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Welcome to Saint Mary’s Parish
(Founded in 1893)

1706 West Main Street
Belleville, Illinois 62226-7496

Telephone: 618-233-2391
Fax: 618-233-9201

E-mail: stmarychurch1893@sbcglobal.net
Web site: www.stmaryparishbelleville.org

Sunday Mass Times
Sundays .................................................................. 8:30AM and 10:30AM
Weekday Mass Time

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday ................................8:30AM
(check the bulletin for Friday Mass schedule during the school year)
Rosary for Pro-Life ....................................................Thursdays 6:00PM

Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help ............Thursdays 6:30PM
Sacrament of Reconciliation ...........................Thursdays 5:30-6:00PM
 Available by appointment at other times, call the rectory office ............
  ........................................................................................618-233-2391
Office Hours .............................Monday thru Friday - 9:00AM to 3:00PM
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St. Mary’s Mission Statement
“We the people of St. Mary’s are called to develop a family of Faith in the way of 
Jesus Christ. We seek to create bridges between very active, involved parishioners 
and those who seek to participate more fully in parish life. Our faith community 
respects a steadily evolving faith shared in the present community.”

A Brief History of Saint Mary Parish
Let us consider the gift of St. Mary Church that has been entrusted to us... In 
April, 1893 the Rev. August J. Sauer was charged by Rt. Rev. John Janssen, the 
first Bishop of Belleville, to organize a new parish in the West end of Belleville. 
The “West end” in 1893 extended from 6th Street to Edgemont. In 1894, there 
were two parishes in Belleville. St. Peter Cathedral was known as the German 
parish while St. Luke’s was called the English parish.

The cornerstone for St. Mary, Belleville, Illinois was laid on July 2, 1893. 
The church, school, and rectory were completed in approximately six 
months. Fr. Sauer moved to the rectory on the First Sunday of Advent.

On Tuesday, January 16th, 1894, the Church was solemnly dedicated 
to the worship of Almighty God under the title of “St. Mary’s of Good 
Counsel.” The total collection at this first Mass shown in parish records 
was $70.00. The sacraments celebrated immediately included:

• Baptism of John Torjanda on February 11
• Marriage of Philip Minetti and Catherine Meyer on January 24
• Christian Burial of Maria Herbin Kastel on October 1

The Annual Statement for 1894 shows St. Mary consisted of sixty-nine 
families; none spoke English as their primary language. There were sixty 
German-speaking families, four Italian, and five Bohemian families. Other 
notes about the early period of St. Mary:

• The original main altar was donated from the Cathedral Sanctuary
• Steam heating was installed in 1901
• The Church was frescoed in 1904 by William Weis
• Electric lights were first used on March 21, 1915
• A four-division pipe organ was dedicated on January 16, 1927
• The Church had air-conditioning added in 1970

The first financial statement for 1894 recorded receipts of $11,273. It 
included subscriptions of $8,308.51 and expenditures of $23,228.29. 
Expenditures included gas fixtures to light the church and coal to heat it. 
The gas bill for 1894 was $13.00, and the coal bill was $95.00.

On April 15, 1903, the trustees and pastor decided to build a convent for the 
sisters teaching at the school. The plan was approved by Bishop Janssen and a 
$2,800 building plan was begun.
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Father Anton Pieke replaced Father Sauer in 1909. Father Pieke was 
replaced by Father Frederic Beuckman in 1910. Father Beuckman was 
active in addressing issues of social justice. He opposed U.S. involvement 
in the first world war, but declared his loyalty when our country entered 
the war. St. Mary sent 32 young men into service with 5 of them dying in 
the conflict. Later Father Beuckman gathered public support for workmen 
in local stove foundries suffering from silicosis.

Stained Glass Windows–The beautiful windows at St. Mary were installed 
over a period of time. The windows were manufactured by Tyrolese Art 
Company of Austria. The windows in the sanctuary and main body of 
the Church were put in place by Christmas of 1924. The East Transept 
window was installed by Christmas of 1926 along with a new bell tower. 
The window in the West Transept (Wedding at Cana) was installed in 
November of 1927. Two windows were added in 1941 in memory of 
Father Sauer and Father Beuckman.

In September 1934, Bishop Althoff appointed Reverend Joseph J. Orlet 
as pastor of St. Mary. Father Orlet presided over additional building and 
expansion of St. Mary for the next 39 years. In July 1938, final plans were in 
place for remodeling of the “old” St. Mary’s Church. This included the addition 
of a Bell Tower to house the three bells and enlarging the nave by thirty-
five feet. Work started on July 11 and was completed on December 9. The 
additions and renovations were completed at a cost of $40,000 (it should be 
noted at that time the nation was still recovering from the Great Depression).

After the expansion of the Church the parish then started work toward 
much needed replacement of the convent and rectory. Bishop Althoff 
approved the building plan in June 1941. Plans were drawn and bids were 
solicited. Bauer Brothers Construction Company was awarded the contract 
and the building materials were ordered before the government issued the 
construction ban prior to World War II. The new convent and rectory were 
completed in early 1942 at a cost of $30,466.

St. Mary celebrated its 50th anniversary on May 2, 1943 with Bishop Althoff 
presiding. During World War II over 267 men from St. Mary served in the 
armed forces of our country. In 1946 an outdoor Shrine to the Blessed 
Mother-a grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes was dedicated.

In 1956 the entire interior of the Church was renovated. The organ was 
entirely rebuilt, the balcony was replaced and the entire interior was re-
plastered. New altars were added with a communion rail, pews, shrines, 
baptistery and other items. On March 3, 1957 Bishop Zuroweste solemnly 
blessed and dedicated the remodeled Church.

Father Joseph Orlet’s health began to fail in 1973 and he was stricken on 
May 7, 1973 while at the rectory. Father Ray Orlet was appointed Pastor at 
St. Mary on June 28, 1973. In 1977 changes were made to the sanctuary 
to bring it up to date with the Second Vatican Council. The main altar was 
relocated closer to the congregation and new furnishings were added. The 
Church interior was redecorated and a new sound system was installed.
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Father Ray Orlet became ill in the early 1980’s and died in 1984 after 
battling cancer. Monsignor Harry Jerome became Pastor in 1984. Planning 
for a new organ started in early 1985. The organ had been rebuilt in 1957 
and some “patchwork” done in 1971. The Wicks Organ Company rebuilt 
the organ at a contract amount of $134,655.

Father James Blazine was appointed as pastor of St. Mary in 1987 when 
Monsignor Jerome suffered from health problems. In the fall of 1988 the 
Parish started planning for a major renovation of the Church. Goals for the 
renovation included input from all parish members. Several repairs were 
made to the roof, stained glass windows to make the structure weather-
tight, and all asbestos was removed from the building. Inside the Church the 
altar was replaced and a new sound system was installed. The renovated 
Church and altar were dedicated as part of a centennial celebration in 1993.

Father John Myler was appointed as pastor at St. Mary in the summer 
of 1999. In 2001 a capital improvement campaign, the Today and 
Tomorrow Fund, was started to address pressing needs for maintaining 
and upgrading the buildings in the parish. The fund was used to make the 
school handicapped accessible, to replace the school roof, to repair the 
stained glass in the Church and other needs.

Monsignor William McGhee was appointed as pastor at St. Mary in August 2007. 
He was named a Monsignor in 2000. In 2007 a restructuring of St. Mary School 
with St. Augustine commenced and the new St. Mary – St. Augustine school opened 
in August 2008 on the St. Augustine campus. The St. Clair Alternative School now 
occupies the classrooms previously used by St. Mary Academy.

Father Christopher Anyanwu was appointed the administrator of St. Mary 
by the Most Reverend Edward K Braxton on July 10, 2012. In 2014 Bishop 
Braxton ordered a new school to be formed between the Cathedral of 
St. Peter, St. Augustine of Canterbury Church and St. Mary Church. The 
new school, Notre Dame Academy, was formed in August of 2015 with the 
St. Augustine Campus being used for student’s preschool through the 4th 
grade and the Cathedral Campus being used for grades 5 thru 8. It was 
eventually decided to move all of the students to the Cathedral Campus, 
and the St. Augustine Campus became the St. Augustine Family Faith 
Formation Building where both PSR for Cathedral, St. Augustine, St. Luke, 
St. Mary, and St. Theresa students and RCIA educational classes are held.

Father Michaelsami Arockiam was appointed the administrator of St. Mary by the 
Most Reverend Michael McGovern, Bishop of Belleville on August 15, 2021. This 
appointment is for a period of two years, with possible renewal. Fr. Michael will also 
help out at the Cathedral of St. Peter. St. Mary and St Peter are in a partnership in 
keeping with The Pastoral Plan For Parish Renewal and Restructuring.

And now let us consider the gift of St. Mary Church that we will pass along 
to our children and grandchildren in faith...

*Excerpted with thanks from Our Centennial History, St. Mary Parish, 
Belleville, IL 1893-1993
pp. 9-39. Ed. George Shea and Sr. Mary Catherine. Bach & Associates, IL
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Dial 618-BEL-OMAN (that’s 618-235-6626)
or visit www.beloman.com

Air Conditioning • Heating
Plumbing • Architectural Metal

2,000+ 5 Star reviews Online

844844--820820--11371137
Call Today for a FREE ESTIMATE

LeafGuard is guaranteed never
to clog as long as you own your
home or we’ll clean it for FREE

Eliminates the risk of
falling off  the ladder to
clean clogged gutters

Durable, all-weather tested system–not a fl imsy attachment

Seamless, one-piece system keeps
out leaves, pine needles and debris!$99

INSTALLATION
Does not include cost of material. Expires 01/31/23.

with free in-home estimate 

$25
AMAZON GIFT CARD

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. 
Retail value is $25. Off er sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and 
installs seamless gutter protection. This off er is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.  If married or involved with 
a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a 
photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not 
eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous 
participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company 
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal 
or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via fi rst class United States Mail or 
e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form provided at presentation. Not valid in conjunction with any 
other promotion or discount of any kind. Off er not sponsored or promoted by Amazon and is subject to change without 
notice prior to reservation. See https://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html?nodeId=G7KXB4EYEHXZRUMA 
for gift card restrictions. Expires 01/31/23.
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Meet Our...
ADMINISTRATOR:
Father Arockiam hails from the southern state of Tamil Nadu, India. 
His forefathers were evangelized and baptized by the Jesuits missionaries 
from France, Spain and Portugal. Diocese of Sivagangai from this state 
is his home Diocese and, as a priest, he is incardinated to the Diocese of 
Cuddapah in the state of Andhra Pradesh. His home Diocese consists of 
Christians who are called “Christians of the Red Soil” as they were the fruits 
of the labor of St. John de Britto, a Jesuit missionary from Portugal, who 
was martyred by the local king on February 4, 1693. The tradition holds 
that the saint’s blood soaked the soil at the place of his martyrdom and 
made it red in color and even now pious Christians collect the red soil for 
its devotional and medicinal purposes. The Christians here are also called 
“Britto Christians.” The universal Church celebrates the feast of this saint 
on the 4th of February every year. This community of Britto Christians has 
contributed priests and religious to the rest of India. Also it is good to note 
Tamil language is Father Arockiam’s native tongue which is considered as a 
classical language on par with Hebrew, Greek, Latin and Sanskrit.

Father Arockiam has a B.A. degree in Philosophy. In 1978, while he was still 
completing his credits for the degree, he felt called to become a priest. Following 
others who opted to work in the new Dioceses in India, Father Arockiam joined 
the Diocese of Cuddapah established in 1977. The first Bishop of this Diocese, 
the Most Reverend Aruliah Abraham of great memory took him to this Diocese. 
He studied Theology and obtained B.Th. degree in St. John’s Regional Major 
Seminary, Hyderabad, then staffed by Reverend Fathers of Mill Hill Society, 
London, England. Father Arockiam was ordained on April 25, 1984. His parents 
were very glad to see that Christ Jesus had called one of their five children, the 
third out of four sons, to the service at the Altar. After Ordination, 
Father Arockiam worked in the parishes for the first two years, then as the 
Secretary to the Bishop and Procurator of the Diocese for three years until he 
was sent to Chicago in May 1989 for preaching mission appeals in the Dioceses 
of USA with the permission for higher studies. He holds a master’s degree from 
Northwestern University in the field of History and Literature of Religions, a 
master’s degree in the Pastoral Studies and a PhD in the New Testament from 
the Loyola University of Chicago. His PhD research was and continues to be 
in the gospel of St. John. During his Chicago years, he used to preach mission 
appeals on behalf of his Bishop and thus became acquainted with the Belleville 
Diocese-an acquaintance that developed over the years into a wonderful 
relationship with many priests in the Diocese of Belleville.
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On his return to India in 1999, the Regional Bishops’ Council (APBC) 
appointed him as the Professor of Sacred Scripture in St. John’s Regional 
Major Seminary, Hyderabad-a position he would continue until June 2013. 
He has also served in the seminary as the Dean of Studies for six years. 
During this period of 15 years he wrote a few books and published a few 
articles in English for the benefit of seminarians, Clergy and Religious. It 
is estimated that about 350 priests in the region and 200 sisters belonging 
to various congregations have received scriptural, theological and spiritual 
formation from him. During his Professor days, he returned to Belleville 
every spring for fourteen years (from 2003-2014) to help out in the parishes 
under the guidance of Father Ken York and of Msgr. John Myler. In June 
2013, he left the seminary to take up the appointment in his Diocese. 
Prior to his arrival in Belleville on July 27, 2021 he served as the Pastor 
of Our Lady of Fatima Parish, Railway Koduru and as the Director of the 
Benedictine Sisters of Christ the Light-a society founded by Bishop Aruliah, 
the first Bishop of Cuddapah to help run Cuddapah Diocesan Education 
Program. The present Apostolic Administrator of Cuddapah, the Most 
Reverend Gali Bali recognized the excessive number of priests in the Diocese 
and the need for priests in the Universal Church, gave permission to 
Father Arockiam to serve Belleville. Today, more than 25 priests of 
Cuddapah are working in the Dioceses of Europe and in the USA. The Most 
Reverend Michael G. McGovern of the Diocese of Belleville has appointed 
him as the Administrator of St. Mary Parish and to help out at the Cathedral 
of St. Peter, Belleville. Father Arockiam cherishes this appointment.

Father Arockiam admires and treasures the way St Mary parishioners have 
welcomed him and feels at home. He thanks God the Father for His calling and 
for the ministry to serve His Son the High Priest; he decided to give his best to 
the ministry among us so that all know, appreciate an experience the truth of 
Christian life in the Catholic Church, and have it “abundantly” (Jn. 10:10).

Deacon:
Deacon Rev. Mr. Randy Riesenberger was assigned to St. Mary in 
July of 2018. He was ordained a Permanent Deacon on May 19th, 2018 
at St. Peter Cathedral by Bishop Edward K. Braxton. He has been a formal 
member of St. Mary Parish since 1989 where 5 generations of his family 
have worshipped. Before being ordained he was an Altar Server, Lector, 
Cantor, Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, and served on the 
Pastoral Council. In addition to three normal diaconal ministries of service 
in Charity & Justice, the Word of God, and Liturgy, Deacon Randy also 
serves as Spiritual Moderator for the TEC (Teens Encounter Christ) youth 
retreat program along with Amy, his loving wife. The both moderate the 
CBAY (Catholic Belleville Area Youth) Junior High youth group as well. 
Deacon Randy serves on the Catholic Committee on Scouting and is also 
one of the Adult leaders on the multi-parish Luke 18 youth retreat for 
6th-8th graders. Deacon Randy and Amy are involved in the Marriage 
Sacramental Preparation Ministry.
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Deacon Randy was born in Belleville, Illinois. He received 8 years of 
Catholic grade school education (3rd grade at St. Mary School), attended 
Althoff Catholic High School, and proceeded to graduate from ITT Technical 
Institute with a degree in Electronics Engineering. He currently works as the 
senior Manager of Installation Operations at Stereotaxis, Inc.-a company 
who invented minimally invasive robotic heart surgery which is significantly 
safer for patients and physicians. In Randy and Amy’s 30 years of marriage, 
they have been blessed with three children, Rachel, Leah, and Isaac.

They have been additionally blessed with their son-in-law, Paul, and 
granddaughter, Hannah and grandson Henry. Deacon Randy and Amy are 
thrilled to serve their faith family at St. Mary as Deacon and wife and are 
so very grateful for all the support they have received. In his rare spare 
time Deacon Randy dreams and through learning, teaching, and doing 
tries to make some of these dreams reality.

Director of Music:
Maryann Totsch has been involved in music ministry since the age 
of eight and plays several instruments including organ, piano and 
guitar. She has served the Diocese of Belleville and the Archdiocese of 
St. Louis as a Parish Director of Music & Liturgy and choir director for 
over 30 years. After completing college and post-graduate studies at 
Illinois State University and Webster University, she taught music, speech 
communications, theatre and literature at Althoff Catholic High School, 
St. Henry’s Seminary and Belleville West High School. In addition to 
directing the music program at St. Mary’s, Maryann coordinates music 
ministry for King’s House Retreat Center. She is a member of several 
professional organizations including the National Association of Pastoral 
Musicians and has taught numerous workshops in music and liturgy.

Maryann and her husband, Robert Hopwood, are the owners of Great 
Escapes Cruise, Tour and Travel and Religioustravel.net. They have two 
children and reside in Belleville.

Ministry To Nursing Home/Homebound:
Ann Niebur began her ministry as the Minister to the Nursing Homes and 
Homebound in November of 2017. Ann has been a life member of the parish. 
Ann has raised two children Phillip (PJ) and Sara and has four grandchildren. 
Ann brings the Eucharist to, and visits with, our faith-filled brothers and sisters 
of St. Mary’s Parish who are either confined to their homes or are in nursing 
homes. Helping them still feel connected to our church and parish family is 
very important to her and is a source of great joy. Most of the homebound that 
receive the Eucharist have know Ann since day one.
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Sunset Hills PetSmart
Adoption Event

Every Saturday 11am-2pm
Facebook.com/NeedyPawsRescue

501(c)3 Non Profi t Foster-Based Dog Rescue501(c)3 Non Profi t Foster-Based Dog Rescue

Visit Our Website to View Adoptable Dogs & Place An Adoption Application!

Copper Bend Pharmacy
Stephen J. Clement, R.Ph.
2900 Frank Scott Parkway West, Suite 920-B

Belleville, Illinois 62223
 618/234-7181 • Home: 618/235-0535 • Cell: 578-8000

Visit Our Website: www.copperbend.com
Hrs: Mon-Fri: 9a-6p • Sat: 8a-1p

 Carpet Mart
Family Owned Since 1959

Complete Floor Covering Service
Rolls in Stock

1901 S. Illinois
234-6900

www.carpetmartbelleville.com

Parish Benefactors
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Pastoral Council
Purpose of the Pastoral Council is to counsel the pastor in the area of 
pastoral activities by helping him identify the needs of the parish, develop 
programs and services and evaluate the effectiveness thereof.
Among the pastoral activities are:

l. To continue to develop a liturgy that celebrates the Lord’s presence 
in the parish family. (Liturgy Commission)

2. To foster lifelong faith formation. (Faith Formation Commission)
3. To extend a spirit of hospitality and service to all. 

(Outreach Commission)
4. To enable members to share gifts of time, treasure, talent. 

(Stewardship Commission)
5. Administration & Finance Commission
6. To develop multi-faceted outreach to our youth. 

(Youth Commission)

Notre Dame Academy
St. Mary Catholic School was a vital part of our parish life since 1894. Under the 
leadership of various pastors and principals, with the help of faculty and staff, 
students and parents, Catholic education was offered to countless children over 
the many years. In the face of lower enrollment and higher costs, as of February 
2007, our Bishop, the Most Reverend Edward K. Braxton, requested that 
St. Mary Catholic School and St. Augustine Catholic School begin the process 
of merging. As of August 2008, the new St. Mary-St. Augustine Catholic School 
(SMSA) opened at 1900 West Belle Street, offering quality Catholic education 
to children of both St. Mary and St. Augustine parishes, as well as others who 
come seeking a solid education with Catholic values.

In the fall of 2015 the Most Reverend Edward K. Braxton requested – as part 
of “The Pastoral Plan for Parish Renewal and Restructuring” – that
St. Mary parish, St. Augustine parish, and Cathedral parish form a new school 
in order to continue Catholic Education in the City of Belleville. The new 
school Notre Dame Academy opened in August 2015 with a primary school 
campus at 1900 West Belle Street and a middle school campus at 200 South 
Second Street. The Parish School of Religion is housed on the St. Mary’s 
campus. In August of 2017, the pre-school through 8th grade are now located 
at The Cathedral Campus and the Parish School of Religion is now housed on 
the St. Augustine campus. The priests, principals, faculty, staff, students and 
parents of St. Mary, St. Augustine and Cathedral of St. Peter parishes continue 
to pray and work together for the good of the children and to strengthen 
Catholic education in our community.
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Sacramental Preparation
Celebrations of our seven sacraments are moments of worship, community and 
growth. Each one presumes a preparation that includes prayer and instruction.

When elementary age children are approaching the sacraments, it is 
likewise necessary that their parents go through the preparations along 
with their son or daughter. Parish policy requires a full year of regular 
instruction before a school age child can be enrolled for the sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation, Reconciliation and Eucharist.

Marriage preparation should begin at least six months prior to the 
wedding to allow for all the appointments and coordination needed. 
Diocesan and parish guidelines are part of this planning. Further 
information can be found under FAITH FORMATION COMMISSION.

Our “Sister” Parish
A parish in Nightmute, Alaska-Our Lady of Perpetual Help-became
St. Mary’s “adopted sister parish” in October, 2003.

Northern Alaska is “mission territory.” Although Catholic missionaries 
arrived in the early 1900’s, the location of the area and the continued 
poverty of the people cause the efforts for evangelization to be difficult-
but not unsuccessful!

Nightmute is an Eskimo village located along the Toksook River on Nelson 
island. Resident deacons are presently Catholic witnesses to the parishioners 
there; lay parish administrators are being trained. A Jesuit priest serves 
Nightmute and several other Catholic parishes in Northern Alaska.

At St. Mary’s in Belleville, a “second collection” is taken up on the third 
Sunday of each month. The proceeds are shared by our local “St. Vincent 
de Paul Society” and “Our Lady of Perpetual Help” in Nightmute.
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Welcome to Our...
Liturgical Commission:
CHOIR & MUSICIANS:

Saint Mary’s is very proud to support an excellent music program that 
provides all those with musical interest several opportunities to share 
their talents. Our Parish Adult Choir is open to all singers high school 
age and older. Adults and children who play any type of musical 
instrument are encouraged to join our parish orchestra. St. Mary’s 
Choristers welcomes all children and teens. Vocalists who have strong 
singing voices are invited to serve as cantors. Our music for worship 
spans the entire treasury of the Church’s repertoire, from Gregorian 
Chant to the most contemporary literature. Our singers and musicians 
greatly enhance the beauty and splendor of our parish celebrations.

LITURGY COMMITTEE:
Chairperson Ms. Nancy Jeanne Rosenberg
Vice-Chairperson Vacant
Secretary Mrs. Patty Miller
Commissioner Vacant
Membership Open to those interested
Term As long as one is interested
Meeting Three times a year
Purpose Coordinate the many aspects of liturgical life, 

i.e., Eucharistic ministers, lectors, ministers of 
hospitality, ushers, servers, decorating, etc., and 
planning of the Sunday and special liturgies.

Faith Formation Commission:
The Notre Dame Academy Parish School of Religion:

This group of catechists, parents and students are organized to provide 
a systematic way to have religious instruction for students in the 
public schools, grades K through 8. In addition, those preparing for 
the sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist, and Confirmation must be 
enrolled in our preparation program. Parish policy calls for a year of 
catechetical instruction prior to entry into a sacramental prep program.

Parish School of Religion meets September through May, on Sunday 
mornings and Wednesday nights at St. Augustine Campus. Contact the 
parish office at 234-4958 or Sister Theresa Markus, S.S.N.D.
@ tmarkus@ssndcp.org for registration and information of when 
classes meet.
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Sacramental Preparation: Marriage
Membership (a) Couples who volunteer and attend planning
 (b) Married couples who explore the results 

of PREPARE with engaged couples; training 
necessary

Term Indefinite
Meetings To explore the results of PREPARE
Purpose To encourage engaged couples to be open with 

each other; to provide tools for better
 communication; to demonstrate the viability of 

marriage in our culture.

Sacramental Preparation: Infant Baptism
Membership Team of couples
Term Indefinite; as long as able/interested
Meetings By appointment
Purpose Help parents appreciate the ceremony and
 implications of their child’s Baptism; share
 suggestions for Christian parenting

Sacramental Preparation: First Communion, Reconciliation, 
Confirmation

Membership Team composed of catechists, pastor and principal
Term Annual preparations for the celebration of
 Confirmation, Reconciliation and Communion
Meetings Three parent meetings, Rite of Enrollment, and 

class sessions
Purpose Help the parents and students to celebrate the
 sacraments with renewed faith, hope and love.

Adult Initiation: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
Membership Adults who come as inquirers, as sponsors, as
 part of the parish catechetical team
Term Ongoing, highlight is Easter Vigil
Meetings Weekly, from September through Pentecost
Purpose To provide the Rites in the church that welcome a 

person to various stages of membership; to provide 
a setting for searching, discussion, instruction and 
prayer; to help the parish become aware of its part 
in hospitality, witness and service; to prepare the 
catechumens for Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist 
and entering into parish life.
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Men’s Retreat
The men of the parish are annually invited to the King’s House of 
Retreat for a weekend of solitude, silence and spiritual input. Watch 
the parish bulletin for details.

Women’s Retreat
The women of the parish are invited to the King’s House for a 
weekend of solitude, silence and spiritual input. Watch the parish 
bulletin for details.

Pro-Life Committee
Membership Any interested volunteers
Meetings As needed
Purpose Saint Mary’s link with the wider diocesan and
 national pro-life movement; sponsor and promote 

consciousness raising events; sell roses for life on 
Mother’s Day.

Youth Ministry
Membership 6th grade through High School
Meetings As announced
Purpose Social, cultural, recreational, spiritual, athletic 

and fundraising events are part of their activities; 
to participate in diocesan Youth Ministry activities 
and days.

Outreach Commission:
St. Vincent de Paul Society

Membership Volunteers especially motivated and dedicated to 
the corporal works of mercy.

Purpose Assist those in need with food, shelter, medical 
or utility assistance, etc. in an organized and 
supportive way.

Our Lady of Good Counsel Sodality
Membership Any woman of the parish
Meetings Six times a year at noon
Purpose Part of the Diocesan Council of Catholic Women.

Scouting
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts are available at Notre Dame Academy. Meetings 
times are set by the moderators. Scouting is a proven holistic way for a 
youngster to expand his or her horizons, talents and self-esteem.
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Parish Health Ministry
Saint Mary’s Health Ministry is an endeavor to promote physical, spiritual 
and social healing among our parish community. Recognizing the unique 
value of each person, the health care ministers strive to share the values 
of compassion, hope, stewardship, and collaboration in their ministry to 
heal as Jesus healed. Second weekend of each month this organization 
offers free blood pressure checks at the three Sunday Masses.

Cosgrove Kitchen/Summer months
Volunteers take time off on the first Saturday of the months of June, 
July and August to feed anywhere from 100 to 150 hungry people at 
Cosgrove Kitchen in East St. Louis.

Gardening Angels
The Gardening Angels is a group of parishioners who take care of the 
various gardening spots around the campus. All are welcome to join!

Administration & Finance Commission:
Finance Council

Membership Two trustees are ex officio; other parishioners are 
appointed by the pastor

Term Indefinite number of years
Meetings As needed
Purpose To direct the budgeting process; monitor the
 income and expenses; recommend ways to fund 

our needs, both ordinary & extraordinary.

Building & Grounds Committee
Membership Four members appointed by the pastor
Term Indefinite number of years
Meetings As needed
Purpose Annually draw up list of major renovations and 

repairs; supervise their accomplishments; solicit 
bids and recommend vendor.

Parish & Diocesan Support-C.S.M.A. (Catholic Services & 
Ministry Appeal)

Membership Volunteers from the parish
Term Annual appointment by pastor for chairperson(s)
Purpose Instruct and motivate each adult member to
 develop stewardship as an important part of one’s 

lifestyle; obtain funds for our parish and diocese.
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Additional Ministries at St. Mary Parish
Adult Altar Server: Orientation is provided for Adult Servers. Please 

volunteer.

Youth Altar Server: Young men and women in the parish are altar 
servers for daily and Sunday Masses.

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: Help in the 
distribution of the Body & Blood of Christ during Masses. Initial 
orientation and annual refresher training are required.

Gift Bearers: Volunteers register in the Gift Bearer log at the back 
of Church before Mass to bring the unconsecrated bread and wine 
forward at the beginning of the Liturgy of the Eucharist.

Lectors: Proclaim the scripture readings at each Mass during the Liturgy 
of the Word.

Ministers of Hospitality/Ushers: Greet new members to the parish 
and provide welcoming at the Masses. Participants normally serve at 
one Mass each weekend.

Rosary Leader: Leads the congregation in praying the Rosary before 
Thursday Novena.

Prayer List: St. Mary Prayer Chain responds to persons requesting 
prayers for family or situations that may or may not be identified at 
the caller’s discretion.

Coffee & Donut Volunteer: Participants organize and set up 
refreshments and hospitality as part of other parish events.

Webmaster: Maintains the parish web site.

Wednesday Work Crew: Performs maintenance and repairs to the 
parish buildings and grounds.

Sunday Offering Counters: Count the Sunday Collections

Youth Ministry Helper: Teens and Adults who plan the overall Youth 
Ministry, working with the Coordinator of the Youth Ministry.

Notre Dame Academy Parents Club: Parent Teacher Organization 
promotes the image, effectiveness and financial viability of the school.

Notre Dame Academy Tutor: Volunteer tutors assist students with 
extra instruction and coaching on subjects where they need assistance.

*** God has blessed us all with many gifts to share ***

Come, be an active part of St. Mary’s Catholic Parish

Interested parties can contact the Rectory at 618-233-2391

stmarychurch1893@sbcglobal.net
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St. Mary’s Parish Staff
618-233-2391
Fr. Michael Arockiam ............................................................. Administrator
Deacon Rev. Mr. Randall Riesenberger ..............................................Deacon
Mrs. Jane Schindler ......................................................... Business Manager
Ms. Ann Niebur ................................. Nursing Home/Home Bound Ministry
Mrs. Maryann Totsch ............................................................. Music Ministry
Mr. Steve Argus ........................................................................Maintenance

Notre Dame Academy
Cathedral campus offers before & after school care www.tredamebelleville.org

Principal ............................................................................Mrs. Linda Hobbs
Phone .....................................................................................618-233-6414
FAX  ........................................................................................618-233-3587

Notre Dame Academy School Board
Monsignor John Myler ....................................................................... Rector
Monsignor William McGhee ................................................................Pastor
Fr. Michael Arockiam ............................................................. Administrator
Mrs. Linda Hobbs ........................................................................... Principal
Mrs. Melissa Kettler........................................................................President

Notre Dame Academy Parish School of Religion
618-722-2366
Sr. Theresa Markus, S.S.N.D. .................Co-Director of Religious Education
Sr. Carol Markus, S.S.N.D. .....................Co-Director of Religious Education
Miss Connie Woods ........................................................................Secretary

Notre Dame Academy Parent’s Club (PANDA)
Mrs. Nicki Jensen ...........................................................................President
Kim Schwartzkpof ......................................................................... Treasurer

Notre Dame Academy Scout Groups
Girl Scouts ................................................... Rita Schaefer ....618-979-5270
Cub Scouts .....................................................Nicki Jensen ....618-660-6209
Boy Scouts .........................................................Rob Stock ....618-910-4570

Pastoral Council Members
President .......................................... Fr. Michael Arockiam ....618-233-2391
Chairperson ..............................................Ms. Ann Niebur ....618-910-9850
Secretary ...................................................... Jean Cerneka ....618-234-4096
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Liturgy Commission
Ms. Nancy Jeanne Rosenberg .................................................618-355-1330
Faith Formation Commission
Nancy Jeanne Rosenberg .......................................................618-355-1330
Outreach Commission
Mr. & Mrs. Denny & Jean Cerneka .........................................618-234-4096
Administration & Finance Commission
Ms. Nancy Jeanne Rosenberg .................................................618-355-1330
+CBAY
Mrs. Carla Bouc......................................................................618-910-8453
Stewardship Commission
Mr. & Mrs. Denny & Jean Cerneka .........................................618-234-4096
Trustees
Mr. John Bassler .....................................................................618-530-2307
Mrs. Jamie Maitret .................................................................618-416-5707
School Board

St. Mary’s Parish Groups & Contacts
Pastoral Council ........................................Ms. Ann Niebur ....618-910-9850
Trustees ................................................... Mr. John Bassler ....618-530-2307
  ......................................................Mrs. Jamie Maitret ....618-416-5707
Music Director, Adult Choir,
Children’s Choir, Cantors ................. Mrs. Maryann Totsch ....618-409-0015
Liturgy Committee .............. Ms. Nancy Jeanne Rosenberg ....618-355-1330
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
  ..................................... Ms. Nancy Jeanne Rosenberg ....618-355-1330
Lectors ................................ Ms. Nancy Jeanne Rosenberg ....618-355-1330
Ministers of Hospitality (Ushers) ..............Ms. Ann Niebur ....618-910-9850
Adult Servers ...................... Ms. Nancy Jeanne Rosenberg ....618-355-1330
Children Servers ................. Ms. Nancy Jeanne Rosenberg ....618-355-1330
Art & Environment ...................................... Mr. Mark Eros ....618-235-0733
Sick/Homebound Eucharistic Visits ..........Ms. Ann Niebur ....618-910-9850
Gardening Angels ..................................Mrs. Carol Asbury ....618-233-4229

Outreach/Social (Den and Jean Cerneka)
Ladies Sodality .........................................Mrs. Dee Bayley ....618-580-8756
+CBay ..................................................... Mrs. Carla Bouc ....618-910-8453
Parish Health Ministry ........................................Lynn Veto ....618-277-2519
  .................................................................Carol Rettle ....618-233-7820
  ....................................................................Lori Libby ....618-973-9604
St. Vincent de Paul .................................. Mr. John Bassler ....618-530-2307
Coffee and Donuts .........................Ms. Leah Riesenberger ....618-365-9866
Adult Fellowship ............................................. Ann Niebur ....618-910-9850
Cosgrove Kitchen
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Faith Formation (Nancy Jeanne Rosenberg)
Parish School of Religion ....................................Mrs. Ann Bach ......618-277-1652
Marriage Prepare ..Deacon Rev. Mr. Randy & Amy Riesenberger ..................  
  ........................................................................................314-365-9866
Men’s Retreat ...........Deacon Rev. Mr. Randy Riesenberger ....314-365-9866
Women’s Retreat
Pro-Life Committee ..................................Mrs. Dee Bayley ....618-580-8756

Administration/Finance (Nancy Jeanne Rosenberg)
Finance Council ...........................................Jamie Maitret ....618-416-5707
Building & Grounds ........................... Mr. Charles Fahrner ....618-234-3475
Stewardship .................Mr. & Mrs. Denny & Jean Cerneka ....618-234-4096


