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First Presbyterian Church
805 Western Avenue, Joliet, IL 60435

815-727-9259
Fax 815-727-9348

www.firstpresjoliet.org
office@firstpresjoliet.org

Dear Friends,

No one ever would have predicted a global pandemic and all the changes 
that it would bring to the world. However, because of the pandemic, over 
the past year and a half we have learned many things.

We have learned that sometimes our plans have to be changed. We have 
learned to adapt. We have learned to be flexible. We have learned to be 
creative. We have learned to be patient. We have learned how to do new 
things. We have learned new ways to look out for another. We have learned 
that God’s people can still make a difference in the lives of others. But most 
importantly, we have learned that even when life brings unexpected change, 
our God is unchanging. God is still at work in the world and in each one of us. 
By placing our trust and hope in Him, we can rest easily, assured that He will 
give us all that we need each and every day. Amen!

This Directory is published at no cost to our Church because of all those 
who have graciously placed an advertisement within its pages. We offer 
our thanks to each one of them.

In Christ,

The First Pres. Staff
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Vision Statement
Every Person Serving Jesus Christ

Mission Statement
The people of First Presbyterian Church are called to be

Servants of Jesus Christ. With the guidance and inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, we seek the vision and courage to minister to one another,

to our community, and to our world. In response to God’s grace,
we show our commitment to love and service through our Ministry Plan.

Ministry Plan and
“Five Practices of a Fruitful 

Congregation”
Our Ministry and Mission Plan was guided by using the “Five Practices of 
a Fruitful Congregation” theological model by Robert Schnase to help us 
focus on what it means to be a Servant of Jesus Christ in ministry to one 
another, to our community, and to our world. We invited the congregation to 
consider what the “Five Practices” look like at First Pres: Radical Hospitality, 
Passionate Worship, Intentional Faith Development, Risk-Taking Mission and 
Service, and Extravagant Hospitality.

Servant Values
Joyfully serving Jesus Christ in love, our lives of faith are
developed and our mission tangibly expressed through

embracing and practicing our servant values.
Our eight servant values are easily remembered using the acronym 

S.E.R.V.A.N.T.S.
As Servants of Jesus Christ, we are called by Christ and so seek to live by 

these values:

•  Spirit-Filled
•  Empathy
•  Renewal
•  Visibly Seeking Out
•  All Together
•  Nearing God
•  Teaching
•  Submission
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Current Leadership
As servants of Jesus Christ, Jesus is our leader. We draw our leadership 
from following Him. Our leadership receives empowerment and direction 
from His Word and Spirit.

Staff
Interim Senior Pastor ....................................................... Search in Progress

Associate Pastor Children and Family Ministry ............................. Bo Mircea
 bo.mircea@firstpresjoliet.org

Administrative Ministry Assistant ....................................................Jen Gabl
 jen.gabl@firstpresjoliet.org

Outreach Ministry Assistant .................................................... Ellen Kientop
 ellen.kientop@firstpresjoliet.org

Sexton .............................................................................................Jodi Viol

Organist ...........................................................................Beverly Adelmann

Choirmaster ..........................................................................Kenneth Myers
 ken.myers@firstpresjoliet.org

Director of Handbell Choir ................................................. James Brownold

Contemporary Worship Leader ............................................ Kristina Wilson
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Session

Deacons

Church Growth Council
Bob Rudisill
Jasmine Keir
Carol Morrison

Education Council
Jeff Pritz
Laura Pritz
Bob Becker
Megan Pritz
Kendra Albers
Ken Graham

Human Resources Council
Reed Mott

Mission Council
Lisa Kasper
Emmie Ostrem
Sue Fordyce

Parish Council
Mike House
Dale Endres
Kris Hayden
Jon Belfield

Stewardship Council
Jim Huey
Gregg Kessling
Ed Schultz

Worship Council
Sarah Lundeen
Tandy Penhale
Carrie Kapral

Clerk of Session
Sandi Zang

Assistant Clerk of Session
Chris Wise

Day Deacons

 Class of 2022
Judy Bartels
Jen Gabl
Diane Milosevich
Joe Milosevich

 Class of 2023
John Savage

Night Deacons  

 Class of 2021
Colin Becker (Youth)
Hunter Belfield (Youth)
Jon Belfield
Allen Brooks
Mark Fumagalli

 Class of 2022
Jen Beck
Lisa Haldorson
Pat Haldorson
Laura House
Barb Rodgers
Ed Schultz

 Class of 2023
Sue Fordyce
Estella Jurkovich
Jasmine Keir
Misti Lakin
Mark Morrison
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844844--820820--11371137
Call Today for a FREE ESTIMATE

LeafGuard is guaranteed never
to clog as long as you own your
home or we’ll clean it for FREE

Eliminates the risk of
falling off  the ladder to
clean clogged gutters

Durable, all-weather tested system–not a fl imsy attachment

Seamless, one-piece system keeps
out leaves, pine needles and debris!

with free in-home estimate 

$25
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 
gift card. Retail value is $25. Off er sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company 
procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection.  This off er is valid for homeowners over 18 years 
of age.  If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete 
presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally 
able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this off er: employees of Company 
or affi  liated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company 
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not 
be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value 
if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via fi rst class United States Mail or e-mailed 
within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount
of any kind. Off er not sponsored or promoted by Amazon and is subject to change without notice prior 
to reservation. Expires 8/30/22.

AMAZON GIFT CARD

$99 DOWN

$99 PER MONTH

$99 INSTALLATION
This promotion assumes an estimated job cost of $7883. The advertised payment of $99 a month is an 
estimate only, and assumes that third-party fi nancing is available for new customers at an estimated 9.99%
annual percentage rate for 132 months. Promotion available to qualifi ed buyers on approved credit with 
$99 down payment. Not all buyers will qualify. Higher annual percentage rates apply for buyers with lower credit
ratings. LeafGuard is neither a broker nor a lender.  Financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffi  liated 
with LeafGuard, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, all 
of which are subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of fi nance documents. Any fi nance 
terms advertised are estimates only. LeafGuard does not assist with, counsel or negotiate fi nancing, other 
than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in fi nancing its customers. Expires 8/30/22.

Family Owned and Operated Since 1926
• Memorial Services • On-Site Crematory • Veterans’ Services
• Preplanning & Funding • Traditional Funeral Services 
• Cremation & Cremation Services
• Non-Denominational - Joliet’s Only Funeral Home 
                                               with a Formal Chapel

Michael A. Sayles
Owner/Funeral Director

Marysue Reardon
Funeral Director

Richard J. Tapella
Funeral Director

Visit with our experienced team of Funeral Directors & Planners

2320 Black Road
Joliet, IL 60435

(815) 744-0022
www.CHSFUNERAL.com
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Ministry to One Another
As servants of Jesus Christ, we are called to grow in maturity through 
living in love and unity with one another. To this end, our servant values 
work themselves out in our ministry to one another in the following ways:

Worship & Spiritual Growth
Sunday

• We worship together at 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary. 
Online worship services are available at any time on our website 
as well as on YouTube.

• Children’s Worship (K-5th Graders) meets at 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
during the school year.

• Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month at both 
worship services and at special worship services throughout the year.

• Jr. High and Sr. High School Students meet for Wildfire Youth 
Group at 6:00 p.m.

• Adult spiritual growth classes meet at various times in various rooms.

Wednesday
• Our Mid-Week Family Program meets from 5:30 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. 

(Sept.-April) with opportunities to come together as a church 
family and share the evening meal together as well as grow 
through learning opportunities for all age groups.

Liturgical & Holiday Services
• Special worship services are held during the seasons of Lent 

and Advent, during Thanksgiving week, and on Christmas Eve. 
Childcare is provided.

Ministry of Music
As servants of Jesus Christ, we believe we are called to praise God in song and 
music, whether instrumental or vocal, traditional or contemporary, providing 
a powerful expression of our faith. If you would like to get involved in the 
ministry of music, contact the director of each group listed below.

Chancel Choir - Chancel Choir provides music for the Traditional/
Blended service on Sunday morning and occasionally for the 
Contemporary service. They also provide special music during the 
special seasons of the church year. Singers high school age and 
older are welcome to join the choir, which is directed by Ken Myers, 
Choirmaster. Rehearsals are Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Women’s Chorus - Our women come together to prepare anthems on 
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. 2-3 weeks prior to their Sunday 
performances several times throughout the year. This group is directed 
by Ken Myers, Choirmaster.
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David Andrew June - Church Member
Ford Chester June, III - Church Member

Steven J. Prodehl
John C. Renzi

Jennifer M. Lynch
Marilyn L. Wysocki
Edward J. Oedzes

1861 Black Rd.
Joliet, IL 60435
815/725-8000

815/725-6126 (fax)

www.JPRLaw.net

Kathryn A. Giegerich             Brian J. Giegerich    Rayna J. Brophy 
      Funeral Director                                   Funeral Director                       Funeral Director  
             Owner   Owner   Preneed Specialist 

Proudly serving the community 
and  

First Presbyterian Church 

Celebrating Life  
Full service funerals, cremations,  
preplanning, and Grief Recovery®  
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Men’s Chorus - Our men come together to prepare anthems on 
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. 2-3 weeks prior to their Sunday 
performances several times throughout the year. This group is directed 
by Ken Myers, Choirmaster.

Glory Ringers - This choir welcomes people with some musical experience 
who would enjoy handbell ringing. The ringers practice on Monday 
evenings at 7:00 p.m. The group provides music at two of the traditional/
blended services each month and is directed by James Brownold.

Worship Band - This group of singers and musicians support our 
Contemporary Service at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. Singers, 
keyboard players, guitarists, bassists, etc. are welcome to join this 
group headed by Contemporary Worship Leader Kristina Wilson.

Instrumentalists - We are always looking for instrumentalists for 
special occasions and small ensembles throughout the year. If you are 
interested in this area of ministry, contact Ken Myers, Choirmaster.

Children’s Programs
As servants of Jesus Christ, we love children. Jesus said, “Let the little 
children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these 
that the kingdom of heaven belongs” (Matthew 19:14). Our children’s 
programs seek to enable children to come and know Jesus. If you 
would like to get involved with children’s ministry, contact Bo Mircea at 
bo.mircea@firstpresjoliet.org.

Children’s Worship
We offer a special worship (Sunday School) program for children in 
preschool-5th grade during our regular worship services. Children in 
kindergarten-5th grade learn about both the church and its liturgy and 
popular Bible stories and love this hour of worship. We always have nursery 
care available during the Sunday services for the little ones ages 2 and under.

Midweek Family Night
The purpose of this program is to offer worthwhile study, wholesome 
recreation, opportunities for service in the music program, and the 
opportunity to experience true Christian fellowship. We meet every 
Wednesday during the school year (September-April) from 5:30 p.m. to 
7:15 p.m., starting with a family style dinner for everyone. After dinner, 
kids programming includes music, gym, crafts and Bible lessons that center 
around building character and helping them thrive in today’s world. 

6th-12th graders have time together for fellowship, fun and Bible study. 
Adults are offered various Bible study/discussion groups to attend as well, 
so Wednesdays are indeed a night for everyone to grow their faith.
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181 N. Hammes Avenue   Joliet, Illinois
815-729-0300 | www.lawlucas.com

Tim Barker • Ed Schultz • Don DeGeus • Klint DeGeus • Tyler Barker • Loren Burkey

Evidence-based psychological
services for children, adolescents,

adults, couples and families

Services available in individual and 
group formats in English & Spanish

Locations in Joliet, New Lenox and 
Homewood

Accepts private insurance and
Medicaid, and off ers a sliding scale, 

self-pay option

For more information:
(815) 722-4384

www.trinityservices.org
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Youth Ministry
“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an 
example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, and in 
purity.” 1 Timothy 4:12

Youth Ministry is an ever growing field. As the world brings forth old 
temptations in new masks, we change and adapt with our kids to bring them 
the never changing Good News. At Wildfire Youth Group we aim to be a 
community of teens who are committed to growing through relationships with 
God and each other. We have some scheduled programs to help build stability 
and ensure grounds to build interpersonal relationships:

Wednesday Nights:
During Family Midweek teens are invited to attend a Bible study 
structured just for them. The topics of the study can range from 
writings of C.S. Lewis to exploring the Bible with fresh eyes and 
personal perspective.

Sunday Nights:
On Sunday nights we meet from 6:00-7:30 p.m. to discuss God’s 
Word, hear live testimonials, learn about serving our community, learn 
the value of fellowship, and we always make room for play.

Mission Trips:
The world can be a chaotic place, especially for teens. Every year the 
Sr. High students embark on a week-long mission trip away from home 
while the Jr. High students take part in a local missions, serving in the 
Joliet area.

Small Group Opportunities
Bible Study Groups

Women’s Bible Study - Meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. 
in the leader’s home.

Lunchtime Discussion Group - Bring your lunch on Tuesdays at noon 
and join in on a variety of discussions…all of them biblical in 
nature but focused on building our relationships with each other 
and, most importantly, Jesus.

Fellowship Groups
Dinner Out Group - Meets on the 3rd Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. at a 
restaurant to enjoy fellowship while dining out together.

Quilt Group - This group meets the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 
in Room 210 to learn different quilting techniques and to create beautiful 
quilts while building friendships.
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Honoring Tradition, Celebrating Life, and Serving the Community Since 1908.
1211 Plainfi eld Road Joliet, Illinois 60435

www.tezakfuneralhome.com • (815) 722-0524

Celebrating 33 YearsCelebrating 33 Years

The Jacob Henry
 Mansion Estate

www.jacobhenrymansion.com

(815) 722-1420

J.D. BROWN & CO.
SERVING WILL COUNTY SINCE 1844

Pharmacy / Medical Supplies
837 PLAINFIELD ROAD • JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60435

815-723-0611• www.jdbrownpharmacy.com

Church Benefactors
Labo’s Flowers & Gifts

Barbara Bracken - Owner
1601 W. Jefferson • Joliet, 60435

www.labosflowers.com
(815) 729-1215
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Men’s Groups
C4 - a men’s discipleship group focused on building relationships…
relationships with Jesus Christ and relationships with other men in the 
church grounded in Bible study and prayer. We meet on Wednesday 
evenings as part of the Mid-week Family Night at 6:30 p.m. and 
selected evenings during the summer months.

Men’s Breakfast - All men are invited to breakfast at 7:30 a.m. on the 
1st Friday of the month at the Old Fashioned Pancake House, located 
at 2202 W. Jefferson St., Joliet, in the Marycrest Shopping Center.

Men’s Dinner - All men are invited to fellowship together at 6:00 p.m. 
on the 4th Friday of the month, typically at a local area restaurant or 
in someone’s home for a potluck dinner.

Women’s Groups
Mary Circle - Meets on the 2nd Thursday of the month (except July 

and August) in the Fireside Room at 12:00 p.m. for a sack lunch, 
12:30 for dessert, meeting and Bible Study.

Thursday Morning Circle - Meets on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 
church in the Fireside Room at 9:15 a.m. for Bible Study.

Project Linus - This group meets the 4th Monday of the month in 
Hoffman Hall to make blankets for area children in need.

Prayer Groups
Pat’s Prayer Circle - Prays weekly for those in the hospital and for 

requested prayer needs.

Centering Prayer - It is well known that meditation, or mindfulness, 
can be very beneficial to us spiritually, mentally and physically. 
Centering Prayer is a type of meditation in the Christian tradition. 
It follows the scripture, “Be still, and know that I am God.” 
Everyone is welcome to attend. For more information, please call 
Chuck at 815-729-4532.

Support Groups
Stephen Ministry - Members of our congregation who receive special 

training provide one-to-one Christian care to people in our 
congregation and community experiencing challenges in life – 
grief, loneliness, divorce, hospitalization, disability, job loss and 
many other life difficulties. They listen, care, encourage, and 
provide emotional and spiritual support for people going through 
a crisis or a difficult time. Contact Kris at 815-727-9259 x 209 or 
stephenministry@firstpresjoliet.org

If you would like to begin a small group or become involved with a small 
group and need help finding a group that fits you, please contact the 
church office.
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Ministry to Our Community
Jesus commands us to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, shelter the 
homeless, give drink to the thirsty, invite the stranger, visit the imprisoned, 
and comfort the sick (Matthew 25). Our servant values actively and/or 
financially minister to our community in the following ways:

Night Deacons’ Food Ministry
The Night Deacons work to provide food several times each year in 
many different forms to those less fortunate and struggling with daily 
life. Examples include partnering with St. John Lutheran and their 
Mobile Food Pantry, serving a free pancake breakfast the first Saturday 
of every month, collecting items for the homeless and serving free 
summer lunches for school-aged children.

Micro Pantry
Located just outside our Western Avenue entrance, this resource has a 
“take what you need, leave what you can” policy to allow anonymous 
food pick up for those in need in our immediate area.

Bags of Love
Donations of canned goods and toiletries are collected and bagged, then 
distributed to the homeless in partnership with MorningStar Mission.

MorningStar Mission
A local agency that helps relieve spiritual and physical hunger by 
providing food for the hungry, clothing for the needy, shelter for the 
homeless, and the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all.

Will-Grundy Medical Clinic
Free health clinic, providing medical and dental services to 
low-income, uninsured individuals.

Habitat for Humanity
This organization helps people build their own homes and a bright future.

Daybreak Center
 Emergency housing and supportive services to individuals and families 
who are homeless

Groundwork
Provides shelter, counseling, educational programs and advocacy for 
victims of domestic violence

Salvation Army
Using hope, love and compassion to meet community needs

Lamb’s Fold
Serves homeless and abused women and children by providing them 
with community-based supportive housing, recovery services, and 
assisting them to achieve self-sufficiency
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AGAPE Missions, Inc.
Provides social services (housing, counseling, testing and education) 
to formerly incarcerated individuals and those affected by HIV/AIDS.

Meals on Wheels
Provides meals to shut-in people seniors in the community.

Ministry to Our World
Jesus commissions us to go to all nations and make servants of all people. 
We are committed to fulfilling this Great Commission (Matthew 28). Our 
servant values work themselves out through ministry to our world in the 
following ways:

• Financially supporting Presbyterian Missions through per capita 
payments and special offerings

• Financially supporting special mission projects
• Providing mission trip opportunities for both youth and adult
• Expanding opportunities for the congregation to participate in 

mission work
• Supporting three students at Angel House Orphanage and 

Secondary School in Tanzania


