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701 South Eola Road, Aurora, IL 60504
(630) 851-3444

www.olmercy.com

Dear OLM Parishioners:

We are pleased to provide you with this 2021 directory of ministered offered at our parish. Please be aware that due to 
the COVID pandemic certain ministries may be offered on a limited basis or not at all. We all join in praying that perhaps 
by this fall things may be back to normal – whatever that new normal will be! There is a twofold purpose in providing you 
with this directory. First, we want to be of service to you and our parish families. In reviewing this directory if you find a 
service or ministry that would help you in any way, please know we are here to serve. And secondly, we want to give you the 
opportunity to be of service to others. In reviewing the list of ministries, we hope you will find something that matches your 
gifts and talents. Please volunteer in that particular ministry! Others meet Jesus through you!!

This year we will continue to focus on an evangelization effort first, for all our parishioners, then outside these church walls. 
ALPHA is an opportunity for you to experience a relationship with Jesus that will change your life!! And with this encounter 
you will see and experience church, going to Mass, and being of service in an entirely new way. Our other focus is to be a 
welcoming parish to all! You can help by extending a warm greeting to people you don’t know whenever you are attending 
Mass or any other parish activity.

Through the generous support of the various businesses and services that are advertised in this directory, there has been 
no cost to the parish for providing you with this booklet. As a sign of appreciation, I ask that you consider supporting these 
company’s and services with your business.

If there is anything that the priests, deacons or staff can do for you, please let us know.

Wishing you God’s peace and Blessings,

Fr. Don E. McLaughlin, Pastor  Fr. James Guarascio, Parochial Vicar
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The History of Our Lady of Mercy Parish

The original parish of 58 families of Our Lady of Mercy was 
called “The Catholic Community of Fox Valley” until it was 
named “Our Lady of Mercy” on August 28, 1988. The parish 
was so named because of its formation during the “Marian” 
year of 1988. At that time, the parish maintained an office 
in the Fox Valley Commons on Westbrook Drive in Aurora. 
Fr. Tivy resided at Ss. Peter and Paul until the fall, when 
he moved to the Covey Apartments until the completion in 
July 1989 of the present rectory at 801 South Eola Road. 
Masses were celebrated at Waubonsie Valley High School 
until the dedication of the church on September 20, 1997. 
Parish business and meetings were conducted in the rectory, 
Mercy Hall in the Foxmoor Shopping Center (which was first 
occupied in October 1993) and the Ministry Room in the 
church. The parish offices moved into the new Parish Life 
Center in the spring of 2007.

The neighboring parishes of Ss. Peter & Paul, St. Thomas 
the Apostle, St. Raphael’s and St. Anne’s not only provided 
the founding families for our parish, but were generous in 
many other ways. Ss. Peter & Paul extended their hospitality 
by inviting Fr. Tivy to live in their rectory. Our original 
Processional Cross was made as a result of St. Thomas 
the Apostle sharing with us what God had given to them. 
St. Anne’s became our second home for many celebrating 
the Sacraments of Baptism, Marriage and the Mass of the 
Resurrection prior to the dedication of our church.

Some of the memorable “firsts” in our parish are:

• Religious Education classes started the week of 
October 17, 1988 and RCIA (the Rite of Christian 
Initiation in Adults) commenced October 26, 1988.

• The first “Coffee and Community” was held following 
the 9:00 a.m. Mass on October 2, 1988.

• The first parish organization was the Council of 
Catholic Women, who had their inaugural meeting 
on October 18, 1988.

• On August 28, 1988, John Michael Callahan was the 
first child baptized in our parish.

• The Blessed Union of Joanne Huffington and Roy 
Murphy was the first Sacrament of Matrimony 
celebrated on November 19, 1988.

• Thirty-four children celebrated their Sacrament 
of First Reconciliation on December 12, 1988; the 
inaugural celebration of the Sacrament of First 
Eucharist was celebrated when 22 Communicants 
first received the Body of Christ on April 29, 1989.

• Kristen Joy Fedder was the first parishioner confirmed 
at our first Easter Vigil on March 29, 1989.

• The first Parish Council had the primary mission to 
establish the new parish and to construct a suitable 
place of worship.

On August 17, 1996, Bishop Roger Kaffer, Auxiliary Bishop 
of Joliet, conducted the Ground Breaking Ceremony for the 
church building. On May 5, 1997 after the 4:00 p.m. Mass, 
as parishioners and staff recited the “Angelus” and looked 
on, Bishop Kaffer dedicated the three bronze bells that were 
hoisted into the towers. On September 20, 1997, this mission 
was fulfilled with the dedication of Our Lady of Mercy 
Church.

In 2001 planning and fundraising for a Parish Life Center 
began. We needed a place to house parish offices and for 
organizations and religious education classes to meet. This 
wonderful facility opened in late spring of 2007 and serves as 
a center for the many faith-based activities of our parish.

While these events are special, the people who serve God by 
serving others are even more special in our hearts:

• When Fr. Tivy was installed as Pastor, he was assisted 
by Sister Louise Staszewski, O.S.M. as Pastoral 
Associate and Director of Religious Education.

• Deacon Michael Cook and Deacon Robert Schreiner 
came to us on March 5 and March 12, 1989, 
respectively. Deacon Mike remained until his farewell 
reception on March 17, 1996. He was reassigned to 
be Deacon at the cathedral parish of St. Raymond’s 
in Joliet. Deacon Schreiner was ordained into the 
Priesthood in June 1990.

• Father James Flint, O.S.B., from Procopius Abbey in 
Lisle, first came to assist Fr. Tivy in February 1990 and 
remained a Weekend Associate until March 1994.

• On October 10, 1992, we were blessed with Father 
Richard Best and Sister Marianne Talian. Fr. Best was 
our Weekend Concelebrant and Sister Marianne was 
a Pastoral Associate and Administrator of Finance. 
Sister Marianne had been serving the parish from 
another location as a volunteer from almost the start 
of our parish.

• In 1992, Larry Harris began accompanying the 
choir then led by Maryanne Schweikert. He became 
Director of Music in 1994, joining the staff full-time 
as Director of Music and Liturgy in 2001.

• Father Charles Van Duren, Pastor Emeritus of St. 
Mary Immaculate in Plainfield first ministered to us 
and shared his years of wisdom when Fr. Tivy went 
to Rome on sabbatical in August 1995. Fr. Charlie 
remained our Weekend Associate until he was Born 
to Eternal Life on August 30, 1997.
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• Father Kieran Okoro was here October 18, 1998 
through January 1999 while on an educational 
Sabbatical from St. Michael Parish in Urualla, Nigeria.

• Father Al Heidecke was Associate Pastor from early 
1999 to July 2001 when he was reassigned to Holy 
Trinity Parish in Westmont.

• In June 2000, Father Tivy was named Pastor of 
St. Joan of Arc in Lisle. We are blessed to have Father 
Hugh Fullmer, who comes to us from St. Joseph’s 
Parish in Lockport, as our current Pastor.

• Cathy Grodsky managed our Parish Office all these 
years until she left the office in the fall of 2000.

• In 1997, Janice Cain joined the staff as our Religious 
Education Secretary.

• In 1999, the parish nurse ministry program began at 
Our Lady of Mercy with Marguerite Armstrong, RN, 
as our first parish nurse.

• In September 2000, Marguerite left Our Lady of 
Mercy and was followed by parishioner, Jolene 
LeRoy, RN.

• Heather Domanski served as Parish Secretary from 
2001 to 2006.

• Dave Miserendino serves as our Youth Minister for 
the middle school and high school programs.

• Father Pete Jankowski was named Associate Pastor in 
June 2001 and remained with us through July 2004.

• We were fortunate enough to have Bob Vavra, our first 
deacon, move into our parish in November 2001.

• In the summer of 2002 we saw a lot of changes in staff 
with the introduction of Jean Bohr as our new Director 
of Religious Education, and Debbie Moen and Diane 
Reiter as our new RE secretaries. Janice Cain moved 
from the RE office to become our new Business Manager.

• In August of 2003, Jean Rehmer joined the 
Religious Education staff, replacing Debbie Moen. 
On September 13, 2003, Phil Rehmer was ordained 
a permanent deacon. Deacon Phil was the first 
ordained deacon from our parish family.

• Fr. Show Reddy Allam arrived from India as our new 
associate pastor in the summer of 2004.

• We were blessed to welcome our newest Deacon, 
Tim Kueper, to our parish family in September of 
2005. In October of 2005, Anne Valdez of the Parish 
Life Campaign office relocated to Texas. Diane Reiter 
moved from the RE office to assume her position and 
to support the business office. Jean Rehmer assumed 
Diane’s position as secretary for Youth Ministry and 
Cheryl Lohse came to us from Annunciation Parish in 
Aurora as our newest RE secretary.

• In July of 2006 Mary Dunbar joined us as our new 
Parish Secretary.

• In August of 2007 Candy Rice joined the OLM staff 
as the Middle School Youth Ministry Coordinator 
until her retirement in May of 2012.

• Having served as Director of Religious Education for 
the past seven years, Jean Bohr retired in April of 
2009, at which time Deacon Tim Kueper assumed 
the role of Director of Religious Education. In August 
of 2009 long time parishioner, Art Tiongson, was 
ordained a Permanent Deacon for the Diocese of 
Joliet and began serving in his new capacity until 
his move to Texas in December of 2012. Stephen 
Eickhoff became our first parishioner to be ordained 
a Transitional Deacon on November 14, 2009. This is 
an important step towards his eventual ordination to 
the priesthood.

• On June 5, 2010 Stephen Eickhoff was ordained a 
priest of the Diocese of Joliet.

• In March 2011 Fr. Tomy Chellakandathil, C.M.I. 
joined OLM as Associate Pastor.

• In 2012 Phyllis Anderson joined the Liturgy Office 
and John Werle took charge of the Middle School 
Youth Ministry program as its Coordinator.

•  From September 2012 through September 2013 the 
25th anniversary of the founding of our parish was 
celebrated with a variety of events.

•  November 2012 marked the blessing and grand 
opening of the OLM Parish Library, thanks to 
librarian Cleo Hesselbach. The Youth Center on the 
second floor of the Parish Life Center opened in 
November of 2012.

• In June 2013, Fr. Joslad Koilparambil joined OLM 
as Parochial Vicar. In August of 2013 Tony Martini 
was ordained a Permanent Deacon for the Diocese of 
Joliet, and began serving in his new capacity.

• In June of 2014 Deacon Michal Twaruzek interned 
three months at OLM as he prepared to be ordained 
as a priest in 2015.

• In January 2015, Diane Reiter assumed the position 
of Parish Secretary after Mary Dunbar retired. Anna 
Morgan joined the parish office as the Accounting 
Assistant in November of 2015.

• In August of 2016 Mike Plese was ordained a 
Permanent Deacon for the Diocese of Joliet and 
longtime parishioner, Len Eickhoff, joined the staff as 
Facility Manager.

• 2017 was a year of staff changes at Our Lady of 
Mercy. Father Lad Koilparambil returned to his 
home in India on May 23rd. Father Hugh Fullmer, 
our Pastor for 17 years, retired in June. Deacon 
Tim Kueper retired from his position of Director of 
Religious Education and John Werle left his position 
as Middle School Youth Ministry Coordinator. Candy 
Rice returned to OLM as the Middle School Youth 
Ministry Coordinator. June 21st brought two priests 
to OLM. Father Don McLaughlin became the third 
Pastor at Our Lady of Mercy and the newly ordained, 
Father Mark Bernhard, as the Parochial Vicar. In 
August the Business Manager, Janice Cain, retired 
and Robert Gancarz assumed her position.

• June 22, 2018 marked the 30th anniversary of the 
parishes founding. Our Lady of Mercy celebrated the 
anniversary “Together We Are One” was the theme 
for the year embracing the diversity of our parish 
community. In April Lydia Schmitt joined the staff as 
the Business Office Assistant when Anna Morgan left 
her position. Mary Jo Trapani came to OLM as the 
new Director of Religious Education. In September 
Zara Tan was hired to fill the newly created position 
of Communication and Evangelization. Frank Sauter 
brought his talent to OLM as the Director of Music 
replacing Larry Harris. OLM was also blessed with 
seminarian interns, Senovio Sarabia and Luis Miguel 
Garcia, who spent time preparing for their vocation 
at our parish.

• 2019 focused on an evangelization effort first, for 
all our parishioners, then outside these church 
walls. Through ALPHA parishioners and non-
parishioners are given the opportunity to experience 
a relationship with Jesus that will change lives. 
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And with this encounter people will see and 
experience church, going to Mass, and being of 
service in an entirely new way. Our other focus has 
been to be a welcoming parish to all. Jean Palasz 
joined the staff in June after, Cheryl Lohse retired as 
the Religious Education Secretary.

• 2020 was the year of the Covid-19 pandemic and the 
church “pivoting” to provide our parishioners Mass 
and the Sacraments in a safe, socially distant and 
virtual manner. On March 6th our beloved Deacon 
Bob Vavra was called home to our Lord. Candy Rice 
retired at the end of June and Father Mark Bernhard 
finished his three-year term at OLM and moved to St. 
Mary’s in Mokena, Illinois. In July, the newly ordained 
Father James Guarascio, joined OLM as the Parochial 
Vicar. Parishioner, Tony Leazzo, was ordained a 
Permanent Deacon and assigned to Our Lady of Mercy. 
In December, Deacon Mike Please and his wife moved 
out of the parish and relocated to Tennessee.

Our Vision
To offer every person a life-changing encounter with Jesus, 

grow disciples, and send them on mission.

Our Mission
Love God, love others, and draw people closer to Christ.

Our Lady of Mercy
Parish Staff

Rev. Don McLaughlin .................................................... Pastor
Rev. James Guarascio .......................................Parochial Vicar
Deacon Tim Kueper ................................... Permanent Deacon
Deacon Tony Leazzo.................................. Permanent Deacon
Deacon Tony Martini ................................. Permanent Deacon
Deacon Phil Rehmer .................................. Permanent Deacon
Deacon Art Tiongson ................................. Permanent Deacon
Deacon Guadelupe (Lupe) Villarreal ......... Permanent Deacon
Len Eickhoff ................................................Facilities Manager
Timothy Feldman ......................................Data Entry Support
Robert Gancarz ...........................................Business Manager
Jolene LeRoy, RN, BSN ........... Parish Nurse, Dir. Pastoral Care
Dave Miserendino ..........Dir. of Youth & Young Adult Ministry
  .......................Middle School Youth Ministry Coordinator
Jean Palasz ............................... Religious Education Secretary
Jean Rehmer ............................ Religious Education Secretary
Diane Reiter .......................... Parish Secretary, Bulletin Editor
Frank Sauter ..................................................................Music
Lydia Schmitt ................................... Business Office Assistant
Zara Tan ............................. Communication & Evangelization
Mary Jo Trapani ............................ Dir. of Religious Education

Pastors Leadership Team
Fr. James Guarascio, Zara Tan, Mary Jo Trapani, 
Bob Maxwell, Kim Harris

Administration Commission
Executive
Administration/Finance

Tom Shaffer ................................................ 630-851-3444
This commission oversees the parish financial and 
administrative activities including fundraising, as well as 
the upkeep/maintenance of all parish buildings.

Buildings & Grounds
Len Eickhoff ................................................ 331-707-5374
lene@olmercy.com

Communications
Zara Tan ..................................................... 331-707-5381
zara@olmercy.com

Pastoral Parish Council
David Baier ....................................dbaier477@gmail.com
Parish advisory board that meets quarterly. The Pastoral 
Council in collaboration with the Pastor and his 
leadership team stategize for ways to implement the 
parish vision statement.

Stewardship
CMAA (Diocese of Joliet)

Time/Talent (Ministry Fair)
Karen Schwartz .......................................... 630-723-8453
Karenschwartz800@gmail.com
Ministry Fairs provide a venue for parishioners to be 
made aware of the many ministries and volunteer 
opportunities available at OLM.

Collection Counters
Parish Office ............................................... 630-851-3444
Assist with weekly collection count.

Faith Formation Commission
Faith Formation is for all ages! We never stop learning about 
the Catholic faith, so we all need faith formation. A Faith 
Formation Commission is set up to provide quality faith 
experiences for all in our parish and community. Formal and 
informal religious education classes, sacramental preparation 
(Baptism, First Eucharist, Reconciliation, Confirmation and 
Marriage), youth ministry (Junior and Senior High) and 
Adult Education are the primary functions of faith formation.
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COMPLIMENTARY WELLNESS EXAM

Chiropractors naturally help with traditional neck & back problems, but they also get amazing results 
with other health issues such as:  MIGRAINES • ADD/ADHD • ALLERGIES • DIGESTIVE PROBLEMS • AND MORE!

Including a consultation and digital spinal scan
Simply mention this ad!   $385 Value

Dr. Bill and Dr. Sonia Buchar
3015 E. New York St.,  Ste. A12

Aurora, IL 60504

630.820.1330

3075 Book Road, Suite 167

Naperville, IL 60564

630.857.3542

www.bucharfamilychiro.com            Buchar Family Chiropractic   

NAPERVILLE’S FULL SERVICE FUNERAL HOMES
Complete Funeral Arrangements

Cremation, Memorial & Graveside Services

Only On-Site Crematory in Naperville

(630) 922-9630 (630) 355-0264
SOUTH NAPERVILLE

24021 W Royal Worlington Dr
(South of 103rd St)

DOWNTOWN NAPERVILLE
516 S Washington St

(1½ Blocks South of Chicago Ave)

• Out-of-Town Arrangements
• Pre-Planning • Monuments • Markers

On-Site
Crematory

160th
Anniversary
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Adult Faith Formation
Alpha

Zara Tan ..................................................... 331-707-5381
Director of Evangelization
zara@olmercy.com
Alpha is an 11 week series of interactive sessions where 
guests have the opportunity to explore life and the 
Christian faith in a friendly and informal environment. 
It is for those: who have no faith background, who have 
been away from the Church and are looking to come back, 
or those who are need of a spiritual renewal, who would 
like to go deeper into their faith. It is also for those would 
like to start the beginning stages of accompaniment and 
growing into a disciple maker being on mission mode in 
bringing others to Jesus. Alpha also is the first place we 
invite those new to Our Lady of Mercy because it brings 
a big parish like ours into small Christian communities, 
connecting new members into the parish family more 
tangibly. Sessions begin with a meal, followed by a short 
talk, and time to discuss the topic. Alpha runs twice a year 
during the Winter and Fall in both in-person and online 
settings in English and Spanish.

Bible Study/Events
Zara Tan ..................................................... 331-707-5381
zara@olmercy.com
This team is responsible for advocating adult faith 
formation within the parish. Speakers and events for 
faith formation such a Bible Studies are presented 
throughout the year.

Adult Bible Study
Joe Wiacek .................................... joewiacek@gmail.com
The Adult Bible Study Formation brings us closer to God. 
Discover Scripture and hear God’s message for you. We 
study topics such as the Mass, Mary, and general Bible 
overviews such as the critically acclaimed study Salvation 
History. Learn in a group environment that is structured 
for anyone whether a Bible expert of a beginner, young, 
senior, married, or single. Perfect for anyone who has 
ever said “but I have never read the Bible”. We all strive 
to become closer and more intimate with our Lord. Our 
ministry focuses on that through the Word he speaks to us.

Bible Study - Walking With Purpose WWP (Catholic 
Women’s Bible Study)

Wendy Jo Burnett ...........wendyburnett0907@yahoo.com
Walking With Purpose (WWP) is the modern women’s 
guide to the Bible. It is for women of all ages who desire 
to grow in their Catholic faith, seeking connections 
with like-minded women. WWP Bible Studies, helps 
women know Christ’s love, mercy, and acceptance. At 
Walking with Purpose, our mission is to help every 
Catholic woman and girl in America to open her heart to 
Jesus Christ. Our Bible studies enable women to know 
Christ personally through Scripture and the teachings 
of the Roman Catholic Church. We endeavor to meet all 
participants wherever they are in their spiritual journeys 
(no former scriptural background necessary) and we 
welcome women of all faith backgrounds.

Christ Renews His Parish (CRHP)
Carl Marker ................................................ 630-995-6093
Mary Anne Marker ..................................... 630-995-6093
crhpolm@gmail.com
CRHP (Christ Renews His Parish) is a spiritual renewal 
weekend that takes place once a year in our parish 
and is designed to help men and women grow in their 
relationship with Jesus Christ, and with their fellow 
parishioners. The men and the women meet on separate 
weekends, which enables the focus to be on each 
separate group and their needs, culminating in a stronger 
bond with other members of the parish and uniting us 
closer to Christ. It is also an excellent opportunity for 
us as Catholics to renew our understanding of the basic 
beliefs and traditions of our faith. Just as all of our other 
commitments need renewal, so does our commitment to 
Christ if we’re to be faithful followers. The CRHP goal is 
to make this brief time for you a spiritual experience filled 
with relaxation, prayer, reflection, laugher and song and a 
refreshing step in your own journey with Jesus. If you are 
asking yourself, “Is this all there is to faith?” or “Is there 
something I am missing?” We hope you sign-up for the 
CRHP Renewal weekend during the registration period 
and find out how much more God has in store for you. 
Join us and you will meet other parishioners experiencing 
similar demands and challenges in their busy lives.

Summoned Men of Faith
Bob Happ .................................................... 630-484-8532
bobhappl@sbcglobal.net
Men of all ages are invited to gather with a breakfast 
“icebreaker” and proceed to a meeting room where we 
re-group, relax and reflect on Christ’s role in different 
aspects of our daily lives. The group is interactive (there 
are no speeches here, rather all are encouraged to share 
their experiences or just listen) and we freely share 
our individual tales of our Christian lives. All men are 
welcome and no membership is required! We meet 3 
times a year (January, May and October).

Women at the Well
Joana Lopez ................................................ 708-431-4151
Joana1.lopez@gmail.com
Women at the Well is an informal gathering of women of 
the parish centered on scripture and living our Catholic 
faith. We begin with food and fellowship, then have 
a presentation of a topic for reflection and discussion 
about walking as disciples of Jesus Christ in this world. 
Different topics are discussed each meeting, so feel free 
to come whenever your schedule permits. All women of 
the parish age of confirmation and older are welcome.

Women In Faith
Barb Klein ................................................... 630-851-0678
Veronica Manzanares .................................. 630-340-3385
verojuarez72@hotmail.com
A women’s group designed to help bridge the gap 
between our Catholic faith and everyday life through 
book studies, prayer, song and fellowship.
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Children and Youth Formation
Religious Education (Grades K-5)

Mary Jo Trapani ......................................... 331-707-5378
maryjot@olmercy.com
Jean Palasz, Grades K-5 Secretary .............. 331-707-5369
jeanp@olmercy.com
R.E. Absentee Reporting Line ..................... 331-707-5382
Formal classes for students in kindergarten through 5th 
grade meet weekly in the Parish Life Center for an hour and 
fifteen minutes starting in September going through April.

Middle School Youth Ministry: “EDGE”
(Grades 6-8)
Dave Miserendino ....................................... 331-707-5371
DaveM@olmercy.com
Jean Rehmer, Grades 6-12 Secretary .......... 331-707-5375
jeanr@olmercy.com
Faith formation for students in grades 6-8 includes 
formal religious education called “EDGE.” Classes are 
held in the Parish Life Center and meet 2-3 times a 
month on Monday evenings starting in September going 
through April. Students can also participate in social, 
service, retreat and leadership ministries.

Senior High Youth Ministry: “LIGHT”
(Grades 9-12)
Dave Miserendino ....................................... 331-707-5371
davem@olmercy.com
Jean Rehmer, Grades 6-12 Secretary..... 331-707-5375
jeanr@olmercy.com
Faith formation for high school students (grades 9-12) 
is called “LIGHT” (Living In God’s Holy Truth) and 
includes mini-courses on the faith, workshops, social 
events, service projects, retreats, trips, conferences, and 
leadership opportunities for teens. Parent formation and 
enrichment opportunities are also offered. The sacrament 
of Confirmation is offered to high school age teens 
through the LIGHT program. Also offers Youth Mission 
Trips and Youth Group.

Sacramental Formation
Baptism

Lydia Schmitt.............................................. 630-707-5377
lydias@olmercy.com
Registered parishioners who wish to have their first child 
baptized must attend a preparation class. If you have had 
a previous child baptized within five years you do not need 
to retake the class. The classes are usually held the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month. Baptisms are usually celebrated 
on the first Saturday of the month at 12 noon, and the 
second Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m. Baptisms are not 
conducted during Lent.

Baptism Preparation
Lydia Schmitt.............................................. 630-707-5377
lydias@olmercy.com
Baptism ministers help the celebrant at the baptisms, 
welcoming and signing in parents. They also assist the 
celebrant with the actual baptism. Ministers usually 
serve once every five to six weeks, Saturday or Sunday 
afternoon for approximately two hours.

Confirmation
Dave Miserendino ....................................... 331-707-5371
davem@olmercy.com
Jean Rehmer, Grades 6-12 Secretary: jeanr@olmercy.com
Preparation for the sacrament occurs in high school 
(grades 9-12) in conjunction with the LIGHT youth 
ministry program. The sacramental ceremony with the 
Bishop is held annually in the fall. Teens interested in 
receiving the sacrament should be involved in the LIGHT 
formation program and then attend the immediate 
preparation course for the sacrament.

Eucharist/Communion
Mary Jo Trapani ......................................... 331-707-5378
maryjot@olmercy.com
Preparation for the sacrament begins with level one 
Religious Education classes and continues through second 
level. A child needs to complete the first and second 
level programs to receive Communion. The sacrament is 
received at the end of the second level classes.

 Funeral Liturgy Planning
Jolene LeRoy RN Director of Pastoral Care . 331-707-5380
jolenel@olmercy.com
A parish funeral planner meets with family members to 
prepare the Mass of Christian Burial liturgy for a loved one.

Marriage
Diane Reiter ................................................ 630-851-3444
dianer@olmercy.com
The bride, groom or either set of parents must be 
registered members of the parish. According to Diocesan 
law, the date of the wedding must be set no less than six 
months prior to the Sacrament of Marriage to allow for 
all requirements and paperwork to be completed.

Reconciliation
Mary Jo Trapani ......................................... 331-707-5378
maryjo@olmercy.com
Preparation for the sacrament takes place during the 2nd 
level Religious Education classes.

Rite of Christian Initiation for Children (RCIC)
Mary Jo Trapani ......................................... 331-707-5378
maryjot@olmercy.com
The RCIC program prepares children in grades 3-8 for 
the sacraments of Baptism, and/or First Reconciliation 
and First Eucharist. This is a two year program. Students 
will receive Baptism, if needed, in the first year and First 
Reconciliation. They will receive First Communion the 
second year.

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Jean Rehmer, RCIA Coordinator ................. 331-707-5375
jeanr@olmercy.com
The RCIA is the process by which a person who is not 
Catholic or has not received all of the Sacraments of 
Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist) can be 
fully initiated into the Catholic Church. Candidates will 
experience and learn about the one, holy, Catholic, and 
apostolic Church as they prepare to be fully initiated into 
the faith. Sessions are held on Thursdays and Sundays, 
beginning first with ALPHA, and culminating at either 
Easter or Corpus Christi.



8

Our Lady of Mercy Guide Book & Directory

Enrichment
College Ministry

Dave Miserendino ....................................... 331-707-5371
davem@olmercy.com
Ministry for college aged students (ages 18-24) which 
includes social, service and worship activities. Activities 
will happen during winter, spring and summer breaks.

Couples’ Ministry
Dave Miserendino ....................................... 331-707-5371
davem@olmercy.com
Ministry for young couples, married, dating or engaged. 
Includes social, spiritual and worship events throughout 
the year.

Magnify
Zara Tan ..................................................... 331-707-5381
zara@olmercy.com
Have you ever wondered what an event about Jesus 
and nothing else looks like? This is what Magnify is and 
the beauty of a ministry focused on the Eucharist is its 
Minister: Jesus Christ Himself. Our vision at Magnify is to 
get out of the way and allow Jesus to form each evening 
and each souls’ encounter according to His will. Typically, 
on the fourth Wednesday, we host a night of adoration 
in the church led by Father James with a scriptural 
reflection, with praise and worship by Josh Goodman 
to supplement that encounter with Jesus. Father James 
hears Confessions after his scriptural reflection up 
through sometime before Benediction. Earmark the 4th 
Wednesday of each month; we pray that you come and 
spend time in prayer with Jesus, encountering Him in a 
special way that He is personally inviting you to come 
and share your heart with Him.

Marriage Course | Marriage Tune Ups
Zara Tan ..................................................... 331-707-5381
zara@olmercy.com
We want to provide you ways to enrich your life, 
marriage, and relationships. Working toward that goal, 
several times a year, we offer Marriage Tune Ups in 
the form of “Date Nights” or “The Marriage Course”. 
The “Marriage Tune Up Date Nights” are several date 
night workshops held at Our Lady of Mercy by Relevant 
Radio’s “On the Front Porch” radio program host Doug 
Hinderer who is also a marriage therapist at the Chicago 
Christian Counseling Center.
“The Marriage Course” is held online consisting of 7 
sessions or date nights, that help couples invest in their 
relationship and build a strong marriage. It is based on 
Christian principles but designed to help couples of all 
faiths strengthen their relationship. Each session features 
leading experts, teaching content, and stories from 
around the globe. This is run via Zoom or you can take 
the course as a couple separately.

Marriage Program-Sponsor Couples
John & Donna Werle ................................... 630-254-3778
Married couples mentor engaged couples by inviting 
them into their homes for a series of evening meetings. 
Volunteer opportunity: Sponsor couples help prepare 
engaged couples for the life-long commitment of 
marriage by working with one couple in their home on a 
mutually convenient schedule. This is fun, relaxing and 
fulfilling for the sponsor couple as well as the engaged 
couples.

Moms & Tots
Lydia Schmitt............................. lydiaschmitt@gmail.com
Our Lady of Mercy’s Moms & Tots is a group for mothers 
seeking to journey with other like-minded woman of 
faith as together we grow our relationship with Jesus 
and strive to nurture discipleship within our own homes 
and families. Join us for book chats, podcast discussions, 
“Mom’s Night Out,” community service projects, 
fellowship, and prayer! We also invite you, with your 
young children, to take part in faith-based story-times, 
crafts, and play groups!

Natural Family Planning
Amanda Smith ............................... ajsmith08@ymail.com
Natural Family Planning (NFP) is the scientific, natural 
and moral method of family planning that helps married 
couples either achieve or avoid pregnancy. There are 
various NFP methods which are based on the observation 
of naturally occurring signs and symptoms of the fertile 
and infertile phases of a woman’s cycle. NFP supports 
God’s design for married love by respecting the unitive 
and procreative nature of the conjugal act. OLM provides 
NFP instruction for their parishioners and requires all 
engaged couples to complete the introduction class. 
Additional private and personal instruction in the 
Marquette Method is also available to parishioners 
seeking to implement this method into their marriage.

Young Adult Ministry & Theology on Tap
Dave Miserendino ....................................... 331-707-5371
davem@olmercy.com
Ministry for adults in their 20’s and 30’s. Includes social, 
spiritual and worship events throughout the year.

Hispanic Ministry
To offer every person a life changing encounter with Jesus
through Virgin Mary with celebration of different Devotionals.
The Spanish Ministry was formed by a group of women from 
different cultural origins inspired by the Marian mission to 
participate in activities that will help grow and mature in the 
life of faith.

Deacon Lupe Villarreal ............................ lupev@olmercy.com

Día de los Muertos/Day of the Death
Veronica Manzanares .................................. 630-210-6143
Verojuarez72@hotmail.com
Claudia Molina ........................................... 630-697-3322
molinaclaudia@sbcglobal.net
Building and display of the altar in the Narthex, 
celebration of the mass, and remembering the love ones 
who have passed away through prayer and display of 
photographs in the altar. Fellowship after masses TBA. 
October, Sunday 21st and November, Monday 1st and 
Tuesday 2nd.

Divine Mercy Chaplet/Viacrusis
Luz Rivero .................................................. 614-562-1822
Luzrivero1@gmail.com
Twice a month on Wednesdays and on Fridays during Lent. 
Via Zoom @ 8:00 p.m. During nice weather the Viacrusis 
is prayed outside in the back yard or inside in the Narthex 
following the Stations of the Cross at 12:30 p.m.
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844844--820820--11371137
Call Today for a FREE ESTIMATE

LeafGuard is guaranteed never
to clog as long as you own your
home or we’ll clean it for FREE

Eliminates the risk of
falling off  the ladder to
clean clogged gutters

Durable, all-weather tested system–not a fl imsy attachment

Seamless, one-piece system keeps
out leaves, pine needles and debris!

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. 
Off er sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. 
This off er is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.  If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend 
and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter 
into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this off er: employees of Company or affi  liated companies or entities, their 
immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and 
former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal
or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via fi rst class United States Mail or e-mailed within
30 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Off er not sponsored
or promoted by Darden and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 12/31/2021.

with free in-home estimate 

$25

On Purchases with your Synchrony Bank credit card. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the promotional
purchase is not paid in full within 12 Months. $29 account activation fee will apply. Fixed Monthly Payments required equal to 2.5% of
the highest balance applicable to this promo purchase until paid in full. Off er applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases.
No monthly interest will be charged on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full [within12 Months]. If you do
not, monthly interest will be charged on the promo purchase from the purchase date. Fixed monthly payments are required equal to
2.5% of the highest balance applicable to this promo purchase until paid in full. The fi xed monthly payment will be rounded to the next
highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional
purchase. Depending on purchase amount, promotion length and payment allocation, the required minimum monthly payments may or
may not pay off  purchase by end of promotional period. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion
ends, to promotional purchase, except that the fi xed monthly payment will continue to be required until the promotion is paid in full.
For new accounts: Purchase APR is 26.99% Minimum Interest Charge is $2. One-time Account Activation Fee of $29 charged at time
fi rst purchase posts to account. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit
approval. Expires 12/31/21.

INTEREST-FREE
FINANCING 
FOR

MONTHS!
Yes!Yeeeeeessssssss!!$Financing
Available

1255 N.Edgelawn Dr. Aurora, IL      www.auroracentral.com1255 N.Edgelawn Dr. Aurora, IL  www.auroracentral.com
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Holy Angels School Tour

PreK-8
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  

every Wednesday
Come and see where the  

traditions of faith meet the  
 

www.holyangelsschool.net
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Holy Hour
Soledad Escandon ..................................... 908-296–5709
escandonsoledad16@gmail.com
Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus that takes place 
the 1st Friday of the month. During quarantine it will be 
on Thursday.

Holy Rosary
Veronica Manzanares .................................. 630-210-6143
Verojuarez72@hotmail.com
• Our Lady of Guadalupe weekly Holy Rosary - Once a 

week the Holy Rosary is prayed at someone’s home 
followed by fellowship sharing a meal. The gathering 
is on Thursdays when the Holy Hour and/or the 
PlanParenthood devotional is scheduled.

• Our Lady of Guadalupe Novena - 9 consecutive days 
praying the Holy Rosary in December before Mass.

• Las Posadas - All children pray the Holy Rosary for 9 
consecutive days.

• Epiphany of the Lord/ Epifania del Señor/ Santos 
Reyes - Prayer of the Holy Rosary

• Romeria - Pilgrimage throughout all the images of 
Virgin Mary at OLM. Praying all the mysteries of the 
Holy Rosary. Holy Rosary for children in May (month 
of Mary) and June (Sacred Heart of Jesus)

Holy Rosary at Plan Parenthood
Jessica Guajardo ......................................... 773-517-4798
jguajardoa@hotmail.com
1st Friday of the month in front of Plan Parenthood at 
1:00 p.m. (Corner of Eola Rd & New York St). If the 
weather doesn’t permit to pray outside in front of the 
parking lot, the Holy Rosary will be prayed in the car, and 
invite those who can make it to pray at home (Eng/Spa)

Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass
 Veronica Manzanares .................................. 630-210-6143
Verojuarez72@hotmail.com
 Claudia Molina ........................................... 630-697-3322
molinaclaudia@sbcglobal.net
Celebration of the apparition of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

Justice & Peace Commission
Education & Advocacy
Justice and Peace Ministry

Christine Harvey .....................christharveyny@gmail.com
This ministry promotes the gospel of peace and social 
justice through its programs, ministries and activities 
in the parish and in the community. The goals of the 
ministry are to increase awareness of and educate on 
social justice issues and the church’s social teachings. 
The ministry will promote and provide opportunities for 
involvement in direct services to those in need.

Respect Life
Lisa San Diego ............................................ 630-258-0122
This ministry engages in education, community service 
and public policy activities related to pro-life areas 
(abortion, infanticide and euthanasia among others). 
We seek to increase respect for all human life, from 
conception to natural death. Everyone’s welcome to join.

Service
Service Commission

This commission coordinates all groups that perform 
various services for the parish. Volunteer Opportunity: 
Individuals are needed to assist in coordinating special 
events such as Undy Sunday.

Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry
Jean Rehmer ............................................... 331-707-5375
parishoffice@olmercy.com
Parishioners are invited to donate nonperishable foods, 
personal hygiene items during the first weekend of each 
month. Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry provides food to people 
in Aurora and surrounding areas on an emergency basis.

Bridge Communities
Nicole Achebo ...................................... najite@yahoo.com
As a sponsoring parish of a grassroots organization based in 
Glen Ellyn, Our Lady of Mercy will help homeless families 
get the support they need for a fresh start. Providing 
shelter, furnishings, tutoring to children, legal and financial 
advice, the Bridge Communities network teaches the 
life skills necessary for independence. With weekly visits 
from mentors from the parish, our sponsored family will 
receive the support and advice they need to transition to 
a self-supporting lifestyle. Over a one-to-two-year period, 
the sponsored family will learn how to seek responsible 
childcare, find productive work, erase or reduce existing 
debt and build a secure financial future for their family.

Hesed House/Public Action to Deliver Shelter (PADS)
Deacon Phil & Jean Rehmer ....................... 331-707-5375
jeanr@olmercy.com
Hesed House is a homeless shelter located in Aurora, 
which provides men, women and children shelter, food 
and unconditional hospitality. OLM’s PADS program 
provides the food/supplies and volunteer workers to 
serve a meal and provide hospitality on the first Tuesday 
of each month. Each evening anywhere from 150-175 
‘guests’ are appreciative of the meal and companionship 
provided through this ministry. Food and monetary 
donations are solicited on a monthly basis.

Holiday Angel Giving Program
Parish Office ............................................... 630-851-3444
parishoffice@olmercy.com
This is a program in place during the holiday times 
(Thanksgiving, Christmas) where parishioners contribute 
monetary donations that provides assistance for women 
dealing with abuse at Breaking Free, the Aurora Interfaith 
Food Pantry, and OLM’s St. Vincent DePaul Society.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Parish Office .................................. 630-851-3444 ext 400
The OLM SVdP Society provides short-term assistance 
with rent, mortgage payments or utilities to those in 
need due to financial hardship. Assistance is provided 
to both parishioners and neighbors residing within the 
OLM parish boundaries. Through generous donations 
from parishioners, SVdP members help those in the 
community who call the parish seeking financial 
assistance. In addition, a used clothing and general 
merchandise drive is held in the OLM parking lot several 
times a year. Items collected are used to support the 
SVdP Joliet Diocesan Thrift stores. In turn, OLM SVdP 
can provide store vouchers to those in need.
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Undy Sunday
Maybird D’Silva .................................maydsilva@aol.com
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Joliet has found that low 
income families and seniors living on poverty-level 
incomes do not spend money on underwear even though 
they desperately need it. Our Lady of Mercy Church 
is helping Catholic Charities and the individuals and 
families they serve with donations of new underwear, 
undershirts, socks, and diapers for children and adults.

Pastoral Care Commission
Health & Wellness
Health and Wellness Ministry

Jolene LeRoy RN, Director of Pastoral Care 331-707-5380
jolenel@olmercy.com
The ministry works with the RN/Director of Pastoral 
Care to sponsor health-related activities and programs 
that promote the health of the parish and encourage the 
church to be a healing community.

Open Hearts Ministry
Janice Hurtado Aeppli ...........olmopenhearts@yahoo.com
Jolene LeRoy RN Dir. of Pastoral Care ........ 331-707-5380
jolenel@olmercy.com
The ministry reaches out to individuals and their loved 
ones experiencing mental or emotional health challenges 
and educates the faith community regarding mental 
and emotional health and wellness through hope, 
empathy, awareness, renewal, trust, and support. The 
ministry offers spiritual support, coordinates an annual 
St. Dymphna liturgy service (St. Dymphna is the patron 
saint of stress, anxiety and mental health) and provides 
information on resources, health and wellness programs, 
mental health and suicide prevention trainings, and 
opportunities to be involved in the faith community.

Parish Nurse/Referrals
Jolene LeRoy, Parish Nurse ......................... 331-707-5380
jolenel@olmercy.com
This ministry is composed of volunteers concerned about 
health and committed to seeing the healing ministry 
of the Church carried out. The ministry supports the 
parish nurse as they work together to sponsor health-
related activities and programs that promote the health 
of the parish and encourage the church to be a healing 
community.

Outreach
Anointing of the Sick

Parish Office ............................................... 630-851-3444
parishoffice@olmercy.com
Jolene LeRoy RN Director of Pastoral Care . 331-707-5380
jolenel@olmercy.com
Arrangements will be made for a priest to administer the 
sacrament in hospitals, care facilities or private homes.

Funeral Luncheons
Marilyn Geist .............................................. 630-272-0246
marilyn.geist@yahoo.com
Volunteers assist at a funeral luncheon in setting tables 
and serving refreshments.

Loving Hands
Cheryl Hartnett ........................... barnboss@sbcglobal.net
Carolyn Kerkla .................................kerkla@sbcglobal.net
Loving Hands Ministry is an opportunity for women of 
all ages to reach out to others by making items (such as 
blankets, hats, scarves, and baby apparel) with prayerful 
intentions. An important part of this is the prayer blanket 
ministry. The materials are provided for you to sew the 
blankets at home. These prayer blankets are given to 
those who need to be covered in prayer and love during 
life’s challenges. If you know of someone who could 
benefit from a prayer blanket, please contact Jolene 
LeRoy. We pray for those who receive prayer blankets 
and other items. Donations of yarn, fabric, ribbon and 
sewing notions are appreciated.

Ministers of Care
Jolene LeRoy RN Director of Pastoral Care . 331-707-5380
jolenel@olmercy.com
Trained Ministers of Care are a listening presence and 
take Holy Communion to individuals in hospitals, care 
facilities or private homes.

Nursery
Susana Marchan-Ochoa .............................. 630-917-3754
Jesus’ Little Lambs Nursery provides a safe, loving 
environment for small children ages one to four years old 
during the 10:00am Mass. The nursery is always in need 
of caring volunteers.

Support
Bereavement/Grief Support Ministry

Jolene LeRoy RN Director of Pastoral Care . 331-707-5380
jolenel@olmercy.com
This ministry provides support (group or one-on-one) for 
individuals grieving during a loss or traumatic experience 
and referrals to local grief support groups and grief 
books/resources.

Cancer Care Ministry
Jolene LeRoy .............................................. 331-707-5380
jolenel@olmercy.com
If you, or a loved one, have been diagnosed with 
cancer, this ministry focuses on providing spiritual 
care and support during a person’s cancer journey. The 
ministry provides a variety of items (prayer, cards, oil 
of St. Peregrine, inspirational books, prayer blankets), 
coordinates the distribution of Communion and the 
Anointing of the Sick in a person’s home, sends uplifting 
cards of care, and refers a person to other healing 
resources in the church.

Employment Ministry - Helping Our Neighbor In Need
Jim Gamache .............................................. 330-338-4938
jbgamache@comcast.net
A job ministry dedicated to helping those individuals 
dealing with the personal pain, stress and uncertainty of 
unemployment. As our ministry continues to grow, we 
will network our job resources with those of other nearby 
parishes and community centers to increase opportunities 
for our parishioners. Also, we continue to actively seek 
parishioners with employment information and contacts 
to join our growing list of potential job sources.
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Meal Ministry
Parish Office ............................................... 630-851-3444
parishoffice@olmercy.com
Volunteers offer support by providing meals to 
parishioners as needs are identified by the parish staff or 
ministry leaders.

St. Peregrine Ministry
Deacon Tony Leazzo .......................... tonyl@olmercy.com
Jolene LeRoy RN Director of Pastoral Care . 331-707-5380
jolenel@olmercy.com
If you, or a loved one, have a chronic illness, this ministry 
(through the intercession of St. Peregrine, patron saint 
for persons suffering from cancer and other chronic 
illnesses) focuses on providing spiritual care and support. 
The ministry offers prayer services and gatherings to 
support one another, provides a variety of items (cards, 
oil of St. Peregrine, inspirational books, prayer blankets), 
and refers a person to healing and supportive ministries 
in the parish and to community resources.

Parish Life Commission
Fraternal
Knights of Columbus Council

Jeff LeRoy ..................................... jleroy53@hotmail.com
The Knights of Columbus Robert H. Weaver Council 
#12005 was chartered on May 25, 1997. As one of 
the nation’s oldest service organizations, we offer 
programs for members and their families such as 
athletic and recreational programs, community service, 
involvement with youth and a feeling of belonging that 
new friendships can provide. Membership is open to all 
Catholic Men, 18 years or older who practice their faith. 
Applications for membership can be submitted anytime. 
Membership is granted after Council approval and formal 
induction into the First Degree, which occur 3-4 times 
per year. Transfer into the Council from another Council 
can be granted at any time. Hosts Pancake Breakfasts, 
Tootsie Roll Drives and Blood Drives

Social/Community
Bowling League

Dan Panozzo ......................... tanddpanozzo@comcast.net

Crafts for the Creative Soul
Chris Wells ..............................olmcraftysouls@gmail.com
Crafts for the Creative Soul meets on select Friday nights 
from 6:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. in the Parish Life Center. 
It is a time for members of the parish to work on their 
own craft projects and to share fellowship with other 
crafters. There is no charge for these evenings. All are 
welcome to attend.

Fit Shepherds
Alex Baier ......................................abaier823@gmail.com
Men 14 years and older who wants to be in better shape; 
to be a better son; a better husband; a better father; a 
better brother; a better neighbor. A Fit Shepherd wants 
to model his life after the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ. 
A Fit Shepherd not only wants this for himself, he wants 
this for his brother. Our is aim to have every man in our 
community be in the best physical and spiritual shape of 
their lives. Fit Shepherds are formed through demanding 
workouts (each man modifies accordingly depending 
physical ability), fraternity, and discipleship. Men just 
simply show up either on Saturday mornings @ 7:00 a.m.
 or Wednesday mornings @ 5:30 a.m. at the Our Lady of 
Mercy parking lot.

Friday Family Feast
Marty Kadziela ........................... mjk73148@comcast.net
The team of dedicated parishioners interested in 
providing theme inspired dinners for parishioner 
throughout the year, at a nominal fee, giving parishioners 
the opportunity to mingle and meet fellow parishioners 
and their families in a social environment.

Hospitality Committee
Audrey Harris ............................................. 630-898-4665
Audrey1harris2@gmail.com
It is our responsibility to promote a welcoming spirit in 
our parish. We hope to establish a feeling of friendship 
and make all our parish families and guests feel that they 
are an integral part of the Our Lady of Mercy community. 
Over the years our members, with the assistance of the 
parish community have planned, baked, set-up, served, 
and cleaned up for these many parish functions.

Mary’s Squad
Kylie Tyler ............................................ kjtosu@gmail.com
Mary’s Squad strives to foster each women’s physical, 
spiritual, and social-emotional health through exercise. 
Mary’s squad is formed through physical activity based 
fellowship, discipleship and spiritual formation. Any 
woman 14 years and older that wants to grow spiritually 
and physically to become her BEST self can join the 
squad. Join the squad either on Wednesdays @ 6:30 p.m. 
or Saturdays @ 8:30 a.m. Check out olmercy.com/marys-
squad/ for details to get the most recent schedule for the 
workouts are either on Zoom or In-person, depending on 
the current gathering parameters.

Senior Gems
Len Eickhoff ................................................ 630-631-1676
Social group open to any parishioner 50 years old or older. 
Regular meetings held on the 2nd Wednesday afternoon 
of each month. Activities include spiritual, social and 
informational events. Transportation is available.

Welcome New Members (Parish Registration Team)
Parish Office ............................................... 630-851-3444
parishoffice@olmercy.com
This group welcomes new parishioners at the monthly 
“New Parishioner Welcome” and registration meeting. 
Newcomers register to become members of the parish, 
learn about OLM’s many programs and are encouraged 
to participate in the life of the parish.
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Serving Naperville Since 1967

“Specialists in Bathroom Remodeling”
(630) 355-0080
1340 W. Ogden • Naperville
Insured • License #058-062118 • Bonded
www.philwalzplumbing.com

Saturday
Service

Pope St. John Paul II Catholic Academy
is now Enrolling for the 2021-2022 School Year!

Registration is now open!

Call today for a personal tour!

www.jp2aurora.org to Register or
call (630) 844-3781 for North Campus or 
(630) 851-4400 for the South Campus.

Why join us:
• In-person learning, 5 days per week
• Small class sizes
• PreK4 through 8th Grade
• Before and After School Care available
• Hot breakfast and lunch served daily
• Opportunities to grow in your Catholic Faith daily
• High expectations aligned with Diocesan standards

Visit us on Facebook: @PSJPIIAuroraIL, Instgram: @PSJPII.AuroraIL and Twitter: @PSJPIIAuroraIL
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Worship Commission
Devotional
Blessed Sacrament Adorers

Shirley Staples .........................shirleystaples@yahoo.com
Adorers spend 30-60 minutes on Mondays and Thursdays 
in the chapel during adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Adoration usually begins after 8:00 a.m. Mass and 
continues until Benediction usually at 6:00 p.m.

Divine Mercy
Bill Troller .................................................. 630-585-1865
trollerw@live.com
The mission of OLM’s Divine Mercy Ministry is to 
proclaim the boundless graces of the Divine Mercy 
devotions promised by Jesus as chronicled by Saint Maria 
Faustina in her Diary, “Divine Mercy in My Soul.” During 
each Lenten season, the seminar “Discovering Divine 
Mercy” is offered in both morning and evening sessions. 
It focuses on the true meaning of the Divine Mercy Image 
and features a group recitation of the Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy and insight into Jesus’ “Extraordinary Promise” 
for trusting souls on the Feast of Divine Mercy, always 
celebrated the first Sunday after Easter.

Intercessory Prayer Ministry
Coleen Joy ....................................kryptos2@hotmail.com
prayformeatolm@gmail.com
Our intercessory prayer group realizes that one of the 
most powerful ways we can pray as intercessors is 
together with others. We don’t intercede on our own 
merits rather relying on the grace granted by the Holy 
Spirit who teaches us how to pray in union with the 
mind of God. We respect and maintain the confidentiality 
of all prayer requests that come through. Through our 
prayers we are here to lift up our sisters and brothers in 
Christ as they may be struggling physically, spiritually 
or emotionally. If you’d like to submit a prayer request 
you could go to our parish website and click on the link 
“prayer intentions” and enter the request or through our 
Facebook page. You may also send your prayer requests 
at prayformeatolm@gmail.com The requests will be 
forwarded to the intercessory prayer warriors who will 
be praying for the individuals and for their needs. If you 
are someone who feels God’s invitation to be part of this 
prayer ministry, we welcome you to join our intercessory 
prayer group. Relying on God’s grace and trusting in 
God’s provision, we kneel down before our Lord so that 
a might flood of prayers will ascend to heaven for those 
who are need.

Worship Commission
Vince Wardein ..................... vincewardein@sbcglobal.net
This group plans and implements liturgical efforts for the 
parish. Bi-monthly meetings are held.

Liturgical
Altar Servers

Pat Heraty ................................................... 630-898-0755
Pat.heraty@opcpolymers.com
Youth grades 5 through high school assist the priest 
during liturgies. Training is provided.

Art & Environment
Marty Kadziela ........................................... 630-292-1091
Karen Schwartz .......................................... 630-723-8453
Linda Eickhoff ............................................ 630-904-0906
Parishioners who help decorate the church for the 
liturgical seasons.

Baptism Host/Hostess
Lydia Schmitt.............................................. 630-707-5377
Baptism preparation classes are held the 3rd Wednesday 
of each month. Baptism ceremonies are usually held on 
the first Saturday of the month at noon and the second 
Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m.

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist
Phyllis Anderson ......................................... 630-408-8539
Phyllisanderson5027@yahoo.com
Assist in distributing Communion at weekend Masses and 
special liturgies. Training is provided. Must be 16 years 
of age, confirmed and a practicing Catholic.

Funeral Liturgy Planning
Jolene LeRoy RN Director of Pastoral Care . 331-707-5380
jolenel@olmercy.com
A parish funeral planner meets with family members to 
prepare the Mass of Christian Burial liturgy for a loved one.

Greeters
Phil Zwick ................................................... 312-339-6943
philipzwick@yahoo.com
Greeters are always needed for all our Mass times; your 
simple smile, welcoming disposition and a tendency for 
promptness is all that is needed. This is one of the most 
important ministries during the weekend experience 
here at Our Lady of Mercy. That simple act of greeting 
someone, holding the door open, making people feel 
welcomed can sometimes be the start of a brighter day 
especially for those who may have had a tough week 
prior to coming to the weekend Mass.

Lectors
Chris Harvey ............................................... 631-561-9722
chrisharveyny@gmail.com
Proclaim the Word at weekend and special liturgies. 
Training is provided. Lectors prepare by meditating 
on the readings the week prior to their assignment. 
Volunteers must have good public reading skills.

Liturgy of the Word for Children
Mary Jo Trapani ............................ maryjot@olmercy.com
Volunteers lead children K-5 in readings from the 
Lectionary for Masses with children.

Mass Coordinators
Sacristan
Phyllis Anderson .......... phyllisanderson5027@yahoo.com
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Ushers
Ruben Manzan............................................ 630-414-0626
rubenmj@comcst.net
Help seating worshippers, receiving offerings, 
distributing bulletins, and assisting the handicapped. 
This ministry is perfect for those who like to help things 
run smoothly.

Music Ministry
Frank Sauter ............................................... 331-707-5379
franks@olmercy.com

Adult Choir
Sing at 10:00 a.m. Mass and special Masses; rehearsals 
Wednesday 7:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m.; open to all parishioners 
high school age & up; no audition required.

Cantor Ministry
Song leaders; usually one person with accompanist; 1 to 
2 liturgies per month; auditions by appointment; training 
through the Music Director.

Festival Choir
Ideal for those who want to participate in the choir but are 
not able to make a weekly time commitment; attend five 
or six rehearsals and sing at Christmas Midnight Mass.

OLM Orchestra
The orchestra forms to play for the Christmas Midnight 
Mass. All instrumentalists 8th grade and older are 
welcome.

Children’s Choir

Other Organizations
Boy Scouts

Spencer Coyle .................................slcoyle@sbcglobal.net
Boy Scout Troop 849 is sponsored by Our Lady of Mercy 
and meets here in the Parish Life Center.

Charismatic Prayer Group
Oscar & Lourdes Indad ............................... 630-851-1712
Encourage prayer by sharing our belief of purpose 
and power of prayer; upon request will pray for the 
intentions of the sick and suffering of our parish.

Cub Scouts
Jamie Johnson ........................................ jlelf@yahoo.com
Cub Scout Pack 123 is sponsored by Our Lady of Mercy 
and meets in the Parish Life Center.

Simbang Gabi
Edna Santig .................................ednasantig@yahoo.com
Simbang Gabi (Filipino for “Night Mass”) is a devotional 
celebration practiced by Filipino Catholics in anticipation 
of Christmas.
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Kevin P. Ryan, D.D.S. P.C.
Conor P. Ryan, D.D.S.

GENERAL DENTISTRY
1852 BAY SCOTT CIRCLE
SUITE 108
NAPERVILLE, ILLINOIS 60540
(630) 355-1940
FAX (630) 355-2091
www.kevinryandds.com
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