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 Little Flower 
Catholic Church

4720 East 13th Street, Indianapolis, IN 46201
Parish Office (317) 357-8352 ~ Parish Fax (317) 357-5316

Web Site: www.littleflowerparish.org

Dear Parish Family,

Thank you for being part of our Little Flower parish family. If you have 
received this directory, you are part of the Little Flower family, and 
Little Flower is your church home. To help you feel more part of the 
Little Flower family and feel more at home at Little Flower, Guidebook 
Publishing has provided this parish directory for you. This directory 
contains an updated list of names, addresses, and telephone numbers of 
your parish family members. Therefore, please keep this directory handy 
so that you are able to connect with other members of our parish family.

You are the parish. The front of the Directory contains helpful descriptions 
of all our ministries, faith sharing and support groups, and services. I 
encourage you to keep this directory handy so that you will know all 
that this parish offers you and your family but also to familiarize yourself 
with the various opportunities for ministry in this parish. Little Flower 
Parish needs the gifts of time, talent, and treasure of every member of the 
community. Little Flower Parish needs you!

As you all know, the Catholic Church is facing many challenges here in 
the United States and throughout the world. Nevertheless, the number 
of parishioners remains relatively constant from year to year. Likewise, 
enrollment in Little Flower Catholic School is almost identical to 
enrollment last year. For the previous two years, Little Flower School has 
had slightly more non-Catholic than Catholic students. This year 52% of 
our students are Catholic. At the same time, our school has become more 
diverse. As of 2019 our student body is 56% White, 24% Hispanic, 11% 
Black or African American, 7% Multi-racial, and 2% Other.

Although the number of parishioners has remained relatively constant 
over the last several years, the numbers attending Sunday Mass weekly 
has decreased. Therefore, this past year we made the decision to combine 
the Sunday morning 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses into a 9:30 a.m. Mass 
beginning on the First Sunday of Advent on the weekend of November 
30-December 1, 2019. Our primary reason for making the change was to 
enhance our Liturgy. When there are more people in church, there is more 
life or energy in church, and the Liturgy becomes more life giving.
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The second challenge we are facing, which is connected with the first, is 
a decline in Sunday collection income. Addressing this Sunday collection 
deficit will be our challenge going forward.

Thank you for all you do for Little Flower Parish and School, and thank 
you to Guidebook Publishing and our advertisers for making possible our 
annual Parish Directory. If possible, please patronize the advertisers who 
so generously support this annual directory.

May God continue to bless you and to bless Little Flower Parish and 
School.

Fr. Bob
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Mission Statement
Little Flower Church (St. Therese of the Infant Jesus) is a vibrant faith 
community in the Roman Catholic Tradition, striving to live out the gospel 
values of Jesus Christ. Centered in the Eucharist, we are called by God to 
look beyond ourselves to respond compassionately to the needs of others.

Pastoral Staff
Pastor ............................................... Father Robert J. Gilday ............ Ext. 35
 frbob@littleflowerparish.org

Director of Stewardship and Parish Administration
  ................................................................ Angie Mackell ............ Ext. 30
 amackell@littleflowerparish.org

Principal .......................................................... Kevin Gawrys ............ Ext. 23
 kgawrys@littleflowerparish.org

Administrative Assistant (School) ...........................Lori Falk ............ Ext. 21
 lfalk@littleflowerparish.org

Pastoral Associate, Health and Senior Ministries Peggy Clegg ............ Ext. 32
 pclegg@littleflowerparish.org

Music Director .................................................. Tom Costello ............ Ext. 27
 tcostello@littleflowerparish.org

Accounting Clerk/Religious Education Coordinator Lisa Gibbons ...... Ext. 33
 lgibbons@littleflowerparish.org

Parish Secretary ................................... Jeannie Zimmerman ............ Ext. 31
 jzimmerman@littleflowerparish.org

Office Assistant .................................................Sandy Clegg ............ Ext. 22
 sclegg@littleflowerparish.org

Maintenance Director......................................... Steve Clegg ............ Ext. 29
 steveclegg@littleflowerparish.org

Deacon Candidate ...............................................Chris Arvin
 carvin@littleflowerparish.org
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Brian Nunley, D.D.S.
Gentle, Caring Dentistry In A Friendly Environment

Little Flower Supporter Since 1988

352-1444
6643 East Washington St.
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Schedule of Services
Saturday ....................................................................................... 5:00 p.m.
Sunday ................................................................... 9:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Weekday ....................................................................Check weekly bulletin
Holy Days ...................................................................Check weekly bulletin

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 3:45 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. or by appointment.

Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are held on most Sundays of the year after the 9:30 a.m. 
Mass. If you prefer to have your child’s baptism scheduled during 
Mass, you may request this at the time you return the baptism 
information form. Requests for the date and time specified will be 
honored to the extent possible. Parents who have not yet received pre-
baptismal instruction are required to attend one Baptismal Preparation 
Class. This class is held five times per year. Call the Parish Office well 
in advance so that class arrangements can be made.

Sacrament of Marriage
Contact our pastor 9 to 12 months in advance. A Wedding Handbook 
is available from the Parish Office that provides the necessary 
information on arranging for a marriage.

Sacrament of Anointing/Ministry to the Sick
In an emergency, call the parish at any time. Please contact the Parish 
Center if you or a loved one are hospitalized, or are confined to 
home or a nursing facility, to receive the Eucharist and/or Anointing. 
Hospitals and healthcare facilities no longer routinely inform churches 
when a parishioner is admitted.

Sacrament of Holy Orders
Priesthood or Vocation as a Religious Sister or Brother

Those considering entering the priesthood or a religious vocation, 
please contact our Pastor or the Archdiocesan Office of Priestly 
Religious Vocations at (317) 236-1490.

Little Flower Counseling Center
Counseling Services are available to Little Flower Parishioners at a 
reduced rate. Please call Maureen Sweeney at (317) 617-2522.



Litt le Flower Catholic Church Guide Book & Directory

7

Parish Story
St. Therese of the Infant Jesus, better known as Little Flower Catholic 
Church, is the first parish church in the world under the patronage of 
St. Therese of Lisieux. Ours is a neighborhood that grew up around 
the eastside of Indianapolis since our founding in 1925. This strong 
connection with our local community has made Little Flower one of the 
stabilizing anchors on the eastside of Indianapolis for 94 years. You may 
find a detailed Parish History on our website at www.littleflowerparish.org 
under the “About Us” link.

Finance Council
Patrick Brake, Chair (317) 356-1463

While final responsibility for the administration and financial affairs rests 
with the pastor, this committee is considered a special consultative group for 
assisting the pastor in developing and maintaining a sound financial plan 
necessary to carry out the mission of the parish. The members are appointed 
by the pastor. The committee meets on the third Wednesday of each month.

Parish Pastoral Council
Cassie Echegaray, Chair (317) 502-0649

This is a consultative body that assists the pastor in planning, policy 
development, and decision-making in specific areas concerning parish 
life. The Pastoral Council meets on the second Wednesday, every other 
month. In addition to the Executive Committee, the Pastoral Council is 
divided into seven (7) main commissions: Faith Formation and Spiritual 
Development, Athletic, Parish Life, Liturgy, Stewardship, INVITE 
(Evangelization and Community Outreach) and School.
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Faith Formation and Spiritual
Development Commission

Contact: Commission Chair is currently vacant

The Commission of Faith Formation and Spiritual Development helps in 
setting policies and providing for religious educational opportunities and 
spiritual development opportunities in the parish.

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
Contact: Lisa Gibbons (317) 357-8352 
or lgibbons@littleflowerparish.org
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is the process by which adults become 
initiated into the Catholic Church. The process is open to non-Catholics who 
wish to inquire about the Catholic religion; alienated Catholics who wish to 
return to full participation in the Church; and any Catholics who are searching 
for a deeper understanding of their personal faith journey in the Catholic 
Church. The process begins on the Tuesday after Labor Day and meetings are 
held weekly from 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. in the Parish Center. A team of adults 
works with the pastor to offer this process. If you are interested in helping with 
the RCIA process or would like to be a sponsor please contact Lisa.

Adult Faith Formation
Adult Faith Formation and personal growth opportunities may be offered 
throughout the calendar year in the form of retreats, seminars, Bible 
studies, small group sharing opportunities, and parish mission events.

Sacramental Preparation
Initiation into the sacramental life of the Catholic Church is accomplished 
through parish programs of preparation for Baptism, First Communion, 
Reconciliation, Confirmation and Marriage. Regular baptismal classes are held 
for parents of infants. First Communion and Reconciliation preparation occur 
at the second grade level. Confirmation is open to all high school students. 
Engaged couples are assigned to a sponsor couple and asked to begin to 
prepare for marriage at least six (6) months prior to the wedding date.

 For Marriage:
 Contact: Fr. Bob Gilday (317) 357-8352

Contact our pastor 9 to 12 months in advance. A Wedding Handbook 
is available from the Parish Office that provides the necessary 
information on arranging for a marriage.

 For Baptism:
 Contact: Peggy Clegg (317) 357-8352

 For Confirmation:
 Contact: Chris Arvin (317) 357-8352

 For Sacramental Preparation for First Communion and
 First Reconciliation:
 Contact: Lisa Gibbons (317) 357-8352
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Religious Education for Youth
Contact: Lisa Gibbons (317) 357-8352

Little Flower Catholic Church helps families whose children attend 
public schools by offering Religious Education for youth who are 
in grades kindergarten to eighth. Religious Education is offered on 
Sundays from 10:30 a.m. until 11:20 a.m. from August through 
April. The goal of our Religious Education program is to enable and 
encourage the students to learn more about their faith and draw closer 
to Jesus. Adults are invited to share their gifts by becoming a catechist 
and sharing their faith. Please contact Lisa if you are interested in 
volunteering for this life giving ministry.

Vacation Bible School
Contact: Lisa Gibbons (317) 357-8352

Vacation Bible School is offered for one week during the summer 
in the evening for children, ages 4 through Grade 4. During the 
week of VBS we sing, play games, do crafts, and have special stories 
about Jesus. Our VBS is a fun way to learn more about Jesus and the 
treasures of our Catholic Faith. We always need volunteers to help 
during VBS and share their love of Jesus! Contact Lisa if you are 
interested in helping with VBS.

Children’s Liturgy
Contact: Mindy Dant-Gordon (317) 352-0395

The Children’s Liturgy of the Word program is every Sunday during 
the 9:30 a.m. Mass for children 3 years old through 1st grade. 
Children’s Liturgy follows the Liturgical Year and Gospel Readings. 
It presents Catholic teachings in age-appropriate, hands-on ways 
for the children. Volunteers use the provided lessons and supplies 
to incorporate prayer, singing, movement, and crafts that help the 
children gain the full message given during Mass. Volunteers are 
always welcome and are assigned on a rotating basis, helping about 
5-6 times a year.

Youth Ministry
Contact: Open Position

Youth Ministry seeks to empower young people to live as disciples of 
Jesus Christ in our world today, to draw young people to responsible 
participation in the life, mission, and work of the Catholic faith 
community, and to foster the total personal and spiritual growth of 
each young person.
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Athletic Commission
Contact: Lynda Trimble (317) 518-6374

The Little Flower Athletic Association seeks to offer, promote interest in, 
and oversee parish grade school and high school athletic programs.

Little Flower offers a wide range of Athletic programs for boys and girls in 
Kindergarten through eighth grade. Our athletic programs are managed by the 
Little Flower Athletic Commission composed of devoted volunteers dedicated to 
making each Athletic season a positive experience for our Children.

We offer CYO sports for students in grades 3 through eight in the following 
seasons:

• Fall: Boys Football, Girls Kickball, Co-ed Cross Country, Co-ed 
Chess League

• Winter: Girls and Boys Basketball, Boys and Girls Volleyball, Boys 
Wrestling

• Spring: Boys Baseball, Girls Kickball, and Track

High School programs are offered for parishioners in basketball and 
volleyball, dependent on interest in participation and available coaching 
resources.

In January of each year, an intramural basketball program is offered for 
children in grades K through 3.

The Little Flower Athletic Commission meets approximately every other 
month. Meetings are announced in the church bulletin and school newsletter, 
or contact the commission chair for more information or to volunteer.

Functional Fitness
Contact: Ann Sutton (317) 979-9830 or annmsutton3@aol.com

The Little Flower Fitness Program began on June 28, 2011 on 
the Little Flower parking lot. It is the brainchild of three of our 
parishioners, Steven Clegg, Jerry Martin and Eric Strohacker, who 
developed the program based on their training as firefighters. Eric 
Strohacker explains the format as “constantly varied functional 
movement performed at high intensity.” It incorporates gymnastics 
(body weight exercises), plyometrics, Olympic lifting, weight lifting, 
and endurance exercises, and evolves as the participant gets more 
experienced. All ages and fitness levels are welcome.
Anyone interested is invited to join the Little Flower Fitness Program 
Facebook Group for more information.
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INVITE Commission
Contact: Cindy Woods (317) 408-6396

“Invite,” the Little Flower Evangelization and Community Outreach 
Commission, will encourage and equip Little Flower parishioners to invite 
the unchurched, reconnect former Catholics, and share the Good News by 
personally responding to Jesus’ invitation to “Follow me.”

This Ministry is excited about using special events and short classes to 
inspire Little Flower to reach out. All are “invited!”

Parish Life Commission
Contact: Carol Wehlage (317) 566-8137

The Commission is responsible for building a vibrant parish life and 
providing social opportunities for the Little Flower Parish Community.

Health Ministry
Contact: Peggy Clegg (317) 357-8352

Parish Health Ministry is an opportunity for the church to affirm the 
connection between faith and health, and to care for each person 
in mind, body, and spirit. Many different parish organizations are 
involved in this ministry through a variety of activities such as hospital 
visits, nursing home visits, Communion to homebound parishioners, 
(Christopher Ministry), bereavement support groups, Functional 
Fitness (sponsored by the Athletic Association), semi-annual Blood 
Drive (sponsored by the Parish Life Commission), Family Bike Rides 
(sponsored by the Men’s Club), monthly blood pressure checks, and 
educational speakers on various topics to name just a few. There is 
some collaboration in this ministry with our cohort parishes, Holy 
Spirit Parish and Our Lady of Lourdes. Occasionally all three parishes 
will sponsor a “lunch and learn” for the Eastside Catholic Community. 
Parish Health ministry is primarily holistic, rather than clinical, and 
combines skill of Pastoral Care.

Adventuresome Group/Senior Ministry
Contact: Peggy Clegg (317) 357-8352

Do you like to eat? Do you enjoy meeting new people? Are you 
recently retired and looking for things to do? Do you like to learn new 
things? Do you like to play games? If you answered “yes” to any of 
these questions, you may want to start attending the Adventuresome 
Group. This group meets the 2nd Wednesday of every month following 
the 11:00 a.m. Mass. Lunch is always included and following lunch 
there is usually a guest speaker or an activity scheduled. Occasionally 
the group will go on a field trip!
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www.gocathedral.com
LIVING HOLY CROSS VALUES SINCE 1918

Dawn Alexander
AVP Branch Manager
T 317-756-5080
d.alexander@pnc.com

Member of The PNC Financial Services Group
4355 East 10th Street
Indianapolis, Indiana 46201

Parish Benefactors
Love Heating 

& Air Conditioning
Family Owned & Operated Since 1920
353-2141 • www.love-hvac.com

Proud to Support 
Little Flower Parish

Robert Hurley, Attorney
Criminal Defense • Criminal Expungement

Wills •Living Wills •POA’s
244 N. College Ave., Indianapolis

(317) 639-3315
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Christopher Ministry
Contact: Peggy Clegg (317) 357-8352

Remember St. Christopher? He’s the saint that protects us on our 
journeys. How many of you still have a St. Christopher medal adorning 
your car? The Christopher Ministry is a group of parishioners dedicated 
to being “Christophers,” which literally means “Christ Bearers”. Each of 
us is called by our baptism to bear Christ’s presence to one another. Many 
men and women in our parish have special needs and would appreciate 
the presence of Christ borne to them. This includes, but is not limited to, 
taking Communion to our homebound parishioners, sending cards to ill 
or homebound parishioners, taking a parishioner to church or to a doctor 
appointment, or preparing a meal for a parishioner after a hospital stay.

Welcoming Committee
Contact: Peggy Clegg (317) 357-8352

Would you like an opportunity to share with others what you like about 
Little Flower Parish? Perhaps it’s our school, the Ladies Club or Men’s 
Club, the many holiday celebrations we have such as our Halloween 
Party, Christmas Party, or Advent Family Night, maybe it’s our RCIA 
program, or our liturgies. If you want to brag about our parish, then 
you might want to think about becoming a member of the Welcoming 
Committee. Once a month, this group will host a New Parishioner 
Registration after each weekend Mass. This is a time when people who 
might be interested in joining our parish may begin the registration 
process. In addition to this, current members have the opportunity to 
let us know if there are changes in phone numbers, e-mail address, or 
home address. Members of this committee also get the opportunity to 
call newly registered parishioners to answer any questions that they 
might have about LF and also to welcome them to the parish. All new 
parishioners receive a New Parishioner Packet from the parish office and 
a welcome to Little Flower card from the Parish Life Commission.

Respect Life
Contact: Peg Kramer (317) 625-4060

The goal of the Respect Life Committee is to educate and update 
parishioners on the Church’s stand that ALL human life must be 
respected from the moment of conception to natural death. Issues 
of focus are abortion, adoption, death penalty, euthanasia, and 
sex trafficking. We meet on the odd number months on the 2nd 
Wednesday at the Parish Center.
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Gabriel Ministry
Contact: Anita Moody (317) 918-0997

The Gabriel Project is a confidential and compassionate outreach to 
women who are distressed over an unplanned pregnancy. Our parish 
community responds in a loving manner to meet the needs of the 
mother-to-be, witnessing to the infinite and healing love of God. A 
trained “Angel” from our church supports the woman’s choice for life 
through friendship, encouragement and prayer. We provide practical 
help in finding community resources to help them meet their needs. 
We also activate our parish to help in many ways such as donating 
baby supplies and helping organize our storage unit.

Ladies Club
Contact: Bobbie Lawless (317) 357-3546

Historically known as the Altar Society, the Club exists to support 
the Church’s efforts to beautify and maintain the sanctuary. We hold 
fundraisers throughout the year and present the Church with our 
earnings annually. We also have FUNraisers to encourage camaraderie 
and support between the women of the parish. The monthly meetings 
(the first Thursday of most months) are a time to gather and get to 
know one another and conduct the business of the Club. All women 
are invited to become members and participate as time allows. There 
is something for every woman in the parish in the LFLC!

Men’s Club
Contact: Rick Fischer (317) 502-2982

The Little Flower Men’s Club has been busy growing its membership, 
supporting the parish and each other as we grow in faith, family, and 
fellowship. Whether you are looking for a way to participate in parish 
activities or if you just want to get to know other men in the parish, 
the Men’s Club is a great way to do either.

The Men’s Club is responsible for the parish Lenten fish frys. You may 
also be aware of other projects in which the Men’s Club has been 
involved over the past year: helping keep the parish grounds in order 
– especially clearing it of snow prior to Mass, tailgating for athletic 
events, and staffing the Mother’s Day breakfast. You may not be aware, 
however, that members of the Men’s Club have also enjoyed a number 
of social outings as well: social hours following our monthly meetings, 
going to sporting events, and getting together to play cards.
There’s something for everyone in the Little Flower Men’s Club; we 
hope you’ll consider joining us as our group continues to grow and do 
good for the parish, the community, and God.

Funeral Luncheons
Contact: Mandie Wade (317) 410-5762

Volunteers bake, cook, set up, and serve the “Mercy Meal” provided for 
families in the Parish Center following funerals.
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Coffee and Doughnuts
Contact: Shannon Estrada (317) 294-7163

Coffee and doughnuts are served after the 9:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday 
mornings in the Social Hall (School Cafeteria) for fellowship and 
community-building for parishioners. This is supported by a free-will 
offering which is greatly appreciated.

Liturgy Commission
Contact: Chair currently vacant –

Temporary Contact Tom Costello (317) 357-8352

Members of this commission are composed of persons who exhibit a desire 
to promote the liturgical principles of Vatican II. As a representative body 
for various liturgical ministries of Little Flower Parish, it is their desire 
to serve God in the community and give guidance and direction to our 
worship and spiritual life. The various ministries are always eager to 
accept new members.

The names and contact people are listed below.
Art and Environment ... Mary Martha Costello (317) 544-0473
Lectors ........................................... Diane Sharp (317) 356-3488
Lectors are ministers who proclaim the Word of God at Mass. Readers 
must be fully initiated Catholics who have received the Sacraments of 
Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation. Individuals should have good 
reading skills and be able to proclaim the readings in a clear manner. 
Attending a 1 hour training session is required. For further information 
contact Diane Sharp,

Eucharistic Ministers .....................Ron Sharp (317) 356-3488
Eucharistic ministers prayerfully serve the people of Little Flower by 
distributing the Body and Blood of Christ during the Mass. To be a 
Eucharistic minister is to know deeply that we are the Body and Blood 
of Christ. This ministry is open to all parishioners who are confirmed 
Catholics. Ministers are scheduled to serve at the Mass that they 
normally attend. All ministers receive a one hour training session. We 
invite you to join the ministry as one way to serve God’s people.

Servers .......................................... Lisa Gibbons (317) 356-7248
Hospitality Ministers ............... Mike Wehlage (317) 566-8137

Corpus Christi Adoration Chapel
Contact: Bobbie Lawless (317) 357-3546

Since November 1992, the adoration chapel at Little Flower has had 
regular adoration. It has been an immense blessing to those who have 
participated due to time spent with Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament.
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Music Ministry
Contact: Tom Costello (317) 357-8352

This is a large and ever-growing group of people who provide music 
for the various liturgies and prayer gatherings for our parish.

 Cantors
We are always looking for new cantors, (leaders of song, good 
independent singers), and instrumentalists. Rehearsals are held on 
selected Tuesdays from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.

 Adult Choir
This friendly, growing group is open to any singer in the parish 
who is Junior High age and older. We sing at the 9:30 a.m. Mass, 
September through Pentecost, and practice on Tuesday evenings 
from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. beginning the day after Labor Day.

 Sunday Night Group
This is a casually-organized group that lead the singing at the
6:00 p.m. Mass on the 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the month. People 
with children are welcome to bring their children. They practice at 
5:00 p.m. on the Sundays they sing. Contact Christen Kring 
(317) 840-3759 or struckles@yahoo.com) for more information.

 Youth Choir
Contact: Tom Costello (317) 357-8352
Young people from eighth grade through college are welcome to 
join the Youth Choir. This group of fifteen (15) plus youth sings at 
the 6:00 p.m. Mass on the first and fourth Sundays of the month 
and practices on the third Sunday at 7:00 p.m. The group can use 
the talents of singers of every kind and players of any instrument.

We are always looking for new singers for the choirs that sing for the 
Sunday 9:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Masses.

Stewardship Commission
Contact: Susan Spilly-Lee (317) 359-2526

The purpose of the Commission is to promote and implement a 
comprehensive program of Stewardship that responsibly cares for the 
human, material, and financial resources of the parish.

Annual Stewardship Drive and Archdiocesan United Catholic 
Appeal
Contact: Angie Mackell (317) 357-8352

The Stewardship Commission coordinates the annual Parish 
Stewardship Drive and associated activities as well as the parish 
solicitation for the Archdiocesan United Catholic Appeal to support 
shared ministries and home missions of the Archdiocese.
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Properties and Facilities Committee
Contact: Steve Clegg (317) 357-8352

This committee provides high-level oversight and vision for our 
parish facilities’ maintenance and makes recommendations as to 
their use, maintenance, and expansion. Volunteers are needed, 
specifically parishioners who have background in various areas such as 
construction, maintenance, plumbing, electrical, etc. This group meets 
quarterly to review parish facilities’ needs and projects.

The “Little Flower Garden” Newsletter
Contact: Steve Grohovsky (317) 352-1262

The parish newsletter is published 4 times per year. It is mailed to 
all parishioners. The newsletter’s purpose is to keep parishioners 
informed about activities in the parish, parish organizations and 
ministries. Articles, news, or items to be considered for the newsletter 
can be forwarded to lfparishnews@yahoo.com, or can be sent to the 
Parish Center.

Festival
Contact: Angie Mackell (317) 357-8352

The Festival Committee organizes the annual “Summerfest” 
celebration, during the weekend following Memorial Day, to provide 
fellowship and financial assistance for the general welfare of the 
parish. Volunteers are invited each year to volunteer for an area that 
most interests them. These sign ups take place near the beginning of 
May each year.

Church Cleaners
Contact: Michele Rosenbaum (317) 861-7383

We want this building to be a blessing to God and all who worship 
here. This committee promotes the care and upkeep of the interior 
of the Church by mopping, dusting and other various cleaning tasks. 
A regular brief time commitment would be suggested. Makes a great 
service project!

Green Thumb Group
Contact: Louise Earlywine (765) 438-3510 or 
lmfaust1@juno.com

This group assists in the maintenance of a well-landscaped parish 
campus. These volunteers “adopt” specific outdoor areas and keep 
them planted, watered and weeded.
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School Commission
Brion St. Amour, Chair (317) 622-2287

The function of the Commission is to act as a consultative body that works in 
coordination with the School Principal and Pastor in strategically planning, 
developing, evaluating and preparing long range policies in accordance with 
the educational goals set by the Archdiocese and the Parish.

Some specific responsibilities of the School Commission are listed below:

A. Set school policy;
B. Develop goals consistent with Parish beliefs and values;
C. Plan school budgets and finances;
D. Develop facilities management guidelines in conjunction with other 

responsible parties;
E. Coordinate public relations and marketing of the school;
F. Maintain a mission statement which reflects the Parish mission.

We believe each person is a child of God and has certain needs. We believe our 
students are life-long learners whom we can influence at one stage of their 
lives. Our mission is to maximize academic performance, as well as physical 
and spiritual development, and provide an atmosphere for social interaction. 
We believe we are called by God and led by the Holy Spirit to enable and 
empower the students in our care. With the help of their parents, we 
believe that children leaving Little Flower Catholic School will be successful, 
productive people with a knowledge of God and a sense of self-worth.

Little Flower Catholic School
Kevin Gawrys, Principal (317) 353-2282

SCHOOL STAFF
Principal ...........................................................................Kevin Gawrys
Administrative Assistant ...........................................................Lori Falk
Cafeteria Manager ..............................................................Nash Kegley
School Office ................................................................ (317) 353-2282
School Fax .................................................................... (317) 322-7702
Cafeteria ....................................................................... (317) 322-7705
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Little Flower Catholic School
Beliefs, Mission, and Vision Statement
We believe Jesus is present in each and every person and, therefore, all people 
are precious and deserve respect, validation, and the opportunity to excel.

Mission Statement
Little Flower Catholic School, an educational ministry of Little Flower 
Parish, exists to provide quality Catholic education for the Eastside and 
beyond as it has since 1926. Little Flower is a compassionate, caring 
community for pre-kindergarten through eighth grade that celebrates the 
growth of each person. We welcome all families who share our philosophy 
and mission. Our school provides a safe, nurturing environment, a 
challenging academic curriculum, with an emphasis on the arts, that 
prepares students for higher education and helps them develop into 
confident, responsible citizens. Following the words of St. Therese, our 
patroness, “Love is repaid by love alone,” we promote a dedication to the 
Catholic values of peace, justice, and service.

Vision Statement
Little Flower Catholic School will be THE Eastside school community 
where children flourish heart, mind, and soul and are encouraged to 
dream and achieve a better world.

The Little Way
• St. Therese is the originator of “The Little Way.” We strive to serve 

God and others through her “little way” of simplicity and love. 
Every other week, the Little Flower Catholic School Community 
will gather to discuss the traits of The Little Way, skills to develop 
them, and what it looks like in our school and community.

• God is first.
• Do all things with love.
• Do even the simplest of things to the best of your ability.
• Show integrity.
• Welcome everyone.
• Find the joy in everything.
• Make every day and every moment count.
• Serve the community.
• Strive for excellence.

• “I will seek out a means of getting to heaven by a LITTLE WAY.” 
~St. Therese of Lisieux

St. Therese of the Infant Jesus/Little Flower Catholic School opened in 
1926. For nearly 90 years, Little Flower Catholic School has provided a 
faith-based quality education for the families of our parish. Little Flower 
Catholic School experiences strong support by the pastor and the parish.
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The teachers and staff at Little Flower Catholic School are dedicated to 
educating the children in a faith-filled environment. One half of our K-8 
staff have or are working toward a Master’s Degree. In addition to grades 
one through eight, Little Flower Catholic School has a flexible pre-school 
schedule for ages 3 and 4 with both part- and full-time options.

Curriculum
Little Flower Catholic School is accredited by the State of Indiana. Little 
Flower offers a comprehensive curriculum from three-year-old pre-school 
through eighth grade.

Little Flower provides a standards-based curriculum for students of all 
ability levels. An emphasis is placed on literacy and numeracy with the 
acknowledgement that students must not only be proficient but also 
engaged to be successful.

Our reading curriculum is developed around the Daily Five and 
encourages students to be critical readers and social justice advocates. We 
provide our students with opportunities to read for pleasure and purpose 
and thus develop a love of reading.

Little Flower is committed to providing students a well-rounded education. 
All students participate in classes in Music, Art, and Physical Education. 
Grades 3-8 attend Maker’s Space and Expert Classes. Additionally, grades 
7 and 8 have Spanish classes. Little Flower promotes healthy life choices, 
including a healthy choice lunch and morning walking club.

Most importantly, all Little Flower students have Religion class daily and 
plan and participate in a weekly Mass. We expect all of our students to 
grow spiritually and morally, as well as academically. As St. Therese said, 
“Without love, deeds, even the most brilliant, count as nothing.”

Enrollment
The teachers and staff at Little Flower Catholic School are dedicated 
to educating the children in a faith-filled environment. In addition to 
kindergarten through eighth grade classrooms, Little Flower Catholic 
School has a pre-school for ages 3 and 4 with full-day and flex-day 
scheduling.

Little Flower accepts students receiving On My Way Pre-K Vouchers, 
Indiana Educational Choice Vouchers, and scholarships from SGO’s. In 
some cases, Little Flower provides additional financial assistance.

Admissions must follow our admissions policy, including a personal 
interview with the principal. Little Flower welcomes all people who share 
in the mission and vision of our school.
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Results
A Little Flower Catholic School Graduate will:

Develop a personal spirituality rooted in prayer, worship, relationships with 
the community, and service leadership. A Little Flower graduate will have:

• Planned, prepared, and participated in Catholic Liturgies
• Been exposed to various prayer experiences, including songs, 

school-wide prayer, and Living Stations
• Participated in a Catholic Lead Like Jesus servant leadership 

experience
• Researched, planned, and contributed to service learning projects

Develop a capacity for critical thinking and creative problem solving through 
a challenging, well-rounded curriculum. A Little Flower graduate will have:

• Broadened his or her world view with over 25 learning trips, 
including theater productions, overnight camp, economics 
experiences, and Washington, D.C.

• Experienced the joy of reading with daily personal reading time, 
extensive class novel projects, and a staff trained and committed 
to teaching critical literacy and a love of reading

• Experimented during a hands-on science curriculum through 
Project Lead the Way

• Acquired technology skills through one to one tech in grades 3 
through 8

• Developed creativity and perseverance through an art and music 
program that includes band, choir, a Christmas program, and a 
Spring Musical

Recognize the importance of community, including responsibilities to others, to 
the environment, and to their own health. A Little Flower graduate will have:

• Set goals and celebrated the achievements of the community 
through periodic Celebrations

• Demonstrated leadership through service, tutoring, reading-buddy 
programs, Student Council, and other opportunities

• Demonstrated perseverance, discipline, and teamwork through PE 
classes, intramurals, and CYO sports

• Recognized God’s commandment to love one another and to be 
good stewards of all creation

Little Flower Catholic School students have a variety of athletic 
choices as participants in the Athletic Association and CYO activities.

Little Flower Catholic School offers services to our families outside 
the academic setting. An on-site kitchen and cafeteria provide a free 
breakfast and hot lunch program. An extended care program provides 
after school care for students until 6:00 p.m.
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Little Flower Catholic School utilizes many volunteers and is eager to 
draw from the retired and/or semi-retired members of the parish, as 
well as our school families. If you are interested in helping, feel free to 
contact the School Office at (317) 353-2282.

Use of Gym
The gym is in use by the school for classroom and extended care 
activities until 4:30 p.m. when school is in session. At other times, the 
Little Flower Athletic Association schedules gym time for Little Flower 
teams and CYO events. The use of the gym for any other purpose must 
be scheduled through the parish office.

PTO (Parent Teacher Organization)
Contact: Tiffany Guthrie (317) 500-2591 or Aaron Robinson 
(317) 654-8662

The PTO promotes support for the activities of the administration, 
teachers and children of Little Flower School, and benefits the school 
by raising funds to assist in the support of activities approved by the 
organization. Additionally, they seek to bring into a closer relationship 
the home and school with the hope that parents and teachers may 
secure for every child the highest advantages in spiritual, mental, 
physical and social education.

Alumni Relations
Contact: Angie Mackell (317) 357-8352

Our task is to assist the school administration with a comprehensive 
alumni public relations plan designed to promote the image of Little 
Flower School and to obtain alumni support.

Organizations Affiliated
with Little Flower

Saint Vincent de Paul
Contact: Judy Corpuz

SVDP provides Thanksgiving Baskets and presents donated through 
the Christmas Giving Tree project during the holidays. We support 
the central SVDP Client Choice Food Pantry and visit clients at home 
providing vouchers to go to the SVDP warehouse for furniture, 
household items and clothes. Support for the society is from Little 
Flower Parish donations and from the National SVDP Society.

Girl Scouts
Contact: Check with Parish Office for contact information

Girl Scouts of Central Indiana have troops of various levels that meet 
at Little Flower.
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Cub Scouts
Contact: Steve Kennedy (317) 353-0349

The Cub Scout program works with boys to influence the development 
of character, to encourage spiritual growth and to develop habits of 
good citizenship and sportsmanship.

Little Flower Neighborhood Association
Contact: PO Box 11639, Indianapolis, IN 46201
www.littleflowerneighborhood.com

This civic organization promotes cooperation among neighbors and 
local government agencies to prevent property deterioration and to 
improve the cleanliness and beauty of our neighborhood. Meetings 
are usually on the third Tuesday of various months at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Parish Social Hall (school cafeteria)

Alcoholics Anonymous
This support group meets every Thursday in the St. Therese room at the 
Parish Center at 8:00 p.m. Information about AA and all local meetings 
is available from the Indianapolis AA Central Office at (317) 632-7864.


