


United Methodist Church of Macedonia Guide Book & Directory

1

The United Methodist Church 
of Macedonia

1280 East Aurora Road * Macedonia, Ohio 44056

Sunday Worship Services 
9:30 A.M.-traditional & 11:00 A.M.-modern

Children’s Sunday School 9:30 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.
Life Quest 10:45 A.M.

Office Hours:
8:30-4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday

Our facilities are handicap accessible

Our Ultimate Purpose
 To Praise, Glorify and Love God

Our Principles
Humility, Grace, Prayer, Love, Service and Compassion
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Staff
Rev. Russ Ham ..........................................................Minister .......... ext. 406
Cathy Miller ....................................... Christian Ed. Director .......... ext. 407
Rev. Charlie Tobias ...................................... Visitation Pastor .......... ext. 404
Tony Bianchi ................................................. Music Director
Mary Lord ................................................ Handbell Director
Joanne Taylor .......................................................... Organist
Laurel Samsonas ....................................................Secretary .......... ext. 401
Jill Marlow .............................................................Treasurer .......... ext. 408
Jeff Dotson & Mary Jacoway ............................... Custodians .......... ext. 410  
Phone ...................................................................................330-467-3169
Email ......................................................lsamsonas@umcofmacedonia.org
Web site ............................................................................ www.umcm.org
Visit us on Facebook

Church Council 2021
Office Name
Chairperson ........................................................................Peggy Spraggins
Minister ................................................................................. Rev. Russ Ham
Music Director ..........................................................................Tony Bianchi
Christian Ed. Director ...............................................................Cathy Miller
Finance Chairperson ..................................................................Ron Perkins
Lay Leader ............................................................................Paul Pendleton
Trustee Chairperson .................................................................... Gail Green
Worship Chairperson .....................................................................Russ Ham
Staff/Parish Chairperson ...........................................................Joe Pannitto
Treasurer .....................................................................................Jill Marlow
United Methodist Women Chairperson ......................Karen Fike, Lisa Huml
Kids First (Sunday School) ................................Cindy Chaffee, Cathy Miller
Parish Nurse ...............................................................................Susan Hohs
Creative Media ......................................................................... Kent Shellko
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About Our Church
Who We Are

Our mission is to “Make and mature disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world.” (Matthew 28:19) We have been a 
part of the Nordonia Hills Community since 1866.

We strive to live out our core values of “Kingdom Power,” “Everyday 
Life” and “Love Redefined.” “Kingdom Power” means that all we do 
should be for the glory of God’s Kingdom, not our own, and that God’s 
power makes possible what human power cannot. This power impacts 
us beyond organized activities and into our “Everyday Lives.” Everyday 
life is where Jesus met and ministered to people, and we constantly need 
to challenge each other to connect with people where they are. To do 
this sincerely we need to learn how to love every person sacrificially and 
radically, as God has done for us in Jesus Christ: “Love Redefined.”

Our worship and teaching are biblically-based; we strive also to be 
relevant to life in a post-modern world. We have no dress code and 
welcome everyone to come as they are.

We view faith in Christ as a lifestyle, not a label and expect that everyone will 
be in a somewhat different place with faith. Questions and imperfections, we 
both have and expect, so if you have a few of your own you should fit right in.

In these pages we share some of the people connected to our church and some 
of the ways we currently live out our faith and serve the community. You can 
also check out our web site at www.umcm.org. We always welcome feedback!

Programs and Activities
Sunday Morning Worship..............9:30AM-traditional & 11:00 AM-modern
Adult Sunday School Studies ........................................................10:45 AM
Children’s Sunday School (Kids First) .........................9:30 AM & 11:00 AM
Limitless Youth Ministry ..................................................... 4:00 PM Sunday
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at Luna’s ................................7:30 AM Monday
United Methodist Women – Evening Group ..........7:30 PM on 1st Thursday
Women’s Fellowship Breakfast at Luna’s ........................... 8:30 AM Tuesday
Stephen Ministry ...........................................7:00 PM 1st and 3rd Mondays
Bronze Reflections Adult Bell Choir .................................. 7:30 PM Monday
Morning & Evening Women’s Bible Study .10:30 AM Mon. & 7:00 PM Tues.
Small Groups-Spiritual Growth ..................... Call the church office for info.
Choir Rehearsal ............................................................... 7:30 PM Thursday
Warm Up America (knitting group) .................10:00 AM 2nd & 4th Fridays
Stained Glass .................... 7:00 PM every Thursday and 9:00 AM Saturday
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Occasional Activities
Movie Night

Fellowship Events / Nifty Fifty Group
Short-term Classes

Women’s Spring Retreat
Men’s Retreat

Adult/Youth Mission Work Camp
Adult Membership Classes

Seasonal Activities
Eggstravaganza
Trunk-n-Treat

  

Special Services & Events
Lent

Ash Wednesday Service
Maundy Thursday Service

Good Friday Service
Easter 

Easter Morning Services
Pentecost
Rally Day

Stewardship and Consecration Sunday
Advent

The Hanging of the Greens
Christmas Drama/Musical

Christmas Eve Family Service
Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion

Education Programs
Christian Education begins with Kids First, Children’s Ministry, and The 
United Methodist Church of Macedonia has a complete Children’s Ministry 
with Sunday school for all ages from birth-6th grade. Nursery through 
elementary-aged children will learn lessons that help them grow in faith 
and learn about God’s unending love.

Throughout the year Kids First has many activities providing a safe 
family environment. Events include VBS, Eggstravaganza, Trunk-N-Treat, 
Christmas Musical, and much more. All children and family are invited to 
join us at any time and is open to the community.
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Can’t be explained ~ 
only experienced

Interdenominational – faith based program 
Established in 1956

Held at Tar Hollow State Park
Resident Camp the fi rst full

week of August
Coed camp for incoming

6th graders to
current year high school grads

All inclusive affordable registration fee
with discounts available

www.sfacamp.org
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We encourage, beginning with 7th grade students, to attend worship service, 
help with the Kids First children’s ministry, and join confirmation classes.
Limitless Youth Ministry is for those in 7th-12th grades, and offers a variety 
of experiences including worship, service projects, small group Bible studies and 
recreational activities. The youth gather every Sunday from 4 PM – 6 PM for 
worship, Bible study and games. The group also participates in annual mission 
trips and monthly service projects. Come and join a group of teens desiring to 
passionately serve others through a network of loving relationships.

Adult Bible Study Offerings
• Adult Sunday School Studies
•  Women’s Bible Studies (Monday AM and Tuesday PM)
•  Tuesday Morning Bible Study

Music Ministry
Singing and/or ringing in a choir is a wonderful way to share your talent 
and assist others in their worship. Several ensembles participate in our 
worship. New members are especially encouraged to join either at the 
beginning or mid-point of each season, although this is flexible. You are 
invited to contact our Music Director, Bianchi, 330-467-3169, ext. 412 or 
anthonybianchi@gmail.com to discuss your participation in any facet
of this ministry.

Music Ministry ensembles include:
Chancel Choir
The Chancel Choir generally participates in the Traditional Worship 
Service at 9:30 AM each Sunday from early September through mid-June.

Praise Team
The Praise Team is a group of instrumentalists and vocalists that lead 
worship for the contemporary service. The group is focused on using the 
gifts and talents with which God has blessed them to bring glory to His 
name and draw people closer to Him through music. The group generally 
participates during the 11 AM worship service each Sunday.

Bronze Reflections
Our adult handbell choir participates in worship on a monthly basis. This 
accomplished group rings 5 octaves of handbells and 3 octaves of handchimes.

Transformational Ministries
“Hands-on” mission programs include an annual Adult/Youth Mission 
Work Trip in the summer, work with OPEN-M Ministries in Akron and a 
Homeless Ministry in Cleveland.
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To learn more or schedule a  
tour call 330-468-4200!

THE

Summit Point
COMMU N I T Y

Independent living, assisted living and memory care.

9633 Valley View Rd, Macedonia, OH 44056 

summitpointliving.com

Summit Point_QuarterAd_Concepts.indd   2 1/4/21   9:42 AM

• Maximize Re  rement Income
• Minimize Your Taxes
• Manage Risk in the Markets
• Navigate Social Security
• Thrive While Re  red
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Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministry is a program of our congregation that equips lay 
persons to provide distinctly Christian one-to-one care to those who 
are experiencing all kinds of life needs and circumstances, both in our 
congregation and in the larger community. This group meets on the first 
and third Monday evening of each month.

United Methodist Women
An organized group of women whose purpose is to know God and develop 
a creative, supportive fellowship and expand concepts of mission through 
global ministries of the church. Open to women of all ages.

Community Organizations
that meet at the UMC of Macedonia

The United Methodist Church of Macedonia is home to many 
community organizations.

In the fun and fitness department, a Jazzercise group meets four times 
each week, three times in the evening at 6 PM and once on Saturday 
mornings at 8:30 AM

Adult Exercise Group meets Mon. & Wed. at 9:45 AM (10-week 
sessions, keeps renewing)

Lollipop Cooperative Preschool holds daily classes throughout the 
school year.

Cub Scout Pack 280 makes its home here, as does Boy Scout Troop 
882. Boy Scout Sunday is celebrated in worship on the first Sunday 
in February; the Pinewood Derby and the Blue and Gold Banquets are 
highlights of the year. The church benefits from several service projects 
in which the Boy Scouts participate.

Girl Scouts also make use of our facilities and participate in activities.

Tuesday Night Serenity Group, a chapter of Alcoholics Anonymous, 
meets each Tuesday evening at 7:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall.

Open Arms , a chapter of Alcoholics Anonymous, meets each Wednesday 
evening at 8 PM in the Fellowship Hall.

Come & Get It, a chapter of Alcoholics Anonymous, meets each Friday 
evening at 6:15 PM in the Fellowship Hall.
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844844--820820--11371137
Call Today for a FREE ESTIMATE

LeafGuard is guaranteed never
to clog as long as you own your
home or we’ll clean it for FREE

Eliminates the risk of
falling off  the ladder to
clean clogged gutters

Durable, all-weather tested system–not a fl imsy attachment

Seamless, one-piece system keeps
out leaves, pine needles and debris!

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. 
Off er sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. 
This off er is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.  If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend 
and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter 
into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this off er: employees of Company or affi  liated companies or entities, their 
immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and 
former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal
or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via fi rst class United States Mail or e-mailed within
30 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Off er not sponsored
or promoted by Darden and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 12/31/2021.

with free in-home estimate 

$25
On Purchases with your Synchrony Bank credit card. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the promotional
purchase is not paid in full within 12 Months. $29 account activation fee will apply. Fixed Monthly Payments required equal to 2.5% of
the highest balance applicable to this promo purchase until paid in full. Off er applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases.
No monthly interest will be charged on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full [within12 Months]. If you do
not, monthly interest will be charged on the promo purchase from the purchase date. Fixed monthly payments are required equal to
2.5% of the highest balance applicable to this promo purchase until paid in full. The fi xed monthly payment will be rounded to the next
highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional
purchase. Depending on purchase amount, promotion length and payment allocation, the required minimum monthly payments may or
may not pay off  purchase by end of promotional period. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion
ends, to promotional purchase, except that the fi xed monthly payment will continue to be required until the promotion is paid in full.
For new accounts: Purchase APR is 26.99% Minimum Interest Charge is $2. One-time Account Activation Fee of $29 charged at time
fi rst purchase posts to account. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit
approval. Expires 12/31/21.

INTEREST-FREE
FINANCING 
FOR

MONTHS!
Yes!Yeeeeeeessssssss!$Financing
Available
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In addition to community groups that use the church facilities on a regular 
basis, there are several groups that make requests to use the facilities for a 
single meeting. The church seeks to honor these requests whenever it can.
John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, once said, “The world is my 
parish.” The United Methodist Church of Macedonia takes this call to be in 
ministry to all people seriously, and one of the ways we do this is to lend 
our facilities to community groups that are also in mission to the world.

Our History
Bishop Kennedy arrived in Macedonia in 1866 to find a Methodist 
Society eager to start a congregation, and a little church was for sale 
on Route 82 near Indian Creek. The church was soon shared with the 
Congregationalists, but the Methodists, valuing education greatly, wanted 
their children to have Sunday School every week.

In 1891 members gave money to have a new church built, and in a few 
months, at a cost of $2020.00, it was built on the south side of Rt. 82, just 
west of town. By 1903 a full-time minister was hired, and a parsonage was 
built; however, a fire in 1910 destroyed but the church and the parsonage. 
With a lot of support a new church was ready for its first gathering, high 
school commencement on May 29, 1911.

This church met the congregation’s needs until the 1950’s when the 
suburbs enjoyed a housing boom.

In 1960, after receiving a gift of 11 acres of land farther east on Route 
82, a new church had its first service in November 1960 and in 1966 the 
church celebrated 100 years of Methodism in Macedonia. In 1985 Bishop 
James Thomas dedicated an 8000 square foot expansion that included 
seven classrooms, restroom facilities, an expanded kitchen and foyer, an 
elevator and a fellowship hall.

2003 saw the congregation moving into a new sanctuary with the former 
sanctuary becoming the Holbrook Room, our church parlor.

125 years in Macedonia was celebrated in 1992 and 2017 saw the congregation 
reliving the past as they honored 150 years of worship in the community.
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David Fike
330-467-7547

www.fi kebuilders.com
• New Homes
• Additions 
• Remodeling 

N H
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Our Beliefs
With Christians of other communions we confess belief in the triune God—
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This confession embraces the biblical witness 
to God’s activity in creation, encompasses God’s gracious self-involvement 
in the dramas of history, and anticipates the consummation of God’s reign.

The created order is designed for the well-being of all creatures and as 
the place of human dwelling in covenant with God. As sinful creatures, 
however, we have broken that covenant, become estranged from God, 
wounded ourselves and one another, and wreaked havoc throughout the 
natural order. We stand in need of redemption.

We work out our beliefs using four major criteria: Scripture, Tradition 
(Christian History), Experience, and Reason.

Scripture
United Methodists share with other Christians the conviction that Scripture 
is the primary source and criterion for Christian doctrine. Through 
Scripture the living Christ meets us in the experience of redeeming grace. 
We are convinced that Jesus Christ is the living Word of God in our midst 
whom we trust in life and death.

Tradition
The story of the church reflects the most basic sense of tradition, the 
continuing activity of God’s Spirit transforming human life. Tradition is 
the history of that continuing environment of grace in and by which all 
Christians live, God’s self-giving love in Jesus Christ. As such, tradition 
transcends the story of particular traditions.

Experience
Some facets of human experience tax our theological understanding. Many 
of God’s people live in terror, hunger, loneliness, and degradation. Everyday 
experiences of birth and death, of growth and life in the created world, and an 
awareness of wider social relations also belong to serious theological reflection.

A new awareness of such experiences can inform our appropriation of scriptural 
truths and sharpen our appreciation of the good news of the kingdom of God.

Reason
Although we recognize that God’s revelation and our experiences of God’s 
grace continually surpass the scope of human language and reason, we 
also believe that any disciplined theological work calls for the careful 
use of reason. By reason we read and interpret Scripture. By reason 
we determine whether our Christian witness is clear. By reason we ask 
questions of faith and seek to understand God’s action and will.
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www.avenueatmacedonia.com • 9730 Valley View Road, Macedonia, OH 44056 • 330-748-8800

Start Feeling Healthy Again: 
State of the Art Facility providing top-notch

rehabilitation and nursing services.

The Avenue at Macedonia provides inpatient and outpatient 
rehabilitative care for a wide range of diagnoses and needs.  After an 
illness, injury, or elective surgery, our experienced therapy team will 
strive to help you get back to your previous life and level of functioning 
as quickly as possible.Avenue at Macedonia

Care & Rehabilitation Center

Church Benefactors
Hudson Heating Company, Inc.

137-C Owen Brown Street • Hudson, OH 44236

Serving You For Over 60 Years
Akron (330) 655-2933 • Cleve (330) 528-0472

Residential • Commercial • HVAC Services
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Faith and Good Works
We believe good works are the necessary fruits of faith and follow 
regeneration, but they do not have the virtue to remove our sins or to 
avert divine judgment. We believe good works, pleasing and acceptable to 
God in Christ, spring from a true and living faith, for through and by them 
faith is made evident.

Nurture and Mission of the Church
We emphasize the nurturing and serving function of Christian fellowship 
in the Church. The personal experience of faith is nourished by the 
worshiping community.
For Wesley there is no religion but social religion, no holiness but social 
holiness. The communal forms of faith in the Wesleyan tradition not only 
promote personal growth; they also equip and mobilize us for mission and 
service to the world.

The outreach of the church springs from the working of the Spirit. As 
United Methodists, we respond to that working through a connectional 
polity based upon mutual responsiveness and accountability. Connectional 
ties bind us together in faith and service in our global witness, enabling 
faith to become active in love and intensifying our desire for peace and 
justice in the world.

Service to the World
We insist that personal salvation always involves Christian mission and 
service to the world. By joining heart and hand, we assert that personal 
religion, evangelical witness, and Christian social action are reciprocal and 
mutually reinforcing.

Scriptural holiness entails more than personal piety; love of God is always 
linked with love of neighbor, a passion for justice and renewal in the life of 
the world.

The General Rules represent one traditional expression of the intrinsic 
relationship between Christian life and thought as understood within the 
Wesleyan tradition.

Theology is the servant of piety, which in turn is the ground of social 
conscience and the impetus for social action and global interaction, always 
in the empowering context of the reign of God.
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Cleveland Hospitals
Cleveland Clinic, 9500 Euclid Ave, 44195..............................216-444-2200
Fairview General Hospital, 18101 Lorain Ave, 44111 ............216-476-7100
Hillcrest Hospital, 6780 Mayfield, 44124 ...............................440-449-4500
Marymount Hospital, 12300 McCracken Rd, 44125 ..............216-587-8136
South Pointe, 4110 Warrensville Center Rd, 44122 ...............216-491-7258
St. Vincent Charity, 2351 E. 22nd Street, 44115 ....................216-363-2550
University Hospital (Bedford Medical Center), 44 Blaine Ave, Bedford, 44146 .  
  ........................................................................................440-735-3900
University 11100 Euclid Ave., 44106 .....................................216-844-3911
(Hanna House, Babies & Children, McDonald House, Lakeside)
University Ahuja Medical Center, 3999 Richmond Rd, Beachwood, 44122 ..  
  ........................................................................................216-593-5500

Akron Hospitals
Akron City Hospital, 525 E. Market Street, Akron, 44304 ......330-375-3000
Akron General Hospital, 400 Wabash Ave., Akron, 44307 .....330-344-6100
Children’s Hospital, 1 Perkins Square, Akron, 44308 .............330-543-1000
Cuyahoga Falls General, 1900 E. 23rd Street, Cuyahoga Falls, 44203 ............. 
  ............................................................................................330-971-7410
Edwin Shaw Hospital, 1621 Flickinger Rd, 44312 .................330-784-1271
Robinson Memorial, 6847 N. Chestnut, Ravenna, 44266 .......330-297-0811
St. Thomas Hospital, 444 N. Main Street, 44310 ...................330-375-3000

Nursing Homes / Care Centers
American House, Macedonia
 8400 S Bedford Rd, Macedonia, OH 44056 .....................330-813-8855 
Anna Maria of Aurora
 889 N Aurora Rd, Aurora, OH 44202 ..............................330-562-6171
Aurora Manor
 101 S Bissell Rd, Aurora, OH 44202 ................................330-562-5000
Brentwood, Sagamore Hills
 907 W Aurora Rd, Northfield, OH 44067 ........................330-468-2273
ElmCroft, Sagamore Hills
 997 W Aurora Rd, Northfield, OH 44067 ........................330-908-1166
Grande Village, Twinsburg
 2610 E Aurora Rd, Twinsburg, OH 44087 .......................330-963-3600
Heritage Care, Oakwood
 24579 Broadway Ave, Bedford, OH 44146 ......................440-439-7976
Legacy Place, Twinsburg
 9928 Vail Dr, Twinsburg, OH 44087 ................................330-405-6040
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Northfield Village RetirementCommunity
 10267 Northfield Rd, Northfield, OH 44067 ...................330-468-1800
Grande Pavilion Nursing and Rehabilitation
 24613 Broadway Ave, Bedford, OH 44146 ......................440-439-1448
Summit Pointe, Macedonia
 9633 Valley View Rd, Macedonia, OH 44056 ..................330-468-4200
Villa St. Joseph, Garfield Heights
 5200 Marymount Village Dr, Garfield Hts, OH 44125 .....216-332-1100
Walton Manor, Walton Hills
 19859 Alexander Rd, Walton Hills, OH 44146 ................440-439-8802


