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St. Gerard Majella Parish
1969 Dougherty Ferry Road • Kirkwood, MO 63122-3538

Phone Number: 314-965-3985
Email: office@sgmparish.org • Web Site: www.sgmparish.org

Parish Staff 
Rev. Michael J. Grosch, Pastor ....................................................... Ext. 2813
 frgrosch@sgmparish.org

Deacon Paul Arthur
Deacon Donald C. Denham
Deacon Timothy C. Dolan

Penny Arslanian, Director of Music & Liturgy ............................... Ext. 2817
 music@sgmparish.org

Ann Eilermann, School Coordinator of Religious Education ......... Ext. 2819
 schoolcre@sgmparish.org

Lisa Vorwerk, Parish Coordinator of Religious Education/Archdiocesan  .....  
 Safe Environment Program ..................................................... Ext. 2818
 parishcre@sgmparish.org

Janet Wittenauer, Pastoral Care Coordinator ................................ Ext. 2815
 nurse@sgmparish.org

Erica Maloney, Youth Minister ....................................................... Ext. 2820
 youthministry@sgmparish.org

Laurie Heinzer, Office Administration/Bulletin Editor .................. Ext. 2812
 secretary@sgmparish.org

Nicky Hoog, Office Administration/Calendar/Room Reservation ...... Ext. 2810
 receptionist@sgmparish.org

St. Gerard Majella School and 
Preschool

2005 Dougherty Ferry Road
314-822-8844 • Fax: 314-822-8588

www.sgmschool.org

Ms. Chrisell Guthrie, Ed. S., Principal
principal@sgmschool.org

Ms. Lucy Gintz, Assistant Principal
lgintz@sgmschool.org
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Mission Statement
As a Catholic parish family, guided by the Holy Trinity and the 
compassion of St. Gerard Majella, we evangelize the Faith through 
the Sacraments, Prayer and Adoration, Formation and Education, and 
Serving others by sharing our gifts.

Saturday Masses
9:00 am; 5:00 pm-Sunday Vigil

Sunday Masses
7:00 am, 9:00 am, and 11:00 am

Holy Days
6:30 am, 8:00 am, 11:00 am and 7:00 pm

Weekdays
6:30 am and 8:00 am

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays beginning at 4:00 pm; Sundays, 10:30 am; other times by 
appointment. Contact the Parish Office at 314-965-3985.

Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are scheduled on Sundays following the 11:00 am Mass. Call the 
Parish Office to schedule and or details on Baptismal Preparation.

Sacrament of Matrimony
Archdiocese policy requires the couple to notify the parish priest of 
their intention to marry at least six (6) months prior to the date of their 
intended marriage, earlier is encouraged. Marriage dates will only be 
finalized after completion of the assessment process. Attendance in an 
approved marriage preparation program is required. Call the Parish Office 
for further details.

Communion Calls
Call the Parish Office to make arrangements to receive Communion in the 
home.

Visitation of the Sick
Keep us informed so we might minister to those who are ill at home or in 
the hospital.

Bulletin Information—The deadline for the bulletin is 12:00 Noon on 
Tuesday. All information must be submitted in writing and have a name 
and telephone number attached to it. The information can be dropped-off 
or e-mailed to secretary@sgmparish.org. If you have questions, contact 
Laurie at the parish office at 314-965-3985, ext. 2812.



St. Gerard Majella Parish Guide Book & Directory

3

Administration
Parish Council—The Parish Council coordinates all the activity and works of 
the parish to ensure that the parish is fulfilling its mission. The council meets on 
the fourth Tuesday of February, May, August, and November at 7:00 pm.

Finance Committee—The Finance Committee assists the Pastor in the 
stewardship of the funds of the parish, preparing an annual budget and 
reviewing the financial progress of the parish. The Collection Counter 
teams are under the direction of this committee.

Stewardship Committee—The Stewardship Committee fosters a 
culture of generosity and gratitude in the parish by encouraging gifts of 
prayer, participation, and generosity. The committee meets on the first 
Tuesday of each month.

Maintenance Committee—This committee assesses the current status 
of our maintenance needs, prioritizes the list of concerns, and offers to the 
Parish Council recommendations for a plan of action.

Parish Resources
Parish Library—The Parish Library, located in the parish meeting room 
space, contains many books on a wide variety of topics: The Catholic 
Church and its Catechism & Sacraments, Marian Devotion/Study, Saints, 
Spirituality, Death & Dying, Personal Holiness, Spiritual Classics, Popular 
Authors, Vocations & Christian Fiction. We use an honor system for 
checking out material. The library is accessible Saturdays, 4:30 pm until 
6:30 pm and Sundays, 6:30 am until 12:30 pm.

Pastoral Care Coordinator—The Pastoral Care Coordinator coordinates 
Eucharistic ministry to the homebound as well as meals and transportation for 
those needing help to get to Mass, chemotherapy, radiation and MD visits. She 
arranges weekly Communion Services at the three senior homes in our parish. 
Free programs focusing on continuing education in topics such as current 
health issues and heathy aging are offered throughout the year focusing on 
physical, spiritual and emotional health. In addition, she is available to visit 
parishioners in their homes, hospital or senior facility. If you enjoy helping 
fellow parishioners and would like to volunteer for this expanding ministry, 
please contact Janet Wittenauer, BA MA at 314-965-3985 x 2815.

Parish Development
Parish Endowment—An endowment for St. Gerard Majella Parish 
was established in 2005. All contributions to this fund are deposited in 
a reserve account and only the interest may be withdrawn. Donations to 
this endowment fund are a good way to assure the future viability of our 
parish. Call the Parish Office, 314-965-3985 for information.
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Fallfest—The St. Gerard Majella Fallfest is an annual celebration of our 
parish family. It is a fund-raising event full of fun for everyone in our 
community The Fallfest raises money for the parish and our surrounding 
community. Contact the parish office, 314-965-3985.

Jubilatio Dinner Auction—An annual dinner auction by parishioners 
for parishioners and guests. The Jubilatio committee solicits items, 
prepares the evening auction and dinner. This is the largest fundraising 
activity of the parish and funds raised support parish activities and 
programs. Contact the parish office, 314-965-3985.

Catholic Formation Programs
Adult Faith Formation Team (AFFT)—Presents regular and enriching 
opportunities for the spiritual growth of individuals and the parish 
community. We sponsor speaker series, parish missions, couples’ dinners, 
Bible study, and other faith formation programs for adults. For more 
information, contact the Parish Office, 314-965-3985.

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS)—is a Montessori-based 
religious program for children ages 3-12 years of age. The atrium, or sacred 
space for spiritual growth, allows opportunities for children to interact directly 
and intensely with materials specially prepared by the Catechists and religious 
community. The atrium is not a classroom, but rather a place prepared for the 
child to fully receive God’s love and feel His presence.

• Level I serves children ages 3-6 years. who receive presentations on the 
Kingdom of God Parables, Altar and parts of Mass, Geography of Israel, 
Infancy Narratives, Paschal Mystery, Baptism and Jesus as the Good 
Shepherd. The eventual aim of the atrium is to prepare children to 
develop and nurture their faith and to participate more fully in Mass.

• Level II serves children ages 6-9 years and expands on Level I 
work as well as Sacramental Preparation and Moral Formation.

• Level III serves children ages 9-12 years and expands on Level I & II 
work. In addition, Level III nurtures the child’s relationship with God 
by pondering the meaning of covenant--to be in relationship with God.

Pre-registration for Level I, II, & III sessions is required. Sessions take place 
each Wednesday, 4:00-5:30 from September to May.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)—The Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults helps a person never baptized, baptized in another 
Christian tradition, or those baptized Catholic, but not raised Catholic 
better understand the Catholic Faith. We listen to God, to each other, and 
to the wisdom of the tradition of the Catholic Church. We also welcome 
Catholics who want to learn more about the Catholic Church to join us! 
Call the Parish Office, 314-965-3985 for more information.
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COMPASSION: Our Mission-based 
approach based on the concept of 
“Love through Service.”
EXCELLENCE: Our unique Nurse Care 
Manager model ensures a health professional
will oversee and support your care needs.
EXPERIENCE: Since 1997, we have 
provided over 5 million hours of service.

Denise Hedrick Huber & 
Eileen Hedrick, RN BSHA

Co-Founders (Daughter/Mother)
(314) 965-4350

www.marthashands.com

C.E.E. the Martha’s Hands Difference

Looking to stay at home safely? Place your trust in
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Rite of Christian Initiation of Children (RCIC)—The Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Children is the process of preparing children 
and teens for receiving the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, 
Reconciliation and Eucharist. The type and length of this process depends 
on the age and needs of the individual. Call the Parish Office,
314-965-3985 for more information.

St. Gerard Majella Elementary School (Age 3 through 8th 
grade)—St. Gerard Majella Parish School, a 2012 Blue Ribbon School of 
Excellence, is an archdiocesan parochial Catholic School for children of 
parishioners in grades K-8. Our mission is to provide a quality education, 
founded in the tenants of the Church, to the whole child. Our yearly 
theme is guided by the virtues of Faith, Hope and Charity. In addition to 
core subjects, specialty teachers are employed for Art, Computer, Music, 
Physical Education, and Spanish for all grades. A STREAM Coordinator 
has been added for K-5. Additional support staff includes a Learning 
Consultant, two resource teachers, primary and intermediate aides, a part-
time librarian, part-time school counselor, and a school nurse. Principal 
and faculty hold current certification with the state of Missouri. Special 
features include two new labs, one STREAM for K-5 and a middle school 
science lab. Weekly all-school and monthly level Masses, Faith family 
program, a local TV station, KSGM, with daily broadcasts by student 
anchors and technicians, internet access throughout the building, state 
of the art computer lab, I Pads and Chrome books for classroom use, 
Smart boards in every classroom, computerized library, 1:1 chrome books 
for Middle School a Middle School elective program, Ambassadors, also 
service opportunities for all levels. There are clubs offered before and after 
school for all students. St. Gerard Club provides K-6 afterschool childcare 
on site. There is a healthy choice lunch program provided by Food Service 
Consultants. St. Gerard Majella School was named a “National Blue 
Ribbon School of Excellence” in 2012 and is yearly accredited by the 
National Federation of Non-Public School State Accrediting Association, 
a recognized accrediting agency by the state of Missouri Department of 
Education Department. For further information or a tour of the school, 
contact the school office 314-822-8844 (ext. 2). Also take a time to visit 
our website: www.sgmschool.org.
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845 S. Holmes Avenue, Kirkwood, Missouri 63122 • www.outdoorlivinginc.com

(314) 966-3325

Composite • Wood • Vinyl
Decks • Gazebos • Porches • Fences • Pergolas • Fire Pits
Visit our showroom • All materials on display

Adult and Child Orthodontics

Debra F. Fink, D.M.D. M.S.P.C.
13302 Manchester Rd. • Des Peres, MO 63131

Tel - 314-984-9900 • www.stlouisbraces.com • Cell - 314-504-9055

Hwy 270 Manchester Rd Exit-West 3/4 mi

Please call for your FREE initial consultation.

Employing Adults with Disabilities

www.lafayetteindustries.com

West County
179 Gaywood Drive
Manchester, MO  63021

North County
4621 World Parkway Circle
Berkeley, MO 63134

Packaging
Assembly

Mailing Services
Fulfillment
On Time!

636-227-5666
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St. Gerard Majella Preschool (Ages 3-5)—St. Gerard Majella 
Catholic Preschool Program believes each child is a special and unique gift 
of God. We are dedicated to providing a safe, nurturing environment that 
advances the spiritual, intellectual, social, emotional and physical growth 
of every child. Our program is fostered under the patronage of Saint 
Gerard Majella, the patron saint of children and motherhood. St. Gerard 
Preschool enriches learning through a constructivist program, which is 
designed to meet the educational needs of young children from the ages of 
three until kindergarten. The preschool is a part time program; beginning 
at 8:00 and ending at 11:00 with an additional Lunch Bunch option four 
days a week. The 3/4 Year Old classes are a three day program, held 
Tuesday through Thursday, while the Pre-Kindergarten classes are a four 
day program, held Monday through Thursday. Within the daily schedule 
and curriculum, the children have an opportunity to nurture one’s love and 
relationship with God through the gift of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. 
For further information or a tour of the preschool, contact Ms. Lucy Gintz, 
Assistant Principal, 314-822-8844, ext. 5.

Alliance of Parent and Teachers (APT)—The Alliance of Parents and 
Teachers is a very active group that provides many valuable services to the 
school including recruiting and coordinating parent volunteers to assist the 
teachers with various programs. They provide Room Parents, and assist with 
special school activities such as Book Fair, Grandparent’s Day, and Catholic 
Schools Week. They also sponsor special lunches for students and teachers 
monthly treat. They sponsor the “Green and Gold” Raffle which is the major 
fundraiser for the school. All school parents are automatically members of 
the APT and invited to attend regularly scheduled meetings. Your presence at 
these meetings is important to us and instrumental in building a home/school 
partnership that improves our school and benefits the children. For a listing of 
current APT officers and activities visit our website: www.sgmschool.org

School Board—The School Board is the school’s representative body for 
identifying and articulating the educational needs and aspirations of the 
parish elementary full time school. The School Board acts in the advisory 
capacity to the pastor and the staff of St. Gerard Majella in accomplishing the 
educational and formational mission of the full time school within the parish. 
A listing of the members can be found on our website: www.sgmschool.org

Parish School of Religion (PSR)— The Parish School of Religion assists 
families with the religious formation of their children enrolled in first through 
eighth grade in public or private non-Catholic schools. The program is designed 
to foster full and active participation in the life and mission of the Roman 
Catholic Church through experiences in prayer, scripture, religious study, and 
participation in the sacramental life of the parish. There is a minimum of 2 year 
preparation for the Sacraments. Classes are held on Monday evenings, 5:45 
until 7:00 pm, August through May. Contact Lisa Vorwerk, 314-965-3985, 
ext. 2818, parishcre@sgmparish.org.
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Ashley Ribaudo, Suzy Ribaudo and Marty Ribaudo are:Ashley Ribaudo, Suzy Ribaudo and M

314.966.0300  •  martyribaudo.com 
team@martyribaudo.com

Each Of fice Independently Owned and Operated.

844844--820820--11371137
Call Today for a FREE ESTIMATE

LeafGuard is guaranteed never
to clog as long as you own your
home or we’ll clean it for FREE

Eliminates the risk of
falling off  the ladder to
clean clogged gutters

Durable, all-weather tested system–not a fl imsy attachment

Seamless, one-piece system keeps
out leaves, pine needles and debris!$99

INSTALLATION
Does not include cost of material. Expires 11/30/22.

with free in-home estimate 

$25
AMAZON GIFT CARD

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. 
Retail value is $25. Off er sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and 
installs seamless gutter protection. This off er is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.  If married or involved with 
a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a 
photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not 
eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous 
participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company 
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal 
or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via fi rst class United States Mail or 
e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form provided at presentation. Not valid in conjunction with any 
other promotion or discount of any kind. Off er not sponsored or promoted by Amazon and is subject to change without 
notice prior to reservation. See https://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html?nodeId=G7KXB4EYEHXZRUMA 
for gift card restrictions. Expires 11/30/22.
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Youth Ministry—We are a community of middle school (6th-8th grade) 
and high school (9th-12th grade) teens, adults, and parents centered on and 
strengthened by a relationship with Jesus and the Catholic Church. We desire to 
empower young people to be aware of the blessings of God in our community 
and encourage the development of their talents and gifts for the unique 
mission God has for their lives. We empower teens to grow in holiness through 
Scripture, the Sacraments, prayer/praise and worship, retreats, and weekly 
ministry opportunities for both middle and high school students. Spiritual, 
service, and social activities are offered. Follow us on social media for upcoming 
events and updates, Instagram@sgmyouthministry, Twitter@SGMYouthGroup. 
For more information or to sign up for our monthly newsletter, contact: 
Erica Maloney, Coordinator of Youth Ministry, 314-965-3985 ext. 2820 or 
youthministry@sgmparish.org.

Community Activities
Marian Guild—Our purpose is to nurture and support the women of St. 
Gerard Majella so that our unique gifts as women will strengthen our parish 
community. Our circles touch almost every aspect of our faith and offer may 
ways to get engaged, volunteer, and share fellowship. Marian Guild events 
include socials, Advent by Candlelight Evening, Welcoming Committee, and 
various activities. Our specialized ministries are listed below. We look forward 
to meeting you! If you’d like to receive our monthly newsletter or be part 
of any of the events listed below, contact Marita Wehde at 314-910-8272 or 
marianguild@stgerardmajellaparish.org.

10:00 am Mass Child Care—Childcare is provided for children up to 
5 years in Parish Meeting Room 225 during the 10:00 am Sunday Mass 
(closed on most major holidays). Please check the bulletin for canceled 
dates. Teens and adults provide the care. No reservations are required. 
Contact Marita Wehde at 314-910-8272
marianguild@stgerardmajellaparish.org if you are interested helping with 
our youngest parishioner.

Birthright—An organization which provides free pregnancy testing and 
counseling. We host events to raise money to help support the important 
work of this agency. If you are interested in participating please contact 
Kelly Wacker, 314-757-4885 or ponca6@sbcglobal.net.

SGM Gardening—Volunteers are needed to adopt one of our many campus 
landscape beds…weeding, trimming mulching, planting, cleaning up, etc. To 
help in the spring and fall, contact Mary Kempa, marykempa2@gmail.com or 
314-504-8717.

Helping Hands—A group dedicated to assisting families with their 
on-site gathering after a funeral or memorial. We fulfill this ministry with 
many “helping hands” throughout our parish community. Volunteers 
help by donating desserts, side dishes and various food items and set-up 
and clean-up of the reception. If you are interested in joining our team 
or if we can be of service in your time of need, contact Marita Wehde, 
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(314) 965-6644
118 West Adams • Kirkwood

www.Sunset44.com

We serve a Fine Selection of Beef, Seafood, Pasta, Pork, and Poultry;
House Made Breads and Sauces: Complimented by an Outstanding Wine List

Banquet Center
Hosts 10-200 • Weddings 

Rehearsals • Dinners
Funerals • Parties • Meetings

Dinner Nightly
Now Serving Curbside

& Dine In (Patio too)!

OPen Tuesday-Saturday 4PM

Countless studies done in environmental design indicate that dementia residents

function at a much higher level within small home style settings. External stimuli can

be better managed, which in turn translates into a better quality of life for our residents. 

Dolan Memory Care Homes has no more than 11 residents per household and has been 

leading the way in innovative dementia care for over a quarter of a century.

Come see the “Dolan Diff erence” for yourself.

Call Allison at 314-993-9500 and schedule a tour. Also, make sure to visit us at our website 

www.dolancare.com and check out our Facebook page “Dolan Memory Care Homes”.

Innovative,
Person-Centered Care
Family Owned and Operated

 314-993-9500
www.dolancare.com

When it comes to “Memory Care”When it comes to “Memory Care”
bigger is not better.bigger is not better.
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marianguild@stgerardmajellaparish.org or 314-910-8272.

New Parishioner Welcome Committee—We welcome new 
parishioners and help them become a part of our St. Gerard family. We 
answer questions, explain parish activities, and act as parish contacts. 
Anyone interested in this ministry should contact Cynthia Storey, 
314-972-4674 or cstorey63122@gmail.com.

Parents and Little Spirits (PaLS)—An organization that serves parish 
families with children ages birth-5 years by fostering a social and spiritual 
community, providing parental educational opportunities, promoting 
awareness of Catholic education, and facilitating involvement in SGM 
activities and outreach efforts. We host weekly and monthly play dates, 
family and parent outings, sub-committee and service projects. Questions 
can be directed to sgmpals@gmail.com.

Quilter’s Circle—Do you like to quilt or do other handiwork? Join us on 
Tuesday mornings after the 8:00 am Mass in the lower level of the parish 
office. Contact Jan Hinkebein at 314-821-1562 for additional information 
or if you are interested in joining the group.

Wedding Preparation—We work with bridal parties to prepare the 
church before the wedding and help clean-up afterwards. Contact Lori 
Hartman at 314-805-4353 if you are interested in this ministry.

Majella Club—The mission of the Majella Club is to provide leadership, 
service and fellowship opportunities for the men and women of St. Gerard 
Majella Parish by managing the parish sports programs and helping with other 
parish needs. Leadership and service opportunities include the oversight of 
and active participation in the parish sports programs, active participation in 
the Boy Scout program and coordination and participation with other parish 
volunteer groups and community outreach programs, including the Lenten 
fish fry. By providing leadership and service and by financially supporting 
parish sports programs and other parish needs, Majella Club members 
exemplify stewardship with the giving of time, talent and treasure. Through 
this stewardship, Majella Club members unite in a common fellowship. 
Membership in the Majella Club is open to all parishioners age 18 and older. 
There are no membership dues or formal membership requirements. Meetings 
are usually held the 1st Thursday of every month at 7:30 pm in Liguori Hall. 
Contact Rob Eilermann, 314-575-6984 or Mike Massimino, 314-368-3095 for 
more information or email majellaclub@gmail.com if you would like to be 
added to the email distribution list.

Youth Athletic Program—The SGM Youth Athletic program offers 
opportunity for participation in the following sports: Soccer, Volleyball, 
Basketball, Baseball/Softball, Lacrosse, Track and Golf. All adults are 
encouraged to participate and support the Youth Athletic program as 
coaches, commissioners and officials.
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We know quality of care and service leads to quality of life.

That’s why so many seniors and families throughout St. Louis are 

choosing Aberdeen Heights and The Glen. As your neighborhood 

resource for senior living, our community includes:

WHAT YOU VALUE THRIVES HERE

To start a conversation about independent living at 

Aberdeen Heights, or any level of care at The Glen, call 

(314) 909-6066 or visit AberdeenSeniorLiving.com.

Sponsored by not-for-profit leader PMMA (Presbyterian Manors of Mid-America)

575 Couch Avenue  |  Kirkwood, MO  
AberdeenSeniorLiving.com

• A mission focused on providing quality senior services guided 
by Christian values

• Maintenance-free, independent lifestyle in charming Kirkwood

• Multiple dining venues and a fitness and aquatics center

• Unique Health Care Benefit, offering on-site care at The Glen  
if ever needed, with predict-able rates

•   A mission focused on providing quality senior services guided
     by Christian values

•   Maintenance-free, independent lifestyle in charming Kirkwood

•   Multiple dining venues and a fi tness and aquatics center

•   Unique Health Care Benefi t, off ering on-site care at The Glen
     if ever needed, with predictable rates
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The purposes of the SGM Athletic Programs include:
• Create an environment for the families of the parish and our 

neighbors to meet, interact and develop friendships that unify and 
strengthen the parish.

• Create a healthy and safe an environment in which the youth of 
the parish can develop friendships, leadership, physical fitness and 
self-esteem by competing in athletic competitions.

• Promote fellowship and sportsmanship with other parishes and 
educational institutions in the sports leagues in which we compete.

• Teach the players the fundamental skills, both team and 
individual, and basic rules associated with the sport being played.

For information specific to the sports program, contact 
sports-admin@stgerardmajellaparish.org.

Christian Service
Frozen Food Dinner Project—This program is to provide meals for a 
family or senior citizen. Containers for this program are purchased from 
money made through the recycling program. Containers are available in 
the vestibule the first Sunday of the month. Participants take a container 
home, place freezable donations in the container, freeze them, and return 
the full container on the third weekend of the month. These donations 
go to help the pantries of Holy Trinity/Perpetual Help, and other food 
pantries. Contact Sue Simpson at 314-966-2877.

Meal-A-Month Program—“Yellow Bag Sunday”—“For I was hungry and 
you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you invited me in…” Matthew 25:35. For 30 years, St. Gerard 
Majella parishioners have generously participated in Meal-A-Month “Yellow Bag 
Sunday.” Meal-A-Month donors have donated more than 60,000 meals that feed 
a family of four. It is easy to participate. Each month a suggested balanced menu 
meal and a yellow bag are provided at Mass. When you shop, simply pick up the 
items and bring them to church on the second Sunday of the month. You also 
can donate gift cards, cash or checks – which are used to purchase food by the 
food pantries at St. Cronan Church (1202 S. Boyle, St. Louis, MO 63110) and 
KirkCare, the Kirkwood community food and financial assistance organization, 
www.kirkcare.org. Make checks out to St. Cronan Church or KirkCare. Contact 
Matt Connolly, 314-265-3789, mattconnolly34@gmail.com or Marie McGeehan, 
314-717-2863, m.mcgeehan@sbcglobal.net.

Outreach Committee—Parishioners have the opportunity and are 
encouraged to participate in the work of the Outreach Committee. 
In collaboration with area churches, organizations and social service 
agencies, we strive to serve the less fortunate in the Saint Louis area. 
Throughout the year, projects include donations of clothing, canned food, 
and household items, backpacks for children returning to school, frozen 
turkeys for Thanksgiving meals, money for Heat Up St. Louis to help pay 
energy bills, and assistance is given to Birthright clients. Your involvement 
is welcomed. Contact Jackie Akins at 636-227-2196.
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Family Owned and Operated Since 1902

visit our website at 
WWW.BOPPCHAPEL.COM

10610 Manchester Rd.
(314) 965-7680

FUNERAL AND CREMATION SERVICES

Rasch Automotive Service
11149 Manchester Rd
Kirkwood, MO 63122

314-821-3377 | 314-821-9920
(Text or Call)

www.raschservice.com

FONTANA CONTRACTING, INC.

ASPHALT PAVING ASPHALT SEALING

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

Tel: (314) 965-4745 635 E. Elliot
Kirkwood, MO 63122

J. Fontana - Parishioner       FONTANAPAVING@SBCGLOBAL.NET

SGM Parishioner • Snow Removal - COMMERCIAL ONLY

Family Owned and Operated in
Kirkwood, MO. Since 1962

Visit us at MullenConcrete.com
Insured and bonded

314-966-O177
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Pro-Life Committee—The principal responsibilities of the Pro-Life 
committee are to organize and educate the parish community for the 
purpose of restoring and maintaining respect for all human life. Contact 
Kathy Blase at 314-965-8555, kbsdstl@aol.com.

St. Vincent de Paul Monthly Meal—A group of volunteers from the parish 
assemble and serve meals to hungry/homeless men, women, and children. This 
is done on the first of every month at St. Vincent de Paul Church in St. Louis 
City. Contact Susie Haywood, 314-330-8415 or Dotty Hill, 314-803-5868.

Sandwich Making for the Homeless—Sandwich making occurs 
monthly, in the Liguori Hall. Sandwiches are delivered to those in need in 
the St. Louis Community. Contact the Parish Office, 314-965-3985.

St. Patrick Center Casserole Volunteers—A group of volunteers 
from the parish bake casseroles 7 times a year for the benefit of the 
homeless at St. Patrick’s center downtown. You will be provided with the 
casserole recipe and pans. Contact Barbara Auberry at 314-497-5120.

St. Vincent De Paul Society—The St. Vincent De Paul Society assists 
the parish community in fulfilling the mandate of Christ to feed the 
hungry, clothe the naked, and shelter the homeless. It provides assistance 
with utilities, rent, food, medicine, etc., for parishioners and others in 
need. Contact Dave Kempa at 314-518-8352.

Prayer And Worship
Sacramental preparation/celebration

Baptism— Baptisms are held on Sundays after the 11:00 am Mass. A 
Baptismal preparation session and scheduling of the Baptism may be 
arranged by calling the parish office at 314-965-3985.

Preparation for Reconciliation, Eucharist, Confirmation—
Children are generally required to attend a formal religious 
education program from Grade 1 through Grade 8 for reception 
of Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation. Reconciliation and 
Eucharist are celebrated in Second Grade. Confirmation is conferred in 
Eighth Grade. Contact the parish office at 314-965-3985.

Marriage—Archdiocese policy requires the couple to notify the 
parish priest of their intention to marry at least six months prior to the 
date of their intended marriage. Marriage dates will only be finalized 
after completion of the assessment process. Attendance in an approved 
marriage preparation program is required. Call the parish office for 
further details at 314-965-3985.

Anointing of the Sick—The Anointing of the Sick, for those awaiting 
surgery, with serious illness or impaired by old age, is a great source of 
comfort, strength, and grace. Contact Fr. Grosch at 314-965-3985.
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Parish Benefactors
Kirkwood Florist

10515 Manchester Rd., Kirkwood, MO
(314) 965-8440

www.kirkwoodflorist.com
Flowers and Gifts For All Occasions
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Spiritual Enrichment
Lady of Life Adoration Chapel—St. Gerard Majella’s Adoration 
Chapel offers an opportunity for quiet prayer and reflection with Our 
Lord exposed in the Blessed Sacrament. Spiritual reading materials, 
rosaries, and the petition book are available as guides for our parish 
prayer. Everyone in the parish community is encouraged to stop by “for a 
visit” with Our Lord at any time. The chapel is located in the Church and 
open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. A security code is necessary to gain 
entrance between 8:00 pm and 6:00 am. Contact Alice Feltz at 314-225-7961.

Jonah Prayer Ministry—Jonah Prayer Ministry is an Archdiocesan parish 
based Prayer Ministry, in which trained parishioners stand as witnesses for 
Christ to pray with fellow parishioners regarding their prayer request. Jonah 
Prayer Ministry functions out of the Archdiocesan Catholic Renewal Center. 
Come let the Holy Spirit fill you as we pray with you for yourself or for a loved 
on. All ages are welcome and confidentiality is respected. For more information 
please call Debbie Schaefer 314-568-7717.

Prayer Chain—We pray individually for intentions as requested by 
parishioners. Prayer intentions do not have to be specific to our parish 
community. To make a request, send an email to prayerchain@sgmparish.org.

Rosary Devotions—We pray the Rosary as a group after the 6:30 and 
8:00 am Masses on Tuesdays and after the 9:00 am Mass on Saturday.

Liturgical Ministries
Altar Servers—This ministry is open to all boys and girls in sixth grade and 
above. Please call the parish office for details on training. Contact Fr. Grosch 
at 314-965-3985, ext. 2813.

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion—Those who serve in this 
ministry have the privilege of sharing the Body and Blood of Christ with each of 
us. Ministers are needed at Masses, in hospitals, nursing homes, and to visit the 
shut-ins of our parish family. Contact Penny Arslanian, 314-965-3985, ext. 2817.

Gift Bearers—Those who bring the community gifts to the altar serve as 
our representatives. All are encouraged to mark special occasions such as 
birthdays and anniversaries by partaking in this important ritual action. 
Contact Penny Arslanian, 314-965-3985, ext. 2817.

Hospitality—It is the usher’s ministry to greet people warmly, to 
introduce strangers, to help people sit together, to care for any needs (if 
someone gets sick, or other emergencies), to take up the collection, and to 
distribute bulletins and such in the course of saying goodbye to everyone 
or to direct people to the parish hall or school. Contact Penny Arslanian, 
314-965-3985, ext. 2817.
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Reader of the Word—The reader is the proclaimer of the Word – the Old 
and New Testament readings that give meaning to our lives. An ability to speak 
clearly and distinctly and a love of the Word of God are the requirements for 
this ministry. Contact Penny Arslanian, 314-965-3985, ext. 2817.

Sacristans and Environment—Those who clean and polish, as much 
as those who create and decorate, come from our community to care for 
specific needs: to create an environment that is reverent, welcoming, and 
clean; an environment that is beautiful, and in keeping with the liturgical 
celebrations of the year. Contact Penny Arslanian, Director of Music and 
Liturgy at 314-965-3985, ext. 2817.

Music Ministries
Cantors—Those who help us worship by prayerfully leading the singing 
at the 5:00 Mass on Saturday and the 9:00 and 11:00 am Masses on 
Sundays are the cornerstone of our music ministry. The commitment is 
minimal (once every 6-8 weeks) but so appreciated. Rehearsals are held 
the week before the assigned Mass.

Adult Choir—The Choir at SGM is an active and thriving group of 
singers from teens to adults who sing many different styles of music. From 
gospel and contemporary to sacred hymn and chants, they sing at the 9:00 
am Mass as well as special Holy Days and liturgical feasts. No auditions 
are necessary; just a willingness to be part of the sung prayer of the 
Mass. The ability to sing “in parts” is helpful. Rehearsals are on Thursday 
evenings.

The 11:00 Mass Music Team—This music ensemble is composed of teens 
and adults who provide music for the 11:00 am Sunday liturgy. Instruments 
and vocal talents are welcome to enhance the spirited prayer of this lively 
group. Rehearsals take place on Sunday mornings before Mass.

Resurrection Choir—The Resurrection Choir here at SGM is a group 
of men and women who minister to grieving families through the gift of 
music. Members attend funerals and Memorial Masses as their schedules 
permit, usually during the weekday morning hours. They gather about 15 
minutes before the funeral Mass to go over the selected hymns.

Children’s Praise—This group is open to all children in grades 3-5 
who like to sing. They have one Saturday afternoon rehearsal an hour 
before the assigned 5:00 Mass once every 4-6 weeks. It’s an easy time 
commitment, and a joyous way to praise God with friends!

Young Cantors—For our more advanced singers in grades 6-8, we offer 
the opportunity to cantor every couple of months at a weekend Mass 
during the school year. Rehearsals are held as needed (generally 3 times 
before a scheduled Mass); PSR students, SGM full-time school students 
and home schoolers are welcome to join us any time.
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Instrumentalists—We welcome all who play an instrument and are 
willing to share their talents with us! We’ll work with your schedule, and 
every Mass is open for you to share your gift.

For more information on any of the ministries listed above, contact 
Penny Arslanian, Director of Music and Liturgy at 314-965-3985, ext 2817, 
or music@sgmparish.org.

Scouting Organizations
Cub Scouts—Pack 685 is an active fun-filled program for boys starting 
in kindergarten through the spring of 5th grade. Scouts learn about 
citizenship, outdoor skills, reverence, fitness, and of course they have fun! 
They have monthly den meetings with scouts in the same grade, as well 
as pack meetings when all grades get together for programs and special 
events. Contact Kevin Haluska, pack685sgm@gmail.com.

Boy Scouts—Troop 685 is offered to all boys from the spring of 5th 
grade to age 18. All-age boys working together to run one troop under 
the guidance of the Scoutmasters and the Parent Committee. Some of the 
activities are monthly troop meetings, patrol leader planning meetings, service 
opportunities to the community and parish, weekend camp outings, merit 
badges, week long summer camps, fundraisers, leadership training and fun! 
For more information on the troop visit our web site at www.bsa685.com. 

Girl Scouts—Sponsored by the Girl Scout Council of Eastern Missouri, 
District 6 this group is open to all girls of the parish. Our school sponsors 
Daisies, Brownies, Juniors and Cadettes.

Archdiocese Of St. Louis Safe 
Environment Program

All volunteers and employees who work with children or vulnerable adults at 
St. Gerard Majella Parish must be in full compliance with the Safe Environment 
Program, Prevent and Protect. These requirements are mandated by the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops and are followed by every diocese in the 
country. The policies are the Church’s attempt to ensure the suitability of all 
adults who work or volunteer around your children.

All Employees and Volunteers who have contact with minors or vulnerable 
adults must register online through the Archdiocesan Safe Environment 
Program called Prevent and Protect, which includes attending a Protecting 
God’s Children Workshop, viewing two video modules, signing a code of 
ethics, and registering for a background check. If you have any questions 
about the program or your compliance status, contact our parish Child Safety 
Coordinator Lisa Vorwerk, 314-965-3985 ext. 2818, parishcre@sgmparish.org.
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SGM Rental Opport unities:
With our amazing campus facilities and our very active school and parish, 
we have groups coming and going at different times for different parts of 
our campus. There are times when these spaces are not being used and we 
are able to share our beautiful space on a rental basis. If you or someone 
you know is looking for a beautiful space for a party, a trivia night, a 
family reunion, Liguori Hall may be the perfect place! If you need a central 
location for a business or small meeting, our Parish Meeting Rooms may 
have just what you need. Our gym is a great place for larger gatherings. 
Our smaller meeting rooms are perfect for knitting clubs, bridge clubs, and 
small parties. If you need a space, you may not need to look any further 
than your own SGM backyard! Prices are competitive and many dates are 
available. If you have questions about renting a space at SGM, contact 
Nicky Hogg, at 314-965-3985 ext. 2810, receptionist@sgmparish.org.


