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St. Therese Little Flower Parish
5560 Kirby Avenue ª Cincinnati, Ohio 45239

(513) 541-5560 ª Fax (513) 681-2631
www.littleflower-church.org

Hello Everyone,

I still feel like the new kid on the block, having started here at St. Therese 
Little Flower the first week of June 2021. From the first day that I arrived, 
I felt a very warm welcome from the staff and all the parishioners. “A small 
parish with a big heart” rang true to my ears. Since then, every morning 
when I wake up, I am excited to come in. Many of my brothers at St. 
Anthony Friary and Shrine will say “off to work?” and I reply, “no, off to 
fun!” So far it has been a genuine pleasure for me to be here.

I applaud our fine staff. Although small in number, they do big work. Beth, 
Kelsey, Carol, Greg, and David are worth their weight in gold. They keep 
the “machinery” well-oiled and running smoothly. They make the day-to-
day work much fun.

I also applaud all of you, our parishioners. Your love of our parish is most 
evident. I see it in the way you greet one another at our liturgies and in 
our day-to-day contact. I have had many friends who have come to Mass 
here on the weekends remark on how warmly they were greeted. Your 
hospitality has them coming back!

We are still struggling with COVID-19. When it will end no one knows. The 
fight for the health of all people goes on. Even though the dispensation 
from attending Mass on Sundays is over, some people still do not attend. 
Nevertheless, more people are coming to Mass every weekend. It will take 
time to return to normalcy. We are keeping safe here at the parish. I look 
forward to seeing the church full again. We are not alone in this. Every 
parish in our Archdiocese experiences the same. We can only pray.

“Beacons of Light” is another change we are experiencing. Again, all 
parishes are in the same boat. At the time of this writing the first draft of 
changes has been made public. Time will tell. I have faith in the process. 
Let us pray for one another as we adjust to any changes. Mother Church is 
all about Jesus Christ not about specific places. Place your trust in the Holy 
Spirit, the true leader of the Church.

A warm welcome to our new parishioners. If you are looking for a great 
parish, this is it! It is my aim to provide you with good liturgies, heartfelt 
homilies, and a sacred sacramental parish life. Peace and All Good to you.

Love,

Rev. David Kobak, O.F.M.
Parochial Vicar, St. Therese Little Flower
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Parish Staff
Fr. David Kobak, O.F.M. .........................................................Parochial Vicar
 frdave@littleflower-church.org
Fr. George Jacquemin .............................................. Parochial Administrator
 frgeorge@littleflower-church.org
Greg Niehaus .....................................................Director of Faith Formation
 gniehaus@littleflower-church.org
Rose Berns .......................................................... Director of Music Ministry
 rberns@littleflower-church.org
Kelsey Schneider ...................................................... Business Administrator
 kschneider@littleflower-church.org
Beth Gideon ........................................................... Administrative Assistant
 Beth@littleflower-church.org
 ParishOffice@littleflower-church.org
Carol Gabis ................................................................. Ministry Coordinator
David Pille .................................................................................... Custodian

Parish Information
Parish Office: 5560 Kirby Ave.

Telephone: (513) 541-5560 • Fax: (513) 681-2631
E-mail: parishoffice@littleflower-church.org

Website: www.littleflower-church.org

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday, 8:00 a.m. to noon and 1:00 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. Closed on Fridays

Emergency Contact only: Dial 541-7819 and follow emergency 
instructions.

Watch our Mass online – weekend, weekday, and other special Masses, 
such as holy day Masses and funerals are available to watch live or on-
demand on the parish website.

Little Flower Connect – a weekly email that contains the bulletin and 
any parish news. Send an email to the Parish Office to sign up.

Mission Statement
We are a community of evangelizing disciples being transformed by the 
Gospel in order to transform our parish, our neighborhood, and our world 
by cultivating faith formation, participating in spirit-filled worship, fostering 
stewardship, and reaching out in the name of Jesus to those in need.
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Parish Consultative Bodies 
Parish Council
 Michelle Blunk, Recording Secretary
 Betty Cepluch, Member-at-large
 Jerome Gabis, Member-at-large
 Bud Lienhart, Vice-Chairperson
 Jim Nichols, Member-at-large
 Vince Rizzo, Chairperson
 Fr. David Kobak, O.F.M. (Ex-Officio Member)
 Fr. George Jacquemin (Ex-Officio Member)
 Kelsey Schneider (Ex-Officio Member)
 
Faith Formation Commission 
  Joe D’Angelo
 Marianne Hartkemeyer
 John Meyer
 Greg Niehaus (Commission Representative)
 Fr. David Kobak, O.F.M. (Ex-Officio Member)
 
Finance Commission
 Mike Desmier
 Laura Lupp
 Carl Rosskopf
 Jim Schreyer (Commission Representative)
 Kelsey Schneider (Ex-Officio Member)
 Fr. George Jacquemin (Ex-Officio Member)

Peace and Justice Commission
  Mike Bechtold
 Mike Dempsey
 Greg Niehaus (Commission Representative)
 Fr. David Kobak, O.F.M. (Ex-Officio Member)
 
Worship Commission
 Mary Jo Chavez
 Carol Gabis
 Rose Berns (Commission Representative)
 Fr. David Kobak, O.F.M. (Ex-Officio Member)



St. Therese Litt le Flower Parish Guide Book & Directory

5

FRANK B. ROSENACKER • SUE E. GILKEY 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Wills • Estate Planning • Business • Probate • Tax Preparation • Real Estate 
 

5537 Cheviot Road     Cincinnati, OH 45247 
513-923-5232 

Skilled & Long  
Term Care

Physical,  
Occupation  

& Speech  
Therapy

All Private 
Rooms

Medicare,  
Medicaid,  

& Most  
Insurances

Call today to learn more  
on how we can help!

513.605.3000

Can’t be
explained ~ only 

experienced

Interdenominational – faith based program 
Established in 1956

Held at Tar Hollow State Park Resident
Camp the fi rst full week of August

Coed camp for incoming 6th graders to
current year high school grads

All inclusive affordable registration fee
with discounts available

www.sfacamp.org

2553 Banning Road • Cincinnati, Ohio 45239
(513) 522-3700 • www.frederickfh.com

Frederick Funeral Home
Serving the Community for 4 Generations
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Parish Organization Contacts
Bereavement Ministry ........................................ Jim Nichols ........ 385-4871
Bereavement Support Group ......................... Anita Bechtold ........ 542-2472
Eucharistic Ministry to Homebound ..................Parish Office ........ 541-5560
Lay Minister Coordinator ................................... Carol Gabis ........ 681-4164
Men’s Society ................................................David Anneken ........ 574-4503
Music Ministry .................................................... Rose Berns ........ 541-5560
Old Timers Softball Club .................................. John Roelker ........ 542-3815
Parish Life .......................................................Betty Cepluch ........ 236-9207
Madagascar Twinning Mission ........................ Jerome Gabis ........ 681-4164
Prayer Chain .....................................................Parish Office ........ 541-5560
 or parishoffice@littleflower-church.org
RCIA ............................................................... Greg Niehaus ........ 541-5560
Servers ............................................................... Carol Gabis ........ 541-5560
St. Vincent de Paul .............................................Bud Chavez ........ 542-4816
Ushers ...............................................................Parish Office ........ 541-5560

Our Lady of Grace
Catholic School

Principal ............................................................. Mandy Kirk ........ 931-3070
 E-mail: mkirk@olgcs.org

Worship & Prayer
Mass Schedule:
Weekday Monday-Thursday 8:30 a.m.
 See weekly bulletin for exceptions.
Weekend Saturday 4:30 p.m.
 Sunday 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Rosary:

Monday-Thursday before 8:30 a.m. Mass
St. Therese Novena:
Monday after 8:30 a.m. Mass

Sacrament of Penance: Saturday from 3:30-4:00 p.m. and by appointment.
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St. Therese, the Little Flower 
(1873-1897)

Our Parish Patron Saint
Therese entered the Carmelite Convent in Lisieux, France 
at the age of 15, after an exhaustive personal appeal for 
permission to her Bishop and an audience with the Pope. 
She developed what she called her little way of getting to 
Heaven, by offering herself and accepting the will of the 
Lord, in the simple, yet hard tasks of cloistered convent 
life. She died from tuberculosis at the age of 24 and was 
declared a saint in 1925 after four miracles were attributed 
to her intervention. She was declared a Doctor of the 
Church by Pope John Paul II on October 19, 1997, after 
recognizing that no one ever questioned Therese’s holiness. 
Additional reasons are the validity of Pope St. Pius X 
declaration naming her “the greatest saint of modern 
times,” and the acceptance of her numerous writings as 
error free and faithful to her authentic tradition.

Novena Prayer
O Little St. Therese of the Child Jesus, who during thy short life on earth 
became a mirror of angelic purity, of love strong as death, and of whole-
hearted abandonment to God, now that Thou rejoicest in the reward of thy 
virtues, cast a glance of pity on me as I leave all things in thy hands. Make 
my troubles thine own; speak a word for me to our Lady Immaculate whose 
flower of special love thou wert to that Queen of Heaven “who smiled on thee 
at the dawn of life.” Beg her as Queen of the Heart of Jesus to obtain for me 
by her powerful intercession, the grace I yearn for so ardently at this moment; 
and that she join with it a blessing that may strengthen me during life, 
defend me at the hour of death, and lead me straight on to a happy eternity. 
I also beseech thee to obtain the particular favor I ask in this (Here each will 
ask, in private, the special favor he wishes to obtain.) But if what I ask is not 
for the honor and glory of God, the salvation of my own soul, and the welfare 
of those for whom I pray, bear us all in remembrance, petitioning for us the 
remission of sins, and the enjoyment of an everlasting kingdom, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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Beacons of Light
Beacons of Light is a multi-year process of pastoral planning for the 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati. Groupings of parishes will come together as one 
faith community. These new “Families of Parishes” will be stronger, with 
the resources to focus more on mission than on maintenance. Pastors and 
parish leaders will then plan for the future of their Family of Parishes.

Beacons of Light will impact every parish in the archdiocese, including ours. 
To stay on top of the latest developments on Beacons of Light, sign up for the 
free monthly Beacons Update newsletter at www.CatholicAOC.org/Beacons.

On October 1, 2021, the Archdiocese of Cincinnati announced the draft of 
Families of Parishes for the Beacons of Light process.

Our parish has been placed in a family with:
• St. Clare, College Hill
• Mother of Christ, Winton Hills
• Church of the Resurrection, Bond Hill.

This is a draft. The final draft will be announced and approved by the 
Archbishop in December.

Any potential changes within the families of parishes will not take effect 
until July 1, 2022.

Little Flower
Rosegarden Enrollment

Members of the Little Flower Rosegarden are remembered in eight Masses that 
Little Flower Church celebrates on the principal feast days of St. Thérèse and at 
least once a month at a Sunday Mass throughout the year. In commemoration 
of the members, a rose garden is kept and cared for on the northwest side of the 
church at the shrine of the Little Flower. To enroll someone in the Rosegarden, 
stop by or call the Parish Office. There is a $35 stipend.

St. Therese’s Feast Days:
January 2, 1873 .....................................................Birthday of Little Flower
April 9, 1888 .................................................................... Entry into Carmel
April 29, 1923 .......................................................................... Beatification
May 8, 1884 ......................................................................First Communion
May 17, 1925 .......................................................................... Canonization
September 8, 1890 ..........................................................Profession of Vows
(September 30, 1897 ..........................................Death, Entry into Heaven)
October 1 ...................................................................................... Feast Day
October 19, 1997 ......................................... Declared Doctor of the Church
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Parish Benefators
LaRosa’s College Hill
Budget Catering Now Hiring

Full/Part-Time Drivers & Cooks
Apply at 5830 Hamilton Ave.
Thank you to all our guests!
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History of St. Therese Little 
Flower Parish

In 1926, Little Flower Parish had a humble beginning in a blacksmith 
shop converted into a chapel at the corner of North Bend Road and Colerain 
Avenue. Soon after, plans were drawn for the original church and school. 
Archbishop John T. McNicholas granted permission to start construction in 
July of 1928. The church and school were completed in March of 1929.

A memorial rose garden honoring St. Therese, the Little Flower, was 
completed in 1930. Devotion to St. Therese began with the completion of 
the rose garden and grew rapidly. People began traveling to our parish, 
which became known as the “The Shrine of the Little Flower” from all over 
the country. In 1937, a nine-day Novena to St. Therese, the Little Flower 
drew over 50,000 people.

The parish continued to grow over the years. In the 1950’s, additional 
school classrooms were built. On April 9, 1961, our present church was 
completed and dedicated by Bishop Paul F. Liebold and Archbishop Karl J. 
Alter. A bulging school was remedied with construction of the junior high 
wing and cafeteria enlargement in 1964. In 1996 a new school office and 
meeting rooms were added to the school, and a parish center consisting of 
a combination gymnasium and auditorium were completed.

In 2006, through the generosity of our parishioners, a beautiful-sounding 
new electronic organ was installed in church.

As a result of our efforts to continue to provide an affordable, quality Catholic 
education for our children, St. Therese Little Flower Parish, along with the 
parishes of St. Ann in Groesbeck, St. Margaret Mary in North College Hill, and 
Assumption in Mt. Healthy, joined together to establish a new regional school. 
Our Lady of Grace Catholic School (OLG) was established in 2008 as an entity 
operated by the four covenant parishes. It is located on the St. Ann Parish 
campus at 2940 West Galbraith Rd. in Groesbeck.

Embracing the Future, a multi-year plan for future ministry in our parish 
was implemented from 2010 through 2015 and focused on six pastoral 
areas: (1) Parish Leadership, (2) Faith Formation and Transformation,
(3) Stewardship and Sustainability, (4) Community Building,
(5) Neighborhood Outreach, and (6) Communications. Pastoral Council, 
Faith Formation and Social Justice Commissions were formed as a result.

As part of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati’s Amazing Parish initiative, the parish 
adopted a new logo and motto, “Small Parish with a Big Heart” in 2019.
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Important Church Calendar Dates
2022

January
1 – Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God
2 – St. Therese’s Birthday
2 – Epiphany of the Lord

February

March

April
9 – St. Therese’s Entry in Carmel
10 – Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion
14 – Holy Thursday
15 – Good Friday
16 – Holy Saturday
17 – Easter Sunday
29 – St. Therese’s Beatification

May
8 – St. Therese’s First Communion
17 – St. Therese’s Canonization
29 – Ascension of the Lord

June
5 – Pentecost
12 – Holy Trinity
13 – Body and Blood of Christ
24 – Sacred Heart of Jesus

July

August
15 – Assumption of Mary

September
8 – St. Therese’s Profession of Vows
30 – St. Therese’s Death and Entry into Heaven

October
1 – St. Therese’s Feast Day
19 – St. Therese Declared Doctor of the Church

November
1 – All Saints
2 – All Souls
20 – Christ the King
27 – First Sunday of Advent

December
8 – Immaculate Conception
25 – Christmas
30 – The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
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Faith and Worship 
Ministry Opportunities

Ministry is simply the act of serving others, whether that is our fellow 
parishioners, our family members, or anyone in need. We are all called to 
minister in some way through the sacrament of our baptism. Yet we have 
all been given different gifts, so our calling is truly personal. Not everyone 
is called to lector or distribute food to those in need. We encourage all 
our parishioners to pray for the discernment of their God-given gifts and 
for the strength and wisdom of the Holy Spirit to use those gifts as God 
desires. For more information, or to volunteer for any of the following 
ministries, please call the contact person listed on page 5.

Liturgical Ministries
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMC) are 

parishioners who have been confirmed, who assist the priest in the 
distribution of Holy Communion at Mass. They may also be asked to 
take Communion to the homebound of the parish.

Greeter Ministry – welcomes parishioners and visitors to the church for Mass.

Lectors are parishioners who have been confirmed, who proclaim the 
Word of God at Mass and other liturgical celebrations in such a way 
that people hear and respond to God’s message of love. 

Music Ministry – We serve to heighten the musical life of Little Flower. We 
support congregational singing and offer special music to elevate liturgy. 
Whether you like to sing or play an instrument, parishioners of all ages 
are welcome to make a joyful noise unto the Lord.

• Parish Choir – From early September to Corpus Christi, the Parish 
Choir leads congregational singing and shares choral anthems at one 
of the Sunday Masses and special celebrations. Rehearsals take place 
Thursday evenings. Singers 14 years of age or older are welcome to 
join; no audition necessary!

• Cantor – When the choir is not singing for Mass, a cantor helps lead 
congregation singing. Cantors can be heard singing at Saturday and 
Sunday Masses throughout the entire year.

• St. Thérèse Brass – Led by Bill Haase, this brass ensemble performs 
at local retirement facilities as a way to give back to the elders of our 
community. On occasion, you can hear them at Mass collaborating 
with our Director of Music Ministry and Parish Choir. 

Servers are boys and girls of the parish who have made their First 
Communion, who serve God and His people by assisting the priest in 
preparation for and celebration of the Church’s liturgical rites.

Ushers are members of the parish who help with seating and the 
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stewardship offering.

Religious Education
Parish Religious Education aims at preparing Catholics for this central 

mission of evangelizing in the world. There are a variety of ways in 
which this most important task of Adult Faith Formation is presented 
at Little Flower Parish: live and media presentations, print resources, 
and small faith-sharing groups.

Our Lady of Grace Elementary School follows the graded course of study 
for the Archdiocese of Cincinnati for children in grades K-8. Opportunities 
for liturgical catechesis and participation as well as Christian service are 
important elements of the Catholic school experience. 

Sacramental Preparation
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the Church’s four-

period process for evangelizing, catechizing and initiating adults and 
children (age 7 and beyond) into Christ and the Church. The process 
culminates in Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist at the Easter Vigil 
Mass on Holy Saturday. Those already baptized in another Christian 
tradition are not re-baptized but make a profession of faith prior to 
their Confirmation and First Communion.

First Sacrament preparations include a parent-child workshop, home 
activities, catechesis, and Christian service. Parents, as primary 
educators of their children, assume the major role in 
preparing their children for the sacraments.

• Baptism Preparation for infants and children up to age six 
involves participation of prospective parents and Godparents in a 
one-session program prior to the baby’s birth or before the Baptism. 
The session includes reflection on the privilege of Christian parenting, 
the theology of Baptism and the components of the Rite of Baptism. 
Contact the Parish Office to schedule the workshop and the Baptism, 
which occurs within one of the parish weekend liturgies.

• First Reconciliation will be celebrated at the parish with children 
who have achieved the age of reason (7 years). Primary formation for 
this sacrament occurs at home, supplemented with instruction at Our 
Lady of Grace School or through catechesis at the parish.

• First Communion – The parish celebration will occur in May during 
a weekend parish liturgy. Children are prepared in the home and 
through catechesis at Our Lady of Grace School and/or at the parish.

• Confirmation – In the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, baptized Catholic 
youth who are at least twelve years of age may celebrate the 
Sacrament of Confirmation after the prescribed period of catechesis 
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at the Catholic school and/or parish.

Matrimony
To begin the preparation process, please call the Parish Office no later 
than six months prior to the date you would like to have your marriage.

Anointing of the Sick
The anointing of the sick is administered to bring spiritual and even 
physical strength during an illness, especially near the time of death. This 
sacrament is also for anyone who is seriously ill, having a serious medical 
procedure or anticipating surgery. Many times, the anointing can occur at 
the conclusion of one of our regularly scheduled Masses on weekends or 
weekdays. Please contact the Parish Office to receive the Anointing of Sick.

Eucharistic Ministry to Homebound
Notify the Parish Office to request Communion for the sick or homebound.

Outreach
Bereavement Ministry is a visible sign of the parish community’s care 

and concern for families and individuals mourning the loss of a loved 
one. Parishioners assist in the planning of the liturgy for the deceased 
and/or attend the Mass of Christian Burial.

Bereavement Support Group meets to discuss the emotions of grief 
associated with mourning the death of a loved one. An eight-week 
session is held once a year. The group tries to help each other learn to 
accept loss and embrace it.

Hospital Admissions: Please contact the Parish Office if you or 
any member of the parish is hospitalized. Because of privacy laws, 
hospitals do not provide notification to parishes. 

Madagascar Twinning Mission’s purpose is to seek a faith-filled 
relationship with another Catholic community outside of the parish. We 
“twin” with the Sisters of Divine Providence in Madagascar, which is a 
small island nation off the southeast coast of Africa. During three visits 
to Madagascar, Little Flower parishioners have been deeply moved by 
the Sisters’ work among the nation’s poorest. We have also welcomed the 
Sisters during their visits among us. We support one another in prayer and 
friendship and exchange news of our respective ministries and concerns. 
Parishioners provide monetary aid to the Sisters and sponsor children’s 
education in the small village of Pont Sofia in Northern Madagascar.

Prayer Chain is a community group whose members individually pray for 
a common list of intentions. Communication is via email. The praying is 
individual, in your home, at your convenience. Submit prayer intentions 
to the Parish Office at 541-5560 or parishoffice@littleflower-church.org.

 The person’s first name and a brief description of the reason should 
be included. An email with the list of intentions is sent on Monday 
afternoon. Urgent requests are sent as soon as possible.

Book of Prayer – A large Book of Prayer is in Church, near the choir 
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area, for parishioners to write their individual prayer requests.
 St. Vincent de Paul Society is a group of parishioners who show 

Christ’s concern for the needy of our parish territory by distributing 
food and other items throughout the year.

 Little Flower’s St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry is open on 
Tuesdays from 1:30-2:30 p.m. and 6:30-7:30 p.m. and serves the 
people who live within the Little Flower Parish boundaries. A photo 
ID and current proof of address and Social Security cards for children 
under 18 are required. The entrance to the food pantry is on Little 
Flower Ave. via the white garage doors.

The parish St. Vincent de Paul Society sponsors a Christmas program 
that provides toys and clothing to the needy in our area. Parishioners 
donate specific items of need, gift cards, or make monetary donations.

 

Parish Organizations
Consultative Bodies  

Faith Formation Commission consults with the catechetical leader in 
developing goals and strategies for adult, family and youth formation. 
Throughout the year, the Commission holds educational events that 
reflect the parish mission and goals and to inspire all on our faith journey.

Finance Commission advises Father and the Business Administrator on 
fiscal matters of the parish; develops an annual fiscal operation plan 
and other strategies to meet the cost of the spiritual and educational 
missions of the parish.

Parish Council includes six parishioners who meet five times a year to 
assist and advise Father in his role as spiritual shepherd of the parish 
community. To this end, they seek input from parishioners, evaluate 
issues of concern, prayerfully reflect with Father on matters of pastoral 
importance, make recommendations and offer him counsel.

  
Peace and Justice Commission develops a parish plan and 

framework for actions and decision-making that is based on Gospel 
values through self-study and education of parishioners on the 
principles of Catholic Social Teaching:

They help the parish community stay informed and updated on Church 
teaching regarding current Peace, Justice, Integrity of Creation, and Respect 
Life issues, and promote ways for parishioners to respond appropriately.

 
Worship Commission
 Through the liturgical seasons of Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, and 

Ordinary Time, Worship Commission develops the meaning of these 
seasons by way of music and church environment. The goal of this 
commission, in conjunction with the pastor, is to provide an uplifting 
liturgical experience, help deepen each person’s faith in God, and 
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develop the parish community of St. Therese Little Flower Church.

Parish Groups 
Men’s Society is open to all men of the parish age 18 and older. Optional 

annual dues are $5; meetings are the first Wednesday of every month 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Parish Center meeting room (6:30 p.m. for summer 
cookouts).

 The Men’s Society also offers an annual Catholic Action scholarship to 
a Little Flower student graduating from Our Lady of Grace School.

Old Timers Softball Club is an organization of men, 35 years of age 
and older, which forms a softball team in the Catholic Old Timer’s 
Social League.

Parish Life Committee serves the parish’s effort in promoting and 
developing Little Flower’s community life. It is dedicated to fostering the 
unconditional love of Jesus Christ throughout the parish community. We 
sponsor the Madagascar Twinning Project, schedule the greeters for our 
Masses, organize the Hospitality Sundays, the Wedding Anniversary Mass 
and reception, the Lenten Soup Suppers and the Madagascar Christmas 
Shoppe. Reaching out to the homebound is an important part of our 
ministry, plus contacting new parishioners.

Finances
Our principal source of revenue is the contributions of our 

parishioners. These funds support the sacramental ministry and services 
to our parish community (operating expenses), but also the never-
ending repairs, replacements and improvements to our physical property, 
parts of which are over 60 years old (capital expenses). The envelope 
system (envelopes are mailed to parishioners every other month) is very 
important to the financial and spiritual health of the parish. The use of 
envelopes by parishioners is a demonstration of their active involvement. 
Our envelope system also affords all parishioners the opportunity to 
support our St. Vincent de Paul Society, the Fr. Hamann Scholarship Fund, 
and various needs of the local archdiocese and beyond.

Since the closing of our Little Flower School, the parish has also 
received rental income through leasing our school building. The 
current tenant has been with us since July 2017.

The Kroger Community Rewards Program provides funds to Little 
Flower Parish every time a registered Kroger Plus Card is swiped at 
Kroger. To qualify for the program, the Plus Card must be registered 
online, and Little Flower must be set up to receive the funds. This is a 
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wonderful opportunity to provide funds for the parish.

Parish Fundraising
The Big Raffle and Basket Raffle are our biggest fundraisers, and their 
success is dependent on everyone’s participation. There is an Early 
Bird Big Raffle drawing in the spring and the winning tickets are 
drawn in October, along with the Basket Raffle winners.

Wills, Bequests, and Endowments can be a way to continue to assist 
the parish through a gift in your memory or that of a loved one. The 
parish is grateful for remembrance in wills, bequests, and donations 
from parishioners for the years of spiritual and other services the 
parish has provided for their families. Gifts can be of a specific dollar 
amount or a percentage of the estate and can be designated for a 
specific use (for example, for maintenance and upkeep of the church, 
for the St. Vincent de Paul Society, etc.). For more information or 
guidance on how to do this, contact the Business Administrator.

Electronic Giving – The parish utilizes WeShare to allow parishioners 
to make weekly or monthly contributions online. WeShare allows you 
to make your contributions with a debit or credit card or electronic 
check (ACH). With WeShare, you do not need to remember to bring 
your donation envelope to church and it allows you to stay current on 
your weekly offering if you are out of town. The parish will continue 
to track your offerings and report them to you once a year for tax 
purposes. If you are interested in participating in either program, 
please contact the Parish Office at 541-5560.

Archdiocesan Decree on Child Protection
Every person in a position which requires contact or interaction with youth 
or vulnerable adults must complete the SafeParish™ edition of Protecting 
Children from Sexual Abuse training session before they are permitted to work 
or volunteer within any of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati parishes, schools, or 
institutions. No one under the age of 18 is permitted to complete the training.

In addition to completing the training, employees and volunteers must 
stay current in completing their interactive video-based SafeParish™ 
quarterly bulletins on Child Protection in order to remain in compliance 
with the requirements of the Decree on Child Protection. Non-compliance 
will result in SafeParish™ account non-approval and non-compliant 
employees and volunteers will no longer be permitted to work with youth 
or vulnerable adults until compliance is reestablished. Please contact 
your local safe environment coordinator with questions regarding your 
SafeParish™ account or if your account is non-approved due to non-
compliance with the decree.

All volunteers and employees are required to complete the electronic/
online background check through SELECTION.com prior to beginning 
their volunteer activity or employment. There is a $25 for the one-time 
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background check.
 

Regional Catholic School
St. Therese Little Flower Parish, along with the parishes of St. Ann in 
Groesbeck, St. Margaret Mary in North College Hill, and Assumption in 
Mt. Healthy, joined in 2008 to establish a new regional school. Our Lady of 
Grace Catholic School (OLG) was established as an entity operated by the 
four covenant parishes. It is located on the St. Ann Parish campus at
2940 West Galbraith Rd. in Groesbeck.

In-Parish Tuition for 2021/22
$4,110 for 1st-8th grade
$4,380 for full day Kindergarten
The indicators of an active parishioner are in the areas of parish 
worship life (Sunday Mass attendance), and volunteer activities. An 
absence of participation in these areas has a great impact on parish life 
and parish financial resources for parish programs, including Our Lady 
of Grace School.

Out-of-Parish Tuition for 2021/22 
$6,250 K-8

Tuition aid is available to participating school families suffering 
economic hardship. Families requesting tuition aid should complete 
an online FACTS form. Instructions can be found on the OLG website 
at www.olgcs.org. Each OLG covenant parish establishes its own 
guidelines and determines eligibility and level of tuition aid to be 
granted to its member families.

Archdiocesan Tuition Assistance – Needs-based grants (up to 
$1,100) are available for students (regardless of religion) attending
K to 12th grade in Catholic schools in our archdiocese. Applications 
must be filed online through FACTS Management by January 30th 
each year. A link is available at www.olgcs.org.

Parish Facilities
Little Flower Parish has several facilities available for parish and 
parishioner use. Each facility varies as to usage, capacity, and availability. 
Contact the Parish Office for information on scheduling the facilities for 
parish or private events. Scheduling forms can also be found on the parish 
website, littleflower-church.org. All parish buildings have been designated 
as nonsmoking facilities.

The school building, Parish Center and fields are currently being leased to 
a private school. This means that most of the campus is unavailable during 
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weekdays from August through May. Some spaces may be used by prior 
reservation and approval.

Church
(896 maximum capacity)
Current use: parish-wide liturgies, special liturgical celebrations, 
prayer services, weddings, funerals, and baptisms.

School Building
Meeting Rooms – all are located at the breezeway entrance to the 
school building. Suitable for small group meetings with a maximum 
capacity of 20 per room. Most rooms are handicap accessible.

Cafeteria
 (maximum capacity: concentrated seating, 350; tables and dance floor, 
250)
Has full kitchen and P.A. system. The cafeteria is available during the 
week after 5:00 p.m., and on weekends, by prior reservation only. 
Times and dates must be scheduled through the Parish Office.

Rectory
Parish Office – Office hours are 8:00 a.m.-noon and 1:00-4:00 p.m., 
Monday-Thursday, closed on Friday.
Conference Room – Available for parish commission meetings. Also 
houses the new parish lending library.

Storage Building
It is used for storage of lawn care equipment and supplies.

Parish Center
(maximum capacity: concentrated seating, 500; tables and dance floor, 350)
This facility has been provided for use of the entire parish. It consists 
of a gymnasium with retractable motorized basketball backboards, 
volleyball setup, stage, lobby, restrooms, and a concession room. No 
cooking kitchen facilities are provided. The second level contains a 
Mechanical Room and OLG Athletic Association athletic equipment 
storage room. The Parish Center may be available after 4:00 p.m. on 
weekdays and on weekends, by prior reservation. Times and dates 
must be scheduled through the Parish Office.

Concession Stand, Deck Area and Athletic Fields
These facilities are provided primarily for children’s sports and organized 
adult recreation, although they may available after 4:00 p.m. on 
weekdays and on weekends, by prior reservation. They are only available 
from March 1 - September 30. Times and dates must be scheduled 
through the Parish Office.

Please Note: All parish organizations, individuals or groups who use 
parish facilities must operate within the guidelines provided for use of 
these facilities. A copy of the guidelines will be provided when scheduling 
requests are made.
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Parish Map
 

Key:
A – Church
B – Rectory & Parish Offices
C – Meeting Rooms
D – School
E – Cafeteria
F  – Convent
G – Parish Center
H – Concession building & deck
 I – Storage Building


