
PatrickSaint

P A R I S H

2020
Guide Book and

Directory

1086 North 94th St. • Kansas City, KS 66112 • 913-299-3370



St. Patrick Parish Guide Book & Directory

1

St. Patrick  Parish
1086 North 94th Street, Kansas City, KS 66112

913-299-3370

Dear Friends in Christ,

2020 has been a year in which we are learning not to take anything 
for granted! Family, faith, health, the ability to work—we have been 
drawn into a deeper awareness of the nature of these blessings. In all 
the happenings of our lives we, as Catholics in northeast Kansas, are 
growing as disciples of Jesus, making disciples for Jesus. 

In this guidebook you will find many valuable resources to assist you on 
the journey of discipleship. Each one of us is called for a special work for 
God and within these pages you will find a variety of parish groups and 
ministries waiting for your participation.

This guidebook is provided free of charge because of our many generous 
advertisers so please keep them in mind when purchasing goods and 
services.

May the Lord bless St. Patrick Parish in the year ahead!

Gratefully,

Fr. Mark Mertes
Pastor
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St. Patrick  Parish
Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas

Archbishop Joseph Naumann (Installed March 19, 2004)
Archbishop Emeritus James Keleher (Installed September 8, 1993)

A look  at  the past...
St. Patrick Parish was founded in 1873. The Irish families named the parish 
St. Patrick. The German Catholic families named the small cemetery 
immediately south of our Church for St. Joseph. Parishioners worshiped in the 
small, white frame church until 1954 when the space was no longer sufficient 
for the growth of the parish. From 1954 to 1967, Masses were offered in 
what is now our school lunchroom. On April 26, 1967, Reverend Monsignor 
Alexender M. Harvey, V.G. delegated by Archbishop Edward J. Hunkeler, 
D.D. consecrated the Altar of Sacrifice in the new St. Patrick Church inserting 
the relics of St. Aelidori (Martyr), St. Prosperi (Martyr), and St. Dorensini 
(Martyr) as noted in our records by Reverend Charles M. Brink, pastor. 
The present Church was dedicated on April 30, 1967. Church occupancy is 
600 persons.
In 1949 the parish opened St. Patrick School which was staffed by the Sisters 
of Charity of Leavenworth. The Sisters resided in the parish convent which 
in 1984 became our day care center. In 1999, parishioners celebrated the 
50th anniversary of the school with Mass and a dinner. The present rectory 
provides housing for parish priests and serves as the parish office. A new 
St. Patrick Parish Center was built in 1992. The parish center hosts a variety of 
parish meetings and receptions, serves our youth for basketball and volleyball 
and physical education classes for our school. When the schedule permits, the 
center is available for rent.
In the summer of 2005, our parish worked together on our campaign, 
“Securing Our Future.” Thanks to the generosity of parishioners, we replaced 
the Church roof, sound system, pews, flooring, celebrant and servers’ chairs, 
and choir members’ chairs. A new partition was also added in the west 
vestibule. Archbishop Naumann celebrated and blessed our parish renewal in 
December 2005.
During the summer of 2007, we updated the building which housed our 
former Daycare Center and renamed the building the Early Education Center. 
This building now is home to our programs for 3 and 4 year olds. It also offers 
before and after school care to these children.

A look  at  today...
Today, there are over 1,200 families in St. Patrick Parish. As the surrounding 
Village West area continues to grow, we are welcoming new families and visitors 
regularly. Our Catholic life centers on worship, the proclamation of God’s Word 
and service to Him, one another and our community. We encourage you to 
become actively involved in your parish. A variety of ministries are available for 
your participation to enhance our parish life and activities.
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Parish  Staff 
Father Mark Mertes .............................................................................Pastor
Father Shawn Tunink ............................................................Parochial Vicar
Father Michael Van Lian ..................................................................Burmese
Deacon Dave Cresswell .......................................................... Parish Deacon
Abby Drath ............................................................. Administrative Assistant
Patty Dickinson ................................................................ Business Manager
Rachel Davis ..........................................................Business Office Assistant
Tim Conrad .........................................................................School Principal
Nena Scott .............................................................Early Education Director
Betty Battson ............................................... Director of Religious Education
Cindy Bounds ........................................................................ Music Director
Theresa Smith ..........................................Director of Adult Faith Formation

Staff  Contact  Information
Rectory ...................................................................................913-299-3370
Office Fax ...............................................................................913-788-2644
School ....................................................................................913-299-8131
School Fax ..............................................................................913-299-2845
Religious Education ...............................................................913-299-3728
Early Education Center ..........................................................913-299-3051
Parish Center Reservations .....................................................913-299-3370
Parish Center Kitchen .............................................................913-299-2286

E-mail  Addresses
Father Mark Mertes ...................................................mmertes@archkck.org
Father Shawn Tunink ..................................................stunink@archkck.org
Father Michael Van Lian ......................................... michaellian@gmail.com
Abby Drath ......................................... stpatrickchurchkck@stpatrickkck.org
Patty Dickinson ...............................................pdickinson@stpatrickkck.org 
Rachel Davis .......................................................... rdavis@stpatrickkck.org
Tim Conrad ..........................................................tconrad@stpatrickkck.org
Nena Scott .......................................................... stpateec@stpatrickkck.org
St. Patrick School ..................................................... stpat@stpatrickkck.org
Betty Battson ...................................................... bbattson@stpatrickkck.org 
Cindy Bounds ......................................................... cbounds@archkckcs.org
Theresa Smith ............................................................tsmith@archkckcs.org

Like us on Facebook!
Parish and School Website ......................................... www.stpatrickkck.org
Visit our website to contact staff members, learn about school and parish 
ministries, visit Catholic links, read bulletins from prior weeks and more!

We plan to continue updating the site so please visit often!
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Parish  Mission Statement
St. Patrick Parish is called to love and serve the Lord,

to grow in knowledge, virtue and holiness and to spread the Gospel.
Core Values: Christ-Centered, Evangelization, Formation for All Ages,

Family (Individual Families and Parish Family) and Stewardship
(Approved by Pastoral Council, 2017)

Mass Schedule
Please see the bulletin for the schedule for
school Masses and holy days of obligation.

Saturdays ......................................................................... 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.
Sundays 7:30 a.m., 9:15 a.m., 11 a.m. (English) and 12:45 p.m. (Spanish)
  .....................................................................2:30 p.m. Mass (Burmese)
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ..........6:30 a.m. (Morning prayer at 6:15 a.m.)
Wednesday, Friday ......................................................................... 12:15pm

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church: The precept of the Church 
specifies the law of the Lord more precisely: “On Sundays and other holy days 
of obligation the faithful are bound to participate in the Mass (2180) . . . The 
Sunday Eucharist is the foundation and confirmation of all Christian practice. 
For this reason the faithful are obliged to participate in the Eucharist on days 
of obligation, unless excused for a serious reason (for example, illness, care of 
infants) (2181) . . . Participation in the communal celebration of the Sunday 
Eucharist is a testimony of belonging and of being faithful to Christ and to 
His Church. The faithful give witness by this to their communion in faith and 
charity. Together they testify to God’s holiness and their hope of salvation. 
They strengthen one another under the guidance of the Holy Spirit (2182).”

Eucharistic Adoration: The Blessed Sacrament is exposed Tuesday 
beginning at 7 a.m. Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena and the rosary are 
prayed from 7-7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays.

Stewardship
Endowment Fund and Bequests: If you are considering leaving 
a gift to the parish in your will, please contact the parish office or the 
Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas for assistance.

Tithing: We are very grateful to all parishioners for their generous gifts of 
time, talent and treasure. Each year we ask you to complete a pledge card. 
These gifts are much appreciated.

Weekly Contribution Envelopes: Approximately 6-8 weeks after 
registering, you will begin receiving envelopes bi-monthly through the 
mail. Please also allow 6-8 weeks for address changes in envelopes to take 
place. We appreciate your notification of address changes as it saves the 
parish postage on returned mail. Electronic giving is also available.
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WE'RE PROUD TO SERVE our community with
personal, compassionate care. As your Dignity Memorial®

professionals, we're dedicated to helping families create
a unique and meaningful memorial that truly celebrates

the life it represents. Proudly serving our community since 1948.

CHAPEL HILL - BUTLER FUNERAL HOME
CHAPEL HILL MEMORIAL GARDENS

www.ChapelHill-Butler.com | 913-334-3366
701 N. 94th St. | KC, Kansas

Taking care of
each other is what

community
i s  a l l  about.

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. O  er sponsored by Englert LeafGuard. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This o  er is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.  If married or involved 
with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this o  er: employees of Company or a   liated companies or entities, their immediate family 
members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via  rst 
class United States Mail within 21 days of completion of the in-home consultation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. O  er not sponsored or promoted by Lowe’s and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation.  Expires /3 /20

Seamless, one-piece system keeps
out leaves, pine needles and debris! 

LeafGuard is guaranteed never 
to clog as long as you own your 
home or we’ll clean it for FREE

Eliminates the risk of 
falling o   the ladder to 
clean clogged gutters

Seeamamleesss ono e-pipiececee sysyststeem kkeee pss

Call Today for a FREE ESTIMATE

844-820-1137844-820-1137  

Durable, all-weather tested system–not a  imsy attachment

75%
 

OFF 
  LABOR

Does not include cost of material. 
Other restrictions may apply. Expires /3 /20

25 
LOWE’S 
GIFT CARD

with in-home estimate

$

YEARS BACKED 
BY THE SEAL

15

As you make your end-of-life decisions, don’t forget to 
include your funeral prearrangement. Like wills, medical care 
directives and financial planning, your funeral arrangements 

are part of those important decisions that will make life 
easier for your family. Call us. We’ll help you understand 

your choices and take care of your family.

FUNERAL HOME
(913) 831-3345
(913) 831-3664 Fax
3300 Shawnee Dr.
Kansas City, KS 66106

CEMETERY
(913) 262-6610

Fax (913) 262-7859
2301 South 34th St.

Kansas City, KS 66106www.maplehillfuneralhome.com

Family Owned Since 1945

Forget something?
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Sacraments
Marriage: Catholics are obligated to marry in the Church in order 
to include God in the marriage from the beginning and so that proper 
marriage preparation is given to the couple. Please contact the pastor eight 
to ten months before your wedding date. Marriage preparation includes 
sessions with the priest and five sessions with other engaged couples or 
an online course or a weekend course. You also are asked to attend an 
introduction session on Natural Family Planning. A sacramental marriage 
is the foundation of strong family life.

What if I was not married in the Church? Please visit with the 
pastor regarding your marriage. You and your spouse may need to 
refrain from Holy Communion until your marriage is validated in the 
Church. The pastor will be happy to make arrangements.

What if I have been divorced? If in a state of grace, a divorced 
person may still receive the sacraments. If the person wishes to begin 
dating and possibly marry again, he or she should seek an annulment 
first. Please contact Mrs. Theresa Smith for information and to begin 
the process. She will serve as your Advocate. If you have remarried 
without an annulment, please refrain from Holy Communion and 
contact us. We would be happy to help you return to the sacraments.

Baptism: Please contact Mrs. Theresa Smith to schedule your child’s 
baptism in English or Mrs. Jessy Carpio to schedule your child’s baptism 
in Spanish.. We encourage you to have your baby baptized as soon as 
possible after birth. Parents are asked to attend a Baptismal Preparation 
Class unless they attended a class within the last two years. This class 
provides an overview of the sacrament, Catholic parenting, and the Rite of 
Baptism. To schedule a class or ask questions, please contact Mrs. Smith.

How do we choose godparents? Since the godparent’s role is 
to assist the parents in passing on the faith, parents must choose 
someone who will take the role seriously and be a good role model 
in the faith for the child. Church law requires that godparents be at 
least 16 years of age, confirmed and practicing Catholics. (Practicing 
refers to Catholics who regularly attend Sunday Mass, partake of the 
sacraments, know and follow Church teaching and, if married, were 
married in the Catholic Church.) Please contact Mrs. Smith if you have 
other questions about sponsors or the sacrament.

Reconciliation: This sacrament is available every Saturday, 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
and every Tuesday, 5:30-6:30 p.m., or by appointment. Communal penance 
services are also held during Advent and Lent. Students in second grade in 
the parish school or School of Religion will receive instruction to receive the 
sacrament. Parents attend sacrament preparation gatherings to help them in 
preparing their children for confession. Please contact Mrs. Betty Battson to 
arrange instruction for older children.
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What if I haven’t been to confession in a long time? You are 
encouraged to receive Reconciliation often to help you grow spiritually 
and have more peace. If you are returning to the sacrament and are 
unsure of how to prepare and participate, we invite you to contact one 
of our priests or the Adult Faith Formation Office for assistance. You 
are welcome to make an appointment with a priest for confession. We 
will be happy to guide you in returning to the sacrament.

Eucharist: Children in the second grade in the parish school or School 
of Religion will receive instructions for First Holy Communion. Parents 
attend sacrament preparation gatherings. Parents of older students or 
homeschooled students should contact Mrs. Betty Battson to arrange 
preparation.

What is the proper way to receive the Eucharist? You should 
be in a state of grace and in communion with the Church before 
receiving Jesus in Holy Communion. When receiving the Eucharist, it 
is suggested that as the person in front of you receives, you bow out 
of reverence for the Body and Blood of Christ. You may receive the 
Sacred Host in your hands or on your tongue. To learn more about 
the Eucharist, please read the Gospel of John, Chapter 6. We are truly 
receiving the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of our Lord, Jesus Christ 
— May our lives reflect His Presence!

Confirmation: Students in the parish school or School of Religion will 
prepare for this sacrament in a 2 year program to be conferred by the 
Bishop. Parents attend sacrament preparation gatherings.

What if I have not been confirmed? You are encouraged to 
attend the RCIA program. Archbishop Naumann will confer the 
sacrament of Confirmation to adults who have been baptized Catholic 
on Pentecost. You are encouraged to contact us for information 
regarding the sacrament.

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact the parish office to arrange for a 
Priest to administer this sacrament. Annually the sacrament is offered at 
Mass for those in attendance.

Who may receive the sacrament? Any of the faithful who are 
elderly, having surgery or have a serious illness may receive the 
sacrament.

May I receive the sacrament more than once? It is fitting to 
receive the sacrament again if your condition worsens, if you recover 
and become ill again, or as you grow more frail due to age.
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Are you interested in joining or
returning to the Catholic Church?

St. Patrick Parish welcomes your questions at any time. Each summer, 
Inquiry Nights are hosted which are informal gatherings to ask questions 
about the Church and also to learn about the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults (RCIA). RCIA offers instruction for those interested in joining 
the Catholic Church. Those who have received the sacraments but have 
been away from the Church are welcome to attend RCIA for faith renewal. 
RCIA sessions begin each September and continue through Easter. Classes 
are held at 6:30 p.m. every Tuesday in St. Patrick School library. If this 
time does not work for your schedule, we are happy to provide a plan that 
works for you. RCIA offers adults the time to study, pray and discern God’s 
plan for their lives. We also encourage you to visit the website 
www.catholicscomehome.org. May God bless you on your faith journey!

Adult  Faith  Formation
The future vitality of our Church is dependent on our adults continuing to 
learn the faith and to pass on the tradition of our prayer and values to our 
children. “. . . to teach as Jesus did means calling and equipping all Christians 
of every age and stage of life to fulfill their baptismal call to holiness in family, 
Church and society — their mission to evangelize and transform the world 
into a more caring and just society. Ongoing faith formation is essential to 
accomplish this mission; it does not end at confirmation or graduation but 
continues until one’s death. Accordingly, we strongly reaffirm that, ‘without 
neglecting its commitment to children, catechesis needs to give more attention 
to adults than it has been accustomed to do.’ Catholic schools and religious 
education programs will play a vital role in this plan through the quality faith 
formation they provide to the parents and families of the children they teach.” 
Our Hearts Were Burning Within Us, United States Bishops’ Pastoral Plan for 
Adult Faith Formation.

All parishioners are invited to participate in the following Adult Faith 
Formation or Family Life ministries. Please contact Theresa Smith, 299-3370 
for more information.

Parish Bulletin: Various adult faith formation opportunities are routinely 
featured in the bulletin. Submissions for the bulletin should be sent to 
the parish office by 10 a.m. each Monday for the following weekend 
publication. Bulletin items may be submitted by email to Theresa Smith, 
tsmith@archkckcs.org or by phone, 299-3370. Photos may be submitted 
electronically. Editing for the bulletin may be necessary due to space 
available. Items that are not related to parish activity will be included as 
space allows. Please note that the deadlines may change for holidays.
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9000 STATE AVENUE
KANSAS CITY, KS 66112

913.299.0704
STEVENPENDLETONDDS.COM

STEVEN D. PENDLETON D.D.S., P.A.

Parkway Service Center, Inc.
8565 Parallel Pkwy. • Kansas City, Kansas 66112

A/C • Towing • Tires • Batteries • Full Mechanical Service • Foreign & Domestic

Tim Leffert - Owner

1-913-788-5400

Security Bank of Kansas City
Rooted in KC for more than 100 years

M
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Catholic Book Club: New books are added to the Church bookracks 
every 6-8 weeks. Selections vary from autobiographies, conversion 
stories, papal documents, spiritual writings of the saints, Catholic Church 
teachings, and much more. Payment envelopes are in the book racks and 
may be placed in the collection or brought to the parish office.

Daughters of Mary Prayer and Pilgrimage Group: Ladies of the 
parish are invited to join this group for prayer and adventure. We visit 
Catholic sites and Churches, conferences and enjoy meals together. Events 
are listed in the bulletin.

Rosary: The rosary is prayed before various Masses. Parishioners are 
invited to help lead the Rosary.

FORMED.org: The parish offers a free subscription to FORMED for 
amazing resources for all ages. Enjoy movies, e-books, talks, studies and 
more. Visit formed.org, add our parish name and enjoy. For additional 
information on using FORMED, please contact Mrs. Theresa Smith.

Various Studies: Adults in the parish are invited to attend various studies 
that are offered throughout the year. Please contact the parish office for details 
about current schedule. We encourage you to contact us for resources.

Parish  Family Life
The Home: The Domestic Church: Your home is the first place where 
your children learn about faith. Thus, parents are their children’s first 
missionaries. In your home, they will see prayer and faith in action. Is 
there a Bible visible in your home? Is there a copy of the “Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, 2nd Edition” in your home? Is there a crucifix in your 
home? Are there statues or other reminders of saints visible? Having your 
home reflect your Catholic faith will aid you in teaching your children. 
Parents are the first and best witnesses of Jesus Christ for their children 
and we offer our prayers and support to families.

The parish Family Life ministry provides guidance to the pastor about family 
life in the parish and participates in planning and maintaining various 
ministries designed to support our families. This includes the following:

College Students’ Care Packages: Our college students receive care 
packages from the parish. Generous parishioners provide items such as 
holy cards, bookmarks, faith based information booklets and snacks. This 
is an evangelization and prayer project for our young men and women.

Grief Support Group: Men and women who have lost spouses or 
other loved ones support each other in friendship and prayer. The group 
meets the third Wednesday of each month at noon (lunch is served) in 
the small meeting room of the Parish Center. The meeting includes prayer, 
discussion, speakers, and resources. New participants are welcome.
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Marriage Preparation Lead Couples: Couples who have been 
married in the Catholic Church for at least five years may volunteer 
to be a lead couple for our Marriage Preparation program. Following 
training, they host sessions in their home for engaged couples to 
discuss a variety of topics relating to sacramental marriage. Please 
contact Deacon Dave Cresswell for more details.

Marriage Support: Couples are given a crucifix and a prayer card 
for their first home together from the parish. Various programs for 
married couples are offered regularly. Blessings are offered at Mass on 
World Marriage Day and other occasions. Couples who marry in the 
Church, pray together daily and attend Mass together tend to have 
stronger, happier, lifelong marriages.

Parishioners for Life: This group seeks to counter the culture of death 
by building up the culture of life. Prayer for life issues is top priority. They 
promote awareness and education through offering legislative updates, 
providing prayer cards, attending the March for Life in Topeka, praying at 
abortion centers, supporting local pregnancy centers and more.

Liturgical  Ministries
Altar Servers: Training will be offered to students interested in being 
Altar Servers. When scheduled, it’s helpful for servers to arrive fifteen 
minutes before their scheduled Mass.

Arts and Environment: Volunteers decorate the Church for holy days 
and other celebrations. Their beautiful work enhances our worship.

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: Parishioners are 
invited to be ministers at parish Masses, Providence Medical Center, 
Providence Place or homebound. Training is required. Schedules are 
provided for ministers at weekend masses. If you are unable to serve at 
your scheduled time, please contact another minister to substitute for you.

Gift Bearers: Families are asked to bring forth the gifts at each liturgy. 
Please notify one of the ushers if your family wishes to serve in this way.

Greeters: Our ushers are the first to welcome every parishioner and 
visitor to St. Patrick Church at weekend Masses. Greeters offer assistance 
and answer questions, as needed. They are also responsible for distributing 
the bulletin and other materials, and keeping the pews neat before and 
after Mass. Training is required.

Homebound Ministry: Volunteers visit homebound parishioners every 
Sunday morning to bring them prayer, Holy Communion and friendship. 
Training is required. Families may arrange for ministers to visit by 
contacting the parish office.
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Lectors: Parishioners serve as lectors at all parish Masses. Training is 
required. Lectors are always encouraged to contact the parish priests with 
questions about the Sunday readings.

Liturgy Committee: The group works with the pastor and associate 
pastor to enhance the liturgy and prepare for various liturgical seasons.

Music Ministries: The Music Program at St. Patrick’s consists of a group 
of cantors, an adult choir, a children’s choir, and various instrumentalists.

• The cantors are a select group of trained singers who lead the 
congregation in song during the liturgies.

• The Adult Choir sings at the 9:15 a.m. Mass on Sundays and for 
special celebrations and Holy Days in the parish. They rehearse 
immediately before Mass at 8:30 a.m.

• The Children’s Choir is composed of children in grades 2-6 and 
they sing approximately once a month from October to May at the 
9:15 a.m. Mass. Rehearsals are based on semester schedules. The 
choir is open to both public and private school children.

• Various instrumentalists play for liturgies as needed and as 
available. Please contact the Music Director for more information 
on exact rehearsal days and times.

Sacristans: Sacristans prepare the sacred items used in liturgies. 
Training is required.

Parish  Organizations and Ministries
Altar Society and Circles: All women of the parish are invited to join 
this organization as support members or circle members. A circle is a small 
group within the Altar Society which offers a variety of services to the 
parish and opportunities for friendship. Circles meet once a month. The 
Altar Society general meeting is also monthly. The Altar Society assists 
parishioners who have lost a loved one by providing a luncheon after the 
funeral services are complete. These ladies support the parish in a variety 
of ways and always welcome new members.

Catholic Youth Organization (CYO): Parish children in grades 3-8 
are encouraged to participate in CYO sports programs. Parent volunteers 
serve as coaches and assistant coaches. Currently, teams for cross country, 
volleyball, basketball, flag football, tackle football, soccer and track are 
available. Students practice on parish grounds or in the parish center and 
participate in games against CYO teams from other parishes. Parents are 
encouraged to volunteer to coach, help with occasional fundraising to 
defray costs or serve on the CYO Board.

Finance Council: Parishioners are invited by the pastor to serve. This 
council meets monthly to advise, guide and oversee parish finances. This 
council is advisory to the pastor.
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Green Club: Men of the parish are invited to join this men’s social and 
parish support group, which meets every other Monday at 7 p.m. Activities 
include sponsoring our Lenten fish dinners, participating in our annual ice 
cream social and cutting the grass of the Church grounds during the summer.

Knights of Columbus: All Catholic men are invited to join this 
spiritual/fraternal men’s group. The Knights support religious education, 
seminarians, prolife ministries and parish life. The group meets the 
third Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. The Knights regularly sponsor 
pancake breakfasts for the parish with proceeds benefiting seminarians 
and religious education. They also invite parish children to participate in 
vocation poster contests, free throw contests and more.

Office Help: Volunteers to help with office work are always appreciated. 
If you are able to help answer phones, handle bulk mailings, or other 
office tasks, please contact the parish office.

Pastoral Council: Parishioners serve a three year term. This council is 
advisory to the pastor regarding parish life.

School Advisory Board: School parents are appointed to three year 
terms. This council is advisory to the pastor and principal about the school. 
The Council meets every second Monday of the month at 7 p.m.

Shamrock Club: All parishioners over the age of 55 are invited to join 
the Shamrock Club. The group meets monthly for sack lunches, bingo, 
programs and day trips. They also volunteer to place new missalettes in 
the protective covers in Church.

Social Concerns Committee: These volunteers cook and serve 
monthly at the local food kitchen, conduct collections for food, school 
supplies and Christmas gifts. This committee’s efforts reach far beyond the 
boundaries of the parish to help the needy.

Lenten Fish Dinners: The word has spread — the parish offers the best 
fish dinners around! Over 450 people are fed in our parish center each Friday 
of Lent. We also offer Stations of the Cross each Friday evening of Lent.

Ice Cream Social: Annually, the parish organizations work together 
to plan a wonderful evening of fun, food and friendship. Donations and 
workers are always needed!

Golf Tournament: The tournament is a fundraiser for our parish sports 
program. Parishioners are invited to golf, sponsor a cart or volunteer to 
work. The event is typically the first Friday in August.

Auction: Volunteers offer an evening which begins with a great meal, 
silent auction and concludes with an oral auction of unique, priceless 
items. Donations and workers are responsible for this contribution to our 
parish finances. This event is typically held the first Friday in November.
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Christmas Craft Show: Annually local crafters will gather in our parish 
center to offer unique gift opportunities and wonderful snacks.

Information about these events and many other parish activities will be 
published and updated regularly in the parish bulletin. To ask questions, 
please contact the parish office, 299-3370.

Focus on Catholic Education
The vision for St. Patrick Parish Catholic School is that we will make 
available to all elementary age children an innovative curriculum that 
foster Catholic Values and faith development, prepares students to be 
exceptional scholars, service oriented leaders, and faithful Catholics in 
the interdependent world of high school and beyond. This challenges the 
teachers and students of St. Patrick to grow each day in learning and living 
their faith along with the skills necessary to bring that faith to the world. 
The parish also has a preschool program for three and four year olds to start 
this process early. The school has updated technology in the classrooms 
and in the computer labs. The teachers are learning new methods to help 
prepare students for a new world of work. Our mission is Spirituality, 
Scholarship and Service for the Kingdom of God on Earth and in Heaven.

Our staff is dedicated to making sure every child reaches their full potential. 
Our students get a strong Christian educational foundation that challenges 
each student to achieve his or her fullest potential. All our full-time teachers 
hold a Kansas State Teacher License. A part-time learning facilitator is available 
as a resource for qualified students with reading and math needs. Additional 
resources are available through the public schools for those who qualify for 
special education. A counselor is present two days a week, to support the 
building of relationships and social skills in a Christian community.

Our traditional curriculum can be adapted for all students in Religion, English, 
Mathematics, Reading, Handwriting, Science, Spelling, Social Studies, 
Physical Education, Music, Art, and Computer skills. We are very fortunate 
to have a computer lab at the elementary campus, one in the middle school 
campus and a wireless mobile computer lab for all classes to use.

We strive to be progressive in the programs we offer by focusing on core 
subject matter. Curriculum and teaching methods will continually be 
adjusted to meet the varied needs of our students.

The single most important reason for choosing St. Patrick School is our 
Catholic faith. We teach our students that they are beloved children of a 
gracious and caring God. We provide valuable experiences in “Spirituality, 
Scholarship and Service.”
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Spirituality: The school is a ministry of St. Patrick Parish offering a 
Catholic education that is faith-centered. This is influenced by the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and focuses on spiritual and moral growth. A Catholic 
education helps children come to know Christ and what it means to be 
a Catholic in the world today, while inspiring them to become active 
members in the St. Patrick Parish community. Prayer is the central 
focus of our day. This is emphasized through communal prayer at Mass, 
prayer services, classroom prayers and silent prayer. Prayer provides an 
environment that nourishes and cultivates young minds, souls and fosters 
service to God and others in a prayerful and nurturing environment. Our 
students attend Mass at least once weekly, with different grade levels being 
responsible for the liturgies. We provide preparation for the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation and First Holy Communion in second grade and the 
Sacrament of Confirmation in the eighth grade.

Scholarship: Academic Excellence. If students are to become loyal 
members of the Church and their communities, they must be given the 
academic foundation on which to build for the future. St. Patrick School’s 
curriculum is based upon outcomes developed by the Archdiocese of 
Kansas City in Kansas and the Kansas State Board of Education. Our 
students reach high levels of academic achievement. Students are given 
every opportunity to excel as persons through many extra-curricular 
activities, clubs and the CYO Sports program.

Service: Christian service is an important component of Catholic 
education at St. Patrick’s School. Students are taught to look beyond 
themselves to the larger community, learning to share their time, talent 
and treasure. Our Celtic Families meet once a month to provide a service 
to the school, parish and community. These families consist of members 
from each grade level from Pre-Kindergarten through eighth grade. Like 
a true family, the older students guide and teach the younger ones and 
develop a working relationship with each other throughout the year. All 
students are also required to earn service hours each quarter. This is done 
in various ways such as the annual Middle School Walk-A-Thon. Funds 
generated from this 5-mile walk provide a Christmas for needy families in 
our inner city Catholic grade schools.

Religious Education Program (School of Religion): St. Patrick’s 
Religious Education Program is for children in grades kindergarten 
through eighth who do not attend the parish school. Volunteer catechists 
instruct the students in Scripture, teachings of the Catholic Church, 
and preparation for the sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist and 
Confirmation. Classes are held every Wednesday evening in the school 
from 6:50-8 p.m. September through April. Parents may enroll by 
contacting Mrs. Betty Batson, 299-3728. Volunteers are always welcome 
in the School of Religion. We encourage you to volunteer as a catechist, 
classroom aid, greeter, office aid, or assistant for various projects.
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Bishop Ward High School: Bishop Ward opened a Catholic High 
School at 12th and Sandusky in 1908. The graduating class of 1931 was 
the first class from the present school on 18th Street. Dorney Field has 
been the site of many football games and pep rallies for Bishop Ward 
students. Traditionally, the Homecoming Mass is also celebrated on the 
field. Students in grades 9-12 are offered a quality Catholic education with 
spiritual direction from priests of the Archdiocese. Bishop Ward has offered 
over 100 years of service. The Board of Trustees oversees the programming 
that will serve our students in this 21st century. Our parishes and parents 
are very generous in their support as are our alumni and civic community. 
For information, please contact the school at 913-371-1201 or visit their 
site, www.wardhigh.com to learn more about Bishop Ward. Bishop Ward 
is a long-standing tradition in Wyandotte County offering a Christian 
environment with opportunities to grow in faith, college prep academics, 
and quality studies for all students.

Protecting God ’s Children (Virtus Program)
“Every adult connected with a parish, school or agency in the Catholic 
Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas will have an opportunity to attend 
a forum designed to prevent the abuse of children. The ‘To Protect God’s 
Children’ program identifies the warning signs of abuse and teaches 
strategies for maintaining safe environments for children. When adults 
who interact with children increase their awareness of child sexual abuse, 
they form a shield that protects children. That shield is a network of adults 
alert to potentially abusive situations and children with the confidence 
to speak up. Participants will learn how to discuss different aspects of 
abuse, including sexual abuse, with children and how to teach them to 
protect themselves. In addition to the community forums, the Archdiocese 
requires all employees and volunteers who work with children to complete 
the training. It is my intent that every minister, educator, youth worker, 
and employee attends a forum. To strengthen the program, it is also my 
intention that they will participate in an on-line continuing education 
program. Enhanced by a series of videotaped statements from abuse 
perpetrators, child victims, and parents, the three-hour sessions will be 
scheduled for parishes throughout the archdiocese.

These awareness sessions will be available in both English and Spanish. 
They will be led by people from our Archdiocese specially trained as 
facilitators. Sessions will be publicized through parishes, schools and in 
the LEAVEN. For more information on this program please visit 
www.virtus.org.”

By Archbishop Emeritus James P. Keleher, website www.archkck.org.

You must attend a Virtus session BEFORE volunteering with any children 
in the parish or school. Trainings are offered throughout the year at a 
variety of locations.
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Continuing Training: After attending a Virtus session, you may be 
chosen based on your role in the parish to receive additional training. To 
continue working with children, you must complete all follow-up training. 
This includes monthly bulletins. You must read the article and answer the 
question to receive credit. After one year, you will receive information to 
re-certify (takes approximately 15 minutes). 
If you have questions about Virtus, please contact our Parish Virtus 
Coordinator, Betty Battson, 299-3728.

Please remember the parish and
all parishioners in your prayers.


