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Saint Rita Catholic Church
6254 Valley Knoll Drive, Rockford, Illinois 61109

Church: 815-398-0853
School: 815-398-3466

Website: http://www.stritarockford.org

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

As I begin my time with you here at St. Rita, I consider myself truly 
blessed to be a part of such a wonderful parish family. As your spiritual 
father, I welcome you to the St. Rita Guide Book and Directory. We are 
all so blessed to be part of this beautiful parish family … and together we 
look forward to our writing the next chapter of our parish history.

Our parish proudly presents this book as a resource to every member 
of our parish. This book is a catalog of ministries describing the many 
opportunities that our parish offers in order to help you to become a more 
active and vibrant member at St. Rita’s.

In many ways, it also serves as a beautiful tribute to the generous and 
open spirit of our parishioners, who each help to make our parish alive 
and vibrant with faith … who build strong bonds of friendship with each 
other … and who provide a great variety of services to our parish as well 
as to the community at large.

As your spiritual father, I want to also take a moment to thank all those 
who so generously share their time and talent in order to help make these 
ministries possible. And so, we invite all parishioners to join in these 
activities and to help us in writing that next chapter of the rich story which 
is St. Rita Church. We especially welcome new parishioners, and anyone 
interested in participating more fully in the life of our parish. Your gifts 
and talents are much needed, and the Lord is calling you to share them 
with your brothers and sisters in Christ.
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Lastly, this new Directory also provides the most current contact 
information of our parish staff as well as our parish families. Please feel 
free to contact myself, Fr. Canova, and any of our parish staff with any 
questions or concerns that you might have. Know that we are all here to 
serve you and to help one another in growing in holiness and in becoming 
the Saints that God is calling each of us to be. Please pray for me. Know 
that you and your loved ones are in my thoughts and prayers. May Our 
Lord Jesus richly bless our parish family as we join together to grow in 
love with each other and with Our Heavenly Father and the Holy Spirit.

In Jesus and Mary,

Fr. Grady
Pastor

Our Mission Statement
We, the Parishioners of Saint Rita Parish,

are a Catholic Community of Faith
of Rockford, IL, who reflect and deepen Christ’s
presence among us by celebrating the Eucharist,
witnessing the Gospel, sharing with one another,

and serving the people around us,
using our stewardship gifts of time, talent and treasure.

New Parishioners
You are invited to register at your earliest convenience. To receive your 

registration packet call the Parish Office at 815-398-0853 or register online 
at https://stritarockford.org/parish-registration.
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Pastoral Staff 

 Fr. Brian Grady Fr. James Canova
 Pastor Associate Pastor
 bgrady@rockforddiocese.org jcanova@rockforddiocese.org
 815-398-0853 ext. 204 815-398-0853 ext. 203

 Deacon John Huntley Deacon Kevin Hunter
 jchuntley49@gmail.com lamhunter@comcast.net
 603-892-0373 815-633-5107

 Deacon Bob Collins Michael McGarry
 robertgcollins@comcast.net Business Manager
 815-904-0335 mmcgarry@stritarockford.org
  815-398-0853 ext. 200
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 Patrick Flanagan Kathleen Behrens
 Principal Parish Secretary
 pflanagan@saintritaschool.org parishoffice@stritarockford.org
 815-398-3466 ext. 221 815-398-0853 ext. 201

 Cheryl Hochstetler Becky O’Hara
 Coord. of Liturgical Music Parish Secretary
 teachflute03@gmail.com parishoffice@stritarockford.org
 815-721-3130 815-398-0853 ext. 202

 Russell Maavich Jean Peterson
 Facilities Director Parish Secretary
 rmaavich.strita@gmail.com parishoffice@stritarockford.org
 815-398-0853 815-398-0853

 Teddy Pfundstein
 Assistant of Catechesis &
 Evangelization
 tpfundstein@stritarockford.org
 815-398-0853 ext. 210



St. Rita Parish Guide Book & Directory

5

1618 Magnolia Street
Rockford, Illinois 61104

815-965-9494
Fax 815-965-4324

Mark Buckner - President/Owner

2 4  H R  E M E R G E N C Y  S E R V I C E2 4  H R  E M E R G E N C Y  S E R V I C E
www.rockfordheating.com

Dine in, Carryout,  and Delivery available

815-332-4111
Salamonespizza.net

103 S. Cherry St.
Cherry Valley

WE ALSO DO
• Water and Sewage Clean Up
• Mold Removal and Testing
• Waterproofing
• Air Duct Cleaning

(815) 398-2379
WWW.ROCKFORDWATERDAMAGE.COM

We areWe are
Locally OwnedLocally Owned

Fully CertifiedFully Certified
and Insuredand Insured

Disaster Restoration Services
Smoke  Fire  Water  Mold
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Masses
Monday-Saturday ............................................................................8:15 AM
Saturday Vigil Mass .........................................................................4:30 PM
Sunday ...........................................................8:00 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:00 AM
Holy Days ...................................Schedule Varies: Please check the bulletin.

Adoration Times
Adoration available Monday-Friday, please check our website for times.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays ..................................... 8:45 AM-9:30 AM and 3:30 PM-4:15 PM
Tuesdays ...........................................................................6:00 PM-7:00 PM

Special arrangements may be made by calling the
Parish Office at 815-398-0853.

Sacrament of Baptism
Please call the office (815-398-0853) to schedule a Baptism. New parents 
are asked to attend a one-hour Baptismal Preparation session.

Sacrament of Matrimony
Wedding plans by registered parishioners should be made as soon after 
your engagement as possible and at least six months before the desired 
date. To begin your wedding plans, please call the Parish Office to make an 
appointment to see a priest (815-398-0853). Wedding plans include Fully 
Engaged (an instrument for marriage preparation) and the Diocese of 
Rockford requires a Gift of Self Seminar. A wedding date will be set after 
the preliminary appointment with the priest.
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We provide a dignified and
compassionate low-cost
cremation service as an

alternative to traditional funeral
home charges. We offer both

at-need and pre-need services. 
Please call us
815-985-9814
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Th e Life of Saint Rita
In 1381, Antonio and Amata Mancini, both late in life after years of 
waiting and praying, had a daughter, whom they named Rita. She grew 
to be an attractive young lady popular with the prominent young men of 
the city. To her elderly parents’ surprise, she stated that she wanted to be a 
nun. This they could not allow and, through mild and sometimes forceful 
persuasion, prevailed upon her to marry at the age of eighteen. Her 
husband was kind and friendly outside the home; inside he ridiculed and 
even beat Rita. For eighteen years she prayed for his conversion. Finally he 
came and asked her forgiveness, went to church, knelt before the priest in 
confession and asked God’s forgiveness.

The happiness of his wife was short lived, however; a few months later 
he was found on a lonely road stabbed to death. Even greater tragedy fell 
upon the widow as she heard her two sons swear to avenge their father’s 
death. To God she prayed that, rather than allow her sons to be murderers, 
God take them from her. The winter was intense. The two sons, looking for 
their father’s murderer, became ill, and were brought back home. A priest 
was called and they died soon after.

Many months later the widow applied to the monastery. At least three 
times her petition was not accepted because she was too old. Finally, 
returning to the monastery late at night after all the doors had been 
locked, she opened them without a key and, coming into the chapel 
before the Mother Superior and the whole community, asked again to 
be admitted. They took this as a sign from God and admitted her. For 
forty-five years she lived a life of poverty, chastity and obedience in the 
monastery. In her forehead appeared a thorn like one in the crown of 
thorns of Our Lord. The intense pain she accepted as penance for her sins.

At the age of 76, in the midst of winter, she lay dying. From a nun 
kneeling by her bed she asked for a rose from the monastery garden. The 
nun thought that Rita was delirious, but to please her, she went to the 
garden and found roses blooming in the snow. For that reason she is often 
pictured holding a rose. Through the years people have turned to her 
when all else seemed to fail. For this reason, she is affectionately known as 
the “The Patroness of Hopeless Cases.”
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 Aff ordable Senior living on the beau  ful banks
     of the Rock River, in Downtown Rockford.
 1 & 2 bedroom apartments.
 Independent Living for Seniors 62+
 Assisted Living for Seniors 60+

LUTHER CENTER APARTMENTS
111 W. State St., Rockford, IL 61101

815.965.0055


    




LUTHER CENT
1

MACIANO’S PIZZA
delivered FAST, FREE
& HOT to your seat!

stumpyspub.com

815-316-1225
5801 Columbia Pkwy

Rockford

One Block West of Mulford & Harrison
Next to and serving Maciano’s Pizza

GO SAINTS
Parish Member

Parson’s Collision East
5902 Sandy Hollow Road

Rockford, IL 61109
P: 815.874.7100 • F: 815.874.7105

Parson’s Collision Center
2050 Harlem Road

Loves Park, IL 61111
P: 815.633.6620 • F: 815.633.6640

Lifetime Warranty
Rental Car Assistance

Two Locations To Serve You
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Safe Environment – VIRTUS
Requirements for Clergy, Adult/Teen Employees and Volunteers whose role 
involves contact with minors are managed through the VIRTUS online training 
website: https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/ Clergy, Employees and 
Volunteers of the Diocese of Rockford are required obtain a password from 
their parish/school/entity and proceed to set up a Virtus Online account. This 
system will provide users with the necessary paperwork and training(s) to be 
approved as an employee/volunteer within the Diocese.

This will also provide users with notifications that pertain to a document 
or training in their account that requires the individual to update 
information when requested. No individual is permitted to work and/or 
volunteer in the Diocese until their Virtus Online account has all required 
Safe Environment documentation in the system and current.

St. Rita School
St. Rita Catholic School serves students from 3 years of age through 8th 
grade. We are very proud of our faith-based educational programs, high 
quality of curriculum and instruction, excellent teachers and staff, and 
the accomplishments of our graduates in high school and beyond. Please 
contact our principal, Mr. Flanagan, at 815-398-3466 for more information 
on how your child can enjoy all the benefits that come with a Catholic 
education here at St. Rita School.

The following opportunities are a few ways parishioners can become involved 
in St. Rita School. Your level of commitment is very flexible.

Classroom Volunteer - Assist in the classroom as needed.

Athletic Volunteer - Assist with concessions, selling tickets, clean-up/
set-up at events.

SCRIP - This is a great fundraiser that does not cost you one penny more of 
your monthly expenses. Parishioners and friends of St. Rita purchase gift 
cards at face value and redeem them at face value. Each participant receives 
a percentage of the purchases. Options are available as to where to direct 
these savings. Please contact the school office for more information.

Calendar Raffle - Please consider participating in our school’s annual 
Calendar Raffle Sale. Every raffle ticket you purchase gives you the 
chance to win between $25 and $500 every day. Winning tickets are 
also re-submitted to allow participants to win again and again.

Race For Education - Making a donation to the annual spring Race for Education 
is a great way to support our school! The Race money raised through donations 
to students goes directly to school projects or educational equipment.

Thank you very much for your consideration in volunteering for our parish 
school. Please contact Mr. Flanagan if you have any questions or would like more 
information on volunteering for our parish ministry of Catholic education.
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7302 Rock Valley Pkwy
LOVES PARK, IL 61111

815-885-3900

WWW.EVENT-FLORAL.COM

An Assisted Living Lifestyle...
Affordable To All

In Gratitude 
for the Services 

Extended by 
St. Rita Church to 

Our Residents

Heritage Woods
of Rockford

Managed by Gardant Management Solutions
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Religious Education
For more information, please contact the church office at 815-398-0853.

St Rita is embarking on a new, innovative Religious Education Program 
beginning in the Fall of 2021. The F.I.R.E. (Family Immersed Religious 
Education) will offer the entire family to participate together in the 
religious education process and provide a more flexible schedule for busy 
families today. It will meet one Saturday each month, includes Mass and a 
meal (brought from home) and engaging lessons to help the entire family 
grow in their knowledge of our Catholic faith. Some additional meeting 
times will be required for students receiving the Sacraments of First Holy 
Communion and Confirmation.

Evangelization
For more information on how you can participate in our vibrant parish,

Please contact the church office at 815-398-0853

Throughout the year our parish offers many opportunities to become 
Christ’s light to the world. We have ongoing studies for adults that draw 
them deeper into the Word of God and the beauty of our Catholic faith. 
We invite solid and inspiring speakers to share their knowledge of the 
faith with us. We build a church family that not only worships together but 
enjoys each other’s company through social events such as our Lenten Fish 
Fries, summer picnics, and fall festival.

Men’s Ministry: A group of devoted men of the parish who desire to 
bring other men closer in their relationship with the Lord.

 “That Man is You” combines scripture, solid research, and a little fun 
to address the pressures and temptations facing men in our modern 
culture. It’s also an opportunity to be around other men of the parish 
who can help you on your spiritual journey. The group meets on 
Saturdays at 6:30 AM during the school year. Contact Dale Dickinson 
malibu9280@hotmail.com for more information.

R.C.I.A. Team: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a faith journey 
directed toward a closer communion with Jesus Christ through the 
teaching of our holy, Catholic, apostolic faith. It is designed for adults 
of all faith levels who are interested in becoming Catholic and for 
Catholics who desire a deeper understanding of our faith. Sessions are 
conducted weekly from September to April, concluding with the Rite 
of Reception into the full communion of the Catholic Church at the 
Easter Vigil Mass.
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Youth/Young Adult Ministry
St. Rita Youth and Young Adult Ministry is looking to model itself after the pope’s 
call for “the new evangelization”. To reach out to youth and young adults who 
have not heard the gospel, in a way that is authentic and relevant, and to 
build up youth as leaders in the parish, leading other youth to Christ.

Youth Ministry
For more information, please visit our website, check out our 
Instagram @youthofstrita, or contact Teddy Pfundstein
tpfundstein@stritarockford.org

St. Rita Youth Ministry has changed in the last year to RISE UP Youth 
Ministry. It stands for Raising Inspired Saints through Eucharistic Union 
& Prayer. The main goal of everything we do is to encourage the youth 
of the parish to become what God created them to be... Saints. The best 
way that we can become saints is to be fully united to Christ in the Most 
Holy Eucharist through prayer. This program will give the youth resources 
and opportunities to grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ and also 
become strong leaders in the Church and the world as Saints.

Rise Up High School Ministry - Our High School Program meets 
regularly one evening a week from 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM. We usually meet 
in the Blessed Chiara Room. Nights will include a topic of the faith, 
socializing, prayer, snacks, and games. All High School Students are 
welcome.

Rise Up Middle School Ministry - COMING SOON - Our Middle 
School Program will be for students grades 6th - 8th. Please contact 
Teddy for more information on events and times.

Liturgical Mass Ministries
For more information please contact the parish office at 815-398-0853.

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Distribute Holy 
Communion at Mass.

Lector: Proclaim the Word of God at Mass.

Usher/Greeter: Assist and greet worshipers at Mass.

Sacristan: Ensure everything and everyone is ready for the celebration 
of Mass.

Altar Servers: Serve at weekend Masses, weddings, funerals, Holy Days, 
etc. For Grades 4 and up.

Hospitality: Set up and serve refreshments after Mass. Great ministry for 
the whole family.
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Councils & Commissions
For more information, please contact the parish office at 815-398-0853.

Finance Council: Consultative body to assist the Pastor in the financial 
matters of the parish.

Pastoral Council: Consultative body to guide the parish and to make 
recommendations to the pastor on the vision of the parish.

Music
For more information, please contact Cheryl Hochstetler at 815-721-3130.

Music Ministry is an area for those who have developed some musical 
talent and wish to join with other musicians in sharing their gifts to 
enhance the liturgy.

Contemporary Choir sings the 4th Sunday of the month at the 11:00 AM 
Mass.

Cantor, accompanist, and instrumentalist are areas for musicians 
that require a greater level of skill and confidence, for example, in solo 
singing, playing the piano, organ, guitar or some other instrument. 
Primarily, these individuals help to lead the congregation in song.

Seasonal Choirs (Christmas and Holy Week)- If you love to sing 
and can “carry a tune in a bucket,” then consider joining a choir to 
help celebrate these high points in the liturgical year.

Youth Choir is open to all children in grades 3-8. They rehearse once or twice 
a month on a Saturday morning and sing at Mass about once a month.

Caring for the Church
For more information, please contact the parish office at 815-398-0853.

Cleaning Altar Linens: Taking altar linens home to clean on a regular basis.

Parish Gardeners: Planting and caring for flower beds on parish 
grounds. Call Janine Pigue at 815-877-5927.

Rosary Walk Grounds: Help take care of our Rosary Walk.

Liturgical Art/Decorating the Church: Assist in decorating the 
church for holidays, change of seasons, and other special events.

Parish Mailings: Assist office with parish mailings as needed.

Stuff Bulletins: Help insert various flyers in weekly bulletin on Fridays 
as needed.

Seasonal Cleaning: Cleaning the Church including polishing pews, 
cleaning windows, etc. Call Kim Dickinson at 815-332-5402.
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Special Event Volunteers
For more information, please contact the parish office at 815-398-0853.

Funeral Luncheon: Help serve food, donate salads, pick-up food at the 
deli, make phone calls.

Hospitality for Parish Events: Volunteer to host at parish events.

Cookie Bakers: Provide home baked goods for special events on an 
 as-needed basis.

Wahl Hall Guardian: Supervises events in Wahl Hall when outside 
groups are allowed to use or rent this space.

Relational Ministries
For more information, please contact the parish office at 815-398-0853.

Knights of Columbus: Catholic men’s organization established to 
promote family, church and community life. Contact the Grand Knight 
for more information.

Homebound Ministries: A service given by a group of parishioners to 
those who are hospitalized, homebound or in nursing homes. Holy 
Communion is brought to these people on request on weekends. 
Meetings to promote support, spiritual formation and personal growth 
for this ministry are held several times a year. Contact Dan Burd at 
dburd48@gmail.com.

Respect Life: Focuses on the protection and promotion of all stages of 
life through prayer, education and involvement.
Contact Mary Kinney for more information at 815-398-2748.

Seniors Group/Widows & Widowers: Primarily a social gathering for 
men/women 55+, and widows/widowers of any age. Monthly lunch 
meetings at various locations.

Prayer Line: Group of people who relay prayer requests by telephone. 
Contact Toni Frieders at 815-226-4376.

Crochet/Knit for Charity Group: Many handmade items such as baby 
blankets, hats, mittens, scarves, slippers, etc., are donated to various 
agencies in the Rockford community. Call Dee Baxter at 815-874-2306.

Sewing Ministry: Our group creates and sews useful items from 
donated fabric for needy people in our community. Call Anna Meenan 
at 815-986-7677.
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St. Rita Rosary Makers: We make rosaries that are donated to the 
Missions both inside and outside of the United States. We also fill the 
needs of our Parish by providing rosaries in the Chapel, Narthex, and 
to various Parish ministries. All supplies are provided. Come and join 
us on the 2nd Monday of the month in the meeting room. Call Kim 
Dickinson at 815-222-6415.

St. Vincent de Paul: Our local St. Vincent de Paul helps out those in most 
need in our community. For more info, call Laura Ortiz at 815-332-5924.


