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Our Lady of La Salette Parish History
In 1921, the few Catholics who lived in the Berkley area purchased land 
to build a church on Catalpa where Anderson Middle School is today. 
The new parish, named Our Lady of Refuge, was established in 1924. It 
soon began to flourish. In 1927, the church was moved to a new site, on 
the corner of Coolidge and Harvard. A new rectory was built. The future 
looked promising. Then the Depression came. The parish lost the money it 
had in the bank, the parishioners lost their jobs, and everything came to a 
standstill. In 1932, the Archdiocese of Detroit asked the Missionaries of La 
Salette to come to Berkley and staff the parish. When the La Salette priests 
arrived, there was little furniture, no telephone and not even enough 
money to turn on the lights. They eventually sold the rectory.

During those years, when the people were out of work, they did what they 
could, by bricking in the church and excavating a basement. Volunteers 
completed all the work. The pride this work brought and the unity it 
preserved saved the parish. The original name of the church was also 
changed. It became Our Lady of La Salette.

As the country came out of the Depression, life for the people and the 
parish improved. During those comeback years, the church acquired most 
of the property it owns today.

Our Lady of La Salette School started in 1943 with two classrooms in a 
garage. It was staffed by the Sisters of Mercy and its first enrollment was 
100 children. The early 1960’s saw enrollments well over 1,000. After 70 
years of Catholic education, the school closed in June of 2013.

A new parish office building and residence was built in 1963. From 1953 
until 1967, the church was located on the site of the Father Landry Center, 
which was built in 1988. The present church was built in 1967.

In 1994, the La Salette Missionaries withdrew from the parish and 
responsibility for ministering to the people of Our Lady of La Salette was 
returned to the Archdiocese of Detroit.

Brick and mortar do not make a church; people do. However, the 
measurement of a parish’s faith can be judged by the sacrifices people 
make. Our church has a record of giants in the faith.
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The Apparition of Our Lady of La Salette
On September 19, 1846, a beautiful lady appeared to two children on a 
mountain near the town of La Salette, France. A crucifix hung around her 
neck. On the left of the crucifix hung miniature pincers and on the right 
hung a miniature hammer.

While she spoke to the children, the beautiful lady cried. She told of the 
sorrow of her Son because the people would not pray and go to Mass and 
because they would swear and use the name of her Son without respect. She 
told the children they must pray daily at night and in the morning. If they 
could not do better, they should at least say an Our Father and a Hail Mary.

After many years of study and investigation, the apparition of the beautiful 
Lady of La Salette was declared by the Church to be a visitation of Mary, 
the Mother of God. The bishop of Grenoble, France asked some of his 
priests to volunteer their services for pilgrims going to the site of the 
apparition. In the course of a few years, they decided to become a religious 
community. In 1879, the Church formally recognized the Missionaries of 
La Salette. In 1892, the first La Salette Missionaries came to the United 
States. A seminary was built in Hartford, Connecticut, and missionaries 
served in then-understaffed areas such as Berkley, Michigan.

The La Salette Cross
At La Salette, Mary wore a crucifix suspended from a chain around her 
neck with instruments used in Christ’s crucifixion. A hammer was on the 
right, and a pincers on the left. The hammer was the tool used to drive the 
nails into Christ’s flesh. It symbolizes sin. The pincers were the pliers-like 
tool used to remove the nails when Jesus was taken down from the cross. 
They symbolize prayer, penance, and reconciliation.

Mary’s message at La Salette was a tearful mother’s plea to her children. 
She asked the faithful to turn from habits of sin and to pray for the 
conversion of sinners. The landmark cross on our parish church symbolizes 
her message.
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Parish Staff
The Pastoral Team

Rev. Fr. Patrick J. Connell ................................... Pastor ...... (248) 877-0216
 frredbeard@icloud.com

Rev. Mr. Daniel M. Darga .................Pastoral Associate .................... ext. 11
 dmdarga@lasalette-church.org

Rev. Mr. Clem Stankiewicz ............................... Deacon ...... (248) 953-8088
 cstankiewicz@lasalette-church.org

Mr. Peter A. Rogers ............................Minister of Music .................... ext. 17
 progers@lasalette-church.org

Brother Al Mascia, OFM ...............................................................................  
  ...........Coordinator of Catechesis/Faith Formation .................... ext. 13
 amascia@lasalette-church.org

Mrs. Kathy Fox ....................... Executive Administrator .................... ext. 14
 kfox@lasalette-church.org

Youth Ministry
Mrs. Kerri Bonner ..................................Youth Minister ...... (248) 376-3485
 bonner.kerri@yahoo.com

Mr. Robert Doppel .................................Youth Minister ...... (313) 633-0926
 bdoppel@gmail.com

Sacraments and Sacramental Policies
Baptism

BIRTH TO AGE SEVEN: Children from birth to age seven will be baptized 
according to the Rite of Baptism for Children. Parents requesting 
baptism for their children should ordinarily be registered parishioners 
of Our Lady of La Salette Parish. A preparation session for parents 
and godparents is required. Please contact the parish offices for more 
information at least two months before the month of baptism.

AGE EIGHT TO AGE FOURTEEN: Baptism and the other sacraments 
of initiation for these children who have not received the sacraments 
at the traditional age or who have been baptized in another Christian 
community will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. The decision 
to use the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults will be made in 
consultation with the pastor and the pastoral team. The religious 
education department will provide catechesis for these children.
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AGE FIFTEEN AND OLDER: These young people will be prepared for the 
sacraments of initiation according to the norms of the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults. Formation will normally take place through the 
parish R.C.I.A. process.

First Communion
The FIRST COMMUNION program is usually a two-year process, 
beginning in the first grade, with the reception of First Holy Communion 
in the second grade. Older children are prepared on an individual basis.

The parish believes that parents play an important role in the sacramental 
preparation of their child through weekly participation and celebration at 
Mass, attendance at parent meetings and the parent-child retreat.

We know that children’s understanding of the Eucharist at this age is developed 
through parents, catechists, and religious education staff members. The 
celebration and reception of First Holy Communion takes place in the spring.

Confirmation
Students in the seventh and eighth grade prepare for the Sacrament of 
CONFIRMATION. They explore the meaning of the Gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. Service projects flowing from the Corporal and Spiritual Works of 
Mercy are an important part of the preparation process. The celebration 
of the sacrament takes place in the eighth grade. Our confirmandi are 
reminded that Confirmation is not the end, but the beginning of their 
lifelong commitment to Jesus Christ and His Church, bearing witness to 
Him and serving others as Catholic Christians.

Reconciliation
Children age seven and older are welcomed, assisted and encouraged to 
celebrate the Sacrament of RECONCILIATION, also known as Penance or 
Confession. The indicators of a child’s readiness for this sacrament are a desire 
for forgiveness and trust in God’s forgiving love; the ability to know right from 
wrong, the ability to express sincere sorrow; the awareness of the need for 
change and the ability to describe wrongdoing in his/her own words.

According to archdiocesan policy, children celebrate their First 
Reconciliation prior to First Holy Communion.

Anointing of the Sick
The Sacrament of the ANOINTING OF THE SICK, once called Extreme 
Unction, has taken on a different tone since Vatican II. Following the words 
of St. James (5:14-15), the church is called to celebrate this sacrament of 
healing with those individuals who suffer from a physical, emotional, or 
spiritual illness. Our Lady of La Salette Parish celebrates a communal Mass 
of the Anointing of the Sick annually; but anyone in need of the sacrament 
at any time is invited to call the pastor to make arrangements.
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Compliments
Of a Friend

UTICA

(586) 731-7240

FARMINGTON HILLS

(248) 471-3050

CLARKSTON

(248) 620-5258

CEDAR SPRINGS

(616) 696-2913

ANN ARBOR

(734) 239-8200
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Marriage
God’s special blessings are upon those who are called to the sacrament of 
MARRIAGE in the Roman Catholic Church. The following information 
will help in the proper planning for the wedding celebration.

Setting the Date
For couples wishing to marry at Our Lady of La Salette Church, either 
the bride or the groom should ordinarily be a registered member of 
the parish. The Archdiocese of Detroit requires a minimum six-month 
preparation period before the wedding. Only the pastor may grant 
exceptions to this rule. All couples must meet with the priest or deacon 
before setting their wedding date.

Wedding Hours
Weddings may take place Fridays between the hours of 3:00 p.m. and 
7:00 p.m. On Saturdays, weddings may normally take place between 
11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. The church will be open two hours before 
the actual time of the ceremony for pictures, flowers, and set up, etc. 
and remain open for forty-five minutes after the ceremony, provided 
no other liturgical celebration is taking place.

Pre-Marital Inventory
The priest or deacon assisting the couple’s preparation for the 
sacrament of marriage will use a counselor or a professional pre-
marital inventory service to guide the process. The fee for the 
inventory and counseling varies and will be discussed at the first 
meeting with the priest or deacon. Please call the parish office to 
contact a priest or deacon to begin the preparation for a wedding.

Holy Orders
HOLY ORDERS is the sacrament through which the mission entrusted 

by Christ to his apostles continues to be exercised in the Church until 
the end of time. Thus, it is the sacrament of apostolic ministry. It 
includes three degrees: episcopate (bishops), presbyterate (priests), 
and diaconate (deacons). The ordained ministers exercise their 
service for the People of God by teaching, divine worship and pastoral 
governance.

We pray that more men will respond to God’s call to ordained ministry.
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The Parish Pastoral Council
and the Parish Finance Council

The PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL (PPC) and the PARISH FINANCE 
COUNCIL (PFC) serve as consultative bodies to the pastor in the 
administration of parish finances, budget, parish facilities and long-
range financial development.

The pastor appoints members of the finance council based on their 
expertise in the areas of finance, civil law, accounting, property 
management, budgeting, and personnel management. The finance 
council consists of three to nine members.

Although independent bodies, the Parish Pastoral Council and the 
Parish Finance Council must be collaborative in their efforts regarding 
parish leadership. Essentially, their dialogue with one another should 
foster mutual respect and support as to the unique role they each play 
in carrying out the parish vision. While the Pastoral Council needs an 
understanding of the parish finances, its expertise is not in financial 
matters. Likewise, the Finance Council is administrative in nature, and not 
responsible for the pastoral planning or long-range visioning of the parish, 
other than the financial resources necessary to support such planning.

Evangelization Committee
The Evangelization Committee serves as a catalyst for the total 

evangelizing effort in the parish. The committee works directly with 
the pastor, pastoral team, Parish Pastoral Council, and the parish 
commissions to ensure that evangelization is the parish priority and is 
integrated into all areas of parish life.

According to the U.S. Bishops, “Evangelizing means bringing the 
Good News of Jesus into every human situation and seeking to convert 
individuals and society by the divine power of the Gospel itself. At its 
essence are the proclamation of salvation in Jesus Christ and the response 
of a person in faith, which are both works of the Spirit of God” .. (Go and 
Make Disciples, 10; cf. Evangelii Nuntiandi, 18).
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The Ministry of Music at Our Lady of La Salette
Music is God’s special gift to humankind going back to biblical times.

The Bible tells about “those whom David set over the service in song in the 
house of the Lord,” and says “they ministered before the dwelling place of 
the tabernacle of the congregation with singing.” (1Chronicles 6:31 & 32) 
In the book of Psalms, David proclaims:

“Sing to the Lord a new song; sing praise in the congregation of the 
faithful.” (Psalm 150:1)

In the days of King David then, choirs were established to serve their church 
by expressing the praise, joy, and thankfulness of the people to God.

Over the centuries, this purpose has never changed! Music indeed is a 
sacred gift that stirs the soul and lifts our voice in praise. The ministry of 
music at Our Lady of La Salette is a wonderful instrument by which we 
can deepen this praise for the honor and glory of God.

Do you have experience singing or playing an instrument? Do you have an 
interest and ability to offer your time and talent to our congregation through 
music? If so, please consider participating in one of our musical groups.

The Choirs of Our Lady of La Salette
The ADULT PARISH CHOIR is open to parishioners of high school age 
and over. This choir leads the singing at the 11:30 a.m. Sunday Mass and 
for special feasts and occasions from September through Pentecost Sunday. 
This choir rehearses Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. in the choir room.

The CONTEMPORARY CHOIR is an ensemble that leads the singing at 
the 9:30 a.m. Mass and for special feasts and occasions from September 
through Pentecost Sunday. Vocalists and accomplished instrumentalists are 
invited to join us. Rehearsals take place Thursday evenings at 7:30 p.m. in 
the choir room.

The FUNERAL VIGIL MUSIC MINISTRY is offered for those who wish 
to sing for Vigil Services at local funeral homes when the need arises. 
This ministry is ideal for those who would like to participate in the music 
program but for whatever reason cannot commit to the nine-month choir 
season. Contact Laura Mastracci at (248) 541-4194 for further details.

The SCHOLA CANTORUM or “School for Singers” is for parishioners 
interested in training to become Cantors (song leaders) at our worship 
celebrations. The Cantors lead in the singing of the Psalms and encourage 
the congregation’s musical participation at Mass in the absence of the 
choir. The program is individually tailored based on the applicant’s music 
ability. Participation in one of the vocal choirs is highly encouraged. Please 
contact Mr. Rogers to arrange for an interview and audition.



Our Lady of La Salett e Parish Guide Book & Directory

9

Brakes • Exhaust • Oil Change • Maintenance
Air Conditioning • Alternators • Starters • Radiators
Shocks • Struts • Alignments • Tune-Up • Tires
Hoses • Belts • Bulbs • & More

Auto Service Experts

29611 Harper @ 12 Mile Road
586-775-1830

Hours M&F 8–7. T, W, Th 8–6. Sat 8–4
SENIOR CITIZENS 

DISCOUNT!

Parish Benefactors
B&B COLLISION CORP.

All Makes & Models • “WE CARE”
(248) 543-2929 • Week 7-5:30 Sat 9-12

919 S. Main St., Royal Oak, MI
www.bandbcollisioncorp.com

Brookline Dentistry
Alan C. Cirilli, D.D.S.

1665 West 12 Mile Rd., Berkley, MI
(248) 547-7700

www.brooklinedentistrymi.com
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INSTRUMENTALISTS
Accomplished instrumentalists interested in sharing their gifts are 
encouraged to contact Mr. Rogers.

For further information on the available music programs of the parish 
contact Mr. Peter Rogers at (248) 541-3762, extension 17, or you may 
e-mail him at progers@lasalette-church.org

Religious Education and Christian Formation Ministries
Our CATECHETICAL PROGRAM is rooted in and faithful to the Roman 
Catholic tradition, while remaining sensitive to faith formation best 
practices of the 21st century. In response to emerging insights, as well as 
the pressures of modern day living, we have embraced a family-centered 
model of faith formation. This allows families to grow in their appreciation 
of our faith together, providing regularly scheduled opportunities for the 
whole family to be part of the learning process. We call this new model of 
faith formation the SunDay Experience.

PARENTS are the first catechists and primary teachers in the faith formation 
of their children. That said, we recognize the importance of ongoing faith 
formation for parents themselves. Coming together as a whole family for the 
SunDay Experience helps to accomplish this quite efficiently. Importantly this 
gives parents an opportunity to model their faith for their children since what 
parents do can sometimes be as important as what parents say.

VOLUNTEERS are essential for the religious education program. Trained 
and vetted parishioners serve as catechists, adult helpers, hospitality 
directors and childcare providers allowing even families with pre-school 
age children the opportunity to participate in the SunDay Experience.

A VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL for children age five through the 5th 
grade is offered each summer at the well-equipped parish activities 
building. The campus provides safe grounds providing an outdoor venue 
for VBS weather permitting.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY affords older individuals an opportunity to grow 
in their knowledge and appreciation of Sacred Scripture. Throughout the 
year there are classes held on a weekly basis, which usually employ some 
well-considered Bible study methods. Occasionally guest speakers assist in 
directing these classes.
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Alpha
Alpha is a series of sessions exploring the Christian faith, typically run 
over twelve weeks. Each talk exam is a different question of faith and 
is designed to spur conversation. As an introduction to Christianity and 
a tool for the new evangelization, Alpha is being used by thousands of 
Catholic parishes in over 70 countries around the world. Alpha creates an 
environment and opportunity for an encounter with Jesus.

More than 24 million people have experienced Alpha. It attracts many 
people, especially our young, who ask, ‘Is there more to life than this?’

Alpha, an introduction to the life-changing message of Jesus, is offered 
at Our Lady of La Salette periodically through the year and everyone is 
welcome. Watch the bulletin for future course times and dates.

Bible Study
The Great Adventure Foundational Series:

1. Bible Timeline: The Story of Salvation,
2. Matthew; the King and His Kingdom, and
3. The Acts; the Spread of the Kingdom

These are the cohesive presentation of salvation history. We insert various 
other studies throughout the year. See the Bible Study tab on the parish 
website to see what is current, or go to www.AscensionPress.com to view 
the entire compliment of studies.

Offered on Tuesday evenings and Saturday mornings.

Catholic Formation for Adults (adult study group)
To enrich our Catholic understanding and identity, on Monday evenings 
we will explore relevant books, encyclicals and other Church writings. 
Selections will be publicized in the parish bulletin and on the website.

Worship Ministries
ALTAR SERVERS are invited to begin serving in third grade. Servers commit 

themselves to weekly attendance at Mass, to training, and to faithful 
service whenever they are scheduled. This ministry allows our young 
people to have a very active role in the Mass, our first and greatest prayer.

SENIOR ALTAR SERVERS are adult parishioners who assist at liturgy 
during the week at funerals and special services.

READERS (Lectors) proclaim the Scriptures at all liturgies.

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION assist the 
clergy in distributing the Eucharist at Masses.
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USHERS assist worshipers before, during and after the liturgy. Typically, 
they assist with seating and the collection of the offering.

The ART & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE assists in the design and 
preparation of the liturgical and campus environments.

The RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS (RCIA) is 
the process that prepares adults for the sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation and First Eucharist. Parishioners serve as sponsors, 
leaders of scripture sharing, catechists, prayer leaders and planners.

Christian Service Ministries
The HOME MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION provide comfort 

and encouragement to sick and shut in parishioners by bringing Holy 
Communion to them at home.

The SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL is a group of men and women of 
the parish who commit themselves to helping people in our community in 
times of crisis. They distribute food and clothing; and provide emergency 
financial assistance for medicines, housing and utilities.

The LADIES GUILD fosters devotion to our Blessed Mother and sponsors 
events to encourage spiritual outreach to the community. These events 
include days of recollection, ecumenical gatherings, the “Birthday Bag” 
collection, bake sales and the annual Baby Shower.

The PRAYER GROUP gathers twice a month to give honor and glory 
to God through prayer, song, scripture and thanksgiving. We offer 
intercessory prayer for the intentions of anyone who makes a request. 
We share praise reports giving witness to God’s mercy and intervention 
in our lives. We meet on the second and fourth Wednesdays of the 
month at 1:00 p.m. All are welcome.

The SOCIETY FOR PEACE members are committed to seeking peace 
and healing in their own lives, dedicated to praying for peace on their 
own and with others and resolved to take action that helps spread 
peace by performing simple acts of kindness. Mini-Retreats are offered 
several times each year. Regular meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 1:00 p.m. combined with Prayer Group. 
All are welcome to attend.

The SOUTH OAKLAND SHELTER effort provides temporary emergency 
shelter to anyone in need of this assistance. Our Lady of La Salette 
aids the SOS by providing sleeping quarters and food to shelter guests 
one week per year, usually during May or June.
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Stewardship Ministries
The CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL (CSA) committee coordinates the 

parish activities for the annual archdiocesan CSA drive.

The annual AUCTION is our premiere social event of the year. The live 
and silent auctions offer goods and services from local merchants, the 
generous offerings of parishioners and friends and opportunities to bid 
on sports tickets and memorabilia, vacations and other big-ticket items.

FACILITIES VOLUNTEERS provide coordinated assistance in 
maintaining and improving the physical assets of the parish. 
Tradespeople and individuals with demonstrated special skills 
are invited to participate in activities sanctioned by our insurance 
underwriters and approved by the pastor.

Our PARISH OFFICE ASSISTANTS help the parish staff with all of 
the ordinary but necessary work that keeps the parish running. Extra 
hands are always needed to help with typing, copying, filing, etc.

Our Pastor, Father Patrick J. Connell
Father Connell was born in Chicago, Illinois, and grew up in Elmhurst, 
a Chicago suburb. In 1975, he moved with his family to Troy, Michigan 
where he attended Boulan Park Middle School and Troy High School. He 
graduated from Troy High in 1981. After high school, Father attended 
Oakland Community College for two years. He was going to attend the 
University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Indiana to become a lawyer. As 
he was involved in this process of discernment he decided to answer the 
call he heard in high school to become a diocesan priest.

Fr. Connell enrolled in Sacred Heart Major Seminary in 1983, planning to 
stay a year. He soon realized his call was to the priesthood and stopped 
the Notre Dame admissions process and fully entered into the program of 
priestly formation at Sacred Heart.

During his seminary studies, Father Connell earned a Bachelor of Arts 
Degree in Philosophy and a Masters of Divinity with a concentration in 
medical ethics and moral theology. He was ordained on June 27, 1992. 
He was first assigned as Associate Pastor of St. Thecla Church in Clinton 
Township from 1992 until 1995. Father’s second assignment was Associate 
Pastor of St. Regis Church, Bloomfield Hills. In addition to his duties as 
associate pastor and pastor, Father Connell has also served as Chaplain of 
Brother Rice High School and Marian High School, and was Director of the 
Office of Alumni at Sacred Heart Major Seminary for one year.

In early 1998, Father Connell became pastor of Our Lady of La Salette Parish.

Father enjoys Notre Dame football, golf, photography, travel, reading, 
astronomy and computers.
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Your Commitment
The community of Our Lady of La Salette is committed to providing the 
members of the parish the opportunity to deepen their faith.

All members of the parish are called to exercise their baptismal vocation 
as the People of God. The Church calls on each of us to exercise good 
Christian stewardship in four areas of our life:

PRAYER WITH GRATITUDE is the act by which we enter into 
conscious, loving communication with God.

NURTURING OUR FAMILY enriches our lives and strengthens our 
faith. The vitality of a parish greatly depends on the spiritual vigor, 
commitment and involvement of its families.

SHARING OUR TIME AND TALENT returns to God some of the gifts 
God has given to us. We are all endowed with unique and special 
talents that are manifestations of the Holy Spirit when we use them 
for the common good.

GIVING BACK TO GOD a portion of our treasure through sacrificial 
giving provides the financial support needed to operate the parish. 
Through prayerful thought, Catholics should determine the amount 
of their offering. When one knows in their heart that they have been 
completely honest with God and self, then the offering for the support 
of the parish will be appropriate.

Each member of Our Lady of La Salette Parish is asked to make a 
commitment in these four areas. This is a commitment to return to 
God some of the time, talents and treasures that God has given to you.

Online Giving
Our Lady of La Salette Church offers ONLINE GIVING for members who 
prefer to make their contribution to the parish through an automatic debit. 
Online Giving is a secure and personalized way to give to the church. It 
can stand on its own as a means of donation or can be used in conjunction 
with your offering envelopes.

Visit the parish website to sign up for ONLINE GIVING and begin donating 
to the church automatically. You may also go directly to
https://www.myowngiving.com/Default.aspx?cid=311.


