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MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Parish of St. James

are a family of faith
who worship together
and serve God’s people 

through works of
compassion, education,

peace and justice.
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ST. JAMES PARISH STAFF
Rev. Leonard Jacobs ............................................................................Pastor
Kim Carlson ...........................................................Parish Business Manager
Bill Dean ...........................................................................................Deacon
Cathy Trefilek .............................................................................Bookkeeper
Phyllis Grisanzio ........................................................... Liturgy Coordinator
Kathy Wilson ......................................... Coordinator of Religious Education
Renee Payne ....................................................Principal of St. James School
Wendy Slick-Davidson ...............................................................Parish Nurse
Nick Scheuer .............................................. Facilities Maintenance Manager
Terry French .............................................................................Maintenance

PARISH HISTORY
The Spirit has been moving over our community as we gathered to be 
Church. Being Church meant praying together, learning together, working 
together and sticking together despite differences of race, background, 
gender, socio-economic status or political leanings. Being Church meant 
gathering for the Breaking of the Bread, both of the Word and the 
Eucharist. Being Church meant living in the awareness of the risen Christ 
and offering the joy of that same awareness to others.

The history of St. James and Rockford is very fascinating and we want to 
put some historical focus here so we can appreciate the sacrifices of so 
many who used their gifts to form St. James Parish. The History of the 
Diocese of Rockford, by Cornelius J. Kirkfleet, was written in 1924, and 
has lots of interesting information.

The settlers to lay claims on the site of Rockford were Germanicus 
Kent and Thatcher Blake, who in 1834, left Galena in search of a more 
desirable locality. Before the end of 1835, some 27 people came to the 
new settlement. This location was at a point equidistant from Chicago and 
Galena and was given the name Midway. In 1837, the name was changed to 
Rockford. In 1839, when the population had increased to 237, Rockford was 
incorporated as a village. A train on the Galena and Chicago Union railroad 
arrived in East Rockford on August 2, 1852. The following year a bridge was 
built over the Rock River. Now comes St. James on the local scene.

The priests of St. Patrick, Hartland began to serve the communities of 
Belvidere, Rockford and Marengo in the 1840’s. The Rev. John Hampston 
was ordained in Chicago July 12, 1851 and sent to Hartland to assist the 
pastor in ministering to these three missions. Fr. Hampston was sent to live 
in Belvidere since it was midway between his two out-missions of Rockford 
and Marengo. In the race for pre-eminence, Rockford soon outstripped its 
sister missions. The first marriage recorded is dated November 29, 1851. 
The first baptismal record was the same day.
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The Diary of Bishop Vandervelde: “1853, June 7th: Blessing of new Church 
of St. James, and Confirmation of thirty-one persons at Rockford. Pastor, 
Rev. John Hampston.” The first Catholic Church in the city of Rockford 
was a frame church on the corner of North Second and Prairie Streets, 
where St. James Rectory now stands. Fr. John Hampston died in Belvidere 
in February 1854, from the effects of a cold contracted while officiating 
at a funeral in the Belvidere Cemetery. Rev. George Hamilton was sent to 
Rockford. His residence was in the rear of the church.

It is interesting to note that during the pastorate of Rev. William Lambert 
in 1855, “the first St. James’ Parochial School was founded in a one room 
frame building used both as church and school. This parish school was 
taught by lay teachers, the first of whom was Professor McHugh, who, it is 
claimed, ruled with a hickory rod.”

Rev. John B. Donelan was pastor from 1860-1866, and was famous for his 
eloquence and patriotism. “The Catholic congregation greatly increased in 
size and prestige during the pastorate of the Rev. Donelan and before long 
it was found necessary to build a new and larger church.” In the year 1861 
the foundation was laid for the present St. James Church. The Civil War 
interrupted the project and Fr. Donelan died and was buried in the church 
in 1866. The next pastor was Rev. Jeremiah S. O’Neill, whose first work 
was to complete the new church in 1867. The rectory was built during the 
pastorate of Rev. Thaddeus J. Butler from 1876-1885.

Rev. James J. Flaherty was pastor from 1885 to 1907. “Fr. Flaherty 
accomplished great things for the cause of religion during his many 
years of zealous labor in Rockford. His first care was the parish school 
which had been closed during the time of his predecessor.” When the 
school opened in the old priest house in the fall of 1886 there were 
3 teachers and 85 pupils. The school moved into the new building in 
1892 on St. Patrick’s Day. The Sisters of the Third Order of St. Dominic 
arrived on March 17, 1892 to teach in the newly completed school. The 
Sisters have had marvelous presence in St. James until the retirement 
of Sister Gloria Higgins O.P.  in 2006.

The Diocese of Rockford was separated from Chicago in 1908. 
Anticipating that St. James would be chosen as the Cathedral, 
Fr. Thomas Finn worked hard to renovate the building. Bishop Peter 
Muldoon was appointed first Bishop of Rockford and St. James was made 
the Pro-Cathedral. Fr. Finn was chosen to be the first chancellor of the 
new diocese. The Bishop, with his secretary, Fr. John Flanagan lived in 
St. James Rectory, until the end of 1917.

We fast forward to 1963, when a new convent was built for the Sinsinawa 
Dominicans who staffed the school. A new school was built in 1968 
under the leadership of Fr. Norbert Richter. The school continues to be an 
integral part of the life of St. James Parish.
In 2003 the Beauvais Center was built under the leadership of Pastor David 
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Beauvais. The new buidling includes a Parish Hall that accommodates 200 
people, a chapel, 2 offices, a Music Room and a Youth Room. It was paid 
for by parishioners and will be enjoyed by generations to come. 

Today we thank God for gifts of people, sisters and priests who have 
served this community. Being Church has meant belonging to a life-
sharing community moved by the Spirit. As St. Paul reminds us, “There 
are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are different 
forms of service but the same God.” The gifts are given for the common 
good to benefit the whole community.

OUR SACRAMENTAL LIFE
CELEBRATION OF HOLY EUCHARIST

WEEKENDS: The community gathers for Mass at 4:00 pm on   
   Saturday evening; 8:30 am and 11:15 am on   
   Sunday. We have guitar music at the 8:30 Mass and   
   our St. James choir leads the sung participation at 

    the 11:15 Mass on the 1st and 3rd Sunday and 
    a Cantor on the 2nd and 4th Sunday.

DAILY:  Mass is celebrated Monday-Saturday at 8:00 am
    Thursday Mass is 8:45 am when school is in 
    session.

DEVOTIONS: Monday-Friday 7:30 am. Fridays: 8:30 am 
    Stations of the Cross and 9:00-10:00 am  
    Holy Hour.

HOLY DAYS: Holy Days of Obligation Masses are celebrated at 
    9:00 am and 5:30 pm. 

CHRISTMAS: Christmas Eve Mass is celebrated 4:45 pm and  
    Midnight Mass, 8:30 am and 11:15 am.

EASTER:  Easter Vigil 7:30 pm. Easter Sunday 8:30 am   
   and 11:15 am.

HOMEBOUND: Our Pastor and the Lay Ministers in the Ministry   
   of Care will happily bring Holy Communion to   
   any who are sick or otherwise restricted to home. 

    Simply contact the parish office.
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1618 Magnolia Street
Rockford, Illinois 61104

815-965-9494
Fax 815-965-4324

2 4  H R  E M E R G E N C Y  S E R V I C E2 4  H R  E M E R G E N C Y  S E R V I C E

www.rockfordheating.com
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CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM

FIRST COMMUNION AND CONFIRMATION
FOR ADULTS: Adults interested in becoming Catholic and   

receiving the Sacraments of Initiation are invited to  
contact the parish office. In the Fall of the year,   
all such individuals will be invited to enter   
into the faith journey process, the RCIA    
(Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults).

YOUTH: Preparation for the Sacraments of Reconciliation  
and First Eucharist is normally part of the 
curriculum for second grade in both St. James 
School and in the Religious Education Program. A 
special sacramental program is usually set up for 
children of different age levels who have not yet 
received the Sacraments of Initiation. The reception 
of Confirmation takes place after two years of 
instruction for high school sophomores and juniors.

INFANTS: Baptism of infants is normally celebrated on the 
fourth Sunday of each month after the 11:15 
Mass. Parents are to contact the parish office to 
arrange for the necessary baptismal preparation. 
The Church requires that at least one parent and 
one godparent be an active, participating Catholic 
indicating that the child will be supported and 
raised in the Catholic Faith.

CELEBRATION OF RECONCILIATION
FRIDAY:  During Holy Hour from 9:00 am to 10:00 am.

SATURDAY: A priest is available in the confessional from
    3:00 pm to 3:45 pm

BY APPOINTMENT: 
    A priest will gladly arrange a personal time for   

   reconciliation. Simply call the parish office:
    (815) 962-1214.
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CELEBRATION OF THE

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
This sacrament is primarily intended for any who suffer from serious or 
chronic physical or emotional illness or who struggle with the infirmities of 
age. One need not be in danger of death nor does the Church anoint one 
who has already died. Those scheduled for a surgery or a serious hospital 
stay may wish to request this sacrament prior to entering the hospital.

CELEBRATING THE

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
St. James has established a policy that all couples wishing to celebrate 
this sacrament are to notify the parish at least SIX MONTHS prior 
to their proposed date. This will allow sufficient time for the couple 
to complete the required FOCCUS survey, to attend one of the 
pre-marriage programs and to prepare a proper celebration of the 
sacrament. Only after the process has begun will the date be entered 
as definite in the parish calendar. The Church presumes that at least 
one partner in the marriage is a practicing Catholic.

ANNULMENTS
Often individuals are not fully participating in the Sacramental life 
of the Church because of divorce and remarriage. Those in difficult 
situations are welcome to worship with us and remain our brothers and 
sisters in Christ as we pray for and support one another. Others, civilly 
divorced, have questions regarding the previous marriage. Please call 
the parish office to set up an appointment to discuss your status.
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313 East State St.
Rockford, IL 61104 965-6341 Phone

Timothy F. HorningTimothy F. Horning

ATTORNEYTTORNEY A AT L LAWAW

Parish Member

Meyer & Horning P.C.

3400 N. Rockton Ave., Rockford, IL 61103

 (815) 636-9300  Fax: (815) 636-9352  Email: thmeyerhorning@aol.com

Darryl D. Johnson                              George Matsakis
Funeral DirectorsParishioner

Darryl D. Johnson
Owner & Parishioner www.sundbergfh.com

Forest Hills Lodge

9572 FOREST HILLS RD. • LOVES PARK • 815-654-2212

Banquet & Convention Center
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PARISH ORGANIZATIONS
Pastoral Council

Mike Rotello, Chair
The Pastoral Council is a consultative body that provides a vision for 
the parish based on the Parish Mission Statement and the work of the 
Holy Spirit moving and acting among God’s people.

Membership consists of representatives for each of the four Parish 
Commissions and several at-large members. Terms are for three years.

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS
Fr. Leonard Jacobs Phyllis Grisanzio Mary Conley 
(Pastor) (Worship) (Christian Service) 

Nancy Snow Nick Scheuer Terry Torrez
(Parish Life) (Facilities Manager) (Education)

Meetings are the third Tuesday of January, March, May, July, 
September and November.

Finance Council
Brad Tolliver, Chair

This council operates as a separate entity, with its own Constitution 
and Bylaws. Members are appointed by the Pastor. As a Council, 
members approve a proposed budget for the parish and periodically, 
review the financial status and major needs of the Parish. Finance 
Council meets quarterly.

Grounds Committee
Mary Dean, Chair

This committee functions under the direction of the Facilities Manager 
in maintaining flowers and landscaping.

RCIA
Terry Torrez, Facilitator

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is a program designed for 
those coming into full communion with the Catholic Church.

Worship Commission
Phyllis Grisanzio, Chair

Promoting the spiritual formation and growth of God’s people through 
good liturgies is the main goal of the Worship Commission. Through 
the Commission’s efforts, dedicated lay volunteers assist in the 
celebration of the Mass each weekend. These people and those who 
coordinate their activities all come under the Commission’s concern.

The Commission consists of the coordinators of each of the liturgical 
ministries and interested others. It meets once a month, on the second 
Tuesday at 5:30 pm to evaluate and plan the worship life of the parish.
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Arts and Environment Committee
Mary Dean, Chair

This committee plans and develops suitable decoration for the worship 
space during the liturgical seasons. Artistic talent and creativity are all 
that is necessary.

Eucharistic Ministers
Pat Levins, Chair

These ministers assist in administering the Body and Blood of our 
Lord to the parish family. Some ministers are designated to take 
communion to the sick. Training is provided.

Lectors
Jay Pick, Chair

These people proclaim the scriptures at the weekend Masses and other 
special liturgies. Training is required before new ministers are placed 
on the schedule.

Respect Life
Pat Henry, Chair

This committee coordinates parish involvement in churches teachings 
on the sanctity of life.

Ushers
John Guzzardo, Chair

These people welcome and assist the parish and visitors at our weekend 
and special liturgies. They invite people to take up the gifts during the 
Offertory procession, as well as seat people and pass collection baskets.

Greeters
Claudia Woodward, Chair

This committee welcomes all who attend Mass and special liturgies at 
entrances.

Altar Servers
Fr. Leonard Jacobs, Facilitator

Altar servers assist the Presider at Mass. All boys and girls from 5th 
through 8th grade attending St. James School and Religious Education 
classes are eligible. Training is required. Adults welcome.

Adult Choir
Phyllis Grisanzio, Music Coordinator

The choir provides music to enhance liturgies and enables the Assembly 
to enjoy fuller musical participation. The choir sings at 11:15 Masses 
and for special liturgies. 10:30 am Sunday in the church balcony.

Cantors
Phyllis Grisanzio, Coordinator

Cantors lead the assembly in songs and responses.
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Guitar Group
Jackie Doyle, Director

This group consists of adult and youth instrumentalists and singers 
who provide music for the 8:30 am Sunday liturgy on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of the month and for a variety of para-liturgies.  Practice is 
the last Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm in the Music Room.

Sacristy Team
Nancy Snow, Chair

This group sets up and prepares the sanctuary for Mass and other 
liturgies. They also maintain the liturgical vessels, linens and other 
objects used in the liturgies.

Parish Life Commission
Nancy Snow, Chair 

Members of the Family Life Commission are committed to building a strong 
communal life that is especially supportive of the family and its needs. 
Activities, support groups, social and educational gatherings designed with 
the active family in mind are a big part of the Commission’s operation.

Representatives from each of the committees within the Commission 
are contacted bi-monthly to network their plans and activities.

Altar & Rosary Society
Joanne Iverson, President

This guild provides hosts, and other supplies for the altar and various 
needs of the church. Also provided are luncheons after parish funerals 
and refreshments for parish events. All women of the parish are 
invited to be members.

Welcoming Committee
Bev Johnson, Chair

This committee builds community by welcoming new members 
and informing existing members of different aspects of parish life, 
organizations, groups, services and events.

Hospital Ministry
Pat Levins, Chair

This ministry provides spiritual support from our parish through 
distribution of communion daily to Catholic patients at Swedish 
American Hospital.

Friendly Visitors
Cindy Holder, Chair

This ministry provides visits to the homebound.

Homebound Ministry
Fr. Leonard Jacobs, Facilitator

Gives hope and comfort to the homebound by bringing Communion 
and praying with them.
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PARISH BENEFACTORS

11th Street
Express Printing

Anything Fit To Print
Printing, Mailing & Signs

www.11thstreetexpress.com
(815) 968-0208

Baer Chiropractic &
Wellness P.C.

Brenda Baer D.C., D.I.C.C.P.
2585 N. Mulford Rd., Rockford
20% Discount on Initial Visit

For Fellow Parishioners • 636-9450
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Nursing Home Ministry
Fr. Leonard Jacobs, Facilitator

Provides spiritual support from our parish to residents of local 
nursing homes.

Funeral Lunches
Linda Nash, Chair

This ministry serves funeral luncheons and provides coffee and beverages.

Christian Service Commission
Mary Conley, Chair

The St. James Christian Service Commission organizes the parish’s service 
to others in the name of Christ. The Commission is charged with assisting 
the Pastoral Council in fostering pastoral care, respect, and understanding 
for all God’s people, regardless of age, gender, race or circumstance.

New volunteers are always welcome, as the need for us to help others 
never diminishes.

Recycling Committee
Claudia Woodward, Chair

The St. James recycling committee’s mission is to promote good 
stewardship of the Earth God has given us.         

Food Pantry - “Cornucopia”
Peggy King, Chair

The pantry distributes food to those in need from their headquarters at 
402 Market Street each Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00-11:00 am and 
every 3rd Saturday of the month. St. James volunteers work with other 
volunteers from Trinity Lutheran, Zion Lutheran, and the Unitarian 
Church. New volunteers are always “welcome.” Working hours are
8:00-11:15 am.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Ron Toti, President

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul offers tangible assistance to those in need 
on a person-to-person basis. It is this personalized involvement that makes 
the work of the Society unique. This aid may take the form of intervention, 
consultation, or often through direct dollar or in-kind service. An essential 
precept of the Society’s work is to provide help while conscientiously 
maintaining the confidentiality and dignity of those who are served.

Meetings are held twice a month. All those interested in volunteering 
to help others are welcome.
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St. James School
Renee Payne, Principal

St. James School provides a learning environment for our children 
where Jesus and His message are central. The goals for the school are: 
1) to foster Christian Community where students learn self-acceptance 
and a positive attitude in relating to others. 2) To instill in the students 
awareness of Christian values in daily living and their personal 
responsibility for learning and behavior. 3) To encourage students to 
become personally involved in social justice activities. 4) To ensure the 
development of a curriculum that enriches and challenges students 
spiritually, intellectually, emotionally and physically.

TEACHING STAFF
Mrs. Mindy Whalen
Mrs. Cindy Morey
Mrs. Mikki Yates
Mrs. Kathy O’Rourke
Miss Tressa Appino
Mrs. Beth Hubner
Miss Angela Peters
Miss Mary Murphy
Mrs. Karen Link

SUPPORT STAFF
Mrs. Julie Nelson, Secretary
Mrs. Julia Haugen, Secretary
Mrs. Andrea Weightman, Physical Education
Mr. Jeremy Toledo, Music
Mrs. Rose Beaman, Computer Lab
Mrs. Andrea Weightman, Art
Mr. Harold Rayment, Maintenance
Mr. Matt Jarvis, Maintenance

CAFETERIA STAFF
Manager: Mrs. Elsie Crosby
Assistant: Mrs. Robin Webb

Home and School Association
Stephanie Perez, President

This association serves as a liaison between the parents and teachers, 
and conducts fundraising projects. There are monthly meetings during 
the school year.

Boy Scouts
Steve Kirschbaum, Pack Leader

The scouts offer opportunity for fun and companionship. These 
programs help to develop good values, leadership and a positive self-
concept with encouragement of family involvement.
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Girls Scouts
Jenny Brodeski, Troop Leader

Girl Scouts is a program designed to enhance developmental, educational, 
spiritual, emotional and social growth of elementary-school age girls.

Religious Education
Kathy Wilson, CRE

Forming faith is a primary responsibility of the family. The Religious 
Education program supports families in this endeavor. A volunteer 
staff teaches classes to parish children who do not attend St. James 
School on Sunday mornings from 9:45-11:00 for 3 year old pre-
kindergarten through 8th grade.

Sacramental Preparation for Children & Youth
Kathy Wilson, CRE

First Communion and First Reconciliation are celebrated in 2nd grade. 
Two years of study is required (1st and 2nd grade). Confirmation is 
celebrated alternate years in High School for sophomores and juniors. 
Two years of classes are also required (freshman and sophomore). Older 
students who have not received sacraments should contact the CRE.


