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St. Therese Catholic Church
Diocesan Shrine 

of the Little Flower
11 Temple Place, Southgate, KY 41071

859.441.1654
www.sainttherese.ws

Dear parishioners of St. Therese,

Our 2021/22 Parish Guide Book 
and Directory provides information 
and contacts for our committees, 
educational ministries, fundraisers, 
liturgical ministries, organizations, 
outreach services, societies and all 
parishioners.

I invite and encourage each of you to 
generously share your time, talent and treasure for the honor of God and the 
service of others. Following in the steps of our patroness, St. Therese, let us 
imitate her little way, doing everything we do with great love.

St. Therese, pray for us.

Sincerely,

Fr. Doug Lauer
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St. Therese of Lisieux, our patroness
Therese Martin was born January 2, 1873 in Alencon, France. Therese 
died September 30, 1897 in Lisieux, France. She was canonized on May 
17, 1925. Her feast day is October 1. A Carmelite nun whose service to 
her Roman Catholic order, although outwardly unremarkable, was later 
recognized for its exemplary spiritual accomplishments. She was named a 
Doctor of the Church by St. Pope John Paul II in 1997.

Therese was the youngest of nine children, five of whom survived childhood. 
After her mother died in 1877, Therese moved with her family to Lisieux. In 
the deeply religious atmosphere of her home, her piety developed early and 
intensively. All four of her elder sisters became nuns, and at the age of 15 she 
entered the Carmelite convent at Lisieux, having been refused admission a year 
earlier. Although she suffered from depression, scruples—a causeless feeling 
of guilt—and, at the end, religious doubts, she kept the rule to perfection and 
maintained a smiling, pleasant, and unselfish manner. Before her death from 
tuberculosis, she acknowledged that, because of her difficult nature, not one day 
had ever passed without a struggle. Her burial site at Lisieux became a place of 
pilgrimage, and a basilica bearing her name was built there (1929–54).

The story of Therese’s spiritual development was related in a collection of her 
epistolary essays, written by order of the prioresses and published in 1898 
under the title Story of a Soul. Her popularity is largely a result of this work, 
which conveys her loving pursuit of holiness in ordinary life. St. Thérèse 
defined her doctrine of the Little Way as “the way of spiritual childhood, the 
way of trust and absolute surrender.” She was canonized by Pope Pius XI in 
1925 and was the youngest person to be designated a Doctor of the Church.

In 2015 Therese’s parents, Saints Louis Martin and Marie-Azélie Guérin, 
were canonized by Pope Francis. They were the first spouses to be 
canonized together as a couple.

St. Therese was inspired in part by this line from scripture “Whoever is 
a little one, let him come to me” (Proverbs 9:4). She also felt closer to 
Jesus, particularly in His Passion, in contemplation of His Holy Face which 
strengthened her desire, born out of a loving humility, to do our Lord’s 
work “hidden” and “forgotten,” as she put it.

She composed this Holy Face Prayer for Sinners: Eternal Father, since Thou 
hast given me for my inheritance the Adorable Face of Thy Divine Son, I offer 
that face to Thee and I beg Thee, in exchange for this coin of infinite value, to 
forget the ingratitude of souls dedicated to Thee and to pardon all poor sinners.

Brief History of St. Therese Catholic Church
It can be said that about twenty-five pioneer families who had built their homes 
in an area about three miles southeast of Newport, KY, on the Alexandria 
turnpike, should be credited with the humble beginning of our city. The natural 
and beautiful surroundings of this section of Kentucky was destined to attract 
many families. On April 9, 1907, this area with its small cluster of homes was 
established by order of the Campbell County Clerk as the City of Southgate, KY.
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In 1927, the Catholic families that had been locating in Southgate wanted 
their own church and school. By the same token, the Bishop of Diocese, 
ever aware of the needs of his flock, purchased piece of property on 
Alexandria Pike, extending from Orchard Street to Temple Place. The 
purchase was made in August, 1927 and our parish had its beginning. A 
large building which had served as a night club known as “Old Heidelberg” 
was on the property. Work began to convert this building into a suitable 
place of worship and a parish school.

The Catholic families who wanted a church and school of their own 
welcomed the opportunity to work many and long hours to ready the old 
building for occupancy. On August 15, 1927, Bishop Howard canonically 
erected our parish – this was the great Feast of the Assumption of Our 
Lady. He appointed Monsignor Borgias Lehr the first pastor (1927-1957). 
Msgr. Lehr worked side by side with his parishioners to provide a sound 
foundation for the new parish to grow and develop.

On October 2, 1927, Bishop Howard dedicated the new St. Therese 
Church and School. By the time of the first anniversary of the parish was 
observed the growth of the parish had exceeded all expectations. On 
October 3, 1928, on the occasion of the first observance of the Feast of the 
Little Flower in the new church, Bishop Howard declared the new church 
a Diocesan Shrine of the Little Flower. There was inaugurated at this 
Diocesan Shrine a perpetual novena in honor of the Little Flower. Today, 
the novena is prayed each Tuesday after the 8:15 am Mass.

In 1936 the school required larger quarters and two new classrooms were 
added. The growth of the parish warranted the services of an assistant 
priest. In 1944, a new priests’ residence was secured at the corner of 
Alexandria Pike and Custis Avenue. It functioned as the rectory until the 
new church and rectory were built in 1964.

In 1951 Msgr. Lehr announced plans for the development of the future 
parish plant. The erection of the school-convent was the first project. It 
was dedicated on January 4, 1953. The old school was razed and a new 
front was built to the church.

On February 5, 1957, Msgr. Lehr was called to his eternal reward. 
Saddened parishioners and friends mourned his passing, but a grateful 
parish thanked God for the many years of his priestly service.
As with all families, when one era/generation ends another begins.

Fr. Paul Brinker (1957-1982) was named pastor by Bishop Mulloy. The parish 
continued to grow and develop under his fatherly guidance, which is evidenced 
by the construction of a new church and rectory which was dedicated on June 
7, 1964 by Bishop Ackerman. Fr. Brinker often said: We prayed to God asking 
for our new church and now we will pray to God in thanksgiving for it. Fr. Brinker 
died on December 27, 2008 and is buried in St. John Cemetery, Ft. Mitchell.
(The above information was adapted from the 1964 Dedication booklet.)
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Fr. Leroy Smith (1982-1991) was appointed pastor by Bishop Hughes. 
During this time a new gym was constructed in 1986. In 1982, the parish 
consisted of 500 households. In 1990, the parish grew to 900 households. 
Fr. Smith died on October 11, 2012.

Fr. Clarence Heitzman (1991-2018) was named pastor by Bishop Hughes. In 
1997, additional property (El Greco Restaurant) was purchased which allowed 
the construction of a new addition to the school which included five classrooms, 
a library and computer lab, as well as an addition to the school kitchen, and a 
new beverage center was added to the parish hall. Fr. Heitzman retired in June, 
2018 after 27 years of faithful and dedicated service. Fr. Heitzman died on June 
8, 2021 and is buried in St. John Cemetery, Ft. Mitchell.

Fr. Douglas Lauer (2018) was appointed our fifth pastor by Bishop Foys.

Parish Clergy
Fr. Douglas Lauer ....................................................lauerd@sainttherese.ws
Deacon Joseph McGraw ...................................... mcgrawj@sainttherese.ws
Deacon William Theis ............................................. theisb@sainttherese.ws

Parish Staff
Katie Boruske ......................................................................School Principal
 boruskek@sainttherese.ws
Paula Reed .......................................................................... Parish Secretary
 reedp@sainttherese.ws
Micaela Schmitz .................................................................... Music Director
 music@sainttherese.ws
Mary Elaine Wischer ........................................................... Parish Secretary
 wischerm@sainttherese.ws

Sean Duffy ...............................................................................Maintenance
Anne Stull ............................................................................. CCD Secretary

Parish Directory
Parish Office ................................................11 Temple Place ........ 441.1654
 fax .......................................................................................... 441.2395
 parishoffice@sainttherese.ws
School .................................................2516 Alexandria Pike ........ 441.0449
 fax .......................................................................................... 441.1742
 schooloffice@sainttherese.ws
Parish Hall/Cafeteria/Gym ..................2516 Alexandria Pike
Parish Undercroft ................... enter from Evergreen Avenue
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 Dobbling, Muehlenkamp-Erschell
Funeral Homes

Faithfully serving your families for generations
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Are you new to our Parish?
Welcome to St. Therese Parish! Our Guide Book provides a list of activities 
and organizations in which you are invited to become active. Please 
become an active parishioner by generously sharing your time, talent and 
treasure. Thanks for being a faithful steward of what God has given you! 
Also included is information about our parish’s ministries and outreach.

Committees & Ørganizations
Altar Society.................................................. Maureen Fogle ........ 781.2076
Athletic Club .............................................. Adam Ruschman ........ 628.8304
Bereavement Committee .................................... Mickey Hils . 513.478.8572
CCD Program ..........................................................Fr. Lauer ........ 441.1654
Choir ...........................................................Micaela Schmitz . 513.892.9248
Communications ........................................... Beverly Schalk . 513.448.8788
Education Council ....................................................pending ........ 441.1654
Extraordinary minister of Holy Communion ...Fred Espenscheid ... 441.5431
Finance Council .......................................... Mary Brunsman ........ 442.0024
Garden Club ..........................................................Pat Gulley ........ 441.6545
Gym Coordinator ............................................ Justin Bramel ........ 441.5877
Hall Rental ...............................................Mark & Lisa Watts ........ 512.1150
Holy Name Society .................................... Fred Espenscheid ........ 441.5431
Lector ..................................................................... Jeff Auer ........ 442.5017
Men’s Fellowship ...........................................Ron Bertsch, Jr ........ 431.2890
Message Board ......................................... Marilyn Goldstein ........ 441.9679
Mother’s Club ...........................................................pending ........ 441.0449
Parish Council ..........................................................pending ........ 441.1654
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults .......................Fr. Lauer ........ 441.1654
St. Vincent de Paul Society .............................. John Paolucci ........ 781.1980
Usher ................................................................ parish office ........ 441.1654
Virtus Coordinator .....................................Melissa Whitford ........ 441.0449

Sacraments
Sacrament of Baptism

Infant baptisms are celebrated on the second & fourth Sunday. Our 
parish clergy are in the rotation for baptisms. Thanks for calling the 
parish office to schedule a baptism. There is a preparation class for 
first time parents. Kindly call the parish office before your child is born 
to sign up for a class.

Sacrament of Confirmation
Administered by our Bishop, at a time designated by him, usually in 
November. Parishioners in the eighth grade are invited to be prepared 
to receive this Sacrament. Participation in our CCD Program or School 
is required.
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Sacrament of Eucharist
First Holy Communion is celebrated on the first weekend of May. 
Parishioners in the second grade are invited to prepare for their First 
Communion in our CCD Program. or School.
Holy Communion will be brought to the homebound of our parish on 
First Friday when possible. Please call the parish office for arrangements.

Sacrament of Holy Orders
Jesus chose the twelve apostles to continue his mission on earth. His 
mission continues today as a bishop is a successor of the apostles. Since 
a bishop cannot be in all places, he needs helpers (priests and deacons). 
The role of a bishop is to teach, govern and sanctify. A priest, in the 
bishop’s name, carries on these roles in each parish or community. If 
you sense you may be called to serve the Church as a deacon or priest, 
contact our Diocesan Vocation Promoter at 392.1500. Please pray for an 
increase of vocations to the diaconate and priesthood.

Sacrament of Marriage
Parishioners who intend to be married here are asked contact the 
parish office at least nine months in advance to place your date on 
the calendar. Also, please do not make any arrangements without first 
consulting the clergy member who is to perform the ceremony. Our 
parish has guidelines for marriage preparation and weddings to assist 
couples with some of the details.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Confessions are heard twenty minutes before each weekend Mass or 
call the parish office for an appointment.
First Reconciliation is usually celebrated in January. Second graders 
are prepared to receive this Sacrament through our CCD Program or 
School prior to receiving their First Holy Communion.

Sacrament of the Sick
Anointing of the Sick is celebrated at any time. In case of an 
emergency or before entering the hospital for surgery kindly call the 
parish office.

What is the purpose of a Parish?
It is important that we see our parish as a community of Christians 
who share a common faith, who gather to be nourished by Word and 
Sacrament, who encourage one another in their relationship with God, 
who strive to love their neighbor, who invite others to meet the Lord, and 
who make God’s kingdom more present in the world.
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Altar Server
Altar servers generally begin their serving “career” in the fifth grade. We 
strongly encourage that servers continue their career through high school 
as well. New server practice is normally held at the beginning of the school 
year. Please watch the bulletin for more information. Extra practices may 
be required for specific ceremonies in which servers are requested i.e., 
Confirmation, Holy Hour, Christmas, Easter, Feast Day, Forty Hours.

The altar server has a number of duties which include: assisting with the 
Missal; setting the altar, and after Mass preparing the vessels for the next 
Mass. They also carry candles, incense and the processional cross. Servers 
are to be sensitive to the way in which they can influence the atmosphere 
of prayer by their presence and demeanor in the sanctuary. They are to 
arrive fifteen minutes before Mass.

Altar Society
Origin: The Altar Society began in 1927, the same year as our parish, 

with the blessing of Fr. Lehr, our first pastor.

Purpose: To obtain altar linens, vestments, candles, flowers, and any 
special needs. To assist in the development of the spiritual life of 
parishioners. To promote interest among the ladies of St. Therese in 
parish affairs.

Membership: All ladies of our parish are invited to become a member. 
Dues are $5.00 per year.

Meetings: Held the first Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the parish 
undercroft. Our officers work hard to make your evening an enjoyable one.

Athletic Club
The Athletic Club is the sole financial sponsor of all the youth athletic 
programs of St. Therese School and Parish. The Club’s membership 
consists of parishioners and parents interested in making our sports 
programs the very best for our children. In addition to athletics, the Club 
also funds: the academic team, playground equipment, school book fees 
and maintenance of the all-purpose building. The funds needed to support 
these programs are generated through a number of fundraisers such as: 
golf outing and the Mustang Classic Basketball Tournament. Meetings 
are held on the first Wednesday of every month at 8:00 p.m. in the parish 
undercroft. Though it takes a lot of work to accomplish all of this, there is 
always a lot of fun too.
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Bereavement Committee
In April, 1986, two parishioners were asked to form a Bereavement 
Committee. Immediately we were apprehensive. On the one hand, we 
found that just offering a couple of cakes to a grieving family was just not 
quite enough, while on the other hand, consoling one’s loved ones seemed 
a bit scary. But this was a service that was desperately needed. When 
families are grieving, it is difficult to concentrate on the liturgy, choosing 
Scripture readings, or remembering songs they love or trying to find 
the right words for the petitions. Our most important gift to families in 
mourning is to learn to LISTEN to what is in their hearts. When the service 
is ended, we have been graciously thanked and our Committee members 
leave with a very warm feeling.

Buildings & Grounds Committee
If you have interest in planning for building and grounds work please contact 
the pastor. The Committee meets quarterly, often on Saturday morning.

Bulletin
Much of our parish’s activities and information is included in our Sunday 
bulletin. Please make every effort to read it each week. Bulletins can be 
found at each entrance. It may also be viewed on-line at www.sainttherese.
ws. To place news in the bulletin, send your information to the parish office 
by Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. for the upcoming Sunday bulletin. You can email 
information to bulletin@sainttherese.ws. The bulletin is supported by the 
advertisers on the back cover. Thanks for supporting their businesses.

CCD Program
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD) Program begins after Labor Day 
and is held on Wednesday from 6:30-7:45 p.m. in our school building. 
Children (grades 1 – 8) of our parish who do not attend a Catholic 
grade school are invited and encouraged to participate in our Program. 
Children in the second and eighth grades must attend CCD if they wish 
to participate in the Sacraments of First Reconciliation, Holy Communion 
and Confirmation at our parish. Our CCD Program is staffed by generous 
volunteer parishioners.

While parents are the primary educators of their children in the ways of 
faith, our parish provides this assistance in forming the minds, hearts and 
faith of your children in our Catholic way of life. Children learn most by 
what they hear their parents say and see their parents do. You are the role 
model of living and practicing the faith.
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Church Cleaners
Volunteers make up four teams of cleaners (one team for each week) 
who provide for the general cleaning of our church building. Each team 
receives a cleaning checklist. Two to three hours are needed each week 
to accomplish the checklist. To join a team, contact the parish office. New 
volunteer cleaners are always needed.

Communications
Our parish publishes a monthly newsletter named, Communications. It provides 
information from parish committees, organizations and other news, such as, 
the monthly Unsung Hero. The newsletter is inserted in the bulletin on the first 
Sunday of the month and can be found at the doors of the church. It can also 
be found on our website, www.sainttherese.ws. Please submit all information at 
communications@sainttherese.ws. For more information call Beverly Schalk at 
513.448.8788. The editor reserves to right to alter any submitted information. 
Our newsletter is printed free of charge, courtesy of Diocesan.

Cremation
In a new instruction from the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
the Church has affirmed its discipline about the burial of the deceased 
and the proper care of the ashes when a cremation has occurred. The 
document says: “By burying the bodies of the faithful, the Church confirms 
her faith in the resurrection of the body, and intends to show the great 
dignity of the human body as an integral part of the human person whose 
body forms part of their identity.”

When, however, for legitimate reasons, a cremation does take place, “the 
ashes of the faithful must be laid to rest in a sacred place,” normally a 
cemetery. The ashes cannot be divided among various family members, 
nor can they be scattered in the air, at sea or anywhere else. Finally, they 
cannot “be preserved in mementos, pieces of jewelry or other objects.”

Education Council
The Education Council helps to guide the educational programs of our parish. 
These include: adult education, CCD Program., RCIA, and St. Therese School. 
Meetings are held bi-monthly. Meetings are open to parishioners. To be added 
to the agenda, visitors must be approved by the chairperson or pastor.

Eucharistic Adoration
Each Friday parishioners are invited to spend time in prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. when the rosary is 
prayed and Benediction concludes the day of Adoration.
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Extraordinary Minister 
of Holy Communion

The Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion assists in distributing 
Holy Communion at weekday and Sunday Masses. FYI: The clergy are the 
ordinary ministers of Holy Communion. On Sunday, the EMHC also take 
Holy Communion to Catholic residents at Highlandsprings and to shut 
ins when requested. This ministry provides many of us the true feeling of 
being ministers of Christ.

EMHC are invited to attend the Closing of Forty Hours as this is the 
feast which clearly shows our love for the Body and Blood of Christ. 
Parishioners over the age of sixteen and have been Confirmed are invited 
to take part in this ministry. Diocesan and parish training and Virtus 
training are required for this ministry. If interested contact the parish 
office. A diocesan education session is often held in the Spring and Fall.

Fasting before receiving Holy Communion
The Code of Canon Law states: “one who is to receive the Most Holy 
Eucharist is to abstain from any food or drink, with the exception only 
of water and medicine, for at least the period of one hour before Holy 
Communion.” (Canon 919, par.1)

Fasting before receiving the Eucharist reminds us of the great difference 
between earthly food, which sustains only perishable life, and the food 
of the Eucharist, which is key for eternal life. By observing the fast we 
approach Communion with a physical and spiritual hunger.

Finance Council
The Finance Council is composed of parishioners who are appointed by 
the pastor. Members are usually skilled in business matters and are to be 
persons of great integrity. Members serve a three-year term, renewable for 
one additional term. By diocesan directives, one member is an ex-officio 
member of the Parish Pastoral Council. Also, one member of the Education 
Council is ex-officio. The Council meets quarterly on the second Thursday. 
Additional meetings may be called by the pastor.

The Finance Council’s responsibilities are to assist the pastor in planning 
and supervising the parish resources and preparing budgets. Council 
members also review, audit the parish accounts and sign the annual 
diocesan End of the Year Financial Report.
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Forty Hours Devotion
Our devotion to our Blessed Lord is lived out in a special way each 
year near October 1, the feast of St. Therese. Parishioners are given an 
opportunity to spend some time in Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament 
placed on the altar. Eucharistic Adoration begins on Friday, continues on 
Saturday, and the Solemn Closing is held on Sunday evening. Consult your 
bulletin for further information and schedule.

Four Last Things
The Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us that there are Four Last 
Things: Death, Judgment, Heaven & Hell.

Death: Remembering our mortality helps us to realize that we only have a 
limited time in which to bring our lives to fulfillment. #1007

Individual Judgment (at the moment of our death): Each man receives 
his eternal retribution in his immortal soul at the very moment of his 
death, in a particular judgment that refers his life to Christ: either 
entrance into the blessedness of heaven - through a purification or 
immediately, or immediate and everlasting damnation. At the evening 
of life, we shall be judged on our love. #1022

Heaven: Those who die in God’s grace and friendship and are perfectly 
purified live forever with Christ in Heaven. #1023

Purgatory: All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly 
purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but after death 
they undergo purification (Purgatory), so as to achieve the holiness 
necessary to enter the joy of heaven. #1030

Hell: We cannot be united with God unless we freely choose to love him. 
But we cannot love God if we sin gravely against him, against our 
neighbor or against ourselves. Jesus said: He who does not love remains 
in death (1 Jn 3:14). To die in mortal sin without repenting and 
accepting God’s merciful love means remaining separated from him 
forever by our own free choice. This state of definitive self-exclusion 
from communion with God and the blessed is called hell. #1033

Final Judgment (at the end of time): The Last Judgment will come when 
Christ returns in glory. The (bodily) resurrection of all the dead, of both the 
just and the unjust, will precede the Last Judgment. We will all stand before 
the Lord. The Last Judgment will reveal even to its furthest consequences:
• the good each person has done or failed to do during his earthly life;
• the ultimate meaning of the whole work of creation;
• the marvelous ways by which his Providence led everything towards 

its final end;
• that God’s justice triumphs over all the injustices committed by his 

creatures and
• that God’s love is stronger than death. #1010, #1041
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Mike Seals
Sealcoating

Sealcoating  Striping
Crack Filling  Blacktopping

H

H

H

317 Snow Shoe Drive | Southgate, KY 41071

Residential
Commercial

Mike Giesler
859-803-4338

(859) 393-0167
call or visit www.whitfordcontracting.com

for a free estimate
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Funeral
Our diocese promulgated Norms for Catholic Funeral Rites which became 
effective on November 30, 2014. Here are a few of the Norms to keep in 
mind when thinking about some of the arrangements concerning a funeral:

1) When the choice has been made to cremate a body, it is 
recommended that the cremation take place after the funeral 
liturgy followed by the proper disposition of the remains 
according to the norms of the church, that is, burial in a grave, or 
entombment in a mausoleum or columbarium. If cremation takes 
place before the Funeral Liturgy, a burial place must be established 
in order to celebrate the Funeral liturgy in a church.

2) It is recommended that the Vigil (wake) is the most appropriate 
time for members of the family and friends to share memories 
of the deceased or to pay tribute to the deceased through vocal 
remembrances, photographs, favorite songs, etc.

3) Non-liturgical or secular music is forbidden before or during the 
Funeral Rites, particularly in the church. Thus, such music as “Wind 
Beneath my Wings,” “From a Distance,” “Danny Boy,” etc., may 
not be used during the rites. The priest celebrant is to approve and 
authorize the use of proper liturgical music for all the Funeral Rites.

Garden Club
The Garden Club is one of the reasons why our parish and school grounds 
are so well maintained. All parishioners are invited to be a part of the 
Club. There is no age limit. This is an excellent and fun way for grade and 
high school students to receive community service hours. Just bring some 
gloves and hand tools. For more information contact Pat Gulley 441.6545.

Hall Rental
Two halls are available for rental. The parish hall (cafeteria) has a capacity 
of four hundred people. The parish undercroft has a capacity of one 
hundred people. For information call Mark & Lisa Watts 512.1150.

Holy Name Society
The Holy Name Society owes its origin to Pope Gregory X in the year 1274, 
who commanded the newly founded Dominican Order to teach greater 
devotion to the Holy Names of God and of Jesus Christ.

The Society meets every third Wednesday at 8:00 p.m. in the parish 
undercroft. We honor the Names of God and of Jesus Christ by prayer and 
reciting the Holy Name Pledge. We also support our parish and school. 
Members also actively perform maintenance and cleanup projects. All men 
of the parish and invited and encouraged to join our Society. It is a great 
opportunity to serve God and our parish.
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Lector
In addition to leading the rosary (twenty minutes) before Mass, the lector 
proclaims the Word of God to the faithful. We have reliable, talented and 
well-prepared lectors. Lectors should be sixteen years old and have been 
Confirmed. Diocesan and parish training and Virtus training are required 
for this ministry. If you are interested, contact the parish office. A diocesan 
education session is often held in the Spring and Fall.

Marriage
There is so much confusion about love and marriage in our society. There 
is so much confusion about love and marriage in our Church.
So here are ten things every Catholic should know about marriage. Every 
Catholic should know:

1.   Marriage is something given by God.
2.   A valid marriage is between one man and one woman.
3.   Marriage is a lifetime commitment.
4.    For a marriage to be valid the man and woman must both be free to marry.
5.   For a marriage to be valid the man and woman must understand the 

nature of marriage and make their vows with full and willing consent.
6.   For a marriage to be valid for a Catholic, other obligations must be 

fulfilled such as marriage preparation and dispensations if necessary.
7.   A decree of nullity is not a “Catholic divorce.”
8.    A decree of nullity has nothing to do with the quality of the relationship.
9.   For Catholics marriage is a Sacrament.
10. Marriage is part of the mystery of Christ and his Church.       
      by Fr. Dwight Longenecker

Marriage Preparation
Information about Marriage Preparation Programs can be found at 
www.covdio.org/catechesis-formation. Under “Quick Links” select 
“Programs for Engaged Couples”. All programs are offered regularly. It 
is important that engaged couples register for these programs at least 2 
to 3 months prior to the program dates (generally 9-12 months before 
the wedding date). It is advisable for couples to attend the Marriage 
Preparation Program before attending the Natural Family Planning 
(NFP) course.

Mass Intentions
We are reminded in the Book of Maccabees that “it is a holy and pious 
thought” (2 Macc. 12:44) to pray for the dead. All the dead need our prayers 
and to have a Mass said for a deceased loved one is a great act of love on 
our part. The merits obtained by Jesus Christ in His suffering, death and 
resurrection are applied to the person the Mass is offered, for his/her eternal 
salvation. Contact the parish office to have Masses offered for your intentions.
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Memorials
When a loved one dies often times a family will suggest one or more 
memorials in his/her memory. This is one way of identifying the charitable 
interests of the deceased or the family. Our parish has several ministries 
which you may wish to consider as memorials:

• Bereavement Committee (assists with families who have lost a loved one)
• Building Fund (assists with building maintenance and projects)
• Tuition Assistance (provides families with tuition assistance to St. 

Therese School)
• St. Therese Parish (funds to operate the parish)
• St. Therese School (funds to operate the school)

Men’s Fellowship
We invite all men of the parish to join us on the first and third Saturdays at 7:00 
a.m. in the undercroft. Breakfast and coffee are provided. We pray for loved 
ones and friends in need, we share experiences in dealing with life’s challenges 
and we support each other in our attempts to deepen our faith and relationship 
with the Lord. We read the Scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday, 
comment on the readings, have time for announcements and business.

Men’s Retreat
St. Therese conducts its annual men’s retreat in October/November at 
St. Anne Retreat Center, Melbourne, KY, a ministry of the Diocese of 
Covington. The retreat is a long-standing tradition at St. Therese and there 
are a core group of men who attend the retreat every year. The retreat 
provides an encounter with Jesus and allows those who participate time 
to leave the hustle and bustle of everyday life and to reflect and listen to 
what God is saying to them. The retreat grounds provide a serene place 
for some quiet and personal reflection. A retreat fee covers expenses which 
include two nights lodging, meals and a retreat director. The retreat begins 
Friday at 7:00 p.m. and concludes with Mass on Sunday at 11:00 a.m..

Monthly Calendar
On the last Sunday, a calendar for the coming month is inserted in the 
Sunday bulletin. All information must be in the parish office by the 
twentieth of each month.
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Mother’s Club
A social and fundraising organization of St. Therese School the Club is 
responsible for providing funds for the upkeep and replacement of small 
cafeteria equipment and sponsoring programs concerning the well-being 
of our school children. While the name suggests this is a “mother’s only” 
organization, any parent/guardian is encouraged to join.

Mother’s Club oversees the room mothers, handles many fund-raisers such 
as the Walk-a-thon, Market Day and Spring Social, and also lends support 
at various parish fundraisers. An outstanding group of volunteers generally 
meet on the fourth Tuesday at 8:00 p.m. in the parish undercroft.

Øpportunities for Life
Is a non-profit organization whose mission is to offer non-judgmental and 
confidential support to women experiencing an unplanned pregnancy and 
help them recognize the many opportunities and resources that exist for 
those who choose life.

Opportunities for Life consultants help young women find answers to their 
many questions about abortion, pregnancy tests, STDs, adoption, parenting, 
medical referrals, housing, and other issues. Their goal is to help women 
gather information and explore the many options that are available, so that 
they may make an informed decision. Their toll-free number, 1.800.822.5824, 
is available to callers 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Parish Council
Our Parish Council provides advice and counsel to the pastor. Each year 
three new members, appointed by the pastor, join the Council for a three-
year term. The Council meets bi-monthly on the second Wednesday at 
7:30 p.m. Meetings are open to parishioners. To be added to the agenda, 
visitors must be approved and invited by the chairperson or pastor.

Parish Weekly Raffle
One of the important parish fundraisers is our Weekly Raffle. Tickets are 
$50 per year. Each ticket provides the buyer to win one of three prizes: 
two $100 winners and one $50 winner which are drawn at 9:00 a.m. each 
Friday in the parish office. Winning tickets are placed back in the hopper 
for all weekly drawings. The raffle year begins in October. For more 
information contact the parish office.
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Prayer Intention Book
This Intention Book can be found on a lectern in the vestibule, near 
the main doors. This Book records the intentions, petitions, and prayer 
requests for the sick, the homebound, the suffering, the local and universal 
Church, the needs of the world and anyone else in need of prayer. You are 
invited to add your prayer intentions. Remember, there is power in prayer. 
As Jesus said, If two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be 
done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in 
my name, I am there among them (Matthew 18: 19–20).

Precepts of the Church
The five precepts of the Church are meant to guarantee for the faithful 
the indispensable minimum in the spirit of prayer, the sacramental life, 
moral commitment and growth in love of God and neighbor. From the 
Compendium Catechism of the Catholic Church #431.

The five precepts are:
1. to attend Mass on Sunday and other days of obligation and 

to refrain from work and activities which could impede the 
sanctification of those days;

2. to confess one’s sins, receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation at 
least once each year;

3. to receive the sacrament of the Eucharist at least during the Easter season;
4. to abstain from eating meat and to observe the days of fasting 

established by the Church;
5. to help to provide for the material needs of the Church, each 

according to his own ability.

Using these precepts, we recognize a parishioner’s relationship with a 
parish can be described as either active or inactive. An active parishioner 
fulfills the precepts of the Church. Two of the precepts can be verified. This 
verification takes the form of an offertory envelope in the collection. FYI: 
our parish has almost 700 households who receive offertory envelopes. 
Less than 300 of these households make contributions.

The best way to maintain, develop and strengthen our relationship with God 
and our parish is to attend Mass every Sunday and holy day of obligation. 
Starting your week with Mass is a recognition that we put God first and it 
provides a way for us to be filled with Christ’s love and very presence in the 
Eucharist. Attending and participating in Mass demonstrates a commitment to 
be in relationship with God, as we do this in memory of Him.
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Pro-Life Committee
This Committee provides awareness of Pro-Life issues and needs to 
parishioners and we recruit volunteers to help meet these needs. The parish 
coordinator is also the liaison between the Diocesan Pro-Life Commission 
and the parish in implementing the Pastoral Plan of Pro-Life Activities for 
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. The parish coordinator 
works with the Diocesan Pro-Life coordinator to implement the activities and 
directives of the Pro-Life Commission as they relate to our parish community.

Project Rachel
The grief over an abortion experience is often so deep that it seems to be 
silent. Women and men may bear this burden for years thinking that there 
is no hope of forgiveness or peace. Project Rachel offers hope, help and 
healing to anyone who is suffering because of an abortion experience. Call 
our Confidential Helpline at 392.1547 or email projectrachel@covdio.org

Reception of Holy Communion
As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist when 
we receive Holy Communion. We are encouraged to receive Communion 
devoutly and frequently. In order to be properly disposed to receive 
Communion, participants should not be conscious of grave sin and 
normally should have fasted for one hour.

A person who is conscious of grave sin is not to receive the Body and Blood 
of the Lord with prior sacramental confession except for grave reason where 
there is no opportunity for confession. In this case, the person is to be mindful 
of the obligation to make an act of perfect contrition, including the intention 
of confessing as soon as possible. (Code of Canon Law, canon 916). A frequent 
reception of the Sacrament of Penance is encouraged for all.

fyi: if your marriage is not recognized by the Church, i.e. it is not recorded 
in a parish’s Marriage Register, you must have your marriage validated 
before you are permitted to receive Holy Communion. Please contact the 
pastor to have your marriage validated.

Religious Education
All Catholic parents have a sacred obligation to raise their children in the 
Catholic faith. This includes ensuring that they are enrolled in a religious 
education program that will teach and form them in the ways and 
teachings of the Catholic faith.

At St. Therese we are blessed to have a Catholic School and a CCD Program.

Registration for our School begins in February. Forms can be obtained from 
the school office.

Registration for our CCD Program begins in May. Forms can be found in 
the vestibule or on our website.
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Reporting Misconduct
Anyone who has experienced sexual misconduct by a cleric, employee or 
volunteer of the Diocese of Covington is asked to contact the diocesan 
victims’ assistance coordinator at 392.1515. Professional assistance and 
pastoral support will be provided in confidentiality and with respect. 
A copy of the “Diocesan Policies and Procedures for Addressing Sexual 
Misconduct” is available by contacting the Chancery at 392.1510 or 
visiting www.covdio.org and going to “Sexual Misconduct Policy.”

Retrouvaille
If your marriage needs help … Retrouvaille … a lifeline

Is your marriage going down the right road, or is it a little off track? Life 
can be difficult, and so can the challenges you face in marriage. Does the 
distance between you seem wide?

Have you or your spouse become unloving or uncaring?
Are you already separated or divorced or even thinking about it? Looking 
for a better way?

Retrouvaille can help and offer hope for a better relationship. It is a 
confidential peer ministry of volunteer couples that can help you learn the 
tools of healthy communication, build intimacy and healing, just as they 
have done in their own marriages.

Retrouvaille is Christian-based, and Catholic in origin, but welcomes couples 
of all faiths as well as non-religious couples. Retrouvaille can help get your 
relationship back on tract. No couple is ever denied the chance to heal 
and renew their marriage because they face financial difficulties. For more 
information contact www.cincyretrouvaille.org, www.retrouvaille.org, 
www.helpourmarriage.org or call 513.456.5413.

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) recognizes that conversion, the 
coming to faith, is an on-going process. While it is a life-long journey there are 
significant events which, when reflected upon, become experiences of grace 
and growth. Prayer and study are part of the weekly meetings. The RCIA is 
usually held from September to May and spans several liturgical seasons.

After hearing the mystery of Christ proclaimed, consciously and freely seeking 
the living God and entering the way of faith and conversion as the Holy 
Spirit opens their hearts, adults are invited to consider becoming a member 
of God’s family, the Church. By God’s help participants are strengthened 
spiritually during their formation. At the Easter Vigil the Catechumen receives 
the Sacraments of Initiation, namely, Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist. 
Candidates are received into the Church and are Confirmed and receive the 
Eucharist. Please contact the parish office for more information.
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Sacristan
There is much more than meets the eye “behind the scenes” at Mass. 
Most parishioners are unaware of all the work that goes on to prepare for 
Mass and the proper functioning of the sanctuary and sacristy. Volunteer 
sacristans have a number of tasks which include: seeing that vestments 
and server’s albs are in good order and repair; keeping an inventory of 
altar candles and vigil lights so that they are ordered on time; cleaning 
and filling the holy water fonts; polishing the sacred vessels; decorating 
the church for Christmas, Easter and other special occasions. We are very 
grateful to all who have a hand “behind the scenes.”

Six Tips for a Better Confession
1) focus on what’s most important;
2) names are important, name it reconciliation;
3) know what the sacrament provides;
4) talk about sin – not just guilt;
5) examine your life in the light of the word of God;
6) be open to receiving the gift of mercy and peace.

St. Therese School
Our school serves children in pre-k through grade 8 and is dedicated 
to the religious, academic, social, psychological, cultural, and physical 
development of each individual. St. Therese School provides instruction 
and opportunities in a Catholic community for students to embrace the 
Gospel, achieve academic excellence and make a positive difference in the 
world. Our school is supported by the stewardship of our parishioners and 
tuition. No Catholic child will be denied enrollment in our school because 
of an inability to pay tuition. Tuition assistance is provided.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Our Conference is a member of the NKY St. Vincent de Paul Society 
District Council. It was formed in 1958 by Rev. Paul Brinker and four 
other concerned individuals who noticed how some people in our area 
needed assistance. We have had many kind and sincere presidents and 
members since that time. Parishioners are invited to bring canned goods 
and monetary offerings to the Thanksgiving Eve Mass. Parishioners are 
also invited to bring specific items each month and leave them near the 
restroom in the vestibule. If you are in dire need of help with utilities, rent, 
clothing or food, call the District Office at 341.3212.
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Subjects for Daily Meditation
Remember Christian soul, that you have this day and every day of your life:

• God to glorify. Jesus to imitate. The Angels and Saints to invoke. A 
soul to save. A body to mortify. Sins to expiate. Virtues to acquire.

• Hell to avoid. Heaven to gain. Eternity to prepare for. Time to profit 
by. Neighbors to edify. The world to despise. Devils to combat. 
Passions to subdue.

• Death perhaps to suffer, and Judgment to undergo.

Summer Festival
In June on Father’s Day weekend we host our Annual Summer Festival. 
The festival is one our large fundraisers. It requires much planning and the 
effort and support of many parishioners and family members. All aspects 
of the festival are managed by a volunteer chairperson and team. Consider 
being a part of this fun activity and meeting other parishioners.

Usher
The ministry of an usher consists of: greeting parishioners; assisting 
people to find a seat when Mass is crowded; inviting parishioners to bring 
forward the gifts in the offertory procession; passing the basket for the 
collection which provides the financial support our parish and school. 
Virtus training is required for this ministry.

Virtus Volunteer, 
Creating a Safe Environment

As individuals and as a community of faith we have a responsibility to 
create and maintain a safe environment for children, young and vulnerable 
people. The following describes our diocesan and parish efforts to create a 
safe environment.

Any adult (over 18 years of age) who volunteers (even one time a year) for 
our ccd, parish or school must be a Virtus trained volunteer. Throughout the 
year there are opportunities to participate in a Virtus training session. This 
information can be found in our diocesan newspaper, The Messenger.
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To become a Virtus trained volunteer you must:
1) complete a Volunteer Application and return it to the parish office 

or school office;
2) read the 2019 Edition of the Policies and Procedures for Addressing 

Sexual Misconduct for the Diocese of Covington;
3) complete the 2019 Edition Acceptance Form and return it the parish 

or school office;
4) register online for a live Virtus training class at www.virtus.org and 

conduct an online criminal background check.

Each volunteer maintains their active volunteer status by completing their 
on-line monthly training bulletins.

For a Volunteer Application or for more information contact our Virtus 
coordinator at the school office 441.0449.

100 years from now
Would someone reading your will be able to tell that you were a Christian? 
If there is any writing that would indicate what the most important things 
in our lives are, it most certainly should be our Last Will and Testament.

In it, we would naturally expect to find mentioned those people - family 
or friends - who for whatever reasons were the most significant people on 
earth to us.

We would likewise expect to find mentioned any institution or organization 
that was especially significant or important to us in some way.

For a Christian, it would seem certain that the Church and her ministries 
would be on our special list. If not, something must have gone wrong 
somewhere, or maybe we just didn’t think about it. Whatever the case, 
now would be a good time to think about it.

For information regarding bequests to St. Therese please contact:
Diocesan Office of Stewardship & Mission Services
Catholic Diocese of Covington
1125 Madison Ave, Covington, KY 41011-3115
Phone 392.1540

F.Y.I. In the past our parish has benefitted much by being included in the 
last will and testament of parishioners. These estates have been used 
for building projects, repairs and supporting our school. Please consider 
leaving your legacy to St. Therese Church.


