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Holy Family Parish
2400 South Franklin Street Rd.

Decatur, Illinois 62521

Dear Holy Family Parishioners,

It is an honor to be your Pastor. Being the new face this year, I can attest 
that this Resource books helps us to get to know each other and stay 
connected. It helped me this past year to learn new names and look up 
contact information. So, I am grateful to all who put this Guide Book and 
Directory together. I encourage you to use this guidebook as a way to stay 
connected and feel part of the Holy Family Parish family.

May the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph pray for us and guide us 
in our journey of faith in the Holy Trinity.

In Christ’s Mercy,

Father Mark Tracy
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Holy Family Parish History
In the summer of 1959, Bishop O’Connor asked Fr. Ray Franzen to make a 
survey for the establishment of a fifth parish in the city. It was decided to do 
so in the South Shores area to serve 260 Catholic families. Bishop O’Connor 
approved the choice of “Holy Family” as the name of the new parish.

The first Mass in the new parish called Holy Family was offered October, 
4, 1959, in the auditorium of South Shores School, adjacent to the parish 
property. December 1959 marked the purchase of the temporary rectory at
41 Sandcreek Court. A chapel was built in the temporary rectory by the men 
of the parish and Mass was offered daily in the chapel. Mass was celebrated 
for the first time in the new building (currently the Father Franzen Gym) on 
the second anniversary of the parish, the first Sunday of October, 1961.

Holy Family School opened with grades 1-6 in September of 1961 with 
200 students. Holy Family School was administered by the Springfield 
Dominican Sisters of Sacred Heart Convent. Later additions to the school 
occurred in 1989 & 1994.

On June 15, 1975 a groundbreaking ceremony was held for the building 
of the new Holy Family Church, and on July 4, 1976 the first Mass was 
offered by Fr. Franzen in the newly constructed Holy Family Church. 
Bishop Joseph McNicholas formally dedicated and consecrated the new 
Church on October 3, 1976. In 1989 the Parish Center was added.

In the history of Holy Family Catholic Parish there have been six pastors.
Fr. Ray Franzen served from 1959-1987; Monsignor Gene Costa, from
1987-1993; Monsignor David Lantz, from 1993-1996; Most Rev. Carl 
Kemme, from 1996-2002; Rev. Joe Molloy, from 2002-2021; Rev. Mark 
Tracy from 2021-present.

Parish Staff
Reverend Mark Tracy ..........................................................................Pastor
Sr. Paulette Joerger, O.P. ............................................... Interim Co-Principal
Mrs. Beth Vandercar ..................................................... Interim Co-Principal
Mrs. Diane Keller ........................................Director of Religious Formation
Mr. Peter Miller .................................................Director of Music Ministries
Mrs. Ann Carr .................................................................. Business Manager
Mrs. Joanne Kater ............................................................... Parish Secretary
Ms. Lisa Roddis .................................................................. School Secretary
Mr. Jerry Keller ............................................................................ Custodian
Parish Office/Rectory .............................................................217-423-6223
Holy Family School Office ......................................................217-423-7049
Holy Family School FAX .........................................................217-423-0137
Holy Family Convent ..............................................................217-429-5931
Parish Website ..................................................www.decaturholyfamily.com
School Website ............................................................... www.hfcschool.org
Rectory email ............................................holyfamilychurch1@comcast.net
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Holy Family Parish
Mission Statement

Led by the Spirit and example of the Holy Family,
our parish community embraces as its mission

the salvation of all people.

Rooted in the celebration of the Eucharist,
we go forth to serve, to educate,

and to live daily the message of Jesus Christ.

Parish Ministries
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

The Pastoral Council is an advisory board designed to consult with the 
Pastor so that all aspects of parish life reflect the mission and ministry 
of Jesus. The Council consists of the Pastor, Pastoral Associate, and 
nine parish members chosen by consensus.

PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL
The Finance Council is an advisory board designed to consult with the 
Pastor concerning the financial aspects and concerns of the parish.

RCIA
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is the process that 
prepares people for admission into the Catholic Church through a 
series of weekly sessions from September to May and prepares them 
for Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist. The sessions explore Catholic 
teachings and the role faith plays in modern living. This process is 
open to anyone, high school age or older, who may be interested in 
joining the Catholic Church.

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
Extraordinary Ministers are parishioners who distribute the Eucharist 
at Mass. Ministers may also distribute the Eucharist to shut-ins and 
nursing home residents. Parishioners of high school age or older may 
be Extraordinary Ministers.

LECTORS
Lectors proclaim the Word of God at Mass. Parishioners of high school 
age or older may be lectors.

USHERS
Ushers facilitate Mass by welcoming visitors, finding seating for 
parishioners, collecting the offerings, and distributing bulletins and 
other information at the end of Mass. Any high school age parishioner 
or older may serve in this important ministry to the parish.
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GIFT BEARERS
Gift Bearers are parishioners who bring the gifts to the altar for 
preparation. All parish members are welcome to become Gift Bearers 
at weekend and Holy Day Masses.

ALTAR SERVERS
Young people, 5th grade through 8th grade, may be altar servers at the 
weekend Masses.

GREETERS
The Ministry of Greeter is open to all members of the parish and is 
a ministry of welcome and hospitality to those coming to celebrate 
weekend Eucharist.

LITURGICAL MUSIC
Liturgy is the public worship of our Catholic Faith. Holy Family 
Parishioners can share their talents in the various aspects of the liturgical 
music ministry of our parish which includes Adult Choir, Contemporary 
Music Group, cantors, other musicians, and instrumentalists.

The Director of Music Ministries directs the Adult Choir; trains, schedules 
and rehearses with the Cantors and Musicians for the weekend; and 
selects the hymns for the weekend Eucharistic celebrations.

Adult Faith Formation
Small group study various topics of the Catholic faith and is open to 
all parishioners. Dates vary throughout the year.

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
Parish School of Religion (PSR) provides public school students with 
religious instruction. Classes are available for parish students in First 
Grade through Junior High. Classes are held on Wednesday evenings 
from 6:15 to 7:15 p.m. in the school.

PRAYER LINE
Holy Family Prayer Line is a ministry designed to offer prayers in support 
of petitions called in for both parishioners and non-parishioners. When a 
prayer request is called in to one of the leaders, they begin a phone relay 
to many other volunteers who pray for the special intentions of the caller.

ADORATION
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament occurs on Thursdays in church 
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. during the school year.

MINISTRY TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK
Dedicated parishioners visit the homebound and take Holy 
Communion to them.
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844844--820820--11371137
Call Today for a FREE ESTIMATE

LeafGuard is guaranteed never
to clog as long as you own your
home or we’ll clean it for FREE

Eliminates the risk of
falling off  the ladder to
clean clogged gutters

Durable, all-weather tested system–not a fl imsy attachment

Seamless, one-piece system keeps
out leaves, pine needles and debris!$99

INSTALLATION
Does not include cost of material. Expires 02/28/23.

with free in-home estimate 

$25
AMAZON GIFT CARD

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. 
Retail value is $25. Off er sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and 
installs seamless gutter protection. This off er is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.  If married or involved with 
a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a 
photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not 
eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous 
participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company 
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal 
or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via fi rst class United States Mail or 
e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form provided at presentation. Not valid in conjunction with any 
other promotion or discount of any kind. Off er not sponsored or promoted by Amazon and is subject to change without 
notice prior to reservation. See https://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html?nodeId=G7KXB4EYEHXZRUMA 
for gift card restrictions. Expires 02/28/23.

    For a FREE brochure call:

1-800-884-4811

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alonealone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always there for me, 

with 

GPS!

Batteries NEVER 
Need Charging!

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KITFREE!

AS SEEN ON

TV



Holy Family Parish Guide Book & Directory

6

PRE-BAPTISMAL CLASSES
Classes are held monthly for parents wanting their child(ren) to be 
baptized. This pre-baptismal instruction is required for those wishing 
to have a child baptized in our parish.

FUNERAL LUNCHEONS
Holy Family offers a lunch after a funeral for the families of the deceased.

HOLY FAMILY LADIES GROUP
This group is open to all women of Holy Family Parish. During the year 
we have various speakers, work on projects for nursing homes, host 
the annual Paper Shower for the Convent, provide Welcome Baskets 
to new parishioners, and donate to the Angel Tree and Food Drive. 
Meetings are the 3rd Monday of each month.

HOOKS & NEEDLES FOR HOPE
This group, open to everyone of the parish, crochets or knits hats that 
are donated to Cancer Care.

PROJECT LINUS
Our mission is to make blankets that provide love, a sense of security, 
warmth and comfort to hospitalized children of Macon county. The 
blankets are made of cotton, fleece, flannel and are sewn, knitted or 
crocheted. Join us for fellowship and learning blanket making skills.
Meetings are the 2nd Thursday of each month at 2:00 p.m.

SISTER PARISH
Holy Family Parish has a Sister Parish in San Laureano, El Salvador. 
Each month there is a collection for our brothers & sisters there, 
and during the year various activities are done to enhance our 
understanding of their country, culture, & lifestyle.
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Gustafson & Associates
Accounting, Payroll & Tax services for Individuals and Businesses

Serving Central Illinois for over 30 years

Matt & Amy Jedlicka, Owners
3280 N. Woodford St., Decatur, IL 62526

217.875.2500
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Catholic Charities
of Decatur

Catholic Charities extending to all faiths the healing and empowering 
presence of Jesus.

Catholic Charities is a non-profit licensed family and child welfare agency. 
It is a nationally accredited corporation and member of the United Way, 
providing free or low cost services that cover the life span of residents of 
Macon, Moultrie and Shelby Counties.

Our main building is located at 247 W Prairie Ave and is open
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Monday - Friday.

The following services are offered:
• Student Counseling Program (at our 4 Catholic Schools)
• Eldercare Options – 217-428-3458
• Elderly Guardianship – 217-428-3458
• Meals on Wheels (home delivered & congregate) – 217-422-6611 

WE ARE ALWAYS IN NEED OF VOLUNTEERS TO DELIVER 
MEALS

• Faith in Action/Matter of Balance – 217-428-0013
• Legal Services - by appointment only – 1-800-745-5194
• Health Connect (referrals from St Mary’s ER only)

We also have a facility next door East at 239 W Prairie Ave.

The following services are offered:
• Dental Voucher Program - by appointment only -217- 428-6772
• MedAssist (Maintenance Prescription Assistance) - by appointment 

only – 217-475-0270
• SHIP (Senior Health Insurance Program Assistance) - by 

appointment only – 217-475-0270
• Food Pantry (closed Thursdays, rest of week 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.) – 

217-428-6817
• Mobile Food Pantry Program (no referrals)
• 4 Seasons Resale Store (located at 2725 N Water) – 217-428-3475
(Mon thru Fri 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.)
(Sat. 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.)

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SEVERAL PROGRAMS AND 
DONATIONS GRATEFULLY ACCEPTED.

Please call us at – 217-428-3458
Greg Fitzgerald, Temporary Interim Area Director
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HVAC & Plumbing Service Department
–24/7 On-Call Service–

121 S. Webster Street • Decatur, IL 62523
(217) 422-9590 or (217) 331-8909
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Holy Family
Catholic School

Buzz Book
2022
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Parish Benefactors
Kenney’s Ace Hardware

2880 Mount Zion Road
(217) 864-9314

Terry & Libby Kenney, Parishioners
tlkenney82@yahoo.com

South Shores Auto
1675 S. Franklin Street Rd

Decatur, IL 62521
(217) 429-5870

Lindsey Kreher, Owner
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Holy Family Catholic 
School

Holy Family Catholic School offers an excellent faith-based, academic 
foundation for children in Preschool through Eighth Grade. We offer 
a PreK3 and PreK4 academic preschool program with all day and half 
day options. Our PreK through grade 8 curriculum is reviewed regularly 
and follows the Illinois State Learning Standards. All of our teachers are 
highly-qualified, dedicated professionals. Our teachers create engaging, 
hands-on learning activities at all grade levels. Classes are offered in 
religion, technology, music, band, art, physical education and Spanish as 
well as the basic curricular areas of math, literature, grammar, reading, 
writing, science and history. Instructional coaches act as additional 
support to provide focused instruction in the areas of math and reading. 
The religious, intellectual and social development of the student is 
strengthened through an environment of caring, loving, trusting and 
respectful relationships on the part of teachers, families and students. 
Students and families volunteer at the Good Samaritan Inn alongside 
our Holy Family Catholic Church parishioners and also actively support 
the annual community food drive, Special Olympics, and additional 
community events and fundraisers throughout the year

Enrollment is open to all students and families within our community. 
Tuition is reasonable and financial assistance is available to those who 
qualify. Holy Family Catholic School offers Extended Care beginning at 
7:00 AM each morning and after school until 5:00 PM.

School Advisory Board
Holy Family Catholic School Advisory Board supports Catholic education 
and values at Holy Family Catholic School. The Advisory Board is unique 
and acts under the direction of the guidelines established by the Diocese. 
The role of the School Advisory Board is to serve as an advisory council to 
the Pastor and Principal on school-related items. It is the Advisory Board’s 
responsibility to research the needs of the school, listen to the school and 
parish community, and offer advice related to the development of policies 
which enhance the education at our school.
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Parent Teacher Group
(PTG)

Mission: To serve students, staff and families and advance the educational 
opportunities at Holy Family Catholic School.

The Parent Teacher Group (PTG) is composed of all parents and families 
to help build community, and a collaborative relationship between 
administration, staff and families. The Back-to-School picnic; Trunk-
or-Treat, Dinner Dance Auction; STEM Family Nights; Scholastic Book 
Fair; and the annual Fish Fry evenings are just a few of the opportunities 
the group makes possible to fund activities/supplies and/or enrichment 
for students and families. Everyone at Holy Family Catholic School is a 
member of PTG and benefits from their efforts!

Athletic Association
The Holy Family Catholic School Athletic Association oversees and 
supports the athletic activities available at Holy Family Catholic School. 
Gate receipts and concession profits help support the athletic programs 
as well as needed equipment. The Decatur Catholic Schools Co-op offers 
extracurricular opportunities such as basketball, volleyball, soccer, cross 
country, track and Scholastic Bowl are offered with the endorsement of the 
Illinois Elementary School Association (IESA).


