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 St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
530 Elizabeth Street, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104
Phone: (734) 761-8606 • Fax: (734) 997-8432

www.stthomasannarbor.org

Vision Statement
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church is a welcoming and growing 
community which exists to make disciples of each person by offering 
them a transformative encounter with Jesus Christ, the Gate of 
Heaven, and by equipping them to make disciples. As spirit filled 
disciples, we connect and share our life together, love and serve the 
greater community, and worship and adore the living God

Welcome to St Thomas the Apostle Parish!

One of the noticeable features coming through the doors of St Thomas 
the Apostle Church is the Latin phrase around the center apse over the 
Sanctuary. It reads “Hic non est aliud, nisi domus Dei et porta caeli” which 
is inspired by the passage in Genesis 28:16-17 spoken by Jacob who was 
running away from Esau his brother after cheating him out of his blessing 
from Isaac. Jacob had a dream where he saw a stairway to heaven and 
God’s angels ascending and descending on it. God spoke to him at that 
time. The rough translation is “this is none other than the house of God 
and the gate of heaven.” Our hope is that St. Thomas the Apostle Parish 
will be just that for all who come here. 

Jesus said that about Himself. “I am the gate for the sheep (Jn 10:7-9)” 
Our hope is that every person who comes to St Thomas will find an open 
door to Jesus Christ. Our Patron, St. Thomas had his honest struggles with 
faith. Even when all the other Apostles told him that Jesus was alive and 
risen, he would not believe. Jesus was his gate too. He showed Thomas 
his open wounds, which became a gate of faith for Thomas. Those wounds 
are for all of us. They reveal Jesus love for us and reveal His faithfulness 
to each of us in times of trial and suffering and even death. We all enter 
heaven through Him and through Him become a gate of welcome, where 
we walk with and serve God’s flock in our greater community. 

I pray you will find many opportunities to grow and encounter Jesus at St. 
Thomas. I pray you will find a home and be encouraged to join in the work 
of the Lord described in this Guidebook/Directory. 

I am so glad the Lord has brought you to St. Thomas! 

God bless you!
Fr. William Ashbaugh



St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church Guide Book & Directory

2

Our Team
Parish Office .............................................................................734-761-860
Pastor ...................................................Rev. William Ashbaugh
Parochial Vicar ......................................... Rev. Anthony Smela
Business Manager .............................................Kathy Grisdela .... ext. 2903
Bookkeeper ....................................................Mary Beth Sobel .... ext. 2904
Development Director ......................................Larry Nienhaus .... ext. 2601
Parish Office Administrator ..................................... Pam Kuzel .... ext. 2600
Director of Youth Ministry & Confirmation Prep .Helena Heffernan .......ext. 2602
Baptism/Senior & Homebound ....................................................................
  ....................................................... Deacon Warren Hecht .... ext. 2704
Marriage Prep/Called & Gifted ................. Meghan Fiebelkorn .... ext. 2802
Liturgy Coordinator ................................... Maureen Galloway .... ext. 2902
Director of Evangelization ..................................Beth Spizarny .... ext. 2801
Directors of RCIA/RCIC .....Deacon Warren Hecht & Linda Madden .......ext. 2704
Music Ministry .................................................Lucia Campbell .... ext. 2922
Deacons ............... Warren Hecht, James Miles, Tom Loewe, Jim Thibodeau

St. Thomas Elementary School ......................................734-769-0911
 Principal ..................................................Tim DiLaura ....734-769-0911

Our Office Hours
Monday through Thursday 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
During the week, the parish office is closed from 12:00-1:00 p.m.

Bulletin Deadline
Two weeks prior to publication date, in writing. E-mail preferred.
Bulletin email ............................................................ bulletin@sta2.org

Website Submission
Information for website may be submitted via email to the Parish Office
(e-mail Beth Spizarny at bspizarny@sta2.org)
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Our Liturgy Schedule
Mass Schedule

Monday through Friday 7:00 a.m. and 12:10 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. (vigil)

Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., and 6:00 p.m.

Eucharistic Adoration
Every Friday following 7:00 a.m. Mass until Saturday at 8:30 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 3:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. and 1st Saturday 7:30 a.m.-9:00 a.m.,
Monday and Thursday after the 12:10 p.m. Mass and by request.

Anointing of the Sick
After every Sunday Mass (including the Saturday vigil) and by request.

Parish Leadership
Parish Pastoral Council

The Pastoral Council has the responsibility to advise the pastor in setting 
parish direction through a process of pastoral planning that will define 
the mission of the parish; discern the needs and concerns of the parish 
community; develop goals and priorities that will address these needs 
and concerns; and call all members of the parish to participate in the 
mission of the parish. Parish Pastoral Council members are chosen either 
through a lottery selection of parishioners willing to have their names 
stand or, in some instances, by appointment of the Pastor.

The Finance Council
The Finance Council assists the Pastor and the Parish Business 
Manager in administering the temporal affairs of the Parish. They meet 
the second Tuesday of every month. Contact the Business Manager for 
additional information.
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MINISTRIES
Community Life

Great Big Potluck
Join us for an amazing community dinner, with fun activities for the 
kids and inspiring content. These events are offered several times 
throughout the year, and bring together hundreds from the St. Thomas 
community and beyond.

Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus is a fraternal, benefit organization of 
Catholic men promoting and conducting educational, charitable, and 
religious works. The Knights are active in pro-life efforts, vocations, 
and help for mentally impaired children. They meet the first Tuesday 
of each month at 6:30 p.m. Contact John Owdziej 734-327-0100 or 
johnowdziej@gmail.com

Newlyweds/Engaged Group
The St. Thomas Newlywed and Engaged group is here to connect you 
with other engaged and newly married couples. We meet at least once 
per month for fellowship and discussion. To be added to the contact 
list, please email aanewlyweds@gmail.com

Generation Christ
A dynamic group that supports young adults (18-35) in their relationship 
with Jesus Christ, strengthens their understanding of his teachings and 
the rich tradition of his Catholic Church, and gathers together in worship 
and fellowship. They meet once a week for an hour of worship, which 
includes adoration, scripture, and a talk. A social follows that encourages 
fraternity and fellowship among young Catholics. For more information, 
visit www.genchrist.net and/or www.facebook.com/Generation.Christ

Saint Catherine House
Saint Catherine House (SCH) is a house of discernment for young 
Catholic women (college and graduate students and young professionals) 
who are seeking a deeper relationship with the Lord as they determine 
their vocation in life. Life in the house is centered around the Eucharist, 
which is kept reserved in a chapel in the basement.

Christian Family Movement
Offers small group support for parents and families. Contact Brian & 
Mary Ann Thelen, 734-668-6063 or bjthelen@gmail.com.

Mary Our Model Mothers’ Group
The St. Thomas MOMs Group exists to develop relationships within 
our Church family that will provide support and encouragement to 
all mothers as we strive to imitate Mary our Model. We typically meet 
on Thursday mornings and for various events throughout the year. 
Contact Jamie Griffin at jamiemarincic@gmail.com.
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Sean Breeden
Mortgage Loan Offi  cer           NMLS #813555

Cell: (734) 604-7277
sbreeden@a2sb.com • www.a2sb.com

Sunday Brunch • Private Events • Outdoor Dining

401 Depot St.   •   734.769.0592   •   Reserve Online at Muer.com

Serving Breakfast All Day, Every Day!
Open 7 am - 3 pm, 7 days a Week

1015 Broadway • Parking in the Rear
The Big Green Building • 995-0965

“Where mornings become delicious!”
To see our full menu go to northsidegrill.com

Voted Best Breakfast in Washtenaw County!
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Liturgical Ministries
Liturgy Coordinator ..................................................Maureen Galloway 
  ..................................734-761-8606 ext. 2902 or mgalloway@sta2.org

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: Parishioners who 
assist in the distribution of Holy Communion at Mass. Women and 
men 16 years and older who are fully initiated, active participants in 
the sacramental life of the Church are welcome. Training sessions are 
held periodically, and formation is ongoing.

Lectors: Ministers carefully prepare Scriptures for proclamation, 
utilizing an understanding of the Liturgy and basic knowledge of 
Scripture. Volunteers must be fully initiated, active participants in the 
Sacramental life of the Church, men and women who are willing to 
enter into initial and ongoing formation. 

Ushers: Men and women are invited to assist in this ministry of hospitality. 
Ushers arrive early to assist in the preparation of a comfortable 
environment. They recruit volunteers for the presentation of the gifts, 
carry the collection baskets to the assembly, and are especially attentive 
to the needs of the elderly, the disabled and families with small children.

Altar Servers: Servers assist the celebrant in prayer and in action at 
Mass and other liturgies. This ministry is open to boys and girls age 10 
and in 4th grade and up.

Sacristans: Persons who provide the vital service of sanctuary 
preparation and care at daily and weekend Masses.

Linen Care: Volunteers take linens home for laundering and ironing. 
This may include purificators, corporals, hand towels, albs and/or 
altar cloths.

Altar Rosary Society: Affiliated with the Lansing Diocesan Council 
of Catholic Women, promotes awareness of the role of Mary in the 
life of the parish community, provides funds toward liturgical needs 
through bake sales and a parish dinner; arranges to have Mass offered 
for living and deceased members; has monthly social gatherings with 
rosary, potluck and meeting; and organizes funeral luncheons upon 
request. All women of the parish are invited to join. Contact Jane 
Immonen at 734-260-3545.

Music Ministry
 Music Ministry ............................................................... Lucia Campbell 
  .................................761-8606 ext. 2902 or luciadifirenze@gmail.com

Accompanists and Musicians
 Keyboard accompanists and musicians such as brass, woodwinds or 

strings are invited to inquire about contributing their time and talent 
toward the Music Ministry.
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Outreach
Alpha

Alpha is an 11-week course featuring dinner, a video, and small 
group discussions exploring life’s biggest questions and the Christian 
faith. Come for the first night, to see if it’s a good fit for you. Alpha is 
designed for people who would not necessarily consider themselves 
Christian. Alpha is making a huge impact on people’s lives at St. 
Thomas. Come to Alpha and ask anything. Who will you invite to join 
the conversation with you? Learn more at stthomasannarbor.org/alpha

St. Vincent de Paul
St. Vincent de Paul: In the spirit of the Vincentian Rule, the members 
of the society aspire to grow in holiness by serving the poor and needy 
of our parish and the larger community. Parishioners can assist us in 
our mission by volunteering or shopping at our Thrift Store at 1001 
Broadway, serving on a Home Visit Team, or seeing clients in our 
office. Thrift Store: 734-761-1400, Home Visit Line: 734-719-1632. To 
volunteer or join: Vickie Wozny at vwozny@comcast.net.

Ministry with Seniors
The Senior council provides the elder voice for the parish. The council 
and staff seek to coordinate the gifts of service among adults (60+) 
with the social, spiritual, educational and physical needs of the adult 
community of the parish. Members plan Reconciliation Services, 
luncheons, social outings, and educational opportunities. Volunteers 
provide services on an as-needed basis for seniors. Contact 
Deacon Warren Hecht at 761-8606 ext. 2704 or whecht@umich.edu.

Ministers to the Sick & Homebound Parishioners
These ministers visit the sick and homebound members of the parish and 
those who are hospitalized, or confined to a nursing care facility. They 
take Holy Communion to them as requested. These parishioners help 
to extend our parish boundaries so that those who are unable to join 
us because of illness or disability, can still be with us spiritually. Contact 
Deacon Warren Hecht at 761-8606 ext. 2704 or whecht@umich.edu.

Respect Life Committee
The Respect Life Committee’s mission is to activate and cultivate 
respect for the sanctity of human life in the parish and surrounding 
community through prayer, education, advocacy for protection of 
life, and corporal and spiritual works of mercy for women in crisis 
pregnancies and their babies. The primary focus is upon abortion. 
However, it also addresses euthanasia, assisted suicide, and other 
direct threats to human life, including embryonic stem cell research 
and human cloning. Contact Beth Smith at 734-997-0371.

Giving Tree
The Giving Tree: Christmas assistance to the area needy during 
November and December.
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Prayer
Friday Adoration

Friday Adoration: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament for 24 hour 
adoration begins each Friday after the 7:00 a.m. Mass. Individuals sign 
up to spend time in the presence of Jesus in his sacramental presence. 
Leaders of prayer and song are needed for the common prayer services 
held periodically throughout the day. Contact Terry Fremuth at 
terryf@provide.net.

Prayer Groups:
Rosary Prayer Group: Come pray the rosary with fellow 
parishioners on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the School Chapel. 
For more info, call Joan at 386-366-0393

Holy Hour for Vocations: Holy Hour in the Church on Wednesday 
mornings at 10:45 a.m. in the Church.

Legion of Mary: The Legion of Mary is the largest apostolic 
organization of lay people in the Catholic Church, with well over 3 million 
active members in almost every country of the world. The St. Thomas 
group meets on Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. For more information, 
please contact Karmen at 734-431-3535 or maltijakg@netzero.net.

Friday Night Divine Mercy Prayer Group: The Cenacle of 
Divine Mercy prayer meeting every Friday evening at 7:30 p.m. 
begins with prayers of praise as well as hymns from the heart, 
followed by readings and discernment from the Diary of St. Mary 
Faustina Kowalska. Next comes scripture readings and Catechism of 
the Catholic Church. We wrap things up with praying the Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy and personal prayer petitions.

Powerline Prayer Chain
More than 40 people are waiting to pray for your needs! The details of 
your request will remain confidential. Submit your prayer intentions 
by emailing prayer@sta2.org, or filling out the simple form online at 
stthomasannarbor.org.

Unbound
  Unbound is a network of prayer ministers trained in using Neal 

Lozano’s five keys to freedom. Our mission is to widen this network 
so that everyone in Michigan who wants prayer for more freedom can 
receive it. For more information visit www.unbound-michigan.net
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610 Hilton Blvd. Ann Arbor MI 48108 · (734) 396-2810 · GrubHub/Opentable 

Local. Inven ve. Good Food.  
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Open for Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner 
Happy Hour 5-7 pm 

Local. Inven  ve. Good Food.
610 Hilton Blvd. Ann Arbor MI 48108 • (734) 369-2810 • GrubHub/Opentable

Dina Hinkley Cocco, D.D.S.

Family Dentistry

815 Church Street
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 (734) 668-8636

www.coccosmile.comPARISHIONER
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Study
Formed.org

St. Thomas the Apostle is pleased to offer you a free subscription 
to Formed.org– a revolutionary digital platform that gives you 
unprecedented access to video-based study programs, feature films, 
audio presentations, and eBooks from the Church’s foremost presenters. 
To setup your free account, simply go to www.sta2.formed.org.

Library
Located in the parish office building at 530 Elizabeth St., the lending 
library has a wonderful inventory of books and other media on the 
faith. It is open during office hours.

Dynamic Catholic
Join us for lively discussions on the Holy Spirit on Tuesdays at 7:30pm.

St. Thomas Bible Study
Join us on Tuesday evenings at 7:00pm.

Neocatechumenal Way
Neocatechumenal Way: A form of catechesis that is at the service of the 
bishop as one of the forms of Christian Initiation and ongoing education 
in faith. The St. Thomas group meets weekly for formation and liturgy. 
For more information, contact Kevin Maki at 734-834-6858.

Faith Formation
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)

RCIA is the process through which adults are welcomed into the Catholic 
Church. Formation involves catechesis on the teachings, faith, sacraments 
and practices of the Catholic Church. This is accomplished through 
presentations, discussions, prayers and companioning throughout the 
process. RCIA is for adults who are considering becoming Catholic: those 
not yet baptized, those baptized in another Christian tradition, those 
baptized into the Catholic tradition but not catechized. It is also for adult 
Catholics seeking the sacrament of Confirmation. The RCIA begins with a 
time of inquiry into our Catholic faith and practices, and moves through 
stages leading up to the Celebration of the Easter Sacraments. Team 
members and sponsors are Catholic adults who are willing to share their 
faith and companion the candidates and catechumens throughout the 
process. Contact Deacon Warren Hecht or Linda Madden at 761-8606 
ext. 2704 or whecht@umich.edu.
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Youth Ministry
Our Youth Ministry implements the LifeTeen/Edge model based on 
the Sacraments for a year-round comprehensive social, spiritual and 
service oriented program for Middle and High School aged youth, 
providing a place of encounter with our Lord Jesus Christ. In addition 
to that, a weekly Bible Study is offered to High School students. For 
more information, email Helena Heffernan at hheffernan@sta2.org.

Ancillary Youth Acitivities:
Boys ConQuest group trains boys to become self-disciplined and 
confident young men, Catholic leaders who possess moral integrity 
and are committed to improving the communities in which they live. 
Contact Jim Gregor at jimgregor@sbcglobal.net or 734-755-6983.

Girl’s Challenge group is a national network of clubs and camps 
for girls, ages 10-16, to help girls with common interests to form a 
friendship with Christ. Challenge specifically trains young women 
to serve as role models for their peers. Contact Teresa Gregor at 
teresanngregor@gmail.com or 734-439-1324.

Education
St. Thomas Grade School: Principal, Tim DiLaura: 734-769-0911 or 

tdilaura@stthomasannarbor.org
St. Thomas school offers a Catholic education to boys and girls from 
preschool through grade 8. Offering a classical Catholic education, 
St. Thomas Catholic School forms the mind and heart of each child in the 
discovery of the good, the true and beautiful in the world and the capacity 
of right judgment. The school develops self-discipline in students that is 
marked by respect for themselves and others, collaborating in partnership 
with the family, church, and community to help each child develop a sense 
of responsibility and leadership in improving the lives of others. Contact 
the school at 734-769-0911 for more information regarding opportunities 
to assist the school through donations of time, talent, treasure or for 
information on registering at the school.

St. Thomas Little Saints Preschool: Denise Gruetzmacher: 769-0911 
or dgruetzmacher@stthomasannarbor.org
St. Thomas Little Saints Preschool provides Catholic formation in a 
loving and nurturing environment for three, four, and five year olds. 
Two, three or five day programs are available in either the morning 
or afternoon with before and after school care. Contact the school for 
more information.

Extended School Program: Children are provided a variety of 
formative play based experiences as they await the beginning of the 
school day and/or parents’ arrival from work. E.S.P. is for the use of 
children enrolled in St. Thomas School. Contact the school office for 
rates and additional information.



St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church Guide Book & Directory

12

School Advisory Council: A school planning and improvement forum 
lead by the Pastor, School Principal and Parent Representative who 
coordinate working teams of school administrators, teachers, parents 
and parish staff in identifying school improvement needs, solutions 
and action plans. Public quarterly meetings are conducted to set goals, 
define action plans, report out progress.

Sacraments
Sacramental Life

Baptism ................. call the office at 734-761-8606, workshop required
Marriage .................................... call the office 9-12 months in advance
Anointing ................................. after Sunday Masses or by appointment

  If hospitalized please call the office at 734-761-8606.
Reconciliation .........Sat. 3:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m., 1st Sat. 7:30 a.m.- 9:00 a.m., 

  Monday and Thursday after the 12:10 p.m. Mass, 
  and by appointment.

Baptism: Registered parishioners of St. Thomas parish may request the 
sacrament of baptism for an infant or child of six years of age or younger. 
Parents are required to complete a 2 session Baptism Preparation course. 
Godparents are encouraged to complete this course as well. Contact 
Deacon Warren Hecht at 734-761-8606 ext 2704 or whecht@sta2.org

First Communion: Second grade children are prepared to receive First 
Communion during liturgies in May.

Confirmation Preparation: The Sacraments of Baptism, the Eucharist, 
and Confirmation together constitute the “sacrament of Christian 
initiation.” The reception of Confirmation is necessary for the completion 
of baptismal grace. By the sacrament of Confirmation, the baptized are:

1) More perfectly bound to the Church
2) Enriched with a special strength (the gifts) of the Holy Spirit and
3) Witness Christ through the call to spread and defend the faith by 

word and deed (CCC 1285).

Contact Helena Heffernan at 734-761-8606 ext 2602 or 
 hheffernan@sta2.org

Sacrament of Marriage: Contact Parish office at least nine months prior 
to proposed wedding date. Contact Meghan Fiebelkorn at 734-761-8606 
ext 2802 or meghanf@sta2.org

Marriage Preparation: An opportunity for engaged couples to get to 
know themselves better and deal with some of the aspects of their future 
life together. The requirements for marriage at St. Thomas are FOCCUS, 
Natural Family Planning, Engaged Encounter Weekend, Spirituality of 
Marriage, Catholic Information Sessions as well as meetings with a priest.

Anointing of the Sick: Anointing of the sick may be requested by 
calling the parish office at 734-761-8606.



St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church Guide Book & Directory

13

Precision Climate Services, Inc.
Residential – Mechanical Contractor – Commercial

Installation and Service for Heating, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration

Electrical and Plumbing Repairs – Water Treatment

Pneumatic Controls – Commercial Kitchen Equipment

(734) 994-1477        (800) 362-7963        Fax (734) 878-5490

New Patients Welcome Parishioner

Dr. Douglas A. Hock, DDS, MD, PC
Providing the Highest Quality Care for Over 30 Years

Crowns • Dental Implants
Bridges • Dentures • Partials

Prosthodontist

734-434-2300 • 4918 W. Clark Rd., Ste. 101 • Ypsilanti

Parish Benefactors
Ferguson Widmayer PC

Attorneys  Counselors
538 N Division, Ann Arbor

(734) 662-0222
fwpc@fw-pc.com

MARK K. SMITH, MBA, CRPC®, AIF®

Associate Vice President, Investments
350 South Main, Ann Arbor

734.827.5202
www.MarkSmithWealth.com

Raymond James & Associates, Inc.
Member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC


