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Our Lady Queen of Peace
Catholic Church

132 Butcher Street, P.O. Box 100, Bethalto, Illinois 62010

August 18, 2020

Dear Parishioners,

So many times I have been told that “since I go to the 4:30 mass, I do not 
know the people who attend the 8:30 or 10:30 masses.” I am sure that 
this is true for many of us. Even for the people who attend the same mass, 
some are main section and some are east section and never the twain shall 
meet. But one thing is certain…no matter which mass we attend; we are 
all still one in the Lord and one as a parish family. Any means that helps us 
to develop our sense as a parish family is thus welcomed. I hope that this 
parish book will be such an assistance to all of us in this endeavor. It is a 
means that will enable us to reach out to each other in so many different 
ways. I hope that this book and all the many ministries of our parish family 
will help us to continue to grow into the faith community that is Our Lady 
Queen of Peace.

In Christ,
Fr. Tom
Fr. Tom Liebler
Pastor, OLQP
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A Brief History Of
Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish

The Catholic community which had been gathering in the Bethalto area 
off and on since 1858 was organized as a mission of St. Bernard’s Parish 
of Wood River on September 8, 1944. The first Mass for this mission 
congregation was celebrated in Bethalto on Christmas, 1944.

That mission congregation was elevated to full parish status on April 26, 1945 
by Bishop James A. Griffin under the patronage of “Our Lady Queen of Peace.”

Fr. Thomas Manning was named as the first pastor. He resided at St. Anthony’s 
Hospital until the purchase of a residence at 620 North Prairie in 1946. Construction 
of the church began at that time. The new structure was dedicated Sunday, October 
7, 1947. The school building was completed July 1, 1962. The Dominican Sisters 
of Springfield assumed positions as teachers at the new school.

Fr. Frederick McCarthy succeeded Fr. Manning as pastor on September 20, 
1967. Fr. Roger Simpson served as pastor from May 29, 1968, until Fr. William 
Kekeisen was appointed pastor on June 28, 1971.

In 1975 the parish served about 400 families. On April 27, 1981, work 
began on the new wing of the church, which would bring an addition of 
130 seats and end weekly overcrowding.

His Excellency, Bishop Joseph McNicholas, blessed the new addition on 
October 16, 1981.

On September 3, 1985, Fr. John O’Connell was appointed pastor of our parish. 
On September 17, 1990, Rev. James A. Flach was appointed Administrator of 
this growing parish, now having approximately 605 family units.

Fr. Kevin B. Sullivan assumed the pastorate in 1996. Under Fr. Sullivan’s 
direction, the sanctuary of the church was remodeled and transformed 
into a beautiful focal point of the building. With the growth of the parish, 
a need for a multi-purpose building was recognized. Construction began 
in the summer of 1998 and was in use by October 1998. The gym was 
dedicated by Bishop Ryan on February 28, 1999.

In 2000, Kindergarten and Preschool classrooms were added to the parish 
school. The library was moved to the former kindergarten room and its 
space has become an Enrichment Center for adult education.

Fr. Don Blickhan took over as pastor of Our Lady Queen of Peace on 
August 1, 2003 following the retirement of Fr. Sullivan.

On July 1, 2004 St. Mary’s Church in Bunker Hill was closed and the 
territory of that parish merged into that of Our Lady Queen of Peace. 
Queen of Peace now spans two counties and two Deaneries in the Diocese 
and includes the communities of Bethalto, Bunker Hill, Cottage Hills, 
Dorsey, Fosterburg, Meadowbrook and Midway!
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Fr. Tom Liebler was assigned as pastor of Our Lady Queen of Peace on July 
1, 2005 following the transfer of Fr. Blickhan to Blessed Sacrament Parish 
in Springfield, Illinois.

New members are warmly welcomed into our community us as we work 
together for the growth of the Catholic Church in Bethalto.

Our Lady Queen of Peace Church
132 Butcher Street, P.O. Box 100, Bethalto, Illinois 62010

Phone: (618) 377-6519, Fax: (618) 377-9550

~~~~

Office Hours ............8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (closed 12-1 p.m. for Lunch)

Pastor ..........................................................................Rev. Thomas Liebler
 tliebler@aol.com

Office Manager ...................................................................... Terri Zykan
 church@olqpbethalto.org

Secretarial Support/SCRIP Coordinator ...................... Bea Albarado
 church@olqpbethalto.org

Maintenance ..............................................................................Ron Root

School Office
618 North Prairie, Bethalto, Illinois 62010

Phone: (618) 377-6401, Fax: (618) 377-6416

School Principal .................................................................. Steve Menke
 smenke@olqpbethalto.org

School Secretary .............................................................. Elaine Withers
 ewithers@olqpbethalto.org

Worship
Masses: Weekends Saturday 4:30 p.m.
 Sunday 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m.

Weekday Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
 Friday, 8:30 a.m., Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.

Holydays Varies - as announced

Confessions Saturdays 3:30-4:15 p.m.
 & by appointment.

Weekly Adoration Saturdays, 9 a.m.-11 a.m.



Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish Guide Book & Directory

4

Pastoral Support
COMMUNION CALLS – Communion is brought to homes on Fridays 

of each week for those unable to attend Mass at church by reason of 
illness or disability.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK – This sacrament is a prayer for healing 
and confers the forgiveness of sins. It is offered on request for those 
more than ordinarily ill or those going for surgery. Medical custom 
today normally admits patients on the day of their surgery so it is not 
possible to be anointed at the hospital. We will gladly administer the 
sacrament following any Mass or in your home if you cannot travel.

The Other Sacraments
BAPTISM - Baptisms are celebrated at weekend Masses, allowing the 

parish family the opportunity to celebrate God’s gift of a new child 
along with the child’s parents, or after a 10:30 Mass.

MARRIAGE – Marriage is one of the most significant steps that an 
individual can take in his or her lifetime. In marrying you forever 
change your life and destiny – for you give your very self away to 
another, promising to love and honor that person for the rest of your 
lives.

In marriage couples are partners with God in the very act of creation, 
His means of blessing that human community with new members.

Marriage is at its very heart a spiritual exchange. As Christians we 
view marriage as a Sacrament, a meeting point with Christ on life’s 
journey.

Because marriage is such an important step, preparation is essential. 
When you choose to marry, please contact your priest at least 4 
months before the marriage date.

FIRST PENANCE is offered in the second grade for both children in our 
parish school and our PSR Program.

FIRST COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION are offered in the third 
grade to both children in our parish school and our PSR Program.
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515 N. Bellwood
Rt. 111 & 140

Bethalto, IL 62010

258-0011
1100 IL 157

Edwardsville, IL 62025

692-6100

Watch for your new
111 Imo’s coming soon. 

Just down the road
from the current

Bethalto location.

Large 14” Large 14” 
Two-Topping PizzaTwo-Topping Pizza

$13.9513.95

Elias, Kallal & Schaaf
Funeral Homes
Crematory &

Cemeteries, LTD.
Family Owned & Operated

www.eliaskallalandschaaf.com
email: eliaskallalschaaf@sbcglobal.net

2521 Edwards St., Alton, IL 62002 | (618) 465-3571

1313 West Delmar, Godfrey, IL 62035 | (618) 466-3573

727 E. Bethalto Blvd., Bethalto, IL 62010 | (618) 377-4000

Visit our Website at
www.medicineshoppe.com/0062

Experience The Medicine Shoppe® diff erence

Jill Woodward, PharmD
901 E. Edwardsville | Woodriver

(618) 259-0085

Visit Medicine Shoppe Pharmacy 
today and enjoy these expert services:
● 15 minute prescription service
● FREE delivery
● Medication Management Program
● Compounded prescriptions
● Diabetic shoes
● Download our APP “Medicine Shoppe
    Wood River” In App or Play Store
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Parish Activities, Programs
& Opportunities to Serve

ALTAR SERVERS - Parish youth 5th grade and older, are welcome to 
serve in our Liturgical celebrations. Adult men of the parish provide 
acolytes for Funeral Liturgies.

ART & ENVIRONMENT - Parishioners working to provide artistic and 
decorative support to worship services.

BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM - Open only on days when 
school is in session. Hours: 7:00 - 8:15 a.m., and 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. Call 
the School Office for more information.

BUILDING & GROUNDS - This committee advises the pastor on 
maintenance, repairs and improvements needed to the church, rectory, 
parish school complex and grounds of the parish.

COMMUNITY 55 - For those 55 years and older to gather together for 
prayer, friendship and enrichment. They meet monthly for a luncheon, 
a brief program and entertainment.

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS - Parishioners assist in the distribution of 
the Eucharist at Mass, to the homebound and to residents of nursing 
homes in the area.

FAMILY LIFE MINISTRY – This ministry, led by Norm & Amy Frisch, 
offers activities for parish families to grow in holiness.

FINANCE COUNCIL – Advises the pastor regarding matters of a financial 
nature and provides oversight for parish finances. The Council prepares 
the annual parish budget, conducts reviews of the quarterly and annual 
reports and inspects all parish financial activities. Meetings held quarterly.

FOOD PANTRY – A supply of non-perishable food items is maintained 
for the assistance of the needy in the greater Bethalto area. Volunteers 
channel food to those in need.

FUNERAL LUNCHEONS - This committee organizes a luncheon for 
family members, relatives and friends, following funerals in our parish 
church. Parishioners prepare covered dishes and volunteers serve the 
luncheon in the Parish Hall.

LECTORS – Lectoring is not just “reading,” but rather the art of 
proclaiming God’s Word to the worshiping assembly. It is a special and 
challenging privilege that requires training, practice and consistent 
prayer. At OLQP no one may serve as a lector unless he/she is trained 
in this ministry.

“LOVED AND NOT FORGOTTEN” MEMORIAL MASS - Loved ones of 
parishioners who have died within the past year are remembered at this 
service by family and friends. Held each year on or near All Souls Day.



Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish Guide Book & Directory

7

618−288−2211
6960 State Route 162

Maryville, IL 62062
cambridgehouse-maryville-slf.com
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MEALS ON WHEELS – Meals are delivered to qualified individuals in 
the community, providing good nutrition to those in need.

MUSIC MINISTRY – We welcome the musical talents of parishioners. 
Our Adult Choir, Folk Group, Funeral Choir and Praise Team enrich 
and bring beauty to our worship. Cantors and accompanists also 
support our services. If you play a musical instrument or wish to sing 
with one of the musical groups, please call the parish office.

OLQP CHARITABLE FUND COMMITTEE - An association of 
parishioners who serve the poor and needy of our community. Meeting 
monthly the members visit the needy and respond to requests for 
material and spiritual assistance.

PARISH LIBRARY - Located in the Parish Hall. Parishioners welcome to 
check out books and tapes . Donations of items always appreciated.

PARISH SCHOOL (Preschool - 8th) - Our Catholic school serves to develop 
the total person, challenging the mind, heart and body of each child to 
grow in the image and likeness of God in the tradition of the Catholic Faith.

PSR (PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION) - Grades K-7. Classes held once 
a week, September through May, for our public school students. The 
coordinator and teachers are volunteers from the parish, passing on the 
traditions of our Faith. Families may register for PSR at the Parish Office.

PRO-LIFE - This committee serves as a liaison between the Diocesan 
Office for Social Concerns and parish to implement Pro-Life activities 
in the parish. These include Respect Life month (October) highlighting 
the dignity of human life at all ages and stages of life.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA) - A rite of 
the Church for welcoming new members into the Catholic Church 
family. Candidates gather on Wednesday evenings for prayer, study, 
and discussion. When ready, candidates gather before the community 
on Sundays to celebrate the rites, leading toward final acceptance into 
the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil.

ROSARY LEADERS - We honor Our Blessed Mother by praying the 
Rosary 1/2 hour before the weekend Masses. We urge you to come 
early to participate. If you wish to lead the Rosary, call parish office.

RUMMAGE & BAKE SALE - Held each year in the Fall, Spring and 
Summer, this event fills the gym with treasures and bargains for the 
avid shopper. Proceeds support our family dinners following funerals 
in the Church Hall and our parish Youth Group (summer sale).

SCHOOL BOARD - An advisory body in matters pertaining to 
educational programs and facilities of Our Lady Queen of Peace 
parish school. Its purpose is to advise the pastor and principal in the 
establishment of policy and goals for our parish school.
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All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. O  er sponsored by Englert LeafGuard. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This o  er is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.  If married or 
involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this o  er: employees of Company or a   liated companies or entities, their 
immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed 
to the participant via  rst class United States Mail within 21 days of completion of the in-home consultation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. O  er not sponsored or promoted by Lowe’s and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation.  Expires /3 /20

Seamless, one-piece system keeps
out leaves, pine needles and debris! 

LeafGuard is guaranteed never 
to clog as long as you own your 
home or we’ll clean it for FREE

Eliminates the risk of 
falling o   the ladder to 
clean clogged gutters

Seamless one piiece systtem kkeeps

Call Today for a FREE ESTIMATE

844-820-1137844-820-1137  

Durable, all-weather tested system–not a  imsy attachment

75%
 

OFF 
  LABOR

Does not include cost of material. 
Other restrictions may apply. Expires /3 /20

25 
LOWE’S 
GIFT CARD

with in-home estimate

$

YEARS BACKED 
BY THE SEAL

15
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SCHOOL ASSOCIATION (PSA) - Primary purpose of the PSA is to 
support the faith and academic life of Catholic education. The PSA is 
dedicated to the management of such activities and projects directed 
at financial assistance to parish school needs. The PSA also serves as a 
communication link between parents and school. Events include Chicken 
Dinner at Bethalto Homecoming; Pizza, Butter Braid, Pretzel Sales; 
Trivia/Silent Auction; Grocery Certificate (SCRIP)/Label programs.

SCRIP - On-going parish and school fundraiser, whereby parishioners 
and school parents purchase certificates to use, same as cash, in local 
retail stores, and parish receives a percentage. This very worthwhile 
program offers parishioners and school parents a convenient way to 
shop, at no extra cost, while providing assistance to the parish for 
many ongoing programs and activities.

“SHARE THE WORD” - All children ages 3 through 1st grade are 
welcome to participate in this program during the 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
Masses. It is an opportunity for the children to encounter God’s Word 
at their level of understanding.

SPECIAL EDUCATION RELIGION CLASS - Children who have special 
learning needs are served on an area basis with a program operated at 
St. Ambrose Church, Godfrey.

USHERS (MINISTRY OF HOSPITALITY) - These ministers welcome 
parishioners and visitors, seat visitors and otherwise support the needs 
of worshippers during services.

VOCATIONS - This committee promotes vocation awareness in the parish 
and encourages our youth to consider a life of service to the Lord.

YOUTH MINISTRY - Ministering and sharing the Good News with our 
youth through activities, trips, service projects, prayer and fellowship. 
All junior high and high school students are welcome to join Youth 
Ministry. Kateri Dance is our youth ministry leader.
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Parish Benefactors

Eagles Nest Restaurant
Tell Us You Belong To This Church

And Receive A 5% Discount.
Ph 377-0697 • 117 E. Bethalto Dr.

Open 7am to 3pm Daily
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Parish Organization Phone Directory
ALTAR SERVERS

Katie Newton .......................................................................... 377-6519

ART & ENVIRONMENT
Bea Albarado .......................................................................... 799-9215

BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM
School Office .......................................................................... 377-6401

BUILDING & GROUNDS
Joe Gulash .............................................................................. 656-7292

CATHOLIC CHARITIES
Catholic Charities ................................................................... 465-5853

COMMUNITY 55
Parish Office ........................................................................... 377-6519

COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN
Mary Terry .............................................................................. 377-5417

CRISIS PREGNANCY CENTER
Parish Office ........................................................................... 467-2857

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Dan Perkhiser ......................................................................... 377-6349

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Mike Inman ............................................................................ 656-5958

FAMILY LIFE MINISTRY
Norm/Amy Frisch ................................................................... 377-9373

FINANCE COUNCIL
Parish Office ........................................................................... 377-6519

FOOD PANTRY
Mary Ann Klunk ..................................................................... 377-2889

FUNERAL LUNCHEONS
Fran Nappier .......................................................................... 377-1122
Dee Oller ................................................................................ 254-1526
Mary Kerkemeyer ................................................................... 259-4769

LECTORS
Carrie Albarado ...................................................................... 223-3787

LIBRARY
Parish Office ........................................................................... 377-6519

MEALS ON WHEELS
Jana Pruitt .............................................................................. 377-8611

OLQP CHARITABLE FUND COMMITTEE
Parish Office ........................................................................... 377-6519
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PARISH MISSION
Spiritual Life Commission ....................................................... 377-6519

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Fr. Tom Liebler ........................................................................ 377-6519

PRE SCHOOL
OLQP School Office ................................................................ 377-6401

PRO-LIFE
Joe/Cathy Gulash ................................................................... 656-7292

PSA (PARISH SCHOOL ASSN.)
School Office .......................................................................... 377-6401

RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS)
Tim Zacha ............................................................................... 377-5725
Marie DeClue .......................................................................... 377-5593

ROSARY LEADERS
Parish Office ........................................................................... 377-6519

RUMMAGE SALE
Carrie Albarado ...................................................................... 223-3787

SCHOOL BOARD
Dennis Krieb ........................................................................... 377-6035

SCOUTING-GIRL SCOUTS, BOY SCOUTS
School Office .......................................................................... 377-6401

S.C.R.I.P
Bea Albarado .......................................................................... 377-6519

SHARE THE WORD
Parish Office ........................................................................... 377-6519

SPECIAL EDUCATION RELIGION CLASS
St. Ambrose Church ................................................................ 466-2921

STEWARDSHIP
Parish Office ........................................................................... 377-6519

USHERS
Joe/Cathy Gulash (4:30) ........................................................ 656-7292
Kathy Wilson (10:30) ............................................................. 954-2360

YOUTH MINISTRY
Kateri Dance ........................................................................... 530-5652

PSR (PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION)
Parish Office ........................................................................... 377-6519


