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Gary United Methodist Church
In mission since 1853

224 North Main Street, Wheaton, Illinois 60187
Phone/Fax (630) 668-3100/668-8279

Email: office@garychurch.org
Website: www.garychurch.org

Facebook: facebook.com/garyumc

Winfield Community
United Methodist Church

0S347 Jefferson, PO Box 359, Winfield, Illinois 60190
Phone/Fax (630) 668-8970/668-1086

Email: office@winfieldumc.org
Website: www.winfieldumc.org

Facebook: facebook.com/winfieldcommumc
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Gary United Methodist Church
An Invitation to Grow, Serve, Belong!

Welcome to Gary United Methodist Church, a vibrant place of mission and 
ministry with deep roots in the community going back to 1853, when the 
Gary and Wheaton families founded the church. If you are looking for a 
community where you can grow in faith, share your passions, explore your 
questions, and express your beliefs in action, we invite you to be part of 
our family of faith.

Our many programs and ministries provide opportunities to develop a 
deeper relationship with Christ, build caring relationships with others, and 
share Christ’s love in the world. Wherever you are in your faith journey, 
we invite you to take a look at this ministry catalog and our website to 
find ways to get connected. We welcome you to contact one of our staff 
members to let us know your interests.

What does it mean that we are a United Methodist Church?
Begun by John Wesley in 1729, today the United Methodist Church is 
a 12.3-million-strong global church and the second largest Protestant 
denomination in the United States. As a United Methodist congregation we 
affirm the faith shared by all Christians, with particular emphasis on God’s 
grace and putting Christian faith into action. Grounded in scripture yet 
willing to ask questions and wrestle with difficult issues, we continue in 
the tradition of living out our faith by sharing Christ’s love in the world.

Our Values
At Gary United Methodist Church, our values are rooted in God’s 
unconditional love and our desire to love God and love our neighbor. We 
are deeply committed to helping those in need locally, nationally, and 
globally; to providing opportunities for all ages to grow in faith; and to 
fostering caring relationships in our faith community. These core values 
are reflected in our mission statement.

Mission Statement
Grow in faith, knowledge and understanding of Christ as Lord

and Savior
Serve our community and the world by sharing time, gifts, talents

Nurture one another through worship, fellowship, love
 Demonstrate our discipleship to Christ
 Proclaim God’s grace and Good News
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Our Staff
Senior Pastor ...............................................................Rev. Dr. Chris Pierson
 cpierson@garychurch.org

Part-Time Associate Pastor ..................................................Rev. Brian Jones
 bjones@garychurch.org

Children’s Ministries Director / Adult Education Coordinator
  ........................................................................................... Carey Bebar
 cbebar@garychurch.org

Director of Youth Ministries .........................................................Daniel Lee
 dlee@garychurch.org

Director of Music / Choir Director ..................................... Jennifer Whiting
 jwhiting@garychurch.org

Organist .................................................................................... Kevin Lange
 klange@garychurch.org

Business Administrator ................................................................Deb Evans
 devans@garychurch.org

Office Administration ..............................................................Debra Hafner
 office@garychurch.org

Director of Communications .................................................... Janet Mathis
 jmathis@garychurch.org

Electronic Communications .....................................................Becky Lemna
 blemna@garychurch.org

Print Communications ................................................................ Pam Keller
 pkeller@garychurch.org

Preschool Director ........................................................... Kirsten McCluskey
 preschool@garychurch.org
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Worship Opportunities
Our Sunday morning service is traditional in style and includes readings, 
prayers, a sermon, vibrant music, and a children’s message. 
At the time of printing, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, our 
services are livestreamed from our Sanctuary at 9 a.m. each 
Sunday and can be viewed at our website, garychurch.org. A 
recording of the service is available throughout the week.

We invite you to visit our website, garychurch.org, 
for updates on our worship schedule and current 
information on the ministries listed below.

Adult Christian Education
and Discipleship

Gary Church offers a variety of Adult Christian Education opportunities to 
help nurture our growth as Christians, connect with a smaller group of folks 

within the larger congregation, and build relationships. 
We are intentional in offering practical and innovative 
opportunities through Bible study, book discussions, 
special speakers, and topical issues. These offerings are 
intended to provide places for us to be challenged, think 
deeper about Christian life, and engage in conversation 
with others who have similar and differing viewpoints 
as we walk the journey of faith together. Additionally, 
fellowship groups provide an opportunity to be part of 
smaller gatherings to get to know others and grow closer 
as a community of faith.

Care Ministries
At Gary Church there are many opportunities to care and be cared for 
during the joys and challenges of life. If you, or someone you know, is 
in need of a listening ear, helping hand, or 
words of encouragement, we would like 
to come alongside you in prayer, care, and 
love. Contact the Church Office if you could 
use the support of one of our care teams or 
would like to serve in care ministries.
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  y providing the finest resources 
for the compassionate care of those 
who have been touched by death, 
we seek to honor God, in whom 
lies our strength.

B

304 N. Main St, Wheaton • Ph: (630) 668-0027 • www.hultgrenfh.com

Hultgren Funeral Home & Cremation Services

Call about our Planned Service Agreement

Celebrating over 50 years of service!

Family owned since 1961, we are proud to 
serve Gary United Methodist Church 

and its families.

(877) 332-9417  •  CovLivingWindsorPark.org

Senior living,  
with promise.
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Gary Kids
Children are a vital part of our faith community. Our 
goal is to partner with families to share the love of God 
with children and nourish life-long relationships with 
his son, Jesus. Or, as we put it, to help kids grow in 
faith.

Gary Youth
At Gary Church, we believe that Christian education is 
a high priority for all of us—children, youth, and adults 
alike. We want to provide every opportunity for our 
youth to grow in love for one another and God.



Gary/Winfi eld Community UMC Guide Book & Directory

7

381 South Main Place
Carol Stream, IL 60188

LIVE YOUR LIFE WITH 

Vibrance 

331-218-2837AnthologySeniorLiving.com/Wheaton
A N T H O L O G Y  O F  W H E A T O N

A SSISTED LIVING / MEMORY C ARE

Bible Basics: RP3
Read to Picture, to Ponder, to Put into action

FREE to download requirements from: www.praypub.org
For more information: 1-800-933-7729

Read Bible stories together with 
families, Sunday school classes, 
Scout groups ...anybody interested 
in the Bible!

For All Ages (Including Parents and Leaders)

Perfect for Campouts or Weekend Retreats 
(Three 45 Minute Long Sessions)

Bible-based Christian Education Programs

Patches & Pins 
Available for Purchase

New Patch Series From P.R.A.Y.
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Music Ministry
Speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,

singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord.
~ Ephesians 5:19

Methodists have always been a “singing people.” Music in worship gives 
praise to God, expresses our faith, comforts our souls, and nurtures our 
community. We invite musicians of all ages and all levels to explore God’s 
gifts through music at Gary.

Mission and Outreach
Gary’s Mission and Outreach supports a variety of local, regional, and 
international organizations, enabling individuals to live their faith through 
prayer, hands-on work, financial support, donations of needed items, 
companionship, and/or systemic change. In addition to these missions, 
many of which arose from the interests and passions of our congregation, 
we support other causes of the United Methodist Church, allowing us to 
combine our offerings with those of other United Methodists nationally 
and globally to enact change around the world.
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844844--820820--11371137
Call Today for a FREE ESTIMATE

LeafGuard is guaranteed never
to clog as long as you own your
home or we’ll clean it for FREE

Eliminates the risk of
falling off  the ladder to
clean clogged gutters

Durable, all-weather tested system–not a fl imsy attachment

Seamless, one-piece system keeps
out leaves, pine needles and debris!

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. 
Off er sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. 
This off er is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.  If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend 
and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter 
into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this off er: employees of Company or affi  liated companies or entities, their 
immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and 
former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal
or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via fi rst class United States Mail or e-mailed within
30 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Off er not sponsored
or promoted by Darden and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 12/31/2021.

with free in-home estimate 

$25
On Purchases with your Synchrony Bank credit card. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the promotional
purchase is not paid in full within 12 Months. $29 account activation fee will apply. Fixed Monthly Payments required equal to 2.5% of
the highest balance applicable to this promo purchase until paid in full. Off er applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases.
No monthly interest will be charged on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full [within12 Months]. If you do
not, monthly interest will be charged on the promo purchase from the purchase date. Fixed monthly payments are required equal to
2.5% of the highest balance applicable to this promo purchase until paid in full. The fi xed monthly payment will be rounded to the next
highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional
purchase. Depending on purchase amount, promotion length and payment allocation, the required minimum monthly payments may or
may not pay off  purchase by end of promotional period. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion
ends, to promotional purchase, except that the fi xed monthly payment will continue to be required until the promotion is paid in full.
For new accounts: Purchase APR is 26.99% Minimum Interest Charge is $2. One-time Account Activation Fee of $29 charged at time
fi rst purchase posts to account. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit
approval. Expires 12/31/21.

INTEREST-FREE
FINANCING 
FOR

MONTHS!
Yes!Yeeeeeeessssssss!$Financing
Available
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Preschool and Parents’ Morning Out
Gary United Methodist Preschool has been providing classes for 3 and 4-year-
olds and pre-K since 1969. Classes run September through May. Additionally, 
a Parents’ Morning Out Program is offered for children 18 months–3 years. 
The school complies with all DCFS regulations, and the staff is approved by 
the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services. Information on class 
schedules, curriculum, and fees can be found on the Gary Preschool page 
of garychurch.org or by contacting Preschool Director Kirsten McCluskey at 
preschool@garychurch.org or through the Church Office.

Scouting Ministries
Gary Church sponsors Cub Scout Pack 335 and Boy Scout Troop 35. 
Various Girl Scout and Brownie Troops also meet at Gary. For more 
information contact the Church Office.

Baptisms and Weddings
Contact the Church Office or visit our website for more information.

The Affiliation of
Gary and Winfield Community

United Methodist Churches
In 1997, Gary United Methodist Church and Winfield Community United 
Methodist Church joined together in a unique and exciting ministry. 
We share resources, blessings, and gifts and—in the spirit of Christian 
community—understand that we are stronger and more effective together 
than either can be apart. In an address to Annual Conference, the Bishop 
called the Gary/Winfield affiliation “one of the Shining Lights” in the 
Northern Illinois Conference and called on more churches to engage in 
non-traditional ministries to better serve God and God’s people.
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Church Benefactors
Ivy Steaks•Chops•Seafood
Two Private Dining Rooms Available For Rehearsal

Lunches & Dinners, Receptions, Anniversaries,

Birthdays, Business, Baptisms & Confirmations

120 N. Hale St., Wheaton, IL 60187
(630) 665-2489•www.ivyofwheaton.com
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Winfield Community
United Methodist Church

Our Staff
Winfield UMC Pastor ....................................................Rev. Bruce Anderson
 pastorbrucea@gmail.com
Director of Music / Choir Director / Pianist ................................Olive Aliga
Print Coordinator ........................................................................ Pam Keller
 pkeller@garychurch.org

Worship Opportunities
Sunday Worship Services are at 10:30 a.m. For updates to the schedule, 

please visit winfieldumc.org.

Vision Statement
The mission of Winfield Community United Methodist Church

is to create an environment that nurtures persons as they seek to
understand and spread the Good News of the unconditional love
of Jesus Christ through serving the local and world communities.

Missions and Outreach
West Chicago Food Pantry

The need to help the hungry has no day or week. 
Donations of non-perishable food may be brought 
to the basket in the Narthex. Donations are taken 
regularly to the West Chicago Food Pantry.

Winter Hats, Mittens, Gloves, and Scarves 
Drive

Our annual drive helps to give children in need 
some protection and comfort from the cold 
weather in the winter. Donations are delivered 
to area grade schools.

Rainbow Covenant
By giving to this program of the Northern Illinois 
Conference of the United Methodist Church, 
Winfield Church supports local, regional, and 
international missions.


