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St. Ladislas Parish
2345 Bassett Road, Westlake, Ohio 44145-2999

(440) 835-2300
March 2021

Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Ladislas,

Throughout the years the publication of a parish directory 
has proven very useful to all of our parishioners. It has 
facilitated an easy connection between our members 
as well as being a resource for the many organizations, 
ministries and activities supported by Saint Ladislas. 
I invite you to carefully review the information in this 
booklet about our parish staff and the many volunteer opportunities our 
parish community offers. Your participation is essential in maintaining a 
spirit of welcome and outreach that has marked our parish over the more 
than four decades since it was established here in Westlake.

As a community, which seeks to fulfill the Gospel command to make 
disciples of all, we remain committed to extending our blessings and gifts 
to others. We provide several hundred meals each month; at St Patrick’s 
parish in Ohio City and at our “Church in the City” partner parish,
St. Ignatius of Antioch in Cleveland. Once a month we prepare a meal 
for those at the Ames Hospice in Westlake. Teams of volunteers from our 
St. Vincent DePaul Society collect and distribute food from local vendors 
to individuals and institutions that feed the hungry. The dedication and 
care extended to others through these and other endeavors are truly a 
remarkable tribute to the Spirit moving within Saint Ladislas Parish.

I am both humbled and appreciative of the generous support and active 
participation of so many wonderful parishioners through all of our 
ministries and organizations. Their efforts bring such a lively spirit to our 
parish community and to those outside our parish as well. Each of you 
truly makes a difference!

This book along with our weekly parish bulletin and parish website:
[www.stladislas.org] is intended to make you aware of all the opportunities to 
share your talent and time in building up this community of Saint Ladislas.

I particularly want to thank the advertisers who made this book possible. 
Please support these individuals and their businesses. Your patronage of them 
allows this book to be sent to all parishioners without charge to the parish.

God’s blessing to you,

Fr. Donald E. Snyder
Pastor
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St. Ladislas Parish
2345 Bassett Road, Westlake, Ohio 44145-2999

(440) 835-2300
March 2021

Telephone ........................................................................... (440) 835-2300
Fax # ................................................................................... (440) 835-5895
E-Mail ...............................................................................stlads@stlads.org
Web Page ........................................................................www.stladislas.org

The parish boundaries consist of all of Westlake west of Canterbury Road.

Office Hours
Parish Center Office Hours

Monday-Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

The Blessed Sacrament Chapel is open during office hours.

To reach staff personnel during non-office hours just dial an extension 
number (listed on the right), when you hear the automated attendant.

Fr. Don Snyder 21 Jim Pipik
Sr. Johnica D’Amico 29 Laura McClain  10
Sr. Mary Joan Grisez 26 Pam Heckman  22
Bob Hertl 24 Mike McClain  35
Mary Ellen Downs 28 Mike Bryda  34
Sr. Marilyn Zgonc 25 Deacon Dennis Conrad 27
Diane Corrigan 31

Weekend Masses Weekday Liturgies
Saturday-5:00 p.m. Monday-Friday
Sunday-9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 8:30 a.m.

 Reconciliation
Saturday-3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Also by Appointment with the Pastor

RCIA
Please contact Parish Office if you are interested in joining the Catholic 
Church, sessions run from October to after Easter.

Baptisms
Third Sunday of each month; Baptism Class required for parents; 
please contact Parish Office 4 months before the birth.

Marriages
Please consult Pastor six months before intended date.
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Parish History
Bishop Richard Gilmour, bishop of the Diocese of Cleveland, established 
the original St. Ladislas Parish in the late nineteenth century at East 92nd 
Street and Holton Avenue in the City of Cleveland. St. Ladislas soon 
became recognized as the mother church for the Slovak community of 
Cleveland. The parish came to an end when a fire devastated the church 
building in August 1970.

In 1973 Bishop Clarence Issenmann elected to re-establish St. Ladislas 
as a territorial parish in Westlake with Father Thomas F. Cullen as pastor. 
Ground for the new church was broken on August 15, 1973. One year 
later, on August 15 of 1974, the church facility was dedicated. In 1997 
Fr. Donald Snyder was appointed the second pastor. The parish center 
was built in 1991, the church renovated in 2004 and new offices and 
classrooms opened in 2008.

Parish Organizations and Ministries
Faith Formation

Opportunities:
• Fatima Devotion
• Good Shepherd Catechist
• Marriage Couple Sponsors
• Men’s Fellowship
• Moms’ Group
• Prayer Request Chain
• RCIA
• Vacation Bible School
• WAY Group
• Women Sharing Spirituality
• Young Adult Ministry

Fatima Devotion
Purpose: “To Jesus Through Mary” is aimed at nurturing a relationship 

with the Lord by fostering a devotion to His Mother, Mary. Families are 
encouraged to participate in this devotion as a way to facilitate quality 
family time spent in prayer.

Commitment: Participation includes inviting the “Pilgrim Madonna” into 
your home for a week’s visit. During her visit in your home, the family 
is encouraged to pray the Rosary using prepared meditative text.

Special Gatherings: An annual “anniversary” celebration which 
includes praying of the Rosary and a pot-luck supper is held every year 
in the Marian month of October.

Contact Person: Marilu Mabini (216) 337-8310
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27051 Detroit Rd.
Westlake, Ohio 44145
Shuttle service for Westlake area

For an appointment
Please call 440-871-1133 OR

Email westlakeappts@gmail.com

Services offered: Car, Light Truck, Hybrid Repair and Maintenance, Drivability Issues,
Electrical/Electronic Repairs, Heating & Cooling Systems/HVAC, Air Conditioning,

Tires and Alignments, Failed E-check Repairs and Diagnostics.

Dino Cuffari - Automotive ProfessionalDino Cuffari - Automotive Professional
Norm Rohfeld - Service ManagerNorm Rohfeld - Service Manager

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

www.kpcohio.com    440.871.1112

844844--820820--11371137
Call Today for a FREE ESTIMATE

LeafGuard is guaranteed never
to clog as long as you own your
home or we’ll clean it for FREE

Eliminates the risk of
falling off  the ladder to
clean clogged gutters

Durable, all-weather tested system–not a fl imsy attachment

Seamless, one-piece system keeps
out leaves, pine needles and debris!

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25.
Off er sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection.
This off er is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.  If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend
and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter
into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this off er: employees of Company or affi  liated companies or entities, their 
immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and 
former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal
or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via fi rst class United States Mail or e-mailed within
30 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Off er not sponsored
or promoted by Darden and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 12/31/2021.

with free in-home estimate 

$25

On Purchases with your Synchrony Bank credit card. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the promotional
purchase is not paid in full within 12 Months. $29 account activation fee will apply. Fixed Monthly Payments required equal to 2.5% of
the highest balance applicable to this promo purchase until paid in full. Off er applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases.
No monthly interest will be charged on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full [within12 Months]. If you do
not, monthly interest will be charged on the promo purchase from the purchase date. Fixed monthly payments are required equal to
2.5% of the highest balance applicable to this promo purchase until paid in full. The fi xed monthly payment will be rounded to the next
highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional
purchase. Depending on purchase amount, promotion length and payment allocation, the required minimum monthly payments may or
may not pay off  purchase by end of promotional period. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion
ends, to promotional purchase, except that the fi xed monthly payment will continue to be required until the promotion is paid in full.
For new accounts: Purchase APR is 26.99% Minimum Interest Charge is $2. One-time Account Activation Fee of $29 charged at time
fi rst purchase posts to account. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit
approval. Expires 12/31/21.

INTEREST-FREE
FINANCING 
FOR

MONTHS!
Yes!Yeees!s!s!s!s!s!s!s$$$$Financing

Available
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Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Purpose: It is a Montessori based and Liturgically based catechesis that 

takes place in a prepared environment known as the Atrium. Each object 
in the Atrium is intended to help children grow in their relationship 
with God. The spiritual needs of the children guide the catechesis. Good 
Shepherd begins at age three and progresses as the child matures in his 
or her knowledge of the faith until they are twelve years of age. The 
program continues for 7th and 8th grade students as well.

Commitment: Good Shepherd Catechists are assigned an Atrium weekly. 
The time frame is from 1 1/2 - 2 hours. Days and times are decided 
by the Catechists and the director. Special training is needed. Within 
this training presentations and commitments are presented to the new 
Catechists.

Preparation: Catechesis of the Good Shepherd requires training in the 
methodology and process of the catechesis. The training sessions at 
present are held at the Good Shepherd Training Center at Holy Rosary 
Parish. The International Trainer is Laura Parran Bastulli. Days and 
times of the classes are determined on a yearly basis. Classes are 
usually offered once a month over a period of two years.

Contact Person: Sr. Johnica D’Amico, SND (Parish Office-835-2300)

Marriage Couple Sponsors
Purpose: The purpose of this ministry is to assist the pastor in the 

preparation of couples for marriage at St. Ladislas.
Commitment: The trained sponsor will discuss with the pastor the 

marriage preparation needs of the engaged couple. The sponsor 
couple then contacts the engaged couple to schedule a pre-determined 
number of meetings. It is suggested the sponsor couple host these 
sessions in their home.

Preparation: The Diocese requires the completion of a five week 
Couples Ministry Training Program. It is held at a parish in the diocese 
and meets once a week on a weekday evening from 7:00 to 9:30 p.m. 
It is expected that each couple attends all 5 sessions. A manual is also 
provided.

Contact Person: Father Don (440) 835-2300
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Men’s Fellowship Group
Purpose: To bring the men of St. Ladislas parish closer together as men 

seeking God. They meet on the first Saturday of every month at
 8:30 a.m. until 9:45 a.m. in the parish hall. Donuts are provided.
 They also meet every Wednesday at 7:00 a.m. at Bob Evans 

Restaurant, Westlake for study of the virtues of manhood. There is 
a men’s retreat weekend at the Jesuit Retreat Center in Parma. The 
Men’s Fellowship Group is affiliated with the Northeast Ohio Catholic 
Men’s Fellowship and the National Catholic Men’s Fellowship.

Commitment: Participation in group discussions, and to practice 
teachings in his family, personal and business life.

Preparation: Guide book and reading materials are provided free, and a 
willingness to keep an open heart and mind.

Contact Persons: Tom Judge (216) 978-1348, Randy Vesco,
 (440) 333-1900 and Mark Bobal (216) 214-4567

Moms’ Group
Purpose: The Moms’ Group of St. Ladislas Parish is the newest initiative 

of Women Sharing Spirituality. It is designed to give busy moms an 
opportunity for spiritual enrichment amid the demands of daily family 
life. Although the format is designed for moms in the trenches, the 
monthly gatherings are open to all women of the parish. The group 
also sponsors two service projects. Donations of disposable diapers and 
baby wipes are collected at each gathering, and donated to agencies 
that minister to mothers in need. The Elizabeth Ministry offers home 
cooked meals to new mothers or families in need of a meal due to 
health or nurturing a family member to health in our parish. Child 
care is provided for monthly gatherings.

Commitment: The Moms Group meets once a month in Cullen Hall, usually 
the first Thursday of each month, from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. The morning 
is structured to allow mothers of preschooler’s time to drop their children 
off at school, and finish in time for them to collect their children on time.

Preparation: Just show up!
Contact Person: Diane Corrigan (440) 835-2300 Ext. 31

Prayer Request Chain
Purpose: A group of parishioners have formed a “prayer line” specifically 

to intercede for fellow parishioners and their special needs. Jesus said, 
“Wherever two or three gather in my name there I am in their midst.” 
(Mt. 18:20)

Commitment: Join those who devote time to pray for the specific needs 
of parishioners when they are called with a request.

Contact Person: Laura McClain Please call the office for prayer requests 
(440) 835-2300.
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RCIA
Purpose: The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is a process for 

the un-baptized (Catechumen) who seek to be prepared for full initiation 
through Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist in the Catholic Church. The 
process also includes one who is already baptized in another Christian 
faith (candidate) and who now is preparing to be received into the full 
communion of the Catholic Church. The Candidate will make a profession 
of faith, be confirmed and receive Eucharist. Through weekly gatherings 
beginning in early fall, participants experience the various aspects of a 
relationship with the Lord.

Commitment: The RCIA team generally consists of five to six persons. 
These individuals agree to facilitate the weekly sessions (on Tuesday 
Evenings) and provide individual and collective support for the 
participants.

Preparation: While there is no set of specific requirements for persons 
serving in this ministry, it is expected that team members will 
exhibit a solid faith foundation. Team Members discern and assume 
various roles within the Process. These roles are Catechist (previous 
education in recent Church teachings) Sponsors, Hospitality, assisting 
with Liturgical Rites Directors for Sunday scripture faith sharing. 
Through periodic meetings and by means of various printed materials, 
assistance is available to those who volunteer to work with the RCIA.

Contact Person: Sr. Johnica D’Amico, SND or for an interview if you are 
interested in participating as a RCIA team member.

 (Parish Office-835-2300)

Vacation Bible School
Purpose: Vacation Bible School is a summer time, week-long activity for 

children, pre-school thru 8th grade. This special program is a product 
of the efforts of several Westlake Christian church communities of 
which St. Ladislas is a participant. Hundreds of children participate 
and dozens of volunteers are needed from planners, arts and crafts, 
food and snack personnel, music leaders, outdoor game leaders, 
imagination station and general aides.

Commitment: The most essential need is to be available the week of the 
“camp,” usually in middle to late June. The more detailed specifics will 
vary depending upon which volunteer service you help with.

Contact Person: Laurel Lloyd (440) 263-5942
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W.A.Y. Group -
Youth Ministry Adult Volunteers

Purpose: The WAY Group of St. Ladislas exists to reach out to youth, to 
engage them in their church, serve their community and challenge 
them to a closer relationship with Christ. Adult Volunteers are needed 
to help lead weekend retreats, twice a school year and Insight Night 
Small Group Leaders, and also to chaperone Youth Events like Soup 
Kitchen, Retreat, Mission Trips, NCYC and World Youth Day.

Commitment: Adult Volunteers are always welcome and needed to 
assist in any of our activities listed above. You are most welcome to 
pick and choose which events to be involved in and they have various 
commitments that can be discussed.

Contact Person: Mike McClain- E-mail: mmcclain@stlads.org -
 Parish Office (440) 835-2300 Ext.35-www.waygroup.webs.com

Women’s Sharing Spirituality
Purpose: Women Sharing Spirituality offers the women of St. Ladislas 

Parish an opportunity to grow in their spirituality through on-going 
monthly gatherings for prayer, scripture, faith-sharing and fellowship. 
We also host three annual events: a Day of Spiritual Reflection in the 
summer, an Advent Evening of Reflection, and a Spirituali-tea the first 
Saturday of February. Prayer Hours are offered periodically throughout 
the year.

Commitment: The monthly gatherings are the second Monday of the 
month, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. and the Tuesday following the second 
Monday, from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Preparation: Each spring the group selects a resource to be used as a 
guide for the coming year.  

Contact Person: Diane Corrigan (440) 835-2300 Ext.31

Young Adult Ministry
Purpose: St. Ladislas would like to reach out and better engage Young 

Adults in the life of our parish. This ministry seeks to minister to 
and with everyone in their 20’s and 30’s. Through a wide range of 
programming opportunities including-times of prayer, speakers, 
retreats, fellowship, leadership development, and service we hope to 
build up a community within our community that can help to foster 
the faith of the next generation.

Commitment: As this new ministry begins to develop we are looking for 
leaders who wish to commit to an initial year of program planning. 
Participation will be open to all.

Contact Person: Mike McClain Email: mmcclain@stlads.org
 Parish Office (440) 835-2300 Ext.35
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Parish Organizations and Ministries
Liturgy

Opportunities
• Altar Servers
• Altar Servers for Funerals
• Art & Environment Committee
• Children’s Liturgy of the Word
• Contemporary Music Group
• Cross Bearers
• EMs to Nursing Homes
• Eucharistic Ministers at Mass
• Florists
• Greeters & Ushers
• Lectors
• Linen Sacristan
• Liturgy Commission
• Liturgical Musicians
• Prayers of the Faithful Committee
• Sacristans at Mass

Altar Servers
Purpose: This traditional liturgical ministry is open to all parishioners of 

at least 5th grade age. Their main function is to assist the priest at the 
celebration of Mass.

Commitment: Our servers usually work in pairs at the weekend Mass of 
their choice approximately once each month. The main commitments 
are to be faithful to your schedule and to be attentive at the Mass. If 
you are unable to fulfill a scheduled assignment, you will be expected 
to locate a substitute server.

Preparation: All training is accomplished within the Parish. It usually 
requires about three or four one hour meetings involving information 
and rehearsal.

Contact Person: Bob Hertl (440) 835-2300, Ext.24

Altar Servers for Funerals
Purpose: Their main function is to assist the priest at the celebration of 

funeral Masses. Since it is primarily a daytime event one needs to be 
available in the mid-morning hours.

Commitment: To be available as needed to serve the funeral liturgies 
at the parish. Since these masses cannot be predicted, some level of 
flexibility is desirable.

Preparation: All training is accomplished within the Parish. It usually 
requires about a one hour meeting involving information and rehearsal.

Contact Person: Fr. Don Snyder (440) 835-2300, Ext.21
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Life changes, and when it does, let our 19 years of
experience and Veteran Helping Veterans guide you 

through the home buying or selling process.

Darlene & Brian Barnes
Realtors

(216) 533-8883
darlenebarnes@howardhanna.com

brianbarnes@howardhanna.com

Real Estate Services

Ryan Coleman
Insurance Agent - Bankers Life

Medicare - Life - Annuities
direct: (440) 455-7215 | cell: (440) 376-4422

ryan.coleman@bankerslife.com

We are Hiring!

JasonM.Orsky
wealth m anagement

dedicated, determined and driven for your success

Kate McCarthy
Vice President

671 Columbia Road, Suite 1
Westlake, OH 44145
Kate.McCarthy@jmowealth.com

www.jmowealthmanagement.com
Office 440.835.6550

Fax 440.835.6556
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Art & Environment Committee
Purpose: We enhance our worship space and experience by use of color 

and form and layout. This committee works closely with the Liturgy 
Commission and the Florists. We are especially looking for those 
parishioners who are gifted in arts and crafts and design.

Commitment: The main efforts each year are the Advent/Christmas, 
and the Lent/Easter season, as well as enhancing Ordinary Time. 
There may be some special times during the church calendar when we 
might recruit the services of the Environment committee. Meetings are 
held once a month. We do not meet during the summer months.

Training: Committee members will be given the book The Ministry 
of Liturgical Environment. This book addresses theological and 
liturgical principles as well as gives practical suggestions. Visual arts, 
seamstress, interior design, and floral design are some of the shared 
gifts of this ministry.

Contact Person: Martha Bober (440) 871-6815

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Purpose: Through the Children’s Liturgy of the Word children present 

at one of the Sunday Masses have an opportunity to experience the 
Scriptures at a level more suited to their age and understanding. 
Following the entrance procession, children generally between the 
ages of five and eight adjourn to a separate area where the Children’s 
Liturgy team members proclaim the readings and engage children in 
appropriate activities associated with the message they have heard. As 
the prayers of petition are begun, the children join their families once 
more in the church.

Commitment: With a minimum of three teams, consisting of three 
persons each, no individual will be required to participate more than 
one Sunday per month. It is envisioned that a participating team 
member, depending on one’s particular role (i.e., leading the gathering 
or reading the Scriptures or keeping order), will not need more 
than two hours of preparation for each session in which he or she is 
involved.

Preparation: Because the materials made available to the team are quite 
complete and easily implemented, very little training is required. Usually, 
what is needed to be learned can be communicated in a three-hour initial 
meeting.

Contact Person: Sr. Johnica D’Amico, SND (440) 835-2300, Ext.29
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Contemporary Music Group
Purpose: The Contemporary Music Group is a newly formed musical 

group established to promote the active participation of those 
assembles to worship through prayer, music and song. Through 
participation in this group, we hope to enable each person to enhance 
their spiritual life. The group selects contemporary music and uses 
the musical and vocal talents of its members. This group focuses on 
members of all ages and stresses the important of the involvement of 
our teens.

Commitment: The group plans to gather at Mass twice monthly with a 
rehearsal scheduled the week before the assigned Mass. Mass times 
will vary with rehearsals as needed.

Contact Person: Jim Pipik jrpipik@oh.rr.com

Cross Bearers
Purpose: This ministry supports the Liturgical experience of the Parish. 

Participants carry the large processional cross at the beginning and the 
conclusion of Mass.

Commitment: We ask our volunteers to exercise this service about 
once each month. The main commitments are to be faithful to your 
schedule and to be attentive at the Mass. If you are unable to fulfill a 
scheduled assignment, you will be expected to locate a substitute.

Preparation: Since the cross weighs about 17 pounds, an adult is 
required. Males or females are welcome. Instruction will be provided.

Contact Person: Bob Hertl (440) 835-2300, Ext.24

Eucharistic Ministers
Purpose: The purpose of this ministry is to distribute communion at 

Mass each weekend, each holy day, and on other special occasions. 
Additionally, regular distribution of the Eucharist at selected nursing 
homes in the community is also a function of this ministry.

Commitment: The ministry is open to all confirmed Catholics in good 
standing with the Church and requires a commitment to a regular 
assignment at Mass, at a nursing home, or at both. Ministers assigned 
to Mass are expected to serve for a full month regularly based on a 2 
or 3 month rotating schedule, and find substitutes when unable to be 
at their assigned Mass. All EMs are asked to serve at least one year.

Preparation: The Bishop requires all volunteers to attend a Diocesan 
training session. In addition, the Parish will host a general orientation 
as well as a specific “how to” training.

Contact Person: Bob Hertl (440) 835-2300, Ext.24
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Nursing Home/Assisted Living
Ministers of the Eucharist

Purpose: All Christians are called to gather at the altar and to break 
and share the bread of Communion and thus BE the Body of Christ. 
For those unable to gather with us, the sharing of our communion 
becomes the sign of their oneness with the Body of Christ. We have the 
responsibility as a parish to share this Sacrament with those unable to 
be with us-the shut ins and the ill, the residents in the nursing homes 
and assisted living.

Commitment: All Eucharistic ministers visiting the nursing home do so 
once each month. It requires approximately two hours on a Sunday 
morning. If your schedule allows, there is a need for weekday help as 
well. Assisted Living Communions are done on weekdays.

Training: The Cleveland Diocese requires all Eucharistic Ministers
 (1) receive training (We have materials here at the parish to 

accomplish this.) and (2) be approved by the pastor.
Contact Person: Mary Ellen Downs (440) 835-2300, Ext.28

Florists
Purpose: Arrange altar flowers for the weekend Masses; water and 

maintain flowers during the week and work with the Art and 
Environment Committee in coordinating the liturgical environment.

Commitment: At present, there are three florists who take a four 
month commitment each during the year. Assistant florists spend 
30-40 minutes per week (or as much time as their schedule permits) 
assisting in prep work, watering and maintaining flowers and plants. 
The florists plan with the Arts and Environment Committee the 
arrangements for Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter. They then 
execute the plan. The florists also do the wedding arrangements for 
the altar when requested by the bride and groom for a standard fee to 
St. Ladislas.

Preparation: Assistant florists are always needed for prep work, 
watering and maintaining the flowers and plants. We are in special 
need of people who are willing to help in this area. There are so many 
tasks that need to be done to maintain our floral arrangements and 
plants. The florists will be glad to help and guide all those who are 
interested in joining our group.

Contact Person: Barbara Charnigo (440) 835-0468
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Greeters/Ushers
Purpose: The ministers of hospitality, Greeters and Ushers, assist the 

Parish community at our weekend and special Masses in a variety 
of ways. Their job is to make those that gather for liturgy feel 
welcome and comfortable. They also assist the parish by monitoring 
the communion procession, taking up our offertory collection and 
distributing programs and bulletins.

Commitment: Our Ushers work in a team of 6-8 volunteers at a 
particular weekend Mass in one month blocks-usually every other 
month. The commitment we ask from each usher/greeter is to attend 
our two-session orientation (and special training as required), be 
faithful to your published schedule, and find substitutes when unable 
to be at your assigned Mass.

Preparation: All training is accomplished within the Parish. All new 
Ministers will be asked to attend general meeting with other members 
of the liturgical team. A separate meeting will also be held to explain 
the policies and procedures involving this ministry of Ushering. 
Schedules are set each Spring.

Contact Person: Roger Piskos (440) 899-9041

Lectors
Purpose: To proclaim the readings at Parish Liturgies, recite the General 

Intercessions and occasionally make pre-Mass announcements.
Commitment: A schedule is set up which rotates lectors and 

commentators on a regular basis at a Mass time of choice. Lectors 
serve in one or the other of these capacities approximately once every 
four or five weeks and are expected to find substitutes as necessary. 
Lectors are scheduled for special liturgies (holy days, Triduum 
liturgies, etc.) on a volunteer basis. Preparation for reading is done 
independently the week before an assigned Mass. There is a workbook 
published each year, which is an excellent aid.

Preparation: Lectors participate in a general liturgical orientation and 
join as a group 4 or 5 times a year for preparation and formation, and 
are expected to attend the minister’s workshop each fall. Volunteers 
for this ministry should be able to speak comfortably and with 
confidence before the assembly.

Contact Person: Mary Rezabek (440) 892-1064
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Liturgy Commission
Purpose: The Liturgy Commission supports the Liturgical life of the 

Parish Community by fostering the “full, conscious and active 
participation of the assembly,” (The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy 
Vatican Council II). The commission focuses in two main areas: its 
responsibilities toward the Parish (i.e., environmental enhancement, 
liturgical education and highlighting seasonal themes) and its 
responsibilities for Commission growth (i.e., being a prayerful family, 
educating within the organization and setting yearly goals).

Commitment: The group meets once a month, except in January, 
February, May, September and October, when the group meets twice 
a month. Members are asked to serve for at least one year, with the 
possibility of renewing this commitment each year in the future.

Preparation: There are some fundamental church documents 
concerning Liturgy as well as a manual from our own Diocese which 
will be presented to each new member, all of which help define the 
role of the Liturgy Commission within the parish.

Contact Person: Martha Bober (440) 871-6815

Liturgical Musicians
Purpose: The purpose of the choirs, cantors, keyboard accompaniment 

artists, and music planning committee is to help the assembly worship 
through prayer and song. They do this by simply sharing our gifts of 
music, both instrumental and vocal, in a non-competitive way for the 
good of community singing. We are instruments of the Holy Spirit, like 
living water poured out, helping give life to the assembly’s prayer, the 
great prayer of Christ.

Commitment: In all the music leadership services the commitment is 
to holiness of life, to prayer, and to sharing their musical talents. The 
commitment of time varies with each ministry.

CANTORS: Cantors gather for prayer and rehearsal every six weeks. 
Cantors are scheduled to lead assembly singing about twice a month. 
Audition by appointment.
MUSIC PLANNING: They meet every six weeks after individually 
selecting music that is wedded to the Word of God. A knowledge of 
liturgy and of music is required.
LITURGICAL CHOIR: The structure accommodates both large and 
small group singing, full and associate membership, a great variety of 
musical styles, as well as accompaniments and collaborative decision 
making. This is a highly skilled choir. Audition by appointment.
CARITAS CHOIR: Caritas means caring. Currently we are conducting 
Sing-A-Long programs at Assisted Living Homes in the area twice a 
month on Thursdays.
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Carolyn B. Crowell, D.M.D.
Practice Limited to Pediatric Dentistry
Diplomate, American Board of Pediatric Dentistry

36855 American Way, Suite C
Avon, Ohio 44011 Telephone: (440) 934-0149

www.drcrowell.com

Can’t be explained ~ only experienced

Interdenominational – faith based program • Established in 1956
Held at Tar Hollow State Park Resident Camp the fi rst full week of August

Coed camp for incoming 6th graders to current year high school grads
All inclusive affordable registration fee with discounts available

www.sfacamp.org

COLUMBIA-COOK
COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

Propane Headquarters

We Service All Makes and Models - Certifi ed Technicians - 33 Years Same Location

Dave Simon - Parishioner     columbiacook@sbcglobal.net

      7512 Columbia Rd. Olmsted Falls  440-235-6733
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FUNERAL CHOIR: This is a ministry of compassion for those 
who are grieving. We gather for funerals and help the assembly to 
participate by singing with them. A flexible schedule and ability to get 
short notice is a requirement.
ACCOMPANISTS: Flexibility playing with choirs; playing together. 
Audition by appointment.

Contact Person: Sr. Mary Joan Grisez (440) 835-2300, Ext.26

Prayers of the Faithful Committee
Purpose: This group (working in teams of two) is responsible for 

preparing the prayers used at Mass known as the General Intercessions 
or the Prayers of the Faithful. Since these are the Prayers of our 
community, we are looking for a broad and diverse representation of 
volunteers to help express our prayer needs.

Commitment: Each volunteer will be asked to team with at least one 
other person to write the weekend and Holy Day Mass petitions for 
a one month period. No team will be asked to “work” more than two 
months during a calendar year. We are looking for “many hands” to 
share this ministry.

Preparation: Because this liturgical prayer has a specified structure, all 
volunteers will be given the resources needed to guide their work. A 
variety of liturgical aids and samples will also be available for use.

Contact Person: Bob Hertl (440) 835-2300, Ext.24

Sacristans
Purpose: The sacristan is responsible for placing all the necessary 

vessels, linens, hosts and wine in the sanctuary and vestibule of the 
church prior to the celebration of liturgy. After the liturgy is complete, 
the sacristan cleans and stores the above items in the sacristy. The 
sacristan also assists the celebrant with vesting if he so desires.

Commitment: Each sacristan commits to minister at one of the 
three weekend liturgies-5:00 p.m., 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. on a 
three month rotational basis. Each sacristan serves at their chosen 
weekend liturgy for one month during each three-month period or 
less frequently depending on the total number of sacristans. Seasonal 
liturgies are voluntarily covered via sign-up sheets. Setup prior to the 
beginning of a liturgy requires about thirty minutes, clean up after a 
liturgy requires about fifteen minutes.

Preparation: Each new sacristan is oriented by the head sacristan with 
a time commitment of about 1 hour and then shadows an experienced 
sacristan at weekend liturgies until comfortable with the procedures.

Contact Person: Judy Kozar (440) 235-1462
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Sacristans/Linens
Purpose: Besides the preparation of the vessels for the parish liturgies, 

some volunteers work at home by washing and preparing the linens 
used at Mass. They are the Linen Caretakers.

Commitment: Each Linen Caretaker works on a periodic weekly 
rotation, as assigned, depending on the number currently in the 
ministry.

Preparation: Each new minister is oriented by the head sacristan. 
Instructions are given on the correct way to launder, starch, fold and 
iron the linens until comfortable with the procedure.

Contact Person: Judy Altstadt (440) 835-9917 or jraltstadt@yahoo.com

Parish Organizations and Ministries
Parish Life

Opportunities:
• 50+ Club
• Boy Scouts
• Garden Club
• Heavenly Dusters
• Knights of Columbus
• Office Volunteers
• Pastoral Council
• Picnic Committee
• Sacred Heart Commission
• Skilled “Handy Man” Helpers
• Martha Ministry (Special Receptions)
• Social Committee
• Social Sunday Volunteers
• Tech Team
• Tech Team and Communication Video Broadcasting
• Wedding Rehearsal Coordinators
• Welcome Ministry



St. Ladislas Parish Guide Book & Directory

20

50+ Club
Purpose: In 1991 the 50+ Club was established to the endeavors of 

a few seniors who recognized that there was a need for seniors to 
participate in the life of the parish and to meet other parishioners. 
Membership has grown slowly, but steadily, since. It includes couples, 
widows, widowers and singles. We currently have over 100 members.

Commitment: Meetings take place on the third Tuesday of the month 
September through May. An inexpensive lunch is provided at each 
meeting where members enjoy good, friendly conversation and a 
speaker or entertainer. In lieu of a regular meeting, we sometimes take 
a bus trip to a place of interest (i.e., a covered bridge tour, a trip to the 
Museum or a tour of Cleveland on Lolley the Trolley). New Members 
are always welcome and may join at any monthly meeting! Meeting 
dates are announced in the Sunday Bulletin.

Contact Person: Mike Dickey (440) 835-9192

Boy Scouts/Cub Scouts
Purpose: The purpose of the Boy Scouts of America is to provide for 

boys and young adults, an effective educational program designed to 
build desirable qualities of character; to train in the responsibilities 
of participating citizenship and to develop personal fitness. Mighty 
serious business, all done in the spirit of fun.

Commitment: Parents, Leaders and organizations work together to 
achieve the above purpose of Scouting.

Contact Persons: Tom Routhier (440) 360-7876; 
 E-Mail: Thomas.a.routhier@gmail.com
 Tim Kasprzak, tim.kasprzak@gmail.com 

Garden Club Members
Purpose: The Garden Club was formed to provide assistance in 

maintaining the landscaped areas of the church property. A general 
interest and talent for gardening are helpful qualities for those wishing 
to serve in this ministry.

Commitment: Working with our professional gardener and his crew 
(Husney Landscaping) and with the maintenance staff of St. Ladislas, 
the “Garden Club” performs light gardening duties during the seasonal 
months of the year. We meet three times per year, in March, May, and 
November.

Contact Person: Bob Bernath (440) 250-0514
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Heavenly Dusters
(Church Cleaning Volunteers)

Purpose: Since the founding of the Parish we have enjoyed the efforts of 
volunteer cleaners to help with the cleaning of our church building. 
Working as a team or as an individual (depending upon your schedule 
needs) the crews vacuum all carpeted areas, and tiled floors, organize 
books properly in chairs, dust registers and window sills, clean the 
church restrooms, touch up the glass doorways, and inside windows.

Commitment: We currently have six teams that work at the church once 
per week during one entire month for about 1 hour. They do this two 
to three times over the length of a year at any time during the week. 
We can accommodate all schedules.

Preparation: Volunteers will be contacted individually for training 
purposes.

Contact Person: Cynthia Keating (440) 465-6147

Knights of Columbus (Council 16373)
Purpose: To offer Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism.
Commitment: Volunteer services, church support, support for vocations, 

scholarships. Membership in the Knights of Columbus is open to 
men 18 years of age or older who are practical (that is, practicing) 
Catholics in union with the Holy See. This means that an applicant 
or member accepts the teaching authority of the Catholic Church on 
matters of faith & morals, aspires to live in accord with the precepts of 
the Catholic Church, and is in good standing in the Catholic Church. 
Meetings are held at St. Ladislas Church on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays 
of the month.

Contact Person: Dan Barringer (440) 871-9684

Office Volunteers
Purpose: The Parish Office Assistants provide clerical support throughout 

the year in a wide variety of clerical duties to help the Parish 
Office provide optimum production. Volunteers are called to assist 
with the following office procedures: help to answer phones, take 
messages, transfer calls, print and copy materials, sign-up forms for 
organizations.

Commitment: The required skills would be light experience in office 
work and some computer skill, a desire to meet new people and 
have fun working on the task at hand and feel good about your 
accomplishments!

Contact Person: Laura McClain (440) 835-2300 Ext. 10
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Parish Pastoral Council
Purpose: The Pastoral Council offers advice and consultation to the 

pastor as he directs the spiritual and temporal life of the parish. 
The individual council persons are selected from the general parish 
community.

Commitment: The Pastoral Council meets once a month. Each member 
is expected to serve on various ad hoc committees of the Council as 
necessary.

Preparation: The Council participates in a yearly council retreat/
workshop for all members in the fall.

Contact Person: Fr. Don Snyder (440) 835-2300, Ext.21

Picnic Committee
Purpose: Celebration is our goal. The Parish Picnic is our method. Each 

year in conjunction with our Parish’s anniversary (August 15th) we 
gather together as a parish community to celebrate with a traditional 
parish picnic, held on the Sunday closest to August 15th.

Commitment: Everyone is welcome! Volunteers are needed to help 
plan the day. Volunteers are needed to run the events. Ideas and 
back bones, come one come all! It’s a big project and we invite your 
participation.

Contact Person: Marilu Mabini (216) 337-8310

Sacred Heart Commission
Purpose: The Sacred Heart Commission has been organized to aid the 

families of the deceased by setting up and serving (and cleaning up) a 
luncheon in Cullen Hall after a funeral service. This service is available 
to all parishioners.

Commitment: The family of the deceased usually orders food. The 
Pastor notifies the coordinator, and then talks to the family regarding 
the number of people and food selections. The coordinator then calls 
the volunteers who have signed up on Service Sunday.

Contact Persons: Jim & Marianne Bartek (440) 937-8089

Skilled “Handy Man” Helpers
Purpose: To utilize the talents that St. Ladislas Parishioners have been 

blessed with, and to benefit from these skills which these individuals 
have generously shared with the parish on occasion and on an as 
needed basis. These skills include carpentry, various construction, 
plumbing, electrical, and other such skills.

Commitment: To be available on an occasional and as needed basis for 
various maintenance, repair, or improvements to the parish buildings 
or grounds.

Contact Person: Mike Bryda (440) 835-2300, Ext. 34
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440-871-3761
“A Full Service Garden Center” with Quality Nursery Stock

Specializing in Trees & Shrubs
2 7 6 3 0  D e t r o i t  R o a d  •  We s t l a k e ,  O H  4 4 1 4 5

Call 440-835-3004
www.rae-ann.net

Full Service Family
Eye Care Center

Celebrating 16+ years in 2021!

Basic Vision Exams • Glaucoma Care
Dry Eye Care • Glasses & Contacts
Cataracts • Eye Floaters • LASIK

Diabetic • Pediatric • Emergency Eye Care

440-892-3931
Westlake, OH 44145www.skyvisioncenters.com

14133 Detroit Ave.
Lakewood, OH 44107

216-226-5356

25620 Center Ridge Rd.
Westlake, OH 44145

440-899-5356

www.mcgorray-hanna.com
Fax: 216-226-5359

McGorray-Hanna
Funeral Homes
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The Martha Ministry (Special Receptions)
Purpose: This “hospitality” group ministers to the needs of the Parish for 

special fellowship gatherings throughout the year- The Easter Vigil, 
RCIA Reception, Confirmation Reception, Mission Reception, First 
Communion Receptions and other special events which arise from 
time to time. Helping hands are needed for set-up, pick up food items, 
serving at the reception and simple clean-up to mention a few tasks. 
Minimal time is required-are you able to help in this capacity?

Commitment: Volunteers will receive a coordinating call as the 
special event approaches. The committee will gladly accept the time 
commitment (one-three hours) that you can give.

Contact Person: Marilu Mabini (216) 337-8310

Social Committee
Purpose: The Social Committee is a group that sponsors various activities 

and/or meals that invite the parishioners of St. Ladislas to come together 
in a social atmosphere, meeting old friends and making new ones.

Commitment: To Take Part in the Committee: Please bring your Social 
Activities ideas to the Monthly Meetings which are posted in the 
Church Bulletin or by calling the Parish Office, (no meetings June, 
July, August). On-going events include: 2-3 Fish Fry Fridays, Pasta 
Dinner Theater Night and various other activities you might suggest.

Contact Person: Marie Marrali (440) 376-2958 and Susan Reymont 
(216) 538-9867

Social Sunday Volunteers
Purpose: Parishioners are invited to socialize, to enjoy coffee and donuts 

and to participate in fellowship after Masses during the year.
Commitment: Volunteers are needed to set up tables, make coffee, put 

donuts on trays, replenish the tables between Masses and clean up. 
Time required is minimal and subject to the volunteer’s availability.

Contact Person: Nancy Brooks (440) 937-5710

Tech Team
Purpose: We are in need of individuals who have knowledge of as well 

as time to help our communication and outreach efforts utilizing the 
computer, internet and other forms of social media such as web page 
development, Constant Contact e-mail.

Commitment: Service time will vary from project to project. Some 
persons will be most helpful providing a one-time service. Others will 
be most helpful through a longer range, ongoing commitment.

Preparation: It is our hope that the parishioners volunteering will bring 
their expertise with them.

Contact Person: Mike McClain (440) 835-2300 Ext.35
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Tech Team and Communications (Video Broadcasting Team)
Purpose: Since September 2016, we have been broadcasting one of our 

Sunday liturgies each weekend for the shut-ins, travelers, students and 
interested souls within our community. We also will make available 
special programs offered to the parish in an audio/video format.

Commitment: Currently our volunteers help once each month during of 
the weekend mass times. Time required: 1 hr and 15 min.

Preparation: We have a simple orientation with the equipment along 
with a “script” instructions to assist each volunteer. It is mostly “point 
and click.” For volunteers with more skill, we will offer training on our 
video camera for the recording of special parish program.

Contact Person: Peter Canepa (440) 360-7500; Bob Hertl (440) 835-2300

Wedding Rehearsal Coordinators
Purpose: Prior to a couple’s wedding day, most often the late afternoon 

or evening before the wedding itself, a rehearsal for the wedding 
ceremony takes place. This activity, held in the church, is intended 
to make certain that the ceremony will proceed in an appropriately 
organized manner. In addition, it provides the bride and groom with 
an opportunity to ask any questions they might have about the liturgy.

Commitment: Adequate training and preparation for new rehearsal 
couples is provided by veteran rehearsal couples. Rehearsal couples 
are assigned on a rotating basis throughout the course of the year. 
At least one week before the rehearsal, each couple is provided with 
a liturgy plan that has been prepared with the bride, groom and 
presiding priest.

Contact Person: Mary Ellen Downs (440) 835-2300, Ext.28

Welcome Ministry
Purpose: A group of parishioners whose purpose is to welcome new 

members to the parish community, to foster a warm and engaging 
enviorment for all so that they will have a snece of belonging and to 
enhance their own spiritiualy life and that of the parish.

Commitment: Our welcoming volunteers currently assist in two ways:
 (1) they contact by phone about 4-6 new parishioners and (2) are 

invited to attend our welcoming reception. They do this every other 
month. We also hots name tag weekends, ice cream social, greeter 
training and our annual family dinner.

Contact Persons: Pete DuBois (440) 667-9993
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Parish Organizations and Ministries
Outreach

Opportunities:
• AMES Family Hospice Center
• Caritas Choir
• Card Ministry for Our Homebound
• Evangelization
• Hunger Center St. Ignatius
• Hunger Center St. Patrick
• Ministry of Care
• Prayer Shawl Ministry
• Prison Ministry (Included: Pen-Pal)
• Respect Life
• St. Vincent De Paul Society

AMES Family Hospice Center
Purpose: Volunteers from St. Ladislas serve a meal to the clients, families 

and visitors at the Ames Family Hospice Center on the first Thursday 
of each month. We prepare the food at Ames or in our homes, and 
occasionally purchase food from local restaurants for the meal. A 
special part of this ministry is taking the time to talk with the family 
members and visitors to the clients residing at AMES. Our efforts are 
sincerely appreciated and the meal is greatly enjoyed.

Commitment: We meet at AMES at 4:30 p.m. on the selected Thursday 
to set up the meal, we serve the meal from 5:30-6:30 p.m. and clean-
up from 6:30-7:00 p.m. Volunteers can join us for one Thursday or 
return as their schedules allow.

Contact Person: Diane Corrigan at: dianegcorr@aol.com (440) 835-5047

Caritas Choir
Purpose: Caritas means caring. We gather on Tuesday evenings every 

other week. Currently we are conducting Sing-a-Long programs at 
assisted living homes in the area.

Commitment: To share musical talents. The commitment to time varies.
Contact Person: Sr. Mary Joan Grisez (440) 835-2300, Ext.26
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Card Ministry for Our Homebound
Purpose: Our homebound parishioners know they have not been forgotten 

when they received cards and/or notes from fellow parishioners.
Commitment: You will be asked to select one or more names from the 

homebound parishioner listing, that you would like to send cards to. It is 
your choice to send cards on birthdays, holidays, and “thinking of you” 
notes. Be creative. The list is updated periodically by Mary Ellen Downs 
and Sr. Marilyn.

Contact Person: Paula Conrad, (440) 808-1159 or pjconrad0@aol.com

Evangelization Committee
Purpose: The key goals of the Evangelization Committee are:
 (1) To deepen the faith of active Catholics, helping them to grow in 

their faith and commitment to Jesus Christ and to encourage them 
to regularly attend and participate in Sunday Eucharistic Liturgy, 
(2) to invite and welcome baptized members who are alienated 
and separated from the church, sharing our faith with them and 
attempting to heal any division, and (3) to reach out to the

 un-baptized and those seeking confirmation.
Commitment: The team meets once a month, usually on the first 

Monday evening of the month. Members are asked to serve for at least 
one year, with the possibility of renewing each year.

Contact Person: Martha Bober (440) 871-6815

Hunger Center
Purpose: To provide and prepare nutritional, wholesome meals to those 

living in the West Side area. These meals are prepared and served at 
(1) St. Patrick’s Church at 3610 Bridge Ave. and (2) St. Ignatius Parish 
at 10205 Lorain Ave. While volunteering with the Hot Meals Program, 
there may be additional areas that one may consider to continue to 
volunteer: tutoring, mentoring and serving meals.

St. Ignatius meals...
Commitment: Again there are two teams helping with meals. The 

volunteers serve once every other month. This meal is prepared on 1st 
& the 3rd Wednesday of each month at St. Ignatius from

 3:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. Car pools are often available.
Preparation: This meal program is coordinated through our St. Vincent 

de Paul organization. There is no formal training.
Contact Persons: Ed Leszynski (440) 777-2234
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St. Patrick meals...
Commitment: Currently there are two groups that take turns preparing 

and serving the meals on the third Wednesday of every month. 
A person would be asked to participate every other month for 
approximately 4 hours at St. Patrick’s. The meals are served beginning 
at 5:30 p.m. with meal preparations starting around 3:30 p.m. - Please, 
no one under the age of 15 for safety reasons.

Preparation: This is a “hands-on” training. If you can boil water, read 
simple directions and handle a knife or a can opener, you are more 
than qualified.

Contact Person: Tom Weaver (440) 871-8614 or Tony Yankel (440) 570-4933

Ministry of Care
Purpose: To give pastoral care to our parishioners and their families 

who are sick, elderly, homebound and bereaved. We are spiritually 
responsible for the residents in four (4) nursing homes, one (1) 
Alzheimer home, and five (5) assisted living facilities. We have 
approximately 290 residents in these facilities that are Catholics. Our 
main concern is their frequent reception of Holy Eucharist and the 
Anointing of the Sick.

Commitment: Ministry is opened to all confirmed Catholics in good 
standing with the Church. Ministers can volunteer for homebound 
visits or visits to a nursing home to assist with the Communion 
services or rosary recitation. Volunteers are always needed.

Contact Person: Mary Ellen Downs Parish Office (440) 835-2300, Ext. 28; 
Sr. Marilyn Zgonc (440) 835-2300, Ext. 25

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Purpose: to provide handmade prayer shawls available for someone who 

needs comfort during times of stress. The making of a prayer shawl is 
spiritual practice that embodies the crafters thoughts and prayers for 
the receiver.

Commitment: The group gathers monthly to pray and to knit and/or 
crochet the shawls. Currently meetings are held the 2nd Wednesday of 
each month at 2:00 p.m. Meetings last 1 hour and held at St. Ladislas. 
New members always welcome, come when you can.

Contact Person: Pam Mozola: (440) 835-8378
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Prison Ministry
Purpose: The Ministry to the Incarcerated of the Diocese of Cleveland is 

a collaborative response to the Gospel message in Matthew 25: “When 
I was in prison you visited me.” Called by the Holy Spirit, we extend 
the hope of reconciling love in our relationships with the offender, the 
victim, and their families. The St. Ladislas Prison Ministry exists within 
the framework and leadership of the Diocesan ministry. It seeks to 
mature and encourage this ministry (and its ministers!) through visible 
and intentional connections to parish life and community. It also 
facilitates the engagement of the larger parish in the ministry by the 
various volunteers and the collaboration between different parishes.

Ministries and Commitments: Within the umbrella of prison ministry, 
there are several relatively independent ministries that leverage 
different talents and require different levels of commitment.

These include:
In-prison visits for religious (Communion services and Bible studies) 

and non-religious (e.g. GED and job-skill classes). The primary objectives 
of this ministry are to support the spiritual development of the inmates, 
build their dignity, and prepare them for reentry. Parishioners visit 3 state 
and 4 county facilities on a weekly to monthly basis.

Contact: George Williams, george.williams@zoho.com

Pen-pal ministry with inmates in prisons across the state. Occasional 
letters from a pen-pal offer a remarkable affirmation of human dignity 
and provide a truly meaningful (sometimes the only) bridge between 
the imprisoned and free communities.

Contact: George Scherma, gws263@yahoo.com

Collections of various goods are one of the most direct ways of 
connecting the parish community with the community of the 
incarcerated. Drives vary with season and needs but often include 
underwear and toiletries (for the county jail), books (for the state 
prisons), cookies for the Cuyahoga rehabilitation center, and coats for 
those about to be released.

Contact: Nancy Brooks, nabrooks69@roadrunner.com

Various other opportunities include birthday greetings, special 
programs such as retreats, formation of a restorative justice core team, 
and mentoring after release.

General inquiries can be addressed to
 George Williams, george.williams@zoho.com
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Respect Life Ministry
Purpose: To plan and coordinate a parish program of peaceful but 

tireless Pro-Life activities.
1) Inform and educate-Provide opportunities for increasing parish 

awareness of Life issues based on Pope John Paul II’s Evangelium 
Vitae and U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.

2) Pastoral Care-Reach out to those with special needs. Support 
the Cleveland area Life Resource Centers through collection and 
distribution of child care materials, fund raising activities and 
various volunteer opportunities.

3) Prayer-Pray to protect, respect, love and serve life.
Commitment: The level of participation is based on the individual’s own 

desires to become actively involved in a wide range of educational 
programs, volunteer service and/or advocacy activities not only in the 
parish, but within the larger Pro-Life community. Monthly meetings 
are planned to last about 90 minutes, and 3 fund raising activities.

Contact Person: Bob Bernath (440) 250-0514

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Purpose: The St. Vincent de Paul Society is an organization of Catholic 

lay people and has two objectives: (1) to live out Jesus’ Gospel 
Message of love in their own lives; and (2) to personally serve those in 
need, offering help in kind plus the comfort of friendship as Christians.

Commitment: We always need volunteers. Please consider signing up 
for one or more of our activities listed below.
• “Share-A-Meal” at St. Ignatius of Antioch: 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 

of each month (3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.). Times are flexible based 
on your availability.

• Food Pantry for the less fortunate at St. Ignatius of Antioch Church 
2nd Tuesday of each month (2:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.).

• Pick up donated food and take to designated places downtown for 
their food distribution (9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.).

• Blanket Weekend-2nd Sunday of October.
Contact Person: Ed Leszynski (440) 777-2234
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Church and Parish Center Floorplan


