 
Available for Purchase

Serving Golden Valley for over 20 years

550 Winnetka & Hwy 55
763-542-1931 | doolittles.com
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GVLC Staff
Kurt Weber
Senior Pastor
Together in ministry with God’s People at GVLC, we minister 
to people, here and abroad, sharing the love of God and 
proclaiming Jesus as Lord and Savior to those who do not 
know Him. This is our mission and ministry so that all people 
might know His forgiving love and that they might know that 
He has prepared a place for them with Him in heaven.
763.544.2810 X11
kurtw@gvlc.net

Jennifer Hall
Director of Family Ministries
Jen oversees our ministry to families with children 
from birth through grade 5. She coordinates and plans 
all children’s ministries (e.g. Sunday School, Vacation 
Bible School, Easter Fair), creates and facilitates parent 
education, provides spiritual growth opportunities 
through music, drama, studying scripture, service, 
arts and crafts, and plans fun family-based activities 

throughout the year that foster relationships with others and most 
importantly, with Jesus Christ.
763.544.2810 X12
jenh@gvlc.net

Cindy Inselmann
Director of Care Ministries
Cindy visits members of the GVLC community who are 
hospitalized or homebound. She also provides grief 
counseling, coordinates our adult Bible Studies and 
different support group ministries. Cindy helps coordinate 
our service ministries to our community, and partners with 
LCMS Lutheran Church for short-term missionaries.
763.544.2810 X13
cindyi@gvlc.net
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Brenda Lovhaug
Director of Loving Shepherd Early Learning Center
Brenda is an Elementary and Early Childhood Education 
graduate of Concordia University – St. Paul and accepted 
a call from GVLC to be Director of the Early Learning 
Center in 2001 after serving as an Associate Director. Her 
tenure includes the successful opening and management 
of a childcare center at Bethlehem Lutheran Church. 
She also has previous experience with GVLC as a Lead 

Toddler Teacher and a Lead Preschool Teacher. Loving Shepherd Early 
Learning Center is a non-profit program that exists to provide Christian 
nurture, support, and education to children and parents – so that they may 
know Jesus and touch the lives of others with His love.
763.544.0590
brendal@gvlc.net

Kris Metzler
Office Manager
Kris oversees the day-to-day operations of our office 
by greeting guests, directing phone calls, answering 
questions and providing information about our church, 
preparing weekly worship screens and bulletins, compiling 
information for newsletters, and a variety of other projects.
763.544.2810 X10
mail@gvlc.net

GVLC Board of Deacons
President: The congregation president coordinates the planning and 
activities of the Board of Deacons. They lead the Deacons’ meetings and 
our congregational meetings, adhering to the Constitution and Bylaws of 
the congregation. They also appoint special committees.

Vice President: The vice president supports the spiritual, physical, 
and material welfare of our staff. They record the minutes of all Voters 
Assembly and Board of Deacon meetings for anyone to review, and oversee 
the activities of the Treasurer.

Resources Deacon: This deacon oversees the management of our 
facilities, grounds, and equipment. They and their team also represent the 
church in legal matters pertaining to facilities, grounds, and equipment, 
and ensure protection of the church against loss or damage.

Early Learning Center Deacon: This deacon chairs the Loving 
Shepherd Early Learning Center Board which conducts tuition-based 
early childhood education programs based on God’s love. The board sets 
guidelines for program operation, oversees program evaluation and long-
range planning, and reaches out to children and their families.
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Communications Deacon: This deacon collaborates with church 
leadership and staff to publicize the work of our church. They provide 
overall strategic communication planning and uses multiple channels to 
connect with the community and our congregation – keeping everyone 
informed of church news and activities.

Service Deacon: This deacon coordinates and maintains existing service 
programs and develops new service opportunities within our congregation. 
They also help members discern, nurture, develop, and apply their 
spiritual gifts and talents within the Kingdom of God.

Spiritual Growth (Adults) Deacon: This deacon’s ministry helps 
adults develop a stronger relationship with Jesus Christ through study and 
application of God’s Word. They work with others to provide a variety of 
adult educational opportunities including Bible classes, topical studies, and 
other learning programs.

Spiritual Growth (Youth) Deacon: This deacon works with our Youth 
Ministries to nurture the spiritual foundation of our junior high, senior 
high, and post-high school youth by involving them in the work of Jesus, 
promoting Christian fellowship through activities and events.

Spiritual Growth (Children) Deacon: This deacon works with our 
Director of Family Ministries to provide a spiritual foundation for our children 
(5th grade and under) to connect with Jesus as their friend and Savior. In 
addition to on-going Christian education through Sunday School and mid-
week activities, they support special growth opportunities throughout the 
year such as Vacation Bible School, Easter Fair, and more. They also help 
coordinate parent education classes and service projects for families.

Worship Deacon: This deacon, along with our Pastor, promotes the 
worship life of our congregation. They provide oversight to a variety of 
Christ-centered, Bible-based worship opportunities for the congregation, 
support the Pastor, and supervise everything pertaining to worship.
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Golden Valley Lutheran
Church History

1946 - 2021
In January of 1946, Golden Valley Lutheran Church organized as a 
Christian congregation. The group of 25 souls met at the home of 
Waldemar Koeneman. Later that year, the property at Glenwood and 
Turners Crossroad was purchased at a cost of $13,000. The property 
included a house to be used as a parsonage, a brick carriage house and 
land measuring 202 feet by 309 feet. Under the pastorate of
Rev. Fred Kipp, the buildings were dedicated with 165 people attending.

In 1952, the congregation called Rev. Roland O. Koch to be its full-time 
pastor. This year was also significant because the congregation decided to 
shoulder full financial responsibility without the aid of the District.

For the next ten years, through Bible study, prayer, commitment and 
sacrifice, there was significant growth in the congregation. The church 
grew so much that in 1955, a new church and meeting room were 
dedicated and in 1963, a new education wing was dedicated.

Through the ministries of GVLC, the next 20 years saw many Christians 
grow into Jesus Christ. Several improvements were made to the sanctuary, 
including the addition of a pipe organ dedicated in 1976. The Sunday 
School was so large that double sessions had to be held. The staff was 
blessed with annual vicars.

In 1985, Pastor Koch retired and the following year Pastor Philip Wagner 
began his ministry at GVLC. Soon thereafter, the church began another 
growth trend. Cindy Wheeler Ministries was called as our Director 
of Family Life. Her innovative leadership and expertise helped the 
congregation to begin a Child Care Ministry. Jennifer Hall accepted a 
call to become our Director of Family Ministries and began meaningful 
spiritual growth opportunities for parents and children. Cindy Inselmann 
was called as Director of Care Ministries.

In 1989, the Golden Valley Lutheran Church Child Care Center officially 
opened under the direction of Wendy Ewald. In 1991, Brenda Lovhaug was 
called as it’s new Director and the center later transitioned into the Loving 
Shepherd Early Learning Center (LSELC) which has received national awards 
and been recognized as a model for other child care centers.

Under the leadership of the called staff, GVLC grew leaps and bounds. 
In 1994, a new sanctuary, classrooms, and administrative offices were 
dedicated. We began another chapter of claiming our community as our 
mission field and we continued to grow in Christ Jesus.
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In 2006, Pastor Wagner received and accepted a call from Trinity Lutheran 
in Waconia, MN. By then our called, paid, and volunteer staff had more 
than doubled and in 2008, when Pastor Rex Rinne began his ministry at 
GVLC, we were ready to turn the page and move forward.

Our mission and ministry opportunities continued, and again there was 
a call for additional facilities. Major renovations and additions, including 
LSELC classrooms, gymnasium, and a new entrance to the church were 
completed in 2015. Following Pastor Rinne’s retirement to the mission field 
in Europe, Pastor Kurt Weber accepted God’s call to serve GVLC in 2016.

In 2021 Golden Valley Lutheran Church celebrates it’s 75th anniversary in 
the sure and certain knowledge that Jesus Christ is our Hope – yesterday, 
today and forever.

From the first group of Christians who formed our church to our present 
Golden Valley Lutheran Church family, we have always been blessed. With 
God’s help and through His grace, we will continue to grow in Christ Jesus 
and pursue our mission: “Offering Hope to the World by Connecting People 
to Christ and to Each Other.”


